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	4/9/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Netanyahu and Obama agree: Iran could be ready to make atomic bomb by deal's end
State Dep't Clarifies Obama's 'Muddled' Words on Iran Nuclear Breakout Time
Khamenei: US fact sheet on Iran nuclear deal shows 'devlish' American intentions 
The unfolding farce of Obama's deal with Iran
Poll: A third of US Republicans support Iran nuclear deal
EU re-imposes sanctions on Iranian bank, 32 shipping firms
Iran will sign nuclear deal only if all sanctions lifted, Rouhani says 
Iran claims nuclear powers failing to take concrete action to eliminate arsenal
U.S. senator seeks to remove key provision from Iran nuclear bill
Analysis: The risks Iran will face if final nuclear deal fails 
US mimics Netanyahu's cartoon bomb to sell nuke deal
Obama Gives Despicable Response to Netanyahu's Clarion Call for Iran to Recognize Israel
US, Iran support for dueling sides in Yemen raises prospect of proxy fight
Kerry says US won't 'stand by' in Middle East as Iran steps up Yemen involvement
Iran deploys warships off Yemen's coast
UAE says sees Iranian meddling in Yemen, region
Iran says working to help Yemen form unity government to fix crisis
Iran foreign minister: Pakistan, Iran must work together on Yemen
Security officials: Abbas' actions causing escalation in the West Bank 
Terror in West Bank: Two IDF soldiers stabbed by Palestinian
Palestinian police say have expanded security control in West Bank 
PA: Qatar lends Palestinians $100 million to pay salaries 
US judge rejects Arab Bank bid to avoid liability for Hamas attacks
Hezbollah leader expects another war with Israel soon
'Homes in Lebanese villages won't be standing after next Israel-Hezbollah war'
Outrage as Dutch Soccer Fans Chant 'Jews Burn the Best'
Anonymous's 'Electronic Holocaust' Against Israel Falls Flat
Israel still world leader in patents
Peace move, or just business? Israel, Iran join China's fund
ICC prosecutor: Prospect for investigation into Islamic State fighters 'limited'
Islamic State releases more than 200 captive Yazidis in Iraq
Canada conducts first airstrike against ISIS in Syria 
Sweden to send troops to Iraq to support fight against Islamic State 
ISIS Hackers Hit French Television Network TV5Monde
Pope Francis hails Christians as 'the martyrs of today' 
Kenya freezes key money transfers to Somalia after university terror attack
US Soldier Killed and 7 injured in a Deadly Ambush in Afghanistan
Boston bombing jury finds Tsarnaev guilty of deadly 2013 attack
Texas judge refuses to lift block on Obama immigration plan
Cheney slams Obama in radio interview, says policies aim to 'take America down'
North Korea fires missiles into sea as US defense chief visits region 
US military commander: Russian military 'far more capable' than Soviet Union's
Firefighters douse fire on Russian nuclear sub
UN paid Russian air charters hundreds of millions while Putin invaded Ukraine
Greece has not asked Russia for financial aid: Putin
Russian, Greek leaders talk of restoring trade despite sanctions
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Acajutla, El Salvador
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Iwo Jima, Japan
Oklahoma shaken by 4.3-magnitude earthquake
Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 28,000ft
Tungurahua volcano in Ecuador erupts to 20,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 17,000ft
Chemical plant blast, anti-pollution protest in China
Michigan to Texas Brace for Severe Storms, Tornadoes Thursday
Taiwan rations water amid drought
California laments 'dismal' water cuts after drought call
California drought leads to increase in West Nile virus cases
9th Minnesota turkey farm hit by deadly bird flu; Meeker County operation has 310,000 birds
2 New Ebola Vaccines Pass Important Early Test, Researchers Say
Ebola cases in West Africa drop to lowest figure in a year 
California lawmakers advance bill requiring vaccinations for most schoolkids
Inkjet could produce tool to identify infectious diseases
HIV Is Like 'Internet Malware' And Early Detection Is Key To Stop It From Spreading
HIV: new approach against virus 'holds promise'
White House Supports Efforts to Ban 'Conversion Therapy' for Gay and Transgender Youth
Students protest decision not to hire gay teacher at Catholic School
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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	IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Iran Framework Silent on Key Nuclear Site
1. The Promised - and Undivided - Land
1. Northcom: China's Three Missile Submarines a 'Concern'
1. 19 Signs That American Families Are Being Economically Destroyed
1. Daily Jot: "President's" Christianity questioned
1. Daily Devotion: You Are Being Watched
1. Featured Article: Born of Water and Spirit     
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Iran Framework Silent on Key Nuclear Site - Bill Gertz - http://freebeacon.com/national-security/iran-framework-silent-on-key-nuclear-site/
 
 
Parchin used for explosive tests for Tehran bomb program
 
The international framework nuclear agreement reached in Switzerland last week makes no specific mention of Iran's Parchin military facility-a key location of suspected nuclear weapons work.
 
The omission of Parchin in the formal statements released by negotiators after the deal was reached is raising questions about whether Iran will agree to disclose all details of its work on building nuclear arms.
 
"Parchin has been the center of Iran's weaponization efforts for decades," said John Bolton, former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.
 
"There is simply no provision for adequate international inspections of Parchin or any other weaponization-related activities, including Iran's ballistic-missile programs," Bolton added. "We have only our own intelligence capabilities, which Iran and North Korea have repeatedly evaded."
 
The United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) stated in its February report on Iran that minor activity was detected recently at Parchin, located southeast of Tehran.
 
Satellite imagery revealed vehicles, equipment and construction materials at the site, the report said, noting that Iran has refused agency requests for access to the site since 2012.
 
Much of the complex was destroyed by the Iranians after Tehran was questioned about it in 2012.
 
Unlike two other nuclear facilities at Fordow and Natanz that are extensively covered by the framework nuclear accord, nothing in the framework specifically calls for access to Iran's military facility at Parchin.
 
The Parchin military complex has been closely watched by U.S. intelligence for more than 15 years. It is known to be run by the Defense Industries Organization of Iran, Tehran's main military manufacturer. It includes hundreds of buildings and test sites used for development of weapons, including rockets and fuel, and high explosives, including plastic explosives.
 
The White House fact sheet outlining the framework for what is being called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action specifies that Iran will provide access to all nuclear facilities. But the only two sites mentioned are Fordow and Natanz, both of which have been under video surveillance by the IAEA. The two centrifuge plants were built in violation of Iran's commitment to the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
 
For places such as Parchin, the fact sheet states that Iran will implement "an agreed set of measures" to provide a full accounting of its "possible" nuclear arms work.
 
State Department spokeswoman Marie Harf did not say why Parchin was left out of the White House fact sheet, and an Iranian variant of the fact sheet on the Iran deal. In an email, she also did not say for certain Parchin will be inspected, only that it is expected to be part of any final agreement.
 
Parchin is part of what the negotiators call the "possible military dimensions" of the Iran nuclear program.
 
"We are still negotiating over all of the people and places where the IAEA will have access required when it comes to possible military dimensions," Harf said at the State Department Friday.
 
Asked whether Parchin would be inspected as part of the agreement, Harf said: "Well, we would find it, I think, very difficult to imagine a JCPA that did not require such access at Parchin."
 
Simon Henderson, a nuclear specialist at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said Parchin is included the framework "only by implication." Iran may try to block access by claiming that the work done there was did not involve nuclear materials, he said.
 
"Strictly speaking Parchin may not be a nuclear site in the sense that Iran has not declared it to the IAEA as such," Henderson said.
 
As a result, Parchin could be excluded from the framework's provision requiring that the IAEA be granted access to all nuclear sites.
 
"A key question is whether there has ever been nuclear material there," Henderson said. "The fear is that there has indeed been such material there."
 
The conventional high-explosive tests suspected of taking place do not require nuclear material because ordinary uranium could be used for assessing the quality of an implosion designed to create a nuclear blast with enriched uranium in an actual nuclear bomb.
 
"To get to Parchin, the parameters [of a final agreement] need to include 'anytime, anyplace' inspections," Henderson said. "At the moment it doesn't look as though we are going to get those."
 
Parchin became the focus of western efforts to expose Iran's nuclear arms program in a November 2011 IAEA report. The report said Parchin was being used for explosive experiments that are "strong indicators of possible weapon development," the IAEA said.
 
The report disclosed that Iran had conducted work on "modeling of spherical geometries, consisting of components of the core of a [high enriched uranium] nuclear device subjected to shock compression, for their neutronic behavior at high density, and a determination of the subsequent nuclear explosive yield."
 
Additionally, the vessel was separated from a control building by an earthen barrier "indicating the probable use of high-explosives in the chamber," the report said, noting the vessel could contain a detonation of up to 70 kilograms of high explosives.
 
Iran allowed inspectors to visit the area around the vessel in 2005 but not the building housing the container.
 
A 2012 IAEA report repeated the earlier 2011 assessment that Iran constructed a large explosives containment vessel for "hydrodynamic experiments"-conventional explosives tests used to create pressure on fissile material in setting off a nuclear blast.
 
The building around the large cylinder vessel was built in 2000 but U.S. intelligence only learned of it in March 2011.
 
Satellite imagery of the site revealed little activity between 2005 and January 2012-when Iran was notified the IAEA wanted access to the plant.
 
Shortly after the notification, Iran began dismantling it. Activities seen included run-off of fluid from the vessel, equipment moved outside the plant, removal of fixtures from the building and vehicle activity.
 
The Iranians then destroyed five buildings near the main facility, and the removal of power lines, fences, and paved roads.
 
IAEA Director Yukiya Amano said in June 2013 that Iran appears to have removed nuclear bomb-making equipment and materials from Parchin. He noted the "massive" removal of soil, paving, and possible removal of infrastructure.
 
"As our verification capacity has been negatively impacted because of the extensive activities by Iran [at Parchin], it may no longer be possible to find anything even if we have access," Amano told reporters in Vienna at the time.
 
A State Department cable from 2008 disclosed by Wikileaks revealed that China supplied Parchin Chemical Industries with an industrial machine in violation of U.N. sanctions.
 
"Given Iran's refusal to address international concerns about its nuclear programs and its record as a serial proliferator that supports international terrorism, the United States views with serious concern any export of items with potential WMD applications to end-users designated under UN Security Council Resolutions," the cable stated in opposing the Chinese arms proliferation sale.
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The Promised - and Undivided - Land - Victor Sharpe - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/Articles/Article.aspx/16753#.VSajspuUB9C
 
 
Passover was a time of freedom and later, a time for pogroms.
 
Millions of the world's population do not know the meaning of the towering festival of freedom and liberty known as Passover; a festival recognizing an event that has blessed the world for well over 3,000 years.
 
The first day of the festival begins always on the 15th day of the Jewish month of Nissan. Jews and Christians know from the Bible the story of the Exodus and of the salvation of the Jewish people from centuries of slavery under the Egyptian pharaohs: The creation and deliverance of an entire nation.
 
Such a seminal event in humanity's history became the foundation for freedom and liberty - created many centuries before democracy was first enunciated by Greek philosophers who nevertheless lived within a polytheistic society.
 
Many people know in varying degrees the Passover story and of the creation and birth of the Jewish people and of their undying faith in the One and Only God; invisible and indivisible. Judaism has given the world monotheism in its purest and most undiluted nature. The Unity of God is what Jews have defended against all who attempted to suggest a plurality: even to enduring martyrdom.
 
The long suffering Jews under Egyptian bondage were led to freedom by the Jewish prophet, Moses, who brought them to their own very special and promised Land of Israel. Moses spoke with G-d in Sinai and brought a wondrous divine gift to the Jewish people and through them to all humanity - the Decalogue; the Ten Commandments, and the basis of today's laws of Western and Judeo-Christian civilization and jurisprudence. These ten brief commandments - a mere 120 Hebrew words - are written on the walls of synagogues and churches and in public places.
 
But, as in all Jewish practice, Moses was never deified. He was shown in the Torah, the first five books of the Bible, as a man; nothing else. Indeed in order not to deify him or exalt him over others he is shown in the Holy Bible with human failings and his burial place remains unknown.
 
He sought the mountain top and beheld the Promised Land of Israel, yet was never to enter. In fact, in the Torah Moses is described merely as "the humblest and meekest of all human beings." For in Judaism, only G-d is divine and besides Him there are none other.
 
Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) is the first of the Jewish holidays and festivals, coinciding with the coming of the Spring in the Jewish people's ancestral, biblical and native land: the land given by God in an everlasting Covenant to the Jewish people; a land extending from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea and including Gilead (the possession of the tribes of Manasseh, Gad and Reuben) east of the river, in the present day Arab state called Jordan.
 
The Passover festival precedes two other harvest festivals based upon the agricultural cycles of ancient and modern Israel. Next comes Succot, which is known as Tabernacles, followed by Shavuot, Pentecost, which records and commemorates the giving to Moses of the Ten Commandments.  Mankind was, and is, blessed through the Passover for it is a veritable gift to those who accept its divine message and perform the ritual meal, the Seder, recording the Exodus story.
 
But there is an evil in men's hearts, and it is a profound evil, for those who hate and envy this Jewish gift to humanity and its message of freedom, liberty and foundational democracy. They have chosen since time immemorial to rise up to destroy all that it stands for and persecute those - the Jews - who received it from God and who have shared it with all humanity.
 
Let me recount what Mary Antin wrote in 1911 about the horrors inflicted upon the Jews in Russia as they celebrated the festival of liberty in the Exodus story during the festive Seder meal. Ms. Antin wrote of what routinely took place at Passover and of how Russian neighbors reminded the Jews that for them it was another Egypt:
 
"... in Russian cities and even more in country districts, where Jewish families lived scattered, the stupid peasants would hear lies about the Jews, fill themselves with vodka, and set out to kill their Jewish neighbors.
 
"They attacked them with knives and clubs and scythes and axes, killed them or tortured them and burned their houses. This was called a pogrom.
 
"Jews who escaped the pogroms came with wounds on them and horrible, horrible, stories of little babies torn limb from limb before their mother's eyes. Only to hear these things made one sob and sob and choke with pain.
 
"People who saw such things never smiled any more, no matter how long they lived and sometimes their hair turned white in a day and others went insane."
 
In the Passover story, which is enshrined in the Haggadah, the book retelling the events of the Exodus and of the order of the Seder meal, there is a profound and millennial old passage: "Not one man alone has risen up against us to destroy us, but in every generation there have risen up against us those who sought to destroy us; but the Holy One, blessed be He, delivers us from their hands." And so it was and still is.
 
Mary Antin spoke about unspeakable horrors inflicted on Jewish families in Russia; atrocities which had been repeated time after time throughout Europe and the Islamic world. Those relentless persecutions, pogroms and the shattering genocide perpetrated against the Jews during the Holocaust by Nazi Germany, in which a third of the world's Jewish population was exterminated, were done when the Jews were still living in the long night of statelessness after Rome had destroyed Jewish Judea in 135 CE.
 
Yet today, since the modern miracle in 1948 of Israel's rebirth and reconstitution as a sovereign, independent nation, restored again to its aboriginal, ancestral and biblical homeland, some Israelis, primarily on the Left - despite all the overwhelming and empirical evidence of implacable Arab and Muslim refusal to ever accept it as a Jewish state - continue to urge unheard of and suicidal offers of "land for peace." They embrace the dread euphemism, the "Two State Solution," which for Israel mirrors that other ghastly euphemism and its reality; the "Final Solution."
 
This seems an aberration, an illogical and deeply naïve offer in the face of so much evidence of antipathy and loathsome hatred exhibited towards the Jewish state by the Arabs who call themselves Palestinians. Indeed, to give away one inch of the land is a profound rejection of the Covenant made between His people and Almighty G-d. It is also a strategy of national suicide and a negation of Jewish sovereignty.
 
As Passover approaches again, there are deep fears that the president of the United States is poised to go to the United Nations Security Council to force upon the embattled Jewish state a terrorist entity to be called Palestine and ripped out of Israel's heartland of Judea and Samaria.
 
Obama has turned his face against Israel and has assumed the role of Amalek. His hatred of an Israeli prime minister who will not bow to his diktats has hardened his heart, even as he has unleashed much pain and suffering throughout the Middle East and, in particular, upon the Jewish state.  Remember the words: "In every generation."
 
I remember listening to the words of a one-time Arab terrorist who once planted a bomb in Jerusalem but has now become a passionate supporter of the Jewish state. Walid Shoebat stated to a Jewish audience in America the following: "Americans need to start looking at what really happens in Israel. They don't see what happens in their media. They don't see what happens to the religious places in Judea or what the world calls the West Bank.
 
"They have never seen what has happened to Joseph's tomb. They have never seen every single holy place, Jewish and Christian, in Judea desecrated by the Palestinian Muslims. Americans need to see the reality on the ground and what happened to two Jews who got lost in the streets of Ramallah in the Palestinian Authority. If they did they would see the frenzy, the demonic frenzy of the Palestinian Arab population of Ramallah. How they tore out the human hearts, lungs and kidneys of the hapless Israeli victims.
 
"The media in America and around the world must show the reality of how the Jews suffer and of how the Jew cannot go from his home to worship in Joseph's tomb or worship on the Temple Mount."
 
The worst possible mistake Israel ever made was inviting Arafat and his terrorist cronies to end their exile in Tunisia and set up their new headquarters in Judea - Israel's biblical heartland. This decision by the left-wing Israeli government of Yitzhak Rabin led to Arafat and his terrorist gang gaining international acceptance and the odious so-called Oslo Peace Accords, which in time became the Oslo War in which thousands of Israeli civilians were murdered and maimed by Palestinian terrorists and suicide bombers.
 
Israel should no longer seek to placate those Europeans, the present U.S. Administration, and the morally compromised State Department who remorselessly call for a "two-state- solution, which would reduce the Jewish state at its most populous region to a width of only nine miles: yes, only nine miles wide: A sure and certain recipe for self-destruction within the Middle East; arguably the most evil neighborhood on planet Earth.
 
So on the Passover festival, which brings light and blessings to all humanity but which also brings the maniacal threats of genocide against the Jewish people by those, like the evil mullahs of Iran who would eagerly usher in nuclear terror while spewing their hideous ravings and shameless libels against the Jewish state.
 
But Israel is not alone. There are still millions of Americans - perhaps the majority - who support Israel and want to fight for her in the media and in the political realm against grievous pressure from the Obama Administration but are waiting for Israel to give them the reason to do so.
 
So these timely thoughts and questions must be urgently considered before, during and after the time of Passover for it surely is humanity's moral barometer.
 
As the great Rabbi J.H. Hertz wrote in 1935: "Though man cannot always even half control his destiny, G-d has given him the reins of his conduct altogether into his hands."
 
May Prime Minister Netanyahu and his new government, should it assume office, take to heart the pleas of millions of Jews and non-Jews who yearn for a principled and resoundingly firm response from him to the ever humiliating demands upon the Jewish state from the Obama Administration, the State Department, the United Nations and all the flawed Chanceries of Europe and beyond.
 
And it would not go amiss to remind the Godless European Union of Passover's gift to the Jewish people and through them to the world: The promised and undivided land.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Northcom: China's Three Missile Submarines a 'Concern' - Bill Gertz -
http://freebeacon.com/national-security/northcom-china-begins-missile-sub-patrols/ 
 
 
North Korea has small warheads for ICBMs
 
The Chinese Navy has deployed three ballistic missile submarines at sea capable of striking the United States with nuclear missiles, the commander of the U.S. Northern Command said Tuesday.
 
Adm. William Gortney, the commander, said the submarines are a "concern" and will be able to strike the United States when fully deployed with missiles and warheads.
 
The missile submarines are deployed in the South China Sea at a base on Hainan Island, according to a defense official.
 
"They've not loaded their missiles or begun strategic patrols," the official said. "But we believe they are likely to begin this year."
 
Gortney also stated explicitly that U.S. intelligence agencies have concluded that North Korea is capable of mounting a small nuclear warhead on its new road-mobile KN-08 intercontinental missiles.
 
In a wide ranging interview with reporters at the Pentagon, the admiral also disclosed that Russia is engaged in political "messaging" by sending long-range nuclear bombers near the United States and will probably follow through with promises to fly Tu-160 Blackjack bombers near the southern U.S. coast.
 
On the Chinese sea-based nuclear threat, Gortney said: "They have put to sea their sea-launched ballistic missile submarines. I believe they have three in the water right now."
 
Gortney said any time a nation has nuclear weapons and delivery systems that can reach the U.S. homeland, "it's a concern of mine."
 
It was the first time a senior U.S. military official voiced worries about Chinese nuclear missile submarines.
 
The four-star admiral in charge of the Colorado-based Northern Command in charge of homeland military defense said Chinese missile submarines are watched very closely.
 
"And you know, their very long-range capability is a function of how far do they reach," he said. "So even from their own waters, they can reach part of our homeland. Hawaii is part of our homeland and they can reach Hawaii. And then the farther east they go, they can reach more and more of our nation."
 
Asked if they have conducted sea patrols near U.S. coasts, Gortney suggested Chinese submarines could conduct underwater operations near U.S. shores in the future.
 
"We haven't seen those patrols just yet, but it doesn't mean that those patrols can't exist in the future," he said.
 
China in January conducted a flight test of the new JL-2 submarine-launched ballistic missile that is deployed on what the Pentagon calls China's new Jin-class submarines.
 
A congressional commission reported that the JL-2 appears to have reached initial operating capability.
 
"The JL-2's range of approximately 4,598 miles gives China the ability to conduct nuclear strikes against Alaska if launched from waters near China; against Alaska and Hawaii if launched from waters south of Japan; against Alaska, Hawaii and the western portion of the continental United States if launched from waters west of Hawaii; and against all 50 U.S. states if launched from waters east of Hawaii," the U.S.-China Economic Security and Review Commission stated in its latest annual report.
 
Jin-class submarines can carry up to 12 JL-2 missiles, each of which is expected to have multiple warheads.
 
Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Vincent Stewart, director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, told the House Armed Services Committee Feb. 3 that the first missile submarine patrols were expected this year.
 
"In 2014, China twice deployed submarines to the Indian Ocean," Stewart said. "The submarines probably conducted area familiarization to form a baseline for increasing China's power projection."
 
Gortney said he is not alarmed at the evolution of Chinese nuclear forces from silo-based ICBMs to road-mobile missiles and now missile-firing submarines.
 
"It doesn't surprise me that they're doing it," he said. "We do the same thing. We've done that for years."
 
China also has adopted a policy of not being the first to use nuclear weapons in a conflict that Gortney said "gives me a little bit of a good news picture there."
 
Rick Fisher, a China military affairs expert, said that Chinese missile submarine patrols have been expected for years. The missile submarine patrols, when launched, will mark "the end of China's 40-year quest to build a submarine-based nuclear second-strike capability," said Fisher, a senior fellow at the International Assessment and Strategy Center.
 
Fisher said China also is building more advanced missile submarines and possibly a longer-range version of the JL-2.
 
"It is conceivable that China eventually will deploy six to 10 SSBNs with slightly less than or over 100 submarine-launched ballistic missiles," he said. SSBN is the acronym for a ballistic missile submarine.
 
On North Korea's nuclear missile threat, Gortney provided the most detailed explanation to date of U.S. assessments of Pyongyang's nuclear missile capability.
 
"Our assessment is that they have the ability to put a nuclear weapon on a KN-08 and shoot it at the homeland," Gortney said, referring to North Korea's six road-mobile intercontinental ballistic missiles.
 
"We haven't seen them test the KN-08 yet and we're waiting to do that," he added.
 
Asked if the assessment was based on excess caution, he said: "No, I think it's a prudent decision by my assessment of the threat, and the threat to the nation."
 
The assessment that the KN-08 could be armed with a nuclear warhead was made in the last one or two years, he said.
 
Gortney voiced confidence that U.S. missile defenses currently deployed on ships in Asia and at bases in Alaska and California can stop a North Korean missile attack.
 
"As the person that owns the trigger ... I have high confidence that it will work against North Korea," he said.
 
Gortney said he is "very concerned" by North Korea's new KN-08 truck-mounted ICBM that can be moved on roads and hidden in shelters and caves.
 
"It's a re-locatable target set that really impedes our ability to find, fix, and finish the threat," he said.
 
"And so, as the targets move around, if we don't have the persistence there and the persistent [intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance], which we do not have over North Korea at this time, that re-locatable nature makes it very difficult for us to be able to counter it."
 
However, if the North Koreans fire one of the missiles at the United States, "I'm confident that we'll be able to knock it down," he said.
 
The KN-08 is deployed on Chinese-made transporter-erector launchers that were shipped to North Korea in violation of U.N. missile sanctions.
 
The Northern Command is preparing for Russia to conduct provocative strategic bomber flights along U.S. southern coasts.
 
Moscow announced last year that it would begin conducting bomber flights in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean.
 
"The one that we expect would be either Blackjack bombers or large jet bombers, not the Bears that we see them flying elsewhere," Gortney said.
 
"It wouldn't surprise me that they do that," he said. "We're prepared for it, you know, to intercept them, should we need to, should we choose to."
 
The Russians are conducting the flights as part of nuclear forces exercises and as political signals, he said.
 
"They're messaging us, showing us that they have a long-range conventional reach or nuclear reach with their manned bombers," he said.
 
Gortney said Russia under Putin has developed a far more capable military than the very large military of the former Soviet Union, and has a new military doctrine to go along with the buildup.
 
"You're seeing that bear out. You're seeing them employ that capability and that doctrine in the Ukraine," he said. "At they same time they are messaging us ... that they're a global power."
 
The aggressive flights were conducted with great frequency following the downing of a civilian airliner over Ukraine in July. At the time, Russian bombers were conducting flights near Canada, Alaska, and the English Channel.
 
Two Russian naval vessels also have been sailing near the United States. An intelligence gathering ship recently left Venezuela and another logistics ship sailed to Cuba.
 
Mark Schneider, a former Pentagon strategic affairs policymaker, said the admiral is correct about Russia planning Blackjack flights for political messaging.
 
"The Russian message is nuclear intimidation," Schneider said. "There is no reason to fly bombers that far south when they carry nuclear cruise missiles with ranges of thousands of kilometers. They do this because they know the intimidation factor will be higher if the bombers come close to the United States."
 
The same rationale is behind recent, large-scale Russian nuclear forces exercises near Crimea and Kaliningrad, where Moscow is deploying nuclear-capable Iskander M short-range missiles and Backfire bombers, along with recent nuclear threats by a Russian ambassador directed at Denmark, and Russian President Vladimir Putin's threatening language regarding Ukraine.
 
"They want to scare us but not so much that we take measures to enhance our nuclear deterrent," he said. "As long as we do little or nothing in response, these threats will continue to escalate."
 
On the threat posed by the Islamic State (IS, also known as ISIS or ISIL) terrorist group, Gortney said the threat that IS fighters will infiltrate through porous U.S. borders is less a worry than the current "very sophisticated" social media campaign being used by the group to recruit terrorists here.
 
"That's how they are trying to attack us," he said.
 
U.S. borders could be used, however by enemies that seek "seams" in defenses.
 
Gortney also said he is not in favor of building a third ground-based missile defense interceptor on the U.S. East Coast. He would prefer to spend the limited money available for missile defenses on other elements of missile defenses, such as sensors and other equipment.
 
"Our current approach is on the wrong side of the cost curve," he said.
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19 Signs That American Families Are Being Economically Destroyed - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/19-signs-that-american-families-are-being-economically-destroyed 
 
 
The systematic destruction of the American way of life is happening all around us, and yet most people have no idea what is happening.  Once upon a time in America, if you were responsible and hardworking you could get a good paying job that could support a middle class lifestyle for an entire family even if you only had a high school education.  Things weren't perfect, but generally almost everyone in the entire country was able to take care of themselves without government assistance.  We worked hard, we played hard, and our seemingly boundless prosperity was the envy of the entire planet.  But over the past several decades things have completely changed.  We consumed far more wealth than we produced, we shipped millions of good paying jobs overseas, we piled up the biggest mountain of debt in the history of the world, and we kept electing politicians that had absolutely no concern for the long-term future of this nation whatsoever.  So now good jobs are in very short supply, we are drowning in an ocean of red ink, the middle class is rapidly shrinking and dependence on the government is at an all-time high.  Even as we stand at the precipice of the next great economic crisis, we continue to make the same mistakes.  In the end, all of us are going to pay a very great price for decades of incredibly foolish decisions.  Of course a tremendous amount of damage has already been done.  The numbers that I am about to share with you are staggering.  The following are 19 signs that American families are being economically destroyed...
 
#1 The poorest 40 percent of all Americans now spend more than 50 percent of their incomes just on food and housing.
 
#2 For those Americans that don't own a home, 50 percent of them spend more than a third of their incomes just on rent.
 
#3 The price of school lunches has risen to the 3 dollar mark at many public schools across the nation.
 
#4 McDonald's "Dollar Menu & More" now includes items that cost as much as 5 dollars.
 
#5 The price of ground beef has doubled since 2009.
 
#6 In 1986, child care expenses for families with employed mothers used up 6.3 percent of all income.  Today, that figure is up to 7.2 percent.
 
#7 Incomes fell for the bottom 80 percent of all income earners in the United States during the 12 months leading up to June 2014.
 
#8 At this point, more than 50 percent of all American workers bring home less than $30,000 a year in wages.
 
#9 After adjusting for inflation, median household income has fallen by nearly $5,000 since 2007.
 
#10 According to the New York Times, the "typical American household" is now worth 36 percent less than it was worth a decade ago.
 
#11 47 percent of all Americans do not put a single penny out of their paychecks into savings.
 
#12 One survey found that 62 percent of all Americans are currently living paycheck to paycheck.
 
#13 According to the U.S. Department of Education, 33 percent of all Americans with student loans are currently behind on their student loan debt repayments.
 
#14 According to one recent report, 43 million Americans currently have unpaid medical debt on their credit reports.
 
#15 The rate of homeownership in the U.S. has been declining for seven years in a row, and it is now the lowest that it has been in 20 years.
 
#16 For each of the past six years, more businesses have closed in the United States than have opened.  Prior to 2008, this had never happened before in all of U.S. history.
 
#17 According to the Census Bureau, 65 percent of all children in the United States are living in a home that receives some form of aid from the federal government.
 
#18 If you have no debt at all, and you also have 10 dollars in your wallet, that you are wealthier than 25 percent of all Americans.
 
#19 On top of everything else, the average American must work from January 1st to April 24th just to pay all federal, state and local taxes.
 
All of us know people that once were doing quite well but that are now just struggling to get by from month to month.
 
Perhaps this has happened to you.
 
If you have ever been in that position, you probably remember what it feels like to have people look down on you.  Unfortunately, in our society the value that we place on individuals has a tremendous amount to do with how much money they have.
 
So if you don't have much money, there are a lot of people out there that will treat you like dirt.  The following excerpt comes from a Washington Post article entitled "The poor are treated like criminals everywhere, even at the grocery store"...
 
Want to see a look of pure hatred? Pull out an EBT card at the grocery store.
 
Now that my kids are grown and gone, my Social Security check is enough to keep me from qualifying for government food benefits. But I remember well when we did qualify for a monthly EBT deposit, a whopping $22 - and that was before Congress cut SNAP benefits in November 2013. Like 70 percent of people receiving SNAP benefits, I couldn't feed my family on that amount. But I remember the comments from middle-class people, the assumptions about me and my disability and what the poor should and shouldn't be spending money on.
 
Have you ever seen this?
 
Have you ever experienced this yourself?
 
These days, most people on food stamps are not in that situation because they want to be.  Rather, they are victims of our long-term economic collapse.
 
And this is just the beginning.  When the next major economic crisis strikes, the suffering in this country is going to go to unprecedented levels.
 
As we enter that time, we are going to need a whole lot more love and compassion than we are exhibiting right now.
 
As a nation, we have made decades of incredibly bad decisions.  As a result, we are experiencing bad consequences which are going to become increasingly more severe.
 
The numbers that I just shared with you are not good.  But over the next several years they are going to get a whole lot worse.
 
Everything that can be shaken will be shaken, and life in America is about to change in a major way.
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Daily Jot: "President's" Christianity questioned - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
Against the backdrop of the US "president" insulting Christians at two recent gatherings--the National Prayer Breakfast in February and the Easter Prayer Breakfast last week--Fox News tackled the question of the "president's" Christianity. The "president," ending his Easter message, was tempted with "veering off" on lecturing Christians about their lack of love, saying, "On Easter, I do reflect on the fact that as a Christian, I am supposed to love.  And I have to say that sometimes when I listen to less than loving expressions by Christians, I get concerned." On Fox News, conservative radio host Kevin Jackson took the "president" to task for his duplicity of criticizing Christianity and giving Islam a pass.
 
Jackson said, "On the day that he was doing that [Easter Prayer Breakfast remarks], 147 Christians were killed in his home country [sic Kenya]. So what is he talking about? Look, the level of dichotomy with this guy, talking out of both sides of an issue, but never, ever mentioning the nature of Islam, but constantly telling Christians how bad we are." The context of the "president's" remarks on Easter reveal that he was actually tempted to lecture the gathering about the lack of love shown by Christians, saying, "But that's a topic for another day. Where there is injustice--I was about to veer off. I'm pulling it back." Meanwhile, as Jackson pointed out, Islamists slaughtered 147 Christians in Kenya, purposely on Easter.
 
The "president" was once again trying to make the case that Christians often do not truly represent their religion. Yes, there were and are wrong-minded people who conduct evil in the name of Jesus Christ. Christians, however, are not massacring people on high holy days to make a point. Nowhere in the Bible does it instruct followers of Jesus Christ to kill those who do not follow him. The "president" is twisting the words of Jesus and showing his distaste for Christianity. Jesus said in Matthew 5:44, "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." He gave us a new commandment to love one another as he has loved us. 
 
This is a stark contrast to the writings of the false prophet Mohammad who said in Sura 9:5 "...slay the infidels wherever ye find them, and take them (captive), and besiege them, and prepare for them each ambush." Sura 8:12 says, "Verily, I am with you, so keep firm those who have believed. I will cast terror into the hearts of those who have disbelieved, so strike them over the necks, and smite over all their fingers and toes." These are just two examples of how Islam is instructed to handle Jews and Christians. While only God knows men's hearts, we know men by their fruits. The "president's" remarks are extremely offensive and certainly do not represent the "love" he demands others to exercise.
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Daily Devotion: You Are Being Watched - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. -Acts 2:46-47
 
There is a direct connection between a Christian's worship and a Christian's witness. Believers are being watched both inside and outside of the church.
 
When you go to church every week and things are going your way, when you have the perfect little family, a great job, a nice home, and your health is good, people will look at you and say, "Well yeah, you are not living in reality. Of course you are happy."
 
But then one day maybe tragedy befalls you. You lose that job or one of your children or your health. When something difficult happens and you are still praising God, that is a testimony to a lost and watching world.
 
Your worship is a witness to people at church as well. When nonbelievers go to church, they are checking everything out. They are taking it all in. What kind of witness are you to the people sitting near you? They may be Christians, or they may not be. They may be there for the first time-and maybe for the last time. They will form an evaluation on what they believe about God and Christianity largely based on what they see.
 
You might say, "Well, that is a lot of pressure, Greg." All I am saying is that you are being watched. And I think it's a powerful testimony when you are worshiping the Lord and a nonbeliever is standing there next to you thinking, What is this all about?
 
It was watching Christians worship the Lord on my high school campus that opened my heart to listen to the gospel. And then when someone shared from God's Word, I wanted to hear it, and I ended up believing that day. My heart was opened by watching Christians worship with sincerity.
 
Worship is a witness.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Born of Water and Spirit - Ron & Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee who had heard Jesus speak and had seen the miracles He did. He was curious about these things and wanted answers. As a group, the Pharisees had many prejudices against Jesus. Instead of asking Him about what they heard Him say and saw Him do, these men only wanted to discredit and condemn Him. Nicodemus was part of this group, but instead of  going along with his peers he decided to go to Jesus and ask questions. That is an important lesson to learn. If you are curious about Jesus don't just go along with your peers, ask questions. "The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him." John 3:2. Nicodemus acknowledged that Jesus was a great teacher and that the miracles He did could only be done by God's power. This same acknowledgement is made by many lost people and cults today. They say that Jesus was a wise teacher and did great things, but they deny His deity. Nicodemus did what most people don't do...he asked questions to find out the truth. Jesus began His answer by pointing to an important fact about Nicodemus' spiritual condition. "Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God," John 3:3. The Greek word "anōthen" is translated here as "again" and actually means "from above, from God, from God above, anew, over again". Everyone is born once, but we can only be "anōthen", or born again, if we are born of the Holy Spirit from God above. The Holy Spirit draws us to God, and He helps us to understand Scripture. First, Nicodemus needed to be born again.
 
Of course Nicodemus was confused, but he continued with his questions. "...How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?" John 3:4. This was a very logical question. Nicodemus was looking for answers and rather than just skip over this point he asked questions to gain understanding. "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." John 3:6-7. Jesus said there are two births - one of the flesh and one of the Spirit. The water birth is the first one we all experience. This is the birth from our mother's womb...being born of the flesh. The second birth is a choice we make and that is being born of the Spirit. When we accept Christ as our Saviour we are instantaneously  born of the Spirit. Neither of these births can be undone. After a baby is born he cannot be unborn. When a person is born again he cannot be "unborn again". 
 
God's word is very clear that changes happen in a person the moment they truly accept Christ as their Saviour. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." 2 Corinthians 5:17. People like to complicate God's word, and in so doing the simple truth is missed. No works are involved in becoming born again. Not baptism, not reciting a specific prayer, not listing all of your sins and repenting of them one by one, not fasting...there is nothing that saves you but faith. When you become a new creature in Christ a change takes place in your spirit and you are a new creation. No works are involved, but that change should be reflected in how you live. You should start seeing things as Christ does and your anger should ebb away, foul language should not flow from your lips, your fleshly desires should change to Godly desires, and so on. These changes sometimes take a while to accomplish, but that is the sanctification process. If your life does not reflect a change then you might want to take a hard look at yourself. Study God's word and apply what Scripture says to your life. Make His ways your ways. "This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness." Ephesians 4:17-19. The non-Christian world cannot understand Christians and they continue in sin. They are blind and embrace sin because they are not born of the Spirit and ignorant of God's truth. A Christian has no excuse for continuing in worldly pursuits and desires. Remember, we are a new creation.
 
The very instant that we say yes to Jesus Christ we are born again and sealed with the Holy Spirit. "...after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise," Ephesians 1:13. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trinity and He lives inside of every Christian. When we choose to go against God's word we take God with us into our sin. Still, we are sealed and He will convict us of sin and guide us to change. "Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts," 2 Corinthians 1:21-22. God set His seal upon us and no one can undo that seal. It's no accident that these verses are in the Bible; they encourage us in times of trouble and admonish us in times of doubt. We who are born again receive much comfort from these verses which tell us that the Holy Spirit is in us always and we can't unseal ourselves and become lost. We enjoy a relationship with God that is completely misunderstood by the world, and even misunderstood by some Christians. This relationship is maintained by God Himself. In verse 21 above we read that God "stablisheth" us when we become born from above. This Greek word is "bebaioō" and it means "to make firm, establish, confirm, make sure". God does this through His power, not ours. Outside of God we have no power, no firm foundation, and no hope.
 
I wonder just how many born again believers really focus on those truths mentioned above? God has sealed His Holy Spirit within each born again believer, we are firmly established, and anointed as partakers of all Heavenly gifts. This truth should humble the proudest heart, but it should also tell you that you have the power of God inside of you. Being born from above gives us new responsibilities; Jesus told us to tell others about the Gospel, His Gospel of truth. We all need to be out there working in our own mission field - your work place, neighborhood, and family - telling everyone about God's love. "And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak." Ephesians 6:19-20. It took courage for Nicodemus to go against his peers and ask Jesus questions. There are many lost people around you who may not have the courage to go against their peers and ask you questions. Be bold and reach out to them. You have a wonderful treasure to share with the lost and you can't wait for someone to ask you questions. You can't wait for someone else to be a bold witness for Christ and share the Gospel. You need to be bold and share Christ with those around you. Share the new you by the way you conduct your life and the words you use, this may encourage a friend to ask about the change they see in you. Have compassion on the lost and witness to them with words and actions. Without Jesus, eternity means your friends will face eternal death and it's up to you to answer to their questions. If you allow it, God will use you to help someone you know to become born from above. We are admonished to "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. That doesn't only mean travelling to a foreign land. You are surrounded by the world filled with worldly people who need to hear the Gospel.
 
Nicodemus took Christ's words to heart. We know this because he and another member of the Sanhedrin, Joseph of Arimathaea, were there when Christ was crucified. "And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury." John 19:38-40. These two men were Jewish leaders, but were willing to make themselves ceremonially unclean by handling a dead body. Jesus words to Nicodemus made the difference in his life and also in Joseph's life. The answers you give to a friend can make the difference in their life, too. You are a new creature in Christ and God lives in you. Don't be ashamed or afraid to proclaim God's love to everyone around you. You may be the one who leads someone to experience that joyous second birth.
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." John 1:12-13. The word "power" is translated from the Greek word "exousia" and means the power of choice or right. Most Bible translations use the word "right" instead of "power". Everyone has a choice. We make the choice to accept Christ and become a son of God - a new creation. We also make the choice to reject Him and die in our sins. It's your choice.
 
 God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 

 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html   
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
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