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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Mideast conflicts fueling major rise in global military spending
1. Netanyahu dares Abbas to meet: 'I've cleared my schedule for the week'
1. Rivlin: If Abbas is serious, I am ready to meet with him
1. Radical sheikh: This land will vomit Israeli 'occupation'
1. Israel to cooperate with Iran, other Mideast powers on accelerator machine 
1. Israel 'our indispensable ally' in war on Islamic terror, says Paul Ryan on visit to Jerusalem
1. Israel on defense aid: 'If we don't get what we need, we will wait for the next president'
1. US-Israel alliance needed now in light of ISIS, Iran threats, visiting US Speaker says 
1. Islamic State executes 15 of its own near Raqqa, Syria: monitor
1. Iraq: Bomb attacks 'kill at least 25' across the country
1. Syria: Town Retaken From Islamic State
1. US says Iran pulling out of Syria; Tehran tells another story
1. Iranian military official warns US: Stay away from Iran's red lines 
1. New book reveals Obama stopped plan to topple Assad 
1. Report: ISIS uses mustard gas against Syrian army
1. CENTCOM analysts reportedly claim to have lost jobs over Syria warnings
1. CSI: ISIS - Terror group launches forensics division
1. Hackers allegedly leak data of nearly 50 million Turks
1. EU-Turkey deal begins as Syrian refugees arrive in Germany and Finland
1. Migrants sent back from Greece arrive in Turkey under EU deal
1. As EU Begins Deportations, Pakistanis and Other Migrants Call for Help 
1. At least 22 Islamic radicals linked to the Paris and Brussels attacks could still be at large
1. First Passenger Flight Takes Off from Brussels Airport Since Terror Attack
1. Turkey must stop meddling in other states' affairs, end support of terrorism, Russia says
1. US says it seizes weapons ship from Iran likely headed to Yemen
1. Al Qaeda explosives experts transferred from Guantanamo Bay
1. Caught between White House and its critics, lawmaker pledges to renew Iran sanctions
1. Iran: U.S. Violating Nuke Deal
1. Air France is Letting Its Female Crew Members Opt Out of Flying to Iran
1. North Korea says under Leningrad-style siege from US
1. US-Philippine War Games Begin as China Warns 'Outsiders'
1. There Are Now Four Women Vying to Become the First Female U.N. Secretary-General
1. Was There A Run On The Bank? JPM Caps Some ATM Withdrawals
1. Asian shares slide, frazzled by Fed, falling oil prices
1. Judge approves $20B settlement in BP spill, ending years of legal fights
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Port-Olry, Vanuatu
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Illapel, Chile
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kirakira, Solomon Islands
1. Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 18,000ft
1. Sangay volcano in Ecuador erupts to 18,000ft
1. Sakurajima volcano on Japan erupts to 14,000ft
1. Kerinci volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
1. Tenggar Caldera volcano in Indonesia erupts to 10,000ft
1. At least 45 killed in Pakistan as heavy rain causes roofs to collapse 
1. Boy tests positive for Ebola in latest Liberia flare-up
1. Divided U.S. Supreme Court cautious about taking new cases
1. The Pill that Still Hasn't Changed the Politics of Abortion
1. Hillary Clinton on Abortion: "The Unborn Person Doesn't Have Constitutional Rights"
1. Planned Parenthood Exec Slams Hillary Clinton For Calling A 'Fetus' An 'Unborn Child'
1. University denies buying, selling fetal tissue
1. 4 men accused of raping 9-year-old girl on Easter as mom allegedly smoked meth
1. Hacker allegedly breaches porn site, steals more than 237,000 accounts
1. Israel investing NIS 11 million in LGBT tourism
1. Newspaper compares supporters of Bible bill to Ayatollahs
1. Franklin Graham Warns America: 'I Fear That Our End Will Be Near'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Times, Epochs and the Taking of the Church  
1. Russia again said set to begin delivery of S-300 missile to Iran 
1. Hamas calls to 'slaughter' Jews who visit Temple Mount 
1. ISIS uses mustard gas against Syrian army  
1. Nearing Midnight: End times Petri dish  
1. The Real Purpose of a Cashless Society - Total Control 
1. Daily Jot: Communism in America 
1. Daily Devotion: The People God Uses 
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Times, Epochs and the Taking of the Church - By Don McGee -  http://raptureready.com/soap2/mcgee30.html
 
 
 The world is becoming more dangerous, and the U.S. is becoming more divided.  Most people would agree to that and would attribute these things to the ebb and flow of 21st century life. But to Christians mindful of how these times fit into Bible prophecy they are much more than that.  
 
As the sound of rushing water filling a container increases in pitch, so the events contributing to the growing dysfunction of humanity surely indicate that the world is getting full. And the closer it gets to the overflow point the more specific they become.
 
This can be illustrated by Luke 21. The events of verses 20-24 happened in A.D. 70, but the verses surrounding that text are still prophetic.  Take verses 25ff, for example. When Jerusalem was taken by the Romans in A.D. 70 the nations were not in dismay, no one was perplexed, men didn't faint from fear, etc.  
 
In fact no one outside of Judea cared a hoot about what was happening to the Jews. But when these things happen during the Tribulation the specifics will be felt by the entire world; dismay, perplexity, fear, etc.
 
Now consider another text relative to the global situation just prior to the Rapture. The first part of 1 Thessalonians is taken up with various matters that Paul wanted to mention to the church in Thessalonica. But in verses 4:13 - 5:11, he concentrates upon the return of Jesus for His Church and what that event will mean for those Christians who have died, and for those Christians still alive at that moment.  But he also mentions a specific false belief concerning expectations for peace and safety that will be prevalent in those days.
 
Another thing should be understood about the text, and about the entire book for that matter, that might give us a better perspective. This letter was written after Paul had visited the Thessalonians, thus we cannot know what he and they talked about when he was there in person.  
 
Because of this he did not feel it necessary to repeat everything in his letter. But we are not left in the dark by this, for he did repeat himself to some degree, and one of the matters he repeated was the teaching regarding the rapture of the church. But more to the point, he warned of the world's specific, but false, belief that peace and safety would be near at hand.
 
There are several conclusions that can be made so far. First, the context from chapter 4:13-5:11 is the rapture of the church and the resurrection. Second, it means that the world will be talking "peace and safety" in the days prior to the Rapture, for they certainly won't be talking peace and safety just prior to the Second Coming.  
 
And third is the fact that what really is coming is not peace and safety, but sudden destruction.  Jesus gave us a fairly detailed view of the destruction that would quickly come upon the world in Revelation chapters 6-19. This will be suffering and carnage at a level that has never been seen before, and man won't be able to stop it.
 
Further, the word "time" in 5:1 means time as defined in general English: that is, "continuing duration."  But the word "epoch" is a little different.  It means a period of time characterized by the events that happen in it. Put another way, this epoch is a space of time within the end time wherein certain things will happen.
 
When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians he well knew about the end time and about the conditions that would exist in those days.  But, he did not know how the specifics of those days, the epochs, would play out 2000 years from his day.  But today, when we take the biblical template of all end time prophecies and place it over today's events, we get a good idea about some of the things that will characterize this epoch.
 
 Consider some events that make up this epoch (Ezekiel 37, Zechariah 12-14, 1 Timothy 4, 2 Timothy 3, 2 Peter 2, etc.) and see how the events characterizing the last few decades (even the last decade) are biblically relevant to the return of Jesus.
 
 From the birth of Israel in 1948, to the rise of ISIS, to the burgeoning coalition between Russia and Iran, to the impact of that coalition on the Middle East, to the estrangement between the world and Israel, to the escalating chaos in nations-it is all directly relevant. It is becoming  very clear that the ominous things the prophets said would be present in the time just preceding the Rapture are upon this generation, and that humanity is in fearful anticipation about something they can't understand or even identify.
 
American Christians are very concerned about what is happening around the world.  We have a heartfelt compassion for the lost and for Christians who are being persecuted and even martyred by Muslims, Communists and others.  But we are also very concerned by what is happening in our own country, so it is from this perspective that this epoch is directly related to us. 
 
Think, for a moment, about how it is in today's America.
 
The political and social correctness of the last few years have been very costly and very divisive.  And not only that, but so-called "liberation theology" has gotten involved from some pulpits and this has legitimized hate, bigotry and division. 
 
 There are many examples of this, but just consider the brazenness of race related crime along with its blatant and overt justification by discreditable politicians, bureaucrats and religious leaders who relish being called "reverend."  
 
What is immediately called a hate crime in one case is not even considered as a hate crime in another case solely because of the race of the perpetrator and victim. And the stone-faced religious purveyors of hatred don't even blink in the face of such obvious hypocrisy (2 Timothy 4:3).
 
Further, though the Bible clearly says that if a man will not work he is not to eat (2 Thess. 3:10), the bestowment of unearned entitlements upon sluggards is the law of this land. Marriage is no longer held in honor, and the taxpayer subsidizing of immorality and illegitimacy have also become the law of this land.  
 
Tax-paid public education is a miserable joke in most places, and when motivated teachers look to parents for support regarding their child's indiscipline and irresponsibility-they are most often vilified by those same parents, the legal system and even the school system. And, in most cases there is just one parent involved in the situation.
 
Something else must be noted, and its presence in America is both divisive and ominous.  Anarchists are dispatched to political rallies in order to instigate violence and silence  candidates.  Does this not remind us of what has happened before among civilized people? 
 
Do we not remember the Nazi Storm Troopers in Germany who went to opposition rallies in order to silence speakers? They literally busted the heads of all who opposed their National Socialism party. Violence and intimidation worked for Hitler in the 1930s, and this tactic is still in the playbook of those who hate God-given liberty and its inherent blessings and responsibilities.
 
In reaction to the anarchists, a growing number of people are very angry, frustrated and even fearful of losing their liberty. Obama's former chief of staff, Rahm Emanuel, said, "You never want a serious crisis to go to waste."  Neither does Satan.
 
At the end of the day Satan does not want a solution to these problems. Much like political anarchists he desires to exploit every crisis to his end. Anarchists are working to impose their own disastrous way of life upon others, and Satan is waiting to impose his own human leader upon a world that is so disturbed that it makes reckless choices. Frustration, anger and fear contribute greatly to the framework of that scenario.
 
Consider a statement made on March 12 by Dan Bongino, former NYPD officer and Secret Service agent, in a TV interview on Fox News.  He sees something dramatic on the near horizon as a result of this anger and frustration. 
 
He believes it does not originate with a particular political party, but believes it stems from patriotic people who are collectively "fed up" with those who are violently shutting down and shutting out conservative principles. 
 
He did not say specifically what will be the breaking point or what will be the result, but most people watching the interview might have had their own idea as to what he was talking about.
 
Never before have so many people been so livid and exasperated that they are preparing to such a degree for some kind of ultimate political calamity, or even a confrontation. They don't know what it might be, or who might be involved but they are making preparations by hording items for direct use or for bartering. But the important thing is this is not paranoia based upon unrealistic, emotion-based fear.  People are expecting something to happen, and if 1930s Germany is any example their fears are rational.
 
The real point that must not be missed goes beyond politics and chaos. These things are part of that final epoch in end-time events making them specific to a certain event-Jesus' removal of the Church.
 
The world is technologically small which means that a particular event does not have to be dramatic in order to have national and international impact. Though it is true that the world has always been on a decline toward self-destruction, the difference of late is that what happens in one place has inclusive ripple effects. Look for a growing number of ripples to morph into a very large and global tsunami.
 
How, we might ask, can anyone think that all this desperation and fear could suddenly change into an expectation of peace and safety? The answer is hiding in plain sight: deception. And it could come from any direction.  
 
In 1914 France had been at peace for several decades and people had forgotten much of the hardship of war.  As the clouds of war gathered many had glorious visions of marching infantry and dazzling cavalry all in impressive uniforms.  They celebrated at the train stations as the men marched off to war.  Many farmers who left in July thought they would be home for the fall harvest.  
 
They were deceived.  Likewise, many Americans expected that the long-sought utopia had at last arrived with all the "hope and change" promised in 2008.  They, too, were horribly deceived.  Does anyone really have to ask how this could happen again?
 
The danger of not seeing the epochs of this age through the lens of Scripture, and of putting faith in humanity is that people set themselves up for being deceived. And the greater the frustration the faster it happens. 
 
From the Christian perspective, people should do whatever they think they should do to protect and provide for their families and whoever else is dependent upon them. To do nothing in the face of danger is similar to the person who will not work, but demands food from those who do. But we should never be driven to reckless decisions by undue fear of what we see going on around us. The antidote is to know what God has said.
 
 Remember that God's presence before Elijah on Mt. Horeb was in the form of a great wind, an earthquake and a fire (1 Kings 19).  But at that point Elijah did not need God's personal intervention in his fight with Jezebel.  Rather, he needed to hear His voice. Interestingly, though God's presence was dramatic, His voice was found only in the quiet breeze outside the cave.
 
During this end-time with all its chaos and with the characteristics of this epoch being obvious at every hand, we would be wise to pull away from the crowd and listen to what God is saying.  His personal intervention by His removal of His church is imminent, but until that moment it is important that  we listen to Him.  Do not forget that these perilous times should not surprise us, for they are merely end-time events that are to be in place when Jesus returns for His Church.   The darker the sky, the brighter the hope.  
 
One More Thought: 
 
For those who would take some time to objectively look at the world they would quickly see that it is quite virtually coming apart at its seams. The pressure that is upon civilized nations to keep  a lid on anarchism is greater today than ever before.  Those who see the importance of the rule of law and order are no longer able to corral those whose sole purpose in life is to tear apart the very fabric of stable social structure.
 
Anarchists have no real system to offer in its place. They simply want to live without constraint as to their conduct and to face no penalty for their behavior. They ignore the fact that destruction is the result of what they want because they do not care. They want to enjoy the ride until the very end, and when it is over they think they will impose their will on the survivors, scavenging the remains like hyenas. They do not care that this will bring civilization back to the Dark Ages, and that life will have lost its sanctity. Like mongrel dogs they rip and tear with no thought of tomorrow.
 
The words of Jesus are made so stark against such a backdrop of darkness. He said, regarding  the post-Rapture Tribulation, that if He would not intervene no life would be saved (Matthew 24:22).  It cannot be said too often or too strongly that the world is in the run-up to this. The Middle East is a boiling caldron of not just anti-Israel hatred, but hatred among Muslims for  each other.  
 
Europe is fracturing with riotous Muslim refugees who are running amuck with wild abandon burning, attacking and raping at will. The stunned politically correct leadership of Europe is having trouble admitting to the problem, all while innocents are dying in the violence. And America is now on the victims list, all while its leadership is obsessed with not offending the anarchists, some of whom are saying publicly that if a certain candidate wins the presidential election they will incite Black Lives Matter riots everywhere they can.
 
This is unadulterated idiocy. Not only are most elected leaders allowing themselves to be held hostage by this, the sad thing is that any number of Christians, especially the young, cannot see through it. These like to speak of the milk of human kindness lurking somewhere in the poor, oppressed hearts of the anarchists, but they do not realize that without Jesus Christ the human heart is not only inclined toward rebellion, but is severely limited in its capacity for real kindness of any kind.
 
This is not about liberty and equality in the U.S or anywhere else for that matter. Whatever plays to the anarchist's corrupt and vile nature is what is sought, and the hesitancy of global officialdom to do something about it is like blood in the water. It is no wonder that when Satan offers his antichrist the world will hail his arrival like that of a messiah. Of course things will become even worse, but at the time he will not only be accepted, but he will be worshipped (Revelation 13).
 
csm01@att.net
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Russia again said set to begin delivery of S-300 missile to Iran - By Raoul Wootliff - http://www.timesofisrael.com/russia-again-said-set-to-begin-delivery-of-s-300-missile-to-iran/
 
Senior Moscow diplomat reportedly says first shipment of anti-aircraft missile system will start in the coming days
 
Russia is to begin delivering the S-300 anti-aircraft missile defense system to Iran in the coming days, a senior Russian diplomat was reported as saying Tuesday, the latest chapter in an on-again, off-again saga involving transfer of the advanced weapon.
 
"I don't know if this will happen today, but they [S-300 missiles] will be loaded [for shipment to Iran]," said Zamir Kabulov, a department chief at the Russian Foreign Ministry, according to the Interfax news agency.
 
The announcement comes a month after reports that Russian President Vladmir Putin froze the transfer after receiving evidence from Israel that Tehran had transferred advanced weapons to Hezbollah.
 
Putin was said to have scuppered the delivery after Israel showed that Iran had repeatedly attempted to transfer the SA-22 Greyhound short-range air defense system to the Lebanese-based terrorist group.
 
One of the most sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons in the world, the S-300 is capable of tracking multiple planes at once, and some versions have an interception range of up to 200 kilometers.
 
Israel has long sought to block the sale to Iran of the S-300 system, which analysts say could impede a potential Israeli strike on Tehran's nuclear facilities. Other officials have expressed concern that the systems could reach Syria and Hezbollah, diluting Israel's regional air supremacy.
 
In 2010 Russia froze a deal to supply advanced long-range S-300 missile systems to Iran, linking the decision to UN sanctions.
 
Putin lifted the suspension in 2015 following Iran's deal with six world powers that curbed its nuclear program in exchange for relief from international sanctions.
 
Officials said last month that Russia and Iran finalized the contract for their delivery, which would reportedly be carried out sometime in early 2016.
 
There have been several previous reports in the Russian and Iranian press of "imminent" delivery of the system.
 
Russia initially agreed to sell the system to Iran in 2007 but then balked, saying at the time it was complying with a United Nations arms embargo on the Islamic Republic.
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Hamas calls to 'slaughter' Jews who visit Temple Mount - By Dalit Halevi - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/210333#.VwPZr4-cE2x
 
Hamas officials call for violence against Jews who are "harming" the Al-Aqsa Mosque.
 
Hamas is continuing its calls for violence against Jews, with one official threatening on Monday to "slaughter" Jews who are "harming" the Al-Aqsa Mosque.
 
Faiza Al-Nashar, who heads Hamas's women movement in Rafah, told the Hamas newspaper Palestine that "today's generation waves his knife and his father's old rifle and goes out to cut off the hands and slaughter the heads of those who attack the Al-Aqsa Mosque."
 
Similar threats were made by the Deputy Chairman of the Palestinian parliament, senior Hamas member Ahmed Bahar, who participated in an event held in Rafah organized by the women's movement of Hamas in support of the "Intifada" and in the memory of senior Hamas terrorists Ahmed Yassin and Abdel Aziz al-Rantissi, who were eliminated by Israel during the Second Intifada in the early 2000s.
 
In his speech at the rally, Bahar addressed Palestinian Authority chairman Mahmoud Abbas, who told Israel's Channel 2 last week that the Palestinian security forces are searching for knives in the backpacks of Palestinian students and in one school found 70 knives.
 
"The decision on the intifada rests with the martyrs, the wounded and the prisoners, and no one can stop it," said Bahar, who added, "Those who are delusional and who continue the security coordination and negotiations and who conduct searches for knives in students' bags, they have no future. There is no future to those who lay a siege on our people."
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ISIS uses mustard gas against Syrian army - By Ben Ariel - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/210336#.VwPaso-cE2y
 
Syrian media says ISIS terrorists attacked Syrian army troops with mustard gas in an offensive against a military airport.
 
Islamic State (ISIS) terrorists attacked Syrian army troops with mustard gas in an offensive against a Syrian military airport in the eastern province of Deir al-Zor that borders Iraq, Reuters reported Monday, citing Syrian state media.
 
The reports did not disclose how many casualties were sustained in the attack on the heavily defended airport located south of Deir al Zor city, whose main neighborhoods are under the group's control.
 
"The terrorists fired rockets carrying mustard gas," a statement on state owned Ikhbariyah television station and quoted by Reuters said.
 
Reuters could not independently verify the media reports.
 
The Syrian army backed by heavy Russian air strikes was able last January to drive back the jihadists from several villages near the airport but has so far failed to dislodge them, according to the news agency.
 
Reports in the past have said that ISIS had used mustard agent in both Syria and Iraq, and CIA chief John Brennan has warned that the jihadists have used chemical weapons and have the capability to make small quantities of chlorine and mustard gas.
 
The question has been asked how ISIS managed to get its hands on chemical weapons in the first place. One possible answer is that in June 2014, ISIS seized a weapons complex thought to have held hundreds of tons of lethal sarin and mustard gasses: the al-Muthanna complex, located 60 miles north of Baghdad, which was a central base of former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein's chemical weapons program. 
 
There has also been some speculation that ISIS got its hands on chemical stockpiles that belonged to former Libyan dictator Muammar Qaddafi.
 
A former intelligence official of Qaddafi's recently said in a television interview that ISIS and other terrorist groups had gotten hold of the chemical weapons that had remained in Libya and smuggled them somehow to Syria.
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Amazing Offer For the
Month of April
The Entire Revelation Series 
(11 Videos): A verse by verse commentary and study of the Book of Revelation
 
The Daniel Series 
(6 videos): A verse by verse commentary and study of the Book of Daniel
 
The Prophecy Series 
(17 videos) on various prophecy topics.
 
The End of Times
Israel: God's Timepiece
The Rapture: In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye...
As in the Days of Noah
Perilous Times
The Soon to be Revealed Antichrist
After the Rapture
Gog and Magog
Living on Borrowed Time
Angels, Aliens, and Armageddon
There will be Tribulation
Jerusalem: A Cup of Trembling
Six Hours that Changed the World
CONVERGENCE
The Rapture and the Thief in the Night
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 Battle
Magog Rising
 
But wait! There's more...
 
Also included, are our 12 short videos!
 
God's Purpose for the Tribulation
The Rapture Controversy
Our Time is Short
My King
A Fresh Start
The Nightmare Before Christmas
The Truth about Halloween
The Truth about Christmas
Yellowstone: One of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World or Boiling Cauldron of Death?
The Amazing Camel
Psalm 104
The Psalm 139 Project
 
 
That's a total of 46 videos', our entire library for only $149, all on a USB Flash Drive. You can watch directly from the USB drive, download them to your computer and keep the flash-drive to store your photos, videos, and other important data. You can also burn the videos to a DVD. 

TO ORDER CLICK HERE
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Nearing Midnight: End times Petri dish - Terry James - http://raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
Sin infection spawned from man's disobedience has metastasized globally at this late point of the final dispensation leading to Christ's return. It is not far-fetched to think of things that are happening in such biological terms, or to express them as such, while two major players in Bible prophecy bring the terminal situation into focus. 
 
The European Union (EU), thought by many observers of prophecy in Scripture to be the nucleus out of which will come a revived form of the Roman Empire in accordance with Daniel 9:26-27, is front and center in relevant news. The most central national entity of eschatology for the wind-up of human history, Israel, is the other key player in today's news of prophetic portent, in my estimation. Of all developments in the milieu of end-times things going on, it is as if some master pharmacologist has upon his lab table a petri dish within which broils a deadly mixture prophesied to explode in a breakout of human history's deadliest era. 
 
Effervescing within that dish are the virulent ingredients that threaten to take peace from the earth in the form of war unlike there has ever been on planet earth. That war will not be brought about by the players most often believed to be the instigators of man's final war. Quite the opposite. 
 
Armageddon will be brought about by the One the false religionists of the world of Christendom proclaim could never judge sin harshly. He is love, and no loving God could react with such hateful, punitive action, these purveyors of prevarication promise. Here, again, is what God's Word says about the very end-times things that are taking place within that petri dish I use as analogous symbolism. 
 
"For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land." (Joel 3: 1-2) 
 
That, my friends, is Armageddon that the Lord is prophesying through Joel. The nations of the world are going to pay a terrible price for their rebellion against Him and for the treatment of His chosen people, the Jews--Israel. 
 
The intention to divide God's land--land He gave to Israel forever--is at the heart of the prophesied simmering brew. The world--including much of Christendom, is turning against Israel in the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanction (BDS) piling-on. This, of course, involves economically punishing Israel because they refuse to give up land in order to give the Palestinians a nation within current Israeli borders--land won by Israel in several wars that already belonged to them by divine promise in God's holy eyes. 
 
The EU, out of which the one who will be Antichrist will emerge, many prophetic observers believe, is presently speaking out of both sides of its official mouth. Its spokesman seems to obliquely defend Israel, while at the same time holding the Jewish state responsible for the hold up to a peaceful solution to the Israel-Palestinian so-called problem. We learn more about all this within the following excerpts of current headlines. 
 
Without the Israeli-Palestinian conflict there would be no Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, the European Union's envoy to Israel said Monday, arguing that the best way to fight BDS is to take steps to advance a two-state solution...
 
"The most effective antidote against the BDS movement is to solve the Palestinian issue. If there were no Palestinian issue, there would be no BDS movement," [EU] Ambassador Lars Faaborg-Andersen said at a conference in Jerusalem... 
 
Earlier during the conference, which was organized by the Yedioth Ahronoth daily newspaper, Faaborg-Andersen expressed the EU's desire to see Israel thrive and said the union completely rejects any efforts to boycott Israel. "Let me make one thing 100 percent clear: The European Union is against BDS. Our policy is totally opposite of BDS. Our policy is one of engagement with Israel."...
 
But it is important for Israel not to be seen as undermining a two-state solution, he said. "If more effort is put into showing a will to move forward and to obtain progress in this process, it would greatly weaken the BDS movement."
 
(Source: The Times of Israel , Boycotts will disappear when Israel advances peace, EU envoy says, by Rapheal Ahre, March 28, 2016) 
 
The all-out effort to "divide" God's land--that given Israel in perpetuity-- is underway. America's president has chosen to put the United States at the center of this dangerous petri dish mixture. Certainly the world must be near the time when the final prophecies will begin manifesting. That means the Rapture of all born-again believers is even nearer!
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The Real Purpose of a Cashless Society - Total Control - Tom Olago - http://www.prophecynewswatch.com/article.cfm?recent_news_id=238
 
Countries worldwide are actively working towards eliminating cash-based transactions in favor of electronic and biometric options. Does this trend merely reflect the embracing of technologically-driven advantages that allow banking and finance to be conducted more efficiently? Could there be more than meets the eye?
 
One might be forgiven for shrugging it all off as coincidental or inconsequential. After all, technological advances do come with benefits that governments, businesses, and individuals can capitalize on all the time. Nevertheless, indications also point to a parallel but very systematic and deliberate process towards a global cashless society - with implications for every person operating within today's monetary and financial systems.
 
Mike Konrad for theamericanthinker.com recently fronted the view that governments will rise to the occasion and soon will be making cash illegal.  
 
"It (cash) can be spent any way one pleases, with no one watching.   It can be hidden from the government to avoid taxes.  It can be used to engage in transactions of a semi-legal nature.  It has power that the government cannot control, and that is why it has to go", Konrad explained. 
 
He further provided a sample of headlines, all less than two months old that give us a scary view as to what is coming:
 
- Bring On the Cashless Future - Bloomberg
 
- China buyers go virtually cashless - The Star
 
- Norway's Biggest Bank Calls For Country To Stop Using Cash - Int'l Business Times
 
- Cashless future underway as Canadian consumers have more credit, debit and app options than ever - CBC
 
- In Sweden, a Cash-Free Future Nears - NY Times
 
- Germany proposes new cash ban and capital controls as Europe rushes towards NIRP - Examiner.
 
Megan McArdle for the nationalpost.com recently made reference to the cashless society drift already taking root in Korea and Sweden. McArdle argued that for all the attendant benefits of crime reduction such as the near-elimination of tax evasion, curtailing armed robberies and the easy flow of drug trafficking proceeds, there remains one major downside: the amount of power that the cashless society gives the government over its citizens.
 
McArdle explains that unmonitored resources like cash create opportunities for criminals. But they also create a sort of cushion between ordinary people and a government with extraordinary powers. Removing that cushion leaves people who aren't criminals vulnerable to intrusion into every remote corner of their lives. For this reason, we also need to think seriously about limiting the ability of the government to use the payments system as an instrument to control the behaviour of its citizens.
 
Which country is likely to become the first cashless society? Sweden seems to be on track to beat them all to the finish line, becoming  the fastest test-case scenario of what a cash-free future may look like. In late December, Liz Alderman for the nytimes.com explained that few places are tilting toward a cashless future as quickly as Sweden, which has become hooked on the convenience of paying by app and plastic.
 
Bills and coins now represent just 2 percent of Sweden's economy, compared with 7.7 percent in the United States and 10 percent in the euro area. This year, only about 20 percent of all consumer payments in Sweden have been made in cash, compared with an average of 75 percent in the rest of the world, according to Euromonitor International.
 
It is also a practical matter, Alderman continues, as many of the country's banks no longer accept or dispense cash. "We don't want to be behind the times by taking cash while cash is dying out," said Bjorn Ulvaeus, a former Abba music band member who has leveraged the band's legacy into a sprawling business empire that includes the Abba Museum.
 
Not everyone is cheering. Alderman noted that Sweden's embrace of electronic payments has alarmed consumer organizations and critics who warn of a rising threat to privacy and increased vulnerability to sophisticated Internet crimes. 
 
Last year, the number of electronic fraud cases surged to 140,000, more than double the amount a decade ago, according to Sweden's Ministry of Justice.Older adults and refugees in Sweden who use cash may be marginalized, critics say. And young people who use apps to pay for everything or take out loans via their mobile phones risk falling into debt.
 
"It might be trendy," said Bjorn Eriksson, a former director of the Swedish police force and former president of Interpol. "But there are all sorts of risks when a society starts to go cashless."
 
Swedish churches too have embraced the conveniences of the cashless payments bandwagon which is said to be cheaper and easier to process than cash. At the Filadelfia Stockholm church, so few of the 1,000 parishioners now carry cash that the church had to adapt, said Soren Eskilsson, the executive pastor.
 
During a recent Sunday service, the church's bank account number was projected onto a large screen. Worshipers pulled out cellphones and tithed through an app called Swish, a payment system set up by Sweden's biggest banks that is fast becoming a rival to cards.
 
Other congregants lined up at a special "Kollektomat" card machine, where they could transfer funds to various church operations. Last year, out of 20 million kronor in tithes collected, more than 85 percent came in by card or digital payment.
 
Despite the conveniences, even some who stand to gain from a cashless society see drawbacks. According to Jacob de Geer, a founder of iZettle which makes a mobile-powered card reader: "...But Big Brother can watch exactly what you're doing if you purchase things only electronically".
 
However, the rate of progress for the countries towards the coveted 'no cash please' status has been varied. Israel, for instance, started the process towards the conveniences of becoming a cashless society several years back. According to Yossi Aloni in a May 2014 report for Israel today, a special committee headed by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's chief of staff, Harel Locker, then recommended a three-phase plan to all but do away with cash transactions in Israel.
 
The motivation for examining a cashless economy was combating money laundering and other tax-evasion tactics, thereby maximizing potential tax collection and greatly expanding the tax base. This was considered important due to the enormous strain put on Israel's national budget by the army, healthcare system and other public services.
 
The committee estimated that the black market represents over 20 percent of Israel's GDP, and cash is the facilitating factor - enabling tax evasion, money laundering and even financing terrorism.
 
Israel consequently imposed cash limits or businesses and individuals. Any violation of these limits would be a criminal offense warranting a stiff fine. In conjunction with these new restrictions, Israeli banks would also be required to provide all account holders with debit cards further to promote electronic payments.
 
South Korea is another country where cashless transactions are gaining traction very fast. Yoon Ja-young for the Korea Times recently reported that cash is giving way to credit cards and fintech payments. Those who have left wallets at home find they can do perfectly well without banknotes and coins, so long as they carry credit cards with their smartphones.
 
The Bank of Korea is planning a "cashless society" by 2020. If a shopper buys a 9,500 won item and pays with a 10,000 won banknote, for instance, the shopper will be credited 500 won to his or her prepaid card instead of getting a 500 won coin in change.
 
"To accelerate the transition into a cashless society, there should be more tax benefits for non-cash transactions while increasing costs and burdens for those holding or managing cash," said Lee Hyo-chan, the head of the research center at the Credit Finance Institute.
 
So what will all this lead? Mike Konrad for theamericanthinker.com reads a sinister motive into these seemingly co-ordinated trends, mincing no words: "The real purpose of a cashless society will be total control: Absolute Total Control...The end result will be the loss of all autonomy.  This will be the darkest of all tyrannies.  From cradle to grave one will not only be tracked by location, but through purchases".  
 
He concluded: "Liberty will be non-existent. However, it will be sold to us as expedient simplicity itself, freeing us from crime: Fascism with a friendly face. Perhaps the scariest consequence of all is that an individual can be "terminated" by a bureaucrat erasing his identity.  Do not kid yourself, it will happen. Real 'Mark of the Beast' stuff".
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Daily Jot: Communism in America - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
On March 8, 2007, The Daily Jot stated: Communism is on the rise in America and seeks to take over the nation without a single revolutionary shot fired.  Communism is found in the public school system.  Communism is found in the political system.  Communism is found in the federal government.  But Communism went out with Gorbechev, right?--The tearing down of the Berlin wall; the fall of the Soviet Union.  Wrong. Communism is alive and well.  It's just not called communism anymore.  It is reshaped into a form more acceptable to the American people.  It is disguised and is infiltrating every aspect of American society, especially religious circles.  And once the pulpit falls, so will the nation.
 
Communism is a religion that seeks to replace God with the state. Communist strategists realized that America as a godly nation would never fall into their hands.  So a change in strategy had to be employed.  The strategy was three-fold:  1) appeal to Americans' sense of justice by creating victim classes such as women, homosexuals, the environment, and skin color; 2) convince godly people to believe that communist values are the same as Christian values; and 3) continue teaching secular humanism as aggressively as possible. It fits with the Communist Manifesto calling for the abolition of religion, morals, property ownership, and even marriage. Yes, the Manifesto refers to marriage as a form of prostitution.
 
The victim classes already have been established.  With women it is the sexual revolution and feminism-the breakdown of society by breaking down the traditional family structure.  With homosexuals it is the tolerance and homosexual equality movement-the continued breakdown of the institution of marriage. Communism has sought to divide humans by skin color and to inflame animosity between them.  And many have been influenced by the "green revolution" of radical environmentalism, such as the flawed science of global warming or climate change, that seeks to redistribute wealth to pay for the damage humanity has done to God's creation.
 
Not many people will admit they are communists. Progressive is a word used to describe today's communists. A politician can be a member of the Democratic or Republican party and still be an ideological communist.  A pastor can be a leader of a conservative church, but be an ideological communist.  It's not about what you say, it's about what you do and what you support. Communism is the antithesis of God and it is seeking to destroy our nation through its "Critical Thinking" doctrine.  Jesus said in Matthew 24:24, "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."  Beware of the new communism.
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Daily Devotion: The People God Uses - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty. -1 Corinthians 1:27
 
When we think of Elijah, we generally think of powerful miracles. No doubt he was one of the greatest miracle-working prophets of all. He raised the dead. He stopped the rain. He called fire down from heaven. (I think he'd be a great guy to have at a barbecue.)
 
The Bible tells us that Elijah was a Tishbite, from Gilead. That means very little to us, but it's important for us to know that Gilead was east of the Jordan River. The people who lived there were roughhewn, tanned from the sun, and tough. He would have dressed in animal skins. We know Elijah as a man who was bold and courageous. He was fearless.
 
When we hear a story like Elijah's, we might ask, "What does this have to do with me?" Yet the Bible tells us in the book of James that "Elijah was a man with a nature like ours" (5:17). The New Living Translation says, "Elijah was as human as we are."
 
Sometimes Elijah seems like he was a superman, but he wasn't. In fact, he had moments of great fear. At one point he was so despondent that he wanted to give up and die.
 
Have you ever felt that way? Here is the good news. God can use flawed people. God can use imperfect people. God can use people who have weaknesses. In fact, it seems as though God goes out of His way to find people like that.
 
Why? Because if God only used supertalented, beautiful, handsome, people, we would say, "There is no hope for us." But when God uses the person who is pretty much like we are, we know there is hope.
 
"God has chosen the foolish things of the world," the Bible says, "to put to shame the wise."
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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