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	3/29/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Putin to Arab League: Palestinians have right to state with capital in east Jerusalem 
Abbas tells Arab League: Israel election results prove it doesn't want peace
US raises pressure on Israel over Palestinian state
UN says Israel, not Iran, North Korea or Syria worst violator of human rights
American-Israeli Rabbi compares Obama to Haman 
The Temple Institute Conducts Unprecedented Passover Offering Practice Drill 
Lauder: Radical Islam fueling anti-Semitism in Europe 
Abbas: Yemen policy should extend to Palestine
Nasrallah: Saudi Arabia forgets Israel is the enemy
Iran's Lebanese ambassador calls Saudi-led operations in Yemen 'strategic scheme' by Israel 
Arab operation hit Yemen base holding long-range missiles - Yemeni official
Ousted Yemeni president backs Saudi airstrikes on Houthi militants
Diplomats and UN staff flee Yemen as Houthis target Aden 
Pakistan sends 747 jumbo jets to evacuate distraught nationals from Yemen 
Yemen is just part of Iran's Mideast master plan
As deadline looms, Iran nuke talks take on frantic tone
Nearing deadline, senior EU official says P5+1 'closer than ever' to Iran nuclear deal 
Discussing Iran's four paths to the bomb, US prioritizes one above all
Report: Iranian journalist defects to Switzerland while covering nuclear talks
Defecting Iranian Journalist: U.S. at Nuclear Talks 'to Speak on Iran's Behalf'
Emerging details of possible Iranian nuclear deal draw bipartisan ire
Report: Iranian cyber threat will pose greater danger than nuclear program
Arab summit to announce unified force to counter security threats
UN human rights top dog: Islamic State more "diverse" than some UN members
Al-Qaeda, allies seize Syria's Idlib city in blow to regime
Army issues troops safety instructions following Islamic State kill list threat
Libya tells Arab summit arms embargo must be lifted to fight IS 
Official: Al-Shabab siege at Somali hotel ends, 24 dead
Boko Haram kills 41, prevents hundreds voting in Nigeria
Tunisian forces kill nine militants in south before solidarity march 
Over 100 Christians Arrested in Pakistan for Riots, Killing and Burning Two Suspects in Wake of Church Suicide Bombings
Crash pilot was psychiatric patient, planned big gesture - paper
Drugs to treat mental illness reportedly found at home of Germanwings co-pilot 
Germanwings co-pilot had dreams about plane crashing, report says
Alps crash pilot told ex 'everyone will know my name'
FBI figures tweaked to show phony increase in mass shootings, report says
House Dem Makes 'Do Not Deport Me' Cards for Illegal Immigrants
Private Emails Reveal Ex-Clinton Aide's Secret Spy Network
Fears of a new global crash as debts and dollar's value rise
Eurozone can't survive in current form, says PIMCO
Russia 'to join China-led development bank'
5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Tilamuta, Indonesia
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Kota Ternate, Indonesia
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Calama, Chile
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Nadi, Fiji
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Huarmey, Peru
Deep earthquake activity in Bardarbunga and Oraefajokull volcano
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 19,000ft
Villarrica volcano in Chile erupts to 18,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 14,000ft
Chilean president describes 'bleak' scene in flood-hit north
Dem resolution warns global warming could force women into prostitution
Minnesota finds third bird flu infection in commercial poultry
Guinea declares Ebola 'health emergency' in five regions
Police fire tear gas on crowd during Sierra Leone Ebola lockdown
Oklahoma measles patient went through Will Rogers airport
19 kids in Summit Co. diagnosed with whooping cough despite being up to date on vaccinations
What rising gay support means for France's far-right National Front
34,000 Black Churches Leave PCUSA Over Same-Sex Marriage
Indiana gov supports effort to 'clarify' religious objections law
Thousands protest 'religious freedom' law in Indiana
Arkansas follows Indiana into 'religious freedom' fight
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Iran deal worse than Israel feared, Netanyahu says
1. Yemen is just part of Iran's Mideast master plan
1. Hezbollah: Arabs should unite to attack Israel, not Yemen
1. Blessing and Cursing
1. 1 Timothy 4:1
1. King for a day
1. Featured Article: Passover and Palm Sunday    



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
 
Iran deal worse than Israel feared, Netanyahu says - Jonathan Beck - http://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-deal-worse-than-we-thought-netanyahu-says/
 
 
PM warns of 'Iran-Lausanne-Yemen axis'; officials say Tehran has agreed to ship out all enriched uranium to Russia
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned Sunday against the emerging nuclear deal with Iran, as Iranian and Western officials in Lausanne, Switzerland were rushing to reach a framework agreement by an end-of-month deadline. 
 
"After the Beirut-Damascus-Baghdad axis, Iran is maneuvering from the south to take over the entire Middle East," Netanyahu said at a cabinet meeting, one of the last for his outgoing government. "The Iran-Lausanne-Yemen axis is dangerous for mankind and must be stopped." 
 
Netanyahu told ministers that he had spoken with Republican leaders in the US Senate and "conveyed our serious concern regarding the arrangement with Iran at the nuclear talks. This agreement confirms all our fears and exceeds them.
 
"While [world powers] convene to sign this deal, Iran's proxies in Yemen are conquering large swaths of land in an effort to overtake the Bab al-Mandab straits, so that they can change the balance of power in shipping oil," he said, referring to recent unrest in Yemen.
 
The United States and Iran have moved close to agreement on key aspects of a nuclear deal but some problems remain four days ahead of a target date for an initial agreement, officials said Sunday.
 
Two officials told The Associated Press that Iran has tentatively agreed to limit the number of machines it could use to enrich uranium to 6,000 - or even less - at its main site.
 
Diplomats are in Switzerland for talks ahead of a March 31 target for the outline of a final deal to be negotiated by the end of June.
 
The officials said Iran has agreed to ship out all enriched uranium it produces to Russia. Enriched uranium can be used to make the fissile core of a nuclear weapon.
 
They said problems remain on the length of any restrictions on Iran's nuclear program, monitoring Tehran's compliance and other issues.
 
The officials demanded anonymity because they are not authorized to discuss the confidential talks.
 
US Secretary of State John Kerry canceled plans to return to the United States for an event honoring his late Senate colleague Edward Kennedy in order to remain at the ongoing talks in Switzerland.
 
Israeli officials reiterated their concerns over the emerging deal on Sunday, warning that the reported terms would not do enough to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons.
 
Interior Minister Gilad Erdan, one of the top members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party, said that while Western powers and Iran may be about to shake hands on an agreement in the coming days, there could still be time to influence the terms of the final deal, due by the end of June.
 
"It's true that a deal is close, and there is a chance that an agreement on basic principles will be reached in the coming days," Erdan told Army Radio. "But until the final agreement, which is supposed to be signed with Iran by the end of June, there are still a wide range of diplomatic options. If, God forbid, it happens, Israel will also be required to reassess the whole resulting security situation."
 
Intelligence Minister Yuval Steinitz, a confidant of Netanyahu, said that the deal was "full of holes," and that he hoped US President Barack Obama would keep to his word that "no deal is better than a bad deal."
 
Steinitz, in an interview with Army Radio, noted that Iran hadn't provided adequate explanations to the UN's nuclear watchdog over the nature of its previous nuclear research.
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Yemen is just part of Iran's Mideast master plan - Smadar Perry - http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4641659,00.html
 
 
Analysis: Israel has spent five years warning that Iran seeks Shiite domination of the Muslim world, and the Gulf States know by now not to rely on the Obama administration.
 
Operation Storm of Resolve, designed to rescue Yemen President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi's regime from the clutches of the Houthi rebels, began with an exercise in misdirection. At midnight between Wednesday and Thursday, the first squadron of Saudi Arabian fighter planes launched attacks on targets in the Yemeni capital, Sana'a - air force bases, arms depots belonging to the rebels, the palace of former president Ali Abdullah Saleh, and a reserve forces base in the south of the city that was taken by the rebels last month.
 
The strike caught the rebels by surprise. At a meeting earlier on Wednesday night between Houthi rebel leader Abdul Malik al-Houthi and ousted president Salah, the two had coordinated an assault on Aden, Yemen's second-largest city.
 
"If Aden falls," the ousted president promised, "Yemen will fall, and the forces will be able to turn their attention to the greater task at hand - taking control of the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait for the purpose of overseeing marine traffic into the Red Sea."
 
With the Arab response slow in coming, despite threats voiced by senior advisers to the Saudi king, the rebel commanders in Yemen were sure they had at least 24 hours in which to mount operations in the field before the Arab foreign ministers met in Sharm el-Sheikh for an emergency summit. They knew that the battle for power in Yemen would top the agenda, but believed that they'd have until the end of the summit on Friday afternoon before a green light was given to amass an Arab force to take action in Yemen. The also failed to foresee a powerful military strike and believed that time was on their side.
 
"We decided to take action against the rebels in Yemen without getting the approval of the Arab League," the spokesman for the Saudi Royal Palace said on Thursday morning, following a night of air strikes on Sana'a and the retaking of the airport in Aden. 
 
It's been revealed, meanwhile, that in behind-the-scenes discussions, four Arab states agreed to join the air strikes under the command of the Saudi defense minister, Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman.
 
During a tour Wednesday of the Saudi-Yemen border, Salman issued a stern warning to the rebels. "We are committed to the security of the Yemeni people," he declared. "If you continue to undermine the stability and threaten Saudi Arabia, you will get hit hard."
 
A spokesman for the Houthi rebels responded in kind, commenting: "We have already proved to you in 2009 how easy it is to invade the territory of the kingdom. Your army is weak. Today we are more skilled. When we decide to invade, we won't stop in the city of Mecca, but will continue on to Riyadh to topple the government institutions."
 
President Hadi, meanwhile, has gone underground. "He is in a secure location and is monitoring the military operation," his spokeswoman declared. And a status on the president's Facebook page reads: "We are currently taking measures to restore internal stability to our country. We will fly the flag of Yemen and not the Iranian flag over our homeland."
 
Washington isn't helping
 
The situation in Yemen took a turn for the worse some two months ago, when the Houthis, a Shiite opposition group founded in 1992 by Iran, managed to seize control of the capital, Sana'a. President Hadi and his prime minister, Khaled Bahah, were forced to announce their resignations. The Yemeni parliament rejected the resignations in an effort to preserve the government institutions, but Hadi insisted, and the government and parliament were dissolved. 
 
With the Houthis not satisfied with the president's resignation and threatening to assassinate him, Hadi got the message and went into hiding. "If you force me to stay in my position, he told the commanders of the Yemeni military, "the terrorists will get to me and eliminate me."
 
The Houthis then took control of the presidential palace in Sana'a, and their commander, Abdul Malik al-Houthi, declared: "We are staying here to conduct the fight against al-Qaeda in Yemen." 
 
Al-Houthi deliberately failed to make mention of the president-in-hiding and the collapse of the institutions of power: For him, the excuse was and remains the Sunni terrorist organization, which has set up an affiliate group in Yemen. On his way to shake the regime in Saudi Arabia, he has to block the terrorists.
 
While making efforts to enlist the help of his neighbors in the Gulf, Hadi has also appealed to the UN Security Council in New York, asking that it declare Yemen a no-fly zone and thus put an end to Iran's supply by air of weapons, military equipment and thousands of instructors and fighters to the rebel forces. 
 
The UN secretary-general is "checking" and "considering," and is definitely "concerned" - but he has yet to call a special session to discuss the grave ramifications of the situation in Yemen. And the United States, too, hasn't helped much at all. After Washington "forgot" to add Iran's name to the annual list of countries that sponsor terrorism, it is in no hurry to send force to Yemen. "We won't participate in the operation, but we will provide assistance," the White House announced on Thursday.
 
The Gulf States know by now not to rely on the Obama administration: Washington is engrossed up to its neck in fine tuning the nuclear deal with Iran; and as far as the US administration is concerned, Yemen can go ahead and sink deeper into a bloody conflict. Last week, after the attacks at the mosques in Sana'a that killed 137 people, the United States withdrew its 125 advisers who had been living in Yemen for years as "training instructors," but were actually involved in gathering intelligence on irregular movements in the Gulf. 
 
President Hadi, the Pentagon's protégé, got the message. He internalized the fact that if Yemen doesn't enlist the help of its neighbors in the Gulf, Iran will continue to make progress towards its ultimate goal - regime change in Saudi Arabia.
 
A Red Sea nightmare
 
From the perspective of the West, Yemen has always been a remote and uninteresting country. It is the poorest country in the Arab world, with a primitive economy, massive unemployment and a very high level (60 percent) of illiteracy. Of the 27 million citizens, two-thirds are Sunni Muslims and one-third are Shiite.
 
"The ayatollahs of Iran seek to take control of the Strait of Bab el-Mandeb so they can determine who can cross the Red Sea to the Suez Canal," says Dr. Yasser bin Hilal, a political science lecturer at the University of Sana'a, who traveled to Washington in an attempt to shake up the administration and the intelligence agencies.
 
"If they are successful, it will also affect the movement of ships sailing with goods from the Far East to the port of Ashdod in Israel. Try to picture the nightmare scenario - fighters in the uniforms of the Revolutionary Guards directing maritime traffic, boarding cargo ships, checking the cargoes and crew, and blocking passage to anything that doesn't serve their interests."
 
For its part, Saudi Arabia is issuing statements that could have been written in Jerusalem. "Iran is an aggressive state that is intervening and operating forces in the Arab world," Saudi Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal said this week at a joint press conference with his British counterpart, Philip Hammond. "Its nuclear weapons are a threat to the Gulf and the entire world."
 
He then went on to convey a message to the Obama administration, saying: "Striking a deal that Iran doesn't deserve is not right. Think, too, about the dangerous ramifications of the Iranians' 'second plan.'"
 
This "second plan", about which Israeli intelligence officials have been warning for the past five years, involves Iran's desire for Shiite control over the Arab world, with the ultimate objective being control over the Muslim holy sites in Saudi Arabia.
 
"We're dealing with two parallel courses of action," says influential Saudi media pundit Jamal Khashoggi. "If they halt the nuclear program by means of military force or a diplomatic move, as the Americans a currently trying to do, the Iranians will still be left with the threatening alternative of 'creeping progress' on the ground, throughout the Arab world.
 
"They are goal-oriented. They have a map of objectives to achieve on the road to Saudi Arabia."
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Hezbollah: Arabs should unite to attack Israel, not Yemen - By Itamar Sharon - http://www.timesofisrael.com/nasrallah-arabs-should-unite-to-attack-israel-not-yemen/
 
 
Hezbollah leader slams Saudi campaign: 'You say the new situation threatens you... Do you not feel the threat posed by Israel?'
 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah on Friday bemoaned the Saudi-led Arab coalition engaged in a campaign against rebels forces in Yemen, saying Arabs should unite against Israel rather than the Houthi militias who have taken over the capital Sanaa and much of the country over the past months. 
 
The leader of Lebanon's Shiite terror group slammed Saudi Arabia's intervention in Yemen, dubbed Operation Decisive Storm, calling it "surprising and painful." 
 
Hezbollah, like Yemen's Houthi rebels, is supported by Iran, which Saudi Arabia views as its main regional rival. Iran has openly armed and assisted Hezbollah since its creation, but both Iran and the Houthis deny Tehran has sent arms to the Yemeni rebels.
 
Nasrallah said Hezbollah would have been glad to be "partners" in a coalition against Israel, but lamented the fact that "for decades there has been no 'Decisive Storm,' not even a slight gust of resolve to fight Israel."
 
Nasrallah expressed wonder that Riyadh felt compelled to intervene in Yemen, when "everything that has happened in our region for years didn't necessitate Saudi intervention."
 
"You say the new situation in Yemen threatens your national security," he noted. "Do you not feel the threat posed by Israel, which has one of the strongest armies in the world?"
 
He continued: "This means that in the eyes of (the Saudis) Israel is not an enemy or a threat that requires such a 'storm.'"
 
Nasrallah accused Saudi Arabia of abandoning the Palestinian people, leaving the region to Israel "to murder and expel, and to the US to search for an illuionary diplomatic solution.
 
"You have money, so why do the Palestinain people live in poverty? This people has called on Iran to aid it, and Iran, despite the economic siege placed upon it thanks to you, has given everything it can to the Palestinian people, both by way of its diplomatic positions and through funding and weapons."
 
But Nasrallah denied that Yemen's rebels were being aided militarily be Iran.
 
"Where are the Iranian armies in Yemen and where are the Iranian bases there?" he asked.
 
The real reason for the campaign, Nasrallah asserted, "is that Saudi Arabia lost its control and dominance in Yemen and the aim of war is to restore control and hegemony over Yemen. Period."
 
The Hezbollah leader suggested Riyadh would suffer a "humiliating defeat" if it didn't resolve the conflict through negotiations.
 
"Throughout history, invaders were defeated and the invaders were humiliated," Nasrallah said. "The rulers in Saudi Arabia still have an opportunity in order not to face a humiliating defeat."
 
Nasrallah said the countries taking part in the military campaign should review their policies. "Should the region go to war because of Saudi money?" he asked.
 
In some of his harshest comments to date, Nasrallah accused Saudi Arabia of sending suicide attackers to Iraq and of creating the Islamic State group. Addressing Saudi Arabia, he said Iran had expanded its influence in the region because "you are lazy, losers, and you don't take responsibility."
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series

	[image: Welcome to Prophecy Update]

	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Blessing and Cursing - By Howard Green -   http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/green24.html 
 
 
The tongue has been used as an instrument to bless and curse, ever since people have interacted with one another. With the tongue we can edify, encourage, exhort, bless, comfort, and build-up people. The tongue is also used to tear down, gossip, curse, slander, and malign people. The fact that people in the world often speak in such a hateful way to others shouldn't be a surprise.  
 
What is surprising is that the vitriolic speech is becoming common place among many who would call themselves born-again Christians. What is an unbridled tongue indicative of, why it's an epidemic in the last days, and how should it be used for God's glory alone? Let's look together at the instrument of blessing and cursing and how the Bible tells us to use it.
 
James 3:7-12: "For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.  
 
From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water."
 
It wasn't that long ago...when a person wanted to communicate with someone, they had to send a letter or speak in person. That was the way we have communicated for countless centuries. Now we live in the age of instant...everything. Texts, messaging, Facebook, Twitter, email, and dozens of other platforms make communicating with one another easier than ever.  
 
Herein lies the problem: It's also never been easier or more convenient to allow hateful, hurtful, and ungodly talk to be spread so quickly.
 
Before we continue, I do want to clarify something: First...used for the right reasons and with pure motives, I believe social media and other platforms are great tools to spread the gospel, edify others, and communicate with loved ones. Modern technology has helped to spread the message of the Bible to the far corners of the globe and that would have been unfathomable just a decade or so ago.  
 
Second...as I write this article I'm also having to examine what I communicate to others around me. Far from casting stones, I pray this article helps each of us re-evaluate what proceeds out of our mouths with the ultimate benchmark question being: Who will receive glory for what I'm about to communicate?
 
Matthew 15:18: "But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person.
 
As I mentioned earlier...the angry, crass, and downright mean things communicated by the unsaved people in the world is the norm and seems to be the rule of the day. On the other hand, this type of communication has no place in the life of a true Christian. As a matter of preference, I use social media very little except to promote the message of the gospel.  
 
Regardless of how little or much time you spend on social media, it doesn't take long to observe the ugliness of the human heart. It's as simple as seeing a response to an opposing point of view on an article comment thread. No, I'm not referring to a NY Times, CNN, or Fox article.
 
I mean various articles in Christian Post, Christianity Today, and other media that would be identified as "Christian." I understand the obvious point that not all viewers of these publications are truly born-again. However; it would be a reasonable assessment to say that a majority of the readers would readily identify themselves as a Christian.
 
The point is this: The comments and responses of many people are nothing short of hateful. It's one thing to make a biblical point and be resolute about why; name calling, slander, and hatefulness is something completely different. This type of behavior is widespread and becoming typical for this generation.  
 
There are so many words spoken, written, and sent by text that can't be deleted or taken back. I say this because we need to remember that we are dealing with real people here...not fans, likes, or viewers, or subscribers. Social media is not a place to mention how much you love Jesus or the Bible, if your life pattern doesn't match what you profess.
 
If you do that you are grandstanding about religion. You are seeking glory for yourself, not God. It's something all together different when your life pattern, heart, and attitude line-up with what you profess. A person who is a professing Christianity is the same behind the keyboard and in the world. A holy, encouraging, Christ-like person who walks the walk is what others need to see because it is a reflection of our heavenly Father...not the world.
 
My pastor made a profound, yet simple point about what we communicate and I'll paraphrase:   Think, sleep on it, and pray...before you hit send!
 
2 Timothy 3:1-9: "But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.
 
Avoid such people. For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men."
 
Our time is marked by evil speech at every turn. Paul warned the church that a time was coming when some would seem like Christians (have an appearance of godliness) and deny it's power. In other words, if a person is truly converted...there will be fruit. I believe Paul had our days in mind when he penned those words to Timothy.
 
When Paul wrote to Timothy he mentioned people who were always learning, but never able to arrive at the knowledge of the truth. It's no different in our day, the only thing that has changed is there are a multitude of ways for some to have an appearance of godliness, but deny it's power.
 
Knowing the unbridled tongue (communication) is indicative of an un-repentant person or false conversion, what then is the fruit of a true disciple of Jesus?
 
1 Peter 1:13-19:  "Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, 'You shall be holy, for I am holy.'  
 
And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot."
 
How refreshing is a professing Christian who is actually a follower of God.  
 
These people are truly salt and light in this dark world. A holy life lived our inside and outside of church speaks volumes about the God we serve. These saints are vital to the building-up of other believers and they are a living testimony of the gospel to their unsaved friends, co-workers, and family members. God help us live out our profession of faith in every area.
 
Ephesians 4:29: "Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear."
 
We have such a great opportunity to use our tongue, social media, and other forms of communication to serve God and help others. As believers, let's be intentional about using these venues to explain the gospel to unbelievers and see some come to repentance. Let's use our tongues to build-up and encourage our brothers and sisters in the faith. Most of all...let's be intentional about letting what comes out of our mouths be for God's glory.
 
If you are struggling in this area and need help, I want you to know that many of us...myself included have had to surrender this to the Lord, also. Personally speaking, when the Lord showed me ugliness in my heart...I needed to repent of that sin. (That's just the way I talk, that's just the way I am, or I'm going to let 'em have it was just a front for the wickedness in my own heart.)
 
If God is showing you this in your life:  Repent and ask Him for forgiveness. The Lord will cleanse your heart of the wickedness and replace it with His Spirit. Jesus said, "Go and sin no more." To repent means you do a 180-degree turn from your sin, and do the will of God. You cannot do this on your own...it won't last long.  
 
You can't conjure up happy thoughts, nice speech, and goodness toward others. The Lord wants all of you. Yield to Him and He will cleanse your heart. He will give you the strength to live for Him, including transforming what comes from your mouth, because your heart will be renewed.
 
Psalm 51:10: "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me."
 
All for Him,
 
 Howard
 
www.concerningthetimes.com     
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1 Timothy 4:1 - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/03/1-timothy-41.html
 
 
But the [Holy] Spirit distinctly and expressly declares that in latter times some will turn away from the faith, giving attention to deluding and seducing spirits and doctrines that demons teach,
 
     I'm sure you all remember those old Saturday morning cartoons where Donald Duck or Elmer Fudd endured the ongoing battle between the little devil who sat on their left shoulder and the little angel who occupied the other shoulder.  Both whispered in their ears, giving them advice on how to behave or conduct themselves in a particular situation.  Think it's just the clever imagination of some creative cartoonist?  
 
     Timothy, in this Scripture, is exhorting us to be wary of this exact circumstance.  Ever since Lucifer and his followers were given access to this earthly realm, they have been whispering lies and counterfeit truths to our spirits.  Eve submitted to just such a "seducing spirit" that is mentioned in 1 Timothy 4:1, and every human being since, has been warned that there will be a spiritual battle for our souls.
 
     Not even the Church will be exempt from such delusions.  And if you believe, as I do, that the "latter times" spoken of here in our featured verse, are near; then you should be concerned about the number of people who call themselves Christians, yet have turned away from the faith (without even knowing it) by following false doctrine. 
 
     How many times in the Bible have you read "Do not be deceived?"  Certainly, in all the various translations of the Bible, Jesus makes his words in Matthew 24:4 clearly understood:  "Watch out that no one deceives you" (NIV); "See that no one leads you astray" (ESV); "Don't let anyone mislead you" (NLT).  And Peter, Paul, John and James all warn the saints against being deceived by false doctrine.
 
     Yet, we read in 2 Thessalonians 2:11 that God, Himself, will send "a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false."  Why?  Remember the time period that we are talking about ... the latter times; the End Times.  God is Sovereign in His plan, and He, alone, will determine the end of opportunity for man to receive the Truth.  All men will have ample time and occasion to answer God's call and seek His Truth.  When God determines that He is through tolerating wickedness upon the earth, He will turn men over to their misconceptions and their misunderstandings and their outright falsehoods.  
 
     It's easy to contemplate that happening among the unsaved, but what about the Church?  Have they succumbed to the whispers of lying spirits, and embraced the false doctrines propagated by Satan?  Just consider some of the doctrines that are part of the mainstream Church today:
 
*  Overemphasis of Prosperity.  I'm sure you are aware of the "Prosperity Gospel" that has drawn millions of Western Christians to its false promises.  False preachers have turned away from the faith preached by Jesus.  Our Savior warned us against storing up our treasure here on earth.  We are to be rich in faith, not possessions.  He never taught us that our faith would lead to worldly gain.  Shepherds who encourage their flock to seek after God in order to attain material wealth have been seduced by "doctrine that demons teach".
 
*  Exaggerated View of Grace.  We are now seeing what can be called "Hyper-Grace" in the Church.    The God of the New Testament has forsaken his judging ways, and is now a God of Grace and Mercy.  How many times have you heard Preachers announce from the pulpit, "We live in the Age of Grace"?  It's true, through Christ's atoning death on the Cross, we have received God's grace through faith; and through faith in His promises, we receive salvation.  But that's a one-sided view of God's character.  He did not change His commandment about repentance in order to receive Grace.  And without repentance, we can expect His judgment.  I have a feeling that there will be a lot of Christians who are surprised when they stand before the Great White Throne.  After all, it's called "Judgment Day", not "Grace Day".  Think that the Preachers who teach this lop-sided vision of God have been deluded?
 
* Challenging the Authority of the Word.  There are so many divisions in the Church today, and they pretty much center around how "Christians" interpret the Word.  You have those like Rob Bell, who are responsible for pushing the Emerging Church Movement, who support the view that there is a new paradigm of how the Bible should be perceived by those who call themselves faithful.  Basically, Bell and his adherents will tell you that much of the Bible is mythological, allegorical, symbolic, or just plain fable.  I've had members of this movement tell me that the Star of Bethlehem and the Wise Men are part of a folktale; that Mary did not experience a miraculous conception; and that Jesus did not know He was the Son of God until He was hanging on the Cross and died.  
 
     And what about the Denominations who have embraced same-sex marriage and homosexuality as Biblical concepts?  In order to accept these unbiblical doctrines, they must agree that God didn't really say what He said about sin in the Bible; or that He didn't really mean what He said.  Either way, lying spirits have succeeded in turning people away from the true faith.
 
*  Rejecting Hell.  How quickly has Western "Churchianity" turned to the delusion of this lie?  Fifty years ago, one would have been accused of heresy had he proposed this false doctrine.  But it is simply a "sign of the [End] times" that so many Pastors are now preaching that Hell does not exist.  As Steve Hill, of Heartland World Church Ministries, in Dallas teaches, "because we preach an imbalanced gospel-emphasizing God's love and ignoring His wrath, emphasizing His mercy and ignoring His justice-we no longer have room for hell and future punishment in our theology."
 
     In fact, Church leaders and pastors are completely eliminating the reality of hell from their denominational doctrines.  Perhaps that is why the Book of Revelation is so often ignored in Bible Study classes across this land.  If it were to be deliberated, it would be too hard to ignore Matthew Henry's expository on Revelation, Chapter 14:  "The enemies of Christ and his church are not destroyed, till by their sin they are ripe for ruin, and then he will spare them no longer. The wine-press is the wrath of God, some terrible calamity, probably the sword, shedding the blood of the wicked. The patience of God towards sinners, is the greatest miracle in the world; but, though lasting, it will not be everlasting; and ripeness in sin is a sure proof of judgment at hand."
 
     These are just a few of the doctrinal delusions that plague the Church today.  We must realize that they originate in the spiritual and demonic realm.  What passes for "religion" is often the result of the "deluding and seducing spirits and doctrines that demons teach"; this is the precise warning that Timothy gives us in our Scripture today.  As true Christians, we must pray that God will protect our minds from these deceptive teachings and break the stronghold of any false doctrines that have crept into our personal faith.  Pray for the discernment of the Holy Spirit, and ask God to shine His light on your understanding so that you will not turn away from faith in Him and His Word.  
 
     Jesus said that in the Last Days, even the elect could be deceived.  With heartfelt prayer and a true desire to keep to the authority of the Word, God will deliver us from deception.  Pray and Believe!
 
For further enlightenment, I urge you to read Steve Hill's article, "The 7 Great Lies in the Church Today." - http://www.charismamag.com/spirit/spiritual-growth/17093-the-7-great-lies-in-the-church-today 
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King for a day - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/king-for-a-day/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie explains significance of Jesus' 2nd temple cleansing
 
What makes you mad? Everyone gets ticked off by something. What really angers you? A lot of things that irritate me have to do with cell phones or texting.
 
Now, I was excited when this technology first came out. I remember going to an Apple convention in San Francisco when the first iPhone was unveiled. The phone was on display behind thick Plexiglas, accompanied by an armed guard. People crowded around it but still had to keep their distance. It was the closest thing to modern idolatry that I've ever seen. Of course, when the iPhone was released, it changed the industry. Everyone copied that phone. It became the new standard.
 
But today what drives me crazy are people with cell phones. It seems as though there's an unwritten code that people with the loudest ringtones are obligated to let them ring at least eight times before they answer. And then there are the Bluetooth devices. I have no problem with Bluetooth devices, but we don't need to keep them on all the time. Apparently some people think they are fashion accessories. I saw someone the other day with one in each ear. I thought, This has to stop now.
 
There are things that annoy us, and there are things that make us angry. There is even a place for righteous anger. But what we don't want is sinful anger. The Bible tells us, "In your anger do not sin" (Ephesians 4:26 NIV).
 
It may surprise you to know that even Jesus was angry (but he never sinned). The Bible gives us a rare glimpse into the very human emotion of Jesus as he made his way into Jerusalem for the last time, on a Sunday. It was the final week in the earthly life and ministry of Christ. As the crowd laid down palm branches before him, there was a sense of expectancy that something big was about to happen.
 
The perception was that Jesus was about to take control. The people thought Jesus was about to overthrow the Romans, who were occupying the land of Israel, and that he would be their king, their Messiah. They didn't understand the scriptural teaching about the role of the Messiah. They failed to see that the Messiah would first suffer before he would reign. Before the throne there would be the cross. And the same ones who were crying "Hosanna!" on Sunday would be crying "Crucify Him!" on Friday. He was king, but only for a day.
 
If Jesus had been the militant Messiah the people wanted, he would have brought an army into Jerusalem and attacked the Roman garrison at the fortress of Antonia. Instead, he leveled his anger not at the pagans of Rome but at his own people. His own people had gone astray. And instead of driving the Romans out, he went into the Jewish temple and overturned the tables.
 
This was not an explosion of anger; it was righteous indignation. Mark's gospel gives us these details: "When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves, and he stopped everyone from using the Temple as a marketplace" (11:15-16 NLT).
 
Some people have an image of Jesus as a scrawny sort of guy who never lifted much of anything. But I think Jesus was muscular. Why? Because he walked everywhere. He was a carpenter. He chopped down trees. He framed houses. He built furniture. He did heavy labor. He was a strong man. And after he had been scourged, he was still walking. Even Pilate said of Jesus, "Behold the Man!" (John 19:5 NKJV)
 
It's a bold act to overturn a table. If you want to make a point, then throw over a table, especially if someone is sitting there. That will get people's attention. And that is exactly what Jesus was trying to do. Why was this such a big deal to Jesus? Because the people Jesus drove away were running a scam. They were keeping people from coming into the temple and worshiping God. They were restricting people from having access to God. They were essentially saying, "Your sacrifices aren't acceptable, and you can only use our sacrifices that are preapproved. If you will pay the extra money, then we will make them available to you." Their sin was ultimately keeping people from God. And God doesn't like it when we keep people away from him.
 
This happens in some churches today. Someone may walk in and be turned away: "You can't come in here dressed like that. Please go." But the church is a place to meet God and worship God. Jesus doesn't say, "Clean up your life and come to me." Rather, he says, "Come to me, and I will clean up your life."
 
As for the temple in Jerusalem, it was the second time that Jesus cleaned it up. After the first time, things probably ran well for a while. The moneychangers were gone, and people once again had free and open access to the temple. But perhaps after a little time had passed, one guy set up his table. No one stopped him, so another guy set up his. Soon maybe there were even more tables than there had ever been, and the whole racket was starting again.
 
God understood that the problem was not with the government but with his people. Today in the United States, we are quick to point fingers at our government, our culture, and Hollywood - and justly so in many ways. But at the same time, when God looks at a nation that is having a spiritual and moral breakdown, he points his finger at his own people. The words of 2 Chronicles 7:14 originally were addressed to Israel, but in principle, they are applicable to any nation. God said, "If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land" (NIV).
 
If God's people would live as they should as Christians, if we would live as we ought to as followers of Jesus, it would affect everything around us.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Passover and Palm Sunday - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/holidays-and-holy-days/passover-and-palm-sunday/ 
 
 
The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." (John 1:29,34).
 
John the Baptist had been preaching about the coming Messiah, identifying himself as the forerunner Isaiah had promised over 700 years earlier.  Quoting from Isaiah 40:3 John said, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord ' " (John 1:23).
 
Introducing Jesus to Israel as the Lamb of God was no doubt meant to prompt a comparison between Jesus and the Passover lamb in their minds. Reading about the first Passover (Exodus 12:1-20) from a Christian perspective makes the similarity so clear we wonder how they could have missed it. In fact several hundred Old Testament Prophecies were fulfilled in the life of Jesus and many of these came in the last week of His earthly life during the two events we'll be celebrating in the next few days, Palm Sunday for the Church and Passover for Israel.
 
For Christ, Our Passover Lamb, Has Been Sacrificed ... 1 Cor. 5:7
 
By now the Passover story should be familiar to us.  God had sent Moses to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and bring them into the Promised Land.  But Pharaoh had refused to let them go.  Right from the beginning he had said;
 
"Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go" (Exodus 5:2). Pharaoh considered himself to be a god, and therefore equal to any other god.
 
And so God had brought a series of plagues against Egypt.  He turned their water to blood.  He caused an infestation of frogs, then one of gnats, and after that, one of flies.  He made their livestock drop dead.  He caused an outbreak of painful boils, a great hailstorm that destroyed their crops, a plague of locusts that ate what was left, and another of darkness.  Through these 9 plagues, Pharoah had remained just as obstinate as God had predicted, and refused to let the Israelites go. Now the final showdown between God and Pharaoh was coming. 
 
Now the Lord had said to Moses, "I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. Tell the people that men and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold" (Exodus 11:1-2).
 
The 10th plague, the death of all the firstborn, would break Pharoah's will and free the Israelites from their bondage, but first they had to be protected from it
 
On the 10th day of the 1st month God had them select a male lamb for each household and inspect it for 3 days to be sure it had no blemish or defect. Then it was slaughtered, and its blood was applied to the door posts of their homes. Sunset brought the 14th of the month, and after cooking the lamb, each family gathered behind closed doors in their own house, and ate it quickly with some bitter herbs and unleavened bread, not venturing outside.  At midnight the destroying angel came through Egypt and took the life of the first born of every family, except for those who had covered their door posts with lamb's blood (Exodus 12:1-13, 21-23, 28-30).
 
The next morning the Israelites were released from their bondage.  As instructed, they all asked their Egyptian neighbors for articles of silver and gold and were given the wealth of Egypt.  (Later, this silver and gold would be used to build the tabernacle.)  Then they began their journey to the Promised Land with God in their midst.  They weren't spared because they were Jewish, or because they had lamb for dinner the previous night, but because they applied the lamb's blood to their door posts, believing that it would protect them. They were saved through faith by the blood of the lamb.
 
Here's something I'd like you to think about for a moment.  Two years after the exodus from Egypt the Lord had Moses take a census of the all the people, listing by name every male 20 years old or older who could serve in the army. The number of those who met the requirements totaled 603,550 (Numbers 1:1-46).  When you consider the elderly, all those males under 20, and the females of all ages, most scholars agree that the total Israelite population would have been about 1.5 million at the time.
 
Now what do you think the chances are that in a group of that size some would be unable to travel on any given day due to age, illness, injury, or some other infirmity.  And yet not a single Israelite was left behind.  I believe one of the greatest Passover miracles goes largely unmentioned.  I believe the Lord miraculously healed everyone who needed it on that day, so all would be able to travel.
 
Just as the Israelites were slaves in Egypt, we are slaves in this world, held in bondage to sin. On that first Palm Sunday, the 10th day of the 1st month, our Passover Lamb was selected by allowing people to hail Him as Israel's King for the first and only time in His life.  When the Pharisees told him to rebuke His disciples for doing so, He said if they kept silent the very stones would cry out (Luke 19:39-40).  This was the day ordained in history for His official appearance as their Messiah.
 
For the next 3 days He was subjected to the most intense questioning of His entire ministry lest there be any defects found in His words or deeds. Then on the 14th He was crucified, releasing us from our bondage to sin, and qualifying us to receive the wealth of His Kingdom.  We are saved through faith by the blood of the Lamb.  But we're getting ahead of ourselves.
 
The Son of Man Wept, The Son of God Warned
 
As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city He wept over it and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace - but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in from every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone upon another because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you" (Luke 19:41-44).
 
The prophet Daniel had laid out the schedule for them over 500 years earlier. From the time the Jews were given permission to rebuild Jerusalem following its destruction by the Babylonians, to the coming of the Messiah, there would be 69 periods of 7 years each, or 483 years (Daniel 9:25). History tells us that this permission was given to Nehemiah by the Persian ruler Artaxerxes Longimonus in March of 445 BC (Nehemiah 2:1-9). That Sunday when Jesus rode into Jerusalem to the shouts of  "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord" (Luke 19:38, Psalm 118:26) it was exactly 483 years later. By then most of the Jewish leadership no longer took their Scriptures literally and the validity of predictive prophecy was being denied.  As a consequence, they failed to recognize Him and the prophecy of Luke 19:41-44 was fulfilled in graphic detail 38 years later.
 
Their rejection of predictive prophecy notwithstanding, the Lord held them accountable for knowing when He would officially present Himself as their King, riding into the city on a donkey just as the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 foretold.  Given that He had already fulfilled hundreds of additional prophecies of His coming, we can see His point.  Remember, these prophecies were all fulfilled in the span of one lifetime, the one in which He came. There are hundreds more prophecies relating to His Second Coming, and again all will be fulfilled within the span of one lifetime, the one in which He comes (Matt 24:34).  And just as it was then, our leaders no longer take the Bible literally and the validity of predictive prophecy is again being denied.  But even so, the Lord will hold the people of our day  accountable to "recognize the time of God's coming" just like He did back then.
 
Who Was That Man?
 
I've received a number of emails over the years from people I assume to be Jewish claiming that Jesus didn't meet a single requirement to be Israel's Messiah.  I've come to realize they think this way because Israel was looking for a Messiah to fulfill what we know as second coming prophecies.  They wanted the Lion of Judah, a powerful warrior king like David, who could throw off the Roman yoke and restore Israel's kingdom.  They didn't think they needed a Savior because they were convinced that keeping the Law would save them.  Therefore, when they got the Lamb of God who came to take away their sins they rejected Him.
 
Today, because of a similar denial of the validity of prophecy, much of the world is looking for some version of the Lamb of God.  They want a gentle teacher who will accept us all just as we are and promise to show us the way to peace and plenty.  They won't think they deserve a conqueror, so when the Lion of Judah comes to utterly destroy His enemies and establish God's Kingdom, they won't recognize Him until it's too late (Matt. 24:30).  Like the man said, "Those who don't learn from history are condemned to repeat it." You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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