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	4/6/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
At Easter Mass, Pope prays for persecuted Christians and success of Iran nuclear deal 
Iran's Revolutionary Guards said 'preparing for war' in case deal collapses
Analysis: Nuclear agreement risks projecting US weakness
Obama defends Iran deal, tells Israelis if anybody messes with you US will be there 
Netanyahu: Iran must recognize Israel's right to exist
Israel prepares lobbying strategy against Iran deal 
Netanyahu presses US lawmakers not to give Iran 'a free path to the bomb' 
Netanyahu: 'I'm not trying to kill deal with Iran, just a bad deal'
Netanyahu on US TV: Iran's missile program aims at you, not us
Senator Feinstein calls on Netanyahu to 'contain himself' 
US Senator Feinstein: Framework nuclear agreement with Iran doesn't threaten Israel 
White House: There's no convincing Netanyahu on Iran
Cracks appear in Democratic-Jewish alliance in wake of Iran agreement
US Republicans push demand for a vote on Iran nuclear deal 
Ya'alon: Iran a 'terrorist monster' wreaking havoc on the Mideast 
Iran stocks soar after nuclear framework deal
Iran military chief hails nuclear success
Analysis: Iranian hard-liners are already saying that Tehran gave away too much 
Report: Iran transfers millions to Hamas for reconstruction of tunnels 
PA rejects Israel's partial transfer of tax funds 
Israel transfers some 400,000 liters of fuel to Gaza 
Hundreds of Palestinians flee Syrian refugee camp after ISIS takeover 
Netanyahu extends condolences to Kenyan president: We'll stand together in fight against terrorism 
Al-Shabaab Threatens More 'Bloodbath' in Kenya After Killing Christian Students; Attack Was to 'Make Easter Holidays Better,' Gunman Told Victims
Kenya: Muslims screaming "Allahu akbar" only shot those who couldn't recite Qur'an
Egypt Refers Alleged Brotherhood Supporters to Military Court 
Militants Attack Church and Police in Egypt, One Policeman Dead
Red Cross says gets approval from Saudi-led coalition to deliver Yemen aid 
Yemen conflict: Houthi rebels make gains in Aden
Senior Yemeni Sunni leaders abducted by rebels
Yemen's Houthis ready for talks if air strikes stop -senior member 
Schiff says Al Qaeda having 'resurgence' amid Yemen chaos
Yemeni tribesmen take eastern port town from al-Qaida 
Obama promises 'tough conversation' with Arab allies over security 
North Korea declares no-sail zone, missile launch seen as possible 
British police arrest teens on terrorism offenses 
Mock 'dirty bomb' drill to bring hundreds of soldiers, airmen, police and fire officials to Richmond
Non-citizens in New York City could soon be given the right to vote 
Greece moves to quell default fears, pledges to meet 'all obligations'
Tech titans' latest project: Defy death
'Big Bang' particle collider restarts after two year wait 
"Canyon Of Fire" Opens On The Sun in Filament Eruption
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 14,000ft
Turrialba volcano in Cost Rica erupts to 12,000ft
Villarrica volcano in Chile erupts to 12,000ft 
Chile flood toll rises amid growing fears for missing
Gov Jerry Brown: Californians to Be Heavily Fined for Long Showers
California's wealthy lagging in water conservation 
Fundraiser for Washington florist who rejects gay marriage raises $90,000 
The New and Dangerous "Flakka" drug gives Users Superhuman Strength
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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	IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Obama to Israel: Nuclear deal with Iran is "our best bet" - but "we've got your backs"
1. Iran's Revolutionary Guards said 'preparing for war' in case deal collapses
1. Arabs Blast "Obama's Deal" with Iran
1. Nearing Midnight: Religious Freedom Laws
1. Jeopardy
1. Daily Jot: Your walk to Emmaus
1. Daily Devotion: An Oasis of Hope
1. Featured Article: The Wise Shall Understand      
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Obama to Israel: Nuclear deal with Iran is "our best bet" - but "we've got your backs" - www.debka.com 
 
 
"If anyone messes with Israel, America will be there." This was the main message US President Barack Obama had for Israel in his New York Times interview with Thomas Friedman Monday, April 6. He was trying to fend off the constant stream of criticism coming from Israel, as well as Washington and the Gulf, of the nuclear framework deal the US-led group of world powers shaped with Iran in Lausanne last week.
 
On his clash with the Israeli prime minister over diplomacy with Iran, Obama offered a conciliatory note: This deal is "our best bet by far to make sure Iran doesn't get a nuclear weapon," he said.
 
"I respect Mr. Netanyahu's security argument and agree that Israelis have every right to be concerned about Iran," a country that has threatened "to destroy Israel, that has denied the Holocaust, that has expressed venomous anti-Semitic ideas."
 
He went on to say, "I would consider it a failure on my part, a fundamental failure of my presidency, if on my watch, or as a consequence of work that I had done, Israel was rendered more vulnerable," he said.
 
"But what I would say to them is that not only am I absolutely committed to making sure they maintain their qualitative military edge, and that they can deter any potential future attacks, but what I'm willing to do is to make the kinds of commitments that would give everybody in the neighborhood, including Iran, a clarity that if Israel were to be attacked by any state, that we would stand by them."
 
Those words from the US president were certainly welcomed in Jerusalem, but they failed to address the deep concerns besetting Israel and the region over Iran's rising belligerence, which has drawn encouragement from Obama's policies:
 
 1. The US president is focusing too narrowly on the nuclear dimension of the Iranian threat, when Tehran is already in the throes of an aggressive drive for regional expansion by conventional military means. It is actively stirring up civil strife and using subversion and terror to disrupt its neighbors.
 
 Obama talks about Israel's security concerns in the future tense in potential terms, when already an Iranian noose is tightening around its borders. He must have been apprised by his own intelligence advisers about the tasks Tehran has awarded its proxies, the Lebanese Hezbollah, and the Palestinian Hamas and Islamic Jihad, for turning the heat on the Jewish state - else why has Tehran raised Hezbollah's rocket-firing capacity against Israel to 1,000-1,500 rockets per day? And why send Hamas tens of millions of dollars for rebuilding the terror tunnels Israel destroyed in the Gaza Strip last summer and replenish its rocket arsenal?
 
Israel does not have the luxury of standing by until a foreign power, however friendly, "has its back."  Prime Minister Netanyahu and the Israel Defense Forces have made their own preparations for the worst-case scenario.  But they also ask: Is it right for Israel to be put in this position so that President Obama can claim what he calls "a historic agreement?"
 
2.  The list of governments skeptical of the value of the nuclear "framework" or "solutions" - depending on which of the Washington or Tehran versions they accept - does not end with Netanyahu. The day before it ran the Obama interview, The New York Times headed a front page story with the caption" Arab allies cry betrayal."
 
Saudi King Salman has clearly decided to brush off White House attempts to sell its nuclear deal with Iran or wait for Obama to catch up with events in the region. He is forging ahead in the defense of what he considers the oil kingdom's interests. His first step was to go ahead, without consulting with Washington, with military intervention in Yemen to stall the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels.
 
It is worth noting here that even Netanyahu, in his most heated diatribes against the US president's policies, never used the term "betrayal."
 
3.  Obama and his advisers are fond of declaring that a military strike on Iran's nuclear facilities would not delay its program more than a couple of years. For one thing, that theory has never been proved: Iran could be held back from the nuclear threshold by four or, for that matter, six years. Who's to say?  By then, Obama would have long been gone and also, by then, the ayatollahs - if they still ruled Iran - might have had a change of heart and decide to drop the current regime's nuclear bomb aspirations.
 
All these propositions are equally speculative.
 
 Still more short-sighted is the US president's determination that the talks with Iran are a "once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see whether or not we can at least take the nuclear issue off the table."
 
Even if the issue is resolved to the US president's satisfaction by June 30,  which most informed opinion doubts, it will still loom large on the tables of King Salman, Egyptian President Abdel-Fatteh el-Sisi, Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Minister Netanyahu.
 
 4.  There is also a question of credibility. Whereas Obama now questions the value of tougher sanctions for deterring Iran from violating any nuclear deals, such as are envisaged Congress, just a year ago he was all in favor of these penalties for bringing Tehran to the negotiating table.
 
 5. In his long interview to The New York Times, the president made no mention of the contrasting versions of the Lausanne process produced by Washington and Tehran- as debkafile was the first to disclose in detail on Saturday, April 4.
 
So which of the two is the correct one? Or were the two different narratives deliberately cooked up between US Secretary of State John Kerry and Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammed Javad Zarif as a selling device for their respective home audiences.
 
6. Getting to the bottom of the real deal concluded in Lausanne will be further complicated by the secret annexes which were appended and never intended to see the light of day. Middle East rulers can't be expected to take on faith a deal contracted by outside powers with their neighbor, that includes secret clauses to which they are not privy.
 
7. Nothing is said in either the US or Iranian version about Tehran's long-range ballistic missiles or the "research and development" work performed to outfit them for carrying nuclear warheads. Iran doesn't need these missiles to attack Israel, but they would pose a threat to America.
 
The Obama interview and reiterated pledge to Israel's security followed Netanyahu's latest broadside.
 
 Saying he sees better options than "this bad deal or war," the prime minister said  to CNN Sunday:
 
 "I think there's a third alternative, and that is standing firm, ratcheting up the pressure until you get a better deal." As it stands now, said the prime minister, "It does not roll back Iran's nuclear program. It keeps a vast nuclear infrastructure in place. Not a single centrifuge is destroyed. Not a single nuclear facility is shut down, including the underground facilities that they built illicitly. Thousands of centrifuges will keep spinning, enriching uranium. That's a very bad deal."
 
Netanyahu said Iran is a country of "congenital cheating" and that it can't be trusted to abide by the terms of the deal.
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Iran's Revolutionary Guards said 'preparing for war' in case deal collapses - http://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-revolutionary-guards-said-preparing-for-war-in-case-deal-collapses/
 
 
Fearing military strike if talks break down, Guards reportedly ready to close Strait of Hormuz, where they drilled to attack US forces weeks ago
 
Iran's Revolutionary Guards "are preparing for war" in the event that negotiations to turn Thursday's framework nuclear agreement into a binding deal by June 30 collapse, an Israeli TV report said Sunday night, citing Arab intelligence agencies. 
 
The Israeli Channel 10 report said Arab intelligence agencies have warned "France, the UK and the US" that the Revolutionary Guards fear Iran could face a military strike should the talks break down, and that the Guards are ready to close the Strait of Hormuz and take other unspecified measures. The Wall Street Journal reported Friday that the US was working as recently as January on improving its biggest bunker buster bombs in case they were needed for strikes on Iran's nuclear facilities. 
 
The Sunday Israeli TV report highlighted the major discrepancies that have emerged between the US and Iran since the framework agreement was announced on Thursday, raising the concern that the non-binding understandings reached to date will fall apart and the negotiations collapse.
 
A little over a month ago, the Revolutionary Guards held large-scale naval and air defense drills near the Strait of Hormuz - a strategic Gulf waterway, through which one fifth of the world's oil passes - in which dozens of speedboats swarmed a replica of a US aircraft carrier. State TV showed footage of missiles fired from the coast and fast boats striking the mock US aircraft carrier. The late February drill also included shooting down a drone and planting undersea mines.
 
The Guards announced they had test-fired a "new strategic weapon" during the drill, saying the system would play a key role in any future battle against the United States.
 
The White House said on Friday it was "confident" that it could get the deal "in place" by June 30. But key differences have emerged between the sides on what was agreed to date, and Iranian leaders warned over the weekend that they will resume higher-level uranium enrichment and other nuclear activity if they deem that the world powers are not keeping to what they consider the terms of the agreement.
 
Iran "will be able to return" its nuclear program to the same level if the other side fails to honor the deal, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said Saturday.
 
Iran's President Hassan Rouhani highlighted one of the central areas of disagreement Sunday - the timing and scale of sanctions relief. While the US has made clear that economic sanctions will be lifted in phases, an official Iranian foreign ministry fact sheet provides for the immediate lifting of all sanctions as soon as a final agreement is signed. "During the negotiations, we have always planned for the termination of the economic, financial and banking sanctions and we have never negotiated on their suspension, otherwise, no understanding would be made," Rouhani said on Sunday. "We will have a difficult path ahead in the stage of drafting the final deal," Rouhani noted.
 
Sunday's Israeli TV report also claimed that Saudi Arabia was furious with the P5+1 negotiators over aspects of the framework deal, notably clauses relating to inspection of Iranian facilities. The failure to ensure "anytime, anyplace" inspection constitutes a central flaw in potential supervision of Iranian activities, Saudi diplomats were reported to be complaining.
 
On Saturday night, a leading Israeli analyst highlighted six gaping areas of discrepancy between the American and Iranian accounts of what the agreement actually entails.
 
Ehud Ya'ari, Middle East analyst for Israel's Channel 2 News and an international fellow at the Washington Institute think tank, said the six discrepancies represent "very serious gaps" at the heart of the framework accord. They relate to issues as basic as when sanctions will be lifted, and how long restrictions on uranium enrichment will remain in place.
 
Referring to Thursday's American-issued "Parameters for a Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action," on the one hand, and the "fact sheet" issued Friday by the Iranian Foreign Ministry, on the other, Ya'ari noted that no deal was actually signed on Thursday, and that the leaders' statements and the competing fact sheets were thus critical to understanding what had been agreed.
 
He cited gulfs on issues including the timing and extent of sanctions relief, enrichment restrictions, ongoing research on advanced centrifuges, inspections, the fate of Iran's stockpile of lower-enriched uranium, and the possible military dimensions of the Iranian program.
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Arabs Blast "Obama's Deal" with Iran - By Khaled Abu Toameh - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/35331/arabs-blast-obamas-deal-with-iran-opinion/#yLu7wv1L8XvvWbPL.97
 
 
"This is a dangerous agreement... [it] provides Iran with what it needs most to pursue its wars and expansionism against the Arabs: funds." - Salah al-Mukhtar, Ammon News.
 
"Iran has tried to intervene in Iraq, Lebanon and Syria and it is seeing that it's not paying any price... There is also a feeling in Tehran that the U.S. is avoiding a military confrontation with the Iranians." - Hassan al-Barari, Al-Sharq.
 
According to Hani al-Jamal, an Egyptian political and regional researcher, the deal means that the international community has accepted Iran as a nuclear power.
 
Many Arabs have expressed deep concern over the nuclear deal that was reached this week between Iran and the world powers, including the US.
 
Arab leaders and heads of state were polite enough not to voice public criticism of the agreement when President Barack Obama phoned them to inform them about it. But this has not stopped Arab politicians, political analysts and columnists reflecting government thinking in the Arab world from lashing out at what they describe as "Obama's bad and dangerous deal with Iran."
 
A happy moment for Iran. P5+1 leaders pose with Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif after nuclear negotiations in Lausanne, Switzerland on April 2, 2015. (Image source: U.S. State Department) 
 
The Arabs, especially those living in the Gulf, see the framework agreement as a sign of US "weakness" and a green light for Iran to pursue its "expansionist" scheme in the Arab world.
 
"Some Arab countries are opposed to the nuclear deal because it poses a threat to their interests," said the Egyptian daily Al-Wafd in an article entitled, "Politicians: Obama's deal with Iran threatens Arab world."
 
The newspaper quoted Hani al-Jamal, an Egyptian political and regional researcher, as saying that the deal means that the international community has accepted Iran as a nuclear power. He predicted that the framework agreement would put Iran and some Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt on a collision course.
 
Al-Jamal advised the Arab countries to form a "Sunni NATO" that would guarantee Pakistan's status as a nuclear power and Arab ally in face of the "Iranian and Israeli threat."
 
Jihad Odeh, an Egyptian professor of political science, said that Obama's "achievements are designed to dismantle the Arab world. Obama wants to make historic achievements before the end of his term in office by destroying Al-Qaeda, seeking rapprochement with Cuba and reaching a nuclear agreement with Iran."
 
Although Saudi Arabia, which is currently waging war on Iranian-backed Houthi militiamen in Yemen, "welcomed" the nuclear agreement, it has privately expressed concern over the deal.
 
Similarly, several Gulf countries that initially welcomed the agreement are beginning to voice concern over its repercussions on the region. For the past several months, the Arabs have been warning against Iran's ongoing effort to take control over their countries.
 
"The US surely does not want to see a more powerful Iranian hegemony in the region, but at the same time, it does not appear to mind some kind of Iranian influence in the region," said Nasser Ahmed Bin Ghaith, a researcher from the United Arab Emirates. "Iran has been seeking to reclaim its previous role as the region's police." Bin Ghaith said that it was clear that Western recognition of Iranian regional influence would come at the expense of the Gulf countries. "The Gulf states should build strategic partnerships with the regional powers of Pakistan and Turkey, who share the Gulf nations' fears of Iranian ambitions in the region," he added.
 
Echoing widespread fear among Arabs of Iran's territorial ambitions in the Middle East, political analyst Hassan al-Barari wrote in Qatar's daily Al-Sharq against the policy of appeasement toward Tehran:
 
"Iran has tried to intervene in Iraq, Lebanon and Syria and it is seeing that it's not paying any price; on the contrary, there are attempts by the big powers to reach understandings with Iran. There is also a feeling in Tehran that the US is avoiding a military confrontation with the Iranians and their proxies. The Gulf countries have learned from the lessons of the past in various areas. The policy of appeasement has only led to wars. Any kind of appeasement with Iran will only lead it to ask for more and probably meddle in the internal affairs of the Arab countries and increase its arrogance."
 
Even Jordanians have joined the chorus of Arabs expressing fear over Iran's growing threat to the Arab world, especially in wake of the nuclear deal with the US and the big powers.
 
Salah al-Mukhtar, a Jordanian columnist, wrote an article entitled, "Oh Arabs wake up, your enemy is Iran," in which he accused the US of facilitating Tehran's wars against Arab countries.
 
Describing Iran as "Eastern Israel," al-Mukhtar said that the most dangerous aspect of the framework agreement is that it allows Iran to continue with its "destructive wars" against the Arabs. "This is a dangerous agreement, particularly for Saudi Arabia and the opposition forces in Iraq and Syria," the Jordanian columnist cautioned. "This agreement provides Iran with what it needs most to pursue its wars and expansionism against the Arabs: funds. Lifting the sanctions is America's way of backing the dangerous and direct wars against Arabs; the lifting of the sanctions also provides the Iranians with the funds needed to push with their Persian advancement. The US wants to drain Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf countries in preparation for dividing them."
 
Lebanon's English-language Daily Star newspaper also voiced skepticism over the nuclear deal. "For all the talk of this deal contributing to making the world safer, if Obama is truly concerned with his legacy, especially in the Middle East, he must now work with Iran to encourage it to become a regular member of the international community once again, and not a country which sponsors conflict, whether directly or via proxies, across the region," the paper editorialized. "Otherwise, this deal could just leave Iran emboldened in its expansionist designs."
 
In addition to the Arabs, Iranian opposition figures have also come out against the nuclear deal.
 
Maryam Rajavi, an Iranian politician and president of the National Council of Resistance,commented that,
 
A statement of generalities, without spiritual leader Khamenei's signature and official approval, does not block Tehran's path to a nuclear bomb nor prevent its intrinsic deception.
 
Continuing talks with religious fascism in Iran - as part of a policy of appeasement - will not secure the region and world from the threat of nuclear proliferation.
 
Complying with UN Security Council resolutions is the only way to block the mullahs from obtaining nuclear weapons.
 
Leniency and unwarranted concessions by the P5+1 to the least trustworthy regime in the world today only grants it more time and further aggravates the dangers it poses to the Iranian people, to the region and to the wider world.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Nearing Midnight: Religious Freedom Laws - Todd Strandberg - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
 
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act was passed in Indiana with the purpose of preventing the government from compelling individuals to do things they object to on religious grounds; like catering or providing flowers for gay weddings. Nineteen other states have similar laws. 
 
The ink wasn't even dry on the Indiana law before the liberal media jumped in to make this a fight over gay rights. The concern was that Indiana didn't have a state law specifically protecting gay people from discrimination. The press has already set forth the narrative that everyone is now going to boycott Indiana businesses because of the new law-turning the Hoosier state into an economic wasteland. They made the same dire predictions about Christian owned Chick-fil-A and Hobby Lobby, but those firms are still doing fine. 
 
The left seems to think laws that protect religious views are only good if they involve liberal ideas. Nobody is going into a kosher deli and demanding to be served a pork sandwich. There is no Jew saying, "I insist that Muhammad caters my son's Bar Mitzvah." None of the Westboro Baptist Church Protestors have argued that gay lawyers represent them in court. 
 
The law in Indiana is simply a retread of The Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993. That measure was introduced by Congressman Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and signed into law by President Bill Clinton. It was set up to allow Native Americans to get around drug laws with their use of peyote in traditional ceremonies. 
 
The issue of religious freedom should be a matter of common sense. When a gay couple asked a Denver bakery to fulfill an order for their same-sex wedding, the owner refused based on religious grounds. The gay couple should have respected the views of the bakery owner, and moved on to some other bakery that didn't care about their sexual orientation. If the bakery owner had expressed opposition to homosexuality but offered to make the cake anyway, the couple would have still likely taken their business elsewhere. 
 
Bakeries that are gay-friendly can face the same dilemma. A Colorado youth minister said he was discriminated against when he requested two cakes that reflect his views. He went to the Azucar Bakery and requested two cakes in the shape of an open Bible. He asked that the first cake show on one page, "God hates sin-Psalm 45:7," and on the facing page, "Homosexuality is a detestable sin-Leviticus 18:22." He requested that the second cake have on one page, "God loves sinners," and on the facing page, "While we were yet sinners Christ died for us-Romans 5:8." 
 
The drive for religious freedom legislation is largely the result of opportunity-seeking gays being able to win state court decisions based on individual grievousness. A professional photography studio in New Mexico that refused to photograph a gay couple's wedding was forced out of business when it lost a resulting lawsuit. The state's Supreme Court said only the government was allowed to discriminate in the name for religious freedom. 
 
In a free society, everyone should have the right to associate with other people who share similar beliefs. If someone opened a satanic cafe called "Hail Satan," I certainly would not eat there. If they only wanted to serve non-Christians, they should have that right. No sane believer would go there to demand service. 
 
The one reason why Christians keep losing ground in this country is because we constantly allow ourselves to be pushed around by groups representing minority views. Christians are the largest demographic group in the country, and yet we struggle to have influence over the basic rules of morality. 
 
The entire concept of gay marriage is a joke. The vast majority of homosexuals are not interested in any lasting relationships. Studies show that most married gays have sex outside their relationships (with the knowledge and approval of their partners). The media even tries to keep the gay divorce rate a big secret. Elton John is the only queer celebrity that I can recall who is still "married." (So the divorce numbers must be pretty dire.) 
 
The liberal agenda behind religious freedom is not about tolerance and copasetic co-existence. Their biased self-righteous intolerance will never be satisfied until all segments of society endorse their reprobate mindset. 
 
"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them" (Romans 1:28).
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Jeopardy - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd169.html
 
 
America is in Jeopardy and it is the fault of many: The Democratic Party for not vetting Pres. Obama before he was nominated, the Republicans and Democrats for not impeaching him, and those who voted for him (especially the second time), and all who choose to ignore what the Bible says.
 
Two important verses in the Song of Moses read: "When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. For the LORD'S portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance" (Deut. 32:8-9).
 
This means that God divided up the earth when He scattered the nations at the tower of Babel. God gave one group of people part of Africa, another group of people part of Europe, another group of people part of Asia, etc. until He had given away the whole earth except for one small place.
 
He didn't give anyone the Promised Land. He kept that for Himself and set it aside for  Israel.
 
Later, God called Abraham and made a covenant to give ALL of the Promised Land to Abraham and his descendants in their generation and to be their God (Gen. 17:7-8). He made it plain that the covenant went through Isaac and later Jacob whose name was changed to  Israel (Gen. 17:18-21; 28:13; 35:10-12).
 
God is the Creator of this earth and He has the right and the power to keep a small piece of it for His own purposes. He can make a covenant to set it aside for Israel, if He wants to. He is God and humans are not in a position to tell Him what He can and cannot do. Humans are not in a position to tell Him He can't keep His covenant with Israel, if they don't like it. This leads to four conclusions:  
 
1) Since God kept the Promised Land for Himself, no one has the authority to give that it away.  
 
 2) Since God had this put in the Bible, the world has the will of God on this so it comes down to a knowledge of the Bible and whether the world is willing to believe and obey it or not.   
 
3) Since God set the borders of Israel's land, it is a bad mistake for the U.S. or anyone else to try to re-draw those borders to create a Palestinian State or whatever.   
 
4) Since God has already pre-determined that Israel will get all of the Promised Land, those who act contrary to the Scriptures are ultimately going to fail. They will have to answer to God for their actions.
 
God's promise to bless those who bless  Israel and curse those who curse  Israel is real. His warning that those who harm Israel will be harmed is real.
 
His warning that what nations do to  Israel at the end of the age will come back on them is real. His threat to cut in pieces all that burden themselves with Jerusalem is real. His threat to drag the nations into the battle of Armageddon for dividing the Promised Land is real.
 
So the pressure that Pres. Obama is putting on Prime Minister Netanyahu to sign a peace treaty that will divide the Promised Land is putting the U.S. (and the whole world) into jeopardy. In God's view, the Palestinians are the occupiers-not Israel. And the pettiness, temper tantrums and revenge of the little man in the White House are not battles with Prime Minister Netanyahu and Israel. They are  battles with the all-powerful God that set the Promised Land aside for His own purposes.
 
Pres. Obama is anti-Semitic and pro-Muslim. He is ignoring Palestinian war crimes, Palestinian anti-Israel hatred, their constant rioting and terrorist attacks; their tunnels to kidnap and kill Israeli citizens, their Islamic hatred in school literature, their training of children to oppose Israel.  
 
He is ignoring their use of Palestinian children as human shields, the Palestinian rockets that fell on Israeli schools and hospitals, the Palestinian rockets that were fired from civilian centers, the Palestinian rockets that killed their own citizens, the vitriolic language that Jews are pigs, cancers, etc. And he, the sitting president in the White House blames all of this on Israel.
 
Pres. Obama is ignoring the fact that both Yasser Arafat and Mahmoud Abbas turned down Israeli offers on a Palestinian State. He is twisting the arm of Prime Minister Netanyahu, but refusing to twist the arm of Mahmoud Abbas to make Mr. Abbas recognize  Israel's right to exist. He tried to defeat the election of Prime Minister Netanyahu, but he won't try to defeat the election of Mahmoud Abbas.
 
These things that our pro-Muslim, anti-Semitic, evil-minded president is doing to Israel's detriment are exposing the U.S., and the entire world to the judgment of God. White House officials say Prime Minister Netanyahu is disrespecting Pres. Obama. No! Pres. Obama is disrespecting God. His anti-Israel, anti-God actions are jeopardizing the whole world and they are going to trigger the Tribulation period.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com 
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Daily Jot: Your walk to Emmaus - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
Christians around the world celebrated their most high Holy Day this past weekend--the commemoration and celebration of the Passover Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who was found without blemish, was crucified, buried and risen, overcame sin and death that those who believe may have everlasting life. Many pastors saw folks that they see maybe twice a year--the other time being Christmas. Many may have celebrated at home with family and friends, having a more traditional Passover Seder or reading of the Holy Scriptures. It is a day when most everyone who claims to be a follower of Christ comes together in some way. Then they go home. And often just go about their lives. But there is so much more.
 
The story of Christ after his resurrection gives us insight into how we are to walk out our faith. I am reminded of the account in Luke 24 about the two men on their way to Emmaus when Jesus walked with them after he had resurrected. Their "eyes were holden that they did not recognize him." They told Jesus what had happened in Jerusalem during Passover and how Jesus of Nazareth had been crucified." Jesus, as he continued to walk with them, explained (verse 27), "beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself."  He sat with them to eat and, Verse 31 says, "their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight."
 
Luke 24:32 says, "And they said one to another, did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?" These guys were so excited that they ran back to Jerusalem only to find the disciples gathered together and told them of what happened. "And as they spoke, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and said unto them Peace be unto you." And he explained to them how the things were fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning him. The men who walked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, and now the disciples, had a new understanding of the scriptures as explained by the resurrected Christ.
 
Christ remained on earth some 40 days after his resurrection and appeared to over 500 people. During this time, the disciples gained a clearer understanding of the scriptures and found a deeper meaning to their relationship with Christ Jesus. Jesus instructed them to go out and witness and make disciples. It must have been an amazing and terrible time to witness the fulfillment of those prophecies during that Passover. But how precious it was to walk with Jesus after he was resurrected. During these difficult times, as prophecies pointing toward the return of Jesus seem to be in process, it is ever more important to draw close to Jesus, to walk with him on our own road to Emmaus that we might have greater understanding and a stronger relationship with the one who died that we may live. 
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Daily Devotion: An Oasis of Hope - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the Lord." -Psalm 122:1
 
I think we sometimes approach church more from the standpoint of consumers than communers. We may think of going to church the way we think of going to a movie: What time does the movie start? At seven? Well, they roll the trailers for the first twenty minutes, so we'll get there at about seven. We'll park and grab some popcorn first. And when the movie is over, we don't want to wait for the credits to roll, so we'll get up and leave.
 
We can have the same mentality toward church. Oh well, it's just that worship stuff at the beginning. . . . I'll get in late and maybe check my texts and e-mail while I'm waiting. Oh, and I'll leave early.
 
But that is not the way to go to church. It is a place of worship, it is the house of God, and believers are the family of God. So we need to change the way we think about it. Worship is not the opening act; worship is prayer set to song. It is a time of communing with God.
 
And we should not go to church merely to have our needs met. Sometimes people will hop around to different churches because they like the style of music at one church or the teaching at another church. But that is actually not good for us spiritually.
 
We need a consistent place so we can get a consistent theology. We also need a place to be accountable to those who know us and can check in with us and help us in life-as we help them as well. We need a place to develop our gifts and serve the Lord.
 
The church is like an oasis of hope in a desert of hopelessness. 
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FROM THE HEART
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/49.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Wise Shall Understand - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8023
 
 
''But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.''  (Daniel 12:4)
 
Imagine if you will, that one day scientists abandon the flawed and completely illogical theory of Darwinian Evolution.  Imagine what science could accomplish without that biased monkey hanging on their back?
 
For many of these men and women, it would revolutionize the way they analyze a problem.  Rapid advances in our civilization came because men like Isaac Newton, Nicolai Tesla, and Albert Einstein did not follow the status quo. 
 
Like the harnessing of electricity, or the invention of the printing press...mankind's great leaps forward in time propelled understanding to a new level.  A new paradigm opens up and thus spins off subsequent discoveries like a Fibonacci Spiral.  What has largely kept men at bay, was our own preconceived notions about what was logical, feasible, and possible.  Because of that reason, knowledge was often bottlenecked in various points throughout the course of human history.
 
A great discovery is made, and there is an explosion of new ideas that spiral out from that one and continue on until it reaches a point when further progress becomes frustrated or stifled.  And whether that road block comes in the form of a government, a church, or just our preconceived notions about how to do something.  It would seem that man's capacity for increased knowledge comes in brilliant, brief flashes...followed by long periods of darkness.
 
A great example of this is in our understanding of the prophetic scriptures, or in how we have come to know what we know.
 
Most of the Early Church Fathers (ECF) believed in a literal return of Christ and a literal kingdom that He would establish one day in the end times.  (Daniel 2:44-45, Isaiah 65:17-25, Revelation 20).  I imagine we would have had considerable more information about what their thoughts on the prophetic texts were, but the ECF soon became valiantly engaged in battling the Gnostics, Judaizers, pagans, and skeptics for the better part of 250 years against them making inroads into the Church.  They fought just to keep the basic tenets of Christianity intact.  They were able to do all that, and still face ten periods of intense persecution by a pagan Roman Empire. (Smyrna)
 
The Sealing 
 
But beginning in the year 313, Constantine legalized Christianity in the Edict of Milan.  Christianity went from being persecuted and fringe, to being accepted and legal.  Over the course of the rest of that century, instead of Christianity going out into the world, the world would come into Christianity.  (Pergamum)
 
As Christianity became more acceptable to the establishment (Roman Empire), political correctness got its toe in the door of the church. I imagine it wasn't all that popular to be preaching that Christ would soon return and destroy all the kings and kingdoms of the world, while under the watchful eye of an Emperor.  Allegorizing scriptures provided a way for priests and bishops to remain politically correct and still keep their jobs.  This had begun in earnest by an early "Christian" mystic named Origen in the 3rd Century. 
 
A century later, a Christian priest named Jerome was commissioned to translate the Bible into Latin, finishing around the year 405 A.D.  Around that same time, a Christian theologian named Augustine of Hippo (who had been influenced by Origen), had begun applying that same method of allegorizing the scriptures to all of his interpretations of the Bible. This type of hermeneutics would create a new strain in Eschatology called 'Amillennialism'.
 
'Amillennialism' denied that Christ would literally return to earth, but that the Kingdom was spiritual and ever present.  Since Augustine was in large part, the 'doctrinal-father' for the Roman Catholic Church (RCC), 'Amillennialism' became THE eschatology for most of Christendom.  And as the RCC gained power and authority, they retained their clergical power by making the Latin Vulgate the only legal and acceptable translation of the Bible.  The only people still able to read and speak Latin were the clergy within the RCC, which ensured that they would have a monopoly on anything that was called "Christian" for the better part of a 1,000 years. (Thyatira)
 
Removing the Veil
 
But the times they were a changing.  A new translation had been handwritten in English by a scholar named John Wycliffe in the 1380's. (He was killed).  He was followed by another man named John Hus (burned at the stake) who also began handwriting Bibles in English.  The Guttenberg press was invented in the 1450's and came out with a printed German Bible.  Pretty soon, there was an explosion of interest into Christianity.  For the first time since the early church days, people could read the Bible in their own language.  They did not have to rely on a priest to tell them what a Bible said.
 
The 1500's brought about the Reformation movement led by a Catholic monk named Martin Luther who was sick of how corrupted the system had become Protestant groups began popping up all over Europe as the word was put into the vernacular of the common man.  Although the "protesters" may have corrected a lot of the doctrinal abuses on orthodox Christianity by the RCC, their major failing was that they kept the Catholic Eschatological view point of Amillennialism. (Sardis)
 
The First Great Awakening occurred toward the end of the 1700's, and Protestant Missionaries were sent out around the world to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  An evangelistic movement broke out in Ireland in the mid-1800s called the 'Plymouth Brethren'.  They came together and began to study their Bibles in a literal manner shaking off the confines of denominationalism altogether.
 
The result of doing this was that they began to recognize that the Bible could be taking literally, and it led them to the ultimate conclusion that the Bible is Dispensational, Pre-Millennial, and they were somewhere near the end times.  So it wasn't that John N. Darby and company created Pre-Millennial Eschatology out of thin air, but really only rediscovered what had been hidden in plain sight for almost 2,000 years. (Philadelphia)
 
"About the Time of the End, a body of men will be raised up who will turn their attention to the Prophecies, and insist upon their literal interpretation, in the midst of much clamor and opposition" Sir Isaac Newton
 
Precept upon Precept
 
It was said that Sir Isaac Newton wrote more about biblical prophecy than he did on any other topic.  He was fascinated particularly by the books of Daniel and Revelation.  But even with all his mental genius and boundless energy to write and study the prophetic word, he remained largely "ignorant" of prophetic events that even the average Bible prophecy student today takes for granted.
 
Here at the Omega Letter, many of us looked up to (and still do) Jack Kinsella as not only a pastor, but a mentor.  He provided a straight forward and simple understanding of not only Bible Prophecy, but of what it means to be a Christian living in these last days.  Jack's mentor was Hal Lindsey.  Hal's mentors were most likely men like Lewis Sperry Chaffer, Cyrus Scofield, and Clarence Larkin.  Larkin and Scofield picked up on what the Plymouth Brethren had been doing, which simply was returning to a literal understanding of the Bible. Thanks to those men, we know that we are in that last church age that precedes the coming of our Lord.  (Laodicea)
 
Each group or generation of men learned from the previous, and that knowledge was passed on, built upon, and measured against the current events of that day.  So we here today, are the recipients of over a 150 years of accumulated learning and study.
 
This learning has been greatly accelerated by the use of the Internet, study bibles, commentaries and teachings.  What had been hidden to many in Christianity only a century ago, has come to light with the return of national Israel to their ancestral homeland.  But even as early as 1919, Cyrus Scofield noted in his Scofield Study Bible, that Israel HAD to become a nation again because a literal reading of Ezekiel 36-37 demanded it.  I imagine he caught a lot of grief for including that in his Bible back then...that is...until 1948.
 
But we only know what we know today, because we have stood on the shoulders of giants.  Not only do we benefit from their diligent study and willingness to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit, but we have accumulated more history then them.
 
We've had the privilege to see Israel become a nation again.  We've seen the formation of revived Roman Empire via the Europe Union, coming together into a single political and economic body.  We've seen the collapse of the Soviet Union and the reemergence of Russia.  We are now seeing Red China rising and the US declining.  We are seeing the push for a New World Order that will one day lead to a one-world currency, religion, and political body.  We are seeing the signs of increasing natural disasters in both frequency and intensity.  We are seeing technology moving at a frightening pace that allows men to play god and computers to become like men.
 
Communications have become global with an instantaneous reach.  Artificial intelligence is leaving the realms of science fiction and becoming reality. There is in increased fascination with the supernatural, occultic, and unexplainable. 
 
Closing Thoughts
 
Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, "My lord, what shall be the end of these things?"
 
And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.  (Daniel 12:8-10 NKJV)
 
Once again we are reaching that point in time where the prophetic text has been studied, preached, taught, and dissected so many ways...by so many great teachers, that it seems impossible that we could still pull any new information out of what we already know.  Any study, about any verse of the Bible is available many times over in either written, audio, or video formats.  I don't know what else can be brought out of the most intensely studied book in the history of the world. 
 
I know that these are indeed exciting times, but the watchmen can grow very weary in seeing how rapidly the world is sinking into spiritual and moral depravity.  It weighs heavy on our hearts.  We are instructed to be ready, to watch, and to lift our heads up when these things begin to happen. 
 
But one thing I do know, we will have the privilege of seeing what the prophets, apostles, early church fathers, and those godly men of old, longed to see.  If we are patient, we will be that generation in the not too distant future who hears the shout, the voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of God calling us home. 
 
"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  (John 14:1-3)
 
Even so, Come Lord Jesus! 
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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