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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. North Korea Says It Has Conducted 'Successful' Hydrogen Bomb Test
1. North Korean 5.1 magnitude 'earthquake' appears to be due to a nuclear test
1. 'It changes things': Successful North Korean H-bomb test raises threat to US and Asia, expert says
1. North Korea Conducts Nuclear Test: Investors Flee Won For Yen
1. North Korea says will continue to strengthen nuclear program 
1. Security Council Briefed on Possible Sarin Use in Syria
1. Report: Russia sees high probability of chemical weapons use by ISIS in Syria 
1. Canadian PM: We won't bomb ISIS even if attacked
1. ISIS has 50 British children under its control, report finds
1. Sexual assaults blamed on 'Arab' men in Germany inflame refugee debate 
1. ISIS executes first female citizen journalist
1. Vatican paper slams Charlie Hebdo's anti-God cover marking anniversary of attack
1. British lawmakers will soon debate whether to ban Donald Trump from the U.K.
1. Trump campaign says proposed UK ban over Muslim remarks 'a dangerous precedent'
1. U.S. Helicopter shot down while more than a dozen US troops trapped amid Afghanistan firefight
1. US soldier killed in Afghan mission 
1. Report: Russia Tries to Rein in Hezbollah After IDF Convoy Attack
1. Israel May Have Found a 'Solution' to Palestinian Knife Attacks - Neck Protectors
1. Palestinian wave of violence marked by increased female role 
1. Anti-BDS bill introduced in California legislature
1. Wheaton is planning to fire professor who said Muslims and Christians worship the same God
1. Iran Forcibly Converts Christian Church Property Into Mosque
1. State Department discussing Iran sanctions over missile test
1. Obama's Middle East Balancing Act Tilts Toward Iran
1. Tears Of Rage: Obama Cries During Gun Control Speech
1. What Obama's Executive Action Means for Mental Health Funding
1. Obama's gun control actions open legal can of worms
1. Judge Napolitano: Why Obama's executive action on guns is unconstitutional
1. Man behind armed Oregon band says he's on mission from God
1. US Criminalizing Free Speech?
1. Bernie Sanders Attacks Hillary Clinton Over Regulating Wall Street
1. Saudi Arabia May Fall Victim to Oil Price War It Started
1. 5.9 magnitude earthquake hits near Farallon de Pajaros, Northern Mariana Islands
1. 5.4 magnitude earthquake hits the Pacific-Antarctic Ridge
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits the Pacific-Antarctic Ridge
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near San Isidro, Philippines
1. Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 15,000ft
1. Copahue volcano in Argentina erupts to 14,000ft
1. Singabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
1. Karymsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 13,000ft
1. Tengger Caldera volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Soputan volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Dukono volcano in Indonesia erupts to 10,000ft
1. El Nino to drive flooding rain, mountain snow into California this week
1. Bad air plagued Beijing for nearly half of 2015: report
1. Virus That Causes Birth Defects Could Spread to Mainland U.S.
1. Surrogate Mother Fights for Custody of Third Triplet After Father Demands an Abortion
1. Mr. Obama, if You Care About Dead Kids, Why Do You Fund and Celebrate Abortion?
1. Costly beliefs: State squeezes last penny from bakers who defied lesbian-wedding cake order
1. Rev. Graham: It's 'Open Season on Christians -- Sin Is Openly Celebrated By The Highest Office In Our Land'
1. School stops saying 'God Bless America' after ACLU threat
1. China: Villagers erect giant gold Mao statue 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Patterns and Prophecies  
1. Did Hezbollah dig a special tunnel to get bomb into Israel?  
1. 800-Year-Old Prophecy Declares When King of Persia Will Provoke King of Arabia Redemption is Around the Corner  
1. Discovery of Water Deep Below Earth's Surface May Confirm Biblical Accounts  
1. Nearing Midnight: Piercing the Perils of 2016  
1. The Stand-Off in Oregon: Who's Right and Who's Wrong? 
1. Daily Jot: Conundrum: A prophetic people and Islam 
1. Daily Devotion: The Call to Discipleship 
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Patterns and Prophecies - Wendy Wippel - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8173
 
"Hermeneutics" is the stuffy theological term for the lens through which we see Scripture. Western evangelicals, for example, see the Bible as a self-help book, with every verse a promise to claim. The Bible, however, was not written by Joel Osteen (Can I get an amen?), but by Middle Eastern men, who wrote out what God breathed. Their hermeneutics?  Similitudes.
 
Jesus Himself told us that: "'These things in similitudes I have spoken to you, but there cometh an hour when no more in similitudes will I speak to you, but freely of the Father will tell you."  (John 16:25 Youngs Literal Translation)
 
Similitudes being the translation of the Greek word paroimia, A word also translated symbol or allegories. God speaks to us in allegories.
 
Scripture, thankfully, defines some of these specific allegories for us.
 
Adam was an allegory of the Savior promised after the fall. (Romans 5:12-21)  
 
Abraham offering up Isaac was an allegory of the crucifixion of Christ. (Hebrews 11:17-19)
 
Moses striking the rock in the wilderness was an allegory of God in the form of man being smitten for our sins. (II Corinthians 10:4)  
 
To name a few.  
 
In fact, Jesus tells two of His disciples --on the Emmaus road --a rather astounding thing, namely, that all of the Old Testament scriptures speak of Him. And He followed that up with an impromptu Bible study in which He explained to them, again, that "beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself." (Luke 24:25)
 
In other words, He explained to them that all of the Old Testament was about Him.
 
In context, obviously, meaning foreshadowing's. Patterns that become prophecies, also known as "types" (short for prototypes).
 
Essentially meaning that the type is a foreshadowing that will eventually be fulfilled by the antitype -- Christ Himself.
 
Essentially a prophecy by analogy.
 
Exhibit A: probably one of the most widely recognized foreshadowing's in Scripture, Abraham and Isaac on Mt. Moriah.
 
We all know this story:
 
"Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!"And he said, "Here I am."
 
2 Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you."
 
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the ladand I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you."
 
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!"
 
And he said, "Here I am, my son."
 
Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"
 
8 And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them went together.
 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
 
11 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!"
 
So he said, "Here I am."
 
12 And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."
 
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide;[b] as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided."
 
15 Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: "By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son- 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which isbut  on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice." 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. (Genesis 22:1-19 NKJV)
 
It's pretty hard to miss, in this passage, that Isaac is a type; a prophecy by analogy of Christ. It's a whole lot easier to miss the details that confirm and validate the type unless you're paying real attention.
 
For example:
 
*Isaac carries his own wood to the place of sacrifice.
*Isaac as a child specifically promised by God, just like Jesus. (Jn 15:4) 
*Isaac was born to a women who physiologically couldn't have children, just like Jesus.
*The  moment that Abraham purposed to obey God's command to sacrifice Isaac, the young man was essentially dead to him.  Isaac was therefore "resurrected" and reunited with his father on the third day (Genesis 22:4) just like Jesus.
*Isaac was accompanied by two witnesses, just like Jesus. Isaac went on to have many many spiritual descendants, just like Jesus.
*Isaac cried out to his father (Gen 22:7), just like Jesus.
*God provided a ram for the sacrifice by ensnaring the ram's horns in thorns. Just like Jesus, who wore a crown of thorns to His sacrifice. Still skeptical?
 
Notice that God specifically tells Abraham to "go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." And that God is going to show them an exact place to stop.  (Gen 22:2)
 
Notice also that, after they travel a ways, Abraham sees the place far off. And that he had to look up to see it. (Verse 4)  
 
Finally (verse 9) they arrive at the specific place Abraham was instructed to sacrifice his son, Mt. Moriah. Specifically, up high on Mt. Moriah. Where thousands of years later a temple would be built-a temple  in which other rams would be sacrificed for the sins of Abraham's descendants.
 
Still not convinced? 
 
You may have missed a very interesting omission in Abrahams's happy ending: 
 
...18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice." 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.
 
Here's my question. What the heck happened to Isaac? 
 
Remember, this is a prophecy by analogy. So isn't it interesting that the next time Isaac appears in the narrative is when he shows up to claim his bride Rebecca at the well.
 
Just like Jesus. Who will next appear to claim us as His bride.
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Did Hezbollah dig a special tunnel to get bomb into Israel? - http://www.debka.com/article/25147/Did-Hizballah-dig-a-special-tunnel-to-get-bomb-into-Israel-
 
The mystery of how Hezbollah managed to plant the bomb, which blew up against an IDF patrol, without causing casualties, Tuesday, Jan. 5, in the Shebaa Farms district of Mt Hermon - on the Israeli side of the ceasefire line - is perplexing Israel's military chiefs. It brought Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon, Deputy Chief of Staff Maj. Gen. Yair Golan (former OC Northern Command) and his successor Maj. Gen. Aviv Kochavi to the Golan the next day for a close inspection of the Syrian and Lebanese border defenses.
 
They found no fault with the meticulous preparations and counter-measures the contingents on the spot had made for an attack, which Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah had said was "inevitable" after the assassination of Samir Quntar in Damascus on Dec. 20.
 
 But, in addition, to the lookout posts scattered along the border, was a countermeasure that had been rated impermeable: an "electronic sterile area" abutting the electronic border fence, which has been strewn with hi-tech sensors and other devices designed to act as tripwires for the smallest intrusion.
 
The fact that Hezbollah was able to plant a bomb on the Israeli side of the border proved that this elaborate system did not work.
 
The Shiite terrorist group, Iran's Lebanese proxy, has long been known to maintain a commando unit known as the "Redwan Force," especially trained for eventual incursions into Israel on missions of assault and the capture of Israeli locales with hostages.
 
But its ability to outsmart an electronically sterile barrier was quite another matter. It is of the utmost urgency for IDF tacticians to seriously rethink the defensive measures in place on the northern borders with Syria and Lebanon, before Hezbollah strikes again. 
 
 But first of all, they must find out how it happened. Some Lebanese sources are throwing out hints of a secret tunnel dug by Hezbollah, through which the "Quntar Brigade" was able to sneak the bomb onto the IDF patrol route, although it failed to cause casualties. No trace of a tunnel has so far been reported.
 
At the time of the incident, Israeli public and media attention was wholly taken up with the Dizengoff gunman, who murdered three Israelis on Jan. 1 and is still at large six days later.
 
Since Hezbollah's Shebaa Farms attack was swiftly countered by massive IDF artillery fire, it was soon over and the episode relegated to back pages. However, the defense minister and IDF chiefs cannot afford to treat it lightly. They are convinced that Hezbollah has not concluded its campaign of "revenge" and may reuse the same method for further attacks. No stone is therefore being left unturned to discover how Hezbollah smuggled a bomb onto Israeli terrain - over or under the border - and the preparations for an attack remain high.
 
 At the end of his Golan inspection visit, the defense minister said: "The IDF is alert and fully prepared for every eventuality, just as it was for the Mt Dov (part of Mt. Hemon) attack. The forces are ready to respond whenever and however necessary and, if need be, their response will be powerful indeed."
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800-Year-Old Prophecy Declares When "King of Persia Will Provoke King of Arabia" Redemption is Around the Corner - By Rivkah Lambert Adler -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/58217/800-year-old-prophecy-declares-when-king-persia-will-provoke-king-arabia-redemption-around-corner-middle-east/#QqQoDCm49dSWOXtY.97
 
"Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee." (Isaiah 60:1)
 
When Saudi Arabia severed diplomatic ties with Iran, this created a chain reaction that led Bahrain and other Middle Eastern countries to expel Iranian diplomats. Unwittingly, Saudi Arabia's actions can be seen as the fulfillment of a messianic Jewish prophecy found in the ancient Jewish holy book known as the Yalkut Shimoni. 
 
The Yalkut Shimoni, a compilation of rabbinic commentary on the Bible, is believed to have been composed in the 13th century. Despite being written over 800 years ago, the Yalkut Shimoni has something extremely relevant to say about today's headlines.
 
Speaking about the relevant passage in the Yalkut Shimoni, Rabbi Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam, better known as the Klausenberger Rebbe, said, "Remember these words. Now, perhaps, they are not understood, but in time, they will be, and they will be a source of chizuk (strength) to Am Yisroel (the Jewish people)." The Klausenberger Rebbe was an Orthodox rabbi with thousands of followers in the years prior to World War II. Most of his followers were murdered in the Holocaust. The Klausenberger Rebbe died in Israel in 1994.
 
What was the prophecy of the Yalkut Shimoni that the Klausenberger Rebbe knew would bring comfort and strength to the Jewish people at a future date? The Yalkut Shimoni predicted that the year the Messiah would appear, the "King of Persia [Iran] will provoke the King of Arabia [Saudi Arabia]."
 
The two main sects in Islam are Sunni and Shia. While they both have much in common, the differences between the two sects in Islam have led to a long history of violent and deadly conflict among Muslims . Many of today's political and diplomatic conflicts between Iran and other Muslim countries are connected to this Sunni-Shia divide
 
Not surprisingly, Iran and Saudi Arabia do not share the same Muslim sect. Although the vast majority of the Islamic world today is Sunni, Iran, and, to a lesser degree Iraq, are home to the majority of the region's Shiite Muslims. Saudi Arabia is more than 90 percent Sunni. Iran, by contrast, is 95 percent Shiite. 
 
Thus, when angry Shiite Iranians recently overran the Saudi embassy in Tehran this past Sunday to protest the execution of a Shiite Muslim cleric named Nimr al-Nimr, the duel between the Sunnis and the Shiites was inflamed. As a consequence, Saudi Arabia gave Iranian diplomats 48 hours to pack up and leave.
 
The full text of the Yalkut Shimoni connects the political tension between Iran and Saudi Arabia with good news about the full redemption of the Jewish people.
 
"Rabbi Yizchok said: 'The year that Melech HaMoshiach [Messiah the King] will be revealed, all the nations of the world will be provoking each other. The King of Persia (Iran) will provoke the King of Arabia, and the King of Arabia will go to Edom (the West) to take counsel, but the King of Persia will in turn, destroy the entire world. The nations of the world will be outraged and panicked. They will fall on their faces, and they will experience pains like birth pangs. Israel too will be outraged and in a state of panic and ask, where do we go? But say unto them, "My children, do not fear, 'Higiyah zman geulatchem'  [the time of your redemption has come]. And in the last redemption will be different from the first which was followed by further bondage and pain. After this last redemption, you will not again experience any further pain or subjugation."
 
Rabbi Baruch Cohen, a civil trial attorney in the US and pro-Israel blogger at American Trial Attorneys In Defense of Israel shared with Breaking Israel News the enthusiasm many feel when comparing the ancient prophecy to current events. 
 
"It is incredible to see Chazal's [the Jewish sages'] prophecies come to life in real time in today's headlines," he said. 
 
"The Baal Haturim [early 14th century scholar of Jewish law] explains when Yishmael [Ishmael, meaning the Muslim Arabs] will fall and be finally defeated in the end of days, then the Moshiach [messiah] - the descendant of Yishai [father of King David], who is himself a descendant of Yitzchak [Issac], will come. Even in the most terrifying of times, we are comforted by the fact that eventually, with the ultimate downfall of the descendants of Yishmael, we will merit the final redemption by our righteous Moshiach." 
 
Cohen concluded his comments to Breaking Israel News with with a spiritual challenge to those who are waiting for the Messiah to come and redeem humanity.
 
"Yishmael typifies the power of prayer. He himself was born out of the power of the prayer of his mother Hagar. To this very day, the Arabs excel in prayer, which occupies a significant place in their daily ritual. In order to counteract the power of their prayer, we need to improve the concentration and intensity of our own prayers."
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Discovery of Water Deep Below Earth's Surface May Confirm Biblical Accounts - By Garrett Haley - http://christiannews.net/2016/01/04/discovery-of-water-deep-below-earths-surface-may-confirm-biblical-accounts/
 
Scientists who have long been puzzled by the origins of Earth's water are beginning to believe it originated deep inside of the planet-just like the Bible describes.
 
Where did our planet's water come from? This question remains a hotly-debated issue among geologists and astronomers, who concede that it is still largely a mystery. Evolutionists who believe the Earth was originally a hot molten sphere abounding with toxic gases have struggled to make sense of the abundance of water currently on our planet.
 
"Water is so vital to our survival, but strangely enough, we don't know the first thing about it-literally the first," wrote Brian Greene in a "Smithsonian Magazine" article. "Where does water, a giver and taker of life on planet Earth, come from?"
 
Some scientists have postulated that Earth's water must have come from external sources, like asteroids. Perhaps they collided with Earth billions of years ago and thereby brought liquid water to the planet.
 
The Bible tells a different story. According to Genesis, God initially created Earth as a water-covered sphere (1:1-2), then separated the waters from the waters to create the sky or atmosphere (1:7). Later, during the Great Flood, the Bible describes "the fountains of the great deep" breaking open and inundating the globe with water (7:11).
 
New scientific findings seem to support the Bible's account. A report published recently in the journal "Nature" proposes that water actually originated deep inside of the Earth. The report is based on research conducted by an international team of a dozen scientists.
 
"The ultimate origin of water in the Earth's hydrosphere is in the deep Earth-the mantle," the scientists wrote in their report.
 
 
The scientists say a layer of the Earth's mantle about 250 to 410 miles below the surface "could be a major repository for water" and "have a key role in terrestrial magmatism and plate tectonics."
 
The researchers based their findings on diamonds discovered in Brazil that originated deep inside the mantle of the Earth. They found a water-rich mineral-ringwoodite-inside the diamonds, leading them to believe that copious amounts of water may exist deep below Earth's surface.
 
"The presence of hydrous ringwoodite in a diamond from transition-zone depths supports the view that high fluid activity, notably that of water, has a key role in the genesis of ultradeep diamonds," the scientists explained in their nine-page report.
 
Graham Pearson, a Canadian geochemist who led the diamond study, said their findings suggest underground water is abundant.
 
"It's actually the confirmation that there is a very, very large amount of water that's trapped in a really distinct layer in the deep Earth," he said, according to "Live Science." "It translates into a very, very large mass of water, approaching the sort of mass of water that's present in all the world's ocean."
 
Scientists stress that these findings are not conclusive and the subject remains controversial. However, the new evidence of plentiful underground water appear to confirm the Bible's records that "the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God" (2 Peter 3:5).
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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	The Burden of Damascus and The Psalm 83 War - Preview



Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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Nearing Midnight: Piercing the Perils of 2016 - Terry James -   http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
Never in my own memory has a new year appeared at its beginning to be more prophetically interesting. Never--in my thinking, at least--has one portended more perilous times, as the apostle Paul would have it. Yet I wouldn't trade my time on this darkening planet with anyone of any other generation. 
 
The fact that the Lord of Heaven has put me here at this strange, ominous, yet immensely fascinating time in history makes it all the more intriguing--even riveting, in terms of wanting to know what happens next. He has put you here, too, at this time when the final curtain is about to fall. He has trusted you to be an actor in at least part of the final scenes of this great, cosmic play called human history. No illustrious personages of the past--not Julius Caesar, not Napoleon Bonaparte, not Alexander the Great, not even Winston Churchill, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, or Ronald Reagan were so privileged. We are about to serve as active members of a most especially commissioned cast who populates the end-times stage. 
 
There is about to occur a schism--a separation--of cataclysmic proportion. It will rend one part of humanity from the other. It will not be a natural catastrophe that will inflict the humanity-dividing rift. It won't be great political upheaval in America and around the world that will cause the tearing apart of life upon the troubled planet. Those things will certainly happen. But it won't be acts of nature or of man that will bring about the very last scene of the age. That last act will be orchestrated by the Master Director of all Creation--by the Lord God of Heaven who is the final judge of good and evil. 
 
The excitement presaging that grand climax of the age is building. Momentous events, written on the pages of Holy Scripture, are about to come alive. The final curtain will rise when Jesus steps out on the clouds of glory and calls all believers--His Bride, the Church, to Himself. If you are a believer in Christ alone for salvation, you will catch the grand finale as you watch from the luxuriant balconies of Heaven. 
 
We see the drama building all around us for the tumultuous scenes set to play out during the times just ahead. The year 2016 is cloaked in the fog of malevolence this world continues to wrap itself in--an increasingly anti-God, anti-Christ vesture that embraces humanism forewarned about by the psalmist. 
 
Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. (Psalms 2: 1-3) 
 
A quick scan of the news just the past week exposes, I believe, the arrogance of those the Scriptures call "earth-dwellers" who incessantly strive to break asunder the governance God rightfully placed upon His creation called man. The reports are laden with prophetic indicators. 
 
One such report is seen in the prideful claims by a U.S. State Department spokesman, as the boast involves the increasing call for "peace and safety," While the situation in Syria grows intensely worse by the hour, with the Syrian people torn violently between the forces of Syrian dictator Basher Al-Assad and the hordes of ISIS murderers, Secretary of State John Kerry is lauded as bringing about a peace that just isn't happening and will never come to pass. 
 
State Department spokesman John Kirby wrote under the headline, "Bringing peace and security to Syria": "Under Secretary of State John Kerry's stewardship the United Nations passed a U.S. sponsored resolution to create a road map for Syria." Again, the problem is that like in all of the humanistic efforts at bringing true peace, the only "peacemaker" is kept out of the peacemaking. Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, is denied at every turn by the president of the very country that speciously purports to be making the peace. (President Obama, remember, upon his very first week in office, proclaimed that the United States is not a Christian nation.) 
 
The president of the United States of America, in effect, proclaimed regarding the governance of the God of Heaven: "Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us." 
 
We can believe what that omniscient, omnipotent, governing authority has to say about such arrogance and willfulness. The message is chilling for the planet's inhabitants who will be left behind when the great schism aforementioned takes place. 
 
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. (Psalms 2: 4-6) 
 
Details of what is about to take place in 2016, of course, lurks in the murkiness of an ever-increasing pall of trepidation. But, for those who are secure within the unshakable, impenetrable shelter of their Lord and Savior, there is no reason to fear. Piercing that black uncertainty is an effulgence that lights the path to the brightest of all possible futures. It is that Blessed Hope of Titus 2: 13! --Terry
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The Stand-Off in Oregon: Who's Right and Who's Wrong? - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2016/01/the-stand-off-in-oregon-whos-right-and.html
 
     Once again, there seems to be a powder keg about to be lit in America.  This time it is a standoff that involves the Hammond family of Oregon and the Federal government, and self-appointed patriots, spearheaded by Ammon Bundy of Nevada, who sincerely believe they are guarding the Constitutional rights of citizens.  But it is easy to get caught up in the rhetoric and the emotions, and difficult to discern the truth from the innuendo and personal agendas.
 
      After reading several accounts from various news sources, this is the case, as I understand it.... Everything takes place in the context of the Fish and Wildlife Service buying up all the land around the Hammond ranch for a wildlife refuge. Apparently owning half the land in the West was not good enough for the feds; more was better. Then, the feds allegedly took what seemed like retaliatory actions against the Hammonds after they refused to sell.
 
      The current crisis stems around what were designed to be controlled burns (or fires) conducted by the Hammonds in 2001 on their land; the first, to reduce juniper trees that have become invasive in that part of the country. That fire burned outside the Hammonds' private property line and took in 138 acres of unfenced BLM land before the Hammonds got it put out. No BLM firefighters were needed to help extinguish the fire and no fences were damaged.  Interestingly enough, a range conservationist for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) stated that this fire improved the rangeland conditions owned by the BLM.  Let me also say that burns such as this are common among ranchers and farmers in order to control invasive trees and plant life that can prohibit farming and grazing on private lands.
 
      There was then a second fire, in 2006, which was a backfire started by Steven Hammond to protect their property from fires being set by lightning.  Steven's wife, Susan, later testified in court, "There was fire all around them that was going to burn our house and all of our trees and everything. The opportunity to set a back-fire was there and it was very successful. It saved a bunch of land from burning."  However, the BLM asserts that one acre of federal land was burned by the Hammonds' backfire, and Susan says determining which fire burned which land is "a joke" because fires [from the lightning strikes] burned from every direction.
 
      The result of this actions was convictions by the federal government against the Hammond's for two counts of arson.  The dispute was over whether they intended the fires to spread to public lands, and a jury convicted Steven Hammond and his father, Dwight.  The judge in the case said that the damage to some juniper trees and sagebrush did not warrant the five-year mandatory minimum sentence under the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, and sentenced Dwight Hammond, the dad, to three months, and twelve months and a day for Steven Hammond, which they have served.
 
       But now, the Ninth Circuit has held that the minimum five-year sentence was not so disproportionate as to violate the Eighth Amendment's "cruel and unusual punishment" clause. So, now the Hammond's have been resentenced to five years in prison, under an antiterrorism law passed by Congress.  In fact, they made it clear that they intended to voluntarily turn themselves in and serve out the remainder of their sentence, under those federal minimum sentencing statutes, and after losing in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  And that brings us to the current standoff in Oregon.
 
      Since the Hammond's are willing to return to prison to serve the full five years of the mandatory minimum, they do not wish any interference from anti-government or patriot groups which see this case as an overreach by the government.  The Bundy group, however, is the same group of people who backed Cliven Bundy, a Nevada rancher, who accused federal government officials of trying to illegally push his cattle off of protected BLM federal land.  That standoff came perilously close to pitting armed civilians against federal government agencies, with echoes of Ruby Ridge and Waco.  Fortunately, the government backed down and disaster was averted.
 
      But, somehow the Bundy group feels strongly that it is imperative they take a stand for the Hammond family, even though the Hammond family has not asked for help, nor do they want it.  Furthermore, since Saturday, the Bundy protesters have taken over the headquarters of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge visitor's building, and refuse to leave until the five-year prison sentences handed by the Justice Department to the Hammond's are softened.  
 
      Naturally, this has caused a firestorm among politicians, lawmakers, constitutionalists, and patriot-minded Americans.  Everyone from Presidential candidates Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz, to Oath Keepers founder, Stewart Rhodes, to TV personality Montel Williams, have weighed in.  Rubio and Cruz both call for an end to the standoff and the end to lawlessness.  Cruz said, "Every one of us has a constitutional right to protest, to speak our minds.  But we don't have a constitutional right to use force and violence and to threaten force and violence on others. And so it is our hope that the protesters there will stand down peaceably, that there will not be a violent confrontation."  Rubio added that while he agreed with critics of federal land use policy, "Let me just say, first of all, you've got to follow the law... There are states dominated by the federal government in terms of land holding and we should fix it, but no one should be doing it in a way that's outside the law. We are a nation of laws, we should follow those laws and they should be respected."
 
      While the Oath Keepers organization is a non-partisan association of current and formerly serving military, police, and first responders, who pledge to fulfill the oath all military and police take to "defend the Constitution against all enemies, foreign and domestic", they do not intend to insert themselves in a situation where they are not wanted.  Their founder, Stewart Rhodes, released the following statement:  We cannot force ourselves or our protection on people who do not want it.   Dwight and Steven Hammond have made it clear, through their attorney, that they just want to turn themselves in and serve out their sentence. And that clear statement of their intent should be the end of the discussion on this.  No patriot group or individual has the right or the authority to force an armed standoff on this family, or around them, against their wishes.  You cannot help someone who does not want your help, and who are not willing and ready to take a hard stand themselves.
 
      But then there are those like Montel Williams, who appears to encourage lawlessness by government officials, themselves, in the face of constitutional protests.  Williams said in several Twitter messages he's quite OK with authorities using deadly force to take out the Oregon protesters who've taken over a federal building - that they're "buffoons" with "terrorist" tendencies and unworthy of constitutional protections.  What?!?  Deadly force?  Unworthy of constitutional protections?  As nervous as it makes me for the protestors to push the envelope of civil disobedience, this kind of talk from a celebrity mouthpiece sickens me.  Since when does a private citizen feel compelled to call for deadly force against another citizen?  And who is he to judge that they are not due constitutional protection?
 
      While it sometimes seems to me that man's laws are becoming subject to tyrants and public opinion, I must remind myself that all government has been instituted by God.  I know, I know, that is so difficult to understand in the midst of perceived injustice.  But we must remember that there can be NO power, of ANY government, except what God allows.  So we must always keep in mind that He is working out a purpose that is probably far different than what any personal agenda for "improvement" that we deem necessary.  When our leaders are self-serving-or even outright devilish-it is God's responsibility to remove them-NOT OURS! 
 
      If ever there was injustice, it was the Roman tyranny over Judah when Jesus walked the earth.  Yet our LORD did not advocate the overthrow of the Roman government, even though He could have called down armies of angels to do His will.  It is a difficult concept for us humans to know how to act in love and righteousness when faced with corruption, unfairness, tyranny, and repression.  No matter how hard it is to understand, we are called to follow our nation's laws until they are in direct conflict with God's laws -- no matter how wrong or unfair they seem.  From my Biblical standpoint, the Hammond's have taken the high, and more difficult, road.  May God's peace abound in the wake of their tough decision.
 
Thank you to Patterico's Pontifications website for the clear and precise understanding of the Hammond family's court cases.  
 
I Timothy 2:1-2     "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."
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Daily Jot: Conundrum: A prophetic people and Islam - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
There is a story by AFP about the year anniversary of a terrorist attack in a Paris kosher store following the Charlie Hebdo jihadist attack and how the Jews in France have learned to live under armed guard. Ironic that European Jews are living under armed guard as free and protected people in contrast to Hitler's Europe where they were held under armed guard in ghettos and death camps. They are now prisoners of their freedom because the world refuses to recognize Islam for the political death cult it is. How little things have changed in the past 70 years. Once Nazi tyranny, now Islamic oppression. Satan's players change, but the game is the same. It's time for the world to admit that Islam is antithetic to any good.
 
Christians are faced with a conundrum: We are commanded to preach the gospel to the ends of the earth and to make disciples. Yet the brutally violent Islam seeks to destroy us, especially if we attempt to evangelize its followers. Some take the stance that Islam is so evil that it should be rooted out. Others take the position that we must have complete reconciliation with Islam through acceptance, fellowship and cooperation. Neither position is correct. This is not "either-or," but rather something in between. We must keep in mind 2 Corinthians 6:14: "Be you not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? and what partnership has light with darkness?"
 
At the same time, we should remember 2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." The conundrum becomes how to embrace the concept that none should perish and at the same time not fellowship with darkness. The answer is to recognize the evil of Islam as a system, and also understand that individuals who follow Islam need to know the Lord. My point is that for life's sake, we must stand against Islam as an evil entity, and work to bring the true Word of God, Jesus Christ, to individual Muslims. This is a true test of us as Christians and a prophetic people.
 
In Africa, we stand against Islam at every juncture. Years ago, an Islamic-inspired terrorist group was invading Christian villages, killing men, women and children with machetes because they would not submit to Islam. We brought attention to this, exposed it to the light, and the government was pressured to act against the Islamists. At the same time, we created relationships with individual Muslims and engaged them with the gospel. You may say that you are not "called" to the Muslims. It's difficult for me, too. But I am called and commissioned to share the gospel and to make disciples. The way for the Church to destroy Islam is through the love of Christ. That's how we protect our nation in the long run. Think about it.
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Daily Devotion: The Call to Discipleship - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
So he departed from there, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle on him. -1 Kings 19:19
 
The ministry of the great prophet Elijah was coming to an end. God had directed him to pass his mantle on, which meant the calling that God placed on Elijah's life was about to be placed on Elijah's successor. It would be symbolized by Elijah's pulling off his mantle and giving it to someone else in a symbolic way.
 
Interestingly, the man to whom Elijah passed his calling had a similar name: Elisha. Elisha didn't have to take up the calling to be the prophet to the nation of Israel. He had a choice in the matter. He could have said, "That's okay. I'm out. This is too much for me." But he didn't. He accepted it.
 
Elijah was doing what every mature Christian should do. Whether you're a preacher, a missionary or a believer just living your life in this very harsh world, you are called to help others. After you have known the Lord for a while, you need to mentor other people. Older women should mentor younger women. Older men should mentor younger men.
 
Quite frankly, this a part of the Great Commission. The Great Commission is not merely to preach the gospel. The Great Commission is to go and "make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that [He has] commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20).
 
The goal is to tell people about Jesus, try to lead them to the Lord, and then prayerfully take them under your wing and help them get on their feet spiritually.
 
We all have a part to play. I think somewhere along the line, evangelism has been isolated from discipleship. But you need younger Christians-and younger Christians need you.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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