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	1/12/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
At least 3.7 million march in France to honor attack victims 
Tens of thousands worldwide gather to show solidarity with French terror victims
Netanyahu, Abbas among heads-of-state leading over a million in Paris march 
Netanyahu thanks France for strong stance against anti-Semitism, terrorism in wake of attacks 
PM working to bring Paris terror victims' bodies to Israel for burial; funeral planned for Tuesday
PMO confirms France opposed Netanyahu's attendance at Paris rally
European Jews split on dangers of nationalist backlash to terror 
France has belatedly woken up to the jihadist threat
Hundreds of 'No-Go Zones' Across France Are Off-Limits to Non-Muslims 
Lack of top-level US official at Paris march raises some eyebrows
Paris attacks: US will host summit to counter international terrorism
Both brothers behind Paris attack had weapons training in Yemen
Egyptian cleric rejoices in Charlie Hebdo shooting attack
Jewish Agency expects far more French Jews to move to Israel 
Israel's Absorption Minister calls on government to ease aliya hurdles 
Hamas Calls United States 'Rude and Racist'
World's biggest ship, named after Nazi SS officer, stirs protest in Rotterdam 
Minister: Islamic State carried out Lebanon cafe attack 
Syrian rebels: Iranian officers spotted near site of reported nuclear facility
Iran says to explore with US ways to speed up nuclear talks 
Iraq may need three years to restructure and rebuild military: PM
Over 70 IS militants killed in clashes in northern Iraq
Islamic State kills 24 Kurds in surprise attack in North Iraq 
US-led forces carry out 19 air strikes in Syria and Iraq 
U.S. airstrike in Syria may have killed 50 civilians
Pakistani soldier beheaded by Afghan, Pakistani IS supporters 
Two suspected child suicide bombers hit north Nigeria town 
Islam is the Most Violent Religion in the World, But Let's Keep Calling it 'Peaceful' Anyway
Attorney General Holder: US 'at war with terrorists' 
F.B.I. Is Broadening Surveillance Role, Report Shows
India: Ban Pledges UN Commitment To Gandhi' Vision Of Peace, Tolerance, Dignity For All
In China, a church-state showdown of biblical proportions
AirAsia Flight 8501: One of Jet's Black-Box Recorders Is Recovered 
South Korean president says open to summit with North's Kim, no pre-condition
Venezuela's Maduro holds talks in OPEC kingpin Saudi
Saudi prince: $100-a-barrel oil 'never' again
US gas prices hit lowest levels since April 2009 
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Longyearbyen, Svalbard and Jan Mayen
4.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Vik, Iceland 
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 19,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 13,000ft
Brazil drought brews trouble for coffee market
Thousands more poultry culled as bird flu fears grow in Taiwan
Five years after quake, cholera epidemic haunts Haiti
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Lies, Palestinian Promises and Abbas
1. Satanic Hatred of Israel
1. Nearing Midnight: Israel's Self-Delusion
1. Obama Declares War On 'Extremism' - Are You An 'Extremist' According To His Definition?
1. The Daily Jot: Terrorist cells in the US
1. Daily Devotion: The Why of Divine Election
1. Featured Article: Psalm 83 War Coming Soon?    
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Lies, Palestinian Promises and Abbas - Dr. David Hocking - http://www.davidhocking.org/blog/?cat=1 
 
 
There is an old saying that, "promises, like pie crust, are meant to be broken."
 
This may be somewhat cynical but when it refers to the promises made to Israel by the Arabs who call themselves Palestinians, it is utterly apt.
 
Never in the history of international diplomacy has so much dissimilitude been perpetrated for so long by one side - the PLO and it's grotesque offspring, the so-called Palestinian Authority. It's congenital untruthfulness and corresponding Israeli gullibility has resulted in disastrous and horrendous consequences for the embattled State of Israel.
 
The Arab League created the PLO in 1964 - three years before the so-called "occupation" - and as an instrument to destroy the Jewish state. It soon came under the infernal leadership of Yasser Arafat.
 
,,,"land for peace" and the "two state solution" must now be replaced with the only word that matters for Israel's survival: Sovereignty.
 The same Egyptian born, Yasser Arafat, had tried to take over Jordan with his horde of terrorists but had been driven out and pushed into Lebanon by King Hussein in September, 1970. It was a bloodbath that resulted in the Jordanian Arab Legion killing thousands of PLO gunmen. Arafat's surviving PLO thugs then turned Lebanon, that once Christian nation, into a living hell with Christians massacred.
 
Arafat's terror gangs were in turn eventually thrown out of Lebanon many years later by the Israel Defense Force (IDF). The PLO had made life in northern Israel intolerable due to their murderous infiltrations across the Lebanese-Israel border with the cold blooded killing of Israeli children. Remember, Ma'alot, Avivim, Kiryat Sh'mona?
 
Regrettably, Arafat slipped through Israel's hands in Beirut and was allowed to escape with many of his thugs to Tunis, helped by the U.S. If he had been left to rot in Tunis, many, many lives would have been saved in subsequent years, but the deluded Israeli Left later invited Yasser Arafat to leave his well-deserved exile in Tunis and rebuild his terror regime, corrupt dictatorship and kleptocracy again; this time in the very heart of biblical and ancestral Jewish Judea and Samaria (the so-called 'West Bank').
 
The leftwing Rabin government even gave weapons to Arafat's growing army believing that it would accord with the Oslo Peace Agreement whereby security would be maintained by Arafat's goons. But, as anyone with eyes to see and ears to hear knew, the weapons were instead soon used against Israeli civilians. These acts of towering and monumental stupidity by the Left led Israel down a road map to near self-destruction.
 
Dr. Martin Sherman has tirelessly exposed the insanity and inanity of the Israeli Left while at the same time lamenting the inadequacy and incompetence of the Israeli Right. For instance, Dr. Sherman refers to the words of the leftist, Yossi Beilin, who is arguably the baleful architect of the catastrophic Oslo Agreement.
 
Beilin wrote in the Israeli newspaper, Maariv, the following delusional screed about what would be done if the Palestinians continued their terrorism in defiance of the so-called Oslo Peace Accords:
 
The ultimate test of this agreement will be a test of blood. If it becomes clear that [the Palestinians] cannot overcome terror, this will be a temporary accord and... we will have no choice but to abrogate it. And if there is no choice, the IDF will return to the places it is about to leave in the upcoming months.
- Yossi Beilin, Ma'ariv, November 26, 1993
 
Well, it never was intended to become a temporary accord by those pushing for its implementation and Israel was subsequently pressured by the U.S. not to return to the places it had so foolishly vacated - certainly not when the Clinton Administration invested so much into an agreement.
 
After all, Clinton recognized the terrorist PLO and required Israel to begin undertaking the unthinkable - the abandonment of ancestral, biblical and strategic Jewish land to the arch-terrorist, Yasser Arafat.
 
The die was cast on that fateful day when a somber Yitzhak Rabin shook hands with a grinning Arafat on the White House lawn. And what was promised to Rabin by the liar in chief, Arafat, was an amendment to the Palestinian Covenant that calls for Israel's destruction.
 
It, of course, never happened. But what did happen was what we now call the Oslo War. In fact Arafat flew to South Africa immediately afterwards where, in a Durban mosque, he reassured his Muslim audience - in Arabic - that he would never make peace with the Jews.
 
In 1994, Israel - the only party that has ever carried out its part of this Faustian bargain - transferred control of Gaza and Jericho to Arafat under yet another accord; this one called the Cairo Accord.
 
Again, Arafat promised to increase his efforts to combat Palestinian terror attacks. His promise was made with a forked tongue and more Jews perished at the hands of Palestinian gunmen. But still the naïve and deluded Israeli leaders persisted in carrying out the letter of the agreements they, oh, so foolishly signed.
 
In 1995 the Jewish state transferred control of six cities in Judea and Samaria (the so-called 'West Bank') to Arafat as fulfillment of the Oslo-2 Accord. Again, Arafat promised to crack down on Palestinian terror against Israelis. It was all lies for with such creatures as Arafat, talk is cheap. Muslims are taught to lie to "infidels" in pursuit of Islamic aims. It is enshrined in the Koran and is called Takiyyah.
 
So while Jewish corpses piled up, Israel yet again made even more concessions to the growing cancer of Arafat's Arab entity plaguing Judea and Samaria and all parts of Israel. And all the while the Israelis alone were urged to take, "risks for peace." Such risks with an implacable Muslim enemy mean ultimate national suicide.
 
In January, 1997 Prime Minister Netanyahu gave away control of most of Hevron - one of the four Jewish holy cities - to what was now called the Palestinian Authority. And again, from Arafat's mouth spewed the bogus promise of combatting Palestinian Arab terror against the Jewish state.
 
Can there be any understanding of why so many Israeli leaders and politicians continue to put their trust in the cynically duplicitous promises of the Arabs who call themselves Palestinians or in the arguably less than friendly Obama Administration and State Department? 
 
Even after all the dread experience of putting trust in the deceitful words of the PA, the Israeli leader, Ariel Sharon, in 2005 horribly expelled 10,000 Jewish souls from their villages and farms in Gaza. In return we all know the result: wars, terror, misery and nearly 12,000 missiles aimed at Israeli civilians to date.
 
The so-called Palestinians - now under the leadership of Arafat's lieutenant, the financier of the Munich Massacre and a Holocaust denier, Mahmoud Abbas - will never carry out any commitments made to Israel. Abbas' trip to France to march against terror is just another example of Islamic Takiyyah.
 
As I have written so many times before, where the Muslim foot has trod triumphal in the name of Allah, that land is forever in the Dar al-Islam (the House of Islam).
 
If it is lost to the "infidel" then it enters the Dar al-Harb (the House of War) and it is incumbent upon every Muslim to wage eternal war until it is recovered.
 
Thus, the Palestinian Authority, which is overwhelmingly Muslim, will never make peace with the Jewish state: Period.
 
That being the case, any Israeli who still believes that there ever will be peace with the Palestinian Authority or - heaven forbid - with a state called Palestine, (one that has never existed as a sovereign state in all of recorded history) is terminally deluded and must never, ever be allowed to govern Israel or make any concession to any Muslim entity.
 
Alas, we can expect the Livnis and the Herzogs and all their benighted leftwing followers to continue the "land for peace" lunacy that has brought Israel to the present tragic plight. With another election now due in March, the question remains: Will the result be another lost opportunity, another suicidal compromise, that brings yet another rudderless Israeli ship of state? 
 
Long overdue is for the Israeli Right to once and for all hammer away relentlessly to the Israeli public that the infamous euphemisms for Israel's destruction and death, namely "land for peace" and the "two state solution" must now be replaced with the only word that matters for Israel's survival: Sovereignty.
 
The Jewish homeland must extend in every last centimeter from the River Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea. It is not enough to annex just Area C. The Right must end its absurd preoccupation with arguing why the Left is wrong and instead begin articulating why the indigenous people, the native people, the Jews, must not allow alien Arab enemies to lay claim to any part of its patrimony and God given Covenanted land. Oh, how the world will howl. But let it.
 
Only then may the Right not only win elections but no longer see the electorate's trust in them betrayed by subsequent tragic concessions to the Left. The Right must transform Israel into a nation that, though still hated by a morally compromised world, nevertheless will be a strong Torah based nation feared and respected by its enemies.
 
Martin Sherman is absolutely correct when he points to the utterly depressing reality in Israeli politics, namely the inability of the Right to finally defang the corrosive leftwing doctrine of appeasement and capitulation that always rears its ugly head. As he so cogently states in his most recent article published on January 1, 2015 titled: Delusional, destructive Left, incompetent, impotent Right:
 
"The fact that the Right has not been able to marshal the intellectual depth, ideological vigor and political acumen to dispatch this demonstrably delusional doctrine to the garbage heap of history, with all the scorn and ridicule it so richly deserves, is as incomprehensible as it is inexcusable."
 
And with an election coming soon, he ends with the following prescient words:
 
"Unless there is a far-reaching enhancement in the intellectual fare offered the voter, the grim choice confronting him/her will once again be between a delusional Left and an incompetent Right."
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Satanic Hatred of Israel - By Dan Payne - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/payne43.html 
 
 
Many articles, books, seminars, speeches, and events denigrate those of us who support the nation of Israel because we have the audacity to take the Bible literally.
 
In this article I would like to directly address those who claim to be Christians yet at the same time ridicule some of us as "wicked and heretical Dispensationalists" who "blindly" support the nation of Israel.  
 
Here goes...
 
So you want to show support and mercy toward barbaric killers while at the same time condemning those who are defending themselves and their families from those same barbaric killers?
 
What is your rationale for engaging in such a contradiction to humanity?
 
What is that you say? Israel also acts barbarically when it commits the "war crime" of defending its people? Does Israel not take great effort to follow all Geneva Convention rules when it engages in self-defense? Does it not follow humane practices when it captures prisoners of war? Do those who call themselves Palestinians follow these same humane rules set out by the Geneva Convention?  
 
Are you actually going to tell me with a straight face that if you were captured on the battlefield you would rather trust your own safety to Hamas as opposed to the IDF (Israeli Defense Forces)?  
 
Do you want to pick apart every indiscriminate sin committed by Israel in its own defense and ignore the mass torture and murder committed by the hateful terrorist regime Hamas? Do you choose to ignore the fact that Hamas uses its own women and children as human shields against Israeli weapons?
 
Oh yeah, you're right, what about that time when  Israeli soldiers rounded up groups of its own citizens whom it claimed were collaborating with the "enemy." They subsequently lined them up on public sidewalks surrounding their place of worship and shot them in cold blood in front of their family members without mercy, let alone a trial.  
 
Oh wait, hang on a second... that wasn't the IDF that was Hamas! (Sorry, my mistake.)  
 
It appears that you are judging Israel for every private sin she has ever committed in self-defense while at the same time ignoring the far more brutal actions of her enemies. Okay, let's turn the tables. Would you rather that I or others should see every private sin that you've ever committed and judge you for all of that right here and now?
 
You wouldn't? Then why are you using the same standard to judge Israel?
 
Jumping on any perceived slight committed by the Jews or Israel with "Gotcha!" accusations resembles how atheists do the same thing to Christians (however major or minor the offense).
 
Atheists who hate God are usually faster to the draw than their own shadow at shooting accusations toward anyone caught in sin who claims to be a Christian:  
 
"Those hypocrites look at them! They tell us we're going to hell for our sins and look at them! They get mad and cuss, smoke and drink, and watch some of the same smutty shows that we do! Who do they think they are?!"
 
Of course, all Christians should strive for that untrue criticism of our  good conduct spoken of by the apostle Peter: "Having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed" (1 Peter 3:16).
 
No nation is perfect just like no person is perfect. However, there are nations and people who are committed to act reasonably and mercifully whenever they can. To jump on their unintentional mistakes while ignoring the outrageous  intentional violent atrocities committed by their enemies is insane.
 
By the way, I can prove to you that it's insane. Follow this simple logic with me. By condemning Israel for bringing harm to human beings you are thereby admitting that you agree that bringing harm to human beings is a  bad thing.
 
It logically follows then that bringing more harm to more people is worse than bringing less harm to less people. Israel's law-abiding citizens enjoy most of the freedoms afforded to a modern democratic society. Only two people have been executed in the history of the current State of Israel.  
 
In contrast, the citizens of the Gaza Strip enjoy all of the freedoms that go along with Hamas' version of Sharia Law. Hamas has killed more than 120 Palestinian youths for defying house arrest and killed an additional 30-40 Palestinians in extrajudicial executions after accusing them of being collaborators with Israel. And that was just last year (2014).
 
So what group is responsible for more harm to its own citizens? The leaders of Israel or the leaders of the Gaza Strip? Does it now seem logical for you to support Hamas and condemn Israel? Or does it seem insane?
 
If you say you are a Christian who serves the God of the Bible, then shouldn't you at least  desire to support the group whose religion is based upon the God of the Bible and  not the group whose religion is based upon opposition to the God of the Bible?
 
The first five books of the Bible are often referred to by Christians as the "Pentateuch," Jews refer to the Pentateuch as the "Torah." Jews treat the Torah as the most important part of their Bible. The Torah consists of the foundational narrative of the Jewish people as they were called into being by God. It also records their trials and tribulations, and their covenant with God which is the Law.
 
The Torah starts with "In the beginning God created" in the book of Genesis and ends with the death of Moses and the Lord's inauguration of Joshua to lead the His people into the Promised Land in the book of Deuteronomy. Over the centuries man has added his own words and traditions to the Word of God but that does not make the fundamental truth of God's Word null and void.
 
Our Lord Jesus and His apostles quoted from the books of Moses as true and trustworthy. The following quote by Dr. Merrill Unger agrees:
 
"The foundation of all revealed truth and of God's redemptive plan is based on the Pentateuch. If this foundation is unreliable, the whole Bible is unreliable." [1]
 
To whom do Israel's most vicious enemies refer to as god?
 
If you condemn fellow Christians as heretical and ignorant for "blindly" supporting Israel you are condemning them for believing the Word of God above the word of Man.
 
And by the way, it is  not "racism" to speak out against atrocities committed in the name of Islam. Islam is obviously a religion practiced by different races of people. Speaking out against the Jewish race  is racism and Israel is a Jewish nation.
 
To those of like faith: Do you wonder how such a large group of people who  claim to be Christians can cruise on an autopilot hatred for all things Israel and Jewish?
 
It's called apostasy my friends.
 
Disclaimer: We who speak out in support of Israel and Jewry are well aware of what that could mean for our safety in the future. We're certainly not trying to provoke someone to attack or arrest us but at the same time we cannot sit idly by without defending the God of the Bible and Israel.
 
The following is a news item I thought some of you might find of interest. On December 30th, 2014 a resolution for Palestinian statehood was presented for a vote to the members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).
 
Here are the results of the vote:
 
Russia, China, France, Jordan, Chad, Luxemburg, Argentina and Chile voted in favor of Palestinian statehood.  
 
The United States and Australia voted against it. The United Kingdom, Rwanda, Nigeria, Lithuania, and South Korea all abstained.
 
Nigeria was the country that determined the result of the UNSC vote; it moved from supporting the Palestinian resolution to abstaining.
 
Eight UNSC members voted in favor of the Palestinian bid; two showed support for Israel (for the time being) and voted against it; and five abstained.
 
Endnotes [1] Merrill F. Unger,  Unger's Bible Handbook, p. 35.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Nearing Midnight: Israel's Self-Delusion - Terry James - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html 
 
 
Israel's media--at least it more optimistic base--is peering into this New Year through its journalistic crystal ball. It is, however, a crystal ball full of opaqueness as thick as those old crystal balls that, when turned upside down and shaken, produced a snowy blizzard within the otherwise clear liquid. 
 
These well-meaning media pundits see the present petroleum downturn for their Arab enemies as a harbinger of things to come. The downturn of the fortunes of the Islamist governments surrounding the tiny Jewish state portends great things for their nation, they believe and forecast. Chief among the upturn in Israel's fortunes is the growing respect and welcome into the community of nations--according to our optimistic, journalist friends. I wish I could share their bright optimism for this coming year and beyond for Israel. I cannot. 
 
The optimism of which I write springs from the opinion piece, an excerpt of which follows: 
 
Op-ed: As the Gulf States are left with no money to spend and are experiencing internal shocks, the era of destructive Arab power is coming to an end; the Israeli mind and innovation era, on the other hand, is just beginning... The Arab oil era is over, and so is the destructive power of the Persian Gulf's oil dictatorships. These dictatorships have disgracefully controlled the failing Europe: Buying politicians, bribing companies, taking over the economy and gaining political power which was also used against Israel. It will take a few months, but both the Europeans and the Americans will realize that the era of the destructive Arab power is over, because the Gulf States will have no money to spend. On the contrary, they will be rocked from the inside by social, ethnic and terroristic shocks, as they will have no money left to continue satisfying terror. ("The Arab Oil Era Is Over," Israel Opinion, Ynetnews 1/5/15) 
 
The pundits base their rosy outlook on the fact that market pressures have greatly reduced the dollars per barrel for petroleum. The belief is that the United States and Canada, in particular, are in the process of replacing the tremendous Saudi and other oil suppliers as the biggest producers of the world's petroleum. 
 
They offer as proof that this replacement is already underway, the fact that America, Europe, and other nations now ignore Arab hatred of Israel in their call to sanction Israel in the UN. The world's nations no longer feel threatened by Arab extortion --held hostage to the threat to take drastic oil-supply action if the Arab countries and their oil lobby aren't obeyed. 
 
This punditry holds forth that many nations who previously wouldn't do business with Israel because of the above-stated extortion now are eager to take advantage of the tremendous technologies and other goods and services Israel can provide. They list such nations as India, Japan, China and South Korea as "close friends" in this new trade era, as they infer the immediate future to become. Israel's creativity fits well as a global trade model with these and other nations, according to the optimism these members of the pro-Israel media declare. 
 
As the excerpt above entails, much of their optimism revolves around the US and Canada's replacement of OPEC and other Arab interests as primary producers and suppliers. These pundits see continuing fracking-technologies development as keeping petroleum prices low, thus making the Arab intimidation/extortion threat no longer in effect. 
 
We can all wish this could be the course of 2015 and beyond. We would all like very much to see Israel accepted as the wonderfully and dynamically creative nation of people that it, in actuality, most certainly is in every respect. But, the optimism, although it looks to have validity for the moment to some extent, and maybe even for a number of months, is fraught with realities that will not allow the results these journalists desire and predict. 
 
The first roadblock is the anti-Semitism that is literally exploding worldwide. Others are an American presidential administration and State Department overtly on the side of Israel's antagonists; terrorist Islamist states and organizations devoted to Israel's destruction; and, most important of all, Bible prophecy that has reported the end from the beginning. 
 
The latter of these factors, of course, is not at fault for Israel's end-times marginalization and hatred by all of earth's nations (see Zechariah 12:1-2. God has seen fit to tell of these things. He doesn't cause them to come to pass. He is omniscient. His reporting is absolutely unfailing in its accuracy in every detail. Punditry can and most often does end in self-delusion, as we witness on a daily basis amongst the journalists of this world system. 
 
Make no mistake, however, God, the omniscient reporter of history from beginning to end, says Israel--His chosen nation--will be the Apex nation of the world, ultimately.
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Obama Declares War On 'Extremism' - Are You An 'Extremist' According To His Definition? - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/obama-declares-war-extremism-extremist-according-definition
 
 
Do you know what an "extremist" is?  In the wake of the horrible terror attacks on the offices of Charlie Hebdo in France, Barack Obama is speaking very boldly about the need to win the war against "extremists", and he has announced plans to host a major global summit on "extremism" next month.  And on the surface that sounds great.  But precisely how are we supposed to determine whether someone is an "extremist" or not?  What criteria should we use?  As you will see below, your definition of an "extremist" may be far, far different from the definition that Barack Obama is using.  When you do a Google search, you will find that an "extremist" is defined as "a person who holds extreme or fanatical political or religious views, especially one who resorts to or advocates extreme action."  According to Wikipedia, "extremism" is "an ideology (particularly in politics or religion), considered to be far outside the mainstream attitudes of a society or to violate common moral standards.  Extremism can take many forms, including political, religious and economic."  Please notice that neither of those definitions uses the word violence.  In this day and age, you can be considered an "extremist" simply based on what you believe, and as you will see later in this article there are now tens of millions of Americans that are considered to be "extremists" and "potential terrorists" according to official U.S. government documents.
 
When you use the word "extremist", you may have in your mind a picture of ISIS fighters or the terrorists from the Charlie Hebdo massacre.
 
But for elitists such as Barack Obama, the word "extremist" has a much broader meaning.  In recent years, it has become a code word for those that do not have an "enlightened" view of the world.  If your views on politics, religion or social issues are extremely different from the liberal, progressive views of "the mainstream" (as defined by the mainstream media and by "mainstream" politicians such as Barack Obama), then they consider you to be an extremist.
 
Early in the presidency of George W. Bush, we were told that Islamic terrorists were the enemy.  And so most of the country got behind the idea of the War on Terrorism.  But over the years that has morphed into a War on Extremism.  In fact, the Obama administration has gone so far as to remove almost all references to Islam from government terror training materials...
 
 
Deputy U.S. Attorney General James Cole confirmed on Wednesday that the Obama administration was pulling back all training materials used for the law enforcement and national security communities, in order to eliminate all references to Islam that some Muslim groups have claimed are offensive.
 
"I recently directed all components of the Department of Justice to re-evaluate their training efforts in a range of areas, from community outreach to national security," Cole told a panel at the George Washington University law school.
 
Now, much of the focus in law enforcement training materials is on "domestic extremists".  We are being told that "domestic extremism" is just as great a threat to our national security as terror groups overseas are.
 
But exactly who are these "domestic extremists"?
 
Well, the truth is that you may be one of them.
 
I want to share with you a list that I have shared in a couple of previous articles.  It is a list of 72 types of Americans that are considered to be "extremists" or "potential terrorists" in official U.S. government documents.  This list will really give you a good idea of what Barack Obama means when he uses the word "extremist".  Each of these 72 items is linked, so if you would like to go see the original source document for yourself, just click on the link.  As you can see, this list potentially includes most of the country...
 
1. Those that talk about "individual liberties"
 
2. Those that advocate for states' rights
 
3. Those that want "to make the world a better place"
 
4. "The colonists who sought to free themselves from British rule"
 
5. Those that are interested in "defeating the Communists"
 
6. Those that believe "that the interests of one's own nation are separate from the interests of other nations or the common interest of all nations"
 
7. Anyone that holds a "political ideology that considers the state to be unnecessary, harmful,or undesirable"
 
8. Anyone that possesses an "intolerance toward other religions"
 
9. Those that "take action to fight against the exploitation of the environment and/or animals"
 
10. "Anti-Gay"
 
11. "Anti-Immigrant"
 
12. "Anti-Muslim"
 
13. "The Patriot Movement"
 
14. "Opposition to equal rights for gays and lesbians"
 
15. Members of the Family Research Council
 
16. Members of the American Family Association
 
17. Those that believe that Mexico, Canada and the United States "are secretly planning to merge into a European Union-like entity that will be known as the 'North American Union'"
 
18. Members of the American Border Patrol/American Patrol
 
19. Members of the Federation for American Immigration Reform
 
20. Members of the Tennessee Freedom Coalition
 
21. Members of the Christian Action Network
 
22. Anyone that is "opposed to the New World Order"
 
23. Anyone that is engaged in "conspiracy theorizing"
 
24. Anyone that is opposed to Agenda 21
 
25. Anyone that is concerned about FEMA camps
 
26. Anyone that "fears impending gun control or weapons confiscations"
 
27. The militia movement
 
28. The sovereign citizen movement
 
29. Those that "don't think they should have to pay taxes"
 
30. Anyone that "complains about bias"
 
31. Anyone that "believes in government conspiracies to the point of paranoia"
 
32. Anyone that "is frustrated with mainstream ideologies"
 
33. Anyone that "visits extremist websites/blogs" 
 
34. Anyone that "establishes website/blog to display extremist views"
 
35. Anyone that "attends rallies for extremist causes"
 
36. Anyone that "exhibits extreme religious intolerance"
 
37. Anyone that "is personally connected with a grievance"
 
38. Anyone that "suddenly acquires weapons"
 
39. Anyone that "organizes protests inspired by extremist ideology"
 
40. "Militia or unorganized militia"
 
41. "General right-wing extremist"
 
42. Citizens that have "bumper stickers" that are patriotic or anti-U.N.
 
43. Those that refer to an "Army of God"
 
44. Those that are "fiercely nationalistic (as opposed to universal and international in orientation)"
 
45. Those that are "anti-global"
 
46. Those that are "suspicious of centralized federal authority"
 
47. Those that are "reverent of individual liberty"
 
48. Those that "believe in conspiracy theories"
 
49. Those that have "a belief that one's personal and/or national 'way of life' is under attack"
 
50. Those that possess "a belief in the need to be prepared for an attack either by participating in paramilitary preparations and training or survivalism"
 
51. Those that would "impose strict religious tenets or laws on society (fundamentalists)"
 
52. Those that would "insert religion into the political sphere"
 
53. Anyone that would "seek to politicize religion"
 
54. Those that have "supported political movements for autonomy"
 
55. Anyone that is "anti-abortion"
 
56. Anyone that is "anti-Catholic"
 
57. Anyone that is "anti-nuclear"
 
58. "Rightwing extremists"
 
59. "Returning veterans"
 
60. Those concerned about "illegal immigration"
 
61. Those that "believe in the right to bear arms"
 
62. Anyone that is engaged in "ammunition stockpiling"
 
63. Anyone that exhibits "fear of Communist regimes"
 
64. "Anti-abortion activists"
 
65. Those that are against illegal immigration
 
66. Those that talk about "the New World Order" in a "derogatory" manner
 
67. Those that have a negative view of the United Nations
 
68. Those that are opposed "to the collection of federal income taxes"
 
69. Those that supported former presidential candidates Ron Paul, Chuck Baldwin and Bob Barr
 
70. Those that display the Gadsden Flag ("Don't Tread On Me")
 
71. Those that believe in "end times" prophecies
 
72. Evangelical Christians
 
Do you fit into any of those categories?
 
Personally, I fit into a couple dozen of them.
 
That is why alarm bells should go off whenever Barack Obama speaks of the need to crack down on "extremism".
 
If Barack Obama wants to denounce Islamic terror, he should do so.  But because of his extreme political correctness, he goes out of his way to avoid any connection between Islam and terror.  Instead, he speaks of the need to recognize "Islam's role in advancing justice, progress, tolerance, and the dignity of all human beings" and he insists that "the future must not belong to those who slander the prophet of Islam."
 
Meanwhile, our liberties and freedoms are being eroded a little bit more with each passing day.  In the name of fighting "terrorism" or "extremism", our government is constructing a Big Brother police state control grid all around us.  I like the way that Ron Paul described what is happening to us just the other day...
 
If Americans were honest with themselves they would acknowledge that the Republic is no more. We now live in a police state. If we do not recognize and resist this development, freedom and prosperity for all Americans will continue to deteriorate. All liberties in America today are under siege.
 
It didn't happen overnight. It took many years of neglect for our liberties to be given away so casually for a promise of security from the politicians. The tragic part is that the more security was promised - physical and economic - the less liberty was protected.
 
With cradle-to-grave welfare protecting all citizens from any mistakes and a perpetual global war on terrorism, which a majority of Americans were convinced was absolutely necessary for our survival, our security and prosperity has been sacrificed.
 
It was all based on lies and ignorance. Many came to believe that their best interests were served by giving up a little freedom now and then to gain a better life.
 
The trap was set. At the beginning of a cycle that systematically undermines liberty with delusions of easy prosperity, the change may actually seem to be beneficial to a few. But to me that's like excusing embezzlement as a road to leisure and wealth - eventually payment and punishment always come due. One cannot escape the fact that a society's wealth cannot be sustained or increased without work and productive effort. Yes, some criminal elements can benefit for a while, but reality always sets in.
 
Reality is now setting in for America and for that matter for most of the world. The piper will get his due even if "the children" have to suffer. The deception of promising "success" has lasted for quite a while. It was accomplished by ever-increasing taxes, deficits, borrowing, and printing press money. In the meantime the policing powers of the federal government were systematically and significantly expanded. No one cared much, as there seemed to be enough "gravy" for the rich, the poor, the politicians, and the bureaucrats.
 
The country that our forefathers founded is dying.
 
Now, individuals and organizations that attempt to restore the values that our founders once believed in so strongly are regarded as dangerous "extremists" that need to be watched carefully.
 
Sadly, most Americans don't even realize what is happening to this nation.  As long as they are fed a constant diet of mindless entertainment, most Americans are perfectly content to let "the experts" do their thinking for them.
 
We are steamrolling toward oblivion, and most of the country is dead asleep.
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The Daily Jot: Terrorist cells in the US - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
The ranking minority member of the Senate Intelligence Committee believes there are terrorist cells in the United States similar to the one that attacked a French media outlet, killing over a dozen people in revenge for printing cartoons about the Islamic prophet Mohammad. Senator Diane Feinstein (D-Ca) told CNN, "I think there are sleeper cells not only in France, but certainly in other countries and, yes, in our own. This calls for vigilance...Hopefully, we can be more active in terms of doing those things which enable us to find terrorists, see who they're communicating with and to track that." Feinstein seems to ignore that her party's White House has refused to secure the US borders, allowing such infiltration.
 
While some 40 world leaders were marching with thousands of others in unity in France against Islamic terrorism, the occupant of the Oval Office snubbed the event by staying home to watch the NFL playoffs, according to the UK Daily Mail, sending lame duck attorney general Eric Holder instead. Holder also skipped the rally, but appeared on several US morning television shows. The Daily Mail wrote: "The US was represented at the march only by Jane Hartley, the American ambassador to France who is unrecognizable to most Americans, let alone the rest of the world." The "president" is often immersed in symbolism to show compassion, this however, would have been a show against Islam.  
 
The march in France, whether the US showed up or not, would never have had to occur if France would have secured its own borders against Islam--a mistake soon to likely reveal itself in the US. No matter how many world leaders gather on the public stage to stand arm in arm and sing Kumbaya against Islamic terrorism, the reality of the Islamic brutality will not subside. Islam is a political system that uses religion to marshall its forces to bring others into submission to it. Islam, wherever it is, is incompatible with and an enemy to freedom. Look at the heads piled up wherever it goes and anyone with any sense can see that it is not a religion, let alone a religion of peace.
 
France is an example of what happens when so-called "peaceful" Muslims are allowed to colonize a Western democracy. The radical elements grow stronger as the population "settles." The same is happening in America. The American "president's" Islamist Marxist worldview sees America as something so degenerate that it must be "remade." The "president" was not born or raised in America. He is a hireling not a shepherd. As Jesus says in John 10:13, "The hireling flees, because he is an hireling, and cares not for the sheep." Many would also depict the "president" as a ravening wolf in sheep's clothing. Either way, there are likely terrorist cells in the US--many in the high places of spiritual wickedness.
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Daily Devotion: The Why of Divine Election - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. -Romans 8:29
 
It's a funny thing to me how people will argue about divine election. They will argue endlessly about whom God chooses, about whom God doesn't choose, and about how to know whether you are chosen by God. But very few talk about why someone is chosen.
 
So why are we chosen? The Bible says that God chose us to be conformed into the image of His own dear Son. God works all things together for good to ultimately make us like Jesus. Now, what is going to make us like Jesus might be adversity. It might be hardship. It might be suffering. And it also might be blessing in abundance. But it is all in God's hands, and I have to trust Him for the outcome.
 
I don't know what is coming in life, and sometimes it might not make a lot of sense to me. But God promised that it will be a good work. He has also promised in Romans 8:28 that He will work all things "together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose." But let's not forget the verse that follows it: "For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren" (verse 29).
 
So He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. God will finish it, and one day, we will be perfect. Will it be on earth? Absolutely not. It only will be when we get to heaven. In the meantime, I am just thankful that I am chosen. And if you have asked Christ to come into your life, then you can rest in that confidence as well.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Psalm 83 War Coming Soon? - By Pastor Mike Taylor - http://www.churchofgod-usa.org/1/post/2015/01/psalm-83-war-coming-soon.html 
 
 
Psalm: 83:1-4  

 
"Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God.
For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head.
They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones.
They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance."
 
 Prophecy watchers have been expecting this war prophesied in Psalm 83 for some time now. The picture, like an assembling puzzle, grows even more clear with each passing day. What will 2015 bring? Make note that we are in the middle of the Blood Moon Tetrads that I spoke on concerning something big about to happen to Israel. If you missed that message, take a moment to review it here, to increase your understanding of what I wish to speak about. 
 
 http://churchofgod-usa.org/1/post/2013/02/blood-moon-risingday-of-the-lord1.html 
 
 And follow up with a graphic display that I posted by Paul Grevas that gives a picture diagram of what these blood moons have meant for the nation of Israel since 1492 and into our modern era here:
 
 http://churchofgod-usa.org/1/post/2014/04/coming-blood-moons-are-upon-us.html 
 
 Remember, my friend, Israel is the door to end time events and Jerusalem is the key to that door. Watch Israel if you want to know how close we are to the end of this age. 
 
 I have a good friend, a local pastor of a church that never before has preached prophecy, but he's preaching it  now the last few weeks. Before, he spoke only about Jesus and thought that we didn't need to focus on prophecy, as God will do pretty much what He wants to do anyway. The last part is true, but what has changed in his heart and mind? I can only guess, but could it be he feels the urgency of getting all who will listen into the ark of safety which is Jesus Christ and Him crucified? Why is there so much urgency in this pastor's messages of late, and mine for years?? Because the hour is late, and the coming Psalm 83 war may just be the catalyst that propels us into an all out war in the Middle East that may spread to the rest of the world. It will be the pre-cursor to the war prophesied by Ezekiel in chapters 38-39. What is happening right now that causes me to think that this coming year that we are living in, could be the start of the end of this age that we live in, the Age of Grace? 
 
IS PROPHECY ABOUT TO BE FULFILLED?
 
Is this coming war when the oracle of Damascus will be fulfilled? (Isaiah 17:1-3) I believe it could be so as a result of that coming regional war. Nobody should want that or look forward to that.  Unfortunately, the next major regional war in the Middle East appears to be closer than ever.  But nobody should want it to actually happen.  But God is in control of these events. During the next war in the Middle East we will likely see death on a scale that is unprecedented.  It won't be like the wars of 1967 or 1973.  It will likely be a fight to the death where nothing is held back.  You see, the truth is that most Americans have no idea what is really going on in the Middle East.  There are ancient grudges and ancient hatred that go back for thousands of years.  There is no "peace plan" that is going to suddenly make everything okay.  The Middle East is a simmering volcano of hate and resentment that could erupt at any moment.
 
 Right now, Turkey is aligning itself with Hamas in the Gaza strip, led by an egomaniac  with visions of grandeur  (the prime minister of Turkey, Erdogan) who envisions himself the new Islamic Caliphate to restore the lost glory of the Ottoman Empire, promising that shortly Turkey will invade and liberate Jerusalem in a "holy war". ISIS,(Islamic State) the terror army who also has a self proclaimed "caliphate" in Al Bagdadi,  is making a push to the border of Syria and Israel. King Abdullah of Jordan is fearful that ISIS will invade Jordan and dispose him, even as Al Bagdadi also  boast that  he will liberate Jerusalem by invasion. Now let's add this up. We know that Iran has aligned itself with Hezbollah in the north, while continuing to transport missiles and weapons in Lebanon with upwards of 100,000 rockets capable of hitting any spot aimed inside Israel. Turkey along with Iran is arming Hamas in the Gaza strip for an offensive to the west of Israel, even though they were the losers in the last war with Israel's "Protective Edge War" (no matter what Hamas propaganda machine may say) they are gearing up for the next confrontation by rebuilding terrorist tunnels and testing a new round of received missiles.  Also, ISIS is moving into position in Syria and Jordan for an attack from Israel's east. Note the prophecy at the beginning of this message. All who are involved in this war are lining up to surround Israel, and when they think they have the advantage, the snake will strike. 
 
 WAR IMPENDING SCENARIOS AS WE SPEAK
 
 What would it take to tip the scales to an all out war between the inner ring of Arab nations that border Israel? Let's assume chemical weapons are found to be in Damascus or planned to be shipped to the border of Lebanon, then I envision an assault on that cache of weapons that would release chemicals into the air and kill many people surrounding the explosion. There is an island off the coast of Scotland where scientist exploded a series of anthrax bombs to test what would happen to a flock of sheep. They immediately all died, and the island has been not be inhabited since. Release of this biological weapon of anthrax would make the regions uninhabitable.  That would take care of one part but what about a ruinous heap? Another scenario would be a nuclear tipped device explosion that would make the radiation level so high, that all who would live there would die. The latter would level the surrounding landscape into a "ruinous heap", as described in Isaiah. 
 
  What about an impending attack as a trigger on the nuclear ambitions of their arch nemesis, Iran? This would be a large scale attack that would last weeks, as the level of sophistication of Iran's installations would require multiple bombings from one end of Iran to the other across hostile territories. 
 
Such an attack would assuredly bring all nations surrounding Israel into a direct conflict with all out war. The sheer size of the number of troops and weapons would, I believe, give them the impression that they could destroy Israel. You ask, why would anyone attack a country that has nuclear weapons? I believe the Arab hatred is so great, that if they think they can surround Israel with enough weapons, that Israel cannot defend their entire border, they envision success to fulfill their ancient hatred and desire to destroy the land of the Jews, Israel. Note one thing, neither Iran, Turkey, and surely not Russia will be directly involved in this first round of fighting. Those nations prophesied in Psalm 83, will be indirectly financed and trained to be the proxies to do their dirty work of attempting to annihilate Israel in a regional war that very well, most likely, spin out of control and  forces Israel's hand in what is called the "Samson Option". You know the story when Samson destroyed his enemies when he knew that he would be destroyed as well. Israel will have no choice but to reveal the full scope of their military might. It is believed that Israel has over 200 nuclear weapons and a vast array of tactical weapons that they will have no choice but to use, as to hold back will assure their destruction, hence the term "Samson Option". 
 
 GOD ALMIGHTY SETS THE STAGE
 
 Even with all the firepower and military might that these Arab nations will level at Israel, there is one thing they do not figure into their scheme. The God of Heaven is on the side of Israel. As in the previous wars fought in 1948, 1967 and 1973, the destruction of Israel was thought to be assured, but with even with an overwhelming force, those Arab forces were defeated and it was believed Divine intervention saved the tiny state of Israel.  This Psalm 83 war will bring us even closer to the time of the beginning of the Tribulation, as Israel will believe they have finally destroyed their enemies and can live in peace. Ezekiel in chapter 38-39 will come on the heels of this victory against their Arab neighbors and Israel will live in peace and safety, for a short time,
 
Ezekiel 38:8  "After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them."
 
 When was the last time in your life, have you heard that Israel has lived in peace and safety, "dwelling safely all of them"? You say never and you would be right. Since their birth, Israel has been threatened with extinction from their very ancient cousins in a hatred that has festered for thousands of years. Suddenly, the bible reports they will live in safety, but I believe to feel they are safe, then every enemy surrounding them will be defeated and their lands conquered. Israel will expand their borders to include most of the Middle East, from the Sinai, east to the Euphrates, north to Syria, and south to Arabia, which will include all of Jordan. Why do I say that? Have you noticed that all the nations spoken of in Psalm 83, includes all the people that surround Israel now, but in Ezekiel 38-39 none of them are mentioned? It is believed that what I have proposed as the borders of the expanded nation of Israel will be won in this coming war, as none of them, including Syria are mentioned. Why is that so? Because God has allowed Israel to overcome their enemies that have come against them and destroyed their weapons of war and along with a major portion of their military. They will possess all of their land as spoils of war. What will they possess that they have never possessed before? The answer is a major portion of all the gas and oil of the world. How quickly will the enemies of Israel realize that it is unacceptable for Israel to have such wealth and control of a major portion of the world's oil and gas production? Maybe they will get a reality check in a year, or two? Ezekiel prophesies that God will put a hook into the jaws of the Gog-Magog coalition of nations to even think that they can come against Israel to take what they have won in battle. Money is a powerful motivator for an evil coalition to take what is not theirs.
 
 AN OILY SUBJECT
 
 Right now, the nations of Russia, Iran, and the major oil producers who rely on the price of oil to sustain their economies must have oil prices at or above   $100+ a barrel. Oil is now less than $50 a barrel and these economies are running in panic mode. If Israel has all the oil found in the Middle East, coupled with huge gas reserves that have been found off the western coast of Israel at their economies disposal, oil and gas just may be the hook into the jaw that God will draw down the outer ring of Arab nations including Turkey, Iran, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia  led by Gog, the leader of Russia as God has spoken of in the following verses of Ezekiel chapter 38:
 
 :1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
 :2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him,
:3 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I [am] against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:
:4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts [of armour, even] a great company [with] bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords:
:5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet:
:6 Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: [and] many people with thee."
 
 This is what is called the "outer" ring of Arab nations led by Russia and Iran (Persia). Note that none of the nations listed in Psalm 83 are mentioned, because I believe, God has helped Israel defeat them in the next coming war, maybe as soon as this year. 
 
 AS BELIEVERS, WHAT TO HOPE FOR
 
 As a believer in the removal of the church before the tribulation and the revealing of the Anti-Christ, the war spoken of in Ezekiel will be waged not so much by Israel, as they will be overwhelmed with a superior nuclear equipped force, I believe headed by Russia with Iran as their front man. This is when God says that He will fight for Israel. Ezekiel 38,
 
38:18  "And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up in my face.
 
38:19  For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel;.....
 
38:21  And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother.
 
38:22  And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.
 
38:23  Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD."
 
How long will this war that is coming that brings a peace to Israel last? It is believed it will be short lived. If this war that Ezekiel prophesied about comes on the heals of the war that is now brewing in the Middle East, we could see Psalm 83 fulfilled and the stage set for Ezekiel 38&39 in the next few years. Theologians are in agreement that this devastating war waged by Almighty God will so decimate the nations that come against Israel, that a peace treaty will be proposed for 7 years to prevent another war and allow Israel to have sovereignty over its land even to allow them to rebuild their temple on the Temple mount. There will be no Arab that dares stand in their way, as they have been thoroughly defeated. Israel will recognize that the God of their fathers, is indeed, very much alive and seek to rebuild their temple in haste, and resume sacrifices to Jehovah. 
 
 Remember the message highlighted at the beginning of this message, that the signs in the heavens of the stars, the moon and the sun with the blood moons, solar eclipses and other heavenly signs spell something big, I mean BIG for the nation of Israel. I envision this as a possible timeline of what MAY  be coming this year and into the next few years:
 
 1.     The coming Psalm 83 war along with the Oracle of Damascus
 
 2.     A short lived peace and safety in Israel with control of much of the oil and gas in the Middle East.
 
 3.     Ezekiel's prophesied war of chapter 38-39 with total destruction of the Gog-Magog alliance waged by Almighty God Himself.
 
 4.     Preceding the Gog-Magog war, the removal of the church, because of the next scenario  numbered  5.
 
 5.     A peace treaty of seven years brought to bear by a leader of the Revised Roman  Empire.
 
 6.     The revealing of the Anti-Christ,
 
 7.     Beginning of the 7 year  tribulation.
 
 A MUCH  OVERLOOKED STORY IN YOUR BIBLE
 
 Let me interject something here that I think will add to the symmetry of what is prophesied and what we see happening on our political front of this age we live in. An interesting analogy was spoken up by a fellow member of my congregation online when he reminded me of the story of Ruth. How is that related? Remember the story of Ruth and Boaz of how Ruth is a symbol of the Church, Boaz is a symbol of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and Naomi is the symbol for the nation of Israel in end time prophecy? "The "Gleanings" by Ruth in the fields is a picture of the Church saving the last few souls before the Rapture, then the marriage of Boaz and Ruth (the Wedding Supper of the Lamb).  But what really struck me like a bolt of lightning is the 49 days (prophetic years) which occur between the Barley Harvest (First Fruits) and the Wheat Harvest (Pentecost), or 50 days (years) on a year of Jubilee. Israel did not truly become a nation until she liberated Jerusalem in 1967. So, do the math. Add 49, or 50 years to 1967 and you get 2016, or 2017." Hmm...interesting analogy.
 
 Also note that we are in a Shemittah year, or a year of release, a sabbatical year. 
 
 "At the end of seven years you will make a release. And this is the manner of the release: to release the hand of every creditor from what he lent his friend; he shall not exact from his friend or his brother, because the time of the release for the Lord has arrived." (Deuteronomy 15:1-2)
 
 Each year that it happened, and it happens every seven years, has brought something significant to bear for the world. In 2008, (7 years ago) we had an economic recession and a stock market crash. Seven years prior to that, we had 9/11/2001 and everybody remembers what happened on that date, the World Trade Center was destroyed , the Pentagon attacked, and a plane crashes in a field in Pennsylvania all told over 3000 people died that day. Seven years before that was 1994 and another economic melt-down. You can go back to the beginning, and in a Sabbatical year starting with the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem as year one, something significant has happened in the world and in our modern times, it's been either economic or a terrorist attack. 
 
 Economist are already warning that this  year the bubble of the stock market could correct itself, and if you thought the economic pain that was displayed 7 years ago was bad, this one coming will make that one pale in comparison. Our first indicator is the price of oil. Oil is an indicator of world economic stability and each time that oil has dropped this fast, it spelled economic havoc in its tsunami. The economic depression could spell the doom of the dollar as the currency of the world and the demise of the USA as a world superpower that will be felt around the globe. This all will be a direct result of the economy collapsing as a house of cards, starting with our main energy source, oil. When economies go bad, the only thing that will bring back economic stability is.... WAR. 
 
 It's all tied together, the economy, the world political stage, and a little, tiny nation at the center of it all ...Israel. Why? Because Satan hates Israel and if it's within his power, he will influence evil men to destroy her. We are coming to a flash point in world events and the end time prophecy puzzle gets clearer every day. Question is, what are you going to do about it? 
 
 If you wring your hands and fear the worst, most assuredly, on your own it will happen and there is nothing you can do about it. It's already prophesied in the Bible and it will happen, just as other prophecies have happened with 100% accuracy. Some folks are scared right now, some scared to death and shaking with trepidation. Oh, you can pooh, pooh and mock this warning, but reader, when it happens, you will remember these words. Only problem with that is that you will have missed the most important event this side of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that is the return of the Lord Jesus in the clouds of glory for His church. I read today Isaiah chapter 26 then focusing in on a passage that speaks of what is coming on the earth and what I put my hope and faith in..One Person, one promise:
 
 26:17  "Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O LORD.
 
 26:18  We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.
 
 26:19  Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.
 
 26:20  Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.
 
 26:21  For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain." (all emphasis mine)
 
 The world cries out in pain, we cry out in pain. We groan for our deliverance, as the earth does and the emphasis says we will arise, those who are in the dust and they will hide themselves behind closed doors until the indignation of Almighty God is over-past. But Paul speaks of the same event in the New Testament: 1st Corinthians:
 
15:50, "Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
 
15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
 
15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
 
15:53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality."
 
 Jesus explained it in another way when the disciples asked Him:  John  chapter 14,
 
 :2 "In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
 
 :3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
 
 Jesus said that He would come for us, that where He is...there we would be also. He's with the Father, so will we be. We will going to Him, not Him coming to us, except to receive us, then Isaiah will be fulfilled in verse 26:20 noted above. 
 
 WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER? WHAT WILL YOU DO?
 
 Even with the coming economic hardship that is bound to come, the wars that will be fought in the Middle East starting with Psalm 83 on the horizon, the terrorist attacks that are bound to increase, and possible losses of even our individual rights and freedoms, until He comes, I hold onto Psalm 91 in these verses:
 
 91:2  "I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust."
 
 91:7  "A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee."
 
 91:9 " Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;"
 
 91:10  There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling."
 
 Men shall do evil things to other men. Perils will be all around us. Fear will grip all who hold to unrighteousness and have NOT the hope and faith in the One who can deliver them. Many will die, many will be saved, and many will die in their sins, but one thing I know, when all this comes upon the world and the true wrath of God comes down in earnest on unrepentant men, then I hold onto another truth and promise that my Lord gave to me and all who look to Him as the author and finisher of our faith: 1st Thessalonians,
 
 5:9  "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,
 
 5:10  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him."
 
 And this one: Revelation,
 
 3:10  "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
 
 3:11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown."
 
 The beginning of coming wars loom starting with Psalm 83 and following my proposed timeline noted above...but I'm not worried, because I have Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of my life, dwelling in my heart and spirit...
 
 DO YOU???
 
 This is pastor Mike Taylor, praying for your salvation through the only Way, Jesus Christ. If you have any need for counseling, prayer, or just a listening ear, please email me at  realteam1999@sbcglobal.net, or visit me online at www.churchofgod-usa.org, for more biblical teachings straight out of your bible. God bless you all, till we meet at Jesus feet.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
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