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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	4/27/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
IAF kills 4 terrorists who crossed into Israel from Syria and planted bombs 
Report: Israeli strike in Syria was aimed at thwarting attack on strategic targets in Golan 
Official: Palestinian operatives helped free Syria hostages
Ya'alon: Iran is currently seeking to smuggle advanced arms to Hezbollah 
Israel to observe first UN nuclear meeting in 20 years in bid to foster Arab ties 
Palestinian official skeptical about peace with next Israeli government
PLO's Executive Committee meeting on Wednesday to redefine relations with Israel 
Anti-Semitism rising again, Jewish leader warns 70 years after death camp's liberation 
Europe recalls the horror 70 years after Nazi camps liberated
European Jewish Congress gives Kiev Jews $100,000 for security 
German police remove Israeli flag from soccer game 'for fear of Palestinian violence' 
At correspondents' dinner, Obama jokes over Israel tensions 
Human Rights Watch: Egypt's trial of Morsi 'badly flawed' 
Turkey scrambles two F-16 jets on Syrian border 
Islamic State suicide bombers kill Iraqi soldiers at Jordanian border 
Car bombs, suicide attack kill at least 22 in Iraq 
US Secretary of State Kerry to meet with Iran foreign minister on Monday 
Saudi-led air strikes hit Yemeni capital, ships shell Aden-residents 
Yemen militia make gains against Houthis in central city 
Former U.N. envoy says Yemen political deal was close before Saudi airstrikes began
Malaysia foils attacks in capital by suspected militants 
Three suspects held in French investigation into failed church attack 
Russian Jews face 'grave dangers' if Putin is ousted, warns senior rabbi
Putin Vows to Keep Hold of Crimea in Documentary
Russia ponders raising retirement age in budget crunch
More central banks meet, but ability to pilot economies in doubt
George W. Bush, saying voters do not like dynasties, plans to stay off campaign trail
Maryland Dem: Baltimore rioters 'mainly from out of town'
US unveils 6-year-old report on NSA surveillance 
McCain renews push to have military, not CIA, manage drone strikes
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Santiago de Cao, Peru
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Nagarkot, Nepal
Tremors, aftershocks, strike India and Nepal sparking fears of further deterioration 
Nepal Terrorized by Aftershocks, Hampering Relief Efforts
Nepal Earthquake Poses Challenge to International Aid Agencies
Relief efforts to find survivors intensify amid powerful aftershocks
Chile begins volcano clean-up under eruption threat
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 24,000ft
Sakurajima volcano in Japan erupts to 15,000ft
Officials Say Heavy Rains Kill 37 in Northwest Pakistan
Chipotle to Stop Serving Genetically Altered Food
Three New Avian Flu Viruses Leave American Scientists Scrambling For Answers
Measles vaccination mix-up leaves 15 infants dead in northern Syria 
Scientists urge moratorium after Chinese 'edit' human embryos
France's gay ambassador-nominee poses special challenges for 'Who am I to judge' Pope Francis
Will Bruce Jenner's coming out make Americans more accepting of transgender people?
Marco Rubio To Brody File: There Is No Constitutional Right To Gay Marriage
Q&A: What's at stake in Tuesday's Supreme Court gay marriage arguments
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Hezbollah terror attack on Golan stokes face-off between Israel and the Syrian-Hezbollah alliance
1. Iran Revolutionary Guard chief: Saudi Arabia following in footsteps of Israel
1. After Failing to Preempt: Israel, Iran and Nuclear War
1. Nearing Midnight: Israel in the Eye 
1. Watchman Warning: World on Fire
1. There Will Be Earthquakes: The Crust of the Earth Violently Roars to Life in Chile and Nepal
1. Daily Jot: Human lives matter
1. Daily Devotion: The Greatest Stories Ever Told
1. Featured Article: Another Look at the Rapture       
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Hezbollah terror attack on Golan stokes face-off between Israel and the Syrian-Hezbollah alliance - http://www.debka.com/article/24562/Hizballah-terror-attack-on-Golan-stokes-face-off-between-Israel-and-the-Syrian-Hizballah-alliance
 
 
According to Arab media, Israeli executed its third strike against Syrian and Hezbollah targets in the Qalamoun area on the Syrian Lebanese border Sunday night, April 26 - shortly after Hezbollah attempted to plant an explosive device near an Israeli Golan military post.
 
 But then, Monday morning, anonymous Israeli sources improbably attributed this air strike to possible Syrian opposition action by the Al Qaeda's Nusra Front.  
 
Hezbollah was meanwhile identified as responsible for the thwarted bomb attack on the Israeli Sheita military post guarding the northern Golan border with Syria. "Four terrorists placed an explosive on a fence near Majdel Shams. The air force thwarted the attack, killing all four," a military spokesman said.
 On the face of it, Israel's purported third air strike over Syrian territory in five days, this time targeting the Wadi a-Sheikh and Al Abasiya regions of the Qalamoun mountains, was in retaliation for the thwarted Hezbollah attack on the Golan.
 
 However, debkafile's military sources give the exchange of blows a different slant: It is more likely to be the onset of a systematic Israeli campaign to wipe out Syrian-Hezbollah military bases repositioned on the mountain range as depots and launching-pads for firing long-range missiles into Israel from Syrian territory.
 
 A clue to this objective was offered Sunday night by Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon in a firm statement that Israel would not permit Iran to arm Hezbollah with advanced weapons. He did not explicitly admit to the air strikes of last Wednesday and Saturday, which were reported by Arab TV stations to have hit surface-to-surface missile depots on Qalamoun. But he nearly gave the game away. He accused Iran of trying to arm Hezbollah with advanced weapons by every possible route. "We will not allow the delivery of sophisticated weapons to terrorist groups, Hezbollah in particular... or allow Hezbollah to establish a terror infrastructure on our borders with Israel," the minister said, adding: "We know how to lay hands on anyone who threatens Israeli citizens, along our borders or even far from them."
 
In a previous report, debkafile disclosed that Syrian and Hezbollah forces were on the point of conducting an offensive, under Iranian Revolutionary Guards officers, to flush Syrian rebels out of their last remaining pockets on the mountain slopes in order to clear the Syrian-Lebanese highway link for troop and arms convoys between the two countries.
 
We also reported that Hezbollah had already relocated substantial military manpower and missile stocks from northern Lebanon to an enclave it now controlled on the Syrian Qalamoun mountains.
 
 The anonymous sources' attribution of Sunday night's air strike to the Nusra Front sounded more like a lame cover story than a serious supposition. The Syrian opposition has never managed to use air power against the armies of Assad and Hezbollah. Nusra did capture a few fighter-bombers from the enemy, but never acquired the technical infrastructure, ordnance or trained pilots to fly them.
 
This improbable theory would in any case contradict the warning message Israel was clearly addressing to Damascus and Hezbollah that any violations of Israel's red lines on their part would be met with action to knock over their military set-up on their shared border, section by section - even at the risk of a showdown with Iran in the Syrian arena.
 
Israel's destruction of the Qalamoun war machine would have four far-reaching ramifications:
 
1. It would impair the Syrian army's capabilities and strike at the heart of the Assad regime.
 
2. It would give a strong leg up to the Syrian opposition, especially Al Qaeda's Nusra Front, which is emerging as the strongest and most effective paramilitary force in the Syrian opposition camp.
 
 3. It would curtail the transformation of the Qalamoun Mts. into Hizballah's most important forward base of attack against Israel.
 
 It is hard to see Tehran standing by if the sparring escalates further and Israel continues to punch away at the Islamic Republic's two most valuable strategic assets. Direct action by Iran would not be its style. Tehran would rather put the Syrian army and Hezbollah up to stepping up its campaign of terror against Israel, possibly by expanding the arena across two borders into Lebanon and Israel itself.
 
 Last week, the Obama administration managed to hold back the clash threatening to blow up opposite Yemen by the US, Saudi and Egyptian navies against an Iran convoy. Washington is likely to lean hard on Israel and Tehran to make sure that the current sparring does not run out of control and explode into a military showdown.
 
 If this happened, Tehran would likely refuse to sign the nuclear deal which is nearing conclusion with the world powers led by the US.
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Iran Revolutionary Guard chief: Saudi Arabia following in footsteps of Israel -
http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Iran-Revolutionary-Guard-chief-Saudi-Arabia-following-in-footsteps-of-Israel-399317
 
 
Saudi Arabia is a betrayer who is "following in the footsteps of Israel and the Zionists," the commander of Iran's Revolutionary Guard said Monday.
 
Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari's comments came amid the Saudi-led coalition's military campaign against Iranian-backed Shi'ite Houthi rebels who are trying to take over Yemen.
 
"Today, Saudi Arabia is brazenly and obnoxiously bombarding and massacring a nation, which is seeking the denial of the hegemonic system," Press TV quoted Jafari as saying.
 
Air raids, naval shelling and ground fighting shook Yemen on Sunday in some of the most widespread combat since the Saudi-led alliance intervened last month against the Houthis who have seized large tracts of the country.
 
The strikes on Sanaa were the first since the Saudi-led coalition said last week it was scaling back a campaign against the Houthis. But the air raids soon resumed as the Houthis' nationwide gains had not been notably rolled back, and there has been no visible progress toward peace talks.
 
Jafari called on Iran's leadership to confront the Saudis for their continued campaign in Yemen. "Now that the attacks have been launched, no considerations should be shown."
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After Failing to Preempt: Israel, Iran and Nuclear War - By Louis Rene Beres - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/37584/after-failing-to-preempt-israel-iran-and-nuclear-war-opinion/#4wsV50CO8oEcilMg.97
 
 
 
Back in January 2003, the Project Daniel Group had advised Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon on Iranian nuclearization. In its then still-confidential final report to the premier, titled Israel's Strategic Future, the Group underscored a significantly core conclusion: Allowing Iran to become a nuclear weapons state can never be construed as an acceptable option. To further support this position legally, as well as strategically, the Group  referenced a very basic or "peremptory" national right under international law. This prerogative, we had counseled, is known formally as "anticipatory self-defense."
 
Our jurisprudential message was loud and clear. International law is never a suicide pact. Under no circumstances can a state ever be expected to become complicit in its own annihilation. Indeed, following the authoritative 1996 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice, a country may even maintain a limited right to use nuclear weapons.
 
In any event, for a variety of both known and unknown reasons, the Group's early advice on preemption and self-defense was not taken. Now, it is effectively certain that Israel will have to face a fully nuclear Iran sometime in the next several years. It is also plausible that Israel's overall strategic position has been compromised by pertinent decisions of the Obama presidency, most recently, by the Pentagon's surprise publication of a 1987 document detailing once-secret elements of Israel's nuclear program. Oddly, although the Obama Administration was willing to declassify and publish the specific sections on Israel's nuclear program, it simultaneously redacted all sensitive sections on the NATO countries.
 
Looking ahead, Israel's nuclear weapons and posture will become increasingly indispensable to that mini-country's survival. Rather than risk any further compromise by its principal ally, Jerusalem will need to garner every conceivable strategic advantage merely to endure. Lacking even a respectable splinter of mass (classic Prussian military strategist, Karl von Clausewitz, had famously warned, even before nuclear weapons, "mass counts"), Israel will soon have to: (1) reassess the regional "correlation of forces;" and, correspondingly, (2) refashion its substantially complex "order of battle."
 
Mass? Israel, it should be recalled, is smaller than America's Lake Michigan.
 
In the matter of Iran, Israel's abandonment by Washington goes back many years. In 2008, a much-publicized National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) summary report stated that Tehran had already halted its nuclear weapons program in 2003. Even then, it had been a plainly speculative conclusion.
 
What was Israel to do? Not unexpectedly, Washington took no hand in assisting with any prudentially considered Israeli expressions of anticipatory self-defense. Further, following very conspicuous release of the American NIE, Russia and Iran reached an agreement on completion of the plutonium-based nuclear facility in Bushehr. Soon after, China signed a $2.3 billion energy agreement with Iran. Now, in April 2015, Russia has formally announced its intention to lift a five-year ban on the delivery of S-300 air defense missile systems to Iran.
 
For Israel, Russia's announcement likely puts the final nail in the coffin of any once-meaningful preemption option. Yet, Jerusalem must still plan purposefully to avoid any eventual use of nuclear weapons by Iran. In essence, Israel now requires a residual strategic doctrine that can somehow combine all vitally interpenetrating protective elements of deterrence, targeting, war fighting, preemption, and defense.
 
More precisely, now that diplomacy with Iran has failed - there is no reasonable argument for optimism about President Obama's P5+1 agreement, especially when the pact will freely allow newly-unfrozen Iranian assets to be used for military purchases -  - Israel's updated program for survival must quickly fashion a suitably general strategy. Among other things, this broadened Israeli doctrine, from which an array of needed operations and tactics could then be suitably drawn, will have to include a fundamental policy shift from deliberate ambiguity (the "bomb in the basement") todisclosure. This nuanced shift would need to be timed so as not to embarrass Germany, which is now providing Israel with a fifth Dolphin-class diesel submarine.
 
For Israel, a country with effectively no mass, appropriate sea-basing will become a progressively more critical expression of survivable nuclear retaliatory forces.
 
For many observers, it will be difficult to imagine nuclear weapons as anything but manifestly evil.  Yet, notwithstanding Obama's oft-stated preference for a "world free of nuclear weapons," there are circumstances where a particular state's possession of such bombs and missiles could be all that prevents catastrophic war or even genocide. In this connection, the International Court of Justice had ruled, in its Advisory Opinion on July 8, 1996, "The Court cannot conclude definitively whether the threat or use of nuclear weapons would be lawful or unlawful in an extreme circumstance of self-defense...." Where "...the very survival of a State would be at stake," said the ICJ, even the actual use of nuclear weapons could be permissible.
 
Should it ever be deprived of its presumed nuclear forces, Israel would promptly become vulnerable to massive attacks from selected enemy states, and also their terrorist surrogates.  In essence, Israel's nuclear weapons are not the problem. In the Middle East, the only real problem remains a far-reaching and wholly unreconstructed Iranian/Islamist commitment to blot out the "Zionist Entity."
 
With its nuclear weapons and a corollary nuclear strategy, Israel could deter a rational enemy's unconventional attacks, as well as most large conventional aggressions. With such weapons, Israel could also still launch non-nuclear preemptive strikes against enemy state hard targets that might threaten Israel's annihilation. Without these weapons, such potentially essential acts of anticipatory self-defense would likely represent the onset of a much wider war. This is because there would then be no compelling threat of Israeli counter-retaliation.
 
Now, before it is too late, is the time to call things by their correct name. Israel's nuclear arsenal offers a potentially indispensable impediment to the actual regional use of nuclear weapons. Joined with a fully-coherent strategic doctrine, one that would include, inter alia, more explicit codifications of counter-city ("counter-value") targeting, and also certain enhanced efforts at ballistic missile defense, these weapons could come to represent the entire Middle East's principal line of defense against Iranian nuclear aggression, and regional nuclear war.
 
Always, Israeli nuclear weapons and doctrine comprise a key part of the solution. Under no circumstances, should they be alleged to represent a part of the problem.
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Nearing Midnight: Israel in the Eye - Terry James - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
 
 
It is striking, yet not much is said about it among prophecy observers, as far as I've found. A tremendous storm is brewing in the Middle East, and lesser, troubled winds are stirring all around the planet. What I believe to be the end times hurricane is building. The one place where there seems a relative calm at the moment is within the focal nation of the world, from God's Perspective. 
 
Israel looks out upon the swirling winds that wreak their deadly havoc upon regions to their north and east while the likes of ISIS (ISIL) beheads Christians and anyone else who doesn't agree with their brand of Islam. Saudi, and others, prepare to oppose assaults from a number of enemies who want their oil riches, while the terrorist organizations build and stockpile war-making tools. 
 
Israel looks out upon Iran, while their once staunch ally, the United States, foolishly, as if under delusion, bargains away Israel's security from nuclear threat. Russia's Putin, stung by sanctions because of his aggressive behavior, glares angrily at Russia's neighbors and looks lustfully southward at the region where oil and gas fields diminish his own source of revenue to rebuild Soviet-style military might. America's president puts the Jewish state and its much, personally-disliked prime minister last on his priority list of things to do in trying to prevent conflict in the Middle East. 
 
It's as if the whole world is pretending not to notice little Israel. Mainstream news media are complicit in deliberately looking the other way while Israel looks out from its precarious position in the calm center of the brewing storm and comments on its plight, unable to have its voice heard by those who count in terms of international community movers and shakers. 
 
The words seem calmly put, but beneath the surface utterances is an ominous undertone of the phrase, "Never Again." 
 
This portentous, subliminal message was made starkly manifest with last week's Iranian Army Days Celebration. Benjamin Netanyahu framed the objections the Israeli government has to things going on in regions all around his threatened country. 
 
He protested, particularly, the Russians supplying the S-300 missiles to Iran at a time when the Iranian regime is ramping up its threats. The Israeli prime minister derided the fact that there is no reference to Iran's stepped up aggressiveness in the P5+1 major powers' dealing with Iran regarding their nuclear program. 
 
The Iranian chess masters almost remind me of the "Iron Sheik"-a professional wrestler of the 1980s who was really an Iranian who defected from the despotic regime of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. The bad guy (Iron Sheik) would protest that he had nothing nefarious in mind while he tried to get past the referee to inflict damage on his opponent with illegal tactics. 
 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, following the immensely enhanced 2015 version of Iran's military, which passed in review during the Army Day parade in Teheran Saturday, April 18, said about the massive S-300 missiles from Russia, "[They are part of our] strategy of deterrence in order to prepare for peace and security in Iran and the Middle East. ...Our method of action is defense and not offense..." 
 
The intrigues in the matter of Iran vs. Israel are, of course, not a sports entertainment soap opera. It is a deadly serious, end time's chess game, with potentially deadly serious consequences to the winners and losers. 
 
The Israeli prime minister is not under the delusion that the rest of the world's leaders seem to be. He framed his clear understanding of the situation as it exists: 
 
"Yesterday we saw the military parade in Tehran and Iran's exhibition of weapons to the world. Every year the missiles are bigger and enhanced-in accuracy, strength and deadliness; however, one thing does not change. What does not change is the inscription 'Death to Israel' on the missiles." 
 
Mr. Netanyahu's words were calm, without equivocation. He looks out upon the storm swirling about his beleaguered nation that sits in the storm's eye. But, the subliminal warning to the rest of the world-to the Iranian chess-masters must not be ignored. "Never Again." 
 
We learned this past week that Netanyahu's claim is true that Iran could be as close as, not ten years to developing uranium enrichment for a bomb, but in actuality, only two to three months away from their goal. Now, the Obama Administration is agreeing that that claim, scoffed at by media and by the administration, was exactly right. 
 
The administration apparently decided to bring the truth of the matter to light because they want, due to the critical time the world faces for Iran's nuclear breakthrough, to pressure the Senate to rubber stamp Obama's deal with the Iranians. This, in some sort of ludicrous, convoluted rationale, supposedly convinces the administration that the deal will forestall the bomb's near-time production. 
 
And Israel sits in the eye of the storm that is coming ever closer. "Never Again," is the refrain that can be heard eerily echoing within the increasing winds of war.
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
 
Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!
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Watchman Warning: World on Fire - by Hal Lindsey - http://www.hallindsey.com/ww-4-26-2015/
 
 
At a recent campaign rally, Republican presidential candidate Ted Cruz assessed U.S. foreign policy, saying "The whole world's on fire." 
 
Ted Cruz is certainly right when it comes to the recent exponential growth in nuclear weapons capability in the last five years.
 
The planet's largest arsenal of atomic weapons belongs to Russia.  On several occasions last year, Russian President Vladimir Putin pointedly reminded everyone of his country's nuclear capability.  He implied that he would be willing to use such weapons. 
 
Putin's nuclear ambitions are turning out to be bigger than anyone imagined.  One of the most shocking things to come out of the Clinton Foundation scandal has been the fact that the United States government knowingly allowed Putin to gain control of as much as 50% of U.S. uranium production. 
 
Russian ties to Iran have been gaining strength in recent days - an alliance foretold in the Bible as a last days event.  With the cozy Russia-Iran relationship, it's entirely possible that United States uranium could soon be fueling Iranian nuclear weapons. 
 
In order to sell the public and Congress on a potential new deal with Iran, the U.S. recently declassified official assessments that Iran is only three months away from having the necessary uranium to build a nuclear weapon.  But that's only half the story.  We also learned that U.S. intelligence officials came to this conclusion several years ago. 
 
If Iran's breakout time to a nuclear weapon is only three months, and it's been that way for several years, how do we know they don't already have such weapons?  Maybe that's why Iran refuses to allow the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) access to all its nuclear facilities.  Everyone knows the Iranians are hiding something. Maybe it's a big something.
 
We also know that Iran is busy developing ballistic missiles.  They already have the ability to hit Israel, and are working to develop the ability to strike the United States.  When the sanctions are dropped, they'll be able to invest vast amounts of their oil wealth in this endeavor.  They may also try to buy intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) from cash-strapped Russia.
 
Add nuclear weapons to ICBMs, and even families full of "fast runners" are in danger. 
 
For decades, China has been North Korea's main ally and chief benefactor.  But what they have learned about North Korea's nuclear program frightens even them.  The Chinese have told the United States that North Korea's nuclear weapons program is far more advanced than anyone in the west knew.  They say the Koreans already have as many as 20 nuclear warheads. 
 
That's enough to do unthinkable damage to countries in range of their delivery devices, including South Korea and Japan.  Those two nations have been hinting that they may develop their own nuclear arsenals as a deterrent.  That means an Asian nuclear arms race. But who can blame them?  North Korea's capacity to produce weapons-grade uranium is expected to double by next year.  They could have as many as 100 nukes within five years.
 
U.S. defense treaties with Japan and South Korea commit the United States to retaliate against any country that attacks them.  That could draw the United States into a nuclear war. 
 
We also know that North Korea is working hard to develop ICBMs that can directly strike the continental United States.  They may already have them.  KN-08 missiles are ICBMs launched from a mobile platform.  First displayed by the North Koreans three years ago in a military parade, they were carried on logging trucks that had been converted into massive transporter erector launchers.  Their mobility means it is almost impossible to take them out in advance of a strike. 
 
The missiles displayed in the parade were clearly not operational, but that may have changed.  Admiral William Gortney heads the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD).  In a Pentagon briefing earlier this month, he said, "Our assessment is that they have the ability to put a nuclear weapon on a KN-08, and shoot it at the homeland.  We assess that it's operational today, and so we practice to go against it." 
 
Technology trends always head in the direction of greater abundance at lower cost.  In regard to weapons technology, that means more and more countries gaining vast new levels of destructive power. 
 
Nuclear arms are just one subset of one problem facing the world.  There are many other things I could mention.  Metaphorically speaking, the world really is on fire.  And it's only going to get worse.  The Bible describes a series of dire catastrophes facing Planet Earth in the near future. 
 
"Is the world on fire?"  The answer is, "Yes."  But that's not the whole answer. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 speaks of Christians when it says, "God has not destined us for wrath."  [NASB] 
 
1 Corinthians 15:51-53 says, "Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality."  [NASB] 
 
You and your loved ones can be in that number who will be changed in the twinkling of an eye, caught up to be with the Lord, and miss the most horrible things coming to our world.  You do that by asking Jesus into your heart, letting Him cleanse you of all your sin, and give you a fresh, new start in life. 
 
But for Christians, between now and the rapture, how bad will things get?  That depends on how long before the Lord comes for His people.  Things may become extremely bad, but God will still be extremely good. 
 
The world's on fire, but it's what firemen call a controlled burn.  God remains in charge.  Despite the tenor of the times, His promises to His people remain in effect.  His loving care for you and your children will not diminish until He takes us all home in the Rapture.
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There Will Be Earthquakes: The Crust of the Earth Violently Roars to Life in Chile and Nepal - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/there-will-be-earthquakes-the-crust-of-the-earth-violently-roars-to-life-in-chile-and-nepal 
 
 
Just within the past few days, one of the most dangerous volcanoes in Chile erupted for the first time in 42 years and the nation of Nepal was hit by the worst earthquake that it has seen in 80 years.  Even though the crust of the Earth seems to be shaking more violently than ever, most of the experts continue to assure us that what we are witnessing is "normal" behavior.  But the cold, hard numbers tell a very different story.  As I pointed out in a previous article, the number of volcanic eruptions that are happening right now is greater than the 20th century's average for an entire year.  Our planet appears to be getting more unstable, and that is not good news for any of us.  In fact, it was recently reported that 150 million Americans live in areas that are prone to earthquakes.  No matter how advanced our technology becomes, the truth is that we are still very much at the mercy of the forces of nature, and what just happened in Chile and in Nepal are clear reminders of this reality.
 
When Chile's Calbuco volcano erupted a few days ago, it was the first time that it had happened in 42 years.  Scientists tell us that it was "a surprise" and that there weren't really any significant warning signs of any sort.  It is now being projected that this volcano could erupt "for months", and the ash that this giant volcano releases could have a substantial affect on climate patterns and agricultural production.
 
When Calbuco first erupted last week, it was quite a spectacular eruption.  If you can believe it, the eruption actually sent ash 11 miles into the air...
 
Ash from the Chilean volcano Calbuco, which erupted without warning this week, reached as far as southern Brazil on Saturday and prompted some airlines to cancel flights to the capitals of Chile, Argentina and Uruguay.
 
Calbuco, considered one of the most dangerous along Chile's chain of around 2,000 volcanoes, erupted twice in 24 hours on Wednesday and Thursday, sending up a spectacular 17-km-high (11-mile) cloud and coating nearby towns in a thick layer of gray ash.
 
But most of the world quickly forgot about that historic eruption because of the great tragedy that struck Nepal.  The earthquake that rocked Nepal was the worst earthquake to hit that nation in 80 years.  It was originally reported to be a magnitude 7.8 earthquake, which would be about 16 times more powerful than the horrifying 7.0 quake that destroyed so much of Haiti back in 2010.  But now authorities are telling us that it was probably a magnitude 7.9 earthquake (which is about 40 percent more powerful than a 7.8 quake).
 
It would be hard to overstate the power of this extraordinary quake.  According to CNN, a sizable portion of India actually slid underneath Nepal "in a matter of seconds"...
 
Saturday's slip took place over an area about 1,000 to 2,000 square miles over a zone spanning the cities of Kathmandu and Pokhara in one direction, and almost the entire Himalaya mountain width in the other. A part of India slid about one to 10 feet northwards and underneath Nepal in a matter of seconds.
 
It is probably going to take weeks for authorities to understand the full scope of the devastation.  We are being told that thousands are dead, but that is probably just the tip of the iceberg.  In Kathmandu, dead bodies are being laid out in the streets and covered with white sheets...
 
Scarcely covered by white sheets, the bodies of those buried alive in their homes have been laid in the street. Overrun by the escalating disaster and in fear of any deadly aftershocks which could collapse yet more buildings, hospital staff have begun treating the wounded outside.
 
You can see some photographs of the earthquake damage right here.  With each passing hour, more bodies are being pulled out of the rubble.  Sometimes, rescuers find the living right next to the dead...
 
Weeping with relief, a survivor of the Nepalese earthquake is pulled from what remains of his ruined home after spending the night buried alive.
 
Among the debris which entombed him for 24 hours is a lifeless body, one of more than 2,500 across the Himalayas in the wake of the escalating disaster.
 
The corpse is that of the man's friend - the last person he spoke to before disaster struck his home in Swyambhu in the Kathmandu Valley, Nepal. Cheek-to-cheek, they were both pulled from the rubble on Sunday, a day after the 7.8 earthquake wreaked havoc across Nepal.
 
But some of the worst damage will likely be in the remote villages.
 
As one aid worker in the region explained, sometimes earthquakes can cause rock slides that can bury entire villages...
 
"Villages like this are routinely affected by landslides, and it's not uncommon for entire villages of 200, 300, up to 1,000 people to be completely buried by rock falls," said Matt Darvas, a member of the aid group World Vision. "It will likely be helicopter access only."
 
The people of Nepal deserve our prayers and our help.  What they have been through is absolutely horrible.
 
Sadly, if the shaking of our planet continues to accelerate, this is only just the beginning of the tragedies.
 
For decades, things in the U.S. have been relatively calm.  The only major volcanic eruption was Mt. St. Helens, and major earthquakes have been few and far between.
 
But just because things have been quiet for a very long time does not mean that they will continue to be.  Scientists tell us that the west coast is overdue for a major quake, and a crippling megaquake could hit the New Madrid fault in the center of the country at any time.
 
Our way of life depends upon a stable planet, and that is what we have been blessed with most of the time over the years.
 
However, if things are now changing and volcanic eruptions and major earthquakes are going to become much more common, that changes everything.
 
So what do you think about all of this shaking that has been going on around the world?
 
And what do you think is causing it?
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Daily Jot: Human lives matter - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
 
Race is a particularly difficult subject to write about, especially when you truly believe 1 Samuel 17:7, "for the LORD sees not as man sees; for man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." It seems that there should be no races because we are all part of the human race. Simply put, the Golden Rule should apply when dealing with anyone--we should treat others as we would want to be treated. There is not much wiggle room in the word of God, yet I have walked across the threshold of a church built at Cape Coast Castle in Ghana, West Africa where parishioners could see the slaves in a dungeon below and would remark that they were in hell while the church was heaven.
 
Christianity should not be a victim of the race issue, but rather a leader in bringing the light of Christ and the love for one another into focus. But it seems the more people try to fix the racial divide, the deeper and wider it becomes. Whites, for example, cannot understand why Blacks react certain ways. Blacks cannot understand why Whites don't understand. And the circle continues. There is enough blame to go around on both sides. But until honest and respectful dialogue can occur, there is little hope that anything can be solved. We owe it to ourselves and to our Lord to treat one another with respect, integrity and honor. That is a start.
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. applied four steps to addressing racial injustice: "collection of the facts to determine whether injustices exist; negotiation; self-purification; and direct action." It seems the White House has fallen short on all of these steps when addressing or commenting on race relations. The facts in several cases were not determined before reactions were made, statements issued and blame assessed. This contributes to continued distrust and resentment. It also gives ground to outside anarchist and socialist groups who try to hijack civil rights as an excuse to protest and cause disruption. Moreover, urban legend like "hands up, don't shoot" institutionalizes, even though it was never said.
 
In short, Black lives DO matter. So do White lives. Human lives matter. When there is injustice, it impacts all of us. Divisions widen and deepen. Injustice is not corrected by turning a blind eye to vigilante revenge. Our society needs to come to grips with the mistrust, bias, and perceptions that serve as barriers to love, truth, honor and justice. We can't rely on government to force-solve these issues. It won't happen. This takes heart to heart combat--relationship building. It takes learning from the past, then putting it aside to build a better future. It might start with a simple smile, or an acknowledgement. Proverbs 31:9 says, "open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy." Sounds simple, but seeing the condition of society, it must be pretty difficult to do.
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Daily Devotion: The Greatest Stories Ever Told - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. -2 Timothy 3:16
 
Martin Luther said, "The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me."
 
The Bible is the most amazing book ever written. It is literally God's message to us. Technically speaking, the Bible is not one book, but it is actually sixty-six books, written over a 1,500-year span by forty different authors. From kings to peasants, from philosophers to fisherman, from poets to statesmen, each of them were inspired to write down its words.
 
In fact, the apostle Peter wrote, "Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet's own understanding, or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God" (2 Peter 1:20-21). And 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right." A better translation of "inspired by God" would be "breathed by God."
 
In the pages of the Scriptures, we find the greatest stories ever told. I don't mean the once-upon-a-time variety, and I don't mean fairy tales or fables or myths. These stories in the Scriptures are documented historical events. However, the Bible is not merely a historical book, although it is that. The Bible is not just history; it is His story. And you know what? It is your story, too. Because as you look at some of the Bible's stories, you will find yourself in them.
 
We read the Bible to know God, and we also read it to get a better understanding of God's plan for our lives.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Another Look at the Rapture -  By Vernon Gray - grayworxx@gmail.com
 
 
Introduction
 
Can we agree that one hundred percent sincerity in what one believes does not make it right? Simply believing something does not make it true. Hindu's, Moslems, and scores of other religions all "believe," but that does not make what they believe the truth.
 
My wife and I have studied the Scriptures seriously for several years now. For instance we have spent hundreds of hours reading, studying and discussing the Book of Revelation.
 
At the end of it all I have to say this...It has not been given to us to understand everything that is written in the Scriptures at this time. 
 
We as the Body of Christ certainly know a lot more than we did years ago, but there are so many unanswered questions. One point worth mentioning is that the Word of God is not as yielding if one studies it on a purely intellectual level. 
 
The Bible is a living entity that is "quickened" by the Holy Spirit to our spirits (Rhema) so that we can come to know Christ and our God through His Word. This is a spiritual process and not an intellectual one.
 
Likewise believing the gospel is not an intellectual process, it is a decision of the heart; it is the will.
 
2 Timothy 2:15 admonishes us, "Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."
 
Taking the time to study the Bible does not necessarily mean that the Scriptures will open up to you and reveal all that there is to know. God imparts "nuggets" to whom He will; however God "approves" of the diligent Christians who take Him and His Word seriously. 
 
Aside from God's approval, you will be able to "rightly divide" or correctly understand what the Scriptures are saying. 
 
John 2:27  tells us..."But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." 
 
This does not mean that we cannot learn from each other. But we are responsible for our own relationship with God. We are to take the time to learn whatever we can from the Bible in order to serve our God in righteousness, truth, faith and love. 
 
And by the way; we are ALL anointed. No one gets a SPECIAL anointing to be a miracle worker or to perform wonders. The least in the Kingdom of God has as much "anointing" as the highest ranking Christian.
 
Folklore Theology
 
Much of the Church today has what is called Folklore Theology. Their theology is based on traditions, myth and folklore. They uncritically and unreflectively construct a Bible View from what they have heard and not from what they have studied or researched. Very often unproved tradition plays a major role in their theology.
 
People who cling to this kind of theology tend to be most dogmatic because they cannot defend their position from the Scriptures. The elevated voice is a sure sign that they are guided by passion rather than by the truth. 
 
A simple example of Folklore Theology would be "What does Jesus look like?"
 
Anyone throughout the world if shown a picture of the Catholic "Jesus" would immediately recognize the picture as that of Jesus. But the real Jesus does not look like the Catholic Jesus. 
 
The picture is embedded in our traditions and lore which almost anyone can recognize.
 
To have an uncritical acceptance of mans teaching is dangerous to spiritual growth.
 
Personally I come from a Pentecostal background (for which I am grateful), but now years later I realize that even in "Biblically solid" institutions there can be false theology. 
 
When you invest so much time and energy into something that is in fact false, you are not willing to let it go. You become unwilling to reason and you would rather accept the comfort of the lie than embrace the harsh truth. The truth will set you free, but first it will make you miserable.
 
The time has come when they do not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; wanting to soothe their consciences with sweet comforting words. They have turned their ears from the truth, and believe the fables of ministers who appear to be ministers of righteousness. This is the age of apostasy.
 
And so I would say to you the reader... "Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things." (2 Timothy 2:7)
 
Rapture - The common view
 
For the sake of time we will deal with the Pre-Tribulation Rapture only. 
 
This as we understand it is an event that will take place before the Tribulation which will plunge the world into terrible chaos and God's judgement will fall upon a wicked unbelieving and unrepentant world. 
 
At some point in time we will hear a trumpet sounding and in the twinkling of an eye we will be "caught up" in the air to Christ. 
 
The dead in Christ will be raised first and then we which are alive will join them in the air to be with our Saviour forever.
 
There are variations of this view such as Mid-Trib, Pre-Wrath etc., but the Pre-Trib Rapture is what we will be discussing here.
 
When will it be?
 
The timing of the Rapture has been the subject of many a book and numerous debates.
 
The Rapture, unlike the Second Coming is signless. Predicting the Rapture has inspired many a fertile mind with speculation and assumption. Date setting and wild supposition has done much harm within the Church because honest sincere people have believed (perhaps wanted to believe) that the Rapture would happen on a certain day. When nothing happened as set out by the "scholar," they are disappointed and hurt because "God" did not show up as expected.
 
This attitude is immature and dangerous because God did not tell you that the Rapture would happen at such and such a time - the deceived "scholar" told you and you believed him or her. God had nothing to do with your own self-inflicted stupidity.
 
God has given you His word. Weigh everything and test everything against what God said, NOT what some deceived date setter has told you.
 
Rapture or Second Coming?
 
The biggest pitfall today when applying Bible verses to the Rapture Event is the misapplication of Scripture. There are verses in the Bible that refer to the Rapture of the Church AND there are verses that refer to the Second Coming of Christ. Often these verses are confused. One cannot muddle these two distinct events by applying the wrong Scripture to the wrong event.
 
Let us look at the verses and passages that are usually quoted as referring to the Rapture and those which refer to the Second Coming and compare them to what the Bible says.
 
Wise and foolish virgins
 
A good example of this would be the parable of the 10 virgins.
 
Many believe that five wise and five foolish virgins are the Church waiting for the groom (Jesus) who came at midnight. They incorrectly apply this parable to the Rapture of the Church. The fact is that these virgins are Tribulation Saints. They are not part of the Church which is no longer on the earth. 
 
After the Rapture of the Bride of Christ many half-baked Christians will suddenly realize that they have missed it. Many will have been witnessed to and encouraged by friends and family. But they had rejected or ignored the warning signs all around them. Now they realize that everything these Christians were telling them was in fact true. Many will get saved because of the Rapture, but their salvation will cost them dearly. 
 
(Perhaps this is the "Great Revival" expected by the Charismatic Movement. The great revival they speak of is not found in the Bible.) 
 
As of right now salvation is a free gift from God. 
 
To accept it is to have God living within you FOREVER. 
 
After the Rapture, "Church Age" salvation will come to an end and salvation will revert to the Old Testament style of salvation where you are not filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Righteousness for the Christian right now is imputed to by Christ to all who believe in His death and resurrection. From the Tribulation onwards righteousness will have to be earned which is why the five foolish virgins had to "buy" oil. They did not have the infilling of the Holy Spirit as do Christians. They had to keep their garment clean by works. This is not so for the Christians today.
 
The hour or the day
 
People love to quote Mathew 24: 36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only."
 
The same idea is found in...
 
Matthew24: 42 "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming." 
Mathew 24: 44 "Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect." 
Matthew25: 13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming."
 
Are any of these verses speaking of the Rapture? The answer is NO!
 
This verse is speaking of the Second Coming. How do we know? 
 
Firstly the context of the entire passage is the return of Christ at the Second Coming.
 
Secondly if this were about the Rapture, how can we balance it with 1Thessalonians 5:1 - 4   "But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 
 
2)  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. (Speaking of the Second Coming)
3) For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labour pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. (Speaking of the Second Coming)
4) But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief." (Which day?)
 
Ok, you might say, so if we are not in darkness when is the Rapture because I don't know and the Bible says that I am not in darkness about it?
 
This is a fair question. 
 
We know from study that we are without question in the last days. Even the atheist agree that the world is at a crossroad of sorts. We know for a certainty that 2000 years have passed since the Cross, Resurrection and Ascension.
 
 Jesus is soon coming to rule as He promised. THIS IS FACT.
 
We certainly do not know the day of the Rapture, this is true. But if we are to believe what this verse says, we will be given notice of it beforehand. This verse suggests that like Noah and Lot we will be given notice that the Rapture Event is imminent.
 
 What is the premise for such a statement? 
 
Noah, a type of the Church was given notice before the rains came down. 
 
*          Enoch, a type of the Church knew that he was to be Raptured.
*          Noah and his family (a type of the Church) was given seven days notice.
*          Lot was given notice before Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed. 
*          Although not a type of the Church, Elijah was also given notice of his imminent Rapture.
 
I have not found anywhere in the Bible that we will be given notice or warning of the Rapture.
 
However, if the patterns are the same and if the types given to us in the Word of God are to clue, there is no reason that we might be given some form of notice before the actual rapture Event. It would not be "unscriptural" to consider the possibility that God will do the same now as He did in the past.
 
Where is the promise of His coming?
 
2 Peter 3: 4 "...and saying, 'Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.'"
 
Never before has this verse been as fulfilled as it is today. Waiting for Christ to return means getting your life right before God. 
 
It means walking in righteousness and faith. 
 
It means walking in the Spirit and not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh. 
 
It means restraint and obedience to the Word of God. 
 
During the Tribulation there will be no restraint. Men will do as they please. 
 
They will not even believe that there is a Christ. In fact, if they do, they will probably believe that the "Man of Sin" is the Christ. 
 
"Where is the promise of His coming" applies to the Laodicean Church who is bloated with excess' and false doctrine to the point that they do not want there to be a Rapture event. 
 
A Rapture event would expose them and their lies; people who have supported them will probably turn on these false teachers when they realize that these old fashion Believers were right all along.
 
When you are comfortable in your existence and have need of nothing, a rapture event would ruin everything. Many anti Rapture teachers who scoff at the Rapture do not want it to be true. 2 Peter 3: 3 "...knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts," 
 
2 Timothy 4: 3, 4 is another rather sobering passage which describes the present Laodicean Church perfectly... "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
 
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." 
 
Two men in a field - one taken the other left
 
Luke 17: 34 - 36 "I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left. Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left. Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left." 
 
Again here this passage is used a Rapture passage but this passage is speaking of the Second Coming.
 
The word "taken" in this verse is NOT the word harpazo which describes the Rapture.
 
Here the Greek word is paralambano. It is used which means "to take into close association, 'take (to oneself), take with/along,' " not always in a positive sense. 
 
The word "left," Greek aphiemi, on the other hand, means "leave, depart from ... abandon."
 
Taken where? Left to what purpose? The context in Luke is pretty vague. 
 
When we look at the parallel in Matthew 24 we get a hint of what Jesus might have meant.
 
"But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
 
For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
 
Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
 
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come..." 
 
(Matthew 24:37 - 42)
 
In Matthew, Jesus has just talked about Noah entering the ark. We know that he took his family and a pair of every animal with him. Those who are taken along with him are saved from the catastrophe, but those who are left are destroyed by the impending judgment.
 
"And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other." (Matthew 24:31)
 
"And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens." (Mark 13:27)
 
"Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed -- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed." (1 Corinthians 15:51-52)
 
"After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever." 
(1 Thessalonians 4:17)
 
"Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers...." (2 Thessalonians 2:1)
 
The Gates of Hell
 
Jesus said in Matthew 16: 18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it."
 
When Jesus said that the gates of Hades shall not prevail against the Church, it sounds like the Church is in a weak position with the gates of Hades getting an upper hand. If we read it correctly, it is the exact opposite that takes place. The Church is pounding the gates of Hades and it cannot stand against such a powerful force.
 
Now we read in Revelation13:7..."It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation." 
 
So which is it? Do the saints overcome or are they overcome?
 
Both are correct. The problem is in understanding the word "saints." The Church is made up of "saints." But there are others apart from the Church who are also called saints. 
 
For example there are Old Testament saints and then there are Tribulation saints. 
 
These saints spoken of here in Revelation 13: 7 are the Tribulation saints. They are NOT part of the Church which has been removed from the earth in the Rapture Event.
 
Old Testament verses relating to the Rapture
 
In particular I would like us to look at Isaiah 26:19 - 21 "But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.  You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy.  Your dew is like the dew of the morning; the earth will give birth to her dead.  
 
20) Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by.  
21) See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins.  The earth will disclose the bloodshed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer."
 
The flood had already passed and the next judgment in which God pours down His wrath on man concerning the whole earth is in the last days.  
 
I believe Isaiah 26:19-21 fits right in line with the Pre - Tribulation Rapture theory.
 
There is a crown for those who love His appearing.  Why?  Because if you love the idea of Jesus coming back right now, you are probably trying to live for Him and are excited to see His return.  
 
Zepheniah 2:3 "Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth, Who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of the LORD's anger." 
 
Isaiah 24 is talking about the Tribulation.
 
Verse 21 speaks of binding Satan and his hordes.
 
Verse 23 speaks of the moon being confounded and the sun ashamed.
 
Often the chapter and verse divisions in the Bible can obstruct the train of thought being conveyed by the Holy Spirit. If we ignore the chapter divisions, we carry on into Isaiah 25 with the same thought and context. The first five verses of Isaiah 25 are a song.
 
They are a celebration of the final over throw of Babylon that will never be rebuilt.
 
Isaiah 25: 8 says "He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it." 
 
Paul quotes this passage from Isaiah in 1 Corinthians 15: 52 - 54 "...in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53)  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
54) So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 'Death is swallowed up in victory.'" 
 
 Also we read in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
 
"For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first." 
 
Let's move onto verse 20 of Isaiah 26.  It speaks about enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you.  This could mean the Jewish people he is talking to could be hiding, possibly sealed, when the Lord displays His wrath.  However, a verse that also comes to mind is this one.
 
John 14:2, 3 "In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am."
 
Does this indicate that we will go to be in our rooms, or mansions, as the KJV states?  
 
Then after the wrath, we come down with God at the end of the Tribulation?  
 
At the rapture you receive your resurrected body, so one could enjoy his new heavenly dwelling with a new body.
 
It makes no sense if God raises the dead for a new glorious life in which they are rejoicing, and then have to shield or protect them during His wrath.
 
Zepheniah 2: 3 "Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD'S anger." 
 
Psalm 27: 5 "For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock." 
 
Hosea 6: 2 "After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight."
 
The above scripture needs a little explanation. A day is as a thousand years to God. 
 
2 Peter 3:8 "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."
 
After the Jews rejected their Messiah 2000 years ago, God has put them aside while (they are temporary blinded) He deals directly with the Church. 
 
(The Church and Israel are mutually exclusive.) 
 
"After two days (2000 years) will He revive us: in the third day (the 1000 years of the millennium) He will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight."
 
Isaiah 57:1 "The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come." 
 
Zepheniah 2:3 "Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD'S anger."
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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