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	4/23/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Scottish parliament discusses recognition of Palestinian state
Ya'alon at Tel Aviv ceremony: Many have not yet accepted 'our right to a national home'
Netanyahu: Our enemies need to know that they won't break us
Netanyahu to Israel's neighbors: Stop idolizing murderers, that's not how you make peace
Israeli Leaders Snub Jimmy Carter
Palestinian reconciliation hits rock bottom
Name of slain Palestinian teen to be removed from Israeli memorial after protests
Jewish woman to receive $40,000 in airplane racial profiling suit
Poland says still waiting for US to apologize for Holocaust remarks 
Turkey: Morsi sentencing increases concern about Egypt's democracy
Tony Abbott announces new cooperation with Turkey to prevent foreign fighters travelling to conflict zones
Obama and Erdogan to Open New Mosque Together in Maryland
Turkish president says Saudi-led Yemen operation achieved its aims
Report: White House says 'job is not done' in Yemen
Yemen conflict: Saudi-led coalition resumes air strikes
UN concerned by resumption of Yemen airstrikes by Saudi coalition 
Iran: US Is 'A Threat to Us'
Obama warns US could 'penetrate' Iranian S-300 missiles if needed
Officials giving mixed messages on why US aircraft carrier shadowing Iranian convoy
US concerned Iranian ships may carry arms to Yemen 
Iranian Warships Arrive Near Yemen
Fighters in southern Yemen say will continue battling Iran-linked Houthis
Iran FM calls for immediate humanitarian help in Yemen
Arms experts warn of 'Faustian bargain' with Iran
First 'Halal' Sex Shop to Open in Mecca
Report: South Carolina teen 'seduced' by ISIS sentenced on gun charge
Why ISIS is luring so many Americans to join its ranks
Suicide Car Bombing Kills 8 Iraqi Shiite Pilgrims
Thousands of Ethiopians march against Islamic extremism
Italy's Renzi urges EU's comprehensive policy towards Africa to tackle migrant trafficking
Taliban announce plans to ramp up attacks in Afghanistan
Ukraine, in snub to Moscow, to adopt British war-time symbol, ditch Soviet war name
State Dept. warns of new Russian buildup in Ukraine
Washington prepares for diplomatic war of attrition with Russia
Poland to buy US Patriot missiles amid Russia tensions
France police arrest man 'planning to attack churches'
France foils five attacks since Charlie Hebdo killings, PM says 
China warns on rising North Korea nuclear capability 
Drone with radiation found on roof of Japanese PM's office
Pentagon's new cyber strategy cites U.S. ability to retaliate
Census: Record 51 million immigrants in 8 years, will account for 82% of U.S. growth
Obama's executive action rollouts increasing in pace
Euro-Region Output Growth Slows as Economy Awaits QE Effect 
6.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Lata, Solomon Islands
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near L'Esperance Rock, New Zealand
Chile's Calbuco volcano erupts for first time in more than 40 years
Video - Evacuation as Calbuco volcano erupts in Chile
Ruiz volcano in Colombia erupts to 24,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 17,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,000ft
Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 13,000ft
Storm kills 32 in India's Bihar state
Study: Common pesticide harming wild bees
Iowa is slaughtering 3 million hens to avert a massive bird flu outbreak
OIE: Niger confirms H5N1 bird flu outbreak
Guinea Ebola health team killers jailed for life
Bill to Require Vaccination of Children Advances in California
Chinese scientists genetically modify human embryos
New abortion controversy hits Congress
ACLU sues feds in bid to make Catholic groups provide abortion to illegal immigrants
Same-Sex Marriage Rejected by Majority of Countries Around the World
Opponents of Gay Marriage Ponder Strategy as Issue Reaches Supreme Court
Same-sex couples married in Alabama caught in limbo
Anti-gay Mich. business targeted by vandals
Transgender teen wins right to wear makeup in South Carolina license photo
'Explicit' survey on sex assault leaves college students feeling victimized
Navy Chaplain Censored: 'Don't pray in the name of Jesus'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israel celebrates 67 years after its dramatic, prophetic rebirth - A few thoughts to mark the occasion
1. Declassified: Iran 'At Most' 2-3 Months from Bomb
1. Future Armageddon: The $18 Billion dollars arms race helping to fuel Middle East conflict
1. Ark of the Covenant cover-up?
1. Why Is Obama So Silent About the Vicious Persecution of Christians All Over the Globe?
1. Daily Jot: Duplicitous foreign policy in prophetic times
1. Daily Devotion: Be a Friend
1. Featured Article: The Reluctant Witness      
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 Israel celebrates 67 years after its dramatic, prophetic rebirth - A few thoughts to mark the occasion - Joel C. Rosenberg - https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/04/23/israel-celebrates-67-years-after-its-dramatic-prophetic-rebirth-a-few-thoughts-to-mark-the-occassion/
 
Today, Israelis are celebrating our Independence Day. On the Western calendar, we remember May 14th, 1948. But on the Jewish calendar, today marks 67 years since the dramatic, prophetic rebirth of the Jewish State.
 
Today, many take the existence of the modern nation of Israel for granted. But it is actually a stunning miracle and the fulfillment of ancient Bible prophecies. Indeed, few Americans know how close the U.S. government came to refusing to support the establishment of the State of Israel in May of 1948. Few realize that most of President Truman's advisors were dead set against the Jewish state, despite the horrors of the Holocaust, and that even many American Jews didn't support the re-creation of Israel. But God had His purposes. He had His plan. And He made sure His plan came to pass, and remarkably, the U.S. played an interesting role in those prophetic developments. It is a fascinating story, and one I shared in some detail in my non-fiction book in 2012, Implosion. Here are some excerpts you might find interesting on this Israeli Independence Day:
 
"The Significance of the Rebirth of Israel"
 
Over the past six decades, the United States has been Israel's best friend and chief ally. That warm and strategic relationship began with President Harry Truman's official and highly public decision to be the first world leader to recognize and support the newly declared State of Israel on May 14, 1948. Yet few Americans realize the tectonic struggle that took place at the highest levels of the U.S. government and almost prevented Truman from making or implementing that decision.
 
Until recently, despite decades of studying Jewish history, traveling to Israel, and working with various Israeli leaders, I had no idea just how close the Jewish state came to being denied early and critical recognition by the American government. Not long ago, however, an Israeli friend recommended that I read Counsel to the President, a book that takes readers inside the Oval Office and describes the political infighting against Israel in vivid detail. What I found absolutely fascinated me.
 
The book is the memoir of Clark Clifford, a highly respected Democrat who served as senior advisor for and special counsel to President Truman. Later, Clifford served as chairman of the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board for President John F. Kennedy, as secretary of defense under President Lyndon Johnson, and as an informal but highly trusted advisor to President Jimmy Carter before retiring from government and later passing away in 1998 at the age of 91. Clifford's memoir explains his up-close-and-personal role in some of the most dramatic moments of American history in the post-World War II years, from advising Kennedy after the Bay of Pigs fiasco, to helping Johnson seek an exit strategy from the Vietnam War, to counseling Carter during the darkest days of his presidency, to playing poker with Winston Churchill on a train bound for Fulton, Missouri, where Churchill was set to deliver his "Iron Curtain" speech.
 
Yet Clifford didn't begin his 709-page tome with a description of any of these events. His first chapter, titled "Showdown in the Oval Office," begins like this:
 
May 12, 1948-Of all the meetings I ever had with presidents, this one remains the most vivid. Not only did it pit me against a legendary war hero whom President Truman revered, but it did so over an issue of fundamental and enduring national security importance-Israel and the Mideast.
 
Clifford noted that Truman regarded then-secretary of state (and decorated Army general) George C. Marshall as "the greatest living American," yet Truman and Marshall were on "a collision course" over Israel that "threatened to split and wreck the administration." Simply put, "Marshall firmly opposed American recognition of the new Jewish state," opposition that was "shared by almost every member of the brilliant and now-legendary group of men, later referred to as 'the Wise Men,' who were then in the process of creating a postwar foreign policy that would endure for more than forty years." President Truman, in contrast, was a strong supporter of Israel, in large part because of his belief in the Bible....
 
Interestingly, Clifford noted that Ben-Gurion and his advisors had not yet decided on a name for the Jewish state. "The name 'Israel' was as yet unknown," Clifford wrote, "and most of us assumed the new nation would be called 'Judaea.'".....
 
Also interesting is the fact that Truman's support of the creation of the Jewish state was opposed by many American Jews, a fact unknown or forgotten by many friends of Israel.
 
"A significant number of Jewish Americans opposed Zionism," Clifford wrote in his memoir. "Some feared that the effort to create a Jewish state was so controversial that the plan would fail. In 1942 a number of prominent Reform rabbis had founded the American Council for Judaism to oppose the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. It grew into an organization of over fourteen thousand members, which collaborated closely with State Department officials." Clifford also noted that Arthur H. Sulzberger, the Jewish publisher of the New York Times, and Eugene Meyer, the Jewish publisher of the Washington Post, "opposed Zionism" as well.
 
Nevertheless, Truman had spoken favorably of the creation of a Jewish national homeland since not long after taking office. In 1947, for example, Truman had publicly made it the policy of the United States government to back passage of the United Nations Partition Plan, creating the legal framework for the rebirth of the State of Israel as well as an adjoining state for the Palestinian Arabs. To succeed, the Partition Plan needed a two-thirds majority vote of the U.N. General Assembly. With just days to go before that historic vote on November 29, 1947, however, supporters of the plan were still three votes short. Some have suggested that President Truman personally called leaders of other nations to encourage them to support the American position. Others say he didn't but that staff in his administration did; the record is not clear. Either way, most historians-including David McCullough, who won the Pulitzer Prize for his extraordinary biography Truman-acknowledge that Truman wanted the plan to pass and played a role behind the scenes.
 
In the end, Truman got his way. The Partition Plan dramatically passed at the last moment, thirty-three to thirteen, with ten abstentions....
 
Given  Truman's backing of the Partition Plan, it would seem in retrospect that his decision to formally support the new state of Israel was a fait accompli. But the political crisis inside the White House and State Department was real and festering for the next two days. Tensions mounted, and time was running out. Reporters were asking what the president would do on the issue, and the advisors closest to the president had no clue. President Truman kept his cards close to his vest. Clifford later wrote  that he thought "the chances for salvaging the situation were very small-but not quite zero."
 
By May 14, neither the secretary of state nor the secretary of defense nor any of the Cabinet or senior advisors knew which side the president would come down on. Then, a few hours before Ben-Gurion's scheduled announcement, an aide to Secretary of State George Marshall called Clifford at the White House to say that Marshall still did not support the creation of Israel but would not oppose the president publicly if he declared in favor. This was a significant breakthrough. With less than an hour to go, the State Department aide called back to suggest again that Secretary Marshall hoped the president would delay making any decision for more internal discussions, presumably over the next few days.
 
"Only thirty minutes . . . before the announcement would be made in Tel Aviv," Clifford recalled, "the American segment of the drama was now coming to a climax." Clifford told the aide he would check with President Truman and get back to the secretary. He waited three minutes, then called the aide back, saying delay was out of the question. Finally, at six o'clock, the president formally announced his final decision to Clifford. The United States would recognize and support the State of Israel. Truman handed his statement to Clifford, who immediately took it to the president's press secretary, Charlie Ross. At 6:11 p.m., Ross read the statement to the press, and thus to the world:
 
Statement by the president. This government has been informed that a Jewish state has been proclaimed in Palestine. . . . The United States recognizes the provisional government as the de facto authority of the new State of Israel.
 
History had been made. Bible prophecy had just been fulfilled. After a long and painful labor, the State of Israel had miraculously been born in a day. "Who has heard such a thing?" the prophet Isaiah wrote more than seven hundred years before Jesus' birth. "Who has ever seen things like this? Can a country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in labor than she gives birth to her children" (Isaiah 66:8, NIV).
 
What's more, the first world leader officially to recognize Israel's legitimacy was a Christian who had been raised reading the Bible and believed it was true. Most of his senior advisors had vehemently opposed the creation of Israel. Much of the American Jewish community opposed it too. The Arab world would soon turn against the United States and move increasingly into the orbit of the Soviet Union. Yet Truman backed Israel anyway because he believed it was the right thing to do, the biblical thing to do.
 
"The fundamental basis of this nation's ideals was given to Moses on Mount Sinai," Truman once told an audience. "The fundamental basis of the Bill of Rights of our Constitution comes from the teachings which we get from Exodus, St. Matthew, Isaiah, and St. Paul. The Sermon on the Mount gives us a way of life, and maybe someday men will understand it as the real way of life. The basis of all great moral codes is 'Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.' Treat others as you would like to be treated."
 
That is not to say that Truman made all his decisions based on Scripture. Truman was an intensely private man when it came to spiritual and religious matters, and he did not often discuss what he believed about the Bible and how he connected those beliefs to public policy. The 1940s were a different age. Presidents rarely discussed such matters with the public. Truman even felt reticent about discussing his beliefs with Billy Graham, as Graham described in his autobiography. However, it is not conjecture to say that Bible prophecy was a critical element in Truman's decision-making process.
 
Clifford confirmed it in his memoir. "[Truman] was a student and believer in the Bible since his youth. From his reading of the Old Testament he felt the Jews derived a legitimate historical right to Palestine, and he sometimes cited such biblical lines as Deuteronomy 1:8, 'Behold, I have given up the land before you; go in and take possession of the land which the Lord hath sworn unto your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.'"



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Declassified: Iran 'At Most' 2-3 Months from Bomb - By Caitlin Burke - http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2015/April/Obama-Iran-2-3-Months-Away-from-Bomb/
 
 
The Obama administration says Iran is "at most" two to three months away from enriching enough nuclear fuel for an atomic bomb, an estimate that's been known for years but kept classified until now.
 
Iran is also reportedly rekindling its relationship with Hamas, an offshoot of Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood and the Palestinian faction ruling the Gaza Strip.
 
The new information is surfacing just as U.S.-led negotiations with Iran are approaching a final deal.
 
While it's not new to the Obama administration, the declassified estimate on Iran's nuclear breakout time comes as a surprise -- and a well-timed one, just in time to make the case for its Iran deal to Congress and to the public, BloombergView reported.
 
When asked how long the administration held the estimate, Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz responded, "quite some time."
 
At the beginning of Obama's second term, he made a point to tell the American people Iran was more than a year away from producing a nuclear bomb. He never mentioned that his intelligence community believed Iran's breakout time for a nuclear weapon was much less or that he was still pushing for diplomacy with Iran, rather than the tough new sanctions proposed by Congress.
 
Critics of the administration's original estimate say they were snubbed by the Obama administration. 
 
"They have made it very hard for those of us saying, 'Let's just focus on weapons-grade uranium.' There is this shorter period of time and not a year. If you just want a nuclear test device to blow up underground, I don't think you need a year," Bloomberg News quoted David Albright, a former weapons inspector.
 
Meanwhile, according to the Wall Street Journal, Iran and Hamas are back on friendly terms.
 
Some believe Iran's elite Revolutionary Guards transferred tens of millions of dollars over the past few months to Hamas, the Palestinian faction that controls Gaza.
 
This creates a major threat to Israel.
 
According to intelligence reports, those funds are being used primarily to help Hamas rebuild the terror tunnels. 
 
Israel destroyed many of those tunnels in response to Hamas rocket barrages on Israeli cities and towns last summer.
 
Egypt, under the leadership of President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, has also destroyed dozens of tunnels that allowed Hamas and other terror groups relatively easy access to the Sinai Peninsula.
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Future Armageddon: The $18 Billion dollars arms race helping to fuel Middle East conflict - Peter Beaumont - http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/23/the-18bn-arms-race-middle-east-russia-iran-iraq-un
 
 
Security experts express fears for region's stability amid record weapons sales from west and Russia's missile deal with Iran
 
The Middle East is plunging deeper into an arms race, with an estimated $18bn expected to be spent on weapons this year, a development that experts warn is fuelling serious tension and conflict in the region.
 
Given the unprecedented levels of weapons sales by the west (including the US, Canada and the UK) to the mainly Sunni Gulf states, Vladimir Putin's decision last week to allow the controversial delivery of S-300 anti-aircraft missiles to Iran - voluntarily blocked by Russia since 2010 - seems likely to further accelerate the proliferation.
 
That will see agreed arms sales to the top five purchasers in the region - Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Egypt and Iraq - surge this year to more than $18bn, up from $12bn last year. Among the systems being purchased are jet fighters, missiles, armoured vehicles, drones and helicopters.
 
The Russian declaration came only two days before Iraq's prime minister, Haider al-Abadi, disclosed he was seeking arms worth billions of dollars from Washington - with payment deferred - for the battle against Islamic State (Isis).
 
Last week France's foreign minister, Laurent Fabius, disclosed progress in talks to sell Rafale fighter jets to the UAE, one of the Middle East's biggest and most aggressive arms buyers.
 
With conflicts raging in Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen, and with Egypt also battling Islamist extremists in the Sinai, the signs that Russia is preparing to increase its own arms sales - and to the Gulf states' biggest rival, Iran - are raising fears that tensions will be stoked further still.
 
In particular Saudi Arabia and Iran are facing off in the conflict in Yemen where, despite the announcement by Riyadh on Tuesday that it had halted its month-long bombing campaign, jets continued to strike Houthi rebel positions close to the capital Sanaa, around the third city Taez, and in the central town of Yarim.
 
According to the New York Times, defense industry officials have notified Congress that they are expecting additional requests from Arab states fighting Isis - Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Jordan and Egypt - for thousands of new US-made weapons, including missiles and bombs, to rebuild depleted arms stockpiles.
 
Ironically, among the key weapons suppliers in the arms race are permanent members of the UN Security Council who have been at the center of two unconventional arms control initiatives - disarming the Syrian government's stockpiles of chemical weapons and negotiating for a deal on Iran's nuclear program.
 
The scale of the arms race was revealed this year in reports published by IHS Jane's Global Defense Trade Report and the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (Sipri). They showed how Saudi Arabia had become the world's largest importer of weapons and fourth-largest military spender and that other Middle East states were sharply increasing their arms purchases. 
 
Adding to concern is that the spending spree on arms comes against the background of a marked increase in military interventions by countries in the region since the Arab spring in 2011.
 
Saudi Arabia has intervened in Bahrain (at the request of that kingdom's ruler during the so-called Pearl revolution), in Yemen in 2009 and again in Yemen this year.
 
In addition, a new Saudi-led and largely Sunni military alliance - announced this year and dubbed the "Arab Nato" - appears primarily designed as a new foil to Iran in the widening proxy conflict between Riyadh and Tehran.
 
And among those concerned by Saudi's new military assertiveness - on the back of its arms buying spree - was the Iraqi prime minister, Abadi. 
 
"The dangerous thing is we don't know what the Saudis want to do after [their intervention in Yemen]," Abadi told US reporters last week. "Is Iraq within their radar? That's very, very dangerous. The idea that you intervene in another state unprovoked just for regional ambition is wrong. Saddam has done it before. See what it has done to the country."
 
And if the Saudi intervention in Yemen has been overt, no less real has been the proxy conflict that has set Iran and the Gulf states against each other in Syria, where Tehran has backed the government of Bashar al-Assad with military assistance and weapons, and Gulf states have backed different rebel groups, including Islamist ones.
 
"It's crazy," says Ben Moores, author of IHS Jane's annual report on arms buying trends. "The one Canadian deal alone - to supply Saudi Arabia with light armored vehicles - will account for 20% of the military vehicles sold globally in years covered by the contract. And this is just the thin edge of the wedge. Saudi has booked enough arms imports in 24 months for them to be worth $10bn a year."
 
While some countries, such as Kuwait, are in the process of modernization, a key trend identified by Moores is how states are retooling to fight insurgency conflicts in the same way the US military has in Afghanistan and Iraq.
 
"Look at UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Algeria. They were all countries that bought a lot of conventional arms in the past that are no use in a sectarian war or an insurgency.
 
"If you look at what was bought at the recent Idex arms fair in Abu Dhabi it was drones, high-end surveillance satellites, and strategic transport aircraft for projecting power. One of the reasons Egypt went with its recent purchase of Rafale jets [from France] is because it wanted planes that could deliver precision-guided standoff weapons. 
 
And as Tobias Borck of the Royal United Services Institute points out, states in the Middle East are now more prepared to use the weapons they are buying.
 
"[The] Saudi-led military operations in Yemen [are] the latest manifestation of Arab interventionism, a trend that has been gaining momentum in the Middle East since the uprisings of the Arab spring," he says. "Middle Eastern countries appear to be increasingly willing to use their armed forces to protect and pursue their interests in crisis zones across the region."
 
Referring to the inconsistent approach by key Security Council members towards arms control in the region, he adds: "There are a lot of different streams feeding into this arms race.
 
"On Syria's chemical weapons and the Iranian nuclear program the two issues were ring-fenced as pure arms control questions. When it comes to how we perceive our arms sales - whether they are British or US or whatever - it tends to be seen as a domestic economic issue - protecting our factories.
 
"That neglects the regional political dimensions, with arms sales taking place with a lack of regard for that context and without long-term strategic awareness."
 
Borck says the sheer scale of the arms being supplied to countries such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE by the west may also be acting as an incentive for Russia to get back into the Middle East - not least via arms sales to its old clients such as Iran - and may have been a motivating factor in the Kremlin's decision to lift the ban on the delivery of the S-300 missile system. 
 
Putin, defending the decision to supply the missiles during a call-in television show last week, cited Russia's prerogative to pursue its own foreign policy initiatives and suggested the missiles could represent "a deterrent factor in connection with the situation in Yemen".
 
Omar Ashour, an expert on Middle East security issues at Exeter University, adds another caution, this time over the intentions of the new Saudi-led Arab coalition, warning that its interventions are unlikely to contribute to stability. 
 
"The rise of Arab military coalitions raises serious concerns," he wrote in a recent piece for Project Syndicate. "Such interventions were usually aimed at empowering a proxy political force over its military and political rivals, instead of averting humanitarian disaster or institutionalizing a non-violent conflict-resolution mechanism following a war."
 
Speaking to the Guardian last week, he added: "On top of that, the increases in arms sales are bound to be extremely destabilizing. At the moment most of the interventions have been against softer targets - Saudi Arabia targeting guerrillas in Yemen; Egypt against Bedouin in Sinai; or strikes against ragtag armies in Libya.
 
"But if the 'soft' keeps being hit hard they won't remain soft. They will find their own patrons and proxies and hit back and it will lead to a vicious cycle."
 
Pieter Wezeman, a senior researcher at Sipri, which maintains a database tracking arms contracts, raises another concern. "Something that doesn't get mentioned is the complete lack of interest in arms control among the countries in region. It is not in the minds of leaders and decision-makers except for the need to arm to defeat any potential opponent.
 
"There is already instability in the region on several levels. You have instability in Yemen, Syria and Iraq. There is instability between Iran and the Gulf states. What is important now is how the massive expansion of the armed forces of Saudi Arabia, UAE and Qatar will be seen as posing a clear threat to Iran."
 
Borck adds a final warning: "If you are going for an ever-bigger hammer, then the more desperate you are to make every problem a nail."
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Ark of the Covenant cover-up? - http://www.wnd.com/2015/04/ark-of-the-covenant-coverup/?cat_orig=faith
 
 
Dome of the Rock's previously unknown floor mosaics quickly covered with carpet
 
An unauthorized project by Muslim authorities on the Temple Mount has revealed the existence of previously undocumented ancient floor designs at the site thought to be where the Bible's First and Second Temples once stood, but Israeli archaeologists were denied the opportunity to view them.
 
Nearly two weeks ago Israel National News reported the Waqf, the Muslim authority that administers the Temple Mount, had brought a small tractor into the famous gold-domed Dome of the Rock and dug and removed earth there, claiming the project was to "replace carpet." The required permission from and supervision by the Antiquities Authority, as well as approval from the Ministerial Committee on Archaeological Digs in Holy Sites, was never obtained. The Waqf denied doing any destructive work.
 
The Dome of the Rock is believed to stand over the site of the two Temples' Holy of Holies.
 
Word of the new floor mosaics sparked speculation they could point to the location where the golden Ark of the Covenant was hidden 2,500 years ago.
 
"Something is there. I don't know what. But something is hidden there," Israeli archaeologist Zachi Dvira, who studies the site, told the London Daily Mail.
 
If it is there, it remains hidden, because the Waqf, funded by Jordan's King Abdullah II, has laid new carpet everywhere.
 
Scholars expressed concern the glue used to secure the felt under layer would damage the floors.
 
Israel's housing minister Uri Ariel sent a letter to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last week saying, "There is no need to elaborate on how important this site is, where every modification, every excavation with heavy equipment can cause irreparable harm to the foundations of the Temple."
 
Leaked photos reportedly showed several geometric floor patterns never before documented by archaeologists, said Frankie Snyder, a researcher with the Temple Mount Sifting Project.
 
Some apparently date to when the Crusaders controlled the complex in the 12th century, she told the Daily Mail.
 
This is not the first dispute over Muslim projects on the Temple Mount.
 
A 1999 project included excavation of a 40-foot deep hole for construction of an underground prayer area. Ten thousand tons of earth were removed and dumped in Kidron Valley, east of the Temple Mount.
 
In 2007, WND documented an illegal project by the Waqf that used a bulldozer to excavate a trench 1,300 feet long and five feet deep that crossed buried walls Israeli archaeologists believed may have been remains of an area of the Second Jewish Temple known as the woman's courtyard.
 
A spokesman for the Temple Mounts Movements accused the police of not doing their job of protecting the site during the recent project.
 
"The police don't even allow Jews to move their lips in prayer while visiting the holy site, yet ignores tractors and other digging work on the Temple Mount and the place of the Sanctuary."
 
Photographs at Ritmeyer Archaeological Designs show a major project undertaken in 1959 to strengthen the columns and walls of the Dome of the Rock with reinforced concrete. At the time, the bedrock, about 18 inches below the floor surface, was exposed and captured in the secretly-taken images.
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Why Is Obama So Silent About the Vicious Persecution of Christians All Over the Globe? - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/why-is-obama-so-silent-about-the-vicious-persecution-of-christians-all-over-the-globe 
 
 
As you read this article, Christians are being openly persecuted in more than 60 nations.  Churches are being burned, believers are being hunted down and imprisoned, and violent mobs are beating and killing those that dare to say that Jesus is Lord.  And thanks to ISIS, the persecution of Christians has risen to frightening new levels in 2015.  In recent months, our news sources have been filled with headlines about Christians that are being beheaded, crucified and buried alive by ISIS.  According to U.S. Representative Frank Wolf, what is happening to Christians in the Middle East actually meets the United Nations definition of "genocide".  So what is Barack Obama doing about all of this?  Sadly, he is essentially doing next to nothing.  He has been nearly silent as the acts of mass violence just keep piling up.  This silence has outraged many on both the left and the right, and yet Obama just continues to keep quiet.  What are we supposed to make of that?
 
Just consider an example from earlier this week.  A group of angry Muslims threw twelve innocent Christian migrants into the Mediterranean Sea resulting in their deaths, but Obama apparently does not believe that it is important enough to talk about. The following is from an editorial that Kirsten Powers penned for USA Today...
 
If a Christian mob on a ship bound for Italy threw 12 Muslims to their death for praying to Allah, does anyone think the president would have been so disinterested? When three North Carolina Muslims were gunned down by a virulent atheist, Obama rightly spoke out against the horrifying killings. But he just can't seem to find any passion for the mass persecution of Middle Eastern Christians or the eradication of Christianity from its birthplace.
 
When violence is perpetrated against a group of people that Obama is inclined to protect, he is all over it.  But when it comes to the most persecuted faith on the planet, the best that Obama can do is mumble a few half-hearted words once in a while...
 
The president's mumblings about the atrocities visited upon Christians (usually extracted after public outcry over his silence) are few and far between. And it will be hard to forget his lecturing of Christians at the National Prayer Breakfast about the centuries-old Crusades while Middle Eastern Christians were at that moment being harassed, driven from their homes, tortured and murdered for their faith.
 
And when it comes to the global persecution of Christians, the leadership of the White House matters.
 
As Erik Rush recently observed, the tone of this White House regarding minority Christians populations around the globe has been far different than we have seen from previous administrations...
 
While the diplomatic dynamics behind the following may be news to many, it is a fact that over many presidential administrations, nations with minority Christian populations (particularly in the Middle East) were always made aware that our foreign policy concerning them would be to some extent predicated on the treatment of Christians thereof.
 
All that changed when Barack Hussein Obama ascended to the presidency, and the testimony of Christians living in these nations bears this out. Even excluding such extreme examples as the Muslim Brotherhood's rise to power in Egypt (after which Christians were being crucified in the streets), the general deportment of Islamic governments in the region with regard to Christians changed from one of grudging tolerance to abject persecution. As we can readily observe now in the region, as well as in Islamic African nations, the violent persecution of Christians has practically become a new national pastime.
 
In other words, Obama's silence on Christian persecution has been a signal that it is open season on Christians, and those that hate Christians around the world have responded appropriately.
 
Fortunately, we still have a few national leaders that are willing to stand up for Christians around the world.  One of them, U.S. Representative Frank Wolf, says that what ISIS is doing to Christians in the Middle East meets the official United Nations definition of genocide...
 
"It is genocide. It meets the test of genocide," Wolf said, citing accepted United Nations parameters for the practice.
 
In Wolf's estimation, and that of many Americans of conscience, the Obama administration's failure to weigh in on this atrocity in any manner whatsoever is an abject disgrace.
 
And let's remember - this is not just happening in the Middle East, and it is not just Muslims that are doing this.
 
The persecution of Christians has become a truly global phenomenon, and sometimes the most brutal incidents are in places that we would not even think of.
 
For example, there was a brutal attack on Christians in India by Hindu extremists on April 8th...
 
Christians sustained broken bones and wounds when Hindu extremists on April 8 attacked an open-air gospel event in Telangana state, India, sources said.
 
Police initially refused to help church members after the mob of about 100 Hindu extremists seriously injured four Christians in the attack in Pebbair, Mahabubnagar District, they said. Area church leaders submitted a complaint citing inaction by police.
 
So what were those Christians doing wrong?
 
Absolutely nothing.
 
They were just holding a meeting.
 
And these Hindu extremists didn't just attack men.  According to one news report, they were even beating women and children...
 
Hindu extremists from the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Bajrang Dal charged into the evangelistic meeting on the final day of the three-day event at about 9:30 p.m. Shouting "Jai Shri Ram [Praise Lord Ram]," the Hindu extremists led by local leaders of the RSS and Bajrang Dal attacked the Kristhu Suvartha Ujiva congregation, beating pastors, women, children and the aged while insulting their faith.
 
Sadly, this is nothing new for this part of India.  Last year, there were 15 violent attacks against Christians in that exact area.
 
But Obama is going to be extremely reluctant to help any Bible-believing Christians, because he considers them to be his political enemies.  And yes, most Bible-believing Christians in America voted against Barack Obama.  But that is no excuse for how he has been acting.
 
And it is not just a matter of doing nothing.  During the Obama administration, Bible-believing Christians are being purged out of the military and they are even being labeled as "potential terrorists" in official U.S. government documents.  Obama's animosity for Bible-believing Christians in America is glaringly apparent, and this is likely the root cause for his appalling lack of concern for persecuted Christians around the planet.
 
What I want to share with you next is the kind of speech that we would be hearing if we had a good man in the White House.  This speech was recently delivered by author Jonathan Cahn at the United Nations, and it is extremely moving...
https://youtu.be/rqPit74onAI 
 
Why can't Obama give a speech like that?
 
We like to point to atrocities throughout history and talk about how we would have done things differently if we had been there.
 
But we are watching a major atrocity unfold right in front of our eyes here in 2015, and our government is just standing by and letting it happen.
 
So exactly what does that say about the state of our nation and the state of our national leadership?
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Daily Jot: Duplicitous foreign policy in prophetic times - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
The US "president" seems to be doing all he can to hand Iran nuclear technology--much the same, quite frankly, that President Bill Clinton did with North Korea--yet at the same time, he is reportedly sending aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt into the Arabian Sea to prevent Iran from supplying Yemen rebels, including al Qaeda. It was the "president's" support of Arab Spring that destabilized Middle Eastern and Northern African governments, including Yemen. The "president's" foreign policy appears duplicitous by supporting Iran, but also fighting Iran. So which is it? Is the US an ally of Iran or is it a foe? Well, from the perspective of the White House, probably both. A dangerous course to pursue.
 
It appears there is a pawn game of chess unfolding over the Middle East. America's traditional allies have been Sunni Muslims, which include Saudi Arabia. Iran is Shiite. The Muslim Brotherhood is primarily Sunni as is al Qaeda. The "president" has fought al Qaeda in Iraq, financially supported it in Libya, and is appearing to fight it in Yemen. Balancing the power and military might between Sunni and Shiite seems to be a goal. The Islamic State appears to be Sunni, but the "president" has both supported it when it was against the Syrian Assad regime, and, at least verbally, opposed it as it gobbles up territory in Iraq. Iran and the US have assisted Iraq in fending off the Islamic State. 
 
The Muslim Brotherhood and al Qaeda inspired revolution in Egypt was supported the the US "president." That rebellion ended poorly as the Muslim Brotherhood "elected" president was overthrown, thrown in jail, tried, and was sentenced to some 20 years for the deaths of protesters. Other Muslim Brotherhood insurgents received much harsher sentences. The "president" seemed to let his allies hang out to dry. All in all the balance of power among the Muslims appears to ebb and flow, depending on who the "president" is supporting at the moment. It's OK to allow Iran a path to developing a nuclear weapon, but it's not OK for Iran to set up a vassal state in Yemen, although the "president" supported the revolution there.
 
Then there is Israel. The "president" has repeatedly said that Israel is America's strongest ally in the Middle East, yet he has repeatedly turned his back on Israel and even tried to unduly (and perhaps illegally) influence the election there by funneling US taxpayer money for an unsuccessful attempt to defeat Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The "president" has aided al Qaeda, the Muslim Brotherhood, Iran and from time to time, the Islamic State--all sworn enemies of Israel. James 1:8 says, "A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways." Indeed, this "president" has proven his double-mindedness. He has also shown himself as cunning and deceitful. None of these traits bodes well for our nation or others.
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Daily Devotion: Be a Friend - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has given us. We want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ. -Colossians 1:28
 
Somewhere along the line, we have separated evangelism from discipleship. We preach the gospel, but we don't disciple. We don't get people on their feet spiritually. But the two go together.
 
The conversion of Saul of Tarsus, one of the most notorious nonbelievers ever, was so unexpected that a lot of people didn't think it was true. So God spoke to a Christian named Ananias and told him to visit Saul. After some initial resistance, Ananias obeyed and found Saul (who later changed his name to Paul), prayed for him, and took the time to encourage him. Then God brought another man into Paul's life, and his name was Barnabas. He introduced Paul to the apostles and vouched for his conversion.
 
A lot of people want to be an apostle Paul, but would someone please be an Ananias or a Barnabas-a person who works behind the scenes? You may not be the next Billy Graham, but you may the best person who helps to nurture the next Billy Graham.
 
You can show that person what a Christian family, a Christian man, or a Christian woman looks like. You can befriend that individual who has no friends and bring him or her into your group. You don't know what God can do in the life of that person.
 
Discipling someone is not just talking to that person about Jesus; it is also being a friend. And that is what a lot of people need: a friend. That is what I needed as a brand-new believer. Thankfully, someone named Mark saw that I came to Christ and very persistently said, "You're going to church with me." I was resistant at first. But he won me over and ended up helping me get grounded in the faith. That is what discipling is.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Reluctant Witness - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
 
The city of Nineveh was, magnificent. It was the capital of Assyria and though the city was beautiful the people were more than barbaric. Archaeologists have uncovered evidence of their brutality and it is no wonder that God was going to send judgment upon them. "Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me." Jonah 1:1-2. Imagine Jonah's shock. He knew of their extreme cruelty and didn't want any part of them. Why would God want him to go to these heathens with a warning? Rather than acknowledge that God's wisdom is wiser than man's folly, Jonah fled. Jonah intended to go to Tarshish in order to flee from the presence of the LORD. Is that possible? Not hardly, but Jonah thought he would give it a shot. Satan will always be there to help us to disobey God and Jonah found a ship in Joppa that was headed to Tarshish. As it always happens when we try to hide ourselves from God's purpose for us, we fail miserably. Jonah was about to fail in a big way.
 
We know the story. God sent a tempest to stop Jonah from running away. "Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep." Jonah 1:5. The sailors all worshipped false gods and Jonah's disobedience endangered them all. How many times do we yoke ourselves with non-believers when we are embracing sin and disobedience? That will always end in disaster. The sailors knew this wasn't an ordinary storm and when their false gods failed, the captain found Jonah and told him to call upon his God. Then they cast lots to find the cause of this tempest. The lots fell upon Jonah. Jonah wasn't a perfect witness, but at least his answer told them about God. "And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land." Jonah 1:9. Did he really fear the LORD or did he fear the storm? Maybe he feared the LORD because he was beginning to understand that it's impossible to run from God. "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding." Proverbs 9:10.
 
Jonah knew the storm would stop if they threw him overboard and told them to cast him into the sea. "Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them." Jonah 1:13. Like so many of us, especially those who have not learned to trust the LORD, they tried to solve the problem by their own effort. After failing, these men who just a short time earlier had relied on false gods, cried out to the LORD. "Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee." Jonah 1:14. When they tossed Jonah overboard the sea became calm. That may have been the last we heard of Jonah, except the LORD was there to save him. "Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights." Jonah 1:17.
 
Is this just a "myth"? Is it a Sunday school story that has taken "artistic license" with reality? Jesus confirms that this is a true account. When the Scribes and Pharisees asked Him for a sign, Jesus answered "For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." Matthew 12:40. Jonah's time in the fish's belly was a prophetic sign of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
 
Had the story ended with Jonah in the belly of the fish it would have been a tragic tale, but one with many lessons to teach, such as the importance of being obedient to God, the importance of being a willing witness for the Lord, and the truth that sin carries a huge price. The story did not end there. When you're in the belly of a great fish for three days and three nights you have time to think over your predicament. "Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly," Jonah 2:1. Jonah recalled his predicament, and finally said "When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy." Jonah 2:7-8. When all else failed he turned to the same God he had tried to run away from. Then he made promises. "But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD." Jonah 2:9. God heard Jonah and answered. "And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land." Jonah 2:10. Aren't we like Jonah? We make bad choices and try to run from God. When we find ourselves in the fish's belly we call out to God and make all kinds of promises. God is always there. We're thankful for His mercy, but as soon as we are out of the fish's belly we forget our promises and go right back to our old ways.
 
The writer of Hebrews also talks of the sacrifice of praise. "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name." Hebrews 13:15. When we are on the mountain top it is easy to give a sacrifice of praise, but when we are in the belly of a fish we forget. Most times when we are in the belly of the fish it is because we, like Jonah, were trying to flee from God. We make bad choices or join up with the wrong friends. Maybe we just outright rebel and don't want to do what God asks of us, then try to run away. 
 
God gave Jonah a second chance to obey, and this time he stomped off to Nineveh in a pout. Jonah promised to "...sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving" but he was never joyous about his mission. His message to these heathen people was short and to the point. "And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown." Jonah 3:4. Jonah's words were more of joyous condemnation rather than hope that they would repent. Jonah wanted them to be judged.
 
Too often Christians are like Jonah. We are admonished to share the Gospel, but instead of it being a message of joy and hope we wield it like a weapon of condemnation. We have a message of hope, but aren't always happy to share it. In his anger and pride Jonah thought the people of Nineveh deserved God's wrath and too often that's how Christians view the lost around us. Whether those lost people are leaders of nations, the office gossip, or that neighbor who calls the police if he hears your worship music playing, God loves them and they need a good witness to share the Gospel with them. "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Romans 10:17. If we would boldly walk through our nation proclaiming the Gospel to every person from the government leaders down to the homeless on the street, our nation just might repent. Satan is attempting to silence Christians and instead of witnessing we hide our faith. Like Jonah, many of us head to Tarshish rather than witness to those who are lost.
 
To Jonah's disappointment his message was taken seriously and the entire city of Nineveh repented. The king and the people fasted, put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes; they even required it of their animals. "But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry." Jonah 4:1. Jonah had been thankful that the Lord saved him from the belly of the fish and had made lots of promises. He was thankful for God's mercy for himself, but now he wanted God to take vengeance upon those undeserving, idol worshipping heathens in Nineveh. We are so much like Jonah. We want God's blessing for our self, but just let someone less deserving of God's love get a blessing and we have a snit fit and hope for their destruction. Shame on us!
 
The scribes and Pharisees were stubborn and would not accept Jesus. They saw His miracles and heard His words, yet they wouldn't believe Him. They wanted more signs, but Jesus only told them about the sign of Jonah. Then He said "The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here." Matthew 12:41. The men of Nineveh heard God's message and repented, but the Jewish leaders were blind and refused to believe. There are many blind people today. They have heard of Jesus, but they are blind to who He is. They may be members of cults, or sit in pews on Sunday morning with no understanding, or maybe they claim to be atheists and openly reject the only One who can save them. Brethren, joyfully witness to them. Their need is as great as those heathens in Nineveh.
 
The Gospel is a message of hope and love, not condemnation. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." John 3:16-18. God used Jonah and He can use you. Is God calling you to share the Gospel with someone? Don't be a reluctant witness.  In spite of everything, God used Jonah and many idol worshipping sailors and barbaric soldiers came to know the one true God. What would have happened if Jonah had gone about his task with a joyous attitude? He wouldn't have spent time inside a fish and he would have rejoiced over the fact that so many people came to repent. He would have kept his promise of the sacrifice of praise.
 
God's judgment is once again looming on the horizon. Do we have 40 days? Maybe. We don't really know if it will be 40 days or 40 years, but we know that God's word says judgment will come. You need to carry God's message to the idol worshipping people around you. They need to come to know Jesus in order to avoid God's judgment and you may be the witness they need. There is another Old Testament prophet who was much more willing than Jonah. "Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me." Isaiah 6:8. The prophet Isaiah was eager to witness and when he heard the voice of the Lord asking for volunteers, he was ready. 
 
Christians, be like Isaiah and willing to go. Don't be like Jonah, the reluctant witness. 
God bless you all, 
Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Ron Graham's previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know. 
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
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