		

			



				Date 3/17/16













		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopBarLeft.png]
				[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopShadowLeft.png]
		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopShadowRight.png]









	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopBarRight.png]




		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB1.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB2.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB3.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB4.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB5.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB6.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB7.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB8.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB9.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB10.png]
				  
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/de60e3da-e80a-40d3-abc3-55ba4d9712bc.jpg]




			[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Palestinians welcome Paris peace bid as 'timely, realistic'
1. Japan backs France's peace initiative
1. US, Germany, France criticize Israel's 'land grab' near Jericho
1. EU interested in buying Israeli natural gas
1. Head of Israel Allies Caucus in Congress applauds Arizona's anti-BDS law
1. Israel launches first ever video distress call service
1. Israeli stabbed in terror attack near Ariel, two terrorists shot dead
1. Palestinian shot dead in West Bank was Hamas fighter: party
1. 'PA will never allow IDF to conduct hot pursuits after terrorists into Area A of West Bank' 
1. Putin meets Rivlin at Kremlin amid Russia's Syria disengagement
1. Israel fears Russia's pullout from Syria will leave dangerous void
1. Putin tells Rivlin: I'll meet with Netanyahu on security issues
1. Israel won't allow Iran, Hezbollah on Syrian border, Rivlin tells Putin
1. Rivlin lobbies Putin for help in redeploying UN peacekeepers on Golan 
1. New Plan Hatched to Relocate Residents of Israel's Northern Border Communities During Next War With Hezbollah
1. Israel Defense Forces General Warns Hamas, ISIS Formed Alliance in Egypt
1. Senior IS commander dies of wounds from US strike in Syria
1. ISIS Recruits Child Jihadis After Suffering Losses From US Airstrikes
1. State Dept. to miss deadline for ISIS 'genocide' declaration
1. Brussels shooting: ISIS flag, ammo found in raid tied to Paris attacks
1. 2 Female Suicide Bombers Attack Mosque Near Maiduguri, Nigeria, Killing Over 20
1. EU leaders meet to offer migrant deal to Turkey
1. Turkey deports British academic accused of terror propaganda
1. Turkey's Erdogan pushes parliament to make praise of violent acts a 'terror crime'
1. US President Obama nominates Judge Merrick Garland
1. Russia says registers 10 ceasefire violations in Syria in 24 hours
1. Russia supplied weapons to Iraqi Kurds
1. Syrian Kurds say they'll declare federal region in Syria
1. Four arrested for planning attack in Paris
1. Germany bans neo-Nazi group, carries out sweeping raids
1. Obama slaps new sanctions on North Korea after tests
1. White house says North Korea seeks to use US citizens as pawns
1. General says Army at high risk in war against China, Russia 
1. China, Russia Planning Space Attacks on U.S. Satellites
1. Australian minister says Trump phenomenon 'terrifying' 
1. RNC weighs scrapping convention rule book to head off anti-Trump maneuvers
1. We choose the nominee, not the voters: Senior GOP official
1. Donald Trump on brokered convention: 'I think you'd have riots' 
1. Brett Decker: 'Riot Inside the Convention Hall Would Be Bigger Than Outside on the Streets' if GOP Steals Nomination from Donald Trump
1. Anti-Trump Groups Threaten 'Largest Civil Disobedience Action of the Century'
1. John Boehner backs Paul Ryan for president, calls Ted Cruz 'Lucifer'
1. Soros, alarmed by Trump, pours money into 2016 race
1. KKK grand dragon endorses Hillary Clinton for president
1. Obama nominates Jewish Judge Merrick Garland to Supreme Court
1. Obama's choice of popular centrist Merrick Garland for Supreme Court puts GOP to the test
1. McConnell: Senate won't consider Garland nomination
1. GOP Supreme Court blockade showing early cracks
1. GOP Senators Say They Will Meet with Obama SCOTUS Pick
1. Top Senate Republican says Obama chose to 'politicize' Supreme Court nomination
1. As appellate judge, Garland viewed as friend of government regulators
1. Merrick Garland has 'very liberal view of gun rights'
1. Planned Parenthood CEO Cecile Richards Spotted at White House After Merrick Garland Nomination
1. Religious liberty bill passes Georgia state legislature
1. Georgia's "religious liberty law" stirs backlash from business
1. Foreign governments dump U.S. debt at record rate
1. Fed Scales Back Rate-Rise Forecasts as Global Risks Remain 
1. Venezuela to Shut Down for a Week to Cope With Electricity Crisis 
1. Comet P/2016 BA14 to Make Historic Flyby of Earth
1. Closest comet in 246 years approaches
1. 5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Sarangani, Philippines
1. 5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Sarangani, Philippines
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Bristol Island, South Sandwich Islands
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits West of Macquarie Island
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 18,000ft
1. Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 18,000ft
1. Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
1. US marijuana industry may reach $44 billion by 2020 - report 
1. Dog owners warned about new tick disease
1. Fossil of pregnant T. rex could contain DNA
1. Companies Want to Replicate Your Dead Loved Ones With Robot Clones
1. A New Weapon for Battling Cellphones in Theaters: Laser Beams
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: WARNING: Mockers in the Last Days 
1. Israel won't allow Iran, Hezbollah on Syrian border, Rivlin tells Putin 
1. The NOW Prophecies 
1. Watchman Warning: Israel & The Front Runners  
1. Apostasy in the Christian church 
1. Dabbling in the Demonic 
1. Daily Jot: Passive Christianity threatens a free society 
1. Daily Devotion: Wholehearted Devotion 
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WARNING: Mockers in the Last Days - John McTernan - http://www.defendproclaimthefaith.org/mockers_last_days.html
 
I recently noticed a tremendous increase in mockers and scoffers that attack my ministry. It is not only my ministry, but the mockers are attacking Christianity and the Bible in general. In the past a very small percentage of the population were atheists, agnostics and others who would attack the authority of the Bible. But in the last few years, there has been an explosion of rejecting the Bible to the degree that about 20 percent of the population fall into the category and increasing all the time. This rejection is not passive but militant and aggressive. The spirit behind this rejection reminds me of the spirit of the French Revolution. This is serious rebellion against the Bible.
 
What was so significant to me about the mocking was the power of it. There seemed to be a vicious, disarming spiritual power associated with the mockers. It seemed impossible to cut through this mocking spirit to defend and proclaim the faith. In a sense, the mocking felt overpowering, which greatly alarmed me, as I never had encountered this power before. It is the rise of the spirit of antichrist preparing the way for the "man of sin".
 
Because of the effect of this mocking power, I studied the Bible to find out what is so significant about mocking and this dangerous evil power it was generating. I was stunned with what I found. The spiritual implications for both the mockers and America are frightening.
 
On two occasions the Bible warns that the closer the coming of the Lord Jesus, the greater the mockers/scoffers will become. These verses are found in 2 Peter 3 and Jude, and what is so significant is both verses stress that the prophets and apostles warned about the mockers! Apparently the mockers are a sure indicator that the "last time" or Day of the LORD is near. It is going to be a powerful force as the Lord's Second Coming draws near. The driving force of the mockers is sinful lusts! Sin has taken over and controls a person, and this is the power behind the mockers!
 
Notice one of the main focuses of mockers is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
 
2 Peter 3:2-4 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? 
 
Jude adds something very important about the mockers. They are completely given over to sin and are without the Spirit of the Lord in their life; therefore, they are reprobates with a mind that is at war with God. Their mind is void of anything connected with God.
 
Jude 1:17-19 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.  These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.
 
The ultimate mocking was found when Jesus Christ was in the hands of evil men and He was dying on the cross. This mocking was satan using men to directly attack the Lord Jesus and it was with an all-out mocking attack! You will notice when reading these verses that the mocking involved action. As they were torturing the Lord, they were also mocking Him. This was an all-out brutal attack by satan to try and break the Lord. The full hatred of satan was being unleashed against the Lord, and at the heart of it was mocking! Mocking is one of satan's most powerful tools against believers.
 
Matthew 27:29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
 
 Matthew 27:31 And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. Mark 15:31Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save.
 
 Luke 22:63 And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.
 
 Luke 23:11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. Luke 23:36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,
 
Mockers are the Seal of God's Coming Judgment
 
There are two criteria for a society to fulfill which seals its destruction from God. The first is to legalize iniquity while the second is to mock God and those that warn of the coming judgment for sin. God clearly lays out in the Bible what are the conditions for triggering His righteous judgment on a nation. America is now almost completed these requirements and is ready for judgment. A judgment from which there is NO remedy.
 
The First Criteria:
 
The Ordinances of the Amorites/Americans
 
Genesis 15:16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.
 
God told Abraham that his descendants were going to leave the land of Canaan for 400 years because the iniquity of the people living in the land was not complete. There is a process for a society to be engulfed by iniquity. In the case of the Amorites/Canaanites, God gave these people 400 years to stop iniquity. God knew that after 400 years the iniquity of the people would reach its peak. The people would not turn from sin, but they would completely embrace it.
 
When studying Genesis 15:16 there is a key word in this verse. It is the Hebrew word translated full. This word is directly connected with the idea of friendly or friendship. The concept of this word is that when a society is friendly with iniquity at that point it is subject to judgment from God. Iniquity is no longer shameful or a disgraceful. It is not hidden or done in the dark. The people are friendly with it. They are accustomed to it. In Genesis 15:16, the Bible does not define iniquity: it simply states that there is a time for it to mature in a society and become full.
 
After the 400 years, the Jews left Egypt and came back to the land of Canaan. Today it is called the land of Israel. At this time, the Bible identifies what is iniquity. In Leviticus 18, God warned the Jews not to follow the ordinances of the Canaanites who lived in the land. The Canaanites and Amorites blended into one people; therefore it is also the ordinances of the Amorites that are mentioned in Genesis 15:16.
 
Leviticus 18:3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.
 
In the above verse, the key word is ordinances. The Hebrew word means an enactment and is also translated custom, manner, and statute. By using the word ordinance the Bible is describing a society that is "friendly" with iniquity. Iniquity had become ingrained in the Canaanite society by both customs and laws, which made it a way of life. For this reason, God is about to judge the Canaanites and drive them off the land. The judgment comes because iniquity is an ordinance of the society and not because individuals are committing sin. When a society makes iniquity an ordinance, this is extremely serious with God. It is a trigger and the first requirement for judgment. 
 
Later in Leviticus chapter 18, the Bible defines iniquity. It includes such acts as: fornication, adultery, child sacrifice, homosexuality and bestiality. Homosexuality is singled out from this group and described as an abomination. Without any doubt, God strongly condemns the homosexual act as iniquity. There is no section in the Old Testament where God approves or condones homosexuality. The homosexual act is a very serious offense to God. It is linked with child sacrifice and bestiality. When homosexuality becomes an ordinance, it is a leading trigger for God's judgment.
 
The Scriptures to show this follow:
 
Leviticus 18:20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with her. (Adultery)
 (21) And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. (Child sacrifice)
 (22) Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.(Homosexuality)
 (23) Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion. (Bestiality)
 
The Bible warns that when homosexuality becomes an ordinance, social custom or norm, it will bring God's judgment on that nation. When the Bible defines iniquity, the homosexual act would automatically fall under the description of this word. In the strongest language possible, the Bible says, because of iniquity being made an ordinance, the land will vomit out its inhabitants. The Scriptures to show this follows:
 
Leviticus 18:24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you:
 
 (25) And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.
 (26) Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you:
 (27) (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is defiled;)
 
The United States now is enacting, by both customs and laws, the Ordinances of the Amorites; therefore the nation is defiled before the holy God of Israel and faces His judgment. By promoting homosexuality, America has become like the ancient pagan Amorites and has now come under the direct judgment of God. America promotes homosexuality by custom with events such as Gay Pride Day, Gay Awareness Month (June), Gay day at Disney land, Gay Day at sporting events and events like Southern Decadence in New Orleans. There are gay clubs in high school and colleges. The political parties are pandering to the homosexuals for their votes. By custom, homosexuality has woven into the fabric of America. It is an ordinance.
 
America is continually making ordinances to advance the homosexual agenda. They can legally "marry" in California, Massachusetts, and many other states. Homosexuals are now able to adopt children and gain custody of children during a divorce. There are now numerous hate speech laws which are being used to silence opposition to the homosexual agenda. Both federal and state courts are declaring that homosexuality is a "right". America is a long way down the road to enacting all the Ordinances of the Amorites.
 
The Bible warns of God judging a nation that enacts these ordinances. When the corporate attitude of a nation is friendly toward homosexuality then at this point the iniquity is full. It is apparent that "the cup" of America's sin is rapidly filling up. Americans hardly blush anymore at fornication and adultery. The nation kills over one million babies a year with up to 55 million killed "legally" since 1973. The legalizing of abortion was an additional "Ordinance of the Amorites/Americans". Homosexuality is fast becoming a constitutional right.
 
The only ordinance left to fulfill Leviticus 18 is bestiality. This sin is most likely being performed "under the radar" and is probably next on-line to become an ordinance. Please do not think that this is impossible as just 15 years ago few thought that "homosexual marriage" would be legalized was thought impossible. This ordinance came very fast and swept across the nation in a few years.
 
Psalm 107:33,34 He turneth rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground; a fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein.
 
The Second Criteria:
 
Mockers and Scoffers at the Warning of the Coming Judgment
 
God is merciful and always warns before judging a nation. At God's core He is holy, and His holiness will only allow a nation to go so far with iniquity. This is what happened to the Canaanites, as they enacted all the Ordinances of the Amorites and would not repent of these sins. Remember, that God is merciful and judges a nation only as the last resort. He desires for people to repent of their sinful ordinances and turn to Him for forgiveness.
 
Ezekiel 33:11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
 
The last act before God judges a nation is that He warns of the coming destruction. This is seen in what happened with ancient Israel before it was destroyed by the Babylonians in 600 BC. The destruction was complete as the nation was destroyed with only a very small remnant of the people surviving. Jerusalem was burned along with the the magnificent temple. The religious system of worship was stopped and the kingdom was taken away. God warned this was going to happen, but the people wanted to live in the Ordinances or Amorites.
 
The religious and political leaders were leading the people into the iniquity! There were practicing all the Ordinances of the Amorites and had no intention of repenting.
 
2 Chronicles 36:14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.
 
The Babylonians were on the way to destroy Israel, but God moved in one last effort of compassion toward the people. He sent final messengers to warn the people of the imminent destruction. They refused to repent and mocked the warning messengers of the Lord and also they despised His words. Their mocking was the final trigger for judgment. The Bible states that God reacted to the mocking with wrath and it sealed the judgment with NO remedy.
 
The combination of the Ordinances of the Amorites and the mocking sealed their destruction. The last act before judgment is that the people are so hardened in sin, they mock God, His word, and those that warn of the impending doom.
 
2 Chronicles 36:15-16 And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes (early), and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy
 
God warns that mockers will make their bands of judgment or chastisement much stronger. He will not allow mockers to get away with their arrogance.
 
Isaiah 28:22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.
 
The Swift Judgment
 
Once God sends His last warning and the people mock, the judgment is very swift with no way to stop it. There is no remedy, and the people are sealed into the destruction. When the mockers take over, the destruction SUDDENLY hits.
 
Proverbs 6:15 Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.
 
Proverbs 29:1 He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.
 
How to Handle Mockers
 
Proverbs 14:9 Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour.
 
The Bible clearly states that the power behind mockers is their sinful lusts. Mockers will protect their lusts at all costs. The Bible then identifies mockers as fools. It is the fool's mouth which sets his destruction and a snare to the soul. The mocking then seals them into judgment.
 
Proverbs 18:7 A fool's mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.Proverbs 23:9 Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of thy words.
 
If you understand that mockers and scoffers are fools then it easy to deal with them. It is best not to engage a fool.
 
I will not engage a mocker at his level as it is folly. There is great power in mocking as it is energized by hell. What I think is best to do is not to engage a mocker or proclaim judgment and repentance to them. I will proclaim warnings from the word of God to the mockers and go no further.
 
America's Future
 
The nation is NOW very hardened in the Ordinances of the Amorites with no sign of turning back to the Holy God of Israel. Most of the church has lost the fear of God and thus cannot see the judgment coming. The key now is to watch the growth of mockers. Atheists were a very small percentage of the population, but in the last 10 years the percentage has shot up to over 20 percent. As they grow in numbers, they also grow in power which energizes their mocking.
 
At the speed America is free-falling spiritually, in a very short time the mocking will be at the level of the final judgment. It is very sad to watch America die like this, But, when a nation turns from God to the Ordinances of Amorites, judgment awaits and there is no remedy.
 
Our job is to stay a faithful witness for the Lord to the end. We are to stay focused on the coming of the Lord Jesus for His bride. This is the Blessed Hope.
 
Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
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Israel won't allow Iran, Hezbollah on Syrian border, Rivlin tells Putin - http://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-wont-allow-iran-hezbollah-on-syrian-border-rivlin-tells-putin/
 
Israeli president tells Russian counterpart enemies' presence in Golan Heights is a red line, backs return of UN peacekeepers
 
Israel will not allow Iran and Hezbollah to establish a foothold on the Syrian side of the Golan Heights, President Reuven Rivlin told his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin Wednesday night at a meeting in Moscow. 
 
According to Channel 2 news, the Israeli head of state conveyed the message from Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that the presence of such Israeli enemies along the chaotic Syrian border was a red line for the Jewish state.
 
Rivlin also reportedly told Putin Israel was interested in United Nations peacekeepers resuming their mission along the border between the nations, which was largely abandoned as the Syrian civil war spiraled out of control.
 
The two also discussed Russia's troop pullout from Syria and continued coordination between Jerusalem and Moscow regarding military activities along the Syrian front.
 
The meeting was described as a positive one.
 
"Russia's interests in Syria are clear to us," an unnamed top Israeli official told Haaretz. "President Putin spoke of his wishes and plans clearly and president Rivlin will pass them on to the prime minister."
 
Channel 2 reported that Rivlin left the meeting encouraged. He then made phone calls to Netanyahu, Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon and IDF Chief of Staff Gadi Eisenkot.
 
Putin said Netanyahu would also visit soon for regional security and trade talks.
 
Putin said Russia and Israel "have a large number of questions to discuss linked with the development of bilateral trade and economic relations and questions of the region's security," according to Russian reports. "I hope that we'll be able to discuss them in the short run with the Israeli prime minister with whom we have made arrangements for a meeting," he added.
 
Regarding a future Putin-Netanyahu confab, an Israeli official told The Times of Israel that "over the last few months we had regular contact with the Russians at the highest level, and that will continue." The official assumed that there will be a meeting sometime soon.
 
Rivlin was the first foreign leader to meet with Putin since news of Russia's surprise pullout from Syria, announced Monday.
 
The two leaders hailed ties between Russia and Israel in a joint press conference ahead of their meeting.
 
"The ties between our countries are based on friendship and mutual understanding," Putin said. "We spoke on a variety of issues during our meeting, and we also spoke by phone with the prime minister and agreed to revisit these topics again."
 
Putin noted Israel's sizable Russian minority, and hailed the growing tourism between the two countries.
 
In his remarks, Rivlin told Putin the Jews would never forget how Russia saved them in World War II, adding that "many Holocaust survivors all over the world remember being liberated by the Red Army."
 
"Today, we also both face terror and fundamentalism," Rivlin said, and urged greater bilateral cooperation between the two countries in various areas.
 
On Tuesday, Rivlin said he intended to discuss the implications of Russia's sudden military disengagement from the Syrian civil war.
 
"We want Iran and Hezbollah not to emerge strengthened from this entire process," Rivlin told reporters during the flight to Russia on Tuesday. "Everybody agrees that the Islamic State organization is a danger to the entire world, but Shiite Iranian fundamentalist Islam is for us just as dangerous."
 
A senior Israeli official said on Tuesday that while Israel understands Russia's interests in the region, it had yet to fully account for Putin's surprise partial pullout from Syria.
 
Israel has also been anxiously watching reports that Moscow is about to deliver sophisticated S-300 missile defense batteries to Tehran.
 
During Rivlin's two-day trip to Russia, which coincides with the 25th anniversary of the restoration of diplomatic ties between the two countries, the president will also meet with the local Jewish community and visit Russian and Jewish cultural sites.
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The NOW Prophecies - by Bill Salus - http://raptureready.com/terry/book30.html
 
Book Review by Terry James
   
Bill Salus sat to my right first time we met at the dinner table, best I remember. It was during the time of the Christian Book Sellers Association (CBA) Convention held at Orlando, Fla quite a few summers ago. 
 
Bill's enthusiasm for the Lord's work and for his first book riveted my attention. Yet, it was with quiet, humble demeanor that he explained his God-directed desire to get into ministry full-time after a dynamic career in business. And, did he ever!
 
The author of The NOW Prophecies has, since that dinner meeting in the Peabody Hotel restaurant, demonstrated book after book, media interview after interview and convention presentation after presentation that the Lord's hand is indeed upon him and his ministry efforts. 
 
 Once I would have looked with eyebrow raised in skepticism at someone who says the title of his book was inspired by a dream given him by the God of heaven, followed by a strange, early-morning phone call. But, that was before I was awakened by such a dream many years ago with a similar nudge and years later by a heavenly vision when my heart stopped on three separate occasions on Good Friday of April 22, 2011. -A story some who read this review might remember my relating.
 
That God is getting His end times alert out through Bill Salus's work, I have no doubt. Bill's faithfulness to carry out the commission from on high is amazing and intriguing to witness. Even more, it is comforting. The Lord is telling the world to get ready. Now, the time of fulfillment of His prophetic truth is at hand.
 
The NOW Prophecies  is the latest of the author's piercing examinations of things to come. Like with his other books, the reader is introduced to deeper aspects and meanings of specific prophecies than explored and unveiled by previous work.
 
Salus views Bible prophecies through a unique perspective, breaking them down into three categories. Those are 1) Now prophecies; 2) Next prophecies;  and 3) Last prophecies.
 
His new book is so in-depth in examination of what he calls the NOW prophecies that the space given for matters involved in this review inhibits going into what he calls the Next and Last prophecies. These will no doubt be covered to the same, in-depth extent in Bill's subsequent work. As a matter of fact, his delving into those things yet to come are covered in a number of his excellent volumes already on the market. The latter two categories involve, basically, foretelling's of things to come following the rapture of the church.
 
So, what are the NOW prophecies?
 
The author defines them as being those prophecies that have been manifesting since 1948 and the rebirth of Israel into modernity. They continue to unfold and will do so until the Gog-Magog prophecy of Ezekiel 38, scheduled sometime in the near future. He lists each of these NOW prophecies as follows. 
 
· Disaster in Iran - (Jeremiah 49:34-39),
·  Destruction of Damascus - (Isaiah 17, Jer. 49:23-27),
·  Toppling of Jordan - (Jer. 49:1-6, Zephaniah 2:8-10, Ezekiel 25:14),
·  Terrorization of Egypt - (Isaiah 19:1-18),
·  Final Arab-Israeli War- (Psalm 83),
·  Decline of America (Ezekiel 38:13), (America is identified as the young lions of Tarshish)
·  Expansion of Israel - (Obadiah 1:19-20, Jer. 49:2, Zephaniah 2:9, Isaiah 19:18),
·  Vanishing of the Christians - (1 Corinthians 15:51-52, 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18)
 
Bill Salus has a phenomenal grasp of things scheduled on God's time line. Although I don't agree in every minute detail with the author's view of Bible prophecy-we all have our own nuances of thought in these matters-I must none-the-less say that his "take" on Bible prophecy is, I'm convinced, God-influenced and thoroughly backed with scripture.
 
I'm a big fan of Bill Salus. This book certainly adds to that admiration of his excellent work. You will want The NOW Prophecies. It will open your understanding to what to expect in the days just ahead, from heaven's perspective.
 
The NOW Prophecies
 
Author: Bill Salus
 
Publisher: Prophecy Depot Publishing 
 
ISBN: - 978-0-9887260-7-9
 
Pages (240)
 
To order The NOW Prophecies, go to:  www.prophecydepot.com 
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Watchman Warning: Israel & The Front Runners - By Hal Lindsey - http://www.hallindsey.com/ww-3-16-2016/
 
Part Two: Donald Trump
  
Last week we looked at Democratic frontrunner Hillary Rodham Clinton's relationship with the nation of Israel.  This week we look at the Republican frontrunner, Donald Trump.
  
Though not a traditional politician, Mr. Trump has amazing political skills.  That can be good or bad.  He has the ability to talk at length on a subject, and say far less than he seems to have said.  That's good in that, if elected, it gives him flexibility.  But it can leave voters scratching their heads wondering where he actually stands.  
  
Israel makes a good case in point.  At the February 25th CNN Republican debate in Houston, Wolf Blitzer quoted Mr. Trump regarding peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.  "Let me be sort of a neutral guy.  I don't want to say whose fault it is.  I don't think it helps."
  
Blitzer then asked the logical follow-up.  "How do you remain neutral when the U.S. considers Israel to be America's closest ally in the Middle East?"
  
The real estate tycoon answered by criticizing the Obama Administration's treatment of the Jewish State.  He said President Obama treats Israel "horribly."  He then talked about being Grand Marshall of New York's "Israeli Day Parade."  He added that he once received the "Tree of Life Award" from Israel.
  
Finally he came to the point.  "As president, however, there's nothing that I would rather do [than] to bring peace to Israel and its neighbors generally.  And I think it serves no purpose to say that you have a good guy and a bad guy.  Now, I may not be successful in doing it.  It's probably the toughest negotiation anywhere in the world of any kind.  OK?  But it doesn't help if I start saying, 'I am very pro-Israel, very pro, more than anybody on this stage.' But it doesn't do any good to start demeaning the neighbors, because I would love to do something with regard to negotiating peace, finally, for Israel and for their neighbors.  And I can't do that as well - as a negotiator, I cannot do that as well if I'm taking big, big sides.  With that being said, I am totally pro-Israel."
  
You have to wonder how he can be "very pro-Israel" and "totally pro-Israel," yet remain neutral between Israel and the Palestinians.  The Palestinians contend that Israel is guilty of war crimes.  Is he neutral on the question?  Shouldn't the United States speak up on Israel's behalf?  Can a reasonable person be neutral about Hamas building tunnels that put bombs under Israeli pre-schools?
  
Will it help the cause of peace to pretend that the joint Fatah/Hamas government is not evil to the core?  Their leaders take for themselves money that has been given by countries and charities in order to help Palestine's poor.  The leaders lead lavish lifestyles while the poor people who should be getting the help sink deeper into poverty.
  
The cause of peace is better served by honesty than by a false neutrality.  When Ronald Reagan called the Soviet Union "the evil empire," liberal critics fell all over themselves.  But after the fall of the Soviet Union, we learned that for thousands of influential Russians this criticism brought them to their senses.  Instead of politically correct bromides feigning a moral equivalence between the USSR and the USA, Reagan spoke the truth.  Critics accused him of endangering the peace.  But he was actually building peace on the foundation of truth.
  
How can Donald Trump be "totally pro-Israel" and at the same time be neutral on Israel?  How can a moral person take a neutral position between a terrorist government and a responsible, civilized democracy?  When asked to choose between good and evil, choosing neutrality can itself be a form of evil.
  
In Trump's favor, he alone of all the candidates seems best able to recognize the inherent danger of Islam.  In a CNN interview, he said, "I think Islam hates us.  There's something there that - there's a tremendous hatred there.  There's a tremendous hatred.  We have to get to the bottom of it.  There's an unbelievable hatred of us."
  
He's taken a lot of heat for this statement, but refuses to back down.  However, while he recognizes Islam's danger to America, he refuses to apply this knowledge to Israel.  Like so many American politicians, he forgets that the Palestinian Authority governs jointly with Hamas.
  
Like ISIS, Hamas is a radical Islamic terror group.  Even the European Union has designated Hamas as a terrorist organization.  Until Palestinians choose leaders who want peace, no American president should be "sort of a neutral guy" on the issue.  It's a matter of right and wrong; good and evil.
  
God has kept the Jews through thousands of years of satanic attempts to destroy them - from Hamon to Hitler to the Ayatollah.  He preserved them through holocausts, pogroms, ghettos, inquisitions, expulsions, and banishments.  He preserved them because He said He would.  He is not going to break His word now.  Their future will be difficult, but as a people they will survive - with the United States or without it.  God gave His word and nothing is more solid than that.
  
America's future is far less certain.  U.S. leaders have been distancing this nation from Israel in various ways for several years.  That's bad for Israel, but even worse for the United States.
  
Why?  Because God's promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:3 remains in effect.  "And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."  (NASB)
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NOW BOTH DVDs FOR ONLY $29.95


NOW SHIPPING!!!

MAGOG RISING

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.

The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War

 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVDS - CLICK HERE
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For every "Convergence" DVD that you purchase, you will receive a second one for FREE to out hand out or give away. For example, if you buy 5 DVDs, you will receive 10.

"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.


All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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Apostasy in the Christian church - by Matt Slick - https://carm.org/apostasy-christian-church
 
"Let no one in any way deceive you, for it [Jesus' return] will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction," (2 Thess. 2:3, NASB).
 
Apostasy means to fall away from the truth. Therefore, an apostate is someone who has once believed and then rejected the truth of God. Apostasy is a rebellion against God because it is a rebellion against truth. In the Old Testament, God warned the Jewish people about their idolatry and their lack of trust in Him. In the New Testament, the epistles warn us about not falling away from the truth. Apostasy is a very real and dangerous threat.
 
The verse at the top of the page tells us that there will be an apostasy that is associated with the appearance of the Antichrist. Most Christians are looking for the arrival of the Antichrist, but very few are looking for "the apostasy" that must come first. The arrival of the Antichrist cannot occur until sufficient apostasy has happened in the world. The Antichrist, who is the ultimate of liars, cannot abide in a world where the truth of God's Word is taught. This is why the Bible says that the apostasy will come first and then the Antichrist will be revealed.
 
Therefore, we must, as Christians, ask this question, "Is there an apostasy occurring in the Christian church today?" Some would say no and others yes. But, as we look for the arrival of the Antichrist, should we not also be looking for the arrival of apostasy? And where else should we first look but in our own house for the Bible tells us that judgment will begin in the house of the Lord (1 Peter 4:17).
 
If there is indeed an apostasy occurring in the Christian Church, we would not know it unless we first examined the Bible closely and then compared the present-day Church to the Word of God. It is only after a standard of truth is established that we would then have a measuring rod by which apostasy can be detected. Therefore, I propose the following list of Biblical truths as a sample of essential Christian and non-essential doctrines by which we might compare other teachings and phenomena. Note this is not absolute, and the nuances of several topics can be debated since not all will agree with the categorization of all points. Still, we need to use the Bible as our standard, and it gives us plenty of information by which we can know what the truth really is.
 
1.Primary Essentials (Nature and work of Christ)--Cannot deny and be Christian since they are explicitly stated as required in Scripture. 
1.Jesus is both God and man (John 1:1, 14, 8:24, Col. 2:9, 1 John 4:1-4).
2.Jesus rose from the dead physically (John 2:19-21).
3.Salvation is by grace through faith (Rom. 5:1, Eph. 2:8-9, Gal. 5:1-5).
4.The gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:1-4, Gal. 1:8-9).
5.There is only one God (Exodus 20:1-3, Isaiah 43:10, 44:6, 8)
 
2.Secondary Essentials--(Nature of God) Cannot deny and be Christian. 
1.God exists as a Trinity of persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (See Trinity)
2.Virgin Birth of Jesus--relates to incarnation of Christ as God and man.
 
3.Primary Non-Essentials (Bible, Church ordinances, and practice)--Denial does not void salvation yet principles are clearly taught in Scripture.  Denial suggests apostasy. 
1.Male eldership and pastorate (1 Tim. 2:12-13, 3:15, Titus 1:5-7).
2.Fidelity in marriage in heterosexual relationships (1 Cor. 6:9).
3.The condemnation of homosexuality (Rom. 1:26-27).
4.Inerrancy of Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16).
 
4.Secondary Non-Essentials--does not affect one's salvation relationship with God.  Debated within Christianity. Denial or acceptance does not suggest apostasy. 
1.Baptism for adults or infants.
2.Predestination, election, and free will.
3.Communion every week, monthly, or quarterly, etc.
4.Saturday or Sunday Worship.
5.Worship with or without instruments, traditional or contemporary.
6.Pre-tribulation rapture, mid-tribulation rapture, post-tribulation rapture.
7.Premillennialism, amillennialism, and postmillennialism.
8.Continuation or cessation of the charismatic gifts.
9.Etc.
 
Of course, the non-essentials are debatable (which unfortunately leads to denominational fragmentation). But by way of explanation, the Primary Essentials are those doctrines that the Bible states if they are denied, damnation follows. I have written on this in Essential Doctrines. For brevity, the Bible states that if you deny Jesus is God, you are dead in your sins (John 8:24, 58, cf. Exodus 3:14), if you deny Jesus' physical resurrection, your faith is in vain (1 Cor. 15:14, cf. John 2:19-21), if you add works to salvation, you are not in Christ (Gal. 3:1-3, 5:1-4) and that if you preach a gospel contrary to what the apostles preached, you are accursed (Gal. 1:8-9, cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-4). Therefore, to deny any of these doctrines, according to Scripture, is to be outside the camp of Christ and invited eternal damnation. This would obviously be apostasy.
 
The Secondary Essentials are essentials that further clarify orthodoxy, but there is no explicitly Scriptural statement regarding each (that I am aware of) which states that denying them results in damnation the way the Primary Essentials do. The Secondary Essentials deal primarily with the nature of God. The fact that there is one God who is a Trinity is clearly essential to Christian orthodoxy, but there is no Scriptural statement stating that to believe in the Trinity is necessary for salvation. However, that does not mean that denial of the Trinity is acceptable. A person can be saved without knowing about the Trinity. But, since the Trinity is a Biblical truth and the believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit who bears witness of truth, a true Christian will not openly denounce the Trinity once he has been taught it from Scripture. So, it could be said that the Secondary Essentials are essentials to the faith as well as the Primary Essentials are.
 
The Primary Non-Essentials are Biblical teachings that if denied do not affect one's salvation. But, because the Bible teaches them, denying them is a sign of apostasy. The Secondary Non-Essentials do not affect one's position with God, nor do they affirm or deny Biblical teaching since they are debatable. Having differing beliefs in these is not a sign of apostasy--just differences of opinion. Again, I am aware that the categorization of the non-essentials is debatable, but I must draw the line somewhere. Sadly, it is in Secondary non-essential doctrines that most denominational fragmentation occurs. This is a sad display that most division occurs over that which is least important. Furthermore, I believe that it is in the area of the Non-Essentials that apostasy can first be detected.
 
2 Thessalonians 2
 
As quoted above, there is a prophecy in 2 Thessalonians about a coming apostasy that is associated with the disclosure of the anti-Christ.
 
"Let no one in any way deceive you, for it [Jesus' return] will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction," (2 Thess. 2:3, NASB).
 
Have you been looking for the coming of the anti-Christ? Are you waiting for him to pop up on the world scene? If you are, are you also looking for the related apostasy? Most Christians are looking for the anti-Christ but are not looking for signs of apostasy.
 
The Bible is God's Word, and it tells us what is right and wrong. To the degree that anyone disagrees with the truths of God's Word, to that same degree they are falling away from it. What, then, might be some of the signs of apostasy? I've compiled a representative list of issues. You may or may not agree with all of these, but I provide them as food for thought.
 
1.Denial of basic Christian doctrines such as the Trinity, the deity of Christ, the deity of the Holy Spirit, salvation by grace, and moral absolutes as found in the Bible. 
1.God's Word is true. Deviation from the basics of its truth is surely apostasy.
 
2.Countless denominational divisions that contradict John 13:35 and 1 Cor. 1:10. 
1.Of course, there are bound to be divisions in the body of Christ and differences of opinions are permitted (Rom. 14:1-12). But, the amount of divisions in the Church is ridiculous and contrary to Col. 3:14.
 
3.Ordination of homosexuals.
1.Homosexuality is clearly condemned in God's Word (Lev. 18:22, 1 Cor. 6:9). To ordain homosexuals into ministry is clearly contrary to Biblical truth and clearly apostasy.
 
4.Women elders and pastors.
1.Whether people like it or not in this politically correct environment, the Bible does not support women as elders or as pastors (1 Tim. 2:12-14, 3:2, Titus 1:5-7). Men are called to be leaders in the church. The fact that women elders and pastors exist is a sign that men are not doing their God-given job.
2.Also, if you believe in women pastors and elders, do not dismiss this article. You must always examine yourself to see if what you believe is Biblical.
 
5.Not preaching the gospel per 1 Cor. 15:1-4. 
1.The gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus for our sins. It is not a message of convenience or embarrassment. Do not be ashamed of the gospel (Rom. 1:16).
 
6.Using the Lord's name in vain, something a surprising number of Christians do. 
1.God's name and title are to be used only by Christians in a reverent and respectful manner and never in casual exclamation. Just because the sinners do it, does not mean it is okay for the Christians.
 
7.Not sending out or failing to support missionaries (or cutting back unnecessarily) in violation of Matt. 28:18-20. 
1.Carrying out the Great Commission is the command of Jesus. Any church that is able to support missionary work and does not is in direct violation of Christ's command in the Great Commission.
 
8.Marketing and merchandising.
1.Those in ministry should make a living from their labor. Churches should seek to spread the gospel best they can and selling things to do it is acceptable. But, how many trinkets and bobbles are offered in the name of Christ that do not honor God but are merely for the purpose of financial gain? Is the duty of the church business or the gospel? Remember how Jesus cleansed the temple?
 
9.Pastors who are more concerned with growing a church than preaching the truth.
1.Whoever and wherever they are, they need to repent. Pastors must stand on the truth of God's Word even if it costs them financially and materially.
 
10.Pastors who don't pray and seek God's face.
1.Of course, this should be rare. But, any pastor who does not seek God's face in humility is seeking to do a job, not a ministry, under his own power.
 
11.Pastors who cave in to pressures from the church in contradiction to the Word of God. 
1.Any pastor who does this should repent now or step down from the pulpit. Pastors are to stand upon and for God's Word, no matter what the obstacles or the cost.
 
12.Pastors who fail to equip their congregations according to God's Word. 
1.Pastors are called to equip the Christian for the work of the ministry in all aspects of life (Eph. 4:11): apologetics, evangelism, missionary work, prayer, service, love, etc. Far too many congregations are not being equipped with even the basics of Christianity and are instead being taught political correctness.
 
13.Pastors who don't teach damnation. 
1.We are not saying that you must preach fire and brimstone all the time. But the fact is the gospel that offends no one is not the gospel of the Bible. The truth of the gospel is that people will face damnation. This is part of the Christian message, and it should be part of Christian preaching.
 
14.Christians gathering teachers to themselves to make them feel good.
1.Is comfort or truth the primary objective for the Christians? Are we divine in nature or sinners saved by grace? Do we deserve to be saved, or are we saved by God's free choice? Christians who want merely to be entertained and comforted from the pulpit are still children. They should be challenged to grow and take risks.
 
15.Evolution 
1.Denominations that either adopt evolutionary principles or refuse to take a stand on evolution.
 
Apostasy is all around us in varying degrees. As Christians, we need to be very sure that we are clinging to the truth of God's Word and resisting the inclusion of liberalism, moral relativism, and the oncoming secularism that is all around us. We need to stand on the Word of God and never be ashamed of the truth of the Gospel:
 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek," (Rom. 1:16).
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Dabbling in the Demonic - Ron & Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
There is a trend today to deny the supernatural. Oh, we believe in a supernatural God, and He's good, but there are no such things as ghosts, goblins, or any other scary supernatural entities. Right? It's a fact that God is supernatural, and calling Him good is an understatement. It's also a fact that there are supernatural entities that are pure evil. We know this is true because the Bible contains many accounts of demonic possession. One of the best known is the man in Gadara who had been possessed by many demons. Jesus made a special trip by boat just to rid this man of demons. "And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs." Luke 8:27. What a sorry state for a human to live in, naked and living among the dead. When anyone tried to control him, the demons inside of him broke the chains. The Gospel of Mark gives a bit more insight to his torment. "And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones." Mark 5:5. This man was a mess. It wasn't caused by disease or a mental disorder. He was demon possessed. In this modern world we live in, Satan has misled people on two accounts. First, many Christians believe that the Spiritual gifts have stopped and so we have no authority through Christ over demons. Second Satan has convinced many people that demons are not an issue. Wrong on both points.
 
Demon possession was nothing new in the days when Jesus walked this earth and still are an issue today. Demons have names and in order for a Rabbi to cast out a demon he had to first ask its name. When confronting this demoniac Jesus did just that. "And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him." Luke 8:30. Instead of a name the demon gave a number. History tells us that a Roman Legion could consist of up to 6,000 men. Even half of that would be a torturous number of demons to have residing in your body. No wonder he lived in tombs and cried. 
 
Demons have to be given an opening in order to have rights to a person. What did this possessed man of Gadara do to invite the demons into himself? We aren't told what he did, but he had to open the door and invite the demons in. That hasn't changed. Dabbling in any occult practice opens doors to allow a demon to have rights to your life. You may think reading your horoscope is an innocent thing or that an Ouija board is just a game, but these are occult activities. Even though God says not to do certain things, people are rebellious and disobedient and think they are smarter than God. King Saul was a man who disobeyed God and was tormented by demons. When he had a demonic episode, David would be called in to play music for him. Saul was rebellious towards God and that always means trouble. "For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he that also rejected thee from being king." 1 Samuel 15:23. Saul's rebellion ultimately brought on his own death after he went to a witch to call up the spirit of Samuel for advice. God does not condone witchcraft or talking to people who have died. When we rebelliously go against God we give rights to demons.
 
God gave a law against cutting the flesh and getting tattoos. "Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD." Leviticus 19:28. The Israelites were to enter the land God promised them, but it was filled with demon worshipping pagans who, among other things, cut and tattooed themselves. Today tattoos are seen on many people and there is a trend where people cut themselves to draw blood. Even though Christians aren't under the Law this shows how God feels about such things. God said not to do this because of the demonic connection. Could these identifying marks be behind much of the demonic activity surrounding us today? Satan demands blood sacrifice because he always tries to copy God. Jesus Christ, God incarnate, shed His blood as the once for all sacrifice for our salvation. On the other hand, Satan demands blood and sacrifice from humanity. Cutting your body and spilling your blood is following Satan in sin. Many occult groups require the drinking of blood. The satanic god Allah requires those who follow him to kill innocent people as a sacrifice to him and we also see a rise in cannibalism. The One True God has never required His people to shed human blood; human sacrifice is a sin. Blood is not to be ingested, whether it is human or animal. "For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off." Leviticus 17:14. Demon possessed people perform all sorts of unnatural acts of self-destruction. Look around you and pay attention to the things that are being accepted by the world today, and then watch the evening news to see how many murders occur. Guns get blamed but demonically inspired people are the ones who pull the trigger. 
 
There are many ways to open yourself to demons, and as we move closer to the end of time demonically inspired behavior is becoming acceptable. "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" Isaiah 5:20. The use of "recreational" drugs is one way to open doors to demons, as is drunkenness. Yoga, contemplative prayer, and meditation are all ways of inviting demons in. Homosexuality and any sexual activity outside of a one man/one woman marriage are rebellion to God and satanic in nature. Secular music praises Satan and many singers brag about selling their soul to Satan. Most movies today show evil as being good and are filled with profanity, violence, and perverse lifestyles. Television programs mock God and promote immoral values. Demonic ways are infiltrating every part of our life, which makes it easy to dabble in the demonic if you aren't alert. If you are a Christian and don't place Christ first in your life then you're in danger of satanic attack. If you aren't a Christian, you are in danger of demonic possession.
 
Demons recognize God so the demons in the man from Gadara recognized Jesus. "When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not." Luke 8:28. The Jewish religious leaders were blind to the fact that Jesus was their Messiah, but these demons knew exactly who He was and feared His authority. They knew that they had to obey Him and that there would come a time when they would be ordered into the abyss, but that time had not come yet. "And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep." Luke 8:31. The "deep" is translated from the Greek word abyssos which is the bottomless pit. "And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them." Luke 8:32. To a demon, even the body of swine is better than having no body at all. To the swine it was unbearable. "Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked." Luke 8:33. Demons are evil and have no mercy on anyone they possess.
 
Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and can't be possessed by evil spirits. The Holy Spirit is God, and demons fear God. Believers can't be possessed but can suffer demonic attacks. Brothers and sisters, take a stand against Satan. Don't dabble in anything demonic, even if that means shutting off your cable TV. If you join in anything that is not of God you invite demons to oppress you and steal your joy in the Lord. "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." James 4:7. Stand firm on God's word and don't be a part of worldly ways. Strive to live your life on biblical principles without compromise. The closer you walk with Jesus the more joy you will have. "Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded." James 4:8. Study His word, listen to Christian music, and enjoy fellowship with Christian friends. Draw closer to God.
 
What happened to the man in Gadara? When Jesus cast out the demons, the man became calm and normal. What a relief he must have felt. The man wanted to go with Jesus, but Jesus had other plans for him. "Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him." Luke 8:39. The man now possessed a great witnessing tool: his very own testimony. Jesus told him to go and tell everyone about the great things God had done for him, and how God had compassion on him. He did as Jesus commanded and we can only imagine what a wonderful witness he was. Every Christian has been forgiven of sin. Not all of us has had demons cast out, but we all have been forgiven. We each have a testimony and need to tell everybody around us what great things Jesus has done for us. Eternal life isn't something to keep quiet.
 
Christians need to turn away from those things that are of Satan. We have power through the Holy Spirit to cast out demons, but most people deny His power. Many have a "that was then, this is now" attitude that denies the power given to us through Jesus. Jesus gave this power to His disciples, and sent seventy out to evangelize. That power is available to Christians today. "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name," Luke 10:17. God's power has never changed, but we limit God by thinking the Spiritual gifts have stopped. Satan loves that attitude. Mere human beings have no strength on our own to fight against the powers and principalities of darkness, but in the name of Jesus we can do wonders. "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." Philippians 4:13. Through the shed blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. His love and mercy are unlimited. We still need to make a choice each day...each minute of each day...to live according to His word. He will strengthen your walk and protect you from evil. If you choose to live your life in opposition to Him, then you have made the choice to open the door to Satan and his minions. If you claim to be a Christian, then live like it.
 
Don't dabble in the demonic. Give your whole life to Jesus.
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
          
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know. 
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Daily Jot: Passive Christianity threatens a free society - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
Recent headlines are indicative of a society gone awry. Breitbart reports that "A so-called "antifascist" group that supports illegal immigration is planning a rally against GOP presidential front-runner Donald Trump this Saturday in New York City, the same day that a Black Lives Matter affiliated group that also supports illegal immigration is planning a rally in Phoenix, Arizona." This is supported by the "president's" policies. This is also supported by communist billionaire George Soros. This is using free speech to organize against free speech. These anarchists are trying to paint those who do not share their values as "fascists" when, in reality, they are the fascists. Using their freedom, they threaten free society.
 
The immoral and amoral are trying to place a death grip on our free society. Christians must stand otherwise freedom will cease to exist. "Freedom sees in religion the companion of its struggles and its triumphs, the cradle of its infancy, the divine source of its rights. It considers religion as the safeguard of mores; and mores as the guarantee of laws and the pledge of its own duration."--these are the words of Alexis de Tocqueville, a French aristocrat who came to America in the 1830s to observe what made the country so great. His "Democracy in America" is considered a historic treasure about the unique success of the United States. Tocqueville wrote that America is free because of its collective Christian religion. 
 
He pointed out that the laws that governed the Plymouth colony were derived from the Hebrew texts. In the later 1600s, even the law of Connecticut stated that man shall not "have or worship any other God, but the Lord God." He said that Americans "have succeeded in incorporating somehow into one another and combining marvelously...the spirit of religion and the spirit of freedom." According to the laws and the nature of early Americans, men and women who have the religious and political beliefs of most of our current leadership would have been forbidden to serve in such capacity, if not tried and convicted as criminal for their immorality and corruption.
 
Cotton Mather wrote in 1820, "There is a liberty of corrupt nature, which is affected both by men and beasts, to do what they list; and this liberty is inconsistent with authority, impatient of all restraint; by this liberty we are all inferior;  'tis the grand enemy of truth and peace, and all the ordinances of God are bent against it. But there is a civil, a moral, a federal liberty, which is the proper end and object of authority; it is a liberty for that only which is just and good; for this liberty you are to stand with the hazard of your very lives." Galatians 5:1 says, "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." As Christians we must demand and accept no other form of liberty.
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Daily Devotion: Wholehearted Devotion - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene. . . . -Mark 16:9
 
Of all the people Jesus could have appeared to first after His resurrection, He appeared to Mary Magdalene. It is interesting to think about, because among the Jews of the day, the testimony of a woman was not held in high regard. In fact, some of the rabbis falsely taught that it was better for the words of the Law to be burned than to be delivered by a woman. Yet Jesus chose a woman to be the first herald of His resurrection.
 
It is also worth noting that women were the last at the cross and the first at the tomb. Mary had courage that many of the men did not have when Jesus was crucified. She stood by Him through it all. In fact, the Bible tells us that after He was crucified, Mary "observed where He was laid" (Mark 15:47). She watched as they took His crucified body from the cross and wrapped it and placed it in a tomb that belonged to Joseph of Arimathea. And Mary, along with the other women, was at the tomb very early on Sunday morning to demonstrate her love for Jesus by anointing His body with spices (see Mark 16:1-2).
 
And her love was rewarded. God said, "And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart" (Jeremiah 29:13). God rewards the person who is diligent. And for those who will take time in their day to seek the Lord, for those who will take time to read His Word, for those who will take time to wait upon Him, He will reveal His truths to them.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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