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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	1/28/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
At Auschwitz, survivors and world dignitaries mark 70th anniversary since its liberation 
BBC Asks "Is it Time to Lay the Holocaust to Rest?"
Analysis: Is Germany ignoring the lessons of the Holocaust? 
'Blasphemous' Muhammad Cartoons Will Lead to World War III, Claims Pakistani Islamist Politician Who Says UN Must Stop Freedom of Speech in the West
Hollande tells French Jews: Your place is here 
Survey: 84% of Palestinians think Israel may be behind Paris attacks 
Obama: Paris terror attacks are painful reminder of need to fight anti-Semitism in all its form 
Scholars doubt European 'tolerance law' answer to anti-Semitism
Hamas hails Greek far-left Syriza faction for election victory, opposition to 'Israeli crimes' 
Israel expels 43 intelligence veterans who refused to spy in Palestinian territories 
10,000 Palestinian teens graduate Hamas terror camp
Egyptian Court Overturns Hamas Ban
Rivlin urges Ban to take a stand against Palestinian ICC bid
Washington asks for PA delay in resubmitting UN statehood bid 
North Korea accuses Israel of being 'dictatorial force for aggression' 
Arab lawmakers shake up Israeli politics with historic union
Obama Campaign Team Arrives in Israel to Defeat Netanyahu in March Elections
A White House victory as Senate retreats from Iran sanctions bill 
Netanyahu: Iran denies Holocaust while it plots genocide against us 
Two rockets from Syria strike Israeli-occupied Golan: Israeli military
Reports: Syrian army base hit by IDF in response to Golan Heights rocket fire 
IDF source claims Hezbollah behind rocket fire as IAF raises alert in northern Israel
Netanyahu after rocket fire from Syria: Those who play with fire get burned 
Israel Warns Hezbollah Via Russia: Back Off Our Border and Interests Abroad
Vowing to respond, Iran says Israel crossed 'red lines' with Syria attack 
Iran says it sent warning to Israel via US officials
Iranian Official Calls to 'Wipe Out the Zionist Regime'
Netanyahu's sons in Iran's cross-hairs suggests Iran affiliated website 
Canada's Stephen Harper says jihadist terrorism 'seeks to harm us here'
Czech president calls for united action against Islamic State
McCain: Get Ready for U.S. Troops on the Ground in Iraq and Syria
ISIS calls for more attacks in the West 
ISIS threatens Obama, Japanese and Jordanian hostages in new online messages
Militants Kill at Least 14 in Assault on Hotel in Tripoli 
UN chief calls for 'immediate investigation' into Egypt protest deaths 
Some Shiites link Saudi king's health to end-times
Kosovo police use tear gas to disperse stone-throwing anti-government protesters
WikiLeaks blasts Google for quietly handing emails to government
Spying program leaked by Snowden is tied to campaign in many countries 
TurboTax's database knows your secrets
CBO Director Predicts Unsustainable Debt, 'Heightening the Risk of Fiscal Crisis'
Warning sign: Stocks take nosedive - down nearly 300 points
Greece debt repayment in full is 'unrealistic', says Syriza
As inequality soars, the nervous super rich are already planning their escapes 
Who is killing the great bankers of Europe?
5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Sinabang, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Ile Hunter, New Caledonia
4.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Grebocice, Poland
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 29,000ft
Death toll in Mozambique floods rises to 117
Blizzard slams Boston with nearly 2 feet of snow; flooding reported around New England
New York dodges blizzard bullet, but weather models under scrutiny
Did New York Overreact to the 2015 Blizzard?
Bill Nye Blames Northeast Blizzard on Climate Change
Bird Flu Found at Foster Farms Turkey Ranch in Central California
Plague is 'endemic in Madagascar': WHO chief
1 in 3 on Disability Have Mental Disorder; 42.9% in D.C.
Canada Moves Closer to Approving Abortion Pill That's Killed Millions of Babies Worldwide
Canada May Legalize Abortion Pill That Has Killed Dozens of Women, Injured Thousands
Patricia Todd, gay Alabama lawmaker, threatens to expose adulterous colleagues opposed to gay marriage
Google Fixes Homophobic "Bug" in its Translator
Judge puts Alabama same-sex marriages on hold after striking down ban
Mormon Church backs legal protections for gays; advocates say they fall short
Pope Francis's Meeting With Transsexual Gives 'Powerful' Hope to LGBT Catholics
Spanish judge charges 10 Catholic priests with child sexual abuse
Utah parents who killed selves, children feared apocalypse
Video: Woman confesses to stabbing mom, blames satanic cult
Residents: Police Shortage Is a Security Risk for Mardi Gras
Stray bullets raise security concerns in Olympic host city Rio
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Two Israeli soldiers killed, 7 injured by Hezbollah fire from Mt. Dov on unarmored IDF command vehicle
1. Is Hezbollah trying to draw Israel into a ground offensive?
1. Is ISIL Next Target Israel?
1. Why the Damage to the Economy Caused By the Oil Crash Is Going To Get Progressively Worse
1. The Mark Of The Beast Is Set To Replace All Your Passwords... Much Sooner Than You Think
1. Daily Jot: Amazing platform
1. Daily Devotion: A New Paradigm
1. Featured Article: Banner of Adamant Love        
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Two Israeli soldiers killed, 7 injured by Hezbollah fire from Mt. Dov on unarmored IDF command vehicle - http://www.debka.com/article/24365/Two-Israeli-soldiers-killed-7-injured-by-Hizballah-fire-from-Mt-Dov-on-unarmed-IDF-command-vehicle-The-IDF-hit-back
 
 
The IDF spokesman disclosed that an officer and a soldier were killed and 7 injured in coordinated Hezbollah rocket and mortar attacks from Mt. Dov (Shabaa Farms) on an Israeli command patrol vehicle near the border Wednesday, Jan. 28.  debkafile: The vehicle was not armored.
 
Israel deployed artillery and aircraft to hit back at Hezbollah and allied targets in South Lebanon and a broad military clash ensued lasting more than 90 minutes. The Iranian proxy claimed the attack as retaliation for the Jan. 18 attack which killed 6 of its fighters and an Iranian general.
 
A broad military clash between Iran-backed Hezbollah and Israel erupted on Israel's northern borders. Residents of Metula and other border locations were ordered to stay indoors and keep their doors and windows shut; tourists warned to stay out of the region and road traffic halted. Israeli massed military strength in border areas after moving figures on the Lebanese side were feared preparing to cross the border for terrorist attacks on abductions under cover of fire.
 
 Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu on his way to an urgent, top-level security conference warned: "My advice is not to test us!"  debkafile: Israel is determined to ward off any Iranian and Hezbollah plans for a war of attrition.. 
 
Mt. Dov (Shabaa Farms) is a small mountainous strip of land disputed between Israel and Hizballah at the intersection of the Lebanese-Syrian-Israeli borders nx adjacent to the Golan in the north. It is about 11km long and 2.5 km wide.
 
debkafile reported Wednesday morning:
 
Expanding its responses to missile fire from the Syrian Golan, Israeli fighter jets went into action Tuesday night, Jan. 27, as warning sirens blared for a second rocket attack in the northern Golan villages of Odem, Al-Rom. Buq'ata, Majd el-Shams, Masaada. Neve Ativ, Nimrod and Ain Kanya. The search for rocket fragments began at first light Wednesday and continues.
 
Israeli jets targeted the Syrian artillery position in the Quneitra region, shelled by Israel Tuesday afternoon after a four-rocket volley was directed at northern Golan and the adjoining Hermon ski resort without causing casualties. This Quneitra position is manned by the Syrian army's 90th Brigade with the Syrian Popular Army militiamen deployed nearby. That militia is under construction by Iran as a Syrian facsimile of its Revolutionary Guards.
 
debkafile's military sources report that Israel was standing by for a repeat of the first rocket attack by pro-Iranian elements on the Golan, including Hezbollah - especially after the dire warnings of retaliation issued earlier Tuesday by Tehran - and so the Israeli air force was ready to react fast. The way is now open for both sides to escalate - or draw back.
 
debkafile reported earlier that Tehran had Tuesday adopted two synchronous courses for getting back at Israel for the Jan. 18 air strike near Quneitra which killed an Iranian general and six Hezbollah officers: Iraqi Shiite militiamen posted on the Syrian Golan along with Hezbollah fighters sent four rockets winging towards Mt. Hermon while some 1,600 people were skiing on its slopes: Two landed and exploded on the Israel side of the demarcation line - one near the skiers and the other outside Kibbutz Merom Hagolan. None caused casualties or damage.
 
Israeli forces stationed along the Syrian and Lebanese borders went on top readiness, a level still in force. Overhead, Israeli planes and other aerial vehicles were on 24-hour patrol.
 
In Tehran, two high Iranian officials Tuesday warned Israel to await retaliation.
 
 Dep. Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian said: "We told the Americans that the leaders of the Zionist regime should await the consequences of their act," adding, "Israel crossed our red lines."
 
He spoke at a commemoration ceremony for the Iranian general Mohammad Ali Allah Dadi who was slain on the Syrian Golan a week ago.
 
In this warning, the Iranian official introduced two new features: Tehran has never before set red lines for Israeli military action; neither have the Iranians ever admitted to relaying a warning to Israel through Washington - at least not in public.
 
The Islamic Republic was saying in effect that it is not only acting in concert with the Obama administration over a nuclear accord, but the two powers will also be aligned against any potential Israel military action against Iran that is intended to upset the nuclear accord unfolding between Washington and Tehran.
 
 In Washington, State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki declined to comment on "private diplomatic contacts with Iran" beyond saying that no threat was delivered to Israel in the latest round of nuclear talks.
 
"We absolutely condemn any such threats that come in any form," Psaki told reporters.
 
Then, Tuesday night, The Revolutionary Guards' acting commander, Gen. Hossein Salami, vowed that Iran would "retaliate soon."
 
debkafile's military sources do not rule out Iranian and Iraqi Shiite militias posted to Syria, together with Hezbollah, possibly escalating attacks on Israel from the Syrian Golan in the days to come. Such attacks are unlikely at this stage to form a continuous campaign but would rather be sporadic, their purpose being to maintain a high level of military tension and keep Israel on constant alert and on edge.
 
On the diplomatic front, Tehran will continue the effort disclosed Tuesday to drag the US and the Obama administration into involvement in the ongoing crisis, to make sure Israel's hands are tied against major responses to its harassments.
 
So Jen Psaki had every reason to express great concern about the future of the ceasefire along Israel's borders with Syria.
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Is Hezbollah trying to draw Israel into a ground offensive? - By Avi Issacharoff - http://www.timesofisrael.com/is-hezbollah-trying-to-draw-israel-into-a-ground-offensive/ 
 
 
The Lebanese group stands to gain from inflicting Israeli casualties while portraying Syrian rebels as IDF collaborators
 
It may be too soon to point to a new, cohesive Hezbollah strategy along Israel's northern border. And yet, repeated rocket fire at Israeli targets in the Golan Heights Tuesday prompts speculation that the Shiite terror group and its ally, the Syrian regime, are seeking to draw Israel into a ground offensive. 
 
In the aftermath of the killing of Hezbollah commander Jihad Mughniyeh and Iranian general Mohammad Ali Allahdadi (along with 10 others) in an alleged Israeli airstrike on January 18, prevailing wisdom was that Hezbollah, bent on revenge, would try to launch a major campaign against Israel, if not along the border than by attacking Jewish targets abroad. 
 
But it may well be that the Lebanese organization is initiating a different campaign, one that would be somewhat surprising, although it would not necessarily preclude hits on Israeli targets or Jewish targets outside Israel: the repeated shelling of Israeli communities from the Syrian Golan Heights with the aim of drawing in Israeli ground forces.
 
Indeed, although it seems counterintuitive, there may be some in Hezbollah who hope to see Israeli tanks entering Syrian territory and hitting Syrian military targets.
 
The shelling has so far succeeded in only slightly disrupting routine life in the Golan Heights and closing the Hermon ski resort for several hours. But one can assume that if Hezbollah was indeed behind the attacks, as some in Israel claim, it won't be the last such strike by the terror group's contingent in the Syrian Golan.
 
The next stage, as far as Hezbollah is concerned, could be to try to further upset the security situation by firing rockets sporadically into the Israeli Golan Heights, in a manner that may force the IDF to send troops deep into Syrian territory.
 
This would make it easier for Hezbollah to exact Israeli casualties and at the same time focus Arab public opinion on the battles in the Golan Heights, distracting it from the daily acts of carnage perpetrated by Assad loyalists.
 
Furthermore, if Hezbollah manages to draw Israel into committing even a small number of troops to a ground incursion in the Syrian Golan Heights, the Sunni radical groups Islamic State and al Nusra Front will be in the problematic position of being portrayed as collaborators with Israel in its battle against the Assad regime and its Lebanese ally.
 
The rockets fired at the Golan Heights constitute a serious challenge for Israel. On the one hand Jerusalem seeks to deter Hezbollah from continuing to disrupt life in the north. On the other, too aggressive a response will prompt Hezbollah to escalate its attacks in a manner that may leave Israel no choice but to deploy ground troops, furthering the goals of Assad and the rest of the Shiite axis.
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Is ISIL Next Target Israel? - Dr. Steve Elwart - http://www.khouse.org/enews_article/2015/2350/print/
 
 
Recently the media and the U.S. Government chooses to call the Islamic Jihadists in Syria IS for Islamic State. Others call it ISIS. The group itself goes by ISIL, which stands for Islamic State of the Levant. Their goal? To reestablish the caliphate of the Levant. What many do not know is that Israel is part of the Levant. (The Levant is made up of the countries of Cyprus, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and part of Southern Turkey.)
 
It seems as if ISIS has reached a comfortable position in Syria. ISIS and the al-Nusra Front, al-Qaeda's branch in Syria, are still the dominant rebel groups in that country and the Western-backed Free Syrian Army is still able to stand on its own as a fighting force.
 
With their base seemingly secure, there are indications that ISIS is now setting their sights on continuing their conquest of the Levant by moving on Israel.
 
There are indications that ISIS has recruited three rebel groups operating in the south of Syria in an area bordering the Israeli occupied Golan Heights. These groups have switched their loyalties from other radical groups to ISIS. Two of the groups are small in number, but the Yarmouk Martyrs Brigade has hundreds of fighters. The Yarmouk Brigades has been at odds with al-Nusra Front and switched now to join what leaders of all three groups believe is the future of Islam.
 
This means that Israel is now threatened by the Egyptian ISIS group of Ansar Bait al-Maqdis in Sinai in the southwest and by these three ISIS groups in southern Syria. These three Syrian groups that have just joined ISIS could make that situation even worse.
 
"If Israel was attacked by ISIS, America would expect a proportionate response by Israel, which is militarily capable of defending itself," said Geoffrey Levin, a professor at New York University. "America would counsel against sustained Israeli involvement because it could threaten the tacit alliance between America, Iran, Turkey, and several Arab states against ISIS."
 
ISIS has been known for launching surprise attacks and opening new battlefronts when it seems to be losing. ISIS also has been criticized by many Arabs and Muslims for not taking its fight to Israel and instead fighting fellow Arabs and Muslims. An attack aimed at Israel may boost ISIS's popularity in the Arab world and refresh its recruitment and funding efforts.
 
ISIS may feel that they are in a good position now to make such an attack. Some of ISIS's top military commanders were former officers in Saddam Hussein's army and have the tactical expertise to launch an attack in Israel. They may do this by following an well known strategy. They may resort to what Saddam Huessen did in the 1991 Gulf War when he attacked Israel with mid-range rockets, hoping to drag the Israelis into a conflict.
 
An Israeli retaliation in 1991 could have jeopardized the U.S-led coalition that then included Arab countries like Egypt, Syria and Saudi Arabia. The same is true now. However, Israel will probably not be as compliant as they were 20-plus years ago. With U.S. - Israeli relations at a low, Israel may choose an alternate, to some, radical way-to go their own way and let the United States sort out their own problems.
 
In any case, Attacks on Israel by ISIS or affiliated groups could further escalate the war in the region, or they could strain ties between the United States and the Israel to the breaking point.
 
Israel could launch a preemptive attack to destroy or significantly damage these ISIS-affiliated units whether by air or by ground forces. Israel used its advanced air force to launch attacks in Syria several times since the beginning of Syrian civil war in 2011.
 
In anticipation of an attack, Israel has recently boosted its defenses in the Golan Heights, saying its main concern was to prevent any major weapons transfer from Syria to Hezbollah, the jihadist group born from Israel's move against Lebanon 1980s.
 
A conflict between Israel and ISIS Jihadists in the Golan would turn a Israeli-Palestinian fight into a Jewish-Muslim war.
 
A national war would become a religious one.
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE - This DVD will be released on *March 1st, 2015 - Pre-Order and reserve your copy today! When you pre-order a DVD, not only are you making sure that you get your copy early, you are also helping to support this ministry and the product of this movie - thank you!!! *(This is an estimate and could be sooner, prayerfully no later)

CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Why the Damage to the Economy Caused by the Oil Crash Is Going To Get Progressively Worse - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/damage-economy-caused-oil-crash-going-get-progressively-worse 
 
 
We are really starting to see the price of oil weigh very heavily on the economy and on the stock market.  On Tuesday, the Dow was down 291 points, and the primary reason for the decline was disappointing corporate sales numbers.  For example, heavy equipment manufacturer Caterpillar is blaming the "dramatic decline in the price of oil" for much lower than anticipated sales during the fourth quarter of 2014.  Even though Caterpillar is not an "energy company", the price of oil is critical to their success.  And the same could be said about thousands of other companies.  That is why I have repeatedly stated that anyone who believes that collapsing oil prices are good for the U.S. economy is crazy.  The key to how much damage this oil collapse is going to do to our economy is not how low prices ultimately go.  Rather, the key is how long they stay at these low levels.  If the price of oil went back to $80 a barrel next week, the damage would be fairly minimal.  But if the price of oil stays at this current level for the remainder of 2015, the damage will be absolutely catastrophic.  Just think of the price of oil like a hot iron.  If you touch it for just a fraction of a second, it won't do too much damage.  But if you press it against your skin for an hour, you will be severely damaged for the rest of your life at the very least.
 
So the damage that we are witnessing right now is just the very beginning unless the price of oil goes back up substantially.
 
When the price of oil first started crashing, most analysts focused on the impact that it would have on energy companies.  And without a doubt, quite a few of them are likely to be wiped out if things don't change soon.
 
But of even greater importance is the ripple effects that the price of oil will have throughout our entire economy.  The oil price crash is not that many months old at this point, and yet big companies are already blaming it for causing significant problems.  The following is how Caterpillar explained their disappointing sales numbers on Tuesday...
 
"The recent dramatic decline in the price of oil is the most significant reason for the year-over-year decline in our sales and revenues outlook.  Current oil prices are a significant headwind for Energy & Transportation and negative for our construction business in the oil producing regions of the world.  In addition, with lower prices for copper, coal and iron ore, we've reduced our expectations for sales of mining equipment.  We've also lowered our expectations for construction equipment sales in China.  While our market position in China has improved, 2015 expectations for the construction industry in China are lower"
 
We also learned on Tuesday that orders for durable goods were extremely disappointing.  Many analysts believe that this is another area where the oil price crash is having an impact...
 
Orders for business equipment unexpectedly fell in December for a fourth month, signaling a global growth slowdown is weighing on American companies. Bookings for non-military capital goods excluding aircraft dropped 0.6 percent for a second month, data from the Commerce Department showed. Demand for all durable goods − items meant to last at least three years − declined 3.4 percent, the worst performance since August.
 
Let's keep an eye on the durable goods numbers in coming months.  Usually, when the economy is heading into a recession durable goods numbers start declining.
 
Meanwhile, a bunch of other big companies reported disappointing sales numbers on Tuesday as well.  The following summary comes from the Crux...
 
Microsoft lost 9.9 percent as software-license sales to businesses were below forecasts. Caterpillar plunged 7.3 percent after forecasting 2015 results that trailed estimates as plunging oil prices signal lower demand from energy companies. DuPont Co. dropped 2.8 percent as a stronger dollar cuts into the chemical maker's profit. Procter & Gamble Co. and United Technologies Corp. declined at least 2 percent after saying the surging greenback will lower full-year earnings.
 
What the economy could really use right now is a huge rebound in the price of oil.
 
Unfortunately, as I wrote about the other day, that is not likely to happen any time soon.
 
In fact, a top executive for Goldman Sachs recently told CNBC that he believes that the price of oil could ultimately go as low as 30 dollars a barrel.
 
And hedge fund managers are backing up their belief that oil is heading even lower with big money...
 
Hedge funds boosted bearish wagers on oil to a four-year high as US supplies grew the most since 2001.
 
Money managers increased short positions in West Texas Intermediate crude to the highest level since September 2010 in the week ended January 20, US Commodity Futures Trading Commission data show. Net-long positions slipped for the first time in three weeks.
 
US crude supplies rose by 10.1 million barrels to 397.9 million in the week ended January 16 and the country will pump the most oil since 1972 this year, the Energy Information Administration says. Saudi Arabia's King Salman, the new ruler of the world's biggest oil exporter, said he will maintain the production policy of his predecessor despite a 58 percent drop in prices since June.
 
Sadly, the truth is that anyone that thought that the stock market would go up forever and that the U.S. economy would be able to avoid a major downturn indefinitely was just being delusional.
 
Our economy goes through cycles, and every financial bubble eventually bursts.
 
For example, did you know that the S&P 500 has never had seven up years in a row?  The following comes from a CNBC article that was posted on Tuesday...
 
 
Doubleline Capital founder Jeff Gundlach, more known for his bond prowess than as an equity market expert, pointed out that the S&P 500 has never had seven consecutive up years.
 
Of course, records are made to be broken, and each year is supposed to stand on its own.
 
But in a market that faces an uncertain future regarding monetary policy, the specter of a global economic slowdown, and an oil price plunge that is dampening capital investment, Gundlach's little factoid sparked a lot of chatter at ETF.com's InsideETFs conference in Hollywood, Florida.
 
Hmm - that reminds me of the seven year cycles that I discussed in my article yesterday.
 
If the price of oil stays this low for the rest of 2015, there is no way that we are going to avoid a recession.
 
If the price of oil stays this low for the rest of 2015, there is no way that we are going to avoid a stock market crash.
 
So let's hope that the price of oil starts going back up.
 
If it doesn't, the damage that is inflicted on our economy is going to get progressively worse.
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The Mark Of The Beast Is Set To Replace All Your Passwords... Much Sooner Than You Think - http://www.misco.co.uk/blog/news/02645/biometrics-to-replace-passwords-sooner-than-you-think
 
 
Once the territory of futuristic films, soon biometrics may just spell the end for passwords, says V3.
 
A new report by Visa has shown that nearly half of people aged 16 to 24 believe that passwords and PIN numbers will be old news by 2020. And 69% of those who took part in the study aged between 16 and 24 (Generation Z) believe that using biometric identification will be an easier and faster alternative to remembering passwords and PIN numbers. A large majority of them (76%) would be happy to adopt biometric security when making payments.
 
Fingerprint scanning is the favored form of biometric identification. Nearly 70% of respondents in this age group would rather use fingerprints than passwords, while 39% would prefer retina scans and 27% would rather use face recognition.
 
High-profile investment in biometrics is bringing the technology into the mainstream. Jonathan Vaux, executive director at Visa Europe, said: "Fingerprint biometrics in particular are entering the mainstream as a security measure, with the likes of Apple and Samsung relying on biometric security to enter their phones, and more recently the launch of Touch ID and Apple Pay."
 
And the technology will continue to evolve. Fingerprint identification will one day scan vein patterns rather than using the current systems which can be hacked. Innovations such as these, plus increased demand from consumers, will start to break down some of the skepticism surrounding the technology.
 
"We mustn't discount biometrics as a viable form of security. When passwords were first introduced consumers needed to be educated on how to be safe and secure when using them," commented Vaux.
 
But it may not be the end of passwords - they may still be used as a second layer of security. "In the future there may not be one security measure, but a combination of several - the biometric equivalent of two-step authentication," Vaux concluded.
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Daily Jot: Amazing platform - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
It is really quite impressive as you walk through the Super Bowl preparation. There is sponsor after sponsor lining the closed roads in downtown Phoenix, Az around the Convention Center. There is media from around the world. There are families holding hands walking down the sidewalk. There are the players giving their wisdom about game prep. Behind the scenes, there is preparation for news conferences, security, moving people from one venue to another and so one. There is a bustle going on that is unprecedented except for once a year in this particular event. Either you love it or hate it. But I can say this without hesitation: it is an amazing ministry platform.
 
Yes, I have heard about the human trafficking that occurs during the Super Bowl. Jeremiah 17:9 says, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" It is not football's fault that there is human trafficking. I know personally that the NFL works extensively with local law enforcement against it. And yes, there are players and people associated with them who say and do the wrong things, represent the wrong morals, set bad examples. But having worked with many of these young men over the years, I know that there are many, many more who are standout examples of the very types of role model that you would want for your children and grand children.
 
Over the years, I am sure most have heard that the majority of professional football players die younger, go bankrupt more, are divorced more often, are unemployed at a higher rate than the public, commit suicide more and are arrested more than the general population. These "facts" are simply not true. I know, I conducted an extensive investigation to find where these myths came from and what were the actual statistics. I found that these myths were made up in an off-the-cuff conversation overheard by a reporter and then were reported and embellished over and over again. Truth is arrest rates are lower, divorce rates are lower, employment is higher, suicide rates are lower, and former players actually live longer than men in the general population.
 
You don't normally hear about the good guy. He is boring to report about. You don't hear about my friend Eddie who snatches kids out of the jaws of drugs and crime and mentors them to be all they can be; or my friend Aeneas who brings folks of diverse backgrounds together and helps rebuild homes in the inner city of St Louis; or James who has a group of men he holds accountable through his phone calls and prayers; or Curtis who talks to high school athletes about college and unashamedly preaches Christ; or a hundred more men who learned how to live their lives, or change their lives so they can change others because of the sport of football. It's not all bad; it's an amazing platform. And there are many who are using that platform to make disciples of Christ. We are seeing it here during Super Bowl week in Phoenix.
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Daily Devotion: A New Paradigm - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ's body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.
-Romans 12:4-5
 
We have a tendency to want to build our own private universe where the world revolves around us. We are the main characters in our own little movies, and everyone else is a member of the supporting cast. We think it is all about us.
 
There is just one problem, however. There are other people in our universe, and a lot of them really bother us. But here is something to consider. You might be someone who really bothers another person. We always think that another person is really an irritant. I hate to break this to you, but you might be an irritant to some other people.
 
However, as followers of Jesus, we need to remember this isn't a solo effort where we only hang out with the kind of people we personally like. Some Christians may think this way when it comes to church: Well, I only want to be around people who are cool, like me. . . . I only want to be around people who are my age. . . . I only want to be around people I can relate to.
 
Newsflash: It is not about you. God puts all kinds of different people together. Sometimes they are people we never would have hung out with before. Yet God puts these people in our lives and tells us to love them. And He puts you in others' lives and tells them to love you. That is because we are a family. And sometimes in a family, you find yourself related to people you don't always understand. But when the day is done, they are still family.
 
God says that we need a new paradigm. The way to success, according to the Bible, is through humility. The way to self-fulfillment is thinking of others first.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Banner of Adamant Love - Wendy Wippel - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=7977 
 
 
Mathew's gospel records that, "Immediately after the tribulation... the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven."  Guesses as to what that sign will be look like abound. Educated guesses? Not so much.  For that, you see, you have to do some digging.
 
Standard procedure with most Christians when it comes to differences in Biblical interpretation is to find their "proof text" (meaning the verse that the expositor is going to cherry pick out of context to prove the opinion they already hold) and offer it up as evidence of their own interpretation. I dug around a while for opinions about what the sign of the son of man would be and got a lot of them.
 
(Opinions):
 
A comet? The Lord Himself? An X-shaped alien spacecraft observed to be traveling through the galaxy at nearly speed of light? (That last one, relatively specific, was in 2010 so I guess we can remove that one from consideration.)
 
The problem with that, is the Bible tells us (although the Bible had dozens of contributing authors) that all Scripture comes by the "inspiration" of God. (II Tim 3:16), the word "inspiration" in II Timothy does not really having the 21st century meaning.  The word is "pneuo", and it doesn't mean that the men who wrote the Bible loved God, and got all fired up to write the Bible.  It means "inspired" as in "respiration". It means that God literally "breathed out" His words into the hearts of the men who wrote it. 
 
Peter seconded that for us, saying,
 
"prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God[a] spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit."  2 Peter 1:21.
 
The word translated as "of man" in that verse is "idios" in Greek, and means belonging to oneself.  The words written never belonged to the scribe himself, they came from God through the Holy Spirit.
 
Take-Home Message:
 
These dozens of individual "holy men" wrote God's thoughts as they were "breathed out" by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, since topics are revisited throughout the Scriptures, in order to get a trustworthy understanding of what the Bible says about any particular topic, you have to consider all the passages that address it because He breathed out different parts to different men.
 
Given the fact that He told us to "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." (II Timothy 2:15 NKJV) I think that's kind of what He expects. And in my experience, it almost always breaks through the thick woods of exegetical confusion and sheds light on the straight path. 
 
(The words translated as "rightly dividing", above, are actually, in Greek, one word: "ortho". Meaning, in Greek, "to cut straight". )
 
It seems to be a novel concept, but let's try looking at the whole counsel of God when it comes to the sign of the Son of Man and see what light we can shed on it. Basically, the last harbinger of the Lord's return, it appears in Matthew 24:30:
 
"Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."
 
The word translated as "sign" in Matthew is "semeion" meaning a sign or mark by which the significance or identity of an event or purpose is clear.  The Hebrew equivalent in Isaiah is "owth". Isaiah 7 records Isaiah's prediction that the Lord Himself would give Israel a sign (owth), the sign being that a virgin would conceive and have a son.
 
(The birth of a baby is not a sign. A virgin having a baby, however, is a pretty significant event.)
 
Interestingly, the New Testament (written by Jesus' followers), was written by men whose native language was Aramaic. And in the Aramaic version of the New Testament, the word used in place of  "semeion" in Matthew 24:30 is actually "banner". And "banner", in the Hebrew Scriptures (the word is "nas"), means a signal, an ensign or standard carried by an army.
 
A rallying point, in other words.  A place for gathering.
 
It's from the root word "nec", meaning something "lifted up".  And a commentary I read recently by a messianic Jew (identified only as Jeremy), put a few pieces of the puzzle in place. At least for me.
 
Piece #1 is Numbers 2:3:
 
On the east side, toward the rising of the sun, those of the standard of the forces with Judah shall camp according to their armies;
 
Piece #2 is Matthew 24:27:
 
For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
 
Piece #3 is what accompanies the Lord's coming:
 
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." Matthew 24:29-31
 
Note that this is not the church, which has been gathered previously, before the beginning of tribulation.  This is the saved remnant of Israel, gathered as previously promised in Isaiah:
 
"And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious. It shall come to pass in that day That the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From Elam and Shinar, From Hamath and the islands of the sea." Isaiah 11:10-11
 
From these pieces, it would seem that Messiah, returns from the East, and as he comes, he gathers the saved remnant of Judah from every corner of the earth.  And it would seem that that is the banner set up for the people of earth-the promised redemption of His people.  The children of Israel, the remnant, the prodigal sons who have finally returned to their Messiah.
 
An interpretation supported by the testimony of two other Scriptures, by different authors:
 
He will set up a banner for the nations, And will assemble the outcasts of Israel, And gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. Isaiah 11:12
 
This passage seems to imply that the banner is the redemption of Israel, played out in front of the whole world.
 
Apparently the promised response to the final plea of the remnant for their rescue:
 
Do not keep silent, O God!
Do not hold Your peace, And do not be still, O God!2 For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; And those who hate You have lifted up their head. They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, And consulted together against your sheltered ones.
They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, That the name of Israel may be remembered no more."
 
Because God answers:
 
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till her vindication shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.2 The nations will see your vindication and all kings your glory Isaiah 62:1
 
God has promised that his salvation of the Jews will be witnessed by all the nations and all their kings. Shining out like the dawn (from the east), and apparently simultaneously.
 
And if the sign of the son of man is the ultimate witness of his Godhead, power, and faithfulness, displayed to all the nations. It does make at least one other passage a lot more intriguing:
 
And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land. Zech 9:16
 
Admittedly, this is speculation, and maybe the Lord will supernaturally provide a giant flag in the sky, or some other form of standard or banner that that we can't even imagine now.
 
But it would seem (since when the ancient nation of Israel was told that they would be given the sign of the virgin with child, the Hebrew word translated "sign" also means banner) that maybe I'm onto something.
 
Anyway, that's my theory. And I'm pretty sure it beats the alien spaceship.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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