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	3/19/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
UN says expects Israel to continue Middle East peace process
UN: Peace process only way for Israel to stay a democracy 
EU foreign policy chief Mogherini congratulates Netanyahu, hopes for relaunch of peace process
Cameron congratulates PM, but some MPs question future of peace process 
German MPs upset by PM's stand on Palestinian statehood 
World Leaders Including Canada's Harper and India's Modi Congratulate Netanyahu 
US rep. Nancy Pelosi says she hopes new Knesset will spur 'lively' ME discussion
New rift opens between Obama, Netanyahu after election victory
White House knocks 'divisive rhetoric' against Israeli Arabs in election
U.S. support for Israel could slip after Netanyahu victory
Obama Plots to Bypass Netanyahu with U.N. Action
NY Times: Obama may agree to UN resolution on '67 borders after Netanyahu campaign rhetoric 
US - Israel's shield no more?
Election may exacerbate tensions among American Jews
Israel likely headed toward conflict, isolation
As Netanyahu no longer talks peace, Israel is set for paralysis
Arab League chief calls 'electioneering' Netanyahu's vow to rule out Palestinian state
Palestinians no longer bound by false peace process
Likud wins big across Israel, while Zionist Union makes massive gains on Gaza border
Netanyahu at Western Wall: I'm honored by election win, will do everything to protect Israel
NY Times comments on 'ugly' elections after Netanyahu win
Global media prematurely eulogizes Netanyahu government 
Iran says no difference between Israeli political parties, all 'aggressors'
Abbas spokesman: Palestinian Authority doesn't care who the next Israeli PM is
Hamas: There's consensus among Israeli political parties to deny Palestinian rights
Cash-strapped PA adopts emergency budget
IDF uncovers explosive planted on border with Gaza
Heroine from hell: Palestinians honor mass killer with monument
Israel's Tamar group to sell $1.2 billion of gas to Egypt via pipeline
As nuclear deadline nears, fears Saudi may try to match Iran
Iran downplays chances of nuclear deal this week
US says any negotiated settlement with Syria will exclude Assad
US Predator drone lost over Syria
US, allies conduct 13 air strikes in Iraq, Syria
Some US allies may send troops to Syria with trainees 
Syrian army takes control of strategic village north of Aleppo
Skilled gunsmith helps Kurds turn ISIS' guns on terrorists
Islamic Suicide Bomber Trainer Accidentally Blows Up His Entire Class
ISIS Brags Of American Suicide Bomber, Leaves Out Embarrassing Detail That He Prematurally Detonated Himself
Evangelical Author: Western Christians Don't Care Enough About ISIS' 'Once-in-a-1,000-Year Threat' to Christianity
Tunisia president says country 'in a war with terror' after Tunis museum massacre kills 19
US drone strike killed al-Shabaab leader Garaar in Somalia
Pakistani army airstrikes kill 34 militants in tribal region
Ukraine peace plan creaks amid fresh Russian-Ukrainian dispute
Multiple deaths after restaurant shooting in Sweden 
French Comedian, Convicted of Condoning Terrorism
NBC debuts news drone for 'incredible images of damage'
Obama Urges Soviet-Style Voting Laws
Mandatory voting? Obama says it would be 'transformative'
Obama Regrets Not 'More Aggressively Explaining' How Badly Bush Failed
DHS released another 30,000 criminal aliens onto streets
Mass shooting in Mesa: 'Horrible' is the new 'normal'
Google exec says immigration changes would help economy
Starbucks CEO Defends 'Race Together' After Backlash
Administration sets record for withholding government files
FCC watchdog investigating Internet rules
FCC's Ajit Pai: Your Broadband Bill 'Is Going to Go Up'
Target agrees to pay $10 million to data breach victims
Fed Opens Door to Rate Increase but Remains Cautious on Growth
Swedish central bank cuts key rate further below zero
Scores injured in anti-austerity riots against ECB's new HQ
Brent falls towards $55 as rally fades on inventory build
Total Solar Eclipse to Transpire Amid Vernal Equinox and New Supermoon
Mysterious flash lightens night sky in south Russia
6.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Talcahuano, Chile
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Tome, Chile
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy, Russia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Manokwari, Indonesia
Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 23,000ft
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 16,000ft
Tropical Cyclone Nathan: Cooktown warned it will could be worst than Cyclone Ita
California drought: State OKs sweeping restrictions on water use
Some Northern California Farmers Not Planting This Year, Sell Water To Los Angeles At $700 Per Acre Foot
Global population growth threatens to outstrip fresh water supply: study
Al Gore seeks punishment for politicians who deny climate change
Growing numbers seek faith-based alternative to ObamaCare
The Health Concerns in Wearable Tech
Kansas high school finds 27 positive tuberculosis cases
Woman accused of cutting baby from pregnant woman's womb 
Presbyterians Approve Gay Marriage in Church Constitution
CBS soap reveals character is transgender
San Francisco Saint Mary's Cathedral Drenches Homeless With Water To Keep Them Away
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Why the Israeli voter reelected Binyamin Netanyahu and strengthened his Likud
1. From Tel Aviv to Turtle Bay
1. Israel 'closer than ever' to decision on hitting Iran
1. End Time Economy
1. White House threatens US-Israeli relations, no congrats
1. Daily Devotion: A Matter of Discipline
1. Featured Article: Pray in Obedience to God's Will   
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Why the Israeli voter reelected Binyamin Netanyahu and strengthened his Likud - http://www.debka.com/article/24470/Why-the-Israeli-voter-reelected-Binyamin-Netanyahu-and-strengthened-his-Likud
 
 
Binyamin Netanyahu's Likud party owed its March 17 election lead of 30 seats as much to its rivals' myopia as to the prime minister's stunning last-ditch campaign blitz. The writing had been on the wall for weeks. On Feb. 13, debkafile reported that Netanyahu had taken to using Facebook to depict a semi-comic character on video clips that were catching on fast. But most pundits and the Tel Aviv-based political and academic establishments insisted that Bibi had had his day and the voter was bound to usher him to the exit.
 
This assumption, which drew heavily on personal dislike, was reflected in all the opinion polls and the media. With one voice, they hailed the Yitzhak Herzog-Tzipi Livni partnership, whose parties merged to form the left-leaning, dovish Zionist Union (former Labor party), as Israel's great white hope and the next heads of government after Netanyahu's long years at the helm.  
 
While they admittedly operated in a widespread climate of popular despondency and hankering for change, Likud's rivals also missed the strong underlying trends:
 
1.  Negative electioneering  rarely works. The opposition kicked off its campaign with the "anyone but Bibi" slogan and smear tactics against the prime minister, his wife Sarah and their personal lifestyle, as justification for Likud's ouster and the left-wing camp's installment in government.
 
The tactic's very intensity boomeranged, when Bibi craftily turned it into an asset. He reached out to the voter as the underdog who had been unjustly vilified by the "haves."
 
2. Another opposition tactic which misfired was the campaign to demonstrate Israeli society as exploited and abused by a bad government which, for example, had run the health and education systems into the ground.  
 
The average Israeli has plenty of cause for complaint in terms of the crippling wage gap, lack of affordable housing, and a soulless bureaucracy. Clamors to address these malaises must and will be addressed.
 
But by and large, many of the public services on offer are of a high standard compared with most Western countries. Unemployment is down to 5 percent, food prices are falling and the currency is strong.
 
Potable water is in unlimited supply as a result of huge government expenditure on desalination plants; a highway and road network connects all corners of the country and a rail system is finally being built. Communications rates are cheap.
 
 Although the housing shortage for the average home-buyer far pre-dated the Likud-led government, the outgoing administration was on its way to providing solutions in response to popular pressure.
 
 Three of the five parties Netanyahu quickly approached to join his new coalition ran on a social ticket and are deeply committed to making life better for young families and the middle class at large.
 
 3.  Opposition parties claimed they lost the election because security issues overshadowed the economy. This too was groundless.
 
The average voter not only re-elected Likud for another term, but shrank the smaller right-wing parties. This boosted Netanyahu's support in parliament from a low 18 seats to thirty. With this setup, he need no longer be prey to the harassments of small partners, but will enjoy greater leeway for his government to get important jobs done.
 
4. A common convention has always been that an Israeli prime minister who falls out with an American president must go and make way for a politician able to heal the rift and restore good relations with Washington.
 This presumption has been superseded by four changes:
 
--- The average Israeli is a lot better informed on events taking place in the Middle East countries around his country's borders, where he sees hotbeds of instability, civil war bloodbaths and galloping Islamic radicalism. In his six (interrupted) years as prime minister, Netanyahu established sophisticated defense fortifications in the north and the south. Vast national resources were also invested in upgrading the operational capabilities of the army, air force and navy. Therefore, another slogan hurled against him that national security declined on his watch failed to connect.

 
 --- The Israeli voter was not so much worried by the way Netanyahu stood up to President Barack Obama's policies in the Middle East as he admired his pluck in defending national interests.
 
 Herzog and Livni's pledge to improve relations with the Obama administration, instead of being a vote-catcher had the opposite effect. While better relations are desired, the average Israeli is not prepared to pay for them by concessions on security.
 
 --- The two most recent waves of immigrants to Israel from Russia and France have altered Israel's demographic makeup and colored its perception of national and security issues. Neither group is stranger to brushes with radical Islam, on the one hand, or arguments with the United States, on the other. Both prefer pro-reactive responses to hostile challenges rather than knuckling under. Groups with this attitude tend not to be attracted by dovish, left-leaning politicians.
 
 --- For all these reasons, the conflict with the Palestinians became sidelined in the election campaign as a non-issue.
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
From Tel Aviv to Turtle Bay - By John Hudson, Colum Lynch - http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/03/18/from-tel-aviv-to-turtle-bay-israel-palestinians-un-resolution/
 
 
The White House hoped a new Israeli prime minister would resume peace talks with the Palestinians. With Netanyahu holding on, the administration is weighing a turn to the U.N. to help force a deal.
 
After years of blocking U.N. efforts to pressure Israelis and Palestinians into accepting a lasting two-state solution, the United States is edging closer toward supporting a U.N. Security Council resolution that would call for the resumption of political talks to conclude a final peace settlement, according to Western diplomats.
 
The move follows Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's decisive re-election Tuesday after the incumbent publicly abandoned his commitment to negotiate a Palestinian state - the basis of more than 20 years of U.S. diplomatic efforts - and promised to continue the construction of settlements on occupied territory. The development also reflects deepening pessimism over the prospect of U.S.-brokered negotiations delivering peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
 
Shortly before this week's election, the United States informed its diplomatic partners that it would hold off any moves in the U.N. Security Council designed to put Israel on the spot at the United Nations in the event that Netanyahu's challenger, Isaac Herzog, won the election. But U.S. officials signaled a willingness to consider a U.N. resolution in the event that Netanyahu was re-elected and formed a coalition government opposed to peace talks. The United States has not yet circulated a draft, but diplomats say Washington has set some red lines and is unwilling to agree to set a fixed deadline for political talks to conclude.
 
"The more the new government veers to the right the more likely you will see something in New York," said a Western diplomat.
 
Netanyahu's government will likely be made up of right-wing and Orthodox parties adamantly opposed to making concessions to Palestinians. According to a statement from Netanyahu's office, the Israeli leader has already consulted with party leaders he plans to add to his coalition, including Naftali Bennett of the pro-settlement Jewish Home party, Avigdor Lieberman of the far-right nationalist Yisrael Beitenu party, and leaders of the ultra-Orthodox Shas and United Torah Judaism parties.
 
On Wednesday, State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki did not rule out the possibility of the United States supporting a U.N. resolution on Israel-Palestine.
 
"We're currently evaluating our approach. We're not going to prejudge what we would do if there was a U.N. action," she told reporters.
 
For decades, Democratic and Republican administrations have resisted a role for the U.N. Security Council in dealing with the Middle East crisis. They have argued consistently that an enduring peace can only be achieved through direct negotiations between the parties. Israeli leaders have also strongly opposed giving the world body a greater role in bringing about a deal.
 
However, the prospect of direct negotiations appeared to evaporate with Netanyahu's pre-election declaration that he would never allow the creation of a Palestinian state. The comment completely reversed the Israeli leader's previous support for an independent Palestine as part of a permanent peace deal between the two sides.
 
The deliberations over the future of the U.S. diplomatic efforts are playing out just weeks before the Palestinians are scheduled to join the International Criminal Court, a move that is certain to heighten diplomatic tensions between Israel and the Palestinians. On Wednesday, the Palestine Liberation Organization's top diplomat in the United States told Foreign Policy the Palestinians would move forward with plans to use the ICC to try to hold Israel accountable for alleged war crimes during last summer's war in Gaza. (Israel says it worked hard to avoid civilian casualties, of which there were many, and blames Hamas militants for taking shelter in populated areas.)
 
"The fact that we have a government in Israel publicly opposing a two-state solution just reinforces our position that this conflict must be handled by the international community," Maen Rashid Areikat said.
 
Ilan Goldenberg, a former member of the Obama administration's Mideast peace team, told FP that Washington might be inclined to support a Security Council resolution backing a two-state solution as an alternative to the Palestinian effort to hold Israel accountable at the ICC.
 
"If it was done, it could protect Israel from a worse outcome," he said.
 
Under this scenario, the United States would seek guarantees from the international community to hold off on ICC activity in exchange for a Security Council resolution outlining international standards for a final peace agreement between the Israelis and Palestinians.
 
"The Israelis will probably resist and say this is a bad idea, but they could also be convinced that this is better than the alternative," said Goldenberg.
 
The window for this type of U.N. initiative is small. U.S. officials are unlikely to act during the contentious Iran negotiations, which are set to end in late June, Goldenberg said. But the administration will not want to wait until the 2016 presidential race kicks into high gear, as any Democratic nominee would likely advise the White House against upsetting the party's influential pro-Israel supporters.
 
"Don't expect anything to move until the summer," said Goldenberg.
 
European and Arab governments, including France and the Palestinians, will likely want to move more quickly at the United Nations.
 
The Palestinians had been pressing the U.N. Security Council for months last year to adopt a resolution demanding that Israel end its occupation of Palestinian lands within three years. But the United States vetoed the Palestinian initiative. U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Samantha Power called it "unbalanced" because it failed to take into consideration Israel's security concerns.
 
But France, which is seeking a broader diplomatic role in the Middle East, had also been pushing for a separate resolution, which calls for the resumption of political talks between Israelis and Palestinians in order to conclude a comprehensive peace settlement. In December, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry warned Paris and other European governments that the United States would block the resolution if it were put to a vote before the Israeli election.
 
But one European diplomat said that there was "a broad understanding" at the time "that this was something that could be revisited post-election." So far, U.S. talks with European allies have taken place in Washington and other capitals. There have been no substantive talks in New York among Security Council members.
 
France, however, recently renewed its appeal to the United States to consider taking up the issue before the council, according to diplomats familiar with the matter.
 
The United States, according to the diplomats, gave no firm commitment. But the administration indicated that it was willing to consider action in the council once a coalition government is put into place.
 
"I think they probably just want to see how it pans out," said one U.N.-based diplomat. "But certainly the message we got back in December was that they might be able to show more flexibility after the election."
 
Security Council diplomats say there remain significant differences between the U.S. approach and that of France. "There are discrepancies between the U.S. and European positions but I think they will bridge them soon," said an Arab diplomat. "The key elements are the same: a framework for a peaceful solution that leads to the establishment of a Palestinian state ... plus guarantees for Israel's long-term security." The United States is unlikely to hit Israel or the Palestinians with punitive measures if they fail to comply.
 
During a recent meeting of U.S. and European officials in Washington, a senior State Department official said the United States was considering a draft resolution at the Security Council but that no decision had been made.
 
Of course, two other options lie before the Obama administration with regard to the Israel-Palestine issue: continuing to reflexively back Israel at the United Nations, and simply enduring the widespread criticism of the international community, or raising the pressure on Jerusalem by abstaining from a U.N. resolution condemning Israeli settlements.
 
In 2011, the United States vetoed a resolution demanding that Israel's settlement activity cease immediately - even though it was in line with U.S. policy. The measure was sponsored by nearly two-thirds of the U.N.'s membership and received a 14-1 vote on the Security Council.
 
"If there was a settlement resolution, would the U.S. abstain? I could see that as a possibility," said Goldenberg.
 
In the wake of Israel's election, U.N. and Israeli officials exchanged sharp words after U.N. spokesman Farhan Haq called on the new Israeli government to halt "illegal settlement-building in the Occupied Palestinian Territory."
 
In response to the statement, Ron Prosor, Israel's ambassador to the U.N., snapped back: "If the U.N. is so concerned about the future of the Palestinian people, it should be asking ... why Hamas uses the Palestinian people as human shields."
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Israel 'closer than ever' to decision on hitting Iran - http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/israel-closer-than-ever-to-decision-on-hitting-iran/ 
 
 
John Bolton: 'Obama has essentially zero influence on Bibi Netanyahu'
 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud Party scored a surprisingly comfortable win in Tuesday's parliamentary elections, and former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations John Bolton says the vote was a "stinging defeat" for President Obama that will make Iran far more nervous and probably lead to more appeasement from the U.S. in nuclear negotiations.
 
Most polls prior to Tuesday's elections suggested momentum was moving away from Netanyahu and Likud. When early reports suggested high turnout among Arab voters, the outlook seemed even bleaker for the prime minister. However, it became clear fairly early in the vote counting that Likud would win. The party scored 30 seats and is poised not only to form a coalition government without much trouble, but it will likely be even more conservative than the current government.
 
The results also follow Obama political operative Jeremy Bird and his team working to defeat Netanyahu. Members of Congress are investigating whether taxpayer funds were used in the efforts. Either way, Bolton said there is no way to spin the elections as anything other than a crushing defeat for the Obama administration.
 
"It's a stinging political defeat for the president and those who wanted to get rid of Netanyahu," he said. "They were making the mistake of counting their chickens before they hatched in the run-up to the election, and now all of that's changed."
 
Obama also stands out Wednesday as one of few Western leaders to not congratulate Netanyahu on Likud's victory. Secretary of State John Kerry conveyed his congratulations instead. Is Obama's personal silence significant?
 
"Yes, I think the president can't stand Bibi Netanyahu," Bolton said. "I personally don't think he can stand Israel, while we're on the subject. Not congratulating a democratically elected leader in a close ally of the United States, I just think is amateurish. It's not professional. It's not presidential. It's just petty."
 
He added, "I think the president ought to get over it and at least send out a tweet."
 
Obama routinely congratulates winners in less friendly nations, including current Iranian President Hassan Rouhani after his victory in 2013.
 
How did Netanyahu and Likud win when all polls at the end predicted the party would come up short? Bolton said one issue dwarfs all others in Israel.
 
"The Israeli people still fundamentally see security issues as the most important that they face as a country and a people," Bolton said.
 
Netanyahu's problem for much of the campaign was that the narrative constantly drifted back to domestic issues, in which his record is far more controversial.
 
"The campaign has been dominated by domestic economic issues, and there was a lot of criticism of Netanyahu that he had not carried through on market-oriented reforms that he said in his last campaign would be a priority," said Bolton, who argued that, in the end, Israeli voters cared more about the survival of the nation than Netanyahu's broken domestic promises.
 
"When people really thought of the consequences of replacing him, they realized that there just isn't anybody in the Israeli political scene who can do the job that Netanyahu can on these vital security issues," he said.
 
Bolton admits all political parties are adamantly opposed to Iran acquiring nuclear weapons, but he said the difference between how Netanyahu and Labor candidate Isaac Herzog would approach the issue is immense.
 
"There'd be a much greater willingness (by Labor) to follow Barack Obama's lead, much closer views on creating a Palestinian State," he said. 'Therefore, the ability of Barack Obama to pressure a Herzog or (Tzipi) Livni government not to act militarily against Iran would have been overwhelming. Whereas now, I think he has essentially zero influence on Bibi Netanyahu."
 
The threat of military action is the major chip Israel has while Iran and the U.S. negotiate a possible deal over the Iranian nuclear program. Bolton said that fact alone makes the mullahs in Iran very uneasy.
 
"Iran has to worry that a newly re-elected Netanyahu, with a solid win in this election, is on a much firmer base if he decides to use force against the Iranian nuclear weapons program, as Israel has twice before done in its history against nuclear weapons programs in the hands of hostile states," Bolton said.
 
"The most significant outcome is that we're closer to a decision one way or the other, whether Israel's going to use force," he said.
 
Bolton and others warned that a Netanyahu defeat and an emboldened Iran could trigger a nuclear arms race among Arab states terrified of a nuclear Iran. He said that threat is still possible because of the weakness of the Obama administration in confronting Iran.
 
"The weakness Obama has shown over these past several years in his desperate efforts to get a deal with Iran, finally convinced the likes of Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Turkey that the United States was simply not going to do anything effective to stop Iran," Bolton said.
 
"The act of negotiation itself helped convince the Saudis and others that they had to look out for their own interests," he said. "I think the negotiations and the possible deal have actually accelerated the nuclear arms race in the Middle East."
 
March features three critical moments in the debate over Iranian nukes. Netanyahu's speech to Congress and his successful elections are now in the past. Still to come is the negotiating deadline between the U.S. and Iran over a nuclear deal.
 
Bolton said he has a pretty good idea how that will play out in the next couple of weeks.
 
"This will just be an agreement in principle according to the schedule that was laid out last year. I think it's also possible the administration is so desperate for a deal, that if we get to the end of March and they're not in sight of it, they will nonetheless say we're going to keep negotiating because we're getting close," said Bolton, who warned that would a terrible sign.
 
"That's the sign of somebody who's just willing to make more concessions," he said. "I think that's exactly how Iran will read it."
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
 
First Reviews:
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - Bakersfield (Friend)
 
"This was Randy's best DVD yet, and now he has no reason not to come visit me. He can't use the, "Mom, I am working on the new movie excuse any more!" Also, thank you for hooking up and showing me how to use the DVD player you bought me last Christmas, love you, mom! - Randy's (I only live a mile away) mom.
 
I give this DVD four paws up! - Abby (Randy's Dog, who was also in charge of security during production)
 
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/9299b7a9-a78f-4f2e-ad95-00cc8133853e.jpg]
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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End Time Economy - By Howard Green -   http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/green23.html
 
 
The Bible warns of a time when people will have to work an entire day just to have enough money to purchase a loaf of bread. It's hard to imagine a time when our purchasing power will be diminished to the point of having to struggle just to be able to feed one person. Right now the economies of many nations seem to be stable despite a few crisis areas like Greece, Portugal, and others.
 
The notion that the economic condition of the world is fine right now is a false one. Regardless of what the Fed, the administration, or your personal financial portfolio communicates about the current economic situation...it won't last. A time is coming when the dollar will collapse and the conditions will be set for a global economy under the control of the Antichrist. Let's look at where we are now and what the Bible says about the end-times economy.
 
 Revelation 6:5 "When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 'Come!' And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!"
 
The current situation facing the US. economy is one of greed and illusion. The Fed continues to print money at a fevered pitch trying to revive the economy through quantitative easing (QE). The rationale is that by infusing enough "digital dollars" into the banking system, the economy will grow because borrowing, lending, and spending will increase. This "quick fix" hasn't worked before and the end result is a larger federal deficit.
 
 If people aren't borrowing, buying, and selling...printing money and QE only adds massive debt. Washington has amassed so much debt and the number stands at 18.1 trillion dollars. Every day an average of 2.3 billion dollars is added. The current national debt parceled out to every US. citizen amounts to each of us being on the hook for $56,718.06.
 
The point I'm making is that this charade cannot continue much longer. The communist Chinese government, the Russians, India, and Brazil are very aware of our problems and there have been renewed calls for the replacement of the dollar as the world's reserve currency. It's hard to imagine the dollar being replaced by another currency as the world's economic benchmark, but it could very well happen. It is possible to wake up one morning and see the dollar slide into a death spiral, stocks in a free fall, and hyper inflation...I believe it is.
 
 James 5:1-6 "Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days.  
 
Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you."
 
The federal government is preparing for the possibility and aftermath of a sudden collapse of the economy. DHS, The Pentagon, FEMA, and other agencies have contingency plans in place. Here's the thing, I know much has been written about a US or worldwide financial collapse. This can be an arena for sensationalism and over speculation.
 
On the other hand there is the other extreme of people burying their heads in the sand, ignoring the warnings, and proclaiming peace and safety regarding the solvency of the dollar. If we take the middle of the road view and look at current conditions, there is reason to believe we are indeed on the verge of dark financial times ahead.
 
 People in the know are warning about a potential collapse of the US. economy. Breitbart News Network reports the following about Senator Rand Paul and the demand for an audit of the Fed:
 
Senator Paul has said, "If the Fed was a normal bank without extraordinary powers, it would be insolvent." Senator Paul notes that nearly 40 percent of the Fed's liabilities are mortgage-backed securities and the question that needs to be asked is this: How many are distressed home loans?  
 
The report continues and notes: "Once, the dollar was literally as good as gold and backed by the full faith and credit of the US. government. Since the panic of 2008...the dollar is backed by bad home loans, bad car loans, and derivatives."
 
Jim Rickards is someone else in the know and he is sounding the alarm about the coming economic crisis. Rickards worked on Wall St. for 35 years, he is a regular financial commentator on media outlets, and author of the  New York Times best seller Currency Wars. Rickards has been called on to brief Congressional subcommittees about the economic situation. At a treasury meeting he said, "The Fed and the Treasury are the greatest threats to national security, not Al-qaeda."
 
Rickards noted that in the 1950s and 60s, for every one dollar of debt, we realized $2.41 in growth measured in the GDP. Now for every dollar of US. debt, only .03 of growth is realized...and soon it will be in the negative. He said this debt to growth situation is a signal of a complex system about to collapse.
 
How will this economic crisis unfold? I don't know. However, it's a subject where speculation is rampant. Will the Chinese come calling and want the money they've loaned us to cover our debt? Will the recent volatility in the oil markets cause economic turmoil? It's hard to say but, we witnessed the Russian Rubble drop 40 percent of its value in the last year due to the plunge in oil prices. The point is there are numerous conditions in play that could trigger a collapse of the US. and world's economy.
 
Two other things need to be considered. First, we know that a collapse of the dollar would cause havoc on the world's financial markets, but would the damage be limited and would the US. be the only major casualty? Second, if the collapse of the dollar sets in motion a global economic collapse, then what would the world's "new economy" look like? I believe the second scenario is the most realistic, given the fact that the economies of the world are so interconnected.
 
What does this mean for the future, the world and for the believer in Jesus?
 
We know there is a time coming when this entire world's economic structure will be under absolute control of the Antichrist. In fact, the Bible clearly states that this economy will be a religious - economic system. The final seven years of human history prior to the Second Coming of our Lord (The 70th week of Daniel) will be a time when the people of the world will have to choose between commerce or starvation.  
 
Make no mistake about it...the choice is so much greater than simply deciding to partake in or opt out of modern commerce. It actually comes down to a system of worship. Either worship the world leader (Antichrist) as God and be able to buy, sell, feed your family, etc...or stand for Jesus and accept the consequences.
 
We don't know if there will be a surge of the economic crisis, gradually peaking into a crescendo of problems that lead into a consolidation of the world economy under Antichrist or if the start of a one-world economic system will be sudden. The Bible clearly states that when this economy does exist, it will come down to taking the mark of the beast (Antichrist) on the right hand or forehead in order to participate in the market place.
 
 Revelation 13:16  "Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666."
 
Picture a person who has come to know Jesus as his or her Lord during this time of hell on earth. Perhaps they came to faith by the witness of one of the 144,000 Jews proclaiming the gospel or some other faithful witness. Regardless, here they are now perhaps with several mouths to feed at home, gas to buy, or a bank account they now cannot access because they refuse to renounce Christ and worship the world leader who claims to be God.
 
The ultimate destination of this current economic upheaval we are witnessing will eventually lead to the one world economic system under Antichrist.
 
It's not my intention to get into the timing of the Rapture of the church although I do believe the church will not be here during the Great Tribulation and not endure 'wrath on an unrepentant world. Here is the point I do want to make clear:
 
Right now...as you read this, there is a growing distain for Christians. This distain crosses socio-economic, political, and traditional barriers because the world hates who we are. We identify with Jesus as our Savior and in His own words, He warned us that the world will hate us too.  
 
What does this have to do with the coming one world-global economic system? We are beginning to see consequences for taking a stand for our faith right now and it is a glimpse into what is coming on a global scale...and I believe it's coming sooner than later.
 
Governments, prosecutors, and rogue judges are becoming increasingly hostile to people who are true Christians. Here is one recent example out of hundreds we could cover:    
 
Barronelle Stutzman is the owner of Arlene's Florist Shop in Washington state and she refused to make a flower arrangement for a gay couple's "wedding." The Attorney General has filed a lawsuit against Mrs. Stutzman and her business. She won't make the flower arrangement because she believes as a Christian that "marriage is between a man and a woman." She is facing heavy civil penalties, fines, and the forced closure of her business.
 
There are dozens if not hundreds of such cases involving Christians who own bakeries, photography studios, wedding venues, and others...they are facing the same harassment from the legal system. The bottom line is the only crime they are "guilty" of is practicing their Christian faith.
 
I don't believe a Muslim owned business would face the same issues or have to deal with a legal system with an agenda...but I will address the issue of "tolerance" of everyone with the exception of Christians in a later article.
 
I firmly believe even before the Antichrist consolidates power, we are already seeing the spirit of Antichrist at work in the world right now.
 
Persecution, albeit  limited to economic and legal harassment here in the West is already beginning. No matter what we face or how much suffering we must endure before the Rapture is in the hands of our Lord. As believers we will see increasing pressure to go with the flow, close our mouths about our faith, be politically correct, and tolerate everything or there will be a price to pay.
 
I want to encourage believers to stand firm in the faith, share the gospel, and live for Jesus because true security is found in Him alone. It is foolish to trust in wisdom of Man, the world system, and money.  
 
This world will (not) continue on this path   much longer. No one can say for certain when an economic collapse will come, but many analysts believe it is very near. In light of that I wanted to share a final thought on true security:
 
We should certainly be wise stewards of what the Lord has given us and be prudent about preparing for the safety and well being of our families. I'm not endorsing a survivalist mentality, nor am I endorsing an attitude of denial. We can see uncertain times and danger ahead and prepare accordingly.
 
Ultimately...our lives and the times are in God's hands and no matter what, we belong to Him.  Having our souls prepared for eternity is of utmost importance.
 
 Proverbs 11:28  "Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf." 
 
Matthew 6:19-21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
 
 All for Him,
 
 Howard
 
concerningthetimes.com
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White House threatens US-Israeli relations, no congrats - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
White House press secretary Josh Earnest told reporters Wednesday that the "president" did not congratulate Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for his decisive election victory--not this time, nor the time before. Earnest said, "The President at this point has not telephoned Prime Minister Netanyahu...Just as a relevant piece of recent historical context is that there have been two Israeli elections during the [this] administration.  In both situations, in the aftermath of both elections, the President did not telephone Prime Minister Netanyahu until he'd already been directed by the Israeli President to begin the process of forming a coalition government." Telephoning is not necessarily congratulating.
 
Earnest said that Secretary of State John Kerry telephoned Netanyahu to congratulate him. The signal sent by having Kerry congratulate Netanyahu is that Netanyahu is not worthy of a US president's attention in the matter. This coincides with reports that the "president" walked out of a meeting with Netanyahu to make him think about the error of his ways while the "president" had dinner with his wife in March 2010. While there are various accounts of this report, the "president" demonstrated his disappointment in Netanyahu by not taking a joint picture for the media during that visit. There have been many other reports of the "president" slighting Netanyahu.
 
Moreover, Earnest said, "There's one other thing that I anticipated might come up that I just did want to mention as it relates to the Israeli elections. Specifically, there has been a lot of coverage in the media about some of the rhetoric that emerged yesterday that was propagated by the Likud Party to encourage turnout of their supporters that sought to, frankly, marginalize Arab-Israeli citizens.  The United States and this administration is deeply concerned by divisive rhetoric that seeks to marginalize Arab-Israeli citizens. It undermines the values and democratic ideals that have been important to our democracy and an important part of what binds the United States and Israel together."
 
The US "president" and his minions can claim "its just politics" when they stir riots with their hate speech and support the Black Panthers in preventing whites from voting, but when it comes to Netanyahu encouraging Israelis rather than Arabs/Muslims to vote, it threatens the ideals that "binds the United States and Israel together." Earnest said that despite Netanyahu's promise of no Palestinian state, the US knows such a state is in the best interest of the Israeli people--talk about threatening democratic ideals. Of this Administration, it seems Isaiah 59:7 applies: "Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood, their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths."
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Daily Devotion: A Matter of Discipline - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. -2 Timothy 2:22
 
A sign of spiritual growth is a recognition that you need to grow spiritually. And I think the more you grow, the more you realize that you have a long way to go. The moment you feel as though you have somehow arrived-or have somehow reached a plateau where you don't need to practice the Christian basics anymore-is the moment that you enter a spiritual danger zone.
 
Most of us know people who started out following the Lord but fell away. Why does that happen? Why do some go on to great things and serve the Lord while others crash and burn? I think the answer lies in the choices they make. You see, we make our choices. Then our choices make us. It comes down to discipline.
 
Discipline is not a popular word in our day and age. Everyone is always looking for the shortcut. We want to lose weight, but we don't want to modify our eating, and we certainly don't want to exercise. But in reality, we know that we will have to discipline ourselves to get in shape.
 
If you want to be successful at anything, it comes down to discipline. To be successful spiritually, it requires a combination of turning away from what would hurt you spiritually and embracing what would help you. It is cutting free from anything that would slow you down and taking hold of anything that would speed you up.
 
When a concert violinist was asked how she became so skilled, she replied, "It was planned neglect." She planned to neglect anything that was not related to her goal.
 
I think we could all use a little planned neglect. That means making time for the things of God but neglecting other things that we know can harm us spiritually.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Pray in Obedience to God's Will - Ron & Nathele Graham -
 
twotug@embarqmail.com - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/green23.html
 
How many prayers have you prayed that have not been answered? The answer is simple: none. God hears each prayer and answers. We like it when God says yes to our prayer quickly. Oftentimes, though, it seems as if God doesn't hear our prayer and we feel as if we are praying to a great empty space. That's when we need to remember that God doesn't always answer quickly, nor does He always answer yes. We need to trust Him to know best. Scripture is filled with examples of men and women praying. Hannah was one who prayed earnestly, but it seemed to her as if her prayers went unheard. She wanted to bear a child, specifically a son, but over time it seemed as if her prayer was unanswered. Did God hear her prayer? Of course He did, but in God's wisdom the time wasn't right for her to bear a child. "And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore." 1 Samuel 1:10. Hannah could not see God's plan, only her own heartache. As time went on she did conceive and her son grew to be one of the great servants of God. He was Samuel and he served God well in the days of King Saul and King David. Hannah's prayer was earnest and fervent, but many Christians today casually pray for things without thinking of how our requests will glorify God. Do you throw out a quick name-it-and-claim-it prayer, then get mad at God if His will is different than your want? Hannah wanted a son and earnestly prayed that God would answer her prayer. When He did answer her prayer she was faithful and raised her son to know God and serve Him. 
 
Our prayers are directed to God Almighty. That fact alone should humble the proudest heart. God cares enough about you to listen to your concerns, so your prayers need to be respectful. Jesus said "After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name." Matthew 6:9. Do you mean it when you say "Hallowed be thy name"? Hallowed means holy. Bow humbly before Him and be respectful as you present your petition. He is God. Jesus told His disciples that when they prayed they weren't to make a big public display so other people would be impressed, nor were they to just say words over and over with no meaning. Many people today pray the Lord's Prayer, or a better name is the model prayer, and figure that's good enough. If the words are said but not meant then all the repetitions are a waste. "And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come." Revelation 4:8. The "four beasts" around His throne continually worship Him and declare His holiness. What a sight we shall see when we stand there...what worship we will hear. Will you want to join in the worship? Why not start now "Hallowed be thy name".
 
How many times do our prayers contain a list of "I want" rather than prayers for needs? We may want cake and ice cream, but we need daily bread. God knows our need, yet we are to pray for it. "Give us this day our daily bread." Matthew 6:11.  God knows that we need food, shelter, and clothing, and He provides for us. "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." Matthew 6:33. Jesus had just talked about the fact that God knows our needs and will provide for us, our challenge is to seek his kingdom first, and let God take care of the details. 
 
Our prayers also need to be for forgiveness. We all sin, but Christians need to be aware of our sins and ask God to forgive us. "And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." Matthew 6:12. It is impossible to live in this world and not stumble into sin, but we need to go to God and ask Him to forgive us. Notice in that verse there is a caveat "...as we forgive our debtors". It is incumbent upon each Christian to forgive. This verse is also found in the Gospel of Luke, but instead of "debts" and "debtors" the words are "sins" and "everyone that is indebted to us". It is a wonderful feeling to have our sins forgiven and our debt paid. "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost." John 19:30. When Jesus said "it is finished" He meant He had paid our sin-debt. This debt is one that we have no ability to pay on our own. That gift has to be accepted in order to be forgiven of your sins, but it is available to everyone. Because He has forgiven then we need to forgive. It is a wonderful feeling to forgive.
 
Another important part of prayer is submission. We need to submit to God's will. We can ask Him for riches and healing, but we need to understand that He is God and He sees tomorrow as clearly as He sees yesterday. He knows what is best. If Adam had submitted to God's will and not eaten the forbidden fruit, then sin would not have entered into the world. God knew best. "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." Matthew 6:10.  People have a hard time submitting to God's will. We want it our way. We want salvation on our own terms; we don't want to live in obedience to the One who saved us. It is a good idea to start submitting to God's will now, because in God's kingdom His will is done. If you don't desire to do His will now, what makes you think you will be happy doing His will after you die? Of course, if you haven't accepted His free gift of salvation you will have forever to regret not accepting Christ's sacrificial payment for your debt.
 
In Heaven, God's will is followed by all His angels, but on earth most people reject His will. Some Christian's believe we are currently living through our Lord Jesus' earthly millennial Kingdom because Jesus our Messiah reigns in our hearts. To them His earthly reign is only symbolic. Well, that just doesn't jive with His word. "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." Revelation 20:6. This is an actual 1,000 year time period which will not only establish our Messiah as our ultimate perfect King, but we Christians will reign with Him. Do you see that happening now? I don't. I see a lot of Christians who love Jesus but are not submissive to Him. They may acknowledge Him, but He doesn't reign in their heart. One day His kingdom will be established on earth and those who long for His appearing will receive a special reward. Praying "Thy kingdom come...." means we are asking for His soon return and we look for His appearing  "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." 2 Timothy 4:8. If you love (long for) His appearing your crown of righteousness awaits you. If you long for His appearing, then you might want to submit to His will and start living for Him now.
 
I don't know about the rest of you, but if my Lord Jesus were to return to remove His ekklēsia before you finish reading this commentary, that would certainly suit me. Is that a defeated attitude? Not at all. When He gave us the model for prayer He told us to pray "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done..." so there is nothing wrong about wanting Him to establish it on earth post-haste. Sometimes I wonder, out of all those who know that Jesus will soon remove His ekklēsia from this earth, how many actually long for it and pray that it will happen soon. We live in this world and there is a certain comfort we find here. That's only because it's familiar to us. Once we are free of our sin nature and under the absolute lovint rule of our Lord, we won't miss this fallen world at all.
 
Many of us have prayer lists which we pray over, and there are many prayer warriors who are dedicated to praying continually (something we all should do), and of course there are many praying for Jesus' soon return. When God's Children speak with Him and even cry out to Him, letting Him know how troubled our hearts are as we anticipate the coming deluge of persecution, He hears our pleas and knows our troubles. Sure as God made little green apples, one of these days as we are praying "Thy Kingdom Come", we will hear the trump call of God and the voice of the archangel and then we shall see Jesus as He takes us up to meet Him in the air. "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 1 Thessalonians 4:16. Oh, what a day of rejoicing that will be! At least for Christians it will be a joyous occasion.
 
"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. Matthew 6:13. Prayer is a powerful weapon. Today Christians deny demons exist and the supernatural evil around us is ignored. Jesus didn't laugh at demon possession. Jesus would recognize that the person had a demon and cast it out. He also taught His disciples how to cast out demons. One day some of the disciples had attempted to cast out a demon, but failed. Jesus told them "And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting." Mark 9:29. Demons don't possess everyone, but their evil presence can place temptations and stumbling blocks in everyone's path. Pray for protection. God protects us because He has supreme power and dominion over all things. Prayer will bring His power into our life and satanic temptation won't overpower us. His is the kingdom, the power and the glory.
 
The Lord's Prayer is a prayer that puts God's interests first; it is His name, His Kingdom, and His will that are primary. It should be our pleasure, as well as responsibility, to let God know just how much we'd like to see His will done...we also must act on that and do our part by submitting to Him and doing His will. We must pray with a longing and we must believe what we are praying for...His will to be done in earth as it is in Heaven. We need to long for God's Kingdom to soon be established here on earth and we need to long to see our King Jesus sitting on His earthly throne ruling and reigning on this planet. The sooner the better. 
 
"After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen." Matthew 6:-13.
 
Remember to pray in obedience to God's will.
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html   
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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