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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	1/21/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iranian, Hezbollah leaders in Syria 'plotted imminent attack against Israel'
Israeli source: We meant to target low-ranking guerrillas in Syria, not Iranian general 
Iran Promises 'Crushing Response' to Israeli Strike
North goes on alert after Iran threat of 'ruinous thunderbolts'
IDF sends armored personnel carriers and tanks to northern front, section of highway close to border blocked for traffic
Gaza border residents at Knesset: Country has abandoned us
UNRWA: 'By month's end we'll be out of funds to repair Gaza homes' 
Judicial source: Lebanon charges 28 over cafe bombing 
French PM: France must tackle 'social and ethnic apartheid' 
Paris mayor plans to sue Fox News over reports of Muslim 'no-go zones'
French police arrest Chechens suspected of preparing attack 
Obama's top aide takes blame for U.S. absence in Paris march 
Syria air raid on cattle market kills at least 27 people 
US coalition: Nearly 20 more air strikes target Islamic State 
Obama calls for new war powers to fight IS in State of the Union address
ISIS' Reign of Terror: 17 Men Crucified, Mutilated for Apostasy; Woman Stoned to Death for Adultery
Islamic State threatens two Japanese captives in video
$200M ransom demand a sign of ISIS' financial desperation, say experts
Millions in UN Somalia aid diverted; hints that some went to terrorists
Shiite Houthi gunmen seize presidential palace in Yemen's capital
Dutch UN attack helicopters strike Mali rebels in north 
War on Iran a last resort, Obama tells Congress, warning of diplomatic failure
Iran says is ready for "straight talks" with Saudi Arabia 
Russia and Iran sign deal to widen military cooperation
Russian spy ship in Havana on eve of US-Cuba talks
President Asks Congress to Lift the Embargo Against Cuba
President Obama declares war on cyber terrorists in State of the Union Address
Largest jury pool in US history gathered as Colo. movie gunman James Holmes' trial begins
Venezuela's economic collapse owes a debt to China
Wall St, dollar up on possible central bank moves
$7.5 Trillion in Debt Added Under Obama
Obama Tax Hike on College Savings Plans Breaks Middle Class Tax Pledge
No tsunami threat to Hawaii after 4.9-magnitude earthquake hits part of California
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Santa Maria Chiquimula, Guatemala
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Antofagasta, Chile 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kuripan, Indonesia 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea 
4.1 magnitude earthquake recorded in north-central Oklahoma 
USGS likely to upgrade North Texas' quake risk level 
Political tremors: Kansas officials link earthquakes to fracking-related process
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
Karymsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 12,000ft
Soputan volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
Iceland's Holuhraun Crater as Big as Iceland's Tallest Church
Volcanic Gases Cause Health Problems In Iceland
Floods Kill at Least 260 in Malawi, Mozambique, and Madagascar
1,700 Private Jets Fly to Davos to Discuss Global Warming
New outbreak of avian flu found in Washington state
Egypt human H5N1 bird flu total now at 17
24 Unvaccinated Students Banned From OC High School After Campus Measles Exposure
California Pharmacies Rationing Prescription Strength Cough Syrup In Busy Flu Season
Overcrowded Hospitals Overwhelm U.K.'s National Health Service 
Third-party connections prompt more privacy concerns about ObamaCare site
Facebook cited in a third of divorce cases
Christian Doctor Performs Exorcism on Woman; Believed the 'Devil Was Having a Real Go at Her'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israel in the Crosshairs of the Middle East War Drums - Update II
1. Sophisticated Russian S-400 missiles for Iran under new military pact, S-300s for Egypt, Syria, Hezbollah
1. Could Low Oil Prices Bring on the End-Time Scenario?
1. Nearing Midnight: This Present Madness
1. Daily Jot: The Tipping Point
1. Daily Devotion: Heavenly Minded
1. Featured Article: What  Is a Resurrection Body?  
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Israel in the Crosshairs of the Middle East War Drums - Update II - Jim Nash - http://watchmansview.com/Commentary_-_Israel_in_the_Crosshairs_of_the_Middle_East_War_Drums.html
 
 
Adding the Russia-Iran Axis of Ezekiel 38 & 39 to the ISIS Axis of Psalm 83
 
A Continuing Update (#21) to: "Is The Psalm 83 Confederacy (Islamic Caliphate) Surrounding Israel?" 
 
 
ISIS PLANS ON KILLING 'HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS' IN 'RELIGIOUS CLEANSING'
 
Todenhofer lived side by side with the jihadist fighters for ten days in the Islamic State-stronghold city of Mosul, Iraq. He was accompanied only by his son, who served as his cameraman.
 
"I always asked them about the value of mercy in Islam," but "I didn't see any mercy in their behavior," explained Todenhofer. He added, "Something that I don't understand at all is the enthusiasm in their plan of religious cleansing, planning to kill the non-believers... They also will kill Muslim democrats because they believe that non-ISIL-Muslims put the laws of human beings above the commandments of God."
 
The German reporter then elaborated on how shocked he was about how "willing to kill" the ISIS fighters are. He said that they were ready to commit genocide. "They were talking about [killing] hundreds of millions. They were enthusiastic about it, and I just cannot understand that," said Todenhofer
 
He warned that the Islamic State "is much stronger than we think," and that their recruiting has brought motivated jihadis from across the globe. "Each day, hundreds of new enthusiastic fighters are arriving," explained Todenhofer. "There is an incredible enthusiasm that I have never seen in any other war zones I have been to."
 
The journalist asserted that the U.S.-led bombing campaign was not going to stop the Islamic State and its continuing jihad. He told Al Jazeera that he believed the terror group would only be stopped if fellow Sunni Iraqis would rise up against them... http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2015/01/18/german-embed-reporter-isis-plans-on-killing-hundreds-of-millions-in-religious-cleansing/ ...Last year, our president (using a basketball analogy) said ISIS is still a "JayVee" team - well they look like they have their sights set on winning the NBA right now, and other World leaders better take them very seriously...as Rosenberg has recently stated (see below), they have an apocalyptic, genocidal vision and are demonic!
 
Joel Rosenberg: 'I Believe [ISIS] It's a Demonic Movement' 
 
Author Joel Rosenberg is sounding the alarm that radical Islam is spreading and if world leaders don't deal decisively with it, we're all in danger. "The Islamic State is not interested in being contained to Syria and Iraq," Rosenberg told CBN News. "(ISIS) sees itself as building a regional caliphate or Islamic kingdom and eventually a global kingdom and it will kill anyone that gets in its way."  Rosenberg believes ISIS is the new radical Islamic brand.  "They have come on so fast, so strong, I believe it's a demonic movement," he said. "They are not just terrorizing people, they are engaged in genocide. In Syria and Iraq, they are trying to eliminate Christianity in those two countries."... http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/47799-joel-rosenberg-i-believe-it-s-a-demonic-movement 
 
To add to the continued and increasing ISIS threats rushing toward the fulfillment of Psalm 83 and other prophetic regional wars, other current news is setting the stage for Ezekiel 38, 39 to follow - two of the major players of the Gog Magog War against Israel have just strengthened their military ties and leveled new war threats to Israel...
 
Iranian IRGC chief vows 'devastating thunderbolts' on Israel
 
Tehran threatens Israel after strike attributed to the IAF killed six Hezbollah fighters and six Iranian military men, including a general...The IDF raised its alert level on the northern front on Monday, in positions along the border with Syrian and Lebanon, as foreign media outlets reported that Iron Dome batteries were being deployed in the North...there are concerns in the security establishment that Hezbollah will attempt a retaliatory terror attack against Israeli forces which operate along the border. Thus, the soldiers were ordered to increase their level of alert and preparedness... http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4617222,00.html ...absolute potential here to trigger Jeremiah 49:34-39!  
 
Israel braces for early payback for deaths of Hezbollah officers, Iranian general on Golan
 
The dominant IDF assessment Monday, Jan. 19, is that Hezbollah will not hold off its rejoinder for the Israeli helicopter missile strike on the Golan Sunday...Israeli military chiefs are gearing up for an early Hezbollah cross-border attack on Upper or Western Galilee and have instructed local security units to stand ready, open up emergency shelters and prepare their firearm arsenals...Hezbollah, which takes its orders from Tehran, is clearly determined to establish a military presence on the Syrian Golan as a second warfront for launching a two-pronged simultaneous assault on Israel, and is bent on forcing its acceptance down Israel's throat... http://debka.com/article/24350/Israel-braces-for-early-payback-for-deaths-of-Hizballah-officers-Iranian-general-on-Golan ...this will not end well for Hezbollah as Zechariah 12:6 tells us the IDF "will consume on the right hand and on the left all the surrounding peoples..."
 
Beirut braces for Israeli counterattack
 
Lebanon is bracing for an attack from Israel if the Iranian-backed Hezbollah retaliates for an Israeli military helicopter strike last week on the Syrian side of the Golan Heights...Hezbollah Secretary-General Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah already has indicated that his resistance group will retaliate for the death of Mughniyeh, 25, and the five Hezbollah fighters.  Now, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps reports that a sixth person was killed, Gen. Muhammad Ali Allahdadi.  Israel claims the Hezbollah team with the IRGC general was planning an attack on the Israeli portion of the Golan...Nasrallah has warned Israel that if it attacks Lebanon, the "Islamic Resistance" - Hezbollah - is ready to invade Galilee and the Israeli settlements that lie beyond Galilee... http://www.wnd.com/2015/01/major-city-braces-for-israeli-counterattack/ ...does not take much imagination to see how all of this could easily and very quickly lead to the fulfillment of a number of Biblical prophecies, specifically Psalms 83, Jeremiah 49, Isaiah 17, Zephaniah 2:4-15, and Zechariah 12:1-9 ...this all seems to now be imminent!
 
Russia and Iran sign deal to widen military cooperation
 
MOSCOW - Russia and Iran have signed an agreement to expand their military ties and resolve a long-standing dispute over the sale of a controversial air defense system to the Islamic Republic..."The two countries decided to settle the S-300s problem," the Iranian Defense ministry said on Tuesday without elaborating.  Russia signed a 2007 contract to sell Tehran the S-300 system, but the weaponry was never delivered amid strong objections by the United States and Israel...Iran and Russia share analysis of US global strategy, its interference in regional and international affairs and the need to cooperate in the struggle against the interference of foreign forces in the region."... http://www.timesofisrael.com/russia-and-iran-sign-military-cooperation-deal/ 
...the Russia-Iran axis gets stronger, and the delivery of the highly accurate and sophisticated S-300s, which are pre-destined to be delivered to their proxy Hezbollah and likely Assad in Syria, do not bode well for Israel.  Russia has not been "openly" hostile to Israel (yet), however, consider the fact that Russia and Turkey (3rd leg of the major big-3 axis of the Ezekiel 39, 39 War) just struck a new oil pipeline deal together, and the fact that Turkey hates Israel...the news above that Russia just strengthened its military ties to Iran, and the fact that Russia built Iran's nuclear reactors, aiding their rush to WMD's - and the fact Iran hates Israel and its proxies Syria and Hezbollah hate Israel, and all have called for the total destruction of the Jew's...I can only conclude the obvious, that Russia Hates Israel and also ultimately wants to destroy the Jews - we know this to be true due to their leading the War of Gog & Magog - Ezekiel 38, 39.
 
All things are becoming crystal clear...WAKE UP CHURCH!!...Does anyone know what time it is? "for the light is making everything visible. That is why it says, "Wake up, sleeper! Arise from the dead" Ephesians 5:14NASB  "Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed" Romans 13:11ESV
 
"Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the Day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near." Joel 2:1
 
"Encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near."  Hebrews 10:25b
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	 
 
Sophisticated Russian S-400 missiles for Iran under new military pact, S-300s for Egypt, Syria, Hezbollah - http://www.debka.com/article/24354/Sophisticated-Russian-S-400-missiles-for-Iran-under-new-military-pact-S-300s-for-Egypt-Syria-Hizballah-
 
 
The cash-strapped Russians have become less choosy these days about clients for their prized S-300 defensive systems and even more advanced S-400 missiles. They are now ready to sell the former - not just to Iran, but also to Egypt, Syria and the Lebanese Shiite Hezbollah.
 
Iran won this breakthrough with the signing of a new military cooperation pact in Tehran Tuesday, Jan. 20, between Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and his Iranian counterpart Brig. Gen. Hossein Dehqan.
 
"The two countries have decided to settle the S-300s problem," the Iranian defense ministry said, while Col. Gen. Leonid Ivashov, a former ministry official, added: "A step was taken in the direction of cooperation on the economy and arms technology, at least for such defensive systems as the S-300 and S-400. Probably we will deliver them."
 
The S-300 has been a bone of contention between Moscow and Tehran since 2007, when Russia contracted to sell Iran the S-300 missile system, for which Tehran paid $800 m, and never delivered because of strong objections by United States and Israel.
 
Today, both Iran and Russia are under Western sanctions and willing to help each other impede US Middle East interventions. President Obama is leaning hard on Europe to withhold arms and weapons systems from the Russian army, to punish President Vladimir Putin for his actions in Ukraine and his annexation of Crimea.
 
Until now, the Russians were wary of burning all their bridges to the US administration and sidestepped outright confrontation with Washington by keeping open controlled exit hatches, in case an opening for a fresh start presented itself.
 
One such hatch served to set Russia and the United States on the same side of the table in the six-power nuclear talks with Iran.
 
However, as the prospect receded of further let-ups in the frozen relations between Presidents Obama and Putin, Moscow began shutting those exits down.
 
 Five months ago, Moscow signed a huge $3.5 bn arms deal with Egypt, financed by Saudi Arabia. This closed the Egyptian military market to the US munitions industry.
 
 With its cooperation pact of Jan. 20, Russia became the Iranian armed forces' primary supplier of new and sophisticated weapons systems,up to and including S-400 missiles - in defiance of the arms embargo against the Islamic Republic and US policies at large.
 
Iran's Defense Minister Hossein Dehghan, in particular, stood up and urged greater cooperation as a means of opposing American ambitions in the region. "Iran and Russia are able to confront the expansionist intervention and greed of the United States through cooperation, synergy and activating strategic potential capacities," Dehghan said. "As two neighbors, Iran and Russia have common viewpoints toward political, regional and global issues."
 
 He said that the new agreement includes expanded counter-terrorism cooperation, exchanges of military personnel for training purposes and an understanding for each country's navy to more frequently use the other's ports. They already cooperate in supporting Syria's Bashar Assad.
 
Most of all, debkafile's political sources note that the pact with Moscow strengthens Tehran's hand in the ongoing nuclear talks with the six powers. Iran's negotiators are better able to stand up to the efforts of President Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry to extract more concessions on its nuclear ambitions, in order to reach a comprehensive accord, after interminable postponements, by the next deadline of June 30, 2015.
 
The S-300 missile system, which is designed to intercept aircraft and missiles, including cruise missiles, was for years the emblem of the most advanced Russian weaponry, capable in Iranian hands of deterring Israel from attacking their nuclear program.
 
However, over the years, the Israeli Air Force will have developed and tested methods, whether by aerial or cyber warfare, for beating the S-300, whose workings became increasingly exposed as they were supplied to European countries, notably Greece. 
 
On the quiet, as recently as 2013, Russia let Iran and Syria have components of S-300 batteries as installments in advance of supplies of complete systems.  Last year, Moscow promised to consider future supplies to Hezbollah in Lebanon as well.
 
Russia's policy evidently envisages Israel's partial encirclement by batteries of S-300 missile systems from the north and south and both S-300 and S-400 batteries from Iran to the east.
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Could Low Oil Prices Bring on the End-Time Scenario? - www.khouse.org 
 
 
We live in a world run on oil.
 
While some governments are trying to force the market to alternative forms of energy, "picking winners and losers", alternative forms of energy will not be able to replace hydrocarbon forms of energy for the next 30 years.
 
This makes oil a valuable commodity for the foreseeable future.
 
Peak Oil 
 
Where commodities are needed and there is a finite supply, there lies economic and political power. What we are seeing in the oil markets now is a contest for both.
 
The oil boom experienced in the United States today with oil produced by "fracking", combined with the large supply of shale oil from Alberta, Canada on the market is threatening the economies of the OPEC oil producing states.
 
Oil rich states like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Venezuela, and the other OPEC (Organization of Oil Producing States) countries are experiencing a threat to their power because of the recent drop in oil prices. In less than a year, oil had fallen from roughly 110 dollars a barrel to about $47.
 
For the above countries, a drop in oil prices means less revenue coming into state coffers. This means there is less money available for their social programs. (Fewer government handouts equals an unhappy populace.) Countries that derive their main source of revenue from oil are generally authoritarian and corrupt in their structure and thus need to "bribe" their populations with free programs to buy their silence. (These countries are suffering from what is called the "oil curse".)
 
To support their internal programs, Russia bases its national budget on oil priced at 100 dollars per barrel. Venezuela needs oil to be about 110 dollars per barrel.
 
These oil producing countries see the drop in oil prices as a direct threat. They will go to great lengths to assure their national survival.
 
It is against this backdrop that the oil markets are operating.
 
Representatives of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait stressed a dozen times in the past six weeks that the group won't curb output to halt the biggest drop in crude since 2008.
 
Qatar's estimate for the global oversupply is among the biggest of any producing country. These countries actually want - and are achieving - further price declines as part of an attempt to hasten cutbacks by U.S. and Canadian oil producers.
 
Oil Prices
 
"The faster you bring the price down, the quicker you will have a response from U.S. production - that is the expectation and the hope," said Jamie Webster, an analyst at consultants IHS Inc. in Washington. "I cannot recall a time when several members were actively pushing the price down in both word and deed."
 
Holding Out
 
U.S. crude production totaled 9.13 million barrels a day last week, up about 1 million barrels from a year ago and 49,000 from the OPEC meeting in November. Horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing in underground shale rock have boosted output by 66 percent over the past five years. Exports, still limited by law, reached a record 502,000 barrels a day in November, according to the Energy Information Administration.
 
The four Middle East OPEC members are counting on combined reserve assets estimated by the International Monetary Fund at $826.4 billion to withstand the plunge in prices. Petroleum represents 63 percent of their exports.
 
The price decline will cost all 12 OPEC members a total of $257 billion in lost revenue this year, according to the EIA (U.S. Energy Information Agency). Venezuela has a 93 percent chance of defaulting on its debt over the next five years, according to CMA, a data provider owned by McGraw Hill Financial Inc.
 
Maintain Course
 
OPEC won't reverse course even if oil prices fall as low as $20 a barrel or non-OPEC countries offer to help with production cuts, Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Ali Al-Naimi said in an interview with the Middle East Economic Survey on Dec. 21. The kingdom may even bolster output if non-OPEC nations do so, he said. The global oversupply is 2 million barrels a day, or 6.7 percent of OPEC output, Qatar estimates.
 
The group will stand by its decision not to cut output even if prices fall and wait at least three months before considering an emergency meeting, U.A.E. Energy Minister Suhail Al-Mazrouei said Dec. 14. He said clearing the surplus may take years, Abu Dhabi-based newspaper The National reported Jan. 6.
 
OPEC has no plans to meet before its next scheduled conference in June, Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali al-Omair said on Dec. 16. Prices will recover in the second half as oil producers with the highest costs are compelled to scale back operations, he said.
 
"Swift Fall"
 
It wouldn't be the first time U.S. drillers are caught up in an OPEC battle for market share. In 1986, Saudi Arabia opened its taps and sparked a four-month, 67 percent plunge that left oil just above $10 a barrel. The U.S. industry collapsed, triggering almost a quarter-century of production declines, and the Saudis regained their leading role in the world's oil market.
 
"It seems in their interest to have a swift fall rather than a slow, grinding fall," said Miswin Mahesh, an analyst at Barclays in London. "A swift drop in prices would bring more changes to non-OPEC supply," while a more gradual decline would let companies in other oil nations "merge and become more efficient."
 
Undermine Prices
 
Saudi Arabian oil ministers sought to undermine prices in the 1980s and 1990s with their public comments, according to Amy Myers Jaffe, executive director of energy and sustainability at the University of California-Davis. The tactic was used to pressure other OPEC members into agreeing to quota changes, she said.
 
There are signs that OPEC's approach is starting to work. Rigs targeting oil in the U.S. declined for the sixth time in seven weeks, by 17 to 1,482 last week, Baker Hughes Inc. said on its website on Jan. 5. There will be a serious decline in U.S. shale oil investment in 2015, Fatih Birol, chief economist of the International Energy Agency in Paris, said on Dec. 22.
 
"Some OPEC countries, most specifically Gulf states, obviously think that it's best to get unpleasant things over and done with," according to Eugen Weinberg, head of commodities research at Frankfurt's Commerzbank AG. "The recent wordings showed they are still firm about this strategy."
 
Global Misery
 
Any uncertainty in oil pricing makes people unhappy. Producers are unhappy because they cannot be sure how much oil to produce or how many production platforms to keep online. Refiners and petrochemical plants are not happy because they are not sure how much they will pay for their raw material and thus how much revenue they can bank on. The users of the end users of these products are unhappy because they too, are not sure how much they will pay for their raw material. Generally, product pricing will change before the raw material prices. That means that, in a downward oil pricing market, they are selling a low priced product made from the higher priced oil bought before the drop in prices. Ironically, refiners and petrochemical manufacturers, called downstream producers, cannot raise their prices immediately when prices increase because most consumers are savvy enough to realize that those products were made with low priced raw materials.
 
Many times, it is a lose-lose proposition for them.
 
Countries that are caught in uncertain markets tend to adjust their internal and foreign policies to meet this market situation. For example, the last time there was a drop in oil prices; Venezuela blamed the capitalist West, particularly the United States, for their economic woes and also started incursions into their neighboring countries to take their populace's minds off of their economic woes. One of the reasons Argentina invaded the British-owned Falkland Islands was to take their population's mind off their internal economic troubles.
 
Russia is now facing this situation. Their oil revenues were cut and product exports reduced by economic sanctions imposed by the West due to their conquest of Crimea and Ukraine. The country is also facing a ticking time bomb. Their oil, their main source of revenue has a finite life, estimated to be ten to fifteen years. This means that their oil will soon run out. They cannot stop current production because of their immediate financial needs, so they are selling their oil for less than they could in the future. The absolute number of rubles they can get from their oil over time is reduced. Every barrel they sell now is one less barrel they can sell at a higher price in the future.
 
With their reserves depleting, Russia is looking for other sources of oil to fatten their coffers. Syria and Iraq has large reserves that could help assure their economic survival.
 
Another particularly appealing place is off the coast of Israel. The oil and gas fields of Tamar and Leviathan could give their reserves a big boost. Russia now has a lease on a major naval base in Syria not far from these fields. The base being positioned where it is will also make it much easier to protect these fields if they were seized.
 
Whether Magog will look south to these fields as a source of spoil that is predicted in Ezekiel 38 is a very provocative theory and something worth watching.
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Nearing Midnight: This Present Madness - Terry James -  http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html 
 
 
Perhaps you will remember a novel by Frank E. Peretti published in 1986 with the title This Present Darkness. The story involved spiritual warfare engaged in by human protagonists, and pitting God's angels against the demonic minions. It featured prayer and biblical prescription for battle as given in Ephesians, chapter 6, verse 12, in particular. 
 
the 1980s were certainly years that brought forth growing spiritual darkness on planet earth, just as has every decade since the Fall in Eden. The issues and events of that decade provided more than plentiful fodder for the fiction conjured from Peretti's brain. Although the book dealt with and dwelled on spiritual darkness in a fictional way, the actual downward spiral of morality in America and the world during that timeframe more than matched that portrayed by the novelist. 
 
On the geopolitical level, the Soviet Union became increasingly brutal in exerting dictatorship over its East European client-states. Thus, all the while its power was degrading because of the cost of maintaining and trying to further build upon its fanatic militarism. The USSR, being totally sold out to and invested in anti-God evil, suffered the weight created by communism's ideological gravity, which pulled freedom's light into itself in much the same way a star in the process of going nova collapses in upon itself. The last years of the decade, geopolitically, indeed imposed a dark presence. 
 
Hatred for Israel grew in the mid-1980s as Islam's chief terrorist organizations were found to have massive arsenals stockpiled along Lebanon's southern border. Israel's avowed enemies within the Arab world obviously planned an all-out assault. The Jewish state's preemptive military action pushed back for decades the insanity that we are experiencing at present. Not only Islamist hatred, led by a nuclear-ambitious Iran, but anti-Semitism now seems an unstoppable, malignancy spreading globally by the hour. 
 
And this is where the "present darkness," as Peretti would have it, has become "this present madness," as is manifestly the case in so many ways. 
 
Satan is the most cunningly evil of all creatures, and brilliant in stratagem, as tracing his footprints while he, like a roaring lion, stalks back and forth, seeking whom he might devour, clearly shows. But, he is also now mad that is, insane- provable by truth found in God's Word: "And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind" (Romans 1:28a). 
 
The old serpent, the devil, who is the father of lies and hates any thought of God, has a mind that is totally incapable of seeing things as they really are. His thinking is upside down, and incorrigibly wicked. 
 
Proof that he is mad-insane- is found in the fact that he knows the Creator of all things is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. God cannot lie, and absolutely knows the end from the beginning-in each and every, excruciatingly minute detail. Yet, knowing that God has foretold Satan's ultimate destiny-that he will burn eternally in the lake of fire-Satan still thinks he will be victorious and escape his fate. That is the supremely arrogant, essence of madness. 
 
This luciferian madness is more infectious than Ebola or any of the most such diseases one could name. Its effects, I contend, are seen most observably by considering, again, the number-one signal of where this generation stands on God's prophetic timeline. I'm referring to the nation Israel, and to God's chosen people, the Jews. 
 
Specifically, I'm talking about the Christian church-a broad, evangelical, portion of which has adopted or is in process of adopting the anti-Semitism that is metastasizing throughout the world at present. 
 
Despite God's plain declaration that those who curse the progeny of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will suffer curses of eternal consequences, a vast number of pastors and their church bodies are taking up the rant of Palestinianism, which holds, basically, that modern Israel has no claim to God's promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
These church leaders and their regimes that support Israel's enemies' right to the land God granted the Jews claim that Israel, in its modern incarnation, is illegitimate and an intruder. In this way they are falling into the same satanic trap into which the people of Hitler's Germany fell. This is, in my view, madness that is much darker than the darkness Mr. Peretti portrayed in his best-selling novel. 
 
It is madness that is swiftly bringing upon the world what will be the greatest judgment ever experienced by those who defy the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. True believers in the Lord Jesus Christ-who was virgin-born a Jew, ministered and did miracles as a Jew, who died on the cross and resurrected as a Jew for the salvation of all who will believe-should immediately leave any church that harbors this anti-Semitism. 
 
This same Jewish Lord of all lords and King of all kings is coming again to rule and reign on the throne of David. It will be a Jewish throne!
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Daily Jot: The Tipping Point - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
I often wonder at what point in a man's mind or heart that he decides enough is enough and takes drastic action to change his circumstances.  My grandfather seven generations back, David Wilson, fought in the American Revolution.  I wonder what was the tipping point where he decided to drop what he was doing, pick up his hunting rifle and aim it at an occupying British soldier.  I wonder, even though there is much more written about the subject of the Pilgrims, at what point did my grandfather 14 generations back, William Bradford, decide enough was enough and he braved all danger to life and property to actually get on the Mayflower and help begin this great journey called America.
 
One afternoon in Atlanta, I had the opportunity to have a late lunch with Dr. Alveda King, daughter of slain civil rights leader A.D. King and niece of the more famous civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr.  Alveda was very involved in the civil rights movement as a young girl who lived through both the influential men in her life dying for their cause.  I asked her what she thought was the tipping point that made her father and uncle say that enough was enough and began the movement for equality and justice for blacks.  She said she really didn't know--that it seemed that the righteousness bubbled through the layers of self-preservation and it couldn't be suppressed any longer.
 
Throughout the history of the United States, great men have made great decisions that had great consequences.  Their causes would never had materialized without others, with lesser name or status, catching the vision and moving with the leaders.  So the question I am asking Americans today is:  What is your tipping point?  Is it American lives dying for a false cause of Islamic democracy?  Is it that our brave warriors are dying for those who appreciate it so little that they won't give us badly needed oil to lessen our pain on behalf of their freedom?  Is it, or will it be, utility bills, fuel bills, food bills that can no longer be paid, or even the lack of food in our bellies?  What is the tipping point where Americans will take back America?
 
Christian Americans are quick to excuse themselves with a quote from Romans 13:1, which says, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God." They say that we must go along with our rulers because the Bible says so.  But they don't understand that in America, we choose our rulers.  They are a reflection of us.  And if they are leading us down the path of destruction, we the people, must stop them and change the course.  So again, what is the tipping point America?  Will you wait until you belly is so empty and you are too weak, or will righteousness soon boil through the fleshly comfort of your self-preservation?
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Daily Devotion: Heavenly Minded - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. -Philippians 1:21
 
A quick look at history reveals that some of the greatest things that have ever been done have been done by Christians who believe what the Word of God says. They have done things to help others, from building hospitals to founding relief organizations.
 
As C. S. Lewis said, "The Christians who did most for the present world were precisely those who thought most of the next."
 
Some people have been criticized for being so heavenly minded that they are no earthly good. But in response to that, I would say there are far more people today who are so earthly minded that they are no heavenly good. And when you are truly heavenly minded, then you will be of the greatest earthly good.
 
The apostle Paul said, "To live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21). I think that statement could have been attached to any Christian in Paul's day: "To live is Christ, and to die is gain." Look at the church of the first century and the way they changed their world. Those first-century Christians didn't out argue the pagans, they outlived them. They also outthought and out prayed the nonbelievers, and the world was a different place as a result.
 
That is the kind of Christianity we need today. I wonder what would sum up the lives of a lot of Christians today. Would it be "to live is Christ, and to die is gain"? Maybe it would be something more along the lines of, "Hey, what about my needs?" That seems to be the battle cry of a lot of people today. If we train people to be consumers instead of communers, then we are going to end up with customers instead of disciples. I think we need to get back to this first-century model.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: What  Is a Resurrection Body? - by Christopher Mangan -
http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/mangan9.html 
 
 
Have you given any thought to the nature of the body that you will be given on the day when Jesus Christ returns for us at the Rapture for the church?  I doubt that very many Christians have thought of this subject in detail.   However, I have given considerable thought to this scriptural reality for a number of years.  The reason for this is that there are a few concepts that I have always been attracted to, even as a child.  One of those concepts was the thought of having super powers and a super body.  This was an idea that I had obtained from reading comic books.
 
A Personal History of Comic Books and the Concept of Super-Beings with Powers
 
First, let me present a bit of my personal history with comic books. When I was five years old during the late 1950s, I was reading  DC Comic Books among other books, and one of my favorite DC comic book heroes was  Superman.  I loved   seeing the illustrations of him flying into action drawn mostly by artist Curt Swan.  I was exhilarated when  Superman teamed up with  Batman and Robin in one of my favorite comic books titled  World's Finest Comics.  I loved the idea of his being two different people: Clark Kent and Superman. 
 
I liked seeing him change from Kent to Superman; wear the costume (which itself was indestructible), fly into outer space to other planets and even go through the Time Barrier; all at incredible speeds.  Then there would be the stories that had him use his x-ray vision and super hearing; be indestructible - all of his super powers fascinated me.  DC also introduced other super heroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s such as the  Martian Manhunter,  The Flash, and  Green Lantern, to name a few. All of these comic book characters had an impact upon my imagination and I would always look forward to their stories.
 
As a child, I would use either crayons or marking pens to make my own Superman or Batman costume out of my long underwear, as thermal garments were known then in the 1950s and 1960s. I developed the skill of making the unique Superman  S on my long underwear sweater and was proud of that achievement.
 
Around the time when I was 12 years old, I became sick with the flu, so my father offered to buy me some comic books to cheer me up.  I had asked him to get me either Superman and/or Batman comics, which were published by DC Comics.  He did something unexpected and came back with two Marvel Comics.  I had never heard of nor had I read any Marvel Comic before. One comic was titled  The Amazing Spider-Man  -2.  
 
While all of the DC characters seemed to have good lives with very few problems; the main problem among the DC characters was keeping their secret identity safe.  
 
However, the two Marvel comic books were different and more interesting than the DC comic book characters.  The Marvel characters were written with real-life problems. Spider-Man, as Peter Parker, was a teenager; a character that I could identify with.   Parker was a shy loner who would be called a bookworm by his teenage peers. Parker later attends a science exhibition alone, dealing with his rejection, when a spider happens to drop on its web between two experimental devices.  The spider becomes radioactive and, in its death throes, bites Parker, thereby transferring to him its powers.  
 
He later becomes a costumed TV entertainer. In his smell-of-success state, he gives in to arrogance and becomes irresponsible. He allows a thief to get away from a police officer, but he doesn't realize that the thief would later murder his Uncle Ben. It is through this tragedy that created Spider-Man, the crime-fighter and super hero. 
 
The Mantra for the character is now classic:    With Great Power Must Come Great Responsibility. I'll leave the rest of this comic book history topic to you, the readers, to research further if you wish.  Let us now leave my history with comic books and return to the main focus of this article.
 
Super-Abilities in the Bible
 
Where is the reality in Scripture of super-powerful beings?  If we examine Genesis first, then we are given the first appearance of the angels, right after Adam and Eve's sin.  These are not ordinary angels, but  Cherubim. The Cherubim also have strange weapons as recorded in  Genesis 3:22-24 (NASB):
 
"Then the Lord God said, 'Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever'- therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken.  So He drove the man out; and at the east of the Garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword, which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life."
 
If you don't believe in a literal translation of the Bible, then you would merely brush away the above narrative as some kind of fairy tale told by the Ancients.   However, a number of truths are evident in the above Scripture. For one, God is referring to Himself as  Us, so we learn that there is more than one person! 
 
We learn that Adam was created from the ground outside of Eden before his sin, and that he is returned again to the ground outside of Eden.  A flaming sword, which turns in every direction, is placed to guard the entrance of the Garden of Eden from Adam, Eve, and their descendants.
 
This Scripture seems to imply that the Flaming Sword seems to have an independent behavior, hinting that maybe the sword is some kind of a supernatural automated weapon, controlled by the Cherubim.  We are not given a description of the Cherubim in the book of Genesis, so we have to search elsewhere in the Bible for a description of these beings.  That description is contained in  Ezekiel 10, specifically verses 14 and 20-22 (NASB):
 
 14: "And each one had four faces. The first face was the face of a cherub, the second face was the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle."
 
20-22: "These are the living beings that I saw beneath the God of Israel by the river Chebar; so I knew that they were cherubim.  Each one had four faces and each one four wings, and beneath their wings was the form of human hands. As for the likeness of their faces, they were the same faces whose appearance I had seen by the river Chebar. Each one went straight ahead."
 
Notice! These beings have four faces. Each face is different: cherub, man, lion and eagle. They also have four wings, with hands under their wings. What a description.  How would you behave if such a being were to suddenly appear before you?  We even learn from  Ezekiel 28:12-19 that Satan himself is a Cherub.  You can forget the popular image of Satan being red, having horns and a tail, and carrying a pitchfork. You can also forget that he rules in hell because this Scripture is how the Bible refers to him and his domain:
 
 Ephesians 2:1-3 (NASB):
 
"And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest."
 
What an impressive title:    The Prince of the Power of the Air.  That implies great ability, and also means that Satan is ruling down here; not in hell-as popular culture would have us believe.   Further, to use comic-book terms, we are dealing with super-beings in these Scriptures. Indeed, these beings are so powerful that Jesus had to pray this prayer for Peter:
 
Luke 22:31-32 (NASB):
 
"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."
 
So far, we have read of heavenly spiritual beings, which one or more secular writers such as Erich von Däniken years ago claimed falsely were aliens. The very description of the Cherubim should convince anyone who has believed in the theory of evolution that these beings did not evolve, nor did they come from another planet.
 
Let us now consider the  Nephilim, mentioned Genesis 6:4 and Numbers 13:33.  It could also be mentioned that, as they are Giants, they also have super-strength like Samson.  You can read the story of Samson and his super-strength in Judges 14:5-6 and Judges 16:28-31. 
 
We have now read that there are supernatural beings, as well as one human being, with abilities beyond those of ordinary human beings. However, is there any reference to a supernatural being that looked like us, unlike the Nephilim, but had extraordinary abilities beyond even Samson and the Nephilim? 
 
A Supernatural Being mentioned in the Old Testament Who Is Able to Withstand Fire
 
The book of Daniel records some incredible prophetic events, but one supernatural event that captures my mind is the fourth person in the fiery furnace where the three Jewish exiles, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego are thrown into after refusing to worship the image of the king:
 
Daniel 3:24-25 (NASB)
 
"Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, "Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?" They replied to the king, "Certainly, O king." He said, "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!"
 
We see the following scriptural facts:
 
1) Three men were thrown into the furnace but were not affected by the fire or heat in any way. 2) There is a fourth individual in the furnace, who was a supernatural being, totally impervious to the flames. 3) The fourth individual was able to protect the other three men from any type of harm. Unlike the NASB, the King James translation uses the term, Son of God," which to me is more revealing! At least one writer has said that this being was Christ, in his pre-incarnate form! 
 
This line of thought of powers and abilities that are beyond our human abilities continues through the New Testament.
 
 Christ's Resurrection Body
 
After Jesus Christ is executed and later buried 3 days and 3 nights in the grave, we learn of His resurrection in a very unusual manner. You can read the entirety of Luke 24 using this Endnotes link. We learn of a number of interesting facts from Luke, chapter 24:
 
1) The huge Stone covering the Tomb is rolled away but there is no body within, so physical death and the huge heavy stone were no problem to the being who moved it.
 
2) There are Men, apparently Angels, in "dazzling clothing", so we learn that there is a kind of clothing that is not of this earth. 3) the women who came to the tomb experienced terror in the presence of these beings. This appears to be a rule whenever anyone encounters the Supernatural, implying that the Supernatural is more 'real' than we are. 4) Peter, Jesus Disciple, then checks out the tomb and sees the linen wrappings, but there is no body inside of those wrappings (could Christ's Resurrection body have passed through the wrappings?) 5)Two of the Apostles are walking to Jerusalem and are discussing what had happened when Jesus approaches them and engages them in conversation; however they are  prevented from recognizing him until he dines with them and repeats what he did at the Last Supper where he broke the bread, then he vanishes or teleports away! 6) Christ later suddenly stands in their midst and, at first, they are fearful and believe him to be a spirit of a deceased person; however he assures them that he has a physical body and invites them to touch him, and even eats a broiled fish. Later He ascends into Heaven.
 
Interestingly, Christ says that He has flesh and bone; but He deliberately eliminates any mention of "blood." This is probably due to the Scripture of 1 Corinthians 15-50-55 written by Paul where he discusses that flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. 
 
 Atmospheric Pressure on a Human Body versus a Resurrection Body
 
So we learn that a Resurrection body still possesses the five senses. It can be touched; it can eat and do everything that we can do in our mortal bodies. However, there is no mention of "blood" because of the above Scripture. Why? Because blood circulating within a person's body implies pressure that a human body needs outside it and within it, as well as a heart and a circulatory system that transports heat, oxygen and nutrients within that body. You cannot ascend to heaven in your mortal body, as Christ did when He ascended in his resurrection body!  
 
I used to be a scuba diver. I had to learn about the effects of pressure upon the human body and how that pressure increases when a person's body goes underwater. If you're interested, please go to this link. In brief, we cannot just ascend into outer space without a space suit designed to keep our bodies at approximately 15 p.s.i. (pounds per square inch) pressure, to provide us with life-breathing air and also provide us with heat for warmth. Our bodies would simply explode. Remember: There is no air or pressure in outer space; and it is also very cold! The opposite happens when you try to go underwater: pressure increases, but the water becomes ice-cold after 15 or so feet. In both cases, you need equipment to survive.
 
Returning to the resurrection body discussion, we can assume from the Scriptures just mentioned that a resurrection body does not need a beating heart! A person with a Resurrection Body probably doesn't need to breath and doesn't need air either, but can somehow still make vocal sounds as we do! A resurrection body probably doesn't need to either eat; it may lack a stomach so food is simply turned into energy directly; a resurrection body also doesn't need rest, as it is tireless. Christ was also able to just ascend into heaven, so this implies that a person with a resurrection body is not subject to the laws of Gravity, nor time and space.
 
Now, since Christ ascended into heaven, that means that we, at the Rapture, will be able to do the same thing also when we receive our resurrection bodies, which will be the same kind of body as His, right? Let's cement this fact in our minds and faith with Philippians 3:20-21, which discusses our "citizenship in heaven."  In order to be "citizens of heaven" we have to have a heavenly body, a resurrection body! Otherwise, we can't go to heaven as Jesus had promised. The trip would simply kill us, if we remained in this mortal, perishable body.
 
Let's examine the resurrection body further with Romans 6:4-6:
 
Romans 6:4-6 (NASB)
 
"Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin."
 
And with this Scripture:
 
1 John 3:1-3 (NASB)
 
"See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure."
 
Sin is eliminated when a born-again believer finally receives his or her resurrection body, as the above Scripture affirms. Otherwise, we can't stand before the Father, who is holiness personified. Interestingly, it isn't by works or deeds that we are purified, but by believing and hoping that Jesus returns for us in the Rapture. (However, salvation is only through Christ's shed blood on the cross.)
 
As I had said previously, when someone encounters a Supernatural Being, there is usually an experience of Fear! That is because we can sense that these beings are more real and more powerful than we are! This experience of fear was true for the apostle John, as recorded in Revelation 1:12-18 when he saw the resurrected and Glorified Christ. 
 
The sight of Christ overwhelms John! It was beyond his understanding to comprehend what he was seeing, so Jesus had to reassure him first to not be afraid, then, to confirm who and what He is. John is later taken up into Heaven and sees God's throne, with more Supernatural Beings present. We see a brief description of God Himself.  I'm certain that someone reading this is asking the same question that Nicodemus asked Jesus, which is "How can these things be?"  So let's proceed onto the next topic of discussion.
 
 Extra-Biblical Evidence - Theories of Other Dimensions
 
There are theories of other dimensions that are posted online at Wikipedia and other websites; however, Iwant to use a movie-example before discussing dimensions.
 
I remember some years ago seeing the movie Superman Returns.There was one scene in the movie that caught my attention and has stayed in my mind.The scene takes place where Superman goes after a machine gun-wielding criminal shooting at the police from a rooftop. The criminal trains his machine gun upon Superman, predictably with no effect; then he pulls out another gun and shoots Superman in his eye.The bullet simply bounces off of Superman's eye and the criminal is stunned.Now I know that this was special effects magic used in the film, but the more I thought about it, the more I considered it as possible!"How is it possible," you say? The reason is that a Resurrection body has to be composed of more than 3 dimensions!
 
Let me provide links to some serious scientific discussions of other dimensions such as  String Theory and  M-Theory. Let's look at String Theory first and here is a brief quote from the Wikipedia article, with the full text at this link. 
 
Number of Dimensions
 
An intriguing feature of string theory is that it predicts extra dimensions. In classical string theory the number of dimensions is not fixed by any consistency criterion. However, to make a consistent quantum theory, string theory is required to live in a spacetime of the so-called "critical dimension": we must have spacetime dimensions for the bosonic string and for the superstring. This is necessary to ensure the vanishing of the conformal anomaly of the worldsheet conformal field theory. Modern understanding indicates that there exist less trivial ways of satisfying this criterion. Cosmological solutions exist in a wider variety of dimensionalities, and these different dimensions are related by dynamical transitions. The dimensions are more precisely different values of the "effective central charge," a count of degrees of freedom that reduces to dimensionality in weakly curved regimes.
 
I don't claim to understand everything that is being said in those two paragraphs; but the page is discussing the possibility of other dimensions, maybe even eleven dimensions in total. This being the case, then if we are using the movie scene as an example described above in  Superman Returns, then it is impossible for a 3-dimensional bullet to destroy a multi-dimensional body!
 
This would explain why the supernatural is so frightening; it is because we are 3-dimensional beings. However, God, the angels and the demons are more than 3-dimensions.This would also explain abilities such as super-strength, because a supernatural being with an 11-dimensional body can easily lift a 3-dimensional object; it would explain why a supernatural being is impervious to fire, as the fourth person in the fiery furnace was totally impervious to the flames. The reason is that the flames are of this dimension, not the spiritual dimension! It would also explain the heavenly weapon, the flaming sword that the cherubim used in the Garden of Eden.
 
Now let us look at the Introduction to M-Theory and I will quote part of the article: 
 
Further, string theory suggested that the universe is made up of multiple dimensions. Height, width, and length constitute three-dimensional space, and time gives a total of four observable dimensions; however, string theories supported the possibility of ten dimensions - the remaining six of which we cannot detect directly. This was later increased to 11 dimensions based on various interpretations of the 10-dimensional theory that led to five partial theories as described below. Supergravity theory also played a significant part in establishing the necessity of the 11th dimension.
 
Again, I don't claim to be a scientist, but simply reading the above text informs me that there are serious discussions about other dimensions!
 
If my conclusions concerning a resurrection body are true, then those who have accepted Jesus Christ can expect a resurrection body, which will be an eternal joy to live in (Revelation 21:3-6 says it all.)
 
I don't know how much more time we have until God intervenes into human history in a major way, but if you are a regular reader of Rapture Ready and have studied prophecy, then you must know we are near the time. In order to enjoy God, love Him and live life to the fullest, then we need a Resurrection Body! Here are more web-linked footnotes to discussions of a Resurrection Body. As I am growing older, Ican't wait for my Resurrection Body! What about you? No pain; No sorrow; Pure joy; "All things new."
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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