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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	4/19/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Europe faces a 'real threat' from Russia, warns US army commander
Russian president Putin says he is ready to work with United States
Russians are using undiscovered exploits to hack the US government
Russian cyber attackers used two unknown flaws: security company
Putin warns Israel against selling arms to Ukraine
Khamenei calls Iran's ambition for nuclear weapons a 'myth' 
Iran marks Army Day with cries of 'Death to Israel, US'
Netanyahu: 'The Iranian missiles get bigger, but the 'death to Israel' threat stays the same 
Small explosive device goes off near UNRWA headquarters in Gaza
UN: No evidence that building material sent to Gaza being used for military purposes
Arava residents seek border fence to prevent future terror
Israel unfroze Palestinians funds 'for stability, humanitarian reasons'
Zionist Union chief Herzog vows: 'We'll unseat Netanyahu from opposition'
Holocaust deniers gather in secret London conference
Rouhani says Saudis will harvest hatred in Yemen
Yemen rejects Iranian peace plan, calls it 'political maneuver' to dominate region
Obama suggests possible compromise on Iran sanctions
Neighbors Rattled When FBI Arrests Orange County Man For Exporting Hi-Tech Electronics to Iran
Iranian Army Chief: 'US planes visiting Islamic State controlled airports'
UN:More than 90,000 people fleeing violence in Iraq's Anbar province 
Iraqi soldiers retake key oil refinery from ISIS militants
IS Claims Deadly U.S. Consulate Blast In Iraq
Islamist group claims attack on U.N. peacekeepers in Mali
Afghanistan President, Ashraf Ghani, Blames ISIS for Deadly Suicide Bombing at Bank
Somalia's al-Shabab fighters attack African Union troops 
Boko Haram adopts ISIS' bloody religious cleansing strategy
Egypt's Morsi faces death sentence, but decision tempered by risk of greater violence 
Rand Paul: US often creates greater instability when it gets involved in chaotic places
Franklin Graham Warns Holocaust Might Be Repeated With Influx of Muslims in US and Europe Who Hate Christians and Jews
Arrest of Gulf Cartel leader sparks gunfights and roadblocks near U.S.- Mexico border
Separated by 2 decades, the Oklahoma City and Boston Marathon bombings are linked by an enduring mystery
McVeigh regarded bombing that killed 168 people a failure
IMF nations point to exchange rate, geopolitical risks
Finance officials see rising risks to economic recovery
Finland was the canary in the coal mine of Europe's state fragmentation
Thousands in Germany protest against Europe-U.S. trade deal
Appeals court panel takes up challenge to Obama's immigration actions
Obamacare repeal falls off Republicans' to-do list as law takes hold
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Kermadec Islands
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Mauritius - Reunion region
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 24,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 18,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,500ft
Dry Wells Plague California as Drought Has Water Tables Plunging
California prepares for historic mandatory cutbacks on water
Homes Evacuated After California Wildfire Quickly Expands near Los Angeles
Oil Spill You've Never Heard of Has Been Leaking Into Gulf of Mexico for a Decade
Andy Stanley: Churches Should Be 'Safest Place on the Planet' for Gay Youth
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Putin warns Israel: Selling arms to Ukraine would provoke Russian S-300 sales to Syria too
1. The Mideast Battle Lines are Drawn
1. Drama in the Desert Continues to Unfold
1. Christians Are Being Systematically Purged From the U.S. Military
1. Sowing, reaping and adultery
1. Featured Article: The Bond Servant         
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Putin warns Israel: Selling arms to Ukraine would provoke Russian S-300 sales to Syria too - http://www.debka.com/article/24542/Putin-warns-Israel-Selling-arms-to-Ukraine-would-provoke-Russian-S-300-sales-to-Syria-too
 
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin's warning to Israel against selling arms to Kiev - in retaliation for the S-300 air-defense missiles Russia has released for Iran - adds a European dimension to the dispute by planting Israel squarely in the middle of Moscow's Ukraine dispute with the United States. The Russian leader's implied threat to hit back by sending the same missile system to Syria as well as Iran, touches on another dispute between Russia on the one side and the US and Israel on the other, namely the Syria conflict.
 
Whereas critics of the Netanyahu government highlight its falling-out with the Obama administration over the Iranian nuclear issue, they disregard the intense US-Israeli military cooperation in two vital regions of conflict - Syria and Ukraine.
 
This working relationship is not lost on Putin.
 
 The intelligence updates placed on his Kremlin desk reveal that, just as the US and Israel (and Jordan) have been arming rebel forces fighting in southern Syria, they are also working together to give the Ukrainian army the weapons for breaking its incendiary standoff with the pro-Russian separatists.
 
In the last fortnight, thousands of military advisers from the United States, Canada, France, the UK and Germany were shipped into Ukraine to train the national army. Due in the coming days are 290 officers and troops of the American 173 Airborne Brigade.
 
debkafile's military sources disclose that the arrivals are gathering at the Ukrainian Army's training center in Yavoriv, near Lvov, chosen as assembly point and launching pad for Western and NATO intervention forces in the Ukraine conflict because of its proximity to Poland.
 
The US and British air squadrons stationed there for some months are close enough to give the Yavoriv center air cover. Also at hand as reinforcements for the Ukrainian military effort are the US and British military personnel, who were posted to Poland after Russia's annexation of Crimea last March, to allay the fears of the Baltic states.
 Putin has repeatedly cautioned Washington that arming Kiev with US offensive weapons would bring forth matching Russian steps that would hurt US interests in Europe and other parts of the world.
 
 He tried sending this warning through German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Francois Hollande, as well as addressing it to Secretary of State John Kerry at his meetings with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. Moscow, said the warning message, would not spare US interests after what Putin sees as the Obama administration's assaults on Russia's national security, by means of NATO's creeping absorption of Ukraine and offensive arms if provided by the US for Kiev's campaign against pro-Russian separatists.
 
 Lifting the embargo on S-300 air defense missiles for Iran was the Russian leader's first step toward making good on his warning, but his reprisals are not likely to stop there.
 
The anti-air missiles have not yet been shipped to Iran, but if President Barack Obama forges ahead with expanded military assistance to the Ukraine government, Putin intends sending S-300s not just to Iran,but to Syria as well.
 
 Saturday, April 18, the Russian president declined to say in answer to a question whether Moscow had refrained from sending S-300 missiles to Syria at Israel's request. But he tellingly mentioned Syria in the same breath as his warning to Israel not to supply weapons to the Ukrainian government, saying that the move would be "counterproductive" to efforts to reach peace in east Ukraine.
 
In Washington earlier on Friday, Obama said he was surprised that Russia's suspension of missile sales to Iran had "held this long." The US president  noted that Putin had previously suspended the sale "at our request. I am frankly surprised that it held this long, given that they were not prohibited by sanctions from selling these defensive weapons."
 
The US president has chosen Ukraine as his arena for a showdown with the Russian president. Putin however, prefers to mount his challenge in Iran and Syria.
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The Mideast Battle Lines are Drawn - By Jonathan Spyer -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/36669/the-mideast-battle-lines-are-drawn-opinion/#YxO3jTsMyqwbBwde.97 
 
 
In the last decade, the Middle East has been living through a political convulsion of historic proportions.  Regimes that once appeared immovable have been destroyed or have receded.  New forces have risen up and are making war over the ruins.
 
The result of the effective eclipse in recent years of the states of Iraq, Syria and Lebanon has been the emergence of a large and chaotic conflict in the contiguous area once covered by those states.  The failure to develop coherent state-loyal national identities in the areas in question has meant that once central authority disappears, a political-military competition based on forces assembled according to ethnic and sectarian identity emerges.  A sectarian conflict is as a result now raging between the Iraq-Iran border and the Mediterranean.  This dynamic of conflict has now extended to Yemen.
 
In this maelstrom, the Iranians and their clients have emerged as the single most formidable alliance.  Why is this? What are the particular advantages enjoyed by the Iranians and their proxies in this contest?  What explains the belated but determined Saudi-led Sunni reaction to the Iranians' advances in recent days?  And what are the implications of the apparent moves towards a nuclear deal and lifting of sanctions on Iran toward Iranian actions in the region?
 
Iran's partially successful advance across the region
 
Iran has, in the Revolutionary Guards Corps and its Qods force, an instrument perfectly suited for the moment that the region is currently passing through.  The IRGC is an organization specifically created for the prosecution of proxy war, and the mobilization and sponsorship of paramilitary clients.
 
The Sunni Arabs (or indeed any other regional actor) do not possess a comparable force.  The result of the centralized commitment of Teheran and the skills of the IRGC is that the Iranians have been winning in a number of conflict arenas in the Middle East,  and the Saudis and other Gulf countries have been becoming increasingly alarmed.
 
In Lebanon, the effective parallel state maintained by Hezbollah remains the strongest player in the country.  Hezbollah is the prototype and still the strongest of Iran's proxies in the Arab world.  Its strength, the absence of a military tradition among Lebanese Sunnis and Lebanon's small size have enabled the movement to maintain its dominance in spite of the sectarian ferment to its east.
 
Hezbollah has played a vital role in the Syrian civil war and in the Iranian effort to keep its client in Damascus in power.   The movement has lost around 1000 fighters in Syria, including a number of prominent veteran commanders.  It is thought to have around 5000 men committed in Syria at any given time.  Hezbollah's Syria commitment is testimony to the extent that the movement can ignore the wishes of any other Lebanese factor when answering to the call of its Iranian patrons.  It is also, equally importantly, testimony to the ability of Iran to martial all its regional assets to work together in a coordinated fashion for the interests of any one of them.  This centralization is one of the greatest advantages possessed by Iran in its drive for the domination of the region.
 
In Syria, Iranian commitment to the Assad regime has preserved it.  Assad has not been doing well in recent days.  In the south, rebels and Sunni Islamist fighters have captured the historic town of Bosra al-Sham.  More importantly, in the north, a force led by Jabhat al-Nusra, the Qatar and Turkey-supported franchise of al-Qaeda in Syria, in late March captured Idleb City, the second provincial capital to be wrested from government control.  The Islamic State, ominously, is now gaining ground close to Damascus.
 
Despite this, the regime, a long term client of the Iranians, remains the single most powerful element in Syria. It controls around 40% of the area of the country and around 60% of the population.  The continued provision of Iranian funds - reputedly at a rate of around $1 billion per month , and of Iranian manpower and of Iranian military expertise is the single most significant factor in ensuring the Assad regime's survival.
 
The key problem for Assad throughout has been the shortage of reliable manpower willing to engage on his behalf.  The commitment by Iran of its own personnel and that of its Lebanese and Iraqi proxies, and the creation by the Iranians of sectarian proxy militias for the regime (the National Defense Forces and others) have to a considerable degree addressed this problem.  Assad is not close to reconquering the entirety of Syria's territory.  But he is also not in danger of falling.  This is an Iranian achievement, not a Syrian one.
 
In Iraq,  the Iranians are taking a key role in the fight against the Islamic State.  Some observers only half-jokingly  now refer to Qods Force commander General Qassem Suleimani as the true ruler of that country.
 
Suleimani has been intermittently present in Iraq, directing the mobilization of Shia militias before the IS threat, since August of last year.  The three most powerful such militias, the Badr brigade, Asaib Ahl al Haq and the Ktaeb Hizballah, answer to his command rather than that of the Iraqi government.  The government, meanwhile, is itself dominated by the Shia Islamist and pro-Iranian Dawa party.
 
The Shia militias have been playing the key role in the fight against the Islamic State.  They were responsible for the first setbacks suffered by IS, in the town of Amerli in Salah al-Din province. Ethnic cleansing of local Sunnis followed the 'liberation' of the town. They have been crucial in subsequent engagements. The militias also played a key role in the recent victory against IS in Tikrit.
 
Among the Palestinians, Iran has been the sponsor of the Islamic Jihad movement since its emergence.  Since the mid 1990s, Teheran was also engaged in constructing a strategic relationship with Hamas.  Hamas bet on the wrong horse in the 2011-2013 period. It assumed, as did many others, that a Muslim Brotherhood-led new regional alliance was coming into being, centered on Morsi's Egypt and bankrolled by the Emirate of Qatar.  Hamas saw itself as a natural member of this alliance.  As part of its move toward it, the movement closed down its headquarters in Damascus.  Its activists relocated to Doha, Turkey or Cairo.
 
But of course the Muslim Brotherhood led alliance proved a fleeting episode. The military coup in Egypt in July 2013 put paid to it.  Since then, Hamas has been engaged in trying to rebuild its bridges to the Iranians.
 
Teheran has a natural interest in the sponsoring of Palestinian opposition to Israel.  As non-Arabs and non-Sunnis, the Iranians are outsiders twice-over in the largely Sunni, Arabic-speaking Middle East.  Sponsorship of Palestinian 'resistance' organizations is designed to contribute toward rectifying this outsider status - the Palestinian cause being still the great cause celebre of the Sunni Arab world.
 
The latest evidence suggests that Iranian-Hamas rapprochement is proceeding apace.  Tens of millions of dollars have been transferred to the Hamas controlled Gaza Strip, to help the movement re-arm and rebuild its damaged infrastructure.  A new network of tunnels is under construction.  Hamas really has no choice but to return to the Iranians if it wishes to continue its war against Israel.
 
Lastly, in Yemen, Iranian support for the Houthis is of long standing.  But the toppling of the then dictator Ali Abdullah Saleh in 2011 has paved the way for the growing strength of both Sunni and Shia militias in the country.  Iranian support for the Houthis has been constant, but has become far more overt since the movement took Sana'a in January, 2015.
 
The Houthis in February signed a civil aviation agreement with Teheran for direct flights between Sana'a and the Iranian capital.  This will make the process of supplying Iran's allies in Yemen exponentially easier.  In addition, an Iranian ship unloaded 180 tons of weapons for the Houthis at the port of al-Saleef earlier this month.
 
So across the region, where state authority has effectively broken down, it has been the Iranians who have been gaining the upper hand.
 
Nevertheless it would be simplistic to conclude that the Iranians have simply swept all before them, and that they dominate Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen without serious competition.  The Iranians are providing effective support to one side in a civil war in Syria, Iraq and Yemen.  But in none of these countries have they destroyed all opposition to their clients.  In both Iraq and Syria, Sunni Arab and Kurdish elements remain in control of significant sections of the country, and in no imminent danger of losing these to the clients of the Iranians.
 
Similarly, among the Palestinians, Iran appears to be rebuilding its links to Hamas and therefore to the Islamist half of the Palestinian national movement.  But the Ramallah Palestinian Authority is backed by the government of Egypt, by the west, by Jordan and by the Gulf Arabs.  Its security forces are trained in Jordan, under western professional supervision.  It is in no danger of ceding ground to Hamas at any time in the future.  In Gaza, the Sisi government's closing of the tunnels for north Sinai to southern Gaza is leaving the Hamas enclave impoverished, forlorn and  isolated.  So while the Iranians have an entrée to the Palestinian national movement, their clients are not within sight of defeating their enemies and are at the moment in a somewhat beleaguered position.
 
Even in Lebanon, where Hezbollah is without doubt the single dominant actor in a military sense, the movement does not exercise open, exclusive rule. And were it to attempt to do so, the likely result would be to plunge the country into civil war.  Rather, Hezbollah maintains a parallel state structure created and financed by the Iranians.  This structure acts without consulting the organs of the 'official' state, sometimes in cooperation with them and sometimes in defiance of their wishes.  But it does not seek to openly and entirely supplant the state.
 
So the Iranians are embarked on an attempt at regional hegemony.  The effective creation and mobilization of local proxy political-military organizations constitutes a central part of this project.
 
Iran's ability to mobilize its proxies toward unified goals, and its skill in creating and training proxy political-military groups has brought it considerable achievements in a variety of conflict arenas - but not yet total victory in any of them.
 
Sunni mobilization to resist the Iranians
 
A Sunni coalition which seeks to mobilize to challenge the Iranian advance toward regional domination is now in the process of being established.  Saudi Arabia stands at the head of this effort.
 
The current Saudi-led Sunni mobilization against an attempt by an Iranian proxy to conquer southern Yemen has been the precipitating factor in galvanizing this Sunni response.  It has an importance far beyond the narrow reaches of Yemen.  It represents the next stage in a process which began with the military coup in Egypt on July 3rd, 2013.  That process is the emergence of  a Riyadh-Cairo axis as the central element in current Sunni Arab diplomacy, in opposition to the mainly Shia alliance led by Iran.
 
Three factors contributed to the emergence of this axis.  The first is the apparent abdication of the United States from its role as the guarantor of regional security and the leader of the most powerful group of states in the Middle East.  The second is the advance across the Middle East of Iran and its allies.  The third is the challenge to status quo Sunni powers posed by Sunni political Islam, in both its Muslim Brotherhood and its Salafi forms.
 
The successful brokering by Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz al Saud of a united Sunni response follows the push by the Iran-supported Ansar Allah militia (popularly known as the Houthis) towards the city of Aden and the strategically crucial Bab al-Mandeb straits.  This move to unite Yemen under their control is the natural next move for the Houthis and their Iranian backers following their capture of the Yemeni capital, Sana'a.
 
For the Saudis and their allies, it is a step too far.  Yemen shares a 1500 km poorly-guarded border with Saudi Arabia.  Control by an Iranian proxy of this border would afford Teheran an additional means of direct pressure on the Saudis.  Nine other Sunni states (Morocco, Egypt, Jordan, Sudan, Pakistan, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and United Arab Emirates) joined the Kingdom in committing to prevent the further advance of the Houthis.
 
So what explains this sudden apparent success of Saudi diplomacy, after a long period in which Sunni attempts to hold back the Iranians and their allies appeared piecemeal and unco-ordinated?  Is the new united Sunni response likely to hold?  What results is it likely to achieve? And what might all this mean for Israel?
 
It is strongly felt in Riyadh and other Sunni Arab capitals that the United States is determined to withdraw from active involvement in the region and in pursuit of this goal is currently pursuing a dangerous path of appeasement of Iran.  This is most notable, of course, in the nuclear negotiations, where Washington now appears to be willing to countenance Iran becoming a 'threshold' nuclear power.
 
But this impression also derives from the US response to Iran's activities across the region. In Iraq, the US appears to be acting in tandem with Iranian goals, with no apparent awareness of the problems in this regard.  In Lebanon, similarly, the west is supporting and equipping the Lebanese Armed Forces, without understanding that the Lebanese state is largely a shell, within which Hezbollah is the living and directing force.  In Syria, the US is pursuing a half-hearted campaign against the Islamic State, while leaving the rest of the country to its internal dynamics.
 
From the perspective of the Saudis, Iranian ruthlessness, clarity and advance combined with the flailing, retreating US policy spells potential disaster.
 
As a result, a fully-fledged Sunni alliance against the Iranians is emerging for the first time, independently of the United States.  The resulting prospect is for a long Sunni-Shia conflict in the region to come.
 
What will be the implications of the current nuclear diplomacy between the west and Iran for the emergent Sunni-Shia conflict?
 
Even under the impact of sanctions imposed because of its nuclear activities,  Iran nevertheless managed to support its clients and allies.  It has continued to support Hezbollah, its clients in Iraq, and Hamas and Islamic Jihad among the Palestinians.  In a pattern familiar to the experience of totalitarian regimes under sanctions in the past, Iran has preferred to safeguard monies for use in service of its regional ambitions, while allowing its non-regime connected population to suffer the consequent shortages.
 
Nevertheless, with increased commitments in recent months deriving from the collapse of regimes in the Middle East, many observers have had a sense of looming Iranian 'overstretch.'  Iran is now committed to supporting its allies and/or engaging directly in active wars in three Middle East countries - Syria, Iraq and Yemen.  It is also heavily committed to supporting its clients in two other fraught arenas - Lebanon and Israel/the Palestinian territories.
 
In recent weeks, Hezbollah in Lebanon has closed down a number of projects, such as the English language website of the al-Akhbar newspaper. It has, according to a recent article in the Now Lebanon website, also reduced salaries to employees, stipends to political allies and wage payments to relatives of wounded fighters.
 
All these are indications of financial distress, as its patron Iran seeks to support an ever widening list of regional commitments.
 
However, should sanctions be substantially lifted in the months ahead, this would allow the freeing up of billions of dollars.  It may be assumed that a considerable part of the funds freed will be put into the service of Iranian regional ambitions.
 
The 'New Middle East'
 
The emerging strategic picture in the Middle East is defined by the coming together of a number of factors.
 
The collapse of authoritarian regimes, resulting in the opening up of chaotic political spaces as would be successors do battle over the ruins.  These successor entities, in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Lebanon and Gaza are usually based on local ethnic, tribal and sectarian identities.  In the absence of a firm and crystallized national identity in these areas, these more primordial identifications have come to the fore.
 
The Iranian ambition for hegemony in the Middle East, underlying Teheran's attempt to benefit from the burgeoning regional chaos.  Iran controls a tight, centralized alliance of client organizations.  Its clients control Lebanon, and play a dominant role in Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Gaza.
 
The Sunni reaction, deriving precisely from the fear of a rampant Iran inheriting the regional order.  The Sunni interest is preventing overall Iranian victory in Yemen, Syria and Iraq, but is not sufficiently strong to entirely defeat or push back the clients of Iran.
 
Lastly, the absence of the United States from this picture.  Washington is working according to an erroneous reading of the regional map.  It imagines that Teheran is amenable to 'engagement'. The result of this is to encourage Iranian expansionism, and also to encourage the independent Sunni organization to resist Iran which is now under way.
 
So the direction of events in the Middle East is toward an ongoing conflict on several fronts between a bloc of mainly Shia forces led by Iran, and a looser, more disparate gathering of Sunni forces in which Saudi Arabia, (and probably also Turkey and Qatar) are set to play central roles.
 
This conflict is set to define the next chapter of the troubled history of our region.
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Drama in the Desert Continues to Unfold - A. V. Rauf -
http://bibleprophecyfortoday.com/2015/04/19/drama-in-the-desert-continues-to-unfold/ 
 
 
Isaiah 21:1-2-The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land. A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease.
 
Isaiah 21:14-17--The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim. The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled. For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war. For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail: And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the Lord God of Israel hath spoken it.
 
The majority of the Middle East is pure desert. Across the border of Yemen in Saudi Arabia there are enormous stretches of desert. Across the western border in North Africa, again there are thousands of miles of desert sands.
 
As the sands blow in every direction this is just what is happening on the socio-political scene in the area. Again, I mentioned that it really is spiritual and any astute student of the Bible can clearly see that God's written words are beginning to come to pass. We are seeing a dramatic shift in power bases as well.   As mentioned in an earlier post, this is the continuation of "Arab Spring,' which began in 2011 and has since seen many a leader toppled and replaced in various countries in the Middle East.
 
In reference to the above mentioned Scripture, we know that Elam and Media make up parts of Persia, otherwise known as Iran. So this verse above is most certainly referring to Iran. Coincidence you say? Ive heard it said that coincidence is not a kosher word. The Bushehr nuclear reactor happens to be located in this same area.
 
Further up the desert is Iran. As we know Iran is no friend of the US (or are they?) or Israel. But Iran is an ally of the forces now dominating Yemen led by the Houthi rebels. Iran and Saudi Arabia do not see eye-to-eye and we may very well have a Sunni vs. Shi'ite war in the making here. 
 
Genesis 16:11-12-And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction. And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.
 
It is being reported that Iran has just forbidden its citizens from practicing the Hajj to Mecca, one of the five pillars of Islam. Will Iran eventually abandon Mecca altogether? Iran has aspirations to bring the whole desert region under her control. Many believe that Iran will try to destabilize Saudi Arabia and turn it into a Shiite, Iran-controlled nation.
 
Karbala, not Mecca is becoming Iran's holiest place and a history lesson could help in understanding why this may ultimately come to fruition in the very near future.
 
According to the Shi'ite tradition, Al-Husayn ibn 'Ali ibn Abi Talib was their messianic figure. It was in Karbala that he was martyred.  He was the son of Ali ibn Abi Ṭalib  who was the fourth Rashidun Caliph of Sunni Islam, and the very first Imam of Shia Islam and Fatimah Zahra, the daughter of their prophet Mohammed himself. 
 
Al-Husayn was ultimately killed and beheaded in the Battle of Karbala on October 10, 680 along with most of his family members. 
 
The annual memorial for him, which is celebrated even now is called Ashura  and is a day of mourning for Shi'ite Muslims. One needs to understand that it was the murderous rampage at Karbala that ultimately spawned the later Shi'ite movements. Anger at Husayn's death was turned into a rallying cry that helped undermine and ultimately overthrow the Umayyad Caliphate which overtook Al-Husayn. I have to mention here that the grim and violent goings on that take place during Ashura are very similar to what the prophets that faced Elijah the Tishbite in the Bible did when they were trying to summon Baal:
 
I Kings 18:27-29-And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.  And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.
 
One must have at least a basic understanding of Sunni and Shiite hatred. These two sects of Islam have been feuding with one another since the beginning of Islam. Not much has changed. The only common denominator here is their mutual hatred towards Israel and the Jews. If anything, this is now coming to a fever pitch and something is going to give. Shi'ite Iran's worldview is predicated on the belief that appearance of the Islamic Mahdi is now apparent and the spread and dominance of the Shi'ite sect of Islam will ultimately come to fruition.
 
Just a few days ago, at the behest of Vladimir Putin, Russia lifted a ban on the sale of a sophisticated air-defense system to Iran. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said the move to end the ban on shipping the S-300 anti-aircraft missile system to Iran was prompted by the recent progress in talks over Tehran's nuclear program. The ban had been in place since 2010. This was five years ago.
 
The decision was also applauded by Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif, who also said: "But Russia is an important neighbor for us, an important partner."
 
Did you hear that? Iran (Persia) and Russia (Gog) are important partners. What does the Bible have to say about this? Im glad you asked. The preliminary stages of the great war of Gog and Magog also referred by some scholars as World War 3 as outlined is outlined in Ezekiel 38 & 39 are beginning to materialize. And I haven't even mentioned what has been happening in Turkey. (Please see my previous posts Antichrist and the Assyrian Connection and the War of Gog and Magog Parts 1-4)
 
I want to mention a certain scripture and tie this in to what is happening in both Saudi Arabia and Yemen:
 
Ezekiel 38:13-Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?
 
I mentioned in the previous posts that Sheba was the ancient name for Yemen and Dedan was the ancient name for Saudi Arabia. I also mentioned that the name Brittania, from which Great Britain gets its name, means a land of tin, and it is an island beyond Tarsish. Now in the ancient world, Tarsish was thought of being at the tip of Spain. The area we know as Gibraltar. The young lions thereof are the commonwelth that sprang from Britain as in the United States of Ameica.
 
Most Bible commentators and analysts agree with this exposition. But let's get back to the desert here.
 
According to the Wall Street Journal, the Iran-backed Houthi rebels have seized control of the capital of Yemen and are trying to establish diplomatic relations with Russia and China. They feel threatened by Western support for Saudi Arabia. The Houthis have just sent a delegation to Russia to build this relationship. 
 
Keep in mind that remember that Russia is already at war in Ukraine and tension between U.S and Russian relations are escalating.
 
Let's also remember that Russia has just announced that she will stand by and help the Palestinians set up their desired state within the borders of Israel.
 
Remember I recently posted that Turkey and Saudi Arabia, have been actively engaged in high-level talks with the goal of possibly creating a joint military alliance to oust Syrian President Bashar Assad. Today the prime minister of Turkey is Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Today the Turkish army is on the Syrian border.
 
Meanwhile, ISIS has been expanding rapidly in Syria and is now just a stone's throw from Bashar Assad's residence in Damascus. Parts of Damascus have already been brought to ruins.
 
Isaiah 17:1-3-The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down, and none shall make them afraid. The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria.
 
Could this be a precursor of the Isaiah 17 war to come? 
 
Jeremiah 49:23-27--Concerning Damascus. Hamath is confounded, and Arpad: for they have heard evil tidings: they are fainthearted; there is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quiet. Damascus is waxed feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on her: anguish and sorrows have taken her, as a woman in travail. How is the city of praise not left, the city of my joy! Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut off in that day, saith the Lord of hosts. And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of Benhadad.
 
It won't belong before Israel jumps in the foray and takes center stage in this drama in the desert that is unfolding. Remember when Israel destroyed the nuclear reactor in Iraq? Had that not happened then perhaps the Gulf War against Saddam Hussein quite possibly could have been a nuclear confrontation. Israel will not allow Iran to have these weapons. It is blatantly obvious that the pages of your Bible are literally coming to life! The sands of the hourglass are diminishing day by day, minute by minute, second by second.........
 
I again plea with you to study the Scriptures and accept Jesus Christ as your Lord & Savior while there still remains time and before time runs out. Pray for your family and friends. I didn't even mention the Rapture in this article and that may precede all of what is yet to transpire as mentioned in this article.
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Christians Are Being Systematically Purged From the U.S. Military - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/christians-are-being-systematically-purged-from-the-u-s-military 
 
 
If you are a Bible-believing Christian, there is no place for you in Barack Obama's version of the U.S. military.  Christian service members all over the nation are being disciplined for reading their Bibles, talking about their faith publicly and encouraging others to live a moral lifestyle.  And just saying the name of "Jesus" at the wrong place or the wrong time while serving in the military is enough to spark a national controversy.  We live at a time when political correctness in America is wildly out of control, and thanks to Obama the U.S. military has become one of the most politically correct institutions in our society.  Things have gotten so bad that dozens of top officers that did not agree with Obama's views have been forced out of the military in recent years.  The U.S. military is being transformed into an overtly anti-Christian institution, and for those of us that are Christians that is a very chilling development.
 
Perhaps you think that the title of this article is a bit of an exaggeration.
 
Perhaps you think that there is no way things could have gotten that bad.
 
Well, I grew up as a military kid.  In those days, the U.S. military was actually quite welcoming to Christians.  But now things have completely and totally changed.
 
For example, just the other day the Washington Times reported that large numbers of Christians are either leaving the military or never joining in the first place because of the "hostile work environment" that currently exists...
 
Christians are leaving the U.S. military or are discouraged from joining in the first place because of a "hostile work environment" that doesn't let them express their beliefs openly, religious freedom advocates say.
 
Michael Berry, senior counsel at the Liberty Institute, a Texas-based legal organization dedicated to defending religious liberty in America, said recent high-profile cases of military chaplains facing punishment for private counseling sessions that reflected the teachings of their religion could cause devout Americans who are qualified for military service to think twice about joining the military.
 
Could this be what Barack Obama wants?
 
Could it be possible that he actually wants to discourage young Bible-believing Christians from serving our country?  Because according to the Times, that is exactly what is happening...
 
"People of faith are going to stay away from the military," said Mr. Berry in an interview with The Washington Times.
 
"I can't tell you how many moms and dads I've spoken to who say, 'My son or daughter wants to join the military, [but] in light of what you've described, I'm not sure I want to let them join the military anymore,' and I don't blame them. I would have serious reservations about my own kids joining," Mr. Berry said.
 
If you are in the military today, you have got to be so careful about any expression of faith.
 
Even the slightest slip up can cause the authorities to crack down on you.
 
Just consider the following two examples which come from Newsmax...
 
In December, a chaplain for a Ranger training battalion was sent an administrative letter of concern after a soldier complained that he had promoted Christianity and used a Bible during a mandatory suicide-prevention training session.
 
Last month, a Navy chaplain was removed from his job and may lose his career after complaints about his private counseling during which he discouraged homosexuality and sex outside of marriage.
 
You mean a Christian chaplain actually "used a Bible" and "promoted Christianity"?
 
In the old days, doing those things was the very essence of what being a chaplain was all about.
 
How in the world are you supposed to be a chaplain without "using the Bible"?
 
It doesn't make any sense.
 
Like I said, the U.S. military is becoming an overtly anti-Christian institution, and it starts at the very top.
 
Since he has been in the White House, Barack Obama has consistently slammed Bible-believing Christians.  Obviously he considers them to be among his chief political enemies, and he barely tries to hide his animosity for them.  We saw another example of this just recently...
 
Consider what Obama-who is on record saying "we are no longer a Christian nation," and who never notes the Islamic identity of murderers or the Christian identity of their victims, and who ignored a recent UN session on Christian persecution-had to say about Christians at the Easter Prayer Breakfast:  "On Easter, I do reflect on the fact that as a Christian, I am supposed to love.  And I have to say that sometimes when I listen to less than loving expressions by Christians, I get concerned."
 
One of the key people that the Obama administration has brought in to advise the Pentagon on matters of faith and the military is a man named Mikey Weinstein.
 
Weinstein is the head of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, and to say that he hates evangelical Christians is a huge understatement.  The following comes from one of my previous articles...
 
The MRFF is a very insidious organization.  It is headed up by a man named Mikey Weinstein.  He has called Christians "human monsters" and "enemies of the United States Constitution".  Weinstein is convinced that sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ while in the military is "sedition and treason" and should be punished as such.
 
With guys like that telling the Pentagon how to treat Christians, no wonder things have gotten so bad.
 
Obama is "fundamentally transforming" the military, and those that aren't willing to go along are being forced out.
 
But don't just take my word for it.
 
In a previous article, I included these amazing quotes from retired high ranking officers...
 
-Retired Army Major General Paul Vallely: "The White House protects their own. That's why they stalled on the investigation into fast and furious, Benghazi and Obamacare. He's intentionally weakening and gutting our military, Pentagon and reducing us as a superpower, and anyone in the ranks who disagrees or speaks out is being purged."
 
-Retired Army Major General Patrick Brady: "There is no doubt he (Obama) is intent on emasculating the military and will fire anyone who disagrees with him."
 
-Retired Army Lt. General William G. "Jerry" Boykin: "Over the past three years, it is unprecedented for the number of four-star generals to be relieved of duty, and not necessarily relieved for cause."
 
-Retired Navy Captain Joseph John: "I believe there are more than 137 officers who have been forced out or given bad evaluation reports so they will never make Flag (officer), because of their failure to comply to certain views."
 
Are you starting to get the picture?
 
In addition, specific evangelical Christian groups are often being singled out as "hate groups" during military training sessions around the country.  The following is from Fox News...
 
Several dozen U.S. Army active duty and reserve troops were told last week that the American Family Association, a well-respected Christian ministry, should be classified as a domestic hate group because the group advocates for traditional family values.
 
The briefing was held at Camp Shelby in Mississippi and listed the AFA alongside domestic hate groups like the Ku Klux Klan, Neo-Nazis, the Black Panthers and the Nation of Islam.
 
Needless to say, the AFA is not a hate group.
 
But they are Bible-believing Christians that take their faith seriously.
 
For Obama and his minions, that is a very bad thing.
 
And as I pointed out the other day, we have seen this kind of thing since Obama has been in the White House over and over and over again.  Christians are being demonized as "right-wing extremists" and "potential terrorists", and if this keeps up it won't be too long until we see overt persecution by the government.
 
In the old days, Christians loved the military and the military loved Christians.
 
But now they are being set directly at odds with each other, and for those of us that are Bible-believing Christians that has a very ominous ring to it.
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Sowing, reaping and adultery - Greg Laurie -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/04/sowing-reaping-and-adultery/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie notes God's forgiveness doesn't mean avoiding sin's consequences
 
There are different laws that govern the universe. There is a law of gravity, which is an absolute law you cannot violate without paying a price. Then there is the second law of thermodynamics, which essentially says that all things are breaking down. Then there is Murphy's Law, which basically says that anything that can go wrong will go wrong. Then there is the biblical law of sowing and reaping, where we are told, "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows" (Galatians 6:7 NIV). Just as surely as the law of gravity is in play, so is the law of sowing and reaping. There is no getting around it.
 
It may happen today. It may happen tomorrow. It may happen a month from now. Or it may happen a year or 10 years from now. But be sure that your sin will find you out, as the Bible says. You eventually will get caught, and you'll have to face the consequences.
 
There are people who commit crimes every day, and fortunately for many of us, the criminals are not that intelligent. There are some clever ones too, but a lot of them get caught. I read about someone who went into a Colorado bank and robbed it, but he had written the little note he gave to the teller on the back of one of his own checks. Needless to say, he reaped what he had sown.
 
One of the Bible's most notable individuals also had to face the consequences of his own actions. David was described as a man after God's own heart (see 1 Samuel 13:14). But there are two names that also come to mind when we think of David: Goliath and Bathsheba. One is associated with his greatest victory, while the other is associated with his greatest defeat.
 
David had been ruling for 20 years. Everyone loved him. He was a warrior, a worshiper, a poet and a spiritual man. He was around 50 years old at this time, and whether it was a midlife crisis or something else, he was kicking back and had lowered his guard.
 
When things are going reasonably well in our lives and there is no crisis to speak of, we start lowering our guard. There is money in the bank. Everyone in the family is in good health. The bills are paid. The birds are singing. And that is when we are vulnerable. The Bible warns, "So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!" (1 Corinthians 10:12)
 
I heard a man being interviewed who had fallen into the sin of adultery. He said that he used to boast to his friends that if he fell into any sin, it would never be adultery. Anything but that. So guess what sin he fell into? Adultery. Then he quoted Oswald Chambers: "An unguarded strength is a double weakness." When you think you're strong in a certain area and will never fall, you lower your guard. And boom! You get hit there.
 
That is exactly what happened to David. He had set himself up for the kill, so to speak. Sins we commit today may not have their full impact on us until much later. Often the stage has been set earlier in our lives for the sins that we fall to today. David didn't fall suddenly; it was a process.
 
In direct disobedience to God, David had multiple wives and concubines after he became king. God told him not to do it, but he did it anyway. He already was setting himself up for a fall. One night he was walking around the rooftop of his palace and saw the beautiful Bathsheba, bathing herself. There is nothing he could have done to avoid the first look. But what he should have done next was turn his gaze away and shut the door behind him. But David didn't do that. And he committed adultery.
 
Let me just say that you have to jump through a lot of hoops to end up in adultery. It doesn't just happen. David was the most culpable, although Bathsheba played a role. Without question, they both sinned. The Bible says that your sin will find you out (see Numbers 32:23), and that certainly was the case with David and Bathsheba. To make matters worse, David had Bathsheba's husband murdered in an attempt to cover it up.
 
Enter the prophet Nathan. When he showed up in the king's palace, David paid attention. Though David was powerful, Nathan was the prophet of God. He proceeded to tell David a story. There was a wealthy man in the kingdom with a lot of sheep. A friend arrived, and he wanted to serve him leg of lamb. But instead of selecting one of his own sheep, he took his neighbor's only lamb, which was like a pet. Then he killed it and served it to his dinner guest.
 
At this point, David's blood was boiling. He said, "As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity" (2 Samuel 12:5-6 NKJV).
 
Nathan looked at him and said, "You are the man!" (verse 7).
 
To David's credit, he repented before God, and God forgave him. But he still had to face the repercussions.
 
Here is the thing we sometimes forget. Just because God forgives us doesn't mean we still won't reap what we sow. It doesn't mean that everything - all the effects of our sin - will go away. So think about the big picture when you make those decisions. Yes, you will reap what you sow. But let's not stop there.
 
God gave a second chance to David. He forgave him, and David stayed on the throne. He had his problems, but he was remembered as a great king. Even more, David ended up in the most exclusive genealogy in all of human history, in the family history of Jesus Christ. God gives second chances.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
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Featured Article: The Bond Servant - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/spiritual-life/bond-servant/
 
 
Paul, a bond servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, and set apart to the gospel of God (Romans 1:1).
 
Most translations of Romans 1:1 use either slave or servant in defining Paul's relationship with the Lord, but the phrase "bond servant" is actually the most accurate. In effect, a bond servant enters into the relationship voluntarily with the understanding that it's a lifetime commitment, with no provision for release.
 
This type of relationship comes from Exodus 21:1-6. According to the Law, a man who couldn't pay a debt he owed had to become the servant of his creditor in order to work off the debt, or until the next sabbath year, whichever was shorter. If, during the time of his temporary service, he concluded that his master was a good man to work for, he could voluntarily convert his term of service into a life long commitment. In doing so he was agreeing to permanently subordinate his own interests in favor of his master's, to do whatever the master required. This bears repeating. It was the servant's choice to enter into a bond servant relationship with his master, but once the agreement was made he could not choose to undo it later. It was a lifelong commitment.
 
If his master agreed, they would go before the judges to make the arrangement official, and then the master would drive an awl through his servant's earlobe and into the door post of the house. This was to signify that the servant had become permanently "attached" to the master's household. According to some traditions a golden ring was inserted through the hole in the bond servant's ear to memorialize the event.
 
Because of the nature and permanence of the relationship, a bond servant frequently became a trusted member of his master's household, eventually representing him in matters pertaining to his business or personal interests.
 
A Divine Example
 
David made reference to this kind of relationship, describing how the Messiah would see Himself in service to His Father.
 
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire-but my ears you have opened-burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require. Then I said, "Here I am, I have come-it is written about me in the scroll. I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart" (Psalm 40:6-8).
 
The writer of Hebrews put these words in the Lord's mouth in explaining His once for all sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 10:5-7). The phrase "my ears you have opened" is also translated "my ears you have pierced", recalling how the master pierced the ear of the bond servant.
 
This is why Jesus said He could do nothing on his own but only what He saw his father doing (John 5:19) and that he did not speak on His own accord, but the Father commanded him what to say and how to say it (John 12:49). A bond servant subordinates his will to the will of his master.
 
In a similar description, Paul said that Jesus, who being God in His very nature, didn't try to make Himself equal to God, but made Himself nothing, taking on the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness (Phil 2:6-7). The Greek word for servant in this passage is "doulos". It means "bond servant" and is the same word Paul used of Himself in Romans 1:1. These references stressed the voluntary nature of the Lord's mission to die for the sins of the people.
 
What About Us?
 
So, a bond servant chose to enter into a life of service to his master, subordinating his will to his master's, and knowing that he couldn't change his mind and undo the arrangement later on. He was in for life.
 
The Greek word "doulos" appears in 112 verses of the New Testament, mostly in reference to our relationship with the Lord. It is usually translated "servant" but as we saw it literally means "bond servant."  I believe it can serve as a model for us to consider for ourselves.
 
We also had a debt we couldn't pay and chose to enter into a life long relationship with the Lord in exchange for having the debt forgiven. It was our choice to do so but once we made the choice, we gave up the right to undo the arrangement later on. In effect, we put aside our own interests and agreed to dedicate our life to the pursuit of His interests.
 
This is what Jesus meant when He said, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). This verse has been widely misinterpreted as calling the believer to a life of deprivation and suffering. But in fact it is describing the bond servant relationship. As followers of Jesus we are to put our own hopes and dreams to death in favor of the Lord's plans for us, making our interests subordinate to His.
 
Paul emphasized this same idea in Romans 12:1-2 telling us to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-this is our true and proper worship (literally, our reasonable service). He said we should no longer conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of our mind. Then we will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will.
 
As believers, we are called to abandon the typical dreams for the future that society encourages and instead search for God's will for our life.
 
When we became believers, God anointed us, set His seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our heart as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come (2 Cor. 1:21-22). That means we belong to Him now. We are no longer our own, but have been bought at a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20) and that price is the precious blood of Jesus (1 Peter 1:18-19). With it He wiped away all our debt, and in view of His mercy we are urged to offer our bodies to Him as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1).
 
Those who say that since we chose to become saved we can choose to walk away. They are applying human thinking to the equation, thinking it makes sense that it should work that way. But there is no Biblical support for that opinion. In fact, as we've seen, it's not the case at all. As bond servants of the Lord we gave up our right to self-determination when we surrendered our life to Him. This is what Paul meant by saying, "You are not your own, you were bought at a price." When God set His mark of ownership on you He was claiming you as His property, the way a rancher would place his brand on the cattle he owned. Like the bond servant of Old Testament times, we belong to our Master and are not free to walk away.
 
Contained In The Old, Explained In The New
 
All Old Testament models are necessarily incomplete.   After all, they were just shadows of the things that were to come (Colossians 2:17, Hebrews 10:1).  In the bond servant model the arrangement was between two men; the master and the servant. What earthly master would agree to support a servant for life without requiring a comparable amount of service in return? This was a two sided arrangement with clear responsibilities for each party. In return for being supported all his life, the servant agreed to do whatever the master desired.
 
But when God agreed to pardon you for the enormous debt of sin you owed and claimed you a member of His household, He placed only one condition upon you in return. He said you must believe that when Jesus died on that cross, He died for your sins. That's all He requires of you (John 6:28-29).
 
Our arrangement with God is not one that requires a prior commitment to certain levels of performance. We are saved by grace through faith and not by works (Ephes. 2:8-9). While the New Testament contains numerous admonitions to live our lives in a manner that's pleasing to God, none of them have been imposed upon us as our part of the bargain. They are presented as things we can do to express our gratitude for what the Lord has unconditionally done for us. Our willingness to do these things is what Paul called "living up to what we have already attained" (Phil. 3:16). In other words, we don't do them in the hope of qualifying for eternal life, but as our way of saying thanks because we already have it.
 
Certainly Paul and other New Testament writers put these admonitions in strong terms. They knew better than most what an incredible gift we've been given and what an enormous price God paid to give it to us. But they never said our salvation depends on us obeying their instructions, or that our failure to perform would result in our arrangement with the Lord being canceled.
 
On the contrary, doing these things will result in the accrual of additional blessings, in this life and the next one, above and beyond the pardon for our sins and the gift of eternal life that we've already received. So the base line of our relationship with the Lord, below which we cannot go, is forgiveness for our sins and eternal life with Him. Anything we do out of gratitude for that brings extra blessings.
 
How much more then should we be willing to put our self-centered hopes for our life aside in favor of discovering God's will for us? Knowing He came so we could have an abundant life (John 10:10), that He is not going to impose a heavy work load on us (Matt. 11:30), and that He will always be with us to direct and empower us in bearing much fruit (John 15:5), how can we lose?
 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light" (Matt. 11:28-30).
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
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www.wayofthemaster.com
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
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