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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	3/15/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Abbas: Israelis must choose between peace, continued occupation of Palestinian lands
Obama 'committed' to two-state solution for Israel, Palestinians
Hamas' revamped naval commandos could pose a problem for Israel
Senate panel probing possible Obama administration ties to anti-Netanyahu effort
Obama administration rejected accusations of interference in Israeli election
Kerry cautious ahead of new Iran talks, cites 'important gaps' standing in way of nuclear deal
Senate plans March 24 action on Iran deal
White House requests Congress to wait on Iran legislation 
Report: PM tried to block Mossad warning to Senators that sanctions would collapse Iran talks
Are Iran's broken human rights promises a sign of failure for nuclear deal? 
One killed in Cairo bombing days after Gulf leaders make $12 billion pledge 
Egypt sacks 41 judges for supporting the Brotherhood
Islamic State fighters and force allied with Tripoli clash in central Libya
Kurdish govt says Islamic State used chlorine as weapon in Iraq
Islamic State targeted in 10 air strikes by US
CIA director echoes Obama: Islamic State is not Islamic
Vatican urges use of force to fight ISIS 
Syrian refugees: 'A whole generation is growing up displaced and uneducated' 
Yemeni opposition announces united front against Houthis
US Embassy in Saudi Arabia halts operations amid 'heightened security concerns'
Report: Afghanistan gave CIA money to al Qaeda for diplomat's ransom
Suicide bombers attack Catholic church in Pakistan
China protests over 'deadly Myanmar border raid'
Where is Vladimir Putin? Russia's President has been awol for 10 days and the rumour mill is in overdrive
Venezuela holds massive military maneuvers amid new US sanctions
South American countries reject US calls for Venezuela sanctions 
2 Arrested as Ferguson Protests Move to St Louis
Battle brewing over NASA funding
Will The March 20 Total Solar Eclipse Impact Europe's Solar Energy Grid?
5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Agrihan, Northern Mariana Islands
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Katsuura, Japan
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Vanimo, Papua New Guinea
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Vaini, Tonga
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Copiapo, Chile
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Siple, Mount, Antarctica
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 15,000ft
Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 14,000ft
Oklahoma could be in danger of strong earthquakes
Cyclone Pam to hit New Zealand today
Cyclone Pam: Dozens feared dead in Vanuatu
Guam braces for storm: Bavi could bring typhoon conditions by this afternoon
Heat wave sets new temperature records across California
California water-wasters elude fines as drought persists
Biden: Denying climate change 'almost like denying gravity'
Lawsuit over quarter horse's clone may redefine animal breeding
U.S. bird experts mystified by Midwest avian flu spread
At least 10 Americans being flown to US after possible Ebola exposure
Border Patrol: Increase in Sex Offenders Crossing the Border
1st transgender lawmaker charged in NH hospital bomb threat
Pastor Vows to Protest Lesbian Bishop Speaking at American Baptist College: 'We Do Not Wear Our Sin as a Badge and Parade It'
Pope Francis announces a Jubilee Year dedicated to mercy
Street preacher on trial for gospel preaching
Thousands Flock To Black Mass To Pledge Their Souls To Satan In Mexico
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The Prophetic Significance of Netanyahu's Defeat or Re-election Next Week
1. Why Israel Needs Benjamin Netanyahu for One More Term
1. Iran launches mass production of cruise missiles despite deal
1. Holy Altar constructed for Third Jewish Temple
1. Are You Ready?
1. God's answer to fear
1. Featured Article: Spiritual Gifts .. Occupy Part 2      
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The Prophetic Significance of Netanyahu's Defeat or Re-election Next Week - By: Andy Woods - http://thewordonpolitics.com/the-prophetic-significance-of-netanyahus-defeat-or-re-election-next-week/ 
 
 
Next week on Tuesday March 17th, Israelis will go to the polls in order to decide if they will re-elect their current Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Recently, Netanyahu confessed that "he saw 'a real danger' that he might lose next week's closely contested election and asserted that there was a worldwide effort to ensure such an outcome." Netanyahu continued, "...it is a very tight race. Nothing is guaranteed because there is a huge, worldwide effort to topple the Likud government."1 As an evangelical, Bible-believing Christian, I find next week's election extraordinarily important for at least two reasons.
 
First, the global effort to defeat Netanyahu fits into the pattern predicted in the Scripture that all nations will eventually turn against Israel. Netanyahu, who just last week gave a well-received speech before a joint session sponsored by the House of Representatives, has been a stalwart for the idea that Israel should not enter into "bad deals" in exchange for the illusory promise of peace from her hostile Middle Eastern neighbors that are committed to driving tiny Israel into the Mediterranean Sea. In addition, Netanyahu has been a staunch critic of the Obama Administration's recently discovered ambition to enter into a "bad deal" with Iran, which allows the latter to even more quickly cross the nuclear finish line.2 Since Netanyahu's policies in this regard contradict global opinion, the global community has become a cheerleader for Netanyahu's opponent Isaac Herzog of the left-of-center Zionist Union party.
 
In fact, I am embarrassed to admit my own country's complicity in the global effort to unseat Netanyahu. Obama recently demonstrated his animosity for the Prime Minster by refusing to even meet with Netanyahu last week when the Prime Minster came to America to deliver his speech.3 Such hostility is also evidenced by the Obama Administration's recently discovered new policy of shooting down Israeli airplanes sent by Israel for the express purpose of taking out Iran's imminent nuclear capabilities.4 These are certainly strange ways for an American presidential administration to treat a longstanding ally and the only Democracy in the region. As if all of this was not bad enough, the Obama Administration has gone so far as to dispatch its own campaign operatives to Israel in order to ensure that Netanyahu is not re-elected.5 Such behavior does not bode well for America in the long run given God's promise to curse those who curse Israel. As recorded in Genesis 12:3, God is very clear about this promise when he said, "And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse."
 
As the international hatred for Israel grows, we certainly see the stage being set for the eventual fulfilment of Zechariah 14:2. This verse says, "For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city" (italics added).
 
Second, the defeat of Netanyahu will inevitably pave the way for the eventual further division of the Land of Israel as well as the division of the City of Jerusalem. "In footage of the event obtained by Reuters Television, Netanyahu said Herzog would seek to renew peace talks with Palestinians and negotiate about 'dividing Jerusalem, giving back territory.'"6 The prophet Joel predicted that such a division is the very thing that will kindle the wrath of God thereby bringing about His end time judgments. Joel 3:2 says, "I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them there on behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; and they have divided up My land" (italics added). According to this prophecy, apparently God will finally enter judgment against the nations in the end times based upon their mistreatment of His people Israel. The final and italicized clause in this prophecy indicates the straw that will break the camel's back, thereby pouring forth divine wrath upon unsuspecting humanity, will be the intentional division of Israel's land. Interestingly, God here refers to this tract of real estate as "My land." Such division is exactly what the global community, the Obama Administration, and Netanyahu's opponent Isaac Herzog are seeking to accomplish. Thus, Netanyahu's defeat and Herzog's victory will bring us just one step closer toward the fulfillment of this terrifying prophecy.
 
One of Netanyahu's campaign posters during the 2009 Israeli legislative elections which stated that he would be the best choice for Israel's economy and security.
 
One of Netanyahu's campaign posters during the 2009 Israeli legislative elections which stated that he would be the best choice for Israel's economy and security.
 
Elections have consequences, and I believe Tuesday's election in Israel will be prophetically significant for the two reasons that I have articulated. The times and the seasons remain under the sovereign control of our omnipotent God. However, from a human point of view, I believe the re-election of Netanyahu will play a significant role in slowing down the progress of evil by thwarting the global community's ambition to further shrink Israel's borders to a non-defensible political expanse. Therefore, for the next few days, I am going to make a point of interceding in prayer to our merciful God on behalf of Benjamin Netanyahu and his re-election team. I hope you will join me.
 
 Endnotes
 
1.https://ca.news.yahoo.com/netanyahu-says-sees-worldwide-effort-topple-him-114542253-business.html [↩]
2.http://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2015/03/3/netanyahu-criticizes-obama-s-bad-deal-in-front-of-congress.html [↩]
3.http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/03/us-usa-israel-idUSKBN0LZ0BS20150303 [↩]
4.http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/report-obama-threatened-to-shoot-down-israeli-jets/ [↩]
5.http://nation.foxnews.com/2015/01/27/obama-campaign-team-arrives-israel-defeat-netanyahu-march-elections [↩]
6.https://ca.news.yahoo.com/netanyahu-says-sees-worldwide-effort-topple-him-114542253-business.html [↩]
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Why Israel Needs Benjamin Netanyahu for One More Term - Geoffrey Grider -   http://www.nowtheendbegins.com/blog/?p=31695 
 
 
It's now nearing Midnight in the valley of decision
 
"I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land." Joel 3:2 (KJV)
 
For exactly 1,878 years, the land of Israel, God's holy land, lay empty of it's Jewish inhabitants. This is the very land that God promised to Abraham, Issac and Jacob, and to Moses as well. Eretz Israel, the land of promise to God's chosen people, the Jews.
 
Netanyahu recently said that there will be 'no concessions and no withdrawals" of any of the land of Israel to the Palestinians. That, my friends, is what we call the "one state solution".
 
On May 14, 1948, the United States of America, under president Harry S. Truman, officially and formally recognized the regathered nation of Israel and in the blink of an eye, bible prophecy from both the Old and New Testaments was gloriously fulfilled. Israel was regathered according to the word of the Lord!
 
The prophet Zechariah said that in the last days, Israel would be the focus of the entire world, with Jerusalem in particular riveting people's attention:
 
"The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it." Zechariah 12:1-3 (KJV)
 
The God Of Abraham has a One State Solution
 
While the precise time period Zechariah refers to will happen during the time of Jacob's trouble, what Matthew calls the Great Tribulation, we are so close to that time now that we are already seeing the "birth pangs" for those events. All the nations of the world, including America, are saying that if Israel will just "part their land" and give it to the Palestinians, then we can finally have peace in the Middle East. They call this the Two State Solution. Well, the nations of the world might think it's a good plan, but the bible says that God hates it. Read the scripture quote at the top of this article from the prophet Joel. God Himself comes down to fight all the nations that have "parted His land". The entire battle of Armageddon will be fought over who controls the land.
 
 "I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory." Isaiah 46:13 (KJV)
 
Why Israel needs Netanyahu for one more term. More than any other issue, even more than the idea of Iran getting a functional nuclear weapon, there is no greater issue for the nation of Israel in 2015 and beyond than who controls the land. All the land of Israel. What Israel needs is a champion who will not give in to the demonic Two State Solution, and boldly stand up and declare, against any and all opposition, that Israel shall not be divided for anyone.
 
The bible clearly declares that Israel shall be divided in the end times after they have been regathered, but woe unto them by whom it's divided. Israel needs Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime Minister because, whatever his faults and failings may be, he will never allow any of the land of Israel to be divided and given to the Palestinians. For that reason, and for that reason alone, Israelis must reelect Bibi to another term in office.
 
God is not so much concerned with which leader will institute what social programs, fund or not fund the military, or create or not create economic reforms. The bible clearly shows that God is jealous for His land of Israel, and that it stays with His people the Jews.
 
Yitzhak Rabin wanted to divide the land of Israel and create a Palestinian state. God allowed him to be shot and killed by one of his own people on November 4, 1995. Ariel Sharon wanted to divide the land to create a Palestinian state, and God allowed him to be taken down by a stroke in 2006 and eventually die in a coma.
 
The number one issue in Israel today is who controls the land. Reelect Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime Minister for an undivided Israel with Jerusalem as it's capital.
 
Am Yisrael Chai!

 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Iran launches mass production of cruise missiles despite deal - Yael Klein - http://www.jerusalemonline.com/news/middle-east/the-arab-world/iran-launches-production-of-cruise-missiles-despite-deal-12242 
 
 
Despite nuclear negotiations with the West, Iran unveiled its new long-range cruise missiles today (Sat), and announced the launch of their mass production.
 
It seems the negotiations with the great powers and Iran's military actions have never been less coincided. Nuclear talks between Iran and the world powers will be taking place in Switzerland tomorrow (Sun), and today Iran proudly announced it has started to produce long-range cruise missiles, which, when ready, will be designated to attack in the Strait of Hormuz in case of war.
 
Iran's aerospace industries unveiled the missiles, and claimed to have begun a mass production of them. When ready, the missiles will be transferred to the Revolutionary Guards. General Hossein Dehqan, who addressed the media, claimed Iran has successfully tested the cruise missile several times, and that the production process is ready to begin.
 
"Today, we are simultaneously witnessing the launch of the mass production line and the delivery of this strategic and effective missile in the domain of defense and marine battle," he stated. The new generation of missiles can reach a range 300 kilometers, has quick reaction capabilities, and is capable of flying at a low altitude, according to the Iranian report.
 
The missile is designated to operate in the Persian Gulf, and specifically in the Strait of Hormuz, which paves the way from the Gulf to the Indian Ocean. This is one of the most important strategic spots in the world, for the  United Arab Emirates, Iraq and Kuwait export their oil through the strait, and American navy ships pass through there regularly.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!
 
First Reviews:
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - Bakersfield (Friend)
 
"This was Randy's best DVD yet, and now he has no reason not to come visit me. He can't use the, "Mom, I am working on the new movie excuse any more!" Also, thank you for hooking up and showing me how to use the DVD player you bought me last Christmas, love you, mom! - Randy's (I only live a mile away) mom.
 
I give this DVD four paws up! - Abby (Randy's Dog, who was also in charge of security during production)

 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/9299b7a9-a78f-4f2e-ad95-00cc8133853e.jpg]
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series

	[image: Welcome to Prophecy Update]

	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Holy Altar constructed for Third Jewish Temple - Leo Hohmann - http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/holy-altar-constructed-for-third-jewish-temple/?cat_orig=faith 
 
 
Announcement considered major step in Bible prophecy
 
End-times prophecy watchers are marveling over a news report out of Jerusalem this week that the Altar of the Lord has been reconstructed by the Temple Institute.
 
 
pray daily for its reconstruction atop the holy hill known as Mount Moriah or the Temple Mount.
 
Bible scholars say the rebuilding of the ancient temple is predicted throughout scripture, starting with Daniel's vision in Daniel 9:27. Jesus echoed Daniel's warning about an abomination standing in "the holy place" in the last days in Matthew 24:15, followed by the Apostle John's vision of the Temple in Revelation 11:1-2. Paul mentioned it in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.
 
Most people don't realize the temple had two altars - the altar of burnt offering and the altar of incense. The largest was the altar of burnt offering, placed in the outer court of the priests. Designing and building it to exact biblical specifications required quite an undertaking.
 
It was approximately 5 meters (16 feet) tall and 16 meters (52.5 feet) wide, with four "horns" or raised corners, and a ramp.
 
The altar is the central focus of the sacrificial services that were halted with the destruction of the Second Temple by the Romans in 70 A.D.
 
The Temple Institute has prepared all the priestly garments and sacred vessels for the rebuilt temple, which can be viewed on its website.  It even trains members of the priestly family to be ready to serve as soon as the Temple is constructed.
 
Carl Gallups, a Baptist pastor in Florida, Bible prophecy expert and author of "Final Warning: Understanding the Trumpet Days of Revelation," told WND the announcement about the altar will be seen by many Christians as a huge step toward fulfillment of Bible prophecy.
 
"This announcement will surely excite prophecy watchers around the world," he said. "Regardless of one's eschatological leanings, every sincere student of the Word of God knows there are at least hints, if not clear declarations, of something happening just before the return of the Lord that involves altar sacrifices and the distinct possibility of a rebuilt temple on the Temple Mount."
 
Jonathan Cahn, author of "The Harbinger" and "The Mystery of the Shemitah" also sees the announcement as significant.
 
"We know that end-time prophecy cannot be fulfilled without the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem," Cahn, a Messianic Jewish rabbi in New Jersey, told WND. "The abomination desolation prophesied in Daniel and in the Gospels, must take place within the Temple precincts. So, too, the apostle Paul speaks of the 'man of sin,' or the Antichrist, sitting in the Temple of God. What many people don't realize is that along with the Holy of Holies, the altar of the Temple is the most central and critical part of the Temple."
 
Cahn said it is the altar that is the center of the abomination causing desolation.
 
"It was specifically the altar of the Temple that was desecrated by Antiochus Epiphanes in the days of the Maccabees that comprised the first abomination desolation and the foreshadowing of what will take place in the end-times," he said. "So any progress made toward the rebuilding of the altar is worthy of our attention."
 
Mark Biltz, author of "Blood Moons: Decoding the Imminent Heavenly Signs" and pastor of El Shaddai Ministries, says prophecy watchers should not forget, however, that the Temple Mount is under the control of the Muslims for a reason.
 
"Religiously, you have the Temple Institute and they are ready to rebuilt it," he said.
 
In previous years, there have been attempts to sacrifice a goat on the Temple Mount at Passover, something that enrages Muslims who consider the hilltop the third most sacred spot in Islam.
 
"They could actually do sacrifices without a temple, some sacrifices. And Passover is one of them. There's always been a drive to sacrifice a lamb on the Temple Mount," Biltz said. "They would do it in a heartbeat. But it's just like here in America where the ACLU wants nothing to do with religion or religious groups. So it's the same there. The Israeli government doesn't want to cause any uproar among the various religious factions, especially with elections coming up."
 
The Temple Institute represents the views of the Ultra-Orthodox community, which makes up a small percentage of Israel's population, about 4 percent.
 
"They would love a temple but the broader population wants to keep church and state separate, and there is a lot of animosity toward the Ultra Orthodox," Biltz said. "But they don't need some big elaborate temple, they could start to do the sacrifices with a tent or some sort of makeshift tabernacle. It's all very interesting and it's all coming to a head. I believe you're going to see a major war first, which would redraw alignments and allegiances."
 
This explains the reaction of former Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan as he observed rabbis rushing to pray at the Temple Mount following the Israeli Army's reclaiming of the landmark in the 1967 Six-Day War.
 
"What is this?" Dayan, a secular Jew, reportedly mused. "The Vatican?"
 
"One of the first things he did was give it back to the Muslims," Biltz said. "They didn't want the religious right telling the government what to do. They would rather have the Muslims have it. So there is a bigger fight among the Jews, an even bigger fight over whether to build a temple, than the fight with the Muslims. There are two huge fights going on. "
 
There is an interesting foreshadowing of this end-time rebuilding event in the book of Ezra, who gave an account of the Jewish exiles returning from captivity in Persia.
 
"In rebuilding the temple destroyed under the Babylonian occupation, the first act of those returnees was to rebuild an altar and offer sacrifices upon it to the Lord," Gallups said.
 
They did this at the site of the ruined temple. The altar was constructed under the leadership of a high priest named, of all things, Yehoshua (Joshua, or Jesus in the New Testament Greek).
 
The returning Jews, according to Ezra, rebuilt this holy altar despite fears of attack from surrounding enemies. After the altar was rebuilt, and regular sacrifices reinstated, the returnees celebrated their first festival - the Feast of Tabernacles.
 
That feast occurs in autumn. This year it will occur during the season of the rare tetrad of four blood moons and the seven-year Shemitah cycle described in Cahn's book.
 
Ezra, chapter three, says that after the altar was rebuilt and sacrifices resumed, and when the temple had been rebuilt - the people shouted with joy, praised the Lord and wept aloud. "And the sound (of the celebration) was heard far away."
 
"Now, in 2015, we have the news that once again the altar of sacrifice has been rebuilt and is ready for use," Gallups said. "We also know of a very serious plan to rebuild the ancient temple of God upon the Temple Mount. The days of Ezra and Yehoshua appear to be upon us again. In the midst of the celebration of these facts, the sound of that celebration is once again 'being heard far away.' And through the modern technology of the Internet the sound is being heard around the world. These are certainly prophetic times in which we are living."
 
Biltz sees the timing of the altar announcement as prophetic.
 
"Tomorrow, (Saturday) every Jew in synagogues around the world is reading the Torah portion from Exodus about the construction of the tabernacle," he said. "It's the last chapter of Exodus about the glory falling, Moses coming out and blessing the people and the glory falling on the tabernacle.
 
"Not only that but this next week, historically, is the very day the dedication of the tabernacle happened, on Nisan 1, that is read in the Torah portion. This year, being Saturday, March 21. It actually begins at sundown on Friday, March 20."
 
As an expert in the Hebrew roots of the Christian faith, Biltz is always looking at current events in light of the times and the seasons according to the Hebrew calendar. And there is something else special this year about Nisan 1, which arrives at sundown March 20.
 
"Amazingly, there is also a total solar eclipse occurring at the beginning of the religious calendar on March 20. A total solar eclipse speaks of judgment coming on the nations. This is followed two weeks later by a total lunar eclipse or blood moon on Passover."
 
So the fact that a remnant of Jews has prepared an altar and the sacred vessels for temple services, even if the politics are still such that constructing the temple is currently impossible, is exciting, Biltz said.
 
Most of the sacred vessels needed for the temple sacrificial system have been recreated by Israeli artisans - the cups, the chalices, the incense altar and incense shovel, the table of showbread, the high-priest's crown, the golden menorah, the three-pronged fork and so on.  All of these items are being planned now by the Temple Institute, even though the political obstacles to rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem remain huge.
 
"They even have the high priest's crown. They have everything ready to go," Biltz said. "They've even had the Levites come in and be fitted for the priestly garments, everything is ready."
 
The purpose of the Temple was to make atonement for Israel and atonement for the nations of the world before the Creator, whom all mankind should desire to draw near, Biltz said.
 
"If the nations had only understood this back then, they would have never destroyed the temple but placed their armies around it to protect it," he said. "If the nations understood that today, they would realize rather than dividing Jerusalem it should be united with a Temple to Hashem bringing His presence back into our world. This is the only true path to world peace."
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Are You Ready? - By Don Twobears - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/twobear/twobears213.html 
 
 
"Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" (Matthew 24:44).
 
Let's take a moment here and consider this passage of Scripture: "Such an hour." The Lord is using our time references here, an hour in our day. Again we must look for those little words that seem to say so very much, like the word "in." "For IN such an hour," meaning that the time reference is smaller than an hour of our time. And then the Lord drops the proverbial bomb:
 
 "As ye think NOT." There it is...another small three letter word that speaks volumes to each one of us, proving that we must pay attention to every single word spoken by the Lord God Almighty.
 
We seem to be a people who are in too big a rush to get things done and when it come to passages of Scripture like the above, we run past all the really good stuff that we need to know. "For in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh." 
 
There is some prophecy here in the little words, or haven't you noticed? Something like David and Goliath, where the small (though protected of the Lord) defeats the huge adversary.
 
Reading this passage of Scripture, gives me the idea that the Lord will allow the people of the world to think "peace and harmony" are so close. The world will be looking at earthly prosperity abounding, "Oh boy...more stuff!" Personal incomes will surge and people will look to being able to acquire more and more, rendering themselves happier and happier (or so they think). Life will seem more stable, more pampered, when the entire time those people don't realize...we are not here for this purpose at all.
 
There will be a time when medicines will be more and effective than in past times. No one will see the old time diseases will surge because everyone will think those diseases are for someone else other than they. Or maybe you have forgotten AIDS, once a disease that was fatal and usually the malady of the homosexual.
 
 Or have we forgotten tuberculosis, dengue fever, measles and the like. Oh that's right, we now use these new names, like the "chikungunya" virus, but these illnesses are for those that are lower on the totem pole, right? We...as in ME...do not get those diseases. My blood is better than that!
 
So there you are, living the high life, surrounded by all your stuff! Suddenly there is the sound of a trumpet and a blinding light, and suddenly a few million people around the world are gone. Poof! Now the "financial status-quo" fails, your money is worthless. People come and rob you of all your stuff, hurt you and your family and why? No one knows...for sure.
 
Yet, there is speculation by many, that the Rapture just occurred. And guess what? You are still here, on earth, with your stuff, whilst you were so prosperous and gifted. And now it becomes obvious to you, you are in a world of hurt and there's no way out, well...except for death that is.
 
"For IN such an hour, as ye think NOT...the Son of Man [Jesus Christ] cometh!"
 
There is one more word that needs to be looked at carefully. Look at the Scripture above and see the word "think." Now what does that mean? It means that you must take a look at your thoughts, to stop and wonder, IF you know what all is going on. Don't you just hate that little word "IF?"
 
IF I had known, IF I knew for sure, IF I had all the right information, IF, IF, IF. To "think" then I would know for sure. Apparently, you didn't think at all, otherwise you wouldn't still be here on earth. Right?
 
You did NOT think, when you voted, you did NOT think as you sat in church and heard (hopefully) the Word of God. You did NOT think to read your Bible, otherwise you would have KNOWN what was to come and you would have been ready.
 
The Word of God uses the word "prudent" as in a prudent man. This is a man who takes into account what HE KNOWS. A man who THINKS, who makes the necessary plans according to certain truths. Are you such a man or woman?
 
It is abundantly obvious the truth of God's Holy Word-the Bible, tells you and me how we got here and why we are here, and what we should be doing. Then the Word of God goes on and tells us of the future, that there is indeed a "life after death." It gives us every reason and answer to every question we could ever think of...the point being, you must read it.
 
Let me ask you some questions here. Are you able to see the future? Do you KNOW what all is going to take place, very, very, soon? Are you able to sit and think about everything taking place today, all around you in the world, then know what will happen? Do you know why the world is so wicked and full of hate and anger?
 
 Do you know why you deal with so many problems and trials? Do you ever wonder if there is any where a place that has some modicum of peace and harmony? No? Then maybe you need the Word of God!
 
I know why I experience trials and tribulations. The Lord God wants to make me a better person, not for just you, but more importantly...for HIM! I am in HIS capable hands every moment of every hour of every day. SO...if I die, no big deal. My Lord is right there to carry me home to heaven and that my friends, is more than enough for me. The question then becomes, "Do you feel the exact same way?"
 
IF (there's that word again!) you do not feel that way, there must be a reason, right? What are you doing about that question? Are you seeking the answer to it or are you just lollygagging along with the status-quo of everyday life? My friends, you better wake-up and get moving and find the answer to the question, otherwise you will remain right here on earth.
 
The Lord God Almighty has laid it on my heart to write to you, to tell you the truth according to HIS Holy Word-the Bible. I am NOT going to be sorry for making you uncomfortable, for  feeling offended by what I am saying here. I will NOT back-up and say anything that is NOT the truth!
 
I have written articles that remind us of the old days, when there were tent revivals and the Word of God was expounded with fire and brimstone, and I am sure some will remember those days. I remember I was just a kid and those preachers scared the living bejabbers out of me. I am sure they scared many people and thankfully so-many were saved to Jesus Christ. I must surmise, I am sort of like they were. I will tell the Word of God the way it needs to be told, simply, because I must be louder than the commotion all around us, every day!
 
I know there are some people to whom I can simply say, "That's wrong!" They will look at me and say "I am so sorry." Still there are others that are listening to themselves talk and you have to yell..."HEY" before they are willing to listen. And still as yet, there are some you must use a baseball bat across the head...just to get their attention. 
 
My friends, it is worse today than that, the world is roaring in its depravity. The wickedness of this world is beyond anything I have ever experienced before in all my life. Go read about Noah and the Flood in Genesis or about Sodom and Gomorrah. Look at how wicked the people were back then. Notice how the Lord God dealt with them. 
 
Do you think for one moment that the Lord God will not deal with this world in a like manner? The depravity is beyond compare...the Tribulation will be the answer to it!
 
Let's be prudent for a moment here. Let's think on these things for just a moment and you tell me. In Noah and the Flood, mankind was so wicked, God chose to Flood the world and destroy all of mankind, except for Noah and His family. In Sodom and Gomorrah mankind was again so wicked and depraved, God burned them up and the sulfur compounds that can still be found there today.
 
Having stated just those two circumstances, what do you think will happen after the Rapture takes place? The world is worse today, than in the previous two examples. This time, everything available to God will be used against this wicked mankind and NO ONE will escape, because everyone is responsible for all this wickedness and depravity. Is any of this getting across to you? This is WAY SERIOUS.
 
Revelation 3:20-22: "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
 
My friends, please...make it a point to read this over and over again, until it sinks deep in your heart! You still have a choice that you can make, but you better be quick about it, because time is so very, very, short!
 
John 3:16: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."
 
All Scripture is quoted from the King James Version of the Bible (KJV) and all emboldened Scripture is added by the author for emphasis.
 
You may reach the author at: dontwobears@sbcglobal.net
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God's answer to fear - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/gods-answer-to-fear/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie declares, 'The worst-case scenario is dying without Jesus'
 
For a number of years, the reality show "Fear Factor" featured people who would compete against each other doing crazy stunts to win a grand prize. Here are a few things the contestants did: get dragged by a horse going 35 miles per hour, get strapped in and then covered by 400 rats, jump from one semitrailer to another while traveling at 40 miles per hour, lie covered up to the head with 300,000 worms for four minutes, eat live beetles, and consume three sheep eyes in three minutes. What was it with those people? I think the show could have been more aptly named "Lunacy Factor."
 
With all the frightening prospects in our world today, I'm amazed at how people will go out of their way to do things that frighten them. And we indeed live in frightening times. The first decade of the new millennium was summed up as the Decade of Fear. And halfway through this second decade, there has been plenty to trouble us as well. So what are we supposed to do? Should we find a hole and climb in, hoping that bad things won't happen to us?
 
 
Jesus gave some very direct words for living in troubled times: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father's house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am" (John 14:1-3 NIV).
 
Jesus began by saying, "Do not let your hearts be troubled." Other ways the word troubled could be translated from the original language would be" "agitated," "disturbed," or "thrown into confusion." Jesus was saying, "Don't be disturbed. Don't be agitated. Don't be thrown into confusion. Don't be troubled."
 
Notice he wasn't saying there isn't reason to be troubled. But what he was saying is there is greater reason not to be.
 
Life is indeed filled with trouble. The Bible says, "Man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward" (Job 5:7). There are troubles we face every day. We have health troubles, family troubles, boyfriend or girlfriend troubles and financial troubles. Everyone has trouble in life.
 
Disappointment is a type of trouble. We are disappointed with ourselves because we aren't always what we want to be. We want to be strong, but we are weak. We want to be courageous, but we are afraid. We want to be successful, but we experience many failures.
 
Circumstances can be a source of trouble, too. Maybe it's the loss of a job, friction in the family, or some other difficulty.
 
Jesus was saying there are troubles in the world. But he also was saying not to be agitated and stressed out and thrown into confusion. Why?
 
First, we can trust him. Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me" (John 14:1). He was saying, "Believe in me. I have brought you this far, and I am not going to abandon you. I know what I am doing. Believe."
 
There are things that just don't make sense in life. A tragedy will strike, and we'll say, "Lord, why did you let this happen to me? What are you doing?"
 
When I don't understand what God is doing, I have to fall back on what I do understand. And what I do understand is that God loves me, and everything he does in my life is run through his plan and purpose for me. As I have often said, the word oops is not in God's vocabulary. There are no mistakes in the life of a child of God. I have to trust him.
 
Jesus was saying, "I am with you. Believe in God. Believe also in me."
 
Second, if you are a Christian, you are going to heaven. This is the hope that Christians have. The Bible says there is a place waiting for you in heaven. The Bible doesn't give us all that many descriptions of heaven. There are some, but they are difficult for us to grasp. The apostle Paul had the unique experience of dying, going to heaven and coming back again. All Paul would say about what he saw on the other side was, "I do know that I was caught up to paradise and heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in words, things no human is allowed to tell" (1 Corinthians 12:3-4 NLT).
 
To describe the glories of heaven to someone who has only known the limitations of Earth is not an easy thing to do. But know this much: It is going to be good. And it is waiting for everyone who has put their faith in Christ.
 
Third, Jesus is coming again. As we look at the turmoil in our world today and at the continuing conflict in the Middle East, we see Bible prophecy being fulfilled before our very eyes. Let me just bring one to your attention. The Bible predicted that the Jewish people would be scattered, but then would be reunited again and become a nation.
 
If you had said that back in 1930, people would have thought you were crazy. But on May 14, 1948, that prophecy became a reality. Against all odds, with enemies trying to kill them, the nation of Israel was established once again. It has been attacked many times and has survived. It has flourished. And today Israel is surrounded by hostile nations, exactly as the Bible also said it would be. So whenever you see conflict in that part of the world, pay attention.
 
Yes, we are living in frightening times. But the worst-case scenario is not dying. (We are all going to die eventually.) The worst-case scenario is dying without Jesus. That, and that alone, is the sum of all fears. That is why we want to make sure our lives are right and that we are prepared to meet God. Because we don't know when our lives will come to an end.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Spiritual Gifts ... Occupy Part 2 - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/spiritual-gifts/spiritual-gifts-occupy-part-2/ 
 
 
This entry is part 2 of 2 in the series Occupy Until I Come
 
(Note: If you haven't already done so, I suggest reading "Occupy Until I Come" as an introduction to this study.) - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/occupy-come/ 
 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines (1 Cor. 12:7,11).
 
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others faithfully, administering God's grace in it's various forms (1 Peter 4:10).
 
Most born again Christians have heard something about the gifts of the Spirit, but some things we've heard are not consistent with what the Bible teaches. The enemy must know what powerful tools these gifts are, because he has pulled out all the stops in his efforts to neutralize them. In some parts of the Church he has used false teaching to convince people the gifts are no longer being distributed, while in others he has used counterfeit manifestations to turn religious gatherings into circus sideshows. The result is a Church that has become what Paul said we'd be; a people having a form of godliness but denying its power.
 
The truth is we've all been given at least one Spiritual gift, so in this study we'll review what the Bible says about them and get some accurate information straight from the source.
 
What Are They?
 
Paul spoke about the gifts of the Spirit in his letters to the Romans, the Corinthians, and the Ephesians. He wrote 1 Corinthians first, and 1 Cor. 12:7-11 contains his first description of gifts that the Holy Spirit distributes to believers as He determines, for the common good of the Church. In these four verses he listed nine gifts.
 
Wisdom ... The application of Biblical truth to everyday life situations
 
Knowledge ... the ability to understand the deep things of God and the mysteries of His Word.
 
Faith ... the ability to believe in the power of God to provide without limit
 
Healing ... applying God's power to cure human ailments through prayer
 
Miraculous powers ... performing supernatural acts in the power of God
 
Prophecy ... declaring God's purpose by foretelling future events
 
Discernment ... intuitively understanding whether something is from God or not.
 
Tongues ... speaking a human language one has not learned
 
Interpretation of tongues ... translating a human language one has not learne
 
 
In 1 Cor. 12:28 Paul repeated some from the first list and added some others.
 

 
Apostle ... one who has been sent forth with orders, a delegate
 
Prophet ... one who can foretell future events pertaining to the Kingdom of God
 
Teacher ... one who teaches concerning the things of God and the duties of man
 
Miracle worker ... one who can manifest God's supernatural power to accomplish the impossible
 
Healing ... one who can heal diseases, ailments, etc. through prayer
 
Helps ... one who skillfully renders support or assistance to those in ministry
 
Administration ... one who can organize and steer others toward the achievement of goals
 
Tongues ... one who can speak a human language he or she has not learned
 

 
Romans 12:6-8 includes a list of 7 gifts, and again there are some duplicates.
 

 
Prophecy ... declaring God's purpose by foretelling future events
 
Service ... ministering to the needs of others
 
Teaching ... providing instruction concerning the things of God, and the duties of man
 
Encouraging ... offering exhortation, encouragement, or consolation
 
Giving ... offering material support to those in need
 
Leadership ... presiding over something, as a protector or guardian
 
Mercy ... caring for the sick or afflicted
 

 
And in Ephesians 4:11 5 gifts are listed, most of them duplicates from the other lists.
 

 
Apostle ... one who has been sent forth with orders, a delegate
 
Prophet ... one who can foretell future events pertaining to the Kingdom of God
 
Evangelist ... one who brings the good news of the gospel
 
Pastor ... a shepherd, one to whose care others have committed themselves
 
Teacher ... one who teaches concerning the things of God, and the duties of man
 

 
From various other passages we find the following additional gifts identified.
 

 
Celibacy (1 Cor. 7:7-8) ... the ability to abstain from sexual relations
 
Hospitality (1 Peter 4:9-10) ... cheerfully providing comfort and sustenance to guests
 
Martyrdom (1 Cor. 13:3) ... surrendering one's life for the faith
 
Missionary (Ephes. 3:6-8) ... going among the unsaved, sharing the good news
 
Voluntary poverty (1 Cor. 13:3) ... living at the minimum sustainable level to help the poor
 

 
Since these are all gifts from the Holy Spirit, it's important to apply a supernatural component to their descriptions. Exercising our gifts for His purpose will result in performance that exceeds normal human capability in a way that's obvious to others. Whether it's teaching, caring for the sick, making others feel comfortable, or seeing to it that things run smoothly, the power of the Holy Spirit will be an obvious enhancement to our capabilities, producing an outcome that exceeds normal expectations.
 

 
Why Are We Given Them?
 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it (1 Cor. 12:27).
 
In 1 Cor. 12:12-27 Paul compared the Church to a human body. He said a human body has many parts, each one of which has a unique purpose. The body needs all of its parts to achieve their purpose in order for it to function properly. If it had too many of one part or was missing some others it wouldn't work the way it's supposed to.
 
The Church is a Spiritual body, the body of Christ. It also has many parts and needs them all to achieve their purpose in order for it to function properly. We are the parts in the body of Christ. Each of us has a unique purpose. Since the Church is a Spiritual body, the Lord has given us Spiritual gifts which empower us to achieve our purpose so the Church can function properly.
 
Who Gets What?
 
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines (1 Cor. 12:11).
 
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will (Hebrews 2:3-4).
 
Paul said the Holy Spirit distributes His gifts to each believer by His own determination, and the writer of Hebrews confirmed it. But Paul also said we should eagerly desire the greater gifts (1 Cor. 12:31) and specifically mentioned the gift of prophecy (1 Cor. 14:1). Obviously, it wouldn't make sense for everyone to have the same gift, but Paul didn't say anything about us being limited to just one.
 
From their descriptions, you can see that many of the gifts have a secular application as well as a spiritual one. In fact one of the clues to pursue in discovering your gift is to look at what things on these lists you like doing most or are really good at. You could be catching a glimpse of your Spiritual gift. If so, putting it to work for the Lord will add the power of the Holy Spirit to something you're already good at.
 
The Holy Spirit does not gift us in areas where we have no aptitude or interest, so whether we're working to earn a living or working for the Lord, we will be more productive and more fulfilled when our responsibilities fall within the area of our gift. And when we're applying our gift to His work it will often seem like our natural aptitudes and interests are being enhanced to a supernatural level.
 
It's important to remember that like our salvation, our gift is something we don't deserve and didn't earn. Whatever we accomplish with it is the Lord's doing not ours. Paul's advice that we should eagerly desire the greater gifts (1 Cor. 12:31) cannot be taken solely for the purpose of drawing attention to, or elevating ourselves, but must be in pursuit of the purpose for which they are intended, the proper functioning of the body of Christ, to His glory.
 
Does The Holy Spirit Still Do That?
 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears (1 Cor. 13:8-10).
 
Today, some parts of the church teach that the gifts of the Spirit were withdrawn after the time of the Apostolic Church, using the passage above as their justification. In my opinion this an incorrect position, based on a misinterpretation of the passage.
 
Those who deny the gifts are still being given say that 1 Cor. 13:8-10 refers to the completion of the New Testament canon. They say the gifts were for the time when the Church didn't have the completed word of God and the apostles had to rely on their Spiritual gifts to build the Church.
 
But Paul went on to say that now we see only a poor reflection, then we shall see face to face. Now we know in part, then we shall know fully even as we are fully known (1 Cor. 13:12). The first time this statement will be true is just after the rapture when we'll be standing before the Lord in our perfected bodies. That's the time when John said we'll be like the Lord for we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3:2). That's when perfection will come and, since we'll no longer need them, that's when the gifts will cease.
 
Think about it. How many of us, having the complete New Testament in our hands, have seen the Lord face to face, and know everything about His plan for man, just as He knows everything about us? Insisting the gifts have ceased is a position without merit, and strangely enough was never heard in the Church before the early 1900's just as the Pentecostal movement was being born and the gifts of the Spirit were re-emerging.
 
How Can I Discover My Gift?
 
Recently a visitor to the site asked, "Why do we have to discover what our Spiritual gift is? Why doesn't God just tell us?"
 
Earlier I said that one of the clues to pursue in discovering your gift is to look at what you like doing the most or are really good at. We've also seen that God had the New Testament writers include a list of Spiritual gifts in the Bible. So if you compare the list of gifts with a list of things you are really good at or enjoy doing, you'll have a clue as to what your Spiritual gift might be. So in that sense, God has given you some direction.
 
But the real path to discovery lies in Romans 12:1-2.
 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-this is your true and proper worship.
 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will.
 
Once we abandon the spiritually bankrupt ways of the world and turn toward God, He initiates a renewal process in our minds, opening them up to His way, and helping us see what He really wants for us.
 
This doesn't require a radical shift in our current circumstances, just in our perspective. God will meet us right where we are. He knows we have responsibilities and obligations, but He never intended for us to be one kind of person six days a week and another kind on the seventh. In other words, He knows we're in the world, He just doesn't want us to be of the world. He hates to see us locked up in a prison of our own making, pursuing our empty dreams, when He's standing right beside us holding the keys to real freedom and fulfillment.
 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving (Colossians 3:23-24).
 
Simply by changing our perspective about who we're really working for, we can begin to see ways to serve Him no matter where we are. As we turn toward Him, He will turn toward us (James 4:8) and begin to show us all the wonderful things He wants for us, including the special gift He's given us to help us along the way.
 
It's no coincidence that Paul's list of Spiritual gifts in Romans 12 immediately follows His admonition to offer ourselves as living sacrifices. The gifts are given for a purpose and until we're ready to achieve that purpose we really have no need for them. That's why He doesn't just tell us what they are.
 
If you are a born again believer you have at least one Spiritual gift.  Now you have a better understanding of what the Spiritual gifts are, and if you don't already know what yours is, you have a way to discover it as well. That's what the Bible says.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
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