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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. US, EU lift sanctions against Iran amid landmark nuke deal
1. Rouhani hails 'golden page' in Iran's history as sanctions lifted
1. Israel minister warns of 'dangerous' Iran deal implementation
1. PMO: Iran is still looking to obtain nuclear weapon 
1. Israeli source: Iran will first invest freed-up funds in military
1. Israel at the UN: Lifting sanctions on Iran greases wheels of terrorism 
1. Ryan blasts Obama: Iran will use sanctions relief to 'finance terrorists'
1. Rouhani: All happy about deal except Israel, US hard-liners
1. Iran releases 4 Americans in prisoner swap with U.S.; 5th American freed separately
1. Iran Frees Pastor Saeed Abedini after Three Years in Prison
1. Wife of pastor Saeed Abedini, jailed in Iran for his faith, explains the 'shock' of his release
1. Obama offers clemency to 7 Iranians charged with violating sanctions
1. U.S. pardon attorney to resign amid Obama's last-year clemency push
1. A Look at the 7 Iranian Prisoners Released by the US
1. Signs increasing that American support for Israel could begin to crack 
1. Minister: PA collapse imminent, result will be 'anarchy' - "Israel is not preparing for the 'war of all against all' that will follow"
1. Peres: Palestinian frustration over peace process freeze leads to violence
1. EU: Agreements with Israel only apply within 1967 borders
1. EU foreign ministers likely to debate tensions with Israel over Area C 
1. Top Turkish official: Ties with Israel to be normalized soon
1. U.N. says has reports of starvation in Syria's besieged Deir Al-Zor
1. Humanitarian aid treated as 'bargaining chips' in Syria: UN official 
1. Suicide bomber kills 13 people in eastern Afghanistan: officials
1. Al-Shabaab Raid in Somalia Kills 50 Kenyan Soldiers, Xinhua Says
1. American missionary killed in Burkina Faso attack by Al Qaeda-linked militants
1. Tony Blair: Britain must join EU army, fend off 'backward-looking' Euroskeptics
1. Venezuela economy: Nicolas Maduro declares emergency
1. Big investors see lousy U.S. environment but no 2008-style collapse
1. Dow's Latest Tumble Means We Are Now Down 2200 Points From the Peak of the Market 
1. Economic 'tsunami' undermines war against Islamic State in Iraq
1. Saudi stockmarket plunges more than 6 pct, Egypt slides
1. 5 countries crushed by oil price collapse
1. Iran sanctions lifted: Brace for oil shakeup
1. On 20 January Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn will appear in a line, visible to the naked eye
1. 5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Namlea, Indonesia
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Tiku, Indonesia
1. 5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near El Cobre, Cuba
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Gizo, Solomon Islands
1. Scientists Warn Californians of Possible Giant Tsunami: Report
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
1. Karymsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 13,000ft
1. Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Tennger Caldera volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Copahu volcano in Argentina erupts to 10,000ft
1. It's been raining in Welsh village Eglwyswrw for 82 days in a row - and it could break records
1. Obama declares emergency in Michigan over bad water: White House
1. Turkeys test positive for bird flu at nine Indiana farms
1. Alabama abortion clinic demolished in spite of owner claiming God 'wants me to do this job'
1. North African men suspected of stoning transgender women in German city
1. Christian leaders attempt to fix unified date for Easter 
1. Pope to visit synagogue in sign of friendship
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Why I'm a student of heaven  
1. Progress of sanctions relief will quicken Iran's power struggle, spur clash with Saudi Arabia  
1. Netanyahu: Israel will not allow Iran to obtain nuclear weapons 
1. Commander of Iran's Army-We Are Preparing Now for Arrival of Mahdi, Armageddon  
1. Nuclear scenarios in the Middle East  
1. The Tablets of the Heart  
1. Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem
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Why I'm a student of heaven - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2016/01/why-im-a-student-of-heaven-2/?cat_orig=faith
 
Greg Laurie urges readers to think about the afterlife
 
I'm a student of heaven. I'm certainly not an expert on the topic, but I've become more of a student of heaven in recent years for obvious reasons. Since our son Christopher went to be with the Lord in 2008, I often find myself just thinking about heaven, trying to imagine heaven, trying to wrap my mind around heaven. It isn't an easy thing to do.
 
Numerous books about heaven have been published in recent years, and many of them have been written by people who claimed to have gone there. To be up front with you, I don't immediately believe someone when they say they have been to heaven and back. The only way I can know what heaven is like is by going to an authoritative source, and I know of only one: Jesus Christ. He said, "For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me" (John 6:38 NIV). He is the expert on heaven.
 
As a pastor, I preach a lot of sermons about heaven, and I, too, have written a book on heaven. That is because I think our belief in heaven should affect us while we live on Earth. Our belief in the afterlife has a lot to say about how we live in the before life, how we live in the here and now. The way we view the by-and-by affects us in the here and now.
 
As we begin another year, we ought to be thinking about heaven. Why? Because this could be the last year on Earth for some of us. I don't say that to frighten or terrify anyone. But what if it is?
 
I read an interesting article about a man named Val Patterson, who died of throat cancer in 2012. He decided that he wanted to buck the trend and write his own obituary, which was published in the Salt Lake Tribune. Patterson confessed in his obituary that decades earlier, he had stolen a safe from the Motor View Drive Inn. "I could have left that unsaid," he wrote, "but I wanted to get it off my chest." He also revealed that he had been banned for life from Disneyland and SeaWorld San Diego, and he admitted that he didn't actually earn a Ph.D., which he had received due to a clerical error.
 
I couldn't help but laugh as I read it. At least he was honest. If you could read your own obituary today, what do you think people would remember you for? What would be written about you?
 
We don't determine the date of our birth, and we don't determine the date of our death, but we have everything to say about what happens in between.
 
I am not a big one for making New Year's resolutions because I think it sort of a waste, really. Most of us quickly break those resolutions. But I do think the beginning of a new year is a good time to recalibrate. It's a good time to look at our lives and ourselves and ask, How have I done in this last year? Have I moved forward spiritually? Or, have I actually regressed spiritually? Have I been a heavenly minded person this past year? Do I want to be in the coming year?
 
One of my favorite films of all time is "Chariots of Fire," which features the story of Eric Liddell, a great runner from Scotland who competed in the 1924 Olympics in Paris. A committed Christian, he ultimately became a missionary in China. In the film, Eric's sister chides him because she feels he is wasting his time with running and should be out on the mission field doing what God made him for. Eric responds, "Jenny, you've got to understand. I believe that God made me for a purpose, for China. But he also made me fast. And when I run, I feel His pleasure."
 
If you've ever played tennis, you know there is a sweet spot in the racket, and if you hit that sweet spot, it gives you maximum impact on the ball. In the same way, we have a sweet spot in life. When we do that one thing for God's glory, we say, "I feel his pleasure doing this."
 
You were wired to do that thing. That is why you're here. We should all consider how well we are fulfilling our purpose on here on Earth. Our belief in the afterlife should inform our choices in our before life.
 
We want to redeem the time God has given to us. We don't want to waste it. And we certainly don't want to try to kill it. It has been said that men talk of killing time while time quietly kills them.
 
James wrote, "For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away" (James 4:14 NKJV). You will live only as long as God wants you to live. You can eat all the free-range chicken, organic vegetables and tofu that your heart desires - but it is God who appoints the day of your death. And then comes eternity.
 
When you reach the afterlife and look back on the before life, you will see things far differently. You will see them from an eternal perspective. You will realize what really mattered in life was not what you got but what you gave. What will matter is not your competence but your character. What will matter is not your success but your significance.
 
The apostle Paul wrote to the Christians living in Colosse, "Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth" (Colossians 3:2). That phrase set your mind speaks of a diligent, active, single-minded investigation. To put it another way, "Think heaven." Paul was saying, "Constantly keep seeking and thinking about heaven."
 
If you really start thinking more about heaven and seeking heaven, it will transform you. As Warren Wiersbe has said, "Heaven is not only a destination, it's a motivation."
 
We want to put God first in every area of our lives, from the thoughts we think to the friends we choose to the way we use our time. Why? Because life comes and goes so quickly. And before you know it, you will be standing before God.
 
C.S. Lewis wrote, "Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you will get neither."
 
If we put God first in our lives, then we will have very fulfilling lives here on Earth. And I believe those who think the most about the next life do the most in this one.
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Progress of sanctions relief will quicken Iran's power struggle, spur clash with Saudi Arabia - http://www.debka.com/article/25168/Progress-of-sanctions-relief-will-quicken-Iran's-power-struggle-spur-clash-with-Saudi-Arabia
 
The nuclear watchdog confirmed Saturday night, Jan. 16, that Iran had fulfilled its side of the nuclear deal with the six world powers and that sanctions could be lifted, after US Secretary of State John Kerry, EU's Federica Mogherini and Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif had been kept hanging about for the IAEA's from early morning for a verdict worth some $100-150 billion to Tehran. The wording did not explicitly confirm that Iran had met all the terms of the nuclear deal or that it had mothballed most of its uranium-enrichment centrifuges.
 
From the start, the deal was viewed with deep suspicion by Israel, Saudi Arabia and US lawmakers. Even the White House spokesman Josh Earnest was moved to comment Friday that "the United States wants to make sure than Iran doesn't cut any corners." 
 
debkafile's intelligence and Iranian sources account for the delay in publishing the nuclear watchdog's report by the "corners" Iran was still trying to cut. According to our sources, Iran had managed to dodge compliance with key terms of the nuclear deal. Nine tons of enriched uranium were indeed shipped to Russia, but most expert watchers are dubious about three other commitments:
 
1. 1.    Washington and Tehran have claimed that the Iranians fulfilled their commitment to pour concrete into the core of the Arak reactor to disable its capacity for producing plutonium. Two days ago, on Thursday, Iranian officials denied this had been done: Only a token operation may have taken place, if any.
1. 2.     
 Officials associated with Iran's radical Revolutionary Guards, which fought tooth and nail against the nuclear accord, commented that instead of pouring concrete into the Arak reactor, it should be poured into the hearts of President Hassan Rouhani and Foreign Minister Zarif, for negotiating the accord with the six powers.
 
Such comments rarely reach the Western media. They are important because they mirror the fierce power struggle ongoing in Tehran, which is heavily fueled by infighting over the nuclear deal and sanctions.
 
2.  That deal provided for the number of centrifuges enriching uranium at the Natanz center to be reduced from 19,500 to 5,050. Our sources report that 9,000 are still in operation.
 3. There is no confirmation that the number of centrifuges operating at the underground facility of Fordo was cut down to one thousand, as agreed.
 
 On top of these deviations, the Obama administration admitted last week that the dispute over Iran's nuclear-capable ballistic missiles, which were tested last month, is still open, in defiance of UN Security Council resolutions. This makes Tehran liable to a fresh set of sanctions, as US officials too have indicated.
 
The capture of two US patrol boats by the Revolutionary Guards speedboats last Tuesday, with the 10 American sailors aboard forced to surrender before they were released, was clearly a last-ditch attempt by Iran's radicals to derail the nuclear accord before the Saturday deadline was reached.
 
That will not be the last such episode: Iran's radicals may embark on more such actions to counteract the nuclear deal by striking more American targets and looking for trouble with Saudi Arabi and its Gulf allies.
 
The fact is that the hard-line factions in Tehran don't want the sanctions lifted, because they see them as net profit for President Rouhani and his moderate conservatives and his leading backer, former president Hashem Rafsanjani, head of the powerful Assembly of Experts.
 
 Iran's Finance Minister Ali Tayyebnia gave the radicals fodder when he said last week that even $100 billion in cancelled sanctions would not haul the Iranian economy out of crisis or balance the state budget, because the country's indebtedness is far in excess of that huge amount.
 
The Iranian-Saudi row is another factor that could upset the nuclear deal, although paradoxically, since oil prices sank below $30, the Guards and Riyadh have a common interest in its collapse.
 
Iran's expected return to an already glutted market - through the removal of sanctions - will drive prices down further. This, neither the Revolutionary Guards Corps, which control Iran's oil sector, nor the Saudis want to see.
 
The spiral of hostility launched with the Saudi execution of the prominent Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr, followed by the mob attack on the Saudi embassy in Tehran and consulate in Meshaad, and the multiple severance of diplomatic and commercial ties between the Gulf emirates and Tehran, may have the effect of reversing the downward trend of oil prices with a sudden spurt.
 
 Therefore, the rosy prospect the Obama administration paints of a successful landmark deal for curbing Iran's nuclear capabilities is a far cry from being realized.
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Netanyahu: Israel will not allow Iran to obtain nuclear weapons - http://news.yahoo.com/israel-not-allow-iran-obtain-nuclear-weapons-netanyahu-110923537.html
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned Iran on Sunday that Israel would not allow it to obtain nuclear weapons, after sanctions were lifted under Tehran's historic nuclear deal with global powers.
 
"Israel's policy has been and will remain exactly what has been followed: to not allow Iran to acquire nuclear weapons," Netanyahu said during a cabinet meeting, according to his office.
 
Netanyahu strongly opposed the nuclear deal with Israel's arch-foe Iran and argued that it would not prevent Tehran from obtaining nuclear weapons. 
 
He has also said that the lifting of sanctions will allow Iran to further back proxy militants in the region, including Israeli enemies Hezbollah.
 
Israel has not ruled out military force in order to keep Iran from developing nuclear weapons, though analysts say unilateral action would be highly unlikely. 
 
Netanyahu said Israel will continue to monitor Iran's agreements "on nuclear, on ballistic missiles and on terrorism" for potential violations.
 
If violations occur, the international community should "take tough and aggressive sanctions" against Iran, Netanyahu said, adding that Israel "is ready to face any threat".
 
Israel is the Middle East's sole, but undeclared, nuclear power.
 
Netanyahu said in a statement on Saturday that "Iran has not relinquished its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons" and pledged to "warn of any violation" of the agreement.
 
The UN's atomic watchdog late on Saturday confirmed that Iran had complied with its obligations under last summer's accord and the United States and European Union announced they were lifting the sanctions that have for years crippled the country's economy.
 
The highly complex deal drew a line under a standoff dating back to 2002 marked by failed diplomatic initiatives, ever-tighter sanctions, defiant nuclear expansion by Iran and threats of military action.
 
In addition the nuclear talks put Iran and the United States on the road to better relations, more than three decades after the Islamic revolution that toppled the US-backed shah.
 
Netanyahu's harsh opposition to the accord, including in a speech to the US Congress, led to troubled ties with the United States, Israel's most important ally. He has scaled back his public comments on the deal in recent weeks.
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Commander of Iran's Army-We Are Preparing Now for Arrival of Mahdi, Armageddon - By Michael Kaplan - http://www.ibtimes.com/iran-preparing-armageddon-islamic-republic-backs-shiites-syria-iraq-afghanistan-2267065
 
Iran has prepared almost 200,000 young men in countries across the Middle East to help with the arrival of the Mahdi, a Muslim leader who will usher in justice prior to the Day of Judgment, a Revolutionary Guard commander said earlier this week. Maj. Gen. Mohammad Ali Jafari said recent violence across the region, including the rise of the Islamic State group, was a sign the arrival of the messianic Muslim leader was imminent, the Turkish newspaper Daily Sabah reported.
 
Jafari said the current developments in the region, "the formation of [the Islamic State group] and Takfiri [extremist] groups, and the events that occurred in the past years are paving the ground for the emergence of Imam Mahdi," Middle East Monitor reported. "You can now see the positive results in the readiness of nearly 200,000 young armed in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Yemen."
 
Shiite Muslims generally believe the Mahdi will arrive following a period of widespread violence and instability, and will usher in justice and an event like the Armageddon, the conclusive battle between good and evil. The comments come as Iran has grown increasingly entangled with several regional conflicts, including in Syria, where Revolutionary Guard forces have been battling to support the embattled dictator Bashar Assad.
 
The conflict, which has broken down along sectarian lines, has given rise to apocalyptic theories, as war in the region was prophesied by the Islamic Prophet Muhammad in the 7th century. Hundreds of thousands of people have been killed in the Syrian war, and millions more have been displaced.
 
Several regional leaders expressed disapproval of the Iranian general's statement, reported Asharq al-Awsat, a London-based Arabic language newspaper. A spokesman for the Yemeni government said Jafari's comments were seen as "direct aggression against Yemen and a violation of its sovereignty." Houthis have been battling the Yemeni government for months and are believed to be backed by Iran.
 
The region has seen intensified sectarian tensions in recent weeks, particularly in the aftermath of the execution of a popular Shiite cleric in Saudi Arabia, a country with a Sunni majority. The execution sparked protests in Shiite communities across several Muslim countries, including in Iran where protesters attacked the Saudi embassy.
 
Saudi Arabia and several of its predominantly-Sunni allies in the region cut diplomatic ties with Iran following the embassy attack. The execution and outcry that followed was seen as exacerbating already tense relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, two of the Middle East's major powers.
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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	The Burden of Damascus and The Psalm 83 War - Preview



Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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Nuclear scenarios in the Middle East - By Daniel Gallington - http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/jan/14/daniel-gallington-nuclear-scenarios-in-the-middle-/?page=all#pagebreak
 
How the United States can avoid being taken by surprise?
 
Many of us "cold warriors" hope that someone, somewhere in our government is thinking or worrying about how a nuclear exchange could or would likely happen in the Middle East and what we would or could do in such an event.
 
Assuming this type of planning is not going on - primarily because it's not pleasant to think about or not at all "politically correct" - it is the purpose here to propose some ideas so the situation wouldn't take us totally by surprise if it actually happened.
 
First of all, the Russians have already broached the subject: This when Russian President Vladimir Putin noted that the cruise missiles they were using in Syria were nuclear capable. Why would he say such a thing? Who would "need" to hear this? One thing for sure, the Russians are already thinking about using tactical nukes to take out defined areas of "resistance" in Syria, whether they be ISIS or other groups opposed to the regime they support, which for now is the Assad regime.
 
In Iraq, ISIS - the ultra-radical Sunni group - is opposed to the U.S. installed post-Saddam regime, which is Shiite and aligned with Iran and the various Shiite militias that operate in Iraq with support of both governments.
 
This leads me to believe that the Russians could be thinking seriously about using tactical nukes in Syria and Iraq, because they could use them with the "consent" of Syrian President Bashar Assad in Syria and the Shiite regime (again, which we installed, post-Saddam) in Iraq.
 
What would we do? Other than complain about it, I can't see the Obama administration doing anything. Likewise, the Israelis would not seem to have a direct equity in this situation, albeit against their longer-term interests, as they would much prefer to deal with Sunnis than Shiites.
 
The next scenario, while perhaps less likely, is much more troubling and involves, at a minimum, the Saudis, the Chinese, Pakistan, Iran and a few others, and is mostly dependent on the escalation of the tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which is essentially a long running Sunni-Shiite conflict. And, unlike the first scenario, this one would likely become strategic and involve Israel that would most probably side with Saudi Arabia against Iran, which is the largest and most capable regional strategic threat to them.
 
This conflict would likely develop quickly, as the Saudis simply do not have the conventional forces to expend in a conventional conflict and the "traditional" escalation that nuclear planners may assume. The bottom line is that the Saudis would probably preempt at a fairly early stage in an open conventional conflict with Iran.
 
But does Saudi Arabia have nuclear weapons or access to them? The traditional thinking here is that they probably have access to them because of their close relationship with Pakistan and China - and it has been openly reported for many years that the Saudis have bought nuclear capable ICBM/IRBM missiles from the Chinese and that they are probably manned by Chinese contract crews.
 
Likewise, it has also been reported that the Saudis have an arrangement with Pakistan to get access to nuclear warheads if they need them. As far as interoperability between the systems is concerned, one can assume this because of the close technical and military relationship between China and Pakistan.
 
So, what would Iran do in a rapidly escalating conflict with the Saudis? Would they "come out of the closet" with their own covert nuclear weapons program that goes back more than 30 years? Most likely they would, unless they could count on the Russians to step in on their behalf and threaten the Saudis with a massive retaliation.
 
If any of this actually happened, we would become involved in the situation whether we wanted to or not - also, the threat of a Russian intervention would drastically affect the politics in the region, especially the Arab-Israeli balance and the Saudi-Israeli alliance against Iran.
 
What should we be doing?
 
First and most important, our leaders should convene a very senior group with a competent staff to examine and review these issues in detail - Congress should do the same thing, centered in the Armed Services, Intelligence and Foreign Affairs Committees. At the Department of Defense, there should be a renewed interest in the Single Integrated Operation Plan (SIOP) to make sure it addresses the many contingencies addressed and identified by the various review groups. And, we should sit down - at a very high level - with the Russians to share our concerns and questions about these important matters.
 
There should be no excuse for these dynamics to catch us by surprise, when, for example there is a tactical nuclear lay-down by the Russians against Mr. Assad's opponents in Syria.
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The Tablets of the Heart - Jack Kinsella - www.omegaletter.com
 
The Mount of the Beatitudes stands near the northwest corner of the Sea of Galilee and is the most likely spot for Jesus to have preached the Sermon on the Mount. It isn't an actual 'mountain' as we'd understand it, but rather a large hill.
 
The reason that this is believed to be the exact location of the Sermon is because of its incredible acoustics. Along the slope there is a meadow that has the shape of a shallow bowl.
 
The effect is really quite amazing, as I'll demonstrate when we visit the Mount of the Beatitudes during our upcoming Israel tour. A person standing in the center of that bowl's voice carries everywhere within the rim of that bowl as if it were an amplified stadium.
 
The last time I was there, Peter Lalonde had me hike down that slope to the middle and read the Sermon on the Mount aloud, so I can't tell you how clearly my voice carried from personal experience. I can only tell you I wasn't speaking any louder than I would have spoken in my living-room. 
 
Looking back up at our group, they were far enough away that I couldn't clearly distinguish their faces. Many of those who were on that tour with us were in their 60's and 70's. But all of them said they could hear me as clearly as if I were standing beside them. 
 
The first thing that comes to mind when I think about that acoustical effect of that place is a sense of awe. To think not only that I was standing in the place where Jesus once stood, but also that I was standing in a place specifically designed by God for His use in giving one of the most important sermons of His earthly ministry. 
 
It is the place where Jesus stood when He proclaimed His mission statement:
 
"Think not that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them." (Matthew 5:17)
 
Jesus came to fulfill the terms of the Abrahamic Covenant and to fulfill the purpose of the Law. In Genesis 15 we read of the covenant agreement between Abraham and God.
 
"And He brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and He counted it to him for righteousness." (15:5-6)
 
But Abraham was a man of the Chaldees, a merchant from Ur, and business is business, so, where's the contract?
 
"And he said, LORD God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?" (15:8)
 
Since Abraham WAS a Chaldean, the Lord instructed him to prepare a blood covenant according to the customs of the Chaldees.
 
"And He said unto him, Take Me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto Him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not." (15:9-10)
 
These animal parts were used to form a somewhat grisly aisle through which, by custom, the two parties to the covenant would walk hand in hand while reciting its terms. It was also an object lesson in what fate would befall the one who broke its terms. 
 
The Bible says that Abraham prepared the covenant and waited for God to come so they could seal the bargain together. Instead, Abraham had a vision. In it, God recited the terms of the covenant while passing through the aisle in the form of a smoking furnace and a burning lamp, in effect, signing the covenant on both sides. 
 
If the covenant was broken, somebody had to die, and God made Himself responsible for both parties. It was there on the slopes of that hill near the Sea of Galilee that Jesus explained that He came to fulfill the terms of THAT covenant -- on behalf of Abraham's seed. 
 
It was always God's intent to write the law on the hearts of His people. In Deuteronomy 6:6 we read:
 
"These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts."
 
Jeremiah speaks of a day when this will become a reality: "'This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,' declares the LORD.
 
"I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people'" (Jeremiah 31:33).
 
The writing of the law on the heart is finally accomplished by the fulfillment of the Old Covenant at the Cross and the establishment of the New Covenant whereby believers are grafted onto the olive tree of Israel.
I actually stood in the place where Jesus made that monumental announcement! It was awesome beyond description. 
 
Many Christians see the Beatitudes more as idealistic guidelines than reality. Others take the opposite view; that the Beatitudes form a list of do's and don't's regarding salvation. 
 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." If you want the kingdom of heaven, it seems, one must be poor in spirit. But what does "poor in spirit" mean to believers who see themselves as the "King's Kids?" Seems a bit contradictory, but only until you remember that the purpose of the sermon is to write the law on men's hearts. 
 
The prophet Micah writes:
 
"He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God." (Micah 6:8)
 
The 'poor in spirit' are those who recognize they are unworthy of entrance into heaven by virtue of their own sin nature, that there are no good works they can do to thereby purchase admission on their own, and that Jesus Christ paid the price of redemption on their behalf. 
 
If you are a Blood-bought believer, you've already acknowledged your spiritual poverty and your dependence upon God's riches. This isn't a goal that stands before you, its your present state of reality -- together with the attending promise, "for theirs [yours] is the Kingdom of Heaven.
 
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. " Why would believers 'mourn'? We're saved, we're joyful . . . we're told to be joyful because of the certainty of spiritual comfort. Paul writes, "that you sorrow not, as others who have no hope". 
 
Do you care about the lost? Why? And when one dies in his sins, do you not mourn? The Beatitudes are not a future goal to the Christian, but a state of present reality.
 
"Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth." Meekness -- this one is a tough one for Western Christians. (Fortunately, believers are joint-heirs with Christ, so they inherit the universe.)
 
In context, however, "meekness" means to have a submissive heart. Jesus said,
 
"Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." (Matthew 11:29-30)
 
Meekness can best be described as "strength under control" which is the characteristic Jesus said would "inherit the earth." Meekness is not something to be attained, it is the current state of those who trust that Jesus has everything under control.
 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."
 
Uh oh! How does one manage this while navigating this lost and sin-sick world? 
 
The pure in heart have holiness written on their hearts. There is a lot more involved here than the avoidance of sin. The heart is our center of being. 
 
Jesus describes it in Mark 7:21-23;
 
"For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean."
 
But also from within springs that holy desire to pursue God and be like Him. To be 'pure in heart' is not to accomplish the impossible by living a perfect life -- it is the desire to get back up again after we fall. The 'pure in heart' shall see God. To be pure in heart is not a goal to be attained -- it is the present state of the believer. 
 
The Law of Moses was written on Mount Sinai on tablets of cold, hard stone. The Sermon on the Mount represents the place where God, now and forever, writes His laws on the tablet of the heart. 
 
"Tetelestai!"
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Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - https://gracethrufaith.com/popular-posts-from-the-past/pray-for-the-peace-of-jerusalem/#more-159
 
Right from the beginning, most informed commentators have predicted that the only logical conclusion to the so-called Middle East Peace process would be war.  Contrary to what our leaders have told us, the Palestinian goal has never been to accept a two state solution.  They've already turned that deal down at least twice.  No, the goal has been to eliminate the Jewish state altogether.  As long as they could win concessions at the bargaining table war could be avoided, but the day would obviously come when no more concessions could be given, and the only option would be to go to war for the rest.  That day may have come, and of course the stumbling block is  Jerusalem.
 
I Am Going To Make Jerusalem A Cup That Sends All The Surrounding Peoples Reeling ... Zech. 12:2
 
How have we come to this? Let's review the real issues. The Koran teaches that any land conquered in the name of Islam will never be lost. The very existence of the nation Israel is a violation of that teaching because the land of Israel, including and especially Jerusalem, was once conquered for Islam. Since 1948 the utter destruction of Israel has been the stated Moslem goal, but half a dozen wars have taught them that Israel was too strong to be destroyed militarily. The brilliance of the "Peace Process" is that it enables the Palestinians to win back much of the land through inexpensive negotiations. This has the effect of simultaneously weakening Israel and giving the Moslem forces time to gain the necessary strength to take the rest.
 
Land For Peace?
 
What most people don't realize is that with the speed of modern aircraft and missiles, conventional warfare requires more geography rather than less to give defenders sufficient time to react to an attack. Taking land from central Israel (the West Bank) means that attack aircraft could traverse the country in about 8 minutes. This is not enough time to react with effective counter measures.   Giving up the West Bank would make Israel less secure rather than more.
 
Also, Israel's enemies have used the time spent in negotiations to create long-range ballistic missile and biological warfare capabilities in an effort to neutralize Israel's nuclear threat. A nasty situation all around. Most informed observers believe that as soon as the Moslems have gained everything possible from negotiating and believe they're strong enough to destroy Israel, they'll attack. And unless major changes in the Jewish position concerning the sovereignty of Jerusalem are forth coming, the negotiations are effectively over.  Whether Israel's enemies are strong enough yet for a military victory may soon be revealed.  Combatants on both Israel's Northern and Southern borders seem ready to find out.
 
I Make Known The End From The Beginning ... Isaiah 46:10
 
Over 2500 years ago the Lord informed Ezekiel of a great battle involving a coalition of nations who would align themselves against Israel (Ezek. 38-39). He said this battle would take place in the latter days, after the Jewish people had been gathered in the land from many nations following a great war, and would be a surprise attack on the mountains of Israel (West Bank). But he also said the people would think they were living in safety when the attack came (Ezek. 38:8), a peaceful and unsuspecting nation (Ezek. 38:11).   But that doesn't seem to define their current state.
 
Recently what used to be a little known prophecy from Psalm 83 that might be a bridge between here and Ezekiel 38 has come to the surface.  Psalm 83 is a prayer that God would defeat a coalition of nations that could represent Israel's current next door neighbors, who the Psalmist accuses of conspiring against God's people, threatening to destroy them as a nation.  There is no evidence in the historical record that such a coalition ever rose up against Israel, so Psalm 83 may very well be speaking of an attack that a growing number of strategists expect to come soon.  If so then it's obvious Israel will emerge victorious and will fall into the state of complacency suggested by Ezekiel 38:8-11.  This would also explain why none of the nations named in Psalm 83 are included among the attackers of Ezekiel 38. (Read about Psalm 83 here)
 
Who Started This?
 
The so called Arab-Israeli conflict has actually been brewing for over 4000 years. It began with Isaac and Ishmael, the sons of Abraham, escalated in the time of Jacob and Esau, the sons of Isaac, and continued through out the Old Testament.  It became a Moslem-Jewish conflict with the advent of Islam in the 6th century AD.   But behind the scenes the real battle has always been a spiritual one, because ever since God chose the Jews as His people, Israel as His land, and Jerusalem as His city, Satan has been working overtime in an effort to take the land away from Him by destroying His people.  After all, he thinks Planet Earth is his.  So this is not just a political matter or even a religious one.  It's a spiritual matter and will not be resolved until Satan is defeated and the Lord Himself causes every knee to bow and every tongue to confess that He (alone) is Lord (Phil 2:10-11).
 
Why Pray For The Peace Of Jerusalem?
 
On several occasions I've been asked something like, "If this is a great cosmic problem that won't ever be solved until the 2nd coming, how can our prayers help?"  Here are some good reasons why we should pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
 
1st, speaking of the Jewish people the Lord said, "Whoever touches you touches the apple of my eye" (Zech. 2:9) and to tribulation survivors He'll say, "Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me" (Matt 25:40).  I know it breaks His heart to see the way His city has been defiled by hate and bloodshed. As Bob Pierce, founder of World Vision has said, "Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God." It's good for us to be on the Lord's side.
 
2nd, He has commanded it and rewards us for obedience. All of Psalm 122 speaks of the special nature of Jerusalem, the one place on Earth God specifically chose for His dwelling, and  promises prosperity to those who pray for its peace. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. (Psalm 122:6 KJV)
 
And 3rd, when you pray for the peace of Jerusalem, you're praying for the Messiah to come and establish His Kingdom. Maybe that's the best reason of all.  You can almost hear the Footsteps of the Messiah.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
[image: Gray]

If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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