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	1/30/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iran vote delayed to avoid influencing Israel's election, senator says
White House: Obama would veto bill for congressional approval of Iran deal
Netanyahu: Issues over US speech solvable, a nuclear Iran much more difficult to solve
Democrats in Congress suggest postponing Netanyahu's address
Boehner says Netanyahu invite to address Congress discussed before Israel election called
Peres on Netanyahu speech: When the US president tells you not to come to US, you don't go
Israel published tenders for 450 new homes in West Bank settlement
Senators pledge not to support Palestinian aid until US reviews ICC bid 
IDF remains on alert as tense calm takes hold of northern borders 
Liberman urges Israel to 'take off the gloves' in the face of terror groups
Liberman: Israel must respond to Hezbollah attack to maintain deterrence capability
Livni: Netanyahu hurt Israel's deterrence capability
Lebanese Christian leader slams Hezbollah for attack on Israel
Is Hezbollah tunneling into Israel? Army looks into village's old complaint.
UN envoy: Palestinian political stalemate is stalling Gaza rebuilding
Hamas warns of chaos as UNRWA halts aid to Gaza
Electricity company cuts supply to the PA over NIS 1.8 billion debt
Turkish Official Uses Holocaust Ceremony to Attack Israel
'Europe is facing a new Jewish exodus'
France to target online anti-Semitism
Portugal okays law of return for Sephardic Jews
Islamic State's Egypt wing claims attacks that killed 27
Egypt military targeted in deadly Sinai attacks
State Department Hosts Muslim Brotherhood-Aligned Leaders Opposed to Current Egyptian Government
Moderator: Assad regime, Syrian opposition agree to hold more talks
Jordan still holding prisoner demanded by Islamic State as deadline passes
More than 40 killed in attacks, clashes in Afghanistan within day
3 Americans killed in Kabul airport insider attack
White House acknowledges -- but also denies -- that Taliban are a terrorist group
Officials: Detainee swapped for Bergdahl suspected of militant activities
72 Christian Churches in Niger, Africa Burned After Charlie Hebdo Terror Attack
Police urge TV stations to scale back live coverage of any London terrorist siege
A Tale Of Two City Protests: Sharia In Dallas Vs. Christian Prayer In Baton Rouge
'Voluntary' Sharia Tribunal in Texas: This Is How It Starts
Texas rally by Muslims seeking tolerance disrupted by protesters
Gun range's ban on Muslims draws fire
North Korea 'demanded $10 billion in cash and food' for summit with South
North Korea might be restarting nuke plant, US institute says
US nuclear scientist jailed for trying to sell secrets to Venezuela
Protesters Call for War Criminal Henry Kissinger's Arrest; John McCain Threatens Them with Arrest and calls them "low-life Scum"
Communist Party USA Chairman Vows Cooperation With Democratic Party
Britain Demands Explanation of Russian Bombers Flying Near Airspace
EU wins Greek backing to extend Russia sanctions, delays decision on new steps
Russia warns West support for Kiev could lead to 'catastrophe'
Russian power struggle: Could Putin lose his leverage over Moscow elite?
Russia extends olive branch to Greeks offering financial help
Under a mattress, in the freezer: Why so many are hiding cash
WTI oil futures hold near 6-year low as U.S. stockpiles surge
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Pangai, Tonga
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Bitung, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits west of the Galapagos Islands
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Severo-Kuril'sk, Russia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge
4.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland
4.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Al Hufuf, Saudi Arabia
4.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Inezgane, Morocco
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 34,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 15,000ft
Sheviluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 14,000ft
Brazil hit hard by worst drought since 1930
Prof claims he successfully used 'mass hypnosis' to motivate the public to believe in 'global warming'
Bill Gates is worried about artificial intelligence too
Scientists are actually creating microscopic life in laboratories. Should you worry?
The Ebola Virus Is Mutating, Say Scientists
Up to 30 million taxpayers to claim Obamacare exemption
Some doctors won't see patients with anti-vaccine views
Officials: Up to 1,000 possibly exposed to measles in Arizona
Super Bowl alert after measles outbreak warning in Arizona
Seattle Pot Producer Rolling Out 12,000 Joints Ahead of Super Bowl Sunday
Church warns over triple-DNA babies
Surprise: 200,000-person Pro-life March Dismissed by Media as Non-Event
Oklahoma GOP wants to restrict marriage to people of faith
Idaho legislative panel kills proposal to add statewide LGBT protections
FTC Cracks Down on 'Revenge Porn' Site Operator
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Nasrallah confirms Hezbollah, Iran bolstering presence along Golan border
1. Iran - Unafraid and undeterred
1. Russia says nuclear arms to keep military edge over NATO, United States
1. This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report'
1. Birth Pangs of the Coming Great Depression
1. Daily Jot: To whom much is given
1. Daily Devotion: The Surprising Reward of Humility
1. Featured Article: Perspectives on the Rapture       
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Nasrallah confirms Hezbollah, Iran bolstering presence along Golan border - http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Nasrallah-confirms-Hezbollah-Iran-bolstering-presence-along-Golan-border-389523
 
 
Hezbollah on Friday confirmed Israeli suspicions that it was establishing a greater military presence near the Syrian-Israeli frontier on the Golan Heights.
 
The Shi'ite group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, gave a televised address in Lebanon in which he extolled the "fusion of Lebanese-Iranian blood on Syrian territory."
 
The speech commemorated the deaths of six Hezbollah fighters and an Iranian general killed by an Israeli air strike in Syria on Jan. 18. The Iranian-backed Hezbollah retaliated on Wednesday with a rocket attack that killed two Israeli soldiers on the frontier with Lebanon.
 
Nasrallah's remarks reaffirmed the Hezbollah-Iranian effort to solidify another front in the struggle against its nemesis, Israel.
 
The Hezbollah secretary-general's remarks were reported by the Beirut-based English language newspaper The Daily Star.
 
The Israel-Lebanon frontier, where two Israeli soldiers and a Spanish peacekeeper were killed in an exchange of fire between Hezbollah and Israel, appeared quiet on Friday.
 
The Israeli soldiers were killed when Hezbollah fired five missiles at a convoy of Israeli military vehicles. The attack appeared to be in retaliation for a January 18 Israeli air strike in southern Syria that killed several Hezbollah members and an Iranian general.
 
The peacekeeper in southern Lebanon was killed as Israel responded with air strikes and artillery fire, a UN spokesman and Spanish officials said.
 
Nasrallah said that the Hezbollah attack on Mt. Dov was a tit-for-tat response to the attack on the convoy earlier this month.
 
"They killed us in broad daylight, we kill them in broad daylight," he said. "They hit two of our vehicles, we hit two of their vehicles."
 
The Hezbollah chief lambasted what he called the Israeli leadership's "foolishness" for putting their country at risk with the attack on the Hezbollah-Iranian convoy.
 
Israel had "planned, calculated and took a premeditated decision to assassinate" the Hezbollah and Iranian officers, though he denied Israeli claims that those targeted, among them Jihad Mughniyeh, were planning an attack on Israel.
 
The leader of Hezbollah said his group did not want war with Israel but was ready for one and had the right to respond to Israeli "aggression" in any time and place.
 
"We do not want a war but we are not afraid of it and we must distinguish between the two and the Israelis must also understand this very well," he said.
 
He said the group had been ready for all possibilities ahead of the retaliatory attack, one of the most serious clashes since the two sides fought a war in 2006. They have appeared to back away from further escalation since the incident.
 
Addressing a hall full of supporters via video link, Nasrallah said his group no longer had rules of engagement in the conflict with Israel and would hold it responsible for the assassination of any Hezbollah leaders or fighters.
 
"We have the right to respond in any place and at any time and in the way we see as appropriate," Nasrallah said in the speech, which was broadcast live on Arabic news channels and greeted by heavy celebratory gunfire in Beirut.
 
Attendees included visiting Iranian official Alaeddin Boroujerdi, head of the Iranian parliament's national security and foreign policy committee. He was shown with tears in his eyes as Nasrallah spoke about the men killed in the Jan. 18 Israeli helicopter attack in the Syrian Golan Heights.
 
Nasrallah called the attack "an assassination crime".
 
The Iranian general killed, Mohammad Allahdadi, had been a senior figure in Tehran's military effort to support the Syrian government in its battle against insurgents trying to topple President Bashar Assad.
 
One of the top figures in the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, Qassem Soleimani, visited the grave of Jihad Mughniyeh this month, a Lebanese source said.
 
A picture of Soleimani, head of the Quds Force, praying at Mughniyeh's grave was broadcast by Lebanese television channel Al-Mayadeen. Soleimani had become a father-figure to Jihad Mughniyeh after his father's death, the source said. Soleimani also met Nasrallah during his short visit to Beirut.
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Iran - Unafraid and undeterred - Caroline B. Glick - http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Column-One-Iran-Unafraid-and-undeterred-389456
 
 
Israel's reported strike January 18 on a joint Iranian-Hezbollah convoy driving on the Syrian Golan Heights was one of the most strategically significant events to have occurred in Israel's neighborhood in recent months. Its significance lies both in what it accomplished operationally and what it exposed.
 
From what been published to date about the identities of those killed in the strike, it is clear that in one fell swoop the air force decapitated the Iranian and Hezbollah operational command in Syria.
 
The head of Hezbollah's operations in Syria, the head of its liaison with Iran, and Jihad Mughniyeh, the son of Hezbollah's longtime operational commander Imad Mughniyeh who was killed by Israel in Damascus in 2008, were killed. The younger Mughniyeh reportedly served as commander of Hezbollah forces along the Syrian-Israeli border.
 
According to a report by Brig.-Gen. (res.) Shimon Shapira, a Hezbollah expert from the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, the Iranian losses included three generals. Brig.- Gen. Mohammed Alladadi was the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps liaison officer to Hezbollah and to Syrian intelligence. He was also in charge of weapons shipments from Iran to Hezbollah. Gen. Ali Tabatabai was the IRGC commander in the Golan Heights and, according to Shapira, an additional general, known only as Assadi, "was, in all likelihood, the commander of Iranian expeditionary forces in Lebanon."
 
The fact that the men were willing to risk exposure by traveling together along the border with Israel indicates how critical the front is for the regime in Tehran. It also indicates that in all likelihood, they were planning an imminent attack against Israel.
 
According to Ehud Yaari, Channel 2's Arab Affairs commentator, Iran and Hezbollah seek to widen Hezbollah's front against Israel from Lebanon to Syria. They wish to establish missile bases on the northern Hermon, and are expanding Hezbollah's strategic depth from Lebanon's Bekaa Valley to the outskirts of Damascus.
 
On Wednesday night, Yaari reported that the Syrian military has ceased to function south of Damascus. In areas not held by the al-Qaida-aligned Nusra Front and other regime opponents, the IRGC and Hezbollah have taken control, using the Syrian militia they have trained since the start of the Syrian civil war in 2011.
 
The effectiveness of Hezbollah's control of its expanded front was on display on Wednesday morning. Almost at the same time that Hezbollah forces shot at least five advanced Kornet antitank missiles at an IDF convoy along Mount Dov, killing two soldiers and wounding seven, Hezbollah forces on the Golan shot off mortars at the Hermon area.
 
While these forces are effective, they are also vulnerable. Yaari noted that today, three-quarters of Hezbollah's total forces are fighting in Syria. Their twofold task is to defend the Assad regime and to build the Iranian-controlled front against Israel along the Golan Heights. Most of the forces are in known, unfortified, above ground positions, vulnerable to Israeli air strikes.
 
THE IDENTITIES of the Iranian and Lebanese personnel killed in the Israeli strike indicate the high value Iran and Hezbollah place on developing a new front against Israel in Syria.
 
The fact that they are in control over large swathes of the border area and are willing to risk exposure in order to ready the front for operations exposes Iran's strategic goal of encircling Israel on the ground and the risks it is willing to take to achieve that goal.
 
But Iran's willingness to expose its forces and Hezbollah forces also indicates something else. It indicates that they believe that there is a force deterring Israel from attacking them.
 
And this brings us to another strategic revelation exposed by the January 18 operation.
 
Earlier this week, Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdolahian told Iran's IRNA news agency that the regime had told its American interlocutors to tell Israel that it intended to strike Israel in retribution for the attack. The State Department did not deny that Iran had communicated the message, although it claims that it never relayed the message.
 
While the Obama administration did perhaps refuse to serve as Iran's messenger, it has worked to deter Israel from striking Hezbollah and Iranian targets in Syria. Whereas Israel has a policy of never acknowledging responsibility for its military operations in Syria, in order to give President Bashar Assad an excuse to not retaliate, the US administration has repeatedly informed the media of Israeli attacks and so increased the risk that such Israeli operations will lead to counterattacks against Israel.
 
The US has also refused to acknowledge Iran's control over the Syrian regime, and so denied the basic fact that through its proxies, Iran is developing a conventional threat against Israel. For instance, earlier this month, Der Spiegel reported that Iran has been building a secret nuclear facility in Syria. When questioned about the report, State Department spokeswoman Marie Harf sought to downplay its significance. When a reporter asked if the administration would raise the report in its nuclear negotiations with Iran, Harf replied, "No, the upcoming talks are about the Iranian nuclear program."
 
Until this month, the White House continued to pay lip service to the strategic goal of removing Assad - and by inference Iran, which controls and protects him - from power in Syria. Lip service aside, it has been clear at least since September 2013, when President Barack Obama refused to enforce his own redline and take action against the Assad regime after it used chemical weapons against its opponents, that he had no intention of forcing Assad from power. But this month the administration crossed a new Rubicon when Secretary of State John Kerry failed to call for Assad to be removed to power in talks with the UN envoy in Syria Staffan de Mistura. Right before he met with his Iranian counterpart, Mohammad Javad Zarif, Kerry told Mistura, "It is time for President Assad, the Assad regime, to put their people first and to think about the consequences of their actions, which are attracting more and more terrorists to Syria, basically because of their efforts to remove Assad."
 
IRAN'S PRESENCE on the Golan Heights is of course just one of the many strategic advances it has made in expanding its territorial reach. Over the past two weeks, Iranian-controlled Houthi militias have consolidated their control over Yemen, with their overthrow of the US-allied government of President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi.
 
Rather than defend the elected government that has fought side-by-side with US special forces in their Yemen-based operations against al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, the administration is pretending that little has changed. It pretends it will still be able to gather the intelligence necessary to carry out drone strikes against al-Qaida terrorists even though its allies have now lost power.
 
The post-Houthi-conquest goal of the administration's policy in Yemen is to seek a national dialogue that will include everyone from Iran's proxy government to al-Qaida.
 
The idea is that everyone will work together to write a new constitution. It is impossible to understate the delusion at the heart of this plan.
 
With the conquest of Yemen, Iran now controls the Gulf of Aden. Together with the Straits of Hormuz, Iran now controls the region's two maritime outlets to the open sea.
 
Far beyond the region, Iran expands its capacity to destabilize foreign countries and so advance its interests. Last week, Lee Smith raised the reasonable prospect that it was Iran that assassinated Argentinean prosecutor Alberto Nisman two weeks ago. Nisman was murdered the night before he was scheduled to make public the findings of his 10-year investigation into the 1994 bombing of the AMIA Jewish Center and the 1992 bombing of the Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires. According to Smith, Nisman had proof that Iran had carried out the terrorist attacks to retaliate against Argentina for abrogating its nuclear cooperation with Tehran.
 
From the Golan Heights to Gaza, from Yemen and Iraq to Latin America to Nantanz and Arak, Iran is boldly advancing its nuclear and imperialist agenda. As Charles Krauthammer noted last Friday, the nations of the Middle East allied with the US are sounding the alarm.
 
Earlier this week, during Obama's visit with the new Saudi King Salman, he got an earful from the monarch regarding the need to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons. But it seemed to have no impact on his nuclear diplomacy with Teheran. The administration believes that Iran and Saudi Arabia will be able to kiss and make up and bury a thousand- year rivalry between Sunni and Shi'ite Islam because they both oppose the Islamic State. This too is utter fantasy.
 
Israel's January 18 strike on Iranian and Hezbollah commanders in Syria showed Israel's strategy wisdom and independent capacity.
 
Israel can and will take measures to defend its critical security interests. It has the intelligence gathering capacity to identify and strike at targets in real time.
 
But it also showed the constraints Israel is forced to operate under in its increasingly complex and dangerous strategic environment.
 
Due to the US administration's commitment to turning a blind eye to Iran's advances and the destabilizing role it plays everywhere it gains power, Israel can do little more than carry out precision attacks against high value targets. The flipside of the administration's refusal to see the dangers, and so enable Iran's territorial expansion and its nuclear progress, is its determination to ensure that Israel does nothing to prevent those dangers from growing - whether along its borders or at Iran's nuclear facilities.
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Russia says nuclear arms to keep military edge over NATO, United States - By Thomas Grove - http://news.yahoo.com/russia-says-nuclear-arms-keep-military-edge-over-104446272.html
 
 
Russia's top general said on Friday a strong nuclear arsenal will ensure military superiority over the West as Moscow forges ahead with a multi-billion dollar plan to modernize its forces by 2020.
 
Russia, facing a likely recession because of a fall in oil prices and sanctions over Ukraine, must deal with new forms of Western aggression, including economic confrontation, said Chief of the Armed Forces General Staff Gen. Valery Gerasimov.
 
But despite the deep economic woes, he said the Russian military would receive more than 50 new intercontinental nuclear missiles this year.
 
"Support for our strategic nuclear forces to ensure their high military capability combined with ... growth of the military potential of the general forces will assure that (the United States and NATO) do not gain military superiority over our country," said Gerasimov.
 
Tensions between Russia and the West have risen over the conflict in eastern Ukraine, where the United States and Europe say Moscow is fuelling an insurgency by sending in troops and weapons. Moscow denies this.
 
Russia has criticized NATO expansion in eastern Europe and President Vladimir Putin has accused the Ukrainian army, which is fighting pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine, of being puppets of NATO with a policy of "containing" Russia.
 
Russian war planes have increasingly been spotted over Europe in recent months. Britain summoned the Russian ambassador on Thursday to complain about two Russian long-range bombers that flew over the English Channel, forcing British authorities to reroute civil aircraft. 
 
Russia promises to push through by 2020 a more than 20-trillion-rouble ($286.62 billion) military modernization plan conceived by Putin, and military expenditures will remain unchanged even in the face of a growing economic crisis that has cut the budgets of other ministries.
 
The modernization project aims to revamp Russia's weapons systems to assure that 70-100 percent of the armed forces weapons and equipment has been modernized by the end of the decade -- a plan confirmed by Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu.
 
"We plan to fulfill the government armament program and reach by 2020 the intended quantities of modern weapons systems," he said at the meeting.
 
Russia keeps its state nuclear capabilities shrouded in secrecy, but its military has approximately 8,500 warheads in total, including those non-deployed -- some 1,000 more than the United States possesses -- according to a study last year by the Center for Arms-Control and Non-Proliferation.
 
Speaking against a backdrop of rising prices brought on in part by a weaker rouble, Gerasimov said Russia had to deal with new kinds of Western aggression.
 
"Western countries are actively using new forms of aggression, combining military as well as non-military means. Political, economic and information methods are also being used," Interfax news agency cited him as saying.
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE - This DVD will be released on *March 1st, 2015 - Pre-Order and reserve your copy today! When you pre-order a DVD, not only are you making sure that you get your copy early, you are also helping to support this ministry and the product of this movie - thank you!!! *(This is an estimate and could be sooner, prayerfully no later)

CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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To order and more information - Click Here
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This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report' - Hal Lindsey - www.hallindsey.com 
 
 
My friend, the late Paul Crouch, used to chide me about the title of my book, "Satan is Alive and Well on Planet Earth." He said I gave the devil too much credit. Paul would say, "He's alive, but he's not well." 
 
He said it in a good-natured way and I was never offended. I also knew he was making a serious point. Satan is a defeated enemy. He's headed for hell, a place created specifically for him and his cohorts. It is Satan's destiny to bow down before Jesus Christ, and to confess that Jesus is Lord. 
 
But, until then, Satan has a major role in God's plan. 
 
When I wrote "Satan is Alive and Well on Planet Earth" back in 1972, college campuses were buzzing with "spirituality." Their mantra seemed to be: "All that is spiritual is good, except for Biblical Christianity." 
 
The Church of Satan had been founded in San Francisco just six years earlier. "The Exorcist," one of the biggest box office hits of all time, was about to arrive on the scene. 
 
There is an ebb and flow to these things, but over the forty years since that time, the world has continued its dramatic move toward spiritual darkness. The secret rituals of yesteryear have given way to a new open emphasis on Satan. A few months ago, I told you about Katy Perry's Grammy Awards performance. She performed what appeared to be a Satanic ritual. In fact, some who were present insist she summoned Satan onto the stage! Today, it seems there's a new competitiveness among entertainers to each be more evil than the other. 
 
What attracts men to Satan? It's called the "sin nature," something all human beings must confront. The problem today is that Satan can be influential enough when he's not seen, but when he's made the center of things, he can be downright devastating. 
 
How bad can it get? In the Old Testament, when the people had turned fully from God, they came to the point of sacrificing their own children to their new demon gods. (Jeremiah 7:30-31) It's hard to imagine such a thing happening in America. But in those same forty-odd years since my book came out, Americans have sacrificed more than 54 million children on the altar of promiscuity and convenience. 
 
Back in 1972 when I said Satan was alive and well, I was right. In 2014, he's still alive and, in every measurable way, he's become an even bigger success in the intervening years. But Paul Crouch was right, too. Satan is a defeated foe. His doom is sure. 
 
Contrary to what President Obama declared in his speech to the Turkish parliament a few years ago, America IS a Christian nation. Just ask the CIA! At the time, the CIA World Factbook gave the stats to prove that the United States is the most Christian country on earth. Now that's information compiled from strictly secular census data, not based on the Biblical definition of a Christian. But it doesn't really matter to the rest of the world. They have no problem identifying America as the world's representative Christian nation. That's why the Muslims see a giant bull's eye when they look at the United States. (And it probably doesn't help when they watch American television and movies and see us portrayed as rich, greedy, lascivious, lazy, moronic, self-centered, foul-mouthed, sex-obsessed, and gender-bending perverts!) 
 
However, as authentically Christian as it really is, America doesn't seem to be present in the prophecies of the Tribulation period. The Apostle Paul offers perfect descriptions of a declining, self-imploding society (America?) in the run-up to the Tribulation, but it seems to be absent from the action of that terrible time. The Apostle John even describes the modern church in his depiction of the church at Laodicea. But there's no America having an impact on the Tribulation scenario. Why? I'll discuss possible explanations this week. 
 
Finally, I'll take a few moments to remind all of us that, no matter how confusing or threatening or frightening the future appears, we are of all men the most blessed because we have hope -- a blessed hope! 
 
Don't miss this week's Report on TBN, Daystar, CPM Network, The Word Network, various local stations, www.hallindsey.com  or www.hischannel.com 
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Birth Pangs of the Coming Great Depression - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/birth-pangs-coming-great-depression
 
 
The signs of the times are everywhere - all you have to do is open up your eyes and look at them.  When a pregnant woman first goes into labor, the birth pangs are usually fairly moderate and are not that close together.  But as the time for delivery approaches, they become much more frequent and much more intense.  Economically, what we are experiencing right now are birth pangs of the coming Great Depression.  As we get closer to the crisis that is looming on the horizon, they will become even more powerful.  This week, we learned that the Baltic Dry Index has fallen to the lowest level that we have seen in 29 years.  The Baltic Dry Index also crashed during the financial collapse of 2008, but right now it is already lower than it was at any point during the last financial crisis.  In addition, "Dr. Copper" and other industrial commodities continue to plunge.  This almost always happens before we enter an economic downturn.  Meanwhile, as I mentioned the other day, orders for durable goods are declining.  This is also a traditional indicator that a recession is approaching.  The warning signs are there - we just have to be open to what they are telling us.
 
And of course there are so many more parallels between past economic downturns and what is happening right now.
 
For example, volatility has returned to the markets in a big way.  On Tuesday the Dow was down about 300 points, on Wednesday it was down another couple hundred points, and then on Thursday it was up a couple hundred points.
 
This is precisely how markets behave just before they crash.  When markets are calm, they tend to go up.  When markets get really choppy and start behaving erratically, that tells us that a big move down is usually coming.
 
At the same time, almost every major global currency is imploding.  For much more on this, see the amazing charts in this article.
 
In particular, I am greatly concerned about the collapse of the euro.  The Swiss would not have decoupled their currency from the euro if it was healthy.  And political events in Greece are certainly not going to help things either.  Economic conditions across Europe just continue to get worse, and the future of the eurozone itself is very much in doubt at this point.  And if the eurozone does break up, a European economic depression is almost virtually assured - at least in the short term.
 
And I haven't even mentioned the oil crash yet.
 
There is only one other time in all of history when the price of oil collapsed by more than 60 dollars, and that was just prior to the horrific financial crisis of 2008.
 
Since the last financial crisis, the oil industry has been a huge source for job growth in this country.  The following is an excerpt from a recent CNN article...
 
The oil sector has added over a half million jobs - many of them high paying - since the recession ended in June 2009. That's 13% of all US job growth over that period.
 
Now energy companies and related sectors are laying off thousands. Expect that trend to continue, bears say.
 
But losing good jobs is just the tip of the iceberg of this oil crisis.
 
At this point, the price of oil has already dropped to a catastrophically low level.  The longer it stays at this level, the more damage that it is going to do.  If the price of oil stays at this level for all of 2015, we are going to have a complete and total financial nightmare on our hands...
 
For the first time in 18 years, oil exporters are pulling liquidity out of world markets rather than putting money in. The world is now fast approaching a world reserve currency shift. If we see 8 to 12 months at these oil prices; U.S. shale industry will be wiped out. The effect on junk bonds will cascade to the rest of the stock market and U.S. economy.
 
...and this time there will be nothing left to catch the falling knife before it hits the American economy right in the heart. Not the FED nor the U.S. government can stop what's coming. Liquidity will freeze up, our credit will be downgraded, the stock market will start to collapse, and then we can expect the FED to come in and hyper-inflate the dollar. This will cause the world to finish abandoning the world reserve currency in the last rungs of trade. This will be the end of the petrodollar.
 
Something that I have not discussed so far this year is the looming crisis in emerging market debt.
 
As economic problems spread around the world, a number of "emerging markets" are in danger of having their debt downgraded.  And many investment funds have rules that prohibit them from holding any debt that is not "investment grade".  Therefore, we could potentially see some of these giant funds dumping massive amounts of emerging market debt if downgrades happen.
 
This is a really big deal.  As a Business Insider article recently detailed, we could be talking about hundreds of billions of dollars...
 
Russia this week became the first of the major economies to lose its investment grade status from Standard & Poor's, falling out off the top ratings category for credits deemed to have a low risk of default for the first time in a decade.
 
If Moody's and Fitch follow, conservative investors barred from owning junk securities must sell their holdings. JPMorgan estimates this means they may ditch $6 billion in Russian government rouble and dollar debt.
 
Russia may have company. Almost $260 billion worth of sovereign and corporate bonds - nearly a tenth of outstanding emerging market (EM) debt - is in danger of being relegated to junk, according to David Spegel, head of emerging debt at BNP Paribas, who calls such credits "falling angels".
 
And no article of this nature would be complete without mentioning derivatives.
 
I could not possibly overemphasize the danger that the 700 trillion dollar derivatives bubble poses to the global financial system.
 
As we enter the coming Great Depression, derivatives are going to play a starring role.  Wall Street has been pumped full of funny money by global central banks, and our financial markets have been transformed into the greatest casino in the history of the world.  When this house of cards comes crashing down, and it will, it is going to be a financial disaster unlike anything that the planet has ever seen.
 
And yes, global central banks are very much responsible for setting the stage for what we are about to experience.
 
I really like the way that David Stockman put it the other day...
 
The global financial system is literally booby-trapped with accidents waiting to happen owing to six consecutive years of massive money printing by nearly every central bank in the world.
 
Over that span, the collective balance sheet of the major central banks has soared by nearly $11 trillion, meaning that honest price discovery has been virtually destroyed. This massive "bid" for existing financial assets based on credit confected from thin air drove long-term bond yields to rock bottom levels not seen in 600 years since the Black Plague; and pinned money market costs at zero--for 73 months running.
 
What is the consequence of this drastic financial repression along the entire yield curve? The answer is bond prices which keep rising regardless of credit risk, inflation or taxes; and rampant carry trade speculation that can't get out of its own way because  central banks have made the financial gamblers' cost of goods-the "funding" cost of their trades--essentially zero.
 
Of course I am not the only one warning that a new Great Depression is coming.  For instance, just consider what British hedge fund manager Crispin Odey is saying...
 
 
British hedge fund manager Crispin Odey thinks we've entered an economic downturn that is "likely to be remembered in a hundred years," and central banks won't be able to stop it.
 
In his Odey Asset Management investor letter dated Dec. 31, Odey writes that the shorting opportunity "looks as great as it was in 07/09."
 
"My point is that we used all our monetary firepower to avoid the first downturn in 2007-09," he writes, "so we are really at a dangerous point to try to counter the effects of a slowing China, falling commodities and EM incomes, and the ultimate First World Effects. This is the heart of the message. If economic activity far from picks up, but falters, then there will be a painful round of debt default."
 
Even though most average citizens are completely oblivious to what is happening, many among the elite are heeding the warning signs and are feverishly getting prepared.  As Robert Johnson told a stunned audience at the World Economic Forum the other day, they are "buying airstrips and farms in places like New Zealand".  They can see the horrifying storm forming on the horizon and they are preparing to get out while the getting is good.
 
It can be very frustrating to write about economics, because things in the financial world can take an extended period of time to play out.  Sadly, most people these days have extremely short attention spans.  We live in a world of iPhones, iPads, YouTube videos, Facebook updates and 48 hour news cycles.  People no longer are accustomed to thinking in long-term time frames, and if something does not happen right away we tend to get bored with it.
 
But the economic world is not like a game of "Angry Birds".  Rather, it is very much like a game of chess.
 
And unfortunately for us, checkmate is right around the corner.
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Daily Jot: To whom much is given - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
This week we have been exploring the positive side of the sport of football, which I believe is the greater game. When a sport is so popular that one event is watched by hundreds of millions around the world, there is a responsibility. The Lord says in Luke 12:48 says, "But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more." There is a lot for all of us in this verse not only for when we are considering life, but also when we are considering the sport of football. 
 
Part of the reason why so many harshly judge the sport of football is the undeniable immoral, illegal and/or unethical acts of some of those associated with the sport. Others judge the sport based on how some people idolize the players and the game. But it isn't the sport of football that brings evil upon society. It is the condition of the human heart and all that entails that brings shame upon most things that are also very good. When we see a handful of players consumed with sex, violence, and other incorrigible acts, it is easy to judge that such a sport cannot be good for anyone. Is it fair and right, however, for football to be held accountable for the shameful actions of some who are associated with the game? 
 
Yes. To whom much is given, much is required. When a player beats a woman or a child, he must be held accountable. When a player commits suicide, a question must be asked if there is any way to prevent it. If there are questions about safety, ways of protecting players from unnecessary risk must be addressed. For the future of a sport that has so much influence in society, leaders in the sport must recognize the power of the negative as well as the benefit of the positive. In each of these cases, the NFL has been a leader in society in developing state of the art solutions to the challenges that improve all of society--sometimes slower than the media or others demand, but eventually getting it right.
 
I have had the honor to work with mighty men of God in addressing many of these issues. We have worked to establish a new personal conduct policy where playing football is considered a privilege, not a right, and there are not only harsh penalties for domestic violence, but also preventative education reaching down to the youth level for all players. There are former players working as Ambassadors teaching youth, current and former players about character and professionalism. Counter to what's being reported, many at the NFL understand the sport's influence on society and take that responsibility very seriously. The idea is to use the sport of football to teach and instill character and leadership in those who play the game--for the greater good of society. We work to change men a heart at a time because to whom much is given, much is required.
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Daily Devotion: The Surprising Reward of Humility - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. -Matthew 5:5
 
We might think of humility as a form of weakness, but it is actually the very opposite. Humility is connected to meekness. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." What is meekness? A literal definition of the word is power under constraint.
 
For example, if you were to see a person riding a magnificent, powerful stallion, and he is clip-clopping along, that horse has submitted his will to the rider. He has more than enough power to resist the direction of the rider and do what he wants. But because that horse has effectively humbled himself, or has been meek, he's putting his power under constraint. He's surrendering his will to the person who is riding him.
 
In the same way, when the Bible speaks of humility and meekness, it means surrendering our will to the will of God. Philippians 2:3 tells us, "Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself."
 
If you want to experience real joy, then put the acronym JOY into practice: Jesus. Others. Yourself. Put Jesus first. Put others second. Put yourself third. That is the joy we can experience. It is so simple, but I am amazed at the fact that very few people practice this. Many believers find themselves in the doldrums. They are down. They are depressed. They don't have this kind of joy.
 
If you want real success, if you want true happiness, if you want to experience a deep and abiding joy instead of the fleeting happiness of this world, it is found in following Jesus and loving others.
 
Think about someone in need and start doing something for that person. Then watch how joy will appear in your life as a byproduct.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Perspectives on the Rapture - Jack Kinsella - www.omegaletter.com 
 
 
You wouldn't know it to listen to a debate on the subject, but all three parties in the Rapture Debate believe that they are the ones who have the right position and have the Scriptures to back them up.
 
Whenever I write on the subject of the Rapture, I get email from those holding a different view and it never ceases to amaze me how nasty some of them are.
 
I've been called a false prophet (for the record, I'm not any kind of prophet, false or otherwise), a false teacher, a liar, a purveyor of the doctrines of demons and more.
 
More than one has accused me outright of knowing the truth (their position, naturally) and deliberately spreading deception to some nefarious end that never quite gets explained to me.
 
But the fact is that those who believe in a pre-Tribulation Rapture are no more sincere than those who believe the Rapture comes at the midpoint in the Tribulation.
 
The mid-tribulational view divides the Tribulation into two periods of 1260 days each, according to Daniel 9:27 and Daniel 12:7 and sees the Rapture of the Church occurring at that mid-point.
 
There are plenty of Scripture verses that can be used to support a mid-Trib Rapture.
 
"Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." Matthew 24:9-13
 
It would seem to indicate here that Jesus is exhorting us to "endure to the end' tying our endurance to being saved from the Great Tribulation.
 
Similarly, Jesus' reference to the Abomination of Desolation (Matthew 24:15) is followed by a warning to flee, (21)"For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be."
 
(40-41)"Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left."
 
The mid-tribulationist equates the beginning of the Great Tribulation when the antichrist abolishes Temple worship and begins his persecution of Israel with Rapture.
 
The problem with the mid-Tribulation view is it fails to explain WHY the Church endures the first half of the Rapture. The final week of Daniel is clearly set aside for the national redemption of Israel. (Daniel 9:24)
 
In order to make the mid tribulational view work, Jesus must be speaking to the Church when He is answering the question posed Him in Matthew 24:3 "What will be the sign of Thy Coming and of the end of the world?"
 
If Jesus were addressing the Church in the last days, why would He say, "But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath Day:" (20)? The Church is under no Sabbath Day restrictions.
 
Jesus makes plain the perspective from which He was speaking and to whom, saying, "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in JUDAEA flee into the mountains: (15-16)
 
Jesus warning of being delivered up to be afflicted, and killed, and to be hated of all nations for His Name's sake isn't a reference to the Church. He is addressing Israel, who has been delivered to affliction for 2000 years as 'Christ-killers'.
 
He is NOT addressing the Church. The Church is not here at that time.
 
But Jesus WAS addressing the Church when He said:
 
"In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:2-3)
 
In Rev. 2 and 3 we have Jesus talking to the Seven Churches, but what I want you to notice is where Jesus is in relation to these churches. "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;"
 
Now, from Chapter 4 to 19, Jesus is no longer on earth, but in heaven. So, if Jesus is no longer on the earth during the Tribulation period and He promised us we would always be with him, it would seem to indicate that we are going to be in Heaven with Jesus during the Tribulation period.
 
No matter how many ways I look at it, I just can't overcome a few problems reconciling Scripture with the mid-tribulation view.
 
What purpose is served by having the Church participate in the first half of the Tribulation but not the second if the whole 'week' is set aside for Israel? Why have a Rapture at all?
 
Why would Jesus be positionally in the midst of the 7 Churches for the entire Church Age, but positionally in heaven from Revelation 4:1 forward if the seven golden candlesticks remain on earth during Daniel's 70th Week?
 
Why is there no reference to the Church from Revelation 4:1 and forward?
These are serious problems from my perspective.
 
But again, that is not to say that those who hold to a mid-tribulational Rapture haven't searched the Scriptures and found answers that satisfy those questions in their minds. They are as sincere as I. We simply disagree.
 
Assessment:
 
The third possible Rapture view is called post-tribulationism.
 
The third possible timing of the Rapture would take place at the end of the Tribulation. This is called the post-tribulational view.
 
In this view, the Church goes through the entire Tribulation Period, together with the 'earthdwellers' and Israel and is Raptured to meet the Lord in the air as He is returning at the 2nd Coming.
 
As in the case of the other views, this view can be supported by Scripture. As I mentioned before, I've received email accusing me of deliberately spreading error and of being a false teacher because I espouse a different Rapture scenario than they do.
 
Such nonsense is just that - nonsense. Believers are believers BECAUSE they believe. If someone is a sincere, Blood-bought, born-again believer, why would they adopt a position they don't believe is supported by Scripture? Beyond that, why would a believer teach a position they KNEW to be wrong?
 
Supporters of the post-Tribulation position are sincere, as are those who hold to either the pre-trib or mid-trib scenarios.
 
In Matthew 24:30-31, Jesus speaks of a great gathering.
 
"And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other."
 
It certainly sounds like the Rapture, and it sounds like it occurs at the end of the Tribulation. But Matthew 24, as I pointed out previously, is given, not from the perspective of the Church, but from the perspective of the Jews.
 
Jesus spoke of the abomination of desolation (25:15) -- a distinctly Jewish blasphemy, followed by a warning to those in JUDEA (16) to flee, and for them to pray their flight be not on the Sabbath Day (20).
 
Now compare Matthew 24:30 with Zechariah's description of the coming of Christ from the perspective of the Jews. "and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for His only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his Firstborn." (Zechariah 12:10)
 
In Matthew 24:31 we see that the 'elect' gathered by His angels are gathered, not from the earth, but from 'one end of HEAVEN to the other'.
 
Revelation 19:14 says "And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean." As we've already seen, those in white linen are the Bride.
 
The post-trib position is that 'one end of heaven to the other' really means the Rapture of earthbound believers at the end of the Tribulation Period.
 
But reading what Scripture SAYS, rather than interpreting what it 'really means', indicates the elect gathered AFTER the Tribulation are gathered FROM heaven, which is consistent with the pre-trib view that says that is where the Church was all along.
 
Bible prophecy is unfolding according to a systematic theology that shows that God dealt at different times throughout history in different ways through a system of progressive revelation. This systematic theology is called Dispensationalism.
 
The main points of dispensationalism are:
 
1. The recognition of a distinction between Israel and the Church.
2. A consistently literal principle of interpretation -- particularly of Bible prophecy.
3. A basic working and conception of the purpose of God as His own glory rather than as the single purpose of salvation.
 
Dispensationalism demands:
 
1. The O.T. prophecies of the restoration of national Israel to the land in the last days will be literally fulfilled. (Any newspaper confirms that prophecy is being fulfilled before our eyes.)
2. The 70 weeks of Daniel spoken of in Daniel 9 refers to a period of 490 years and apply only to Israel. The first 69 weeks have been fulfilled historically, ending at the first coming of Christ.
3. When the Jews rejected the Messiah, the 70 weeks were suspended and a new age or dispensation called the Church age began. The Last or 70th week of Daniel, the last seven years, has yet to be fulfilled.
4. This last week will immediately precede the second coming of Christ.
 
The book of Revelation after the letters to the seven churches is a prophecy concerning events that will occur during the last seven years before the second coming or 70th week.
 
This 70th week is called the tribulation period. The last half of this week (the last 3.5 years) is the Great Tribulation spoken of in Dan. 9 and in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24). This tribulation period is a time when God will pour out His wrath on a sinful world (earthdwellers).
 
It is at this point that the mid-tribulationists believe the Rapture occurs.
 
The coming of Christ will occur in two phases. The Rapture, and His Second Coming at the conclusion of the Battle of Armageddon.
 
Dispensationalism concludes the Church cannot be here during the tribulation period because God has ended the Church age and resumed dealing with Israel.
 
The Church is also raptured to keep the Christians from the wrath of God which according to Romans 5:9 Christians will not experience.
 
The second phase is Christ's second coming at the end of the tribulation with His saints to begin the Kingdom Age dispensation.
 
History consists of different dispensations or 'economies'. A dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in respect of obedience to some specific revelation of the will of God.
 
Systematic theology reveals seven distinct Dispensations of God.
 
Creation to fall - Innocency
Fall to flood - Conscience
Flood to Abraham - Human Government
Abraham to Moses - Promise
Moses to Christ - Law
Church Age - Grace
Millennium - Kingdom
 
A new period or dispensation begins when God introduces a change in the principles or ordinances valid up to that time. For example a number of ordinances are introduced at the time of Noah. With the coming of the Church Age, the Mosiac Laws or ordinances are annulled.
 
In order to hold to a mid or post position it is necessary to deny Dispensationalism, claiming it is a recent invention. But at the same time, all three scenarios recognize the Church Age as a distinct dispensation.
 
We began this series with the intent, not to change anybody else's view, but to explain why we hold to the view that we do.
 
Our mission at the Omega Letter is to equip the saints with evidence and hard facts that point to the reality that these are the last days, not to engage in a pointless debate.
 
The Rapture will happen when it happens and nobody will know for sure who was right until it doesn't matter any more anyway.
 
Our purpose was not to argue FOR a pre-tribulation rapture so much as it was to clearly outline what we believe and why we believe it.
 
We view unfolding prophecy through the systematic theology of Dispensationalism because, without rightly dividing the Word, prophecy makes no sense.
 
For example, Jesus said the Comforter would remain with the Church until He comes. Yet the only reference to the Holy Spirit during the Tribulation is Revelation Chapter 7 when Jewish evangelists are miraculously 'sealed' (indwelt) by the Holy Spirit the way Church Age believers are now. That indwelling gives the Jewish evangelists 'power' to preach.
 
Together with 2 Thessalonians 2:7 we see the Restrainer is taken out of the way, saying that once that is accomplished, "And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming." (8)
 
If the Church goes through the Tribulation, then Jesus' promise of a Comforter until He comes needs rewriting to say, "I will send you a Comforter Who will stay with you until you need Him most, and then you are on your own for seven years."
 
Without an understanding of the divisions between the Dispensations, (like the Church Age and Daniel's 70th Week) prophecy is contradictory.
 
Jesus promised the Church in Matthew 16:18 that "the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." But we then read in Revelation 13:7 "And it was given unto him (the religious beast) to make war with the saints, and to overcome them."
 
Which is it? Do we prevail, or does the antichrist? Apart from Dispensationalism, the two statements contradict.
 
But if the Church Age is over and the Tribulation period is the time of 'Jacob's Trouble' and judgment against 'them that dwell upon the earth' rather than for the Church, then Scriptural harmony is restored.
 
As I pointed out elsewhere, the major problem with the mid-trib view is that it fails to explain what role the Church plays in the time of Jacob's Trouble -- even the first half.
 
The major problem in the post-tribulational view adds to that problem the problem of mathematics.
 
Revelation 13:15 says of those who do not worship the beast and accept his mark that he would "cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed".
 
So we see two kinds of people in the Tribulation period. Those who take the mark and those who are killed. When the Tribulation is over, where are the living believers who get raptured?
 
For there to be believers left to Rapture, they will have to escape the antichrist's global positioning surveillance systems, satellite thermal imaging systems, police and military dragnet, unable to buy or sell, living in caves for seven years.
 
A couple of decades ago, that seemed at least possible. But not so likely today. We saw how effective a strategy that was for al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. And the antichrist is unlikely to follow the same civilized rules of engagement Washington must observe today to avoid global condemnation.
 
We conclude the Pre-tribulation Rapture scenario is the view that is most harmonious with Scripture, particularly when given the added dimension of actually watching the preparations unfold before our very eyes.
 
But our faith isn't in WHEN Christ comes, it is in the fact that Christ IS coming soon. And the Rapture Debate is one more evidence of that fact.
 
Notice that the debate isn't over whether or not the Lord will come in this generation. For most, that is not even an issue.
 
A century ago, they were debating over whether He was coming at all. Today, we're fighting over His coming within a seven-year time frame.
 
Regardless of what you believe concerning the timing of the Rapture, the soon coming of the Lord is proved by the fact such a debate exists at all. And no matter what you believe about the timing of the Rapture, and no matter who turns out to be right in the end, the important thing to remember is WHAT we are debating.
 
We are living in the last generation in history. There are people reading my words -- right now -- who will never, ever die in the traditional sense, but will be caught up bodily to be with the Lord.
 
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words" - (1st Thessalonians 4:18)
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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