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	3/10/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iranian FM calls Republican letter to Iran 'propaganda ploy' 
Zarif to U.S. senators: You are ignorant of international law
White House says Republican senators trying to undermine Iran talks 
Senators Tell Iran: A Deal You Sign with Obama Ends in 2016
Iran, IAEA officials to meet in Tehran ahead of March nuclear deadline 
'New Iranian missile could extend Iran's strike capability to Europe and beyond' 
Israel and Saudi Arabia: Facing Iran and Obama Together
Dermer: 'When Israelis and Arabs Are on Same Page, People Should Pay Attention'
Erekat: Netanyahu never believed in two-state solution, always chose settlements 
PA calls for arrest of Liberman for saying anti-Israel Arab citizens should be beheaded 
Arab League FMs expected to support Palestinian move to charge Israel with war crimes 
UNHRC's investigators ask to delay Gaza report until June 
Israel, Hamas deny reports of truce proposal in exchange for lifting Gaza blockade 
PA security forces arrest dozens of Hamas loyalists in West Bank 
One dead, 11 wounded in series of attacks in Egypt
Egypt's Sisi to US: Give us more weapons to fight Islamist terror 
El-Sisi urges 'Arab ready force' to confront ISIS, questions if US 'standing by' Egypt
Boko Haram gains new power by aligning with ISIS, say experts
Austria: Foreigners seized by ISIS in Libya 
Arab League calls for multinational force to fight Islamic militants
US, allies conduct 14 air strikes in Syria, Iraq 
Jordan expands Islamic State bombing raids into Iraq after pilot burning death
Monitor: Islamic State infighting in Syria kills nine 
Kurdish forces attack ISIS west of Kirkuk 
Islamic State extremists behead eight Kurdish men in Syria's al-Bab
A Path to ISIS, Through a Porous Turkish Border
ISIS Attacks Christian Villages in Same Syrian Area Where Hundreds of Assyrians Were Abducted
ISIS on the run increases security risk for wider Middle East, experts say
Danish lawmakers propose Mohammad cartoons in school textbooks
US sends heavy armour to Baltic states to 'deter' Russia
3,000 US Troops Head to Eastern Europe for Exercises
Russian Jets Run 'Attack Scenarios' on NATO Ships
Putin describes secret operation to seize Crimea
Anarchists storm Greek ruling party HQ
U.S. declares Venezuela a national security threat, sanctions top officials
Venezuela's Maduro says US sanctions seek to topple his government 
Judge delays ruling on unblocking Obama immigration executive actions
UC Irvine Student: US Flag Banned to Avoid 'Triggering' Hurt Feelings Among Illegals
Univ. of Oklahoma severs ties with frat after racist chant
Obama emailed Clinton at private address, didn't know 'details' of account
On 'QE' day, ECB launches new anti-deflation weapon
Brent falls while U.S. crude gains on easing stockbuild
Why oil decline could get ugly again 
Total solar eclipse on March 20th, 2015 in Norway
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Saumlaki, Indonesia
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Constitucion, Chile
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 23,000ft
Sangay volcano in Ecuador erupts to 23,000ft
Sheviluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 13,000ft
Hundreds of US farmers sue Syngenta over GMO corn
Deadly bird flu strain confirmed in 2 Missouri facilities
New memories implanted in mice while they sleep
Google Ventures and the Search for Immortality 
Obamacare premiums to significantly spike: CBO
WHO to begin large-scale testing of Ebola vaccine in Guinea
Ebola vaccine given for 2nd time after 7th person in Chicago tested for virus
Notre Dame Gets Supreme Court Boost in Birth Control Mandate Fight
Olympian Who Refused Doctors' Abortion Advice Gives Birth to Triplets
Extramarital Dating Site Unsettles the Land of Discreet Affairs
Egyptian actor calls for more nudity on TV to battle sexual harassment 
College conservatives branded 'hate group' for refusing LGBT sensitivity training
Former SEALs chaplain could be kicked out of Navy for Christian beliefs
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israel, Iran, and the End Times
1. Jordan king: Palestinian peace deal needed to defeat IS
1. Nearing Midnight: Barack Obama Loves America, His America
1. Virulently Anti-American: 81 Percent of Russians Now View the United States Negatively
1. Daily Jot: Lies and manipulation a sign of the times
1. Daily Devotion: All Your Need
1. Featured Article: The IMG of the Beast Part II     
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Israel, Iran, and the End Times -By Britt Gillette -  http://www.raptureready.com/featured/gillette/bg63.html 
 
 
 Israel and Iran have been in the news a lot lately. Currently, several nations are trying to strike a deal with Iran to curtail its nuclear ambitions. The question on the minds of many Bible prophecy students is what does the Bible say about this? Are Iran's nuclear ambitions a sign of the end times? Maybe. Maybe not. 
 
Rest assured that Iran itself does  have a role in the future fulfillment of Bible prophecy (see Ezekiel 38 and 39). But no one can say for sure whether or not the current nuclear talks will play a significant role in the fulfillment of Bible prophecy. What I can tell you is that this generation is already a witness to the fulfillment of numerous Bible prophecies, and Benjamin Netanyahu's much publicized speech from earlier this week should make that crystal clear.
 
On Tuesday, March 3rd, the Israeli Prime Minister addressed the U.S. Congress, and while the media replayed several sound bites from the speech, one passage in particular resonated with me. Here it is:
 
We are no longer scattered among the nations, powerless to defend ourselves. We restored our sovereignty in our ancient home. And the soldiers who defend our home have boundless courage. For the first time in 100 generations, we, the Jewish people, can defend ourselves. This is why -- this is why, as a prime minister of Israel, I can promise you one more thing: Even if Israel has to stand alone, Israel will stand.
 
Why do I find this passage so interesting? Because this simple paragraph reads like a collection of Bible verses. In fact, it reads like a collection of recently fulfilled and soon-to-be fulfilled Bible prophecies. Here are the key points that stood out:
 
1)  "We are no longer scattered among the nations..."  This is a direct fulfillment of God's promise to bring the Jews back into the land of Israel. A promise made multiple times thousands of years ago through the prophets:
 
"Then they will know that I am the Lord their God, for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind."  Ezekiel 39:28 (NLT)
 
"He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth."  Isaiah 11:12 (NLT)
 
"However, the days are coming,' declares the Lord, 'when it will no longer be said, 'As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,' but it will be said, 'As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.' For I will restore them to the land I gave their ancestors." Jeremiah 16:14-15 (NLT)
 
"Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes. He will have mercy on you and gather you back from all the nations where he has scattered you. Even though you are banished to the ends of the earth, the Lord your God will gather you from there and bring you back again. The Lord your God will return you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will possess that land again."  Deuteronomy 30:3-5 (NLT)
 
2)  "We restored our sovereignty in our ancient home." Note to Netanyahu: This should read "God restored our sovereignty in our ancient home." Why? Because God made it clear thousands of years ago this was all a part of His plan:
 
"I will accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you out from the nations and gather you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will be proved holy through you in the sight of the nations. Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I bring you into the land of Israel, the land I had sworn with uplifted hand to give to your ancestors." Ezekiel 20:41-42 (NLT)
 
"I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number." Jeremiah 23:3 (NLT)
 
"I will bring you from the nations and gather you from the countries where you have been scattered - with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with outpoured wrath." Ezekiel 20:34 (NLT)
 
"'The days are coming,' declares the Lord, 'when I will bring my people Israel and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave their ancestors to possess'" Jeremiah 30:3 (NLT)
 
"Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant lands they will remember me. They and their children will survive, and they will return." Zechariah 10:9 (NLT)
 
"He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth." Isaiah 11:12 (NLT)
 
3) "The soldiers who defend our home have boundless courage." God promised even the weakest soldier in modern day Israel will be like David:  
 
"On that day the Lord will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David."  Zechariah 12:8 (NLT)
 
"Jacob will again have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid." Jeremiah 30:10 (NLT)
 
4) "We, the Jewish people, can defend ourselves." This is a big one. Israel barely cracks the Top 100 nations in terms of population, but its military consistently ranks among the most powerful on earth. Think this is the result of random chance? I don't think so. Israel's exceedingly great army was foretold over 2,000 years ago:
 
"On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume all the surrounding peoples right and left, but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place."  Zechariah 12:6 (NLT)
 
"They came to life and stood up on their feet - a vast army." Ezekiel 37:10 (NLT)
 
5) "Even if Israel has to stand alone..." According to God's Word, the day will come when Israel will stand alone. The war prophesied in Ezekiel 38 and 39 portrays Israel as an isolated nation under attack, and only God comes to Israel's aid. Furthermore, the prophet Zechariah foresees a day when "all the nations of the earth are gathered against her":
 
"In that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves." Zechariah 12:3 (NLT)
 
6)  "Israel will stand." Nevertheless, even though Israel will one day stand alone, Israel isn't going away. Because God not only promised to bring His people back from their faraway lands of exile and firmly plant them in Israel, he promised they will never be uprooted again:
 
"And I will bring my people Israel back from exile. 'They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,' says the Lord your God." Amos 9:14-15 (NLT)
 
Israel's enemies should take note: "Israel will stand." She isn't going anywhere. Not because it has a great military or the support of the United States, but because the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob made a promise:
 
"I will live among the Israelites and  will not abandon my people Israel." 1 Kings 6:13 (NLT)
 
When the dark days of this age come to an end, God will make good on His promise, and He will come to live among the nations, and there will be no more war:
 
"'Shout and be glad, Daughter Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you,' declares the Lord. 'Many nations will be joined with the Lord in that day and will become my people. I will live among you and you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you. The Lord will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land and will again choose Jerusalem. Be still before the Lord, all mankind, because he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.'" Zechariah 2:10-13 (NLT)
 
Whether or not the events of this week have any immediate prophetic significance, you can be sure that we're living in the last days. Jesus, Moses, and the prophets pointed to the return of the Jewish people to the land of Israel as one of the foremost signs of the Second Coming. Jesus Himself said the generation that witnesses the re-emergence of Israel will not pass away before He returns (Matthew 24:34).
 
So what's the big lesson from this past week's events? While we're not yet in the seven-year period the Bible calls the "Tribulation," we're very close. Much closer than we've ever been. 
 
Jesus is coming. Are you ready?
 
Britt Gillette is the author of Signs of the Second Coming: 11 Reasons Jesus Will Return in Our Lifetime and Coming to Jesus: One Man's Search for Truth and Life Purpose. He's also the founder of End Times Bible Prophecy.
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Jordan king: Palestinian peace deal needed to defeat IS - http://www.timesofisrael.com/jordan-king-palestinian-peace-deal-needed-to-defeat-is/ 
 
 
Abdullah II says conflict gives jihadists 'a powerful rallying cry'; says Muslim nations must lead fight
 
King Abdullah II of Jordan warned Tuesday that an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal was essential for combating Islamic extremists, saying the conflict served as a rallying cry for jihadists. 
 
Abdullah told the European Parliament that the battle against the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria was "first and foremost" a fight for Muslim nations to carry out. 
 
Jordan has stepped up its role in the US-led coalition against IS after the group burned to death a captured Jordanian military pilot in a grisly video released last month.
 
But Abdullah said the root problem was the world's failure to "defend Palestinian rights."
 
"This failure sends a dangerous message," he said.
 
"And it has given the extremists a powerful rallying cry. They exploit the injustices and the lingering conflict, to build legitimacy and recruit foreign fighters across Europe and the world."
 
He added: "How can we fight the ideological battle, if we do not chart the way forward towards Palestinian-Israeli peace?"
 
As a country that has made peace with Israel, Jordan has played a mediating role in the peace process.
 
Around 20,000 foreign fighters are believed to have left their homelands to join extremist groups in the past few years - including an estimated 4,000 since 2012 from western Europe.
 
Abdullah however said that Muslim countries had to lead the fight against IS and other extremists.
 
"This is a fight that has to be carried out by Muslim nations first and foremost. A fight within Islam," he said.
 
Introducing the king to European lawmakers, Parliament President Martin Schulz offered his sympathies over the murder of the pilot.
 
"It's hard to imagine people could commit such gruesome acts," he said.
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"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE - 
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Nearing Midnight: Barack Obama Loves America, His America - Todd Strandberg - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html 
 
 
There is nothing new to the reports that Barack Obama dislikes America. For years, conservatives have detailed how Obama has spent his entire political career talking down the United States. The liberal media was just feigning outrage when it reacted to former New York City mayor Rudy Giuliani saying, "I know this is a horrible thing to say, but I do not believe that the president loves America." 
 
I think the reason why the comment made by Giuliani generated headlines is because the press saw him as someone who would easily buckle under pressure. According to them, he was once "America's mayor." But that's all in doubt now that he has dared to question Obama's love for our nation. 
 
Reporters at the White House pitched Press Secretary Josh Earnest a softball question so he could provide this bit of gutless drivel, "I can tell you that it's sad to see when somebody who has attained a certain stature and even admiration tarnishes that legacy so thoroughly." 
 
Giuliani clearly ruffled feathers at the head nest. The White House PR department created the twitter hashtag #ObamaLovesAmerica. They then sent it out 58,000 times. The hashtag quickly turned out to be a bad idea. Since twitter allows people to post comments, nearly all of them were negative. 
 
I have no doubt that Obama loves America, but the country that he seems to love is one he wishes existed rather than the one that does. His America has the government as the center of morality, the source of prosperity, and the arbiter of all fairness. Anyone who holds to another philosophy is "un-American" by his standards. 
 
No president can be considered a friend of America if he is seeking to undermine the Constitution. Obama has repeatedly violated long standing statutes. He has appointed nominees to various boards without Senate confirmation, defied congressional subpoenas, made every attempt to assault our Second Amendment rights, and he uses the IRS to target conservative, Christian and pro-Israel organizations. 
 
President Obama doesn't even measure up to his own standards. In 2008, then Senator Obama called President Bush "unpatriotic" for adding trillions to the national debt. Bush added about four trillion dollars to the debt in eight years. By the time Obama leaves offices, he will have created tripled the amount of debt as that of his predecessor. 
 
I find a lot of similarities between Obama and Grigori Rasputin-the demonic-eyed faith healer and trusted friend of the Russian Tsar family. After Rasputin charmed his way into the royal court he made a series of political recommendations that were so destructive that they resulted in the complete downfall of the Russian monarchy. In 2008, Obama was also hailed as a wonder worker who was going to heal the economy, mend racial relations, restore respect for America, and have the most open government, ever. 
 
After six years of Obama we have an economy addicted to Fed money printing, race relations are worse then they been in living memory, our standing in the world has been greatly diminished, and his administration is probably the most secretive in our nation's history. 
 
The people who are hoping for the American population to wake-up and realize the damage that Obama has inflicted are wasting their time. Our social and economic problems are beyond quick fixes. Once we reach the point of crisis, the citizenry will turn to despots for answers. In the end, Obama may just be remembered as the final snowflake that started the avalanche. 
 
The devil's fingerprints are all over the decisions being made today and it greatly concerns me what is coming our way. Since Bible prophecy predicts massive persecution for all believers in the Tribulation hour, our proximity to the last of the last days should be a concern to every Christian. 
 
Hardship has always been the best thing that could happen to the church. Under tranquility, Christianity has a natural tendency to become lazy and complacent. If you want to find robust Christianity, you need to go to China, Iran, or North Korea. 
 
The Bible does not provide an absolute guarantee that everything will be sunny for believers right ahead of the Rapture. We are promised to be kept from the Tribulation itself. As this cloud of darkness rolls in our direction, the prayer of every Christian should be, "Even so, come Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20). 
 
"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth" (Revelation 3:10). 
 
"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thessalonians 5:9).
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Virulently Anti-American: 81 Percent of Russians Now View the United States Negatively - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/virulently-anti-american-81-percent-of-russians-now-view-the-united-states-negatively 
 
 
Russians view the United States much more unfavorably today than they did during the end of the Cold War era.  As you will read about below, an astounding 81 percent of all Russians now view the United States negatively, and only 13 percent have a positive opinion of this country.  In all of the years when Russians have been surveyed on their attitudes toward the U.S., they have never been this negative.  But of course Americans generally do not view the Russian people unfavorably.  So why is this happening?  Well, it all comes down to the actions of the Obama administration.  The Russian people are convinced that U.S. organizations organized, funded and armed the rebels that violently overthrew the democratically-elected Ukrainian government.  And once it was overthrown, the Obama administration immediately recognized the rebels as the legitimate government of Ukraine.  And now most Russians are convinced that the U.S. government is trying to promote a similar revolution inside Russia.  In recent years, the Russian people have become increasingly nationalistic, and at this point they view U.S. meddling in their affairs as a direct threat to their way of life.  Even while most Americans are extremely apathetic about what is going on over in Russia, an increasingly large chunk of the Russian population is angry enough to go to war.
 
Anti-American sentiment inside Russia has grown so strong that even the mainstream media is starting to report on it.  For example, the following quote comes from a recent article in the Washington Post...
 
Thought the Soviet Union was anti-American? Try today's Russia.
 
After a year in which furious rhetoric has been pumped across Russian airwaves, anger toward the United States is at its worst since opinion polls began tracking it. From ordinary street vendors all the way up to the Kremlin, a wave of anti-U.S. bile has swept the country, surpassing any time since the Stalin era, observers say.
 
For the recent survey that I mentioned above, Russians were asked this question: "What is your general attitude toward the United States?"
 
81 percent of Russians responded negatively, and only 13 percent had a positive response.
 
That is the most negative that Russians have been toward the U.S. since polling began back in 1988.
 
And this could potentially be just the beginning.
 
For a moment, I want you to imagine a scenario.  I want you to imagine how the U.S. government and the U.S. population would respond if the Russians organized, funded and armed rebels that overthrew the Canadian government.  And then imagine how the U.S. government and the U.S. population would respond if the Russians started shipping heavy military vehicles and sophisticated military equipment to those rebels after they had established a new pro-Russian government.
 
I can just see it now - people everywhere would be screaming "Red Dawn" and warning of imminent war with Russia.
 
Well, the truth is that Ukraine is Russia's most important neighbor, and the two nations have ties that go back for thousands of years.
 
When we meddled in Ukraine, we poked Russia right in the eye, and now we have a very angry Russian bear to deal with.
 
For much more on how angry Russians are at this moment, please see my previous article entitled "This Is How Much Russians Hate America".
 
And if Barack Obama decides to start sending heavy military vehicles and equipment to the government in Kiev, that is going to escalate things to a completely new level.
 
If you do not think that could happen, you should consider what the Washington Post is reporting...
 
 
President Obama said Monday that he is considering providing Ukraine with lethal weapons to defend the country against Russian aggression if diplomatic options fail.
 
Of course it is not just Obama that is thinking this way.  In fact, there is lots of pressure on Obama from both sides of the aisle to arm the Ukrainians...
 
The pressure on Obama from the Republicans, but also from his own political camp, is intense. Should the ceasefire in eastern Ukraine not hold, it will likely be difficult to continue refusing Kiev's requests for shipments of so-called "defensive weapons." And that would represent a dramatic escalation of the crisis. Moscow has already begun issuing threats in anticipation of such deliveries. "Any weapons deliveries to Kiev will escalate the tensions and would unhinge European security," Nikolai Patrushev, secretary of Russia's national security council, told the Russian newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda on Wednesday.
 
In the end, I believe that this is going to happen.  And when it does, all hell is likely to break loose.
 
If you believe that cooler heads will somehow prevail, you should consider what is already happening.  At this point, U.S. tanks and military vehicles have already rolled into Latvia...
 
Latvia has confirmed more than 120 armored units, including tanks, have been delivered by the US. According to the Latvian Ministry of Defense, these include M1A2 Abrams tanks and M2A3 Bradley armored vehicles.
 
The move to deploy yet more tanks and armored vehicles was welcomed by Latvian Minister of Defense Raymond Vejonis."The presence of our allies (US and NATO) in Latvia is a confirmation of solidarity and security in the region," Vejonis said in a statement on Twitter.
 
How would we feel if Russian tanks were rolling into northern Mexico?
 
And many in Europe seem to be quite hawkish these days as well.  For instance, the president of the European commission says that an EU army is needed to deal with the potential Russian threat...
 
The European Union needs its own army to help address the problem that it is not "taken entirely seriously" as an international force, the president of the European commission has said.
 
Jean-Claude Juncker said such a move would help the EU to persuade Russia that it was serious about defending its values in the face of the threat posed by Moscow.
 
All of this posturing could ultimately lead to something far worse than the Cold War.
 
If we keep pushing Russia, we could someday end up with a real war on our hands.
 
But don't just take my word for it.  Just consider the following excerpt from a recent article by Stephen Lendman...
 
Ukraine is ground zero. Ongoing conflict risks the unthinkable - direct US confrontation with Russia risking nuclear war.
 
Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev warned Ukraine's conflict could "unavoidably lead to a nuclear war.."
 
Nuclear arms expert Steven Starr warned about things headed recklessly toward this possibility.
 
Nuclear expert Helen Caldicott believes US/Russian confrontation risks nuclear war. Things today are more dangerous than any previous time in the post-WW II period.
 
Former US Attorney General Ramsey Clark said "(n)othing is more dangerous than the aggressive US/NATO troop movements right on the borders of Russia."
 
To most Americans, the threat of nuclear war with Russia is a joke.  Most people in this country believe that it could never possibly happen.
 
But an increasing number of experts are starting to wake up and realize that if we stay on this road that it could be a very real possibility.  For example, author Daniel Estulin had some very interesting things to say during one recent interview...
 
The United States and its European allies are seeking to overthrow the Russian government by escalating the confrontation with Moscow up to the "threshold of a thermonuclear war," an author in Madrid says.
 
US President Barack Obama is orchestrating a regime change to topple Russian President Vladimir Putin, said Daniel Estulin, author of The True Story of the Bilderberg Group.
 
The US and Britain have "reactivated a policy of threatening tactical nuclear warfare against Russia and China to force them to submit to the crumbling transatlantic financial empire," Estulin said during a phone interview with Press TV on Wednesday.
 
"That submission will not happen, however, as the Russian leadership has repeatedly made clear," he added.
 
For much more on a potential war with Russia, please see my previous article entitled "While Obama Guts The U.S. Military, Russia Prepares For War".
 
But before a shooting war happens, Russia will attempt to use other means at their disposal to hurt us if we start shipping military equipment to the government in Ukraine.
 
So let us hope that does not happen.
 
If the Obama administration backs off, things may have a chance to cool down.
 
However, if the Obama administration publicly announces that we will be arming the new Ukrainian government, that will be an absolutely critical moment for U.S.-Russian relations.  Once that happens, there will be no turning back.
 
So let us keep a close eye on what Obama decides to do, because what he decides to do next could literally set us on a course toward World War III.
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Daily Jot: Lies and manipulation a sign of the times - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
Republicans are not standing up to the unconstitutional and illegal deeds of the "president" and his administration. Yes, there are a lot of Facebook Posts by the Speaker of the House, John Boehner, trying to show people how conservative he is. There are a lot of letters from committee chairmen demanding this or that. But it is so far ineffective, some three months into the new terms of the new majority. Democrats, even though they support some of the most anti-God initiatives, are far better at getting their way. Republicans, if they are going to survive another term, must become an effective opposition party because the nation is unlikely to survive its Constitutional form of government if they don't.
 
This does have to do with Christianity and the end times. We cannot stop the march of prophecy, but we can determine our place in it. There is no better example than the book of Esther to show how the will of God is carried out by the actions of obedient people. If there were no God-given free will, there would be no purpose to life. Those fatalistic Christians who use the premise that God is in control of everything for not taking action against evil are deceived. Yes, God is in control, as the cliche says, but He relies on his people to pray and act, to overcome evil with good. Politicians are human. They often claim the Christian faith. While many try to separate church from state, one cannot separate his spirit from his body. 
 
When politicians send letters and make statements, it only means that they are playing to the public--trying to get people to believe they are doing something. The letters, emails, faxes, sent by well-intended folks trying to exercise their concerned citizenship, are recorded by issue and used as a list by the politician to "inform" their constituents of all the good they are doing. It is a manipulation game of half truths and, in many cases, blatant lies. If John Boehner, or any of them for that matter, wanted to set things straight, he would immediately go the legal route. The Constitution requires the President to uphold and faithfully execute the laws of the nation. When he doesn't, he is subject to the law.
 
Instead of trying to pass more laws to prevent illegal amnesty, or send a letter to Iran about a nuclear deal, or whatever, the Republican opposition should hold a trial and convict this "president" on the host of unconstitutional and illegal things he has done. He should be tried in public, convicted if guilty and sent to prison. But, of course, if that course were taken, then many who join in would be subject to their own criminal or civil indiscretions. 2 Timothy 3:13 says, "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived." As the royal priesthood of the living God, we, His people, must act--we must make disciples who will know the truth and we must find effective ways to hold accountability.
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Daily Devotion: All Your Need - Greg Laurie -
www.harvest.org
 
And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. -Philippians 4:19
 
Some preachers today have hijacked the words prosper and prosperity. They say that God wants everyone to be wealthy and healthy, and so you are to just speak it out, and God will give it to you. That is their focus. And that is wrong.
 
There is a place for prosperity-biblical prosperity. It may be monetary. God may bless you with a lot of work or a lot of resources. But we want to be careful with the resources that God gives to us. The Bible says, "And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). But let's not misunderstand this verse. Behind every promise there is a premise. Verse 19 is embedded within the context of Philippians 4.
 
Are you in need because you were foolish with what God gave you? Then don't be so quick to invoke this promise. The assumption, contextually, is that you are living the way Paul speaks of in Philippians 4.
 
Also, this verse applies to more than just money. If your marriage is in trouble, God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. If you are single and looking for that right person, God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus If you need a physical touch from God, He will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. And yes, if you have a financial need, He can supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
 
But let's be wise stewards with what He has given us now. And let's remember that happiness and contentment does not come from stuff; it comes from a relationship with God.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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The IMG of the Beast Part II - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8005 
 
 
If an AI possessed any one of these skills-social abilities, technological development, economic ability-at a superhuman level, it is quite likely that it would quickly come to dominate our world in one way or another. And as we've seen, if it ever developed these abilities to the human level, then it would likely soon develop them to a superhuman level. So we can assume that if even one of these skills gets programmed into a computer, then our world will come to be dominated by AIs or AI-empowered humans."  ¯ Stuart Armstrong, Smarter Than Us: The Rise of Machine Intelligence
 
When reading about the four horsemen of the Apocalypse, there is one thing I have always wondered about.  Maybe it's not four separate riders, but one rider (the Antichrist) who is on the white horse first, then the red, then black, and finally to the pale horse sequentially.   Nothing in the text disputes that notion; I think we've just kind of accepted four different riders because that's the way it's always been depicted in artwork.  So it is after the white horse, that next comes sweeping through the red horse of war.  And considering all the weapons of mass destruction (WMD) already out in the world today, what one thing would give ANY nation(s) the edge in a future military conflict?  More bombs?  More tanks?  More submarines?  More satellites?  More drones?  More soldiers?
 
How about more internet bandwidth?
 
Not that having more of any of the above hurts a nation in as far as their ability to project strength, but neither does it give them the definitive edge that a super-intelligent ASI system could.
 
Imagine a system that could go into your adversary's networks, and shut it down the day before your planned invasion of that nation.  Not just shutting down the internet, but all electrical power grids, water plants, anything that is connected to any type of internet or electrical based system, all of which could be potential targets.  Or this ASI could launch that nation's missiles at itself, so you don't even have to invade them.  Remember how destructive Stuxnet was to Iran? And the Stuxnet worm wasn't even Strong or Super AI, it was just a simple computer virus designed to do one thing.
 
An AGI or ASI could also militarily sabotage a nation's systems, while simultaneously freezing all of their monetary assets and holdings, hacking and data mining every citizens and politicians email, and wiping out any communication networks that might exist.  ASI would truly be a game changer, especially considering how interconnected our world is these days.  For this potential alone, perhaps is why AI has become the new arms race.  Maybe this is why three of the horns (nations/regions) give their authority to the Beast?  (Daniel 7:8; Rev. 17:13)
 
We know that AI Caliber 1 is readily in use these days.  We know that AI Caliber 2 (AGI) is already in the process of being developed.  I suspect, that given the secrecy at which certain groups like the CIA, NSA, DARPA, and others (private entrepreneurs, and other nations) are working to develop this and may have it in varying stages...but are not discussing it.
 
Much like the secretive Manhattan Project in the 1940's, the man on the street had no idea the US was developing the most powerful bomb in human history, until it was used against the Japanese at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  AGI or ASI may be something that is complete already and we just aren't aware of it.  AI Caliber 3, from Caliber 2, doesn't seem that far a stretch then, since you could use Caliber 2 to assist in developing Caliber 3. The hard part is getting to Caliber 2. 
 
Now, AI by definition simply means that this software system reaches a level of self-evaluation and understanding, and becomes sentient, or self-aware.  That doesn't mean it grows a soul or a conscious, because I believe that is solely a human attribute.  But being self-aware could also intrinsically create a level of understanding for its own self-preservation, in which the system determines by itself, who has control over it, if anyone.  Since we know that one man ultimately does (the Antichrist/Little Horn/Beast/Son of Perdition/etc), he either creates or gains control over it through satanic supernatural means.  (Luke 4:5-6) 
 
Interestingly, some of the smartest men in the world, a few of which have made their living off of inventing the very systems that they fear could one day be their downfall, are now expressing genuine concern over the thought of computers gaining super-intelligence. 
 
Assessment
 
Because this technological development is still ongoing may be why a lot of what is going on in the book of Revelation, particularly chapters' 6-19, both eerily foggy and yet familiar to our understanding.  Much like Revelation 11:9-10 was a mystery for bible students of earlier generations, the technological limitations of any given period of time, limits people's ability to comprehend that certain types of technology is actually attainable.  IOW, you don't know what you don't know. 
 
Now that this AI technology exists, and has for the most part become commonplace, we have largely become desensitized to the advancements of it in our own day.  This is in large measure, because of the entertainment industry, which floods the cultural marketplace with books, television shows, and movies that include AI of every varying scope.  I could literally list off dozens of movies alone which have.  Here are some of the more familiar ones you will remember:
 
The Matrix Series; 2001-A Space Odyssey; The Terminator series; Star Wars; Eagle Eye; Iron Man; I, Robot, Chappie, AI; Short Circuit; Wall-E; etc.
 
That is Hollywood, and what they are particularly good at is opening people's imagination of what could happen.  But here is reality.  This includes a short list of technological advancements that exist and are being developed today:
 
*Data-mining systems (numerous)
*Sentient World Simulation System 
*Thought-controlled robotic prosthetics 
*Thought-controlled piloting of drones
*DNA as data storage
*Brain and body implantable medical devices
*Vision enhancing (ability to magnify at the blink) contact lenses
*Robotic exoskeletons
*Designer babies
*Human/Animal hybrids (or parahumans)
*Three-parent babies
 
If politicians these days are gridlocked and struggling to come to terms with issues like national debt, terrorism, and failing economies, imagine how much more they will struggle to wrap their minds around the ethics of the topics listed above.  (Which is probably why these topics are generally avoided.) And from their perspective, some of these issues are redefining what it is to be human, and thus, requires ethical and moral boundaries be put into place, IOT ensure that the human race will and can survive.  This puts in a new light, what Jesus said in Matthew 24:22...
 
And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened.
 
Politicians in the US and abroad, are struggling to come to terms with how quickly these advancing technological breakthroughs are changing our reality, and it is likely that they never will.
 
This is why I believe that it will take some form of super-intelligent AI system to sort through all the issues and problems man has today.  Moreover, it will be a man who either is given control, or has control over this AI system who will be the one who wields this devastating power.  But seeing as the only other alternative to AI coming in and bringing this pseudo-world peace to earth while simultaneously solving all of our problems (for a brief moment in time), is visitors from outer space.  Both seem incredible, but AI seems more likely.
 
Term's like 'technological singularity' and just 'singularity' are still in the stages of being adequately defined, but Ray Kurzweil (Google) believes it is when "the time when the Law of Accelerating Returns has reached such an extreme pace that technological progress is happening at a seemingly-infinite pace, and after which we'll be living in a whole new world".  (Source: Gizmodo)
 
It is for this reason that we don't understand exactly how or what the Mark of the Beast is, but it doesn't mean that this technology doesn't yet exist; we just don't know how exactly it will be introduced or utilized.  But we can see this technology in its embryonic form through things like RFID chips and digital tattoos.  AI is most likely what fills in the gap in our understanding in this regards and leapfrogs mankind forward over that final bridge at a pace many are probably not prepared for.
 
Since the United States, the world's predominant economic and military superpower is trying to take the lead in this new arms race for artificial intelligence and we know according to Scripture that the revived Roman Empire is the final world super-power at the end. We should be able to reasonably assume that somehow Europe beats the US to the punch in the AI arm's race.  Once AI is established, it will revolutionize science and technology and really life as we know it on earth within a relatively short period of time.  While I expect AI to play a significant role in this image of the beast coming to "life", it is the False Prophet who enforces through means of satanic signs and wonders (2 Thess. 2:9), the merging of economics with religion and is able to do this, by using a super-intelligent AI, man's DNA, and a globally interconnected network. 
 
He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.  He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
 
Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.  Revelation 13:15-18
 
So while this endeavor isn't meant to provoke believers to fear what is coming, it is meant to educate us on our adversary's tactics and means, by which he seeks to subjugate the world.  We know that the battle is already won, and that Christ remains poised to break into human history at the Father's perfect timing.  While we wait, we must spend what little time that remains, sharing with those who do not know the Lord, warning and pleading that today is the day of salvation.  One day soon, it will be too late, and the world will enter into the darkest days it has ever seen.
 
But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:4-11
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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