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	3/5/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Rouhani warns, reach deal or see nuke efforts accelerate
Iranian president says Israel 'greatest danger'
Report: Iran's Supreme Leader Hospitalized in Critical Condition
Call it a Purim Miracle: Reports Say Ayatollah Khamenei in Critical Condition
Speculation over successor after Iran's Khamenei reportedly hospitalized in serious condition 
Zarif: Nuclear talks are under pressure from 'scaremongers'
Kerry: Demanding Iran's 'capitulation' is no way to secure nuclear deal
Day after Netanyahu warning, US and Iran say make 'some progress' on nuke talks
Israel will be in 'wheelchair' if it attacks Iran: Larijani
Netanyahu responds to Obama: We did indeed present practical alternative to Iran deal
Christians United for Israel calls Netanyahu's speech a 'Churchill moment' 
'Netanyahu is Our Esther'; Congressman Hails PM's Speech
US aims for March 'understanding' with Iran on nukes
Reid wants Congress to delay Iran legislation
Liberman to 'Post': All options on the table to stop nuclear Iran
If US fails, PM signals Sunni Arab states, we'll hold the line against Iran
Iraq says Iran nuclear talks will lead to peaceful solution
Chinese official at Iran nuclear talks sees hope of a deal
Argentina seeks to revive deal with Iran to solve 1994 Jewish center attack
Argentine prosecutor appeals ruling that cleared Fernandez in 1994 bombing case
U.S. budget caps could complicate Israel's missile funding request
Yadlin: the PA has Chosen a 'Diplomatic Intifada'
Gaza's Islamic Jihad Says It's Ready for Next Round of Fighting With Israel, Will Employ Hamas' Tunnel Strategy
IDF unveils new method for destroying terror tunnels
UN envoy says Israel must investigate civilian killings in Gaza war
Abbas: Palestinians won't accept Jewish state, 'Islamization of struggle in Mideast'
Israel to double water supplies to Gaza Strip amid tensions
PLO to meet on future of Palestinian Authority
Number of Palestinians working for Israelis doubles
UK bans ad for implying Old Jerusalem part of Israel
Court Allows Jewish Prayer on Temple Mount
Will the Last Jews of Yemen Be Able to Escape?
Egypt's El-Sisi Closing 27,000 Mosques in Effort to Fight Islamic Terror
Egypt warns women against marrying IS fighters online
Libya oil fields of Bahi and Mabruk 'seized by militants'
Sources: Aleppo blast damages government security building
Jordan says international support for Syrian crisis lacking
Jordan's King Abdullah "this is a third World War by other means"
Defense secretary takes issue with 3-year timeline in Obama's ISIS plan
US Syria strategy falters with collapse of rebel group 
Defense secretary: 'Mistake' to have 'blurted out' Mosul offensive plans
Quds force leader, commanding Iraqi forces against ISIS, alarms Washington
Iraqi forces reportedly capture villages, oil fields around ISIS-held Tikrit
Islamic State torches oil field east of Tikrit
Large UK charities investigated for donating to ISIS, contacct with 'Jihadi John'
'9/11 was wrong' said Jihadi John in newly released audio 
Saudi Arabia executions now at 'unprecedented rate' after kingdom kills four more in two days
Drone spotted near Charlie Hebdo as 10 more fly over Paris
NYC public schools to close on Muslim holidays
Top general: US considering possible Middle East missile defense 
Top U.S. General Says Washington Should Consider Arming Ukraine
Vladimir Putin condemns 'shameful' political crimes after Boris Nemtsov killing
Crossing the Kremlin: Nemtsov latest in long line of Putin critics to wind up dead
Russia starts large-scale military exercises in southern regions 
SKorean Media Say US Ambassador Attacked and Hurt
North Korea media calls attack on U.S. ambassador "deserved punishment"
US says N.Korea nuclear and missile work 'of great concern' 
China military budget 'to rise 10%'
China says tech firms have nothing to fear from anti-terror law
Snowden says U.S. not offering fair trial if he returns
According to two FCC commissioners, those new regulations are bad all around
House Benghazi Committee Subpoenas Clinton's Personal Emails
Using Private Email, Hillary Clinton Thwarted Record Requests
Clinton's E-Mail System Built For Privacy Though Not Security
Who Is Eric Hoteham? Clinton Private Server Listed Under Mysterious, Untraceable Name
Hillary Clinton urges State Department to release emails 
State Department hit with suit for Kissinger records
Justice Department report clears Darren Wilson in Michael Brown shooting, but has harsh words for Ferguson police
Police say Obama bullet ban isn't needed, AR-15 round isn't a threat
USCIS Officials Reveal Feds Processed 7 Million Immigration-Related Applications in One Year
2009 transcripts reveal Fed confronting a chaotic banking system
US stocks fall broadly a day after Nasdaq passes 5000 mark
CBO: Debt limit will have to be increased by October or November
Euro zone rebuffs Spanish talk of new Greek bailout
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Sinabang, Indonesia
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 30,000ft
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft
Tungurahua volcano in Ecuador erupts to 18,500ft
Zhupansovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 17,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,000ft
Eastern half of US braces for yet another round of heavy snow and freezing temps
States of emergency declared as much of US braces for winter storm
Winter Storm Thor Kills 7; Nearly 150 Injured After Falling on Ice in Omaha
Flooding Wreaks Havoc Across Ohio Valley as Snow Tracks Northeast
Temps drop 30 to 45 degrees in 24 hours ahead of next winter storm
Record-Breaking Cold Likely in the First Week of March
Nova Scotia aquaculture fish killed by superchilled water
Antarctic Sea Ice Did The Exact Opposite Of What Models Predicted
Dozens of birds drop dead out of the sky in Maury County at the same time
This Microchip Will Deliver Drugs in Your Body by Remote Control
As Supreme Court takes up ObamaCare, GOP offers alternatives, Dems warn of 'massive damage'
Obamacare at the Supreme Court: Justices again divided over landmark health law
Six quick facts about today's massive Supreme Court case that could derail Obamacare
Mainstream media wages war on REAL science by blindly pushing dangerous vaccines
Public Health Officials Know: Recently Vaccinated Individuals Spread Disease
Flu Winds Down as FDA Aims for Better Vaccine Next Winter
Reports: No FDA Approval For Device At Center Of UCLA Superbug Outbreak
Second Los Angeles hospital identifies 'superbug' infections
The flea that carried the bubonic plague lives in New York City
Fifth monkey has signs of deadly bacteria in lab mishap
Aborted baby organs to be used to grow transplants for medical patients
Al Franken Apologizes 'For Being A Guy' at Abortion Gala
Home Office tells Nigerian asylum seeker: 'You can't be a lesbian, you've got children'
Should Two Supreme Court Justices Who Officiated Gay Weddings Recuse Themselves From Same-Sex Marriage Case?
Alabama judges stop issuing marriage licenses to gay couples after ruling
Utah LGBT anti-discrimination bill gets Mormon approval
Dr. Ben Carson Argues Being Gay Is 'Absolutely' a Choice
Ben Carson apologizes for remarks on homosexuality
ABC Family's 'The Fosters' Airs Youngest-Ever Gay Kiss Between Two 13-Year-Old Boys
Hundreds of Students Protest Common Core Tests
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Obama's Iranian-nuclear strategy brings dividend: Revolutionary Guards lead military assault on Tikrit
1. A Leader For This Time, For His People
1. Muslim site predicts Jesus will return in 2022, Mahdi 2015 or 2016
1. While Obama Guts the U.S. Military, Russia Prepares For War
1. The Days of Noah
1. Daily Jot: Same talking points--Iran, PA, US president
1. Daily Devotion: Mind Control
1. Featured Article: Things Done in Secret 
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Obama's Iranian-nuclear strategy brings dividend: Revolutionary Guards lead military assault on Tikrit - http://www.debka.com/article/24439/Obama's-Iranian-nuclear-strategy-brings-dividend-Rev-Guards-lead-military-assault-on-Tikrit-
 
 
US President Barack Obama's plans for Iran, which were spectacularly challenged by Binyamin Netanyahu in his Congress speech Tuesday, March 3, were manifested 10,000 kilometers from Washington in the firestorm over Tikrit, the important Sunni town north of Baghdad. There, Iranian-led Iraqi troops are on the offensive against the Islamic State in the biggest ground battle fought in Iraq since the Iraqi army fell apart and scattered last June against the conquering Islamist march through western and central Iraq.
 
For four reasons, this battle is loaded with ramifications for Obama's Iran policy and the Islamic Republic's drive for recognition as the leading Middle East power:
 
1.   For Tehran it is a high-stake gamble for prestige, its top military strategist, Al Qods Brigades chief Gen. Qassem Soleimani, was thrown into the Tikrit operation, to become the first high-ranking general Iran has ever placed publicly up front in direct command of a key battle as a guarantee of its success.
 
2.  However, three days after the offensive was launched on Sunday, March 1, the 25,000 Iranian and Iraqi troops, backed by Iraqi Shiite militias, were still fighting outside its gates, upsetting the high hopes of a swift victory and breakthrough into the city.
 
 Islamist forces slowed their advance by strewing hundreds of mines and roadside bombs on all the roads leading to Tikrit, while teams of suicide bombers jumped out and blew themselves up amidst the invading army - a tactic seen before in the battle for the Syrian Kurdish town of Kobani.
 
 ISIS boasted that one of the suicide bombers was an American citizen whom they dubbed "Abu Dawoud al-Amriki."
 
3.  The United States has no military input in the battle - neither US advisers on the ground nor aerial bombardment. On Tuesday, March 3, while Netanyahu was advising Congress in reference to the relative merits of radical Iran and ISIS that "the enemy of your enemy is the enemy," Gen. Martin Dempsey, Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, revealed some of the Obama administration's thinking on the subject.
 
He said Iran and its allies (Iraqi Shiite militias) had taken part in the Iraq war ever since 2004. "But the Tikrit campaign signals a new level of involvement," he said. "This is the most overt conduct of Iranian support in the form of artillery and other things" and "...could turn out to be a positive thing."
 
These comments corroborated debkafile's disclosures on the US-led war on ISIS, which defined America as confining itself to air strikes over Iraq and Syria and assigning the brunt of the ground war to Iran's Revolutionary Guards forces - a division of labor, which Israeli military chiefs watch with increasing concern as it brings the Iranian peril closer than ever to Israel, debkafile's military sources report.
 
 The Iraq format is replicated in southern Syria, where the same Gen. Soleimani, joined by a group of fellow Iranian generals, is leading an operation to seize that part of the country from Syrian rebel hands, including the Golan town of Quneitra .
 
4. The role Obama has assigned Iran in the two embattled Middle East countries bears directly on the scope of his concessions in the bargaining for a comprehensive nuclear deal.
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A Leader For This Time, For His People - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/03/a-leader-for-this-time-for-his-people.html 
 
 
     There has been a lot of controversy and opposing opinions over the efficacy of Israel's Prime Minister speaking before the combined Houses of Congress.  Regardless of whether you think it was warranted or not, one cannot deny the historic significance.  Benjamin Netanyahu shares with another Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, the record for the number of times to speak before the Legislative bodies of the United States Congress.
 
      Not only do the two Prime Ministers share the unequaled honor of appearing three times, but they found common ground in the immediacy and purpose of their visits.   In the case of Churchill, he undertook a dangerous transatlantic journey on the HMS Duke of York, within days of the Japanese strike on Pearl Harbor.  He arrived in America on December 22, in time to spend Christmas at the White House. On December 26, Churchill gave an historic address to a joint session of Congress to win support for his concept of the war.  WW II was in full swing, and the Allies desperately needed the U.S.'s participation in order to defeat the Axis Powers of Germany, Italy and Japan.
 
      Yesterday, Prime Minister Netanyahu came to the Hill to present his case for avoiding WW III.  At the center of the debate is the negotiations between the U.S. and Iran over the latter's development of nuclear weapons.  In his remarks, he said, "I've come here today because, as prime minister of Israel, I feel a profound obligation to speak to you about an issue that could well threaten the survival of my country and the future of my people: Iran's quest for nuclear weapons."  There was no pandering, no fawning, or ingratiating flattery.  He was there to state his purpose, and it was clear what that was ... to call on his ally, the United States, to stand with him and protect his people. 
 
      His people ... there was no doubt that this Leader was there on behalf of his people, not to increase his own power or fame; not to propagandize on behalf of his personal political agenda -- he was there to lay out his opposition to any negotiations with a terrorist state that threatened the existence of his people.  Perhaps his passion lies in the fact that he is the first Prime Minister born in Israel after the establishment of the State.  Perhaps his enthusiasm comes from his military experience.  He served as a member of Israel's special forces unit, leading many commando raids during the Yom Kippur War in 1967, among other missions.  Perhaps his emotion comes from losing his older brother during an Israeli commando operation to rescue hostages at the Entebbe airport in Uganda in 1976. 
 
      But, as he pointed out, Iran's nuclear potential is not only an immediate threat to Israel and her people, but to the entire world -- including the United States.  I found it sad that he had to school our own legislators on the important factors they should be considering before signing any deal with the terrorist state of Iran.  "Just last week, near Hormuz, Iran carried out a military exercise blowing up a mock U.S. aircraft carrier. That's just last week ... while they're having nuclear talks with the United States! But unfortunately, for the last 36 years, Iran's attacks against the United States have been anything but mock. And the targets have been all too real.
 
      Iran took dozens of Americans hostage in Tehran, murdered hundreds of American soldiers, Marines, in Beirut, and was responsible for killing and maiming thousands of American service men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan.
 
      Beyond the Middle East, Iran attacks America and its allies through its global terror network. It blew up the Jewish community center and the Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires. It helped Al Qaida bomb U.S. embassies in Africa. It even attempted to assassinate the Saudi ambassador, right here in Washington, D.C."
 
      Yet, we continue to negotiate with a nation that shouts "Death to America!" and calls us "The Great Satan".  Why does it take the Prime Minister of Israel to point out "Iran and ISIS are competing for the crown of militant Islam. One calls itself the Islamic Republic. The other calls itself the Islamic State. Both want to impose a militant Islamic empire -- first on the region, and then on the entire world. They just disagree among themselves who will be the ruler of that empire."
 
     Mr. Netanyahu wanted it understood that "in this deadly Game of Thrones, there is no place for America OR Israel; no peace for Christians, Jews or Muslims who don't share the Islamist medieval creed; no rights for women; no freedom for anyone."
 
      Is Iran someone we, the American people, want to negotiate with?  We can't even recognize or pronounce ISIS as an authentic threat, and as Netanyahu pointed out, "The difference is that ISIS is armed with butcher knives, captured weapons and YouTube, whereas Iran could soon be armed with intercontinental ballistic missiles and nuclear bombs. We must always remember -- I'll say it one more time -- the greatest dangers facing our world is the marriage of militant Islam with nuclear weapons. To defeat ISIS and let Iran get nuclear weapons would be to win the battle, but lose the war. We can't let that happen!"
 
      He went on to reiterate the numerous times Iran has refused the U.N. inspectors access to their military nuclear program, and the unimaginable consequences of letting the so-called "Sunset Clause" remain on the negotiating table.  In essence, this means that virtually all the restrictions on Iran's nuclear program will automatically expire in about a decade.  Think about that!  Think ten years is a considerable amount of time to rectify this issue?  On March 19th, it will be 12 years since the U.S. invasion of Iraq.  And has that "issue" been resolved to everyone's satisfaction?  As Netanyahu bluntly explained:  "[Ten years] is the blink of an eye in the life of a nation. It's a blink of an eye in the life of our children. We all have a responsibility to consider what will happen when Iran's nuclear capabilities are virtually unrestricted and all the sanctions will have been lifted. Iran would then be free to build a huge nuclear capacity that could produce many, many nuclear bombs."
 
      If the American people were smart enough to listen to this address by the Israeli Prime Minister, they would have heard facts that are seemingly impossible to get from our own government.  "Iran's Supreme Leader says that Iran plans to have 190,000 centrifuges, not 6,000 or even the 19,000 that Iran has today, but 10 times that amount -- 190,000 centrifuges enriching uranium. With this massive capacity, Iran could make the fuel for an entire nuclear arsenal -- and this in a matter of weeks, once it makes that decision.  Iran could have the means to deliver that nuclear arsenal to the far-reaching corners of the earth, including to every part of the United States."
 
      We are told that the power behind our negotiations is economic sanctions.  But who believes that this will in anyway stall Iran's plan to light the fuse on a nuclear tinderbox in that volatile region of the world?  Or that we can stem the tide of their aggression and dominance in the region with threats of trade barriers or financial restrictions? 
 
     But what impressed me the most about this historic speech on the floor of Congress was the pride and forcefulness with which the Prime Minister represented his country.  He made it perfectly clear that Iran not only needed to stop supporting terrorism around the world, and stop its aggression in the Middle East; but it absolutely had to stop threatening to annihilate his country, Israel; the one and only Jewish state.  Most importantly, he clearly stated that "the days when the Jewish people remained passive in the face of genocidal enemies, those days are over!  If Israel has to stand alone, Israel will stand!"  
 
     I cannot help but admire his boldness in this, his nation's hour of crisis.  And I am unapologetic about my Biblical worldview when it comes to the nation of Israel and the Jewish people.  The West has been vocal in their criticism and restraint of Israel when it comes to defending herself.  But, as a believer in the Bible, I know that God will not allow Israel to be destroyed, and He will be her shield, her fortress, and her Deliverer.  The world would do well to keep that in mind. 
 
      And then Benjamin Netanyahu closed his speech by pointing out to the Congress, the American people, and the world that our seat of government displays an image of Moses, the ancient Israelite leader who delivered his people from slavery to the gates of the Promised Land.  He then mentioned the message that Moses conveyed before the people of Israel entered the land of Israel.  It has become a significant theme for the Jewish people and has steeled their resolve for thousands of years.  "I leave you with [the words of Moses] today, (SPEAKING IN HEBREW), "Be strong and resolute, neither fear nor dread them."
 
      In the end, the real issue is whether our leaders will consider the warnings of the Leader of Israel.  Do any in our leadership still recognize the Biblical and historical significance of Israel?  Will they take the bold stand of hardline negotiations with Iran, or will they seek compromise and concession, thereby endangering Israel's very existence?  The answer to those questions will have significant and long-term effects for both Israel and America.  No matter what our nation's decision may be, one thing is for certain ... Israel will survive; God will make sure of that.
 
For a full transcript of Prime Minister Netanyahu's speech, click here: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2015/03/03/full-text-netanyahus-address-to-congress/?postshare=781425402858342 
 
 Psalm 25:22   "Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles."
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Muslim site predicts Jesus will return in 2022, Mahdi 2015 or 2016 - http://www.christiantoday.com 
 
 
A mainstream Muslim website recently declared that the Imam Mahdi will appear either this year or in 2016, and that Jesus will return in 2022.
 
DiscoveringIslam.org and the End Times Research Center believe the first phase of the End of Time will begin soon, and lead to the Day of Judgment in seven years. 
 
The estimates were derived from "Numerical Analysis of the Quran, Hadith, Arabic Words, and Historical Events," according to the organization's website. 
 
"The Messenger of Allah [sallallahu 'alayhi wa-sallam] informed the Companions of everything that would occur until the Day of Resurrection," they wrote. 
 
According to Discovering Islam, some of the signs indicative of the Last Days have already occurred, including "the conquest of Bayt al-Maqdis, the plague of 'Amwas, the widespread abundance of wealth, the conquest of the Arabian Peninsula, Sham, Persia, Egypt, India and Sind," and other events. 
 
They purport that other signs "have appeared and are continuing and increasing," such as "usury becoming widespread, lying, deceit and false witness becoming common, the coming to authority of those unworthy of it, the death of the scholars, the disappearance of knowledge". 
 
Finally, there are the signs that have not occurred: "the Euphrates uncovering a mountain of gold, the Arabian Peninsula becoming meadows and rivers, the transformation of people in this Ummah into apes and pigs due to their considering major sins as lawful," and more. 
 
The Mahdi is not explicitly referenced in the Koran, but appears in the Prophet Muhammad's compilation of teachings, known as Hadith. Some Muslims believe he will return to rule for seven years, and will eradicate all evil. 
 
The Research Center's book, "The End Times: Based on Numerical Analysis of the Quran, Hadith, Arabic Words, and Historical Events," provides more information on how their predictions were derived, and the false witnesses they believe will trigger the End of Time period and the End of Days.
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE - This DVD will be released on *March 9th, 2015 - Pre-Order and reserve your copy today! When you pre-order a DVD, not only are you making sure that you get your copy early, you are also helping to support this ministry and the product of this movie - thank you!!! *(This is an estimate and could be sooner, prayerfully no later)

CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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While Obama Guts the U.S. Military, Russia Prepares for War - By Michael Snyder - http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/while-obama-guts-the-u-s-military-russia-prepares-for-war
 
 
The Russian military and the U.S. military are going in two very different directions.  Military spending in Russia is increasing by a whopping 33 percent this year alone, and the Russians are feverishly preparing as if a major war with the United States is inevitable.  But despite the fact that the conflict in Ukraine has raised tensions with Russia to Cold War levels, the Obama administration is still acting as if we were living in a "post-Cold War" era.  Even while the Russians are arming themselves to the teeth, the U.S. military is being gutted.  In fact, the U.S. Army is in the process of being cut down to the smallest size that we have seen since the end of World War II, and the U.S. Navy is already the smallest that it has been since World War I.  There is very little political debate about this gutting of our military at the moment, but someday we may look back and bitterly regret not being more prepared.
 
No matter what your view of U.S. foreign policy is, we should all be able to agree that the U.S. Constitution mandates that it is the job of the federal government to protect this nation.  Sadly, according to one recent report the cutbacks that are happening right now have left the U.S. military only "marginally able" to defend this country...
 
The US military has become so depleted by cuts that it has been left only 'marginally able' to defend the nation.
 
Decreases in the number of soldiers and naval ships have led to armed forces falling short of President Obama's national security strategy, a report by The Heritage Foundation claimed.
 
Yes, we are spending far more on our military than anyone else on the planet is.  But a tremendous amount of that is pure waste.
 
When it comes to the things that really matter for national defense, corners are being cut.  For example, as I mentioned above, the U.S. Army is in the process of being reduced to the smallest size that it has been since World War II...
 
 
The Quadrennial Defense Review announced last year that the Army would be cut from 570,000 soldiers to 440,000 - the fewest since World War II.
 
The Army historically commits 21 brigade combat teams to one war but would struggle to do this and leave reserves if there were two simultaneous conflicts, the report said.
 
And according to the Wall Street Journal, the U.S. Navy is already the smallest that is has been since World War I...
 
With the U.S. Navy arguably at its smallest since 1917, we don't have many ships that are actually at sea. Only 35% of the Navy's entire fleet is deployed, fewer than 100 ships.
 
But that is not all.  According to Stars and Stripes, the size of the U.S. Air Force is going to shrink by about 500 planes over the next five years...
 
The Air Force plans to cut nearly 500 planes from its inventory over the next five years if the Defense Department's Fiscal 2015 budget request is approved by Congress, the service announced Monday.
 
The reductions - which would affect the active duty, Guard and Reserve - would be implemented in 25 states and the District of Columbia, according to a diagram provided by the Air Force. Only 47 planes would be eliminated overseas at a time when officials are emphasizing the importance of maintaining a strong forward presence to deter adversaries and respond quickly to crises.
 
For much more on how the U.S. military is being gutted, please see my previous article entitled "The Incredible Shrinking U.S. Military".
 
At the same time all of this is going on, Russia is acting as if they knew that World War III was right around the corner.
 
According to CNN, the Russians plan to spend more than 20 trillion rubles to modernize their military by the year 2025...
 
Russia has begun investing heavily in upgrades to its military capabilities. President Vladimir Putin plans to spend more than 20 trillion rubles ($700 billion) bringing equipment up to date by 2025.
 
The modernization program is continuing despite an economic crisis that has already forced Russia to adopt an austerity budget for next year.
 
Even while the U.S. military is shrinking, the Russian military is getting larger.  The following infographic was published by TASS, and it shows some of the new equipment that the Russian military will be receiving by the end of this year...
 
[image: https://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/a1197d70-91f4-4b2b-ad24-7d32d23f710f.png] 
 
In addition, the Moscow Times is reporting that the Russian navy will be getting 50 new vessels in 2015.
 
So why are the Russians conducting such a massive military buildup?
 
Certainly the civil war in Ukraine is on their minds.  If there was a civil war up in Canada, the U.S. government would definitely be freaking out.  So it is understandable that the Russians are deeply concerned about what is happening to their neighbor.
 
But this military buildup by the Russians suggests that there is something more going on.
 
And I think that we can get a clue by looking at how the Russian military has been behaving.
 
For instance, the Russian air force recently conducted a drill which simulated an attack on NATO warships in the Black Sea...
 
Russian fighter jets are practicing attacking NATO ships in the Black Sea in another dramatic sign that tensions over Ukraine continue to build despite a fragile ceasefire agreed last month.
 
"Russia's newest Su-30 fighter jets and Su-24 attack bombers are using two NATO ships in the Black Sea to practice penetrating anti-air systems," reports Sputnik, citing a source at the Sevastopol naval base.
 
Asserting that the NATO ships are conducting drills based around "repelling air attacks," Moscow is taking the opportunity to practice "maneuvering and conducting aerial reconnaissance" outside the range of the ships in order to "practice attack scenarios".
 
In addition, Russian strategic bombers have been making increasingly aggressive movements in recent months.  The following is from an article that described an incident in which two Tu-95 bombers buzzed Norwegian airspace...
 
But on January 28 two more Tu-95 bombers, escorted by tankers and Russia's most advanced MiG-31 fighter jets, showed up off the coast. One of them was carrying "a nuclear payload," according to the London Sunday Express, which cited intercepted radio traffic. And last fall, a Russian Tu-22 supersonic bomber skirting Norway's northern airspace was photographed carrying a cruise missile in launching position, according to the Barents Observer blog. Similar examples abound.
 
Adding to the potential for an unintended catastrophe, Russian warplanes typically lift off without filing a flight plan and cruise the busy commercial flight lanes with their transponders off, riling airline and NATO pilots alike. In recent months Russian warplanes have been engaging in Top Gun-style stunts far from home, popping up unannounced aside an SAS airliner on a flight between Copenhagen, Denmark, and Oslo and buzzing a Norwegian F-16 pilot.
 
And in the Pacific, two Tu-95 bombers recently buzzed Guam...
 
Russian strategic bombers conducted a third circumnavigation of the U.S. Pacific island of Guam last week as other bombers flew close to Alaska and Europe, defense officials said.
 
Two Tu-95 Bear H bombers made the flight around Guam, a key U.S. military hub in the western Pacific, on Dec. 13. No U.S. interceptor jets were dispatched to shadow the bombers.
 
One of the reasons this is done is to test our defenses.
 
They want to see how we would respond if it was the real thing.
 
In a future war with Russia, the key to winning will probably be to strike first.  The Russians know this, and so they are putting a special emphasis on modernizing their strategic nuclear forces...
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said on December 19 that the Russian strategic nuclear forces will receive more than 50 ICBMs in 2015. Putin also reaffirmed plans to modernize the fleet of Russian strategic bombers and nuclear-powered submarines.
 
According to the new Russian military doctrine signed by Putin Friday, Moscow reserves the right to use nuclear weapons in response to the use of nuclear weapons or any other types of weapons of mass destruction against Russia or its allies, as well as in the case of an attack with conventional weaponry that threatens the very existence of the state.
 
It is being reported that Russian Strategic Missile Forces are planning to conduct more than 100 drills in 2015.  Meanwhile, the Obama administration is treating the U.S. strategic nuclear arsenal as if it was an unwanted leftover from an era that is long gone.
 
I have written much more about this in the past, and I will not repeat all of it here.  If you would like to dig even deeper into all of this, please see my previous article entitled "10 Signs That Russia Is Preparing To Fight (And Win) A Nuclear War With The United States".
 
To most Americans, a war with Russia is not even a remote possibility.
 
But there is a much, much different mindset inside Russia these days.
 
During one recent military parade, a large missile was paraded through the streets with a message to Barack Obama written on the side.  Roughly translated, the message says "to be personally delivered to Obama"...
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The Russians are preparing for war.
 
The United States is not.
 
So who is right and who is wrong?
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The Days of Noah - Lea Sylvester - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8002 
 
 
"But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark." Matthew 24:37-38
 
The passage of scripture above was part of what many call The Olivet Discourse. It was a time when Yeshua sat with several of His disciples and they asked Him what the signs of His coming would be.
 
This is a particularly deep chapter in the Word of God. Here we find Yeshua prophesying about events in the near future, the early church, the Hebrews and even to our generation, although only one question was asked.
 
Many who study God's Word typically think of the passage about the days of Noah and relate that to the evil, dark self-indulgence we see today. And, that is correct. It is interesting to note, however, that in the Book of Luke (Luke 17:28-30) we are given great details about events that are not quite so detailed in the other gospels. The referenced scripture refers to the days of Lot and tells us that it shall be just as it was in the days of Lot as the days of the coming of the Son of Man will be.
 
What is the difference between the account of the days of Noah and the account of the days of Lot? There are many and there is much to be learned from this instruction from our Savior.
 
It seems to describe a time when people were going about their every day lives, taking no thought for what was happening around them. And, we know that there were very evil and dark things happening; things that are considered an abomination to God Almighty. This has not changed. Indeed, our days are even darker. Man has decided to indulge the flesh and ignore the things of the spirit. Most serve the carnality of their own minds and this cannot be reconciled to the gospel of the Kingdom of God. We know this because we are told that no such people can ever enter the Kingdom of God.
 
Noah was 600 years old when the rains began. We are told this in Genesis. The flood itself was prophesied from Adam down to Noah. We know that Noah worked on that great ark for many years. How people must have mocked him! This did not stop Noah.
 
Noah knew his calling and he knew his assignment and he would not be deterred for he was given grace from God. Grace is unmerited favor. Noah was able to do what was expected of him, in spite of the evil that surrounded him.
 
"And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually...and the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me [grieves me] that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord." Genesis 6:5-8.
 
So here, we have a description of the Creator looking upon His creation and seeing the great wickedness and evil in the hearts of those He had breathed life into and it sickened Him. How must He be grieved today.
 
Noah not only knew that he must build the ark but he knew he must warn as many people as possible about what was coming. He must have warned every person with whom he came in contact. Not only that, his sons and wife must have done the same thing.
 
They knew the time was short. They felt an urgency in their spirit. And, they stood and they gave the message to those who were going to perish if they did not turn away from their wickedness.
 
By contrast, we see in the account of Lot that unlike Abraham, he chose to take his family to be near the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. He must have liked the convenience of being there and the things that were more readily available to him than were to Abraham.
 
Abraham knew to keep his family away from these things. These were not things that were pleasing to God and so he was wise to do this. This reminds us that we, as followers of Yeshua, must never be partakers of the things of this world. This very thing is just what Lot did. He compromised. Abraham did not. Look at all the compromises being made by so many Christians today. Is there a difference?
 
"And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdman; for we be brethren. Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves, one from the other." Genesis 13:8-11
 
We are told that Lot was given his choice of the place he wanted to be and after he made his choice, Abram (Abraham) took the other way. Don't we all make choices? Do we consider that which the Lord has instructed us to do, in the way we are to live, act, and present ourselves? We see the consequences for Lot. We too have consequences for our choices.
 
But, we also see the blessings upon Abraham for being obedient and faithful to God. We are also blessed for being obedient and faithful servants of God.
 
"And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness." Genesis 15:6
 
"And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee." Genesis 17:7
 
This covenant made by God Almighty with Abraham was passed down to Isaac and Jacob and even today it still exists. We are partakers of this same covenant; a promise, if we are believers because we are no longer Goyim (foreigners or Gentiles or part of the nations) but are grafted in to the very Vine that is the Root of Jesse, the Lion of Judah, the promised Messiah and soon-coming King.
 
But Lot was caught up in the things of Sodom and Gomorrah. He did not know, or perhaps he did not see because he was too distracted with these things to understand that what was happening was not pleasing to God. And, Lot knew God.
 
But, Lot compromised. Instead of using the opportunity to share the ways of God Almighty with those who were lawless, he and his family enjoyed the pleasantries of the cities.
 
But, because Abraham was faithful, God revealed to him what He was about to do with those cities. And, because Abraham petitioned God on behalf of any who might have been righteous, Lot and his daughters were spared on the very day of the destruction.
 
Taking these things into consideration, we can look back at the warnings given by Yeshua in Matthew 24 and the account of Luke and see them in a different light. Yes, it was a wicked time. And our days are even worse. Are we telling everyone we know, as Noah did, and even those we don't what is coming? Are we sharing the Gospel of the Kingdom of God or are we caught up in the ways of the world and distracted?
 
We should think on these things and consider that part of the message given was, in fact, for us to be about our Father's business knowing that the harvest is at hand. Does it matter what others say about us?
 
Aren't we warned that the world will not love nor even like us? We should not even be bothered about that for our eyes are to be upon the things of God and upon Him only.
 
The days are soon coming when the darkness will be here and we might regret not having said something to just one more person. Perhaps it might be someone close to us but we didn't want to be embarrassed or mocked for doing so. So, we didn't say a word.
 
Examine yourself and ask yourself if you are more like Noah or more like Lot.
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Daily Jot: Same talking points--Iran, PA, US president - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
There should be no more telling sign on who's side the US "president" stands when it comes to Iran's nuclear program. Iran responded much the same way as did the US "president" to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's speech to Congress. Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif told NBC News that Iran has no intentions of building nuclear weapons and blamed Netanyahu for the "hysteria" surrounding Iran's nuclear quest, saying, "There may be people have concerns, there may be people who may have been affected by the type of hysteria that is being fanned by people like Mr. Netanyahu, and it is useful for everybody to allow this deal to go through." "We are very close to a deal," he said.
 
Netanyahu told a joint session of Congress that the deal being cooked up by Secretary of State John Kerry and the "president" would pave the way for Iran to have nuclear weapons. He said, "To defeat ISIS and let Iran get nuclear weapons would be to win the battle, but lose the war. We can't let that happen. But that, my friends, is exactly what could happen, if the deal now being negotiated is accepted by Iran. That deal will not prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons. It would all but guarantee that Iran gets those weapons, lots of them." Netanyahu enumerated Iran's extensive network of terror sponsorship and its publicly stated goals of the annihilation of Israel and death to America.
 
The Iran Student News Agency reported Iran's Foreign ministry spokeswoman Marzieh Afkham, in a statement, denounced as "very repetitious and boring Netanyahu's continuous lie-spreading about the goals and intentions behind Iran's peaceful nuclear program." Haaretz reported that the chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said, "Netanyahu's speech was full of lies and distortions of history and geography." Nabil Abu Rudeineh, spokesman for Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, added, "There was nothing new in the speech, except for more obstacles for the peace process." The US "president" also said of Netanyahu's speech, "As far as I can tell, there was nothing new."
 
Netanyahu, whose country is most endangered by a nuclear Iran, is saying that the White House "deal" with the terrorist state would only ensure that Iran would have a nuclear weapon. The US "president," Iran Foreign Minister, the terrorist-ally Palestinian Authority all say that Netanyahu offers nothing new and denounced Netanyahu's speech. How is it that a president of the United States sides with known terrorists and terrorist sponsoring states against Israel, and that they all are saying the same thing? Jeremiah 9:3 says, "And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know me not, says the Lord." THAT is true.
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Daily Devotion: Mind Control - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. -Philippians 4:8
 
We decide what we put into our mouths. Food doesn't simply jump in. We decide whether we will eat this or won't eat that. We pick it up, take a bite, chew it (hopefully), and then swallow it. And when we start putting on weight, it's happening because we put the wrong things in our mouths.
 
In the same way, we decide what goes into our minds. We let certain thoughts in, and we keep certain thoughts out. This is important, because the first temptation that came to Eve was to think wrong thoughts about God. We read in Genesis 3:1, "Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 'Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every tree of the garden" '?"
 
Notice that he didn't come to Eve and say, "Hi. I'm the Devil, the enemy of God. You've probably heard about me." No, he was more subtle. He came slithering in like a snake.
 
As a kid, I collected snakes. I had tropical fish and birds, but I had snakes too. The thing with snakes is they are always getting out of their cages. They can get out of the smallest of spaces, so you have to really keep your eye on a snake.
 
That is what the Devil is like. And that is why we need to control what goes into our minds. It is there that we dream. It is there that we contemplate. It is there that we reason. With our minds we can reach into the past through our memories and reach into the future through our imaginations.
 
So train your mind to think properly and biblically, not emotionally. Fill it with the Word of God.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 


Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Things Done in Secret - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
 
"For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil." Ecclesiastes 12:14.  Do you have any secrets? Secret thoughts you harbor, secret magazines you read, secret movies you watch? Even worldly people know right from wrong but are well able to ignore their conscience. Everyone has a conscience that burns a bit when we do wrong, and the more our conscience is ignored the easier it is to continue in sin. Even if we try to hide our sin and keep it secret it will one day be brought out and judged. We would expect the secular world to cover or ignore sin, but a Christian has no excuse for allowing evil to enter their life and then practice it in secret. Christians have God's word and that is what should rule our life. We cannot hide anything from God. He knows our inner thoughts and when we yoke ourselves with ungodly people or do ungodly things, He knows. It is not a secret from Him.
 
We who claim to be Christians should not take part in anything we feel we must keep secret, unless it is something for the glory of God. Our relationship with Christ should keep us from joining in on anything that is opposed to His ways. Too many Christians seem to put life into categories. There is one way to behave at work, another way to behave when around secular friends, another way when we are around Christian friends, and so on.  Before we accept Christ as our Saviour we have no standard by which to pattern our actions, but upon accepting Christ there should be a change in our attitude and our desire should be to please Him. "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:" Ephesians 5:8. We should have no fellowship with darkness. "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret." Ephesians 5:11-12. It is easy to fool ourselves into thinking that we can hide our sin, or that the Biblical view of sin is outdated. We can trick ourselves into thinking that if other people don't know about our secret sin then no harm is done. That just isn't true. When we hide things that we know are sin, damage is done. First and foremost our fellowship with Christ is damaged - we cannot embrace sin and still be in fellowship with Him. Then, because of our secrecy, our attitude will suffer and people around us get pushed away. Usually those who are being pushed away are other Christians, but they should be the ones we fellowship with. They are the ones who can help us to turn from sin...secret or open. If you are a Christian, God already knows your sins and has forgiven you. That fact doesn't mean it is acceptable for you to continue in sin. Repent. Ask Him to forgive you. Don't continue in your sin.
 
Christians should put nothing ahead of Christ. His word should be our guide in all things and we need to move away from secular friends and activities. "Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen." Deuteronomy 27:15. This verse is talking about idols that men make, such as the golden calf, but anything in life that comes before God is an idol. A car or a house can qualify as an idol if they are above God in your love. The ungodly idols we secretly place on the altar of our heart are an abomination to God. Our way of speaking, the jokes we tell, the activities we participate in should always reflect Christ. One of the most despicable things in life is our entertainment industry, and many Christians won't give up that idol. Television is Satan's playground, movies glorify sin, music sings the praises of sinful lifestyles and satanic activities. Most of what passes for entertainment should be banned. Yes, that is censorship, but these things are being heard and watched...taken into our life and enshrined as idols. Soon, what was once offensive and only done in secret begins to seem acceptable and openly embraced. Sin takes on an enticing luster. Soon, Christ's ways are rejected and sin is embraced. Evil things done in secret are damaging and will negatively affect your walk with our Lord.
 
It is easy to keep away from secret sin if Christ is first in all we do. "Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil." Proverbs 4:27. We always have a choice. We can choose to allow Christ to fill our whole being and let His light shine through all of our life, or we make the choice to turn onto the broad road that leads to destruction and embrace sin whether secret or not. We shouldn't do anything we would be ashamed to have Christ see...He does see everything. The Holy Spirit is sealed within every Christian, so when we think those angry thoughts about our co-workers or use those profane words when driving in the evening commute traffic, God hears. When you watch vulgar television or read pornographic magazines you are taking God into the gutter with you. You may think it is all done in secret, but you are wrong. God sees.
 
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness." Matthew 23:27. Many Jews came to Jerusalem for Passover and were unfamiliar with the location of burial places. If a Jew came into contact with a tomb he was ceremonially unclean and would have to go through the purification process. In order to minimize the danger of this happening it was the usual practice for the tombs to be painted white. Making them pretty on the outside did not change the fact that there was death and corruption on the inside. The Creator of the Universe knew the secret things that the Pharisees had hidden inside of them themselves. These men made an outward show of religion but tried to hide secret sins inside. "Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity." Matthew 23:28.  There is no difference between a Christian who tries to secretly hide sin in their heart and these scribes and Pharisees who made an outward show of righteousness. Jesus knew they were full of dead men's bones and uncleanness on the inside. What does He know about you?
 
Secret things aren't always sin and opposed to God. Good deeds and unselfish giving are things that we should never do with great pomp and circumstance in order to gain the praise of men. These things should be done secretly so as to glorify God. Just as God sees secret sin, He also sees secret kindness. "Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward."  Matthew 6:2. When Jesus spoke these words He wanted His listeners to understand that it isn't the kudos of men that we should seek, but the approval of God. The Pharisees were very good at making a big show of their good works so everyone would be impressed with them, but Jesus called them "whited sepulchres". Christians need to do everything for God's glory. If someone sees your good works, don't pat yourself on the back and take the glory for yourself, give God the glory. "But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:" Matthew 6:3. The secret things that glorify God are a result of living for Him. If you are trying to hide sinful secret things they will sully the good things you do in secret. Guilt over your evil secrets may cause you to brag to others about your good works in order to cover up the sin you hope will be kept secret. God sees all that you do, good and bad...nothing is secret from Him. 
 
Is it possible to not harbor secret sin? As long as we live on this side of Heaven we will always have the sin nature. We will always have to make the conscience choice to follow Christ instead of choosing to sin. "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer." Psalm 19:14. Our desire should be to please God. I have a friend who is a lovely Christian lady and I turn to her when I need advice or have a problem. I know her words will be truthful and based on God's word. She chooses to put God's word into the secret places of her heart by reading her Bible every day. She studies a devotional that takes her to various places in God's word, but she also reads one chapter from Proverbs daily as well as at least one Psalm. God's word is alive in her. When she has a choice she doesn't have to wonder what Jesus would do, she knows. His word isn't hidden beneath dirty little secrets of worldly things like secular music or worldly television shows. Secret things need to be Godly things, not evil. When we need to know God's will we shouldn't have to peel off layers of secret sin in order to find His truth.
 
I've heard it said that we grow to resemble the god we serve. If you have secret things inside of you that are not acceptable to God Almighty then you are serving a false god - a devil - and you will grow to resemble the ugliness of Satan. If the secret things you do aren't things you would share with a fellow Christian, then you need to pray for God's cleansing. "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me." Psalm 51:10.  If the secret things you hide are those of Godly virtue and good works that glorify Christ, then you will grow kinder and more loving. You will not be ashamed to have God know the secret things within you.
 
God bless you all, 
Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com
 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com
Ron Graham's previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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