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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Quartet envoys in Jerusalem to work toward restarting peace talks
1. 260 Ukrainian immigrants set to arrive in Israel
1. Army demolishes home of Hebron terrorist who murdered Israeli
1. Israeli Arabs warn gov't: Razing Beduin settlement is 'declaration of war'
1. US condemns UN call for list of firms operating in West Bank 
1. Israel cuts power to Jericho over ongoing PA debt
1. Palestinian film claiming Israel digging under al-Aksa threatens to inflame tensions 
1. Egyptian forces destroy 3-kilometer-long tunnel on Gaza border
1. Claim: Israeli Aircraft Struck Islamic State Targets in Egypt's Sinai
1. Why hasn't ISIS attacked Israel?
1. Intel group: ISIS urges attacks on German chancellery, Bonn airport
1. Coalition has 'momentum' against IS group: Pentagon official
1. ISIS Claims Responsibility for Attack in Russia, Reportedly Killing 10
1. Report: US and Russia agree to Assad's departure to another country
1. Kremlin denies report of Russia-US deal on Assad's future 
1. Assad rejects Syria 'transitional body' demanded by opposition
1. Assad: Syria transitional govt must include regime and opposition
1. Assad says ready to hold early elections if Syrian people want it 
1. Migrant arrivals to Greece rise sharply despite EU-Turkey deal
1. French fashion mogul Pierre Berge hits out at 'Islamic' clothing accusing them of taking part in the "enslavement of women"
1. French seize weapons cache in Indian Ocean that may have come from Iran
1. Khamenei says missiles, not just talks, key to Iran's future
1. World powers to UN: Iran missile tests pose threat to Israel
1. US and EU powers send letter to UNSC over Iranian missile launches
1. US senator concerned over UN, Iran missiles and nuclear pact
1. US may allow dollars to be used in Iran business deals
1. Report: Saudi Arabia buys drones from Israel through South Africa
1. U.S. says it will not recognize South China Sea exclusion zone
1. One dead, dozens wounded in wave of bombs in south Thailand
1. Obama, Asian leaders to huddle on North Korea nuclear threat
1. Nuclear terrorism fears loom over Obama's final atomic summit
1. The killer robot threat: Pentagon examining how enemy nations could empower machines
1. Giant remote-controlled cyborg beetles could replace drones
1. U.S. to Fight Cyber Attacks With 'Brain-Inspired' IBM Chip
1. Why the Fed rate talk was 'a bunch of nonsense' - The Federal Reserve was never hiking rates four times this year
1. Oil Declines as Rising U.S. Crude Stockpiles Expand Global Glut
1. Planet Nine is fact or theoretical myth, Astromers are in clash
1. Could 'Planet X' Cause Comet Catastrophes on Earth?
1. 5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Saparua, Indonesia
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Calama, Chile
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Lae, Papua New Guinea
1. Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
1. Cotopaxi volcano in Ecuador erupts to 20,000ft
1. Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 18,000ft
1. Kerinci volcano in Indonesia erupts to 16,000ft
1. Mt Etna volcano in Italy erupts to 15,000ft
1. Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Alaid volcano on the Kuril Islands erupts to 10,000ft
1. Chikurachki volcano on the Kuril Islands erupts to 10,000ft
1. Kanlaon volcano in the Philippines erupts, travel restricted
1. At least 7 injured after tornadoes, severe weather rip through parts of Oklahoma
1. Mexico City temporarily restricts all cars after smog alert
1. Custom 3-D printed scalp, hair helps cancer survivors feel like themselves again
1. Measles case shuts down California elementary school
1. Long-Term Antibiotics Fail Again in Lyme Disease
1. Scientists take aim at Zika through mapping its genes 
1. New Source Of Transplant Organs For Patients With HIV: Others With HIV
1. New F.D.A. Guidelines Ease Access to Abortion Pill
1. Donald Trump's claim he evolved into 'pro-life' views, like Ronald Reagan
1. Trump walks back statement on women being punished for abortion if procedure banned
1. Virginia Governor Vetoes Bill to Defund Planned Parenthood Abortion Giant
1. Planned Parenthood raises concerns with Alaska abortion bill
1. British magistrate fired for opposing gay adoption: 'I believe we need to stand and say what is right'
1. California sisters who run a medicinal marijuana business pictured smoking cannabis
1. Bible charity vows to continue translation work after murders of four employees
1. First graders suspended after plotting to kill classmate
1. At least 10 reported killed, 150 believed trapped after overpass collapses in India
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: The Promise of His Coming: "How Long O Lord?" 
1. "This Intifada is worse than the last" 
1. Russia, China, Iran will rebuild Syria: Al Assad  
1. Islamic State is on the brink of using NUCLEAR WEAPONS, chilling report warns  
1. Depressing Survey Results Show How Extremely Stupid America Has Become  
1. Gold, Silver and Precious Stones or Wood, Hay, and Stubble?  
1. Daily Jot: The prophetic Islamic invasion of the US 
1. Daily Devotion: The Strength to Go On 
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The Promise of His Coming: "How Long O Lord?" - By Tovi Groeneweg -
http://raptureready.com/soap2/groeneweg1.html
 
My heart echoes this yearning call of the psalmist, as I know many do. While we wait for His long expected coming; it is hard not to become discouraged, especially when we see the world around us falling further and further into disorder and degradation. But God does not allow this waiting without the best of reasons for His creation.
 
 I usually have great peace about the timing of the Rapture, now. It has not always been so, and  at times of stress I can still be overwhelmed. Like Peter, I see the storm of life around me and lose my focus on Jesus (Matthew 14:22-23). But the Lord has taught me how to find that peace again. Several things have helped.
 
 First, this verse in 2 Peter 2:7-9, has meant much and has reassured me:
 
"And if He rescued Lot, a righteous man who was greatly distressed by the immoral conduct of lawless people - for as long as that righteous man lived among them, day after day he was being tortured in his righteous soul by what he saw and heard in their lawless actions - then the Lord knows how to rescue godly people from their trials and to hold unrighteous people for punishment on the day of judgment."
 
 Even though it is distressing to realize that our world has to get worse and worse, (and even harder to watch), the verse shows that God is equipping us for it. He told us what to expect and promises that He will not be late, as Habakkuk 2:3 reinforces:
 
 "For the revelation pertains to an appointed time - it speaks truthfully about the end. Though it delays, wait for it, because it will surely come about - it will not be late!"  
 
 Second, a wonderful illustration in C.S. Lewis' book, The Silver Chair also reassures me by building understanding of my human nature. When the children and their guide in the story are struggling through treacherous terrain in response to Aslan's directions to rescue Prince Rilian, although  hungry and suffering from exposure,  they are at first single minded and committed to the task in spite of the horrendous conditions.
 
 But once they learn of a warm and inviting castle ahead, they become more focused on their misery and grow grumpy and impatient. They can think of nothing but the comforts denied them and forget their former support of each other and commitment to the task. I have found the hope of heaven can sometimes make me impatient to be there and I forget to care and pray for others in my misery. Again, like Peter turning to look at the storm.
 
 Many years ago God taught me through a friend that what He wants most from us is to trust Him. Fifteen years ago He put that lesson to the test and took from me along waited for gift that meant the most to me of all His gifts. Then followed trial after trial and for someone who, in spite of many mistakes and missteps, had taken God's call on my life seriously, these lessons were confusing and disturbing. But I LEARNED so much!  
 
 Mostly I learned how to trust. I learned it is a discipline that needs to be practiced every day, as well as being fed through prayer and the Word, so that it becomes habitual. 2 Corinthians 10:5 explains it this way, "...we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ."
 
 Trusting is essential for peace and it includes the sacrificial attitude; "Lord, thy will be done." Jan Karon, author of a fictional series steeped in biblical references, writes of this as "The prayer that never fails." And even though it can be very difficult to pray, I've found when it is prayed, the Lord will work in us to give us peace.
 
 I also learned to focus on right  now, not tomorrow, not next week or next year, but right now. "Am I all right now? Am I safe now?" In spite of great emotional pain, the answer was always yes. It is when I think about what is coming that I get into trouble. The Lord promises our needs will be met and I cannot deny that. I have experienced His hand at work too many times to count.
 
Even though the Rapture is speeding closer and closer, God is longing to help us  through the trouble, heartbreak and discouragement of our times right now. I was  often longing for it as a solution to the sadness in my heart, but as many of us have  learned, hanging onto His gifts, even the promise of His gifts, including the Rapture, is  not the same as hanging onto Him, and can cause disappointment and despair.
 
 Proverbs 3:5-6 puts it this way:
 
 " Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not depend on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight."
 
 And finally, knowing that our jobs here, like those of the children in The Silver Chair, are salvation, what I am learning now while I wait is that we don't all get to do the same thing in that regard. A few of us are given the harvesting jobs of the professional evangelist or pastor, more are given a mix of jobs that may change overtime and need.  
 
 These essential jobs usually appear far less glamorous with results that are harder to see. We are asked to prepare the fields of the hearts around us, figuratively plowing, picking out stones, providing nourishment. We are asked to sow the seeds of the awareness of God's love and the need for His forgiveness and to tend to the needs of the burgeoning seeds, watering them drop by drop, day after day, by prayer and examples of righteous and sacrificial living.  
 
 To prepare the hearts and souls around us over the years by sincere love and sometimes unrequited friendship, waiting on the Holy Spirit's leading for opportunities and the words to bring God into our conversations in this time, like Lot's, can seem tedious at times and when results are not seen, unsatisfying. But this is the job we are called to.
 
 These most precious children of God-to-be, that because of our fallen state, we are unable to value as Christ does, are the sacrifices of remaining here and the fruit of our labors with which Christ will reward us. All the little bits of our combined effort will result in the greatest of joys as Christ says to us, "See, John is here because your love inspired him. Jane is here because your drenching prayers helped her see Me. Meet James and Joan, here because you prayed for strangers on the bus and in the store."  
 
 Just as the "joy" was before Christ (Hebrews 12:2), so will it then be for us. It is marvelous and full of wonder, and while I, too, long for that day with all my heart, I know that God's purpose for me here is of the highest importance, in spite of my insignificance to the world-or I would not be here.
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'This Intifada is worse than the last' - http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/This-Intifada-is-worse-than-the-last-449648
 
New survey finds that the majority of those asked said that they felt "the security situation is more serious today compared to the Second Intifada."
 
Six months into a wave of stabbings, shootings and car ramming attacks by Palestinians against Israelis, the strain is showing. A survey conducted by the Smith Polling Institute found that the majority of those asked said that they felt "the security situation is more serious today compared to the Second Intifada." 
 
Since mid-September, 34 Israelis have been killed in attacks by Palestinians. In this time period there have been 211 stabbings, 83 shootings and 42 vehicular attacks, according to information on the Foreign Ministry's website. Approximately 200 Palestinians were killed by Israelis over the same period, 130 of whom were said by Israel to have been conducting an attack at the time of their death. The remaining 70 people died in clashes with Israeli security forces or with Jewish residents living in the West Bank.
 
The Second Intifada (Palestinian uprising) lasted from 2000 to 2005 and was responsible for the deaths of an estimated 3,000 Palestinians and 1,000 Israelis. Suicide bombings were a frequent occurrence in those years. Opinion differs as to whether the recent increase in violence in Israel and the Palestinian Territories amounts to a full intifada or not.
 
"An indifferent reaction cannot be expected from the Israeli public when the level of risk to the citizens has increased significantly," Pini Schiff, CEO of the National Association of Security Companies, said in a statement released with the findings of the polling. 
 
Statistics from the survey were released in anticipation of the Israel Security Conference taking place on April 12 which will bring together elements from the Israeli private security sector and official institutions such as the police, intelligence agencies and the Ministry of the Interior. Of the 500 adult Israelis polled, 51% said that they found security worse now than in the early 2000s. A further 53% said they felt their personal security had diminished in the last two or three years.
 
"Now it's the Third Intifada and it is the worst one (of the three)," Galit, a shop worker selling bags and accessories on Jaffa Road, Jerusalem's main commercial street, told The Media Line. The frequency and the random nature of the current 'lone wolf' attacks are what makes them so scary, she suggested. "With the (suicide) bombings it was one at a time - one every two, three four months. The stabbings happen every day."
 
Not everyone agrees. While acknowledging that attacks are occurring more frequently today, Dan Levi, a young Israeli working at the Jerusalem Hostel, said that the lethal nature of the bombings fifteen years ago contributed to a greater feeling of insecurity. "The Second Intifada was serious. I was a teenager and I knew people who died. Buses were exploding, it was really scary," he told The Media Line.
 
As a result of the current violence, 56% of those asked said that they "refrained from travelling on public transportation and/or entering crowded public places." 
 
During the Second Intifada it became common for Israelis to avoid eating in restaurants or traveling on buses, both of which were viewed as easy targets for suicide bombers. Samuel, a young religious Israeli who immigrated to the country from America four years ago, told The Media Line he felt his security was no better or worse than it was when he first arrived, though he conceded he had changed his behavior because of the recent attacks. 
 
"I don't walk through the Muslim quarter (of the Old City) anymore on my way to the Kotel (Western Wall). It's quicker, it saves me about ten minutes, but I walk the roundabout way through Jaffa Gate now," he said. 
 
This he does on account of the recent spate of stabbings which Samuel described as the main danger today. A year ago car rammings and attacks on public transport were the greater threat so he avoided standing at bus stops or traveling on the train, he explained. At the upcoming security conference the role of security guards and armed civilians as a counter-weight to the unpredictable phenomenon of 'lone wolf' attacks will be discussed. 
 
"If you look at what's happened in the last six, seven months, most of these terror attacks were stopped by (armed) civilians," Iran Gil, CEO of the security firm HSMT, told The Media Line. 
 
A question on the agenda is how much responsibility for security the state should relinquish to civilians. There is a balancing act required between allowing civilians, who may have limited training, to be armed, and protecting people from ongoing attacks, Gil said. In the meantime, the role of security guards is emerging as an important, and often first, line of defense.
 
"Just yesterday (parliament) passed a law that security personnel should go home with their weapons (at the end of a work shift). This means an extra 50,000 weapons (will be) on the streets every day," the CEO said.
 
This might be a comfort to the 69% of Israelis polled who said they felt "that a civilian carrying a weapon in a public place largely contributes to a sense of personal security."
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Russia, China, Iran will rebuild Syria: Al Assad - http://gulfnews.com
 
Al Assad says contracts will be awarded to those who backed Damascus in the five-year conflict that cost the country over $200b
 
Moscow: The brutal five-year conflict in Syria has cost the country over $200 billion (176 billion euros), President Bashar Al Assad said in an interview released Wednesday, insisting Damascus would look to Russia, China and Iran to rebuild the nation.
 
"The economic damage and the damage to infrastructure exceeds $200 billion," Al Assad told Russian state news agency RIA Novosti.
 
"Economic issues can be settled immediately, when the situation stabilizes in Syria, but rehabilitating the infrastructure will take a long time," Al Assad said in comments translated into Russian.
 
The Syrian strongman said any future contracts to help rebuild the country would be handed out to companies from nations that had backed Damascus during the bloody conflict.
 
"Of course we expect that this process will be based on three main countries that supported Syria during this crisis - Russia, China and Iran," Al Assad said.
 
Russia has deployed its military to Syria to back up troops loyal to longstanding ally Al Assad with a bombing campaign, and the Syrian leader said Moscow's forces would be needed in the country for some time to come.
 
"We need their presence as they are effective in the fight against terrorism even if the situation in terms of security in Syria is stabilizing," Al Assad said, adding that Russia's bases were also required to maintain "balance in the world".
 
Moscow announced it was withdrawing part of its forces from Syria on March 14 after a ceasefire between Damascus and moderate opposition saw fighting drop.
 
Al Assad also said a transitional government of his war-torn country should include both the regime and the opposition.
 
He said it would be "logical for there to be independent forces, opposition forces and forces loyal to the government represented there".
 
UN-mediated talks involving Damascus and the opposition paused last week with the sides still deadlocked over Al Assad's fate, whom the opposition insists must leave power before a transitional government is agreed.
 
Western officials fear the Syrian opposition will drop out of the peace talks in Geneva entirely unless Russia's ally Al Assad agrees to step down.
 
In the interview, Al Assad did not touch on his own future, saying only that the makeup of the transitional government should be agreed upon at the negotiations in Switzerland.
 
"There are many questions that need to be discussed in Geneva, but there are not difficult questions," Assad said. "I don't consider them difficult, they can all be resolved."
 
The Syrian opposition rejected Al Assad's statements, saying Syria needs a transitional ruling body with full executive powers and not a participatory government under Al Assad.
 
"The government, whether it's new or old, as long as it is in the presence of Al Assad, is not part of the political process," said George Sabra, a negotiator for the High Negotiations Committee (HNC) representing the Syrian opposition at Geneva peace talks.
 
"What Al Assad is talking about has no relation to the political process," said Sabra.
 
Asaad Al Zoubi, an HNC member, said the Syrian people and the Geneva negotiating team want "a transitional ruling body will full executive powers and authorities, including presidential authority".
 
"Whereas the regime wants a participatory government," he said.
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Islamic State is on the brink of using NUCLEAR WEAPONS, chilling report warns - By Charlie Peat - http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/656947/Islamic-State-ISIS-daesh-brink-nuclear-weapons-chilling-report-bomb-West
 
THE barbaric Islamic State could be on the brink of unleashing nuclear weapons against the West, a top researcher has warned.
 
Harvard researcher Matthew Bunn revealed that extremist groups such as ISIS are "evolving" and could be armed with nuclear weapons in the near future.
 
The report on Managing the Atom by the US university researcher details the threat of three types of nuclear or radiological terrorism.
 
This includes detonation of a nuclear bomb, sabotage of a nuclear facility and use of a dirty bomb to spread radioactive material.
 
But the report looks in greater detail at the possibility of a nuclear bomb being detonated as it would be "most catastrophic".
 
The report comes as the Nuclear Security Summit sets to take place today in Washington.
 
Western leaders including David Cameron are growing increasingly fearful that terrorist groups are closer than ever to their goal of obtaining a chemical or nuclear warhead.
 
The authors also wrote: "The radiation from a dirty bomb, by contrast, might not kill anyone-at least in the near term-but could impose billions of dollars in economic disruption and cleanup costs.
 
"The effects of sabotage of a nuclear facility would depend heavily on the specific nature of the attack, but would likely range between the other two types of attack in severity.
 
"The difficulty of achieving a successful sabotage is also intermediate between the other two."
 
The report looks into ways to tighten up security at nuclear sites as well as protecting hospitals and industrial sites in a desperate bid to stop such attacks.
 
It says: "Making a crude nuclear bomb would not be easy, but is potentially within the capabilities of a technically sophisticated terrorist group, as numerous government studies have confirmed."
 
The two-day summit will be hosted by Barack Obama and comes in the wake of the Brussels terror attacks which left 31 people dead.
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NOW BOTH DVDs FOR ONLY $29.95


NOW SHIPPING!!!

MAGOG RISING

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.

The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War

 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVDS - CLICK HERE
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For every "Convergence" DVD that you purchase, you will receive a second one for FREE to out hand out or give away. For example, if you buy 5 DVDs, you will receive 10.

"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.


All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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Depressing Survey Results Show How Extremely Stupid America Has Become - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/depressing-survey-results-show-how-extremely-stupid-america-has-become
 
Ten years ago, a major Hollywood film entitled "Idiocracy" was released, and it was an excellent metaphor for what would happen to America over the course of the next decade.  In the movie, an "average American" wakes up 500 years in the future only to discover that he is the most intelligent person by far in the "dumbed down" society that he suddenly finds himself in.  Sadly, I truly believe that if people of average intellect from the 1950s and 1960s were transported to 2016, they would likely be considered mental giants compared to the rest of us.  We have a country where criminals are being paid $1000 a month not to shoot people, and the highest paid public employee in more than half the states is a football coach.  Hardly anyone takes time to read a book anymore, and yet the average American spends 302 minutes a day watching television.  75 percent of our young adults cannot find Israel on a map of the Middle East, but they sure know how to find smut on the Internet.  It may be hard to believe, but there are more than 4 million adult websites on the Internet today, and they get more traffic than Netflix, Amazon and Twitter combined.
 
What in the world has happened to us?  How is it possible that we have become so stupid?  According to a brand new report that was recently released, almost 10 percent of our college graduates believe that Judge Judy is on the Supreme Court...
 
The American Council of Trustees and Alumni publishes occasional reports on what college students know.
 
Nearly 10 percent of the college graduates surveyed thought Judith Sheindlin, TV's "Judge Judy," is a member of the U.S. Supreme Court. Less than 20 percent of the college graduates knew the effect of the Emancipation Proclamation. More than a quarter of the college graduates did not know Franklin D. Roosevelt was president during World War II; one-third did not know he was the president who spearheaded the New Deal.
 
It can be tempting to laugh at numbers like these until you realize that survey after survey has come up with similar results.
 
Just consider what Newsweek found a few years ago...
 
When NEWSWEEK recently asked 1,000 U.S. citizens to take America's official citizenship test, 29 percent couldn't name the vice president. Seventy-three percent couldn't correctly say why we fought the Cold War. Forty-four percent were unable to define the Bill of Rights. And 6 percent couldn't even circle Independence Day on a calendar.
 
Even worse were the extremely depressing results of a study conducted a few years ago by Common Core...
 
*Only 43 percent of all U.S. high school students knew that the Civil War was fought some time between 1850 and 1900.
*More than a quarter of all U.S. high school students thought that Christopher Columbus made his famous voyage across the Atlantic Ocean after the year 1750.
*Approximately a third of all U.S. high school students did not know that the Bill of Rights guarantees freedom of speech and freedom of religion.
*Only 60 percent of all U.S. students knew that World War I was fought some time between 1900 and 1950.
 
Of course survey results can be skewed, and much hinges on how the questions are asked.
 
However, even studies that are scientifically conducted confirm how stupid America has become.  In fact, a report from the Educational Testing Service found that Americans are falling way behind much of the rest of the industrialized world.  The following comes from CBS News...
 
Americans born after 1980 are lagging their peers in countries ranging from Australia to Estonia, according to a new report from researchers at the Educational Testing Service (ETS). The study looked at scores for literacy and numeracy from a test called the Program for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies, which tested the abilities of people in 22 countries.
 
The results are sobering, with dire implications for America. It hints that students may be falling behind not only in their early educational years but at the college level. Even though more Americans between the ages of 20 to 34 are achieving higher levels of education, they're still falling behind their cohorts in other countries. In Japan, Finland and the Netherlands, young adults with only a high school degree scored on par with American Millennials holding four-year college degrees, the report said.
 
Out of 22 countries that were part of the study, the Educational Testing Service found that Americans were dead last in tech proficiency, dead last in numeracy and only two countries performed worse than us when it came to literacy proficiency...
 
Half of American Millennials score below the minimum standard of literacy proficiency. Only two countries scored worse by that measure: Italy (60 percent) and Spain (59 percent). The results were even worse for numeracy, with almost two-thirds of American Millennials failing to meet the minimum standard for understanding and working with numbers. That placed U.S. Millennials dead last for numeracy among the study's 22 developed countries.
 
So why has this happened?
 
Why have we become such an extremely stupid nation?
 
Well, at least a portion of the blame must be directed at our system of education.  The following is an excerpt from an article written by reporter Mark Morford.  In this article, he shared how one of his friends which had served for a very long time as a high school teacher in Oakland, California was considering moving out of the country when he retired due to the relentless "dumb-ification of the American brain"...
 
It's gotten so bad that, as my friend nears retirement, he says he is very seriously considering moving out of the country so as to escape what he sees will be the surefire collapse of functioning American society in the next handful of years due to the absolutely irrefutable destruction, the shocking - and nearly hopeless - dumb-ification of the American brain. It is just that bad.
 
Now, you may think he's merely a curmudgeon, a tired old teacher who stopped caring long ago. Not true. Teaching is his life. He says he loves his students, loves education and learning and watching young minds awaken. Problem is, he is seeing much less of it.
 
And of course things don't get much better when it comes to our college students.  In a previous article, I shared some statistics from USA Today about the rapidly declining state of college education in the United States...
 
-"After two years in college, 45% of students showed no significant gains in learning; after four years, 36% showed little change."
-"Students also spent 50% less time studying compared with students a few decades ago"
-"35% of students report spending five or fewer hours per week studying alone."
-"50% said they never took a class in a typical semester where they wrote more than 20 pages"
-"32% never took a course in a typical semester where they read more than 40 pages per week."
 
I spent eight years studying at some of the finest public universities in the country, and I can tell you from personal experience that even our most challenging college courses have been pathetically dumbed down.
 
And at our "less than finest" public universities, the level of education can be something of a bad joke.  In another previous article, I shared some examples of actual courses that have been taught at U.S. universities in recent years...
 
-"What If Harry Potter Is Real?"
-"Lady Gaga and the Sociology of Fame"
-"Philosophy And Star Trek"
-"Learning From YouTube"
-"How To Watch Television"
 
Could you imagine getting actual college credit for a course entitled "What If Harry Potter Is Real?"
 
This is why many of our college graduates can barely put two sentences together.  They aren't being challenged, and the quality of the education most of them are receiving is incredibly poor.
 
But even though they aren't being challenged, students are taking longer to get through college than ever.  Federal statistics reveal that only 36 percent of all full-time students receive a bachelor's degree within four years, and only 77 percent of all full-time students have earned a bachelor's degree by the end of six years.
 
Of course our system of education is not entirely to blame.  The truth is that young Americans spend far more time consuming media than they do hitting the books, and what passes for "entertainment" these days is rapidly turning their brains to mush.
 
According to a report put out by Nielsen, this is how much time the average American spends consuming media on various devices each day...
 
Watching live television: 4 hours, 32 minutes
 
Watching time-shifted television: 30 minutes
 
Listening to the radio: 2 hours, 44 minutes
 
Using a smartphone: 1 hour, 33 minutes
 
Using Internet on a computer: 1 hour, 6 minutes
 
When you add it all up, the average American spends more than 10 hours a day plugged into some form of media.
 
And if you allow anyone to pump "programming" into your mind for 10 hours a day, it is going to have a dramatic impact.
 
In the end, I truly believe that we all greatly underestimate the influence that the mainstream media has on all of us.  We willingly plug into "the Matrix" for endless hours, but then somehow we still expect "to think for ourselves".
 
There are very few of us that can say that we have not been exposed to thousands upon thousands of hours of conditioning.  And all of that garbage can make it very, very difficult to think clearly.
 
It is not because of a lack of input that we have become so stupid as a society.  The big problem is what we are putting into our minds.
 
If we continue to put garbage in, we are going to continue to get garbage out, and that is the cold, hard reality of the matter.
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Gold, Silver and Precious Stones or Wood, Hay, and Stubble? - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
As we go through this life we concern ourselves with various activities such as earning a living, raising a family, and doing what we can to get by, but seldom do we consider what will happen to us after we die. Everyone will live forever, but not everyone will spend eternity with Jesus. There's only one way to be assured of life in Heaven and that is to admit that you're a sinner in need of a Saviour. "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." John 14:6. That's very clear and leaves no room for any other god, path, or religious system that Satan likes to confuse people with. Building your faith on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ is essential. Salvation is through faith and not works, yet works are evidence of faith. Fully giving yourself to Jesus and the works of the Kingdom should be a top priority for Christians.
 
When we think of giving, most people think of giving money. If a problem comes up, throw money at it and the problem will be solved. Sometimes money is the need, but there are other ways to give. Filling a need in a neighbor's life is doing God's work, such as cooking a meal if they're sick or just visiting and talking can fill the need of a lonely widower. If you do things with no thought of payment or gratitude then you have done them for the Lord. Giving of yourself requires effort on your part, but helping a neighbor in need shows Christ's love and may give you a chance to witness to someone about Christ. For a Christian good works should be a part of life. "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also." James 2:26. Christ gave everything for us and we can never repay our debt to Him. The best way we can show our gratitude is to show His love to others.
 
When a Christian gives it shouldn't be to draw attention to our self. All giving should be done for the glory of Christ. It's good to drop donations into the offering plate and hope that the money is used wisely, but we shouldn't stop there. Alms are something given to the needy. Should you give to the man on the street holding a sign asking for help? Pray and ask God for guidance. When I see someone in that position, if I feel led to give I usually get some food and water and give to them. That way I'm sure the alms go for nourishment.  Sometimes it's better to offer a testimony for Christ in order to change a life. Peter and John encountered a man who was needy. He was crippled and asked for alms. Instead of giving him money they gave something better. "Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." Acts 3:6. They gave this man what he really needed. The man was thrilled and went "...walking, and leaping, and praising God." Acts 3:8b. Whether financial or spiritual, that's what giving should do. Benevolence, alms, and good works should always bring praise to God.
 
Helping someone in great need is also doing the Lord's work. Jesus told a parable as an example of helping a neighbor, even if the neighbor is a stranger. Most people have heard the term "Good Samaritan", but have you read the parable? As the story goes, a man was robbed, stripped, beaten, and left for dead. People walked by but nobody helped.  When a priest came upon the scene, he crossed over to the far side of the road so as not to get involved. A Levite came by and gawked at the man, but went on his way. The people who we would expect to help this man wouldn't get involved. Finally a Samaritan came by and he was the only one who gave assistance. Instead of going on his way, this Samaritan took care of the stranger's wounds and took him to a place where he could be cared for. He even paid for the stranger's expenses. The question Jesus asked His listeners was "Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?" Luke 10:36. Which one do you think showed neighborly kindness...did God's work? The Samaritan didn't wait for the government to step in and take care of the man, nor did he go on his way because it was up to someone else to help. He did what was needed for this stranger.
 
Christians need to reach out to others in the name of Jesus. He is our foundation and we need to build on Him. "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:11. When you build on the solid foundation of Jesus you have solid values in life. You care about people and help when you can. Alms? You don't wait from some organization to filter money through their overhead expenses to give a fraction to the needy. One of the saddest things I was a witness to was one day a man came into a worship service my family and I were a part of. He was scruffy but needed money for gas to get to the next town. An elder in that congregation asked him to leave. That was a poor example of what Christ expected. Then and there my husband decided that we would never depend upon an organization to do what we should be doing individually. When you do kindness to others you share God's love and there are rewards. For one thing when you help others it gives you a good feeling. You also earn rewards in Heaven if your good deeds are done for God's glory and not for your own. When you help someone, don't broadcast it so that everyone knows that it was you who did some great thing. God sees what you have done and that is reward enough.
 
Everyone will face God's judgment one day. Those who haven't accepted Christ will face His wrath, but the Christian's judgment will be based upon what we did for Him. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 2 Corinthians 5:10. If that doesn't encourage you to live for Christ, I don't know what will. For the Christian this judgment is not for condemnation, but for rewards...or the lack of them. "Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is." 1 Corinthians 3:12-13. When Peter and John said they had no silver or gold to give the crippled man they spoke the truth, but when he was healed in the name of Jesus they earned some gold, silver, and precious stones. There are things in my life that I know are wood, hay, and stubble, but today I yearn to only have gold, silver, and precious stones so that when I stand before my Lord and Saviour He will be honored. I hope you also yearn for that.
 
There will be rewards at that final judgment. Scripture tells of crowns we earn for various attitudes, such as yearning for His appearing. These crowns all belong to Jesus. When we face the judgment seat, whatever was not done for Him will burn because it is wood, hay, and stubble. Useless time spent participating in worldly activities will be burned. Activities done to honor Christ will not burn, but will be rewarded. "If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire." 1 Corinthians 3:14-15. Our works may be burned in the judgment fire, but we will not lose our salvation. That is a comfort to rest upon. That isn't a license to live a worldly life and not work for the Lord. You will be very disappointed if you stand before Jesus and watch every part of your life go up in flames. When the flames subside and you're left with nothing that shows you were thankful for your salvation you will then know that you should have worked for Him in this life. Works won't save you, but they do honor Jesus.
 
It isn't too late to start working for the Lord. Not for your own rewards on earth, but for eternal rewards that belong to Jesus.
 
God bless you all,
 
Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed. 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Daily Jot: The prophetic Islamic invasion of the US - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
Islam has been at war with America for some 233 years, beginning with the birth of our nation and the onslaught of the Barbary Pirates of the Ottoman Empire. This has continued through the 9-11 terrorist attacks and several other smaller attacks on American soil and against Americans abroad ever since. But now, America is beginning to experience a type and shadow of the Babylon prophecy of Jeremiah 51:14, where the Lord says, "Surely I will fill thee with men, as with locusts; and they shall lift up a battle cry against thee." This invasion, aided and abetted by Congress and the office of the Presidency, is part of the Muslim Brotherhood strategy to takeover the US. The "president" is complicit in this strategy.
 
In his Easter weekend radio address, the "president," still referring to the Islamic State as "ISIL" (which includes Israel), said that the US will continue to allow Islamic immigrants into the US from terrorist nations such as Syria as a part of his strategy to defeat "ISIL." The White House web site summarizes the "president's" remarks: "that defeating ISIL remains our top military, intelligence, and national security priority. He reminded us that as we move forward in this fight, we must use the power of our example as a Nation that is open to refugees escaping ISIL's violence, refuses ISIL's hateful and violent propaganda, and rejects any attempt to stigmatize Muslim-Americans."
 
The "president's" strategy appears to be that America will defeat the Islamic State by bringing as many Muslims to the United States as possible. In his radio address he said: "Our openness to refugees fleeing ISIL's violence; our determination to win the battle against ISIL's hateful and violent propaganda--a distorted view of Islam that aims to radicalize young Muslims to their cause" was paramount to victory. He ignores Islam's history of war, terror, slave trade, human sex trafficking, violence against women and children, and drug trade continue today in every country where there is a Muslim majority. And the "president" appears to believe the way to defeat this history is to bring Islam to America. 
 
Truth be told, Islam is at war with anyone who is not Islamic. It is using a dark and evil concept of "religion" to advance its fascism. Anyone who disagrees with its religion is labeled an Islamophobe, a bigot, even a racist rather than a wise discerner of the truth. As President John Quincy Adams wrote in the 1827 American Annual Register about the Islamic war against Christianity: "That war is yet flagrant; nor can it cease but by the extincture of that impostor, which has been permitted by Providence to prolong the degeneracy of man." Adams knew of the Genesis 16 prophecy of the father of Islam, Ishmael: "he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him." Adams understood then, what America seems not to understand today.
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Daily Devotion: The Strength to Go On - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. -Hebrews 11:32-34
 
Have you ever had a lapse of faith? I have. I don't mean that I have ever doubted my salvation or doubted the Bible. But there are situations I have gone through that caused me to wonder how I would get through them.
 
One of those times was when the Lord called our son Christopher to heaven. I know he is in heaven. I know that I will see him in heaven one day. But then there is day-to-day living. Sometimes I think, He is gone, and I will never see him again. When this happens, I will preach the gospel to myself. (I need to hear the gospel as well as preach it.) Sometimes I will preach to myself when I'm in my car. I'll say, "Greg Laurie, you listen to me. Jesus Christ died on the cross, and He rose again from the dead. He said, 'I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.' You will see your son again." I will say that to myself. I believe it. My hope is in the Word of God and in the Lord who will sustain me. And I hope that your hope is in Him too.
 
We all will have lapses of faith. And when that happens, I would encourage you to believe your beliefs and doubt your doubts. Believe what you believe because it is true. 
 
We should not put our hope in people. We should not put our hope in things. We need to put our hope in God. That is what the Bible teaches. Psalm 42:11 says, "Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God!" This will give us the strength to go on in life.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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