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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Riot engulfs Rabin Square in Tel Aviv as anti-police brutality protest spins out of control 
Protesters against racism towards Ethiopians blocking major Tel Aviv junction 
Netanyahu calls for calm after Tel Aviv anti-racism protest turns violent 
46 wounded in clashes at Ethiopian Israelis' protest
Why are Ethiopian Israelis so angry? The voices behind the protests
Samaritans hold annual Passover sacrifice ceremony on Mt. Gerizim
Merkel says Germans can never forget death camp horrors
Merkel in anti-Semitism warning as marks Nazi camp's liberation
The 'Two-State Solution' Deception
Home Front Command releases updated rocket alert map 
Report: Netanyahu rejected Kerry visit after election win
Kerry tries to calm Israel - "We will have inspectors in there every single day," he says of the Iran deal
Kerry: I don't believe Israel would hit Iran without consulting us first
Saudi-led coalition probably used cluster bombs in Yemen 
Saudi Arabia says it has not begun a ground operation in Yemen's Aden 
Egypt's Sisi visits Saudi to congratulate crown prince 
Boko Haram releases 275 kidnapped women and children 
With rescue near, Boko Haram stoned Nigerian girls to death
Nigerian troops kill dozens of civilians
6,000 migrants rescued at sea as crisis intensifies
Syrian army advances in eastern Damascus
Assad hanging on, suspicion surrounds report he told Alawites to flee capital 
Islamic State accused of Yazidi massacre as Baghdad bombs kill 19
Deadly attacks hit Iraqi capital, north-west as campaign to defeat IS continues
Egypt: 40 People to Stand Trial for Belonging to ISIS
'That's my son' - Israeli Arab who joined ISIS posts shocking photo from Syria 
Nearly 60% of Millennials 'Disapprove of Obama,' Want US Troops Sent Back to Iraq to Fight ISIS, New Poll Says
Flight from Kuwait diverted after explosion threat 
Taliban, Afghan figures talk ceasefire but fail to agree
Two suspects killed, officer injured after shooting outside Muhammad cartoon contest in Texas
Kim Jong Un to not attend Russian ceremonies marking World War II's end 
Upswing in fighting in Ukraine sends civilians fleeing and puts truce in doubt 
As Baltimore mayor lifts curfew, National Guard begins pullout
Sessions: Trade deal opens immigration floodgates, OK's future Obama changes
Big Brother or vital protection? French MPs set to OK spy bill
Robots replacing human workers at faster pace - Even Small Businesses Are Jumping on the Robot Bandwagon
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Wanaka, New Zealand
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
A 4.2-magnitude Michigan earthquake: How did that happen?
Magnitude-3.9 Quake Shakes Buildings Across Los Angeles
3.2 magnitude quake rattles North Texas
Death toll from Nepal quake tops 7,000
Police: 101-year-old man rescued a week after Nepal quake
Nepal customs holding up earthquake relief efforts, says United Nations
Klyuchevskoy volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 25,000ft
Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 16,000ft
Typhoon to Develop in Western Pacific
Chernobyl wildfire extinguished: Ukraine
Dead Zones Recorded in Atlantic Ocean for First Time
Man spreads Ebola via sex 5 months after infection
Mystery 'post-Ebola syndrome' emerges in West Africa
WHO: Global Threat From Antibiotic Resistance Growing 
New technology at Wash U maps human genome in days; large-scale studies now possible
DNA editing takes a serious step forward -- for better or worse 
How Silicon Valley's billionaires are trying to defy death
All-female Smith College to accept transgender applicants 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. The growing threat from Israel's northern border
1. Assad loses battles as US, Israel, Turkey, Jordan, Qatar and UAE arm Al Qaeda's Syrian branches
1. Focus on North Korea to stop Iran
1. Nearing Midnight: Storing Up Wrath
1. Dobson: 'Fall of Western civilization' at hand
1. Free speech turns deadly in Texas
1. Daily Devotion: Where Are You?
1. Featured Article: This Generation  
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The growing threat from Israel's northern border - Brian Schrauger - http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/The-growing-threat-from-Israels-northern-border-400880
 
 
Last week, two "projectiles" landed in the Golan Heights. Alarms went off and nerves were rattled, but in the end officials called them "errant mortars."
 
Errant or not, mortars or not, the reality behind headline news is that Israel is bracing for conflict. Skirmishes and sorties at the border and across it too, into Syria, hint at a growing tension that many here believe could quickly turn into war.
 
Hezbollah, literally "the party of Allah," is currently estimated have 130,000 missiles in its arsenal, maybe more. Most of these are not mortars. Israeli military experts have issued warnings that these missiles, manufactured with Iranian technology, are sophisticated, long-range and deadly. It is estimated that when the next conflict starts, Hezbollah will launch as many as 1,500 missiles into Israel every day. Many of these missiles, these same experts warn, will be able to reach targets anywhere in the Jewish state.
 
This conflict, when it comes, will not be so easily contained as last year's war with Hamas in Gaza. Fewer missiles will be intercepted and casualties will be greater.
 
All of Israel's citizens will be in range, all will have to seek shelter when sirens sound. All cars will stop, all businesses will be interrupted. There will be no place in the country to which beleaguered civilians can escape from Hezbollah's assault. And all the more so if, from Gaza, missiles once again are launched throughout Israel's south.
 
Iran's not-so-hidden hand inside the "glove" called Hezbollah was exposed on Facebook two days ago. The Tower, a news division of The Israel Project, reported that "an analyst with close ties to the Iranian defense ministry...posted that Iranian, Syrian, and Hezbollah officials will meet shortly to discuss their combined response to recent attacks in Syria that have been attributed to Israel."
 
The analyst, Amir Mousavi, is "director of the Center for Strategic and International Relations in Tehran and a former advisor to the Iranian Ministry of Defense."
 
Last week, several Hezbollah weapons depots in Syria were destroyed. Their destruction has been attributed to unconfirmed Israeli operations.
 
Mousavi called the operations "the beginning of the straw that broke the camel's back."
 
Attributing Israel's alleged activity to support of "its stepdaughters, [anti-Assad] terrorist groups in Syria," Mousavi pledged that "leadership in Iran will not remain silent."
 
What might Iran do? According to Mousavi, Tehran may step out from behind its Hezbollah curtain and openly place its own troops, the Islamic Resistance Brigades, throughout southern Syria.
 
Assad's government, for its part, said Mousavi, would transfer its forces to northern Syria. Once divided, Assad to the north and Iranian troops to the south, Mousavi said that Tehran's troops would "deter the Zionist enemy" from further depot destruction and do so with "major surprises" that "this criminal entity" cannot anticipate.
 
Conventional wisdom among analysts in Israel is that the only reason Hezbollah has not yet attacked is because Iran has not authorized it. Hezbollah, acting for Iran, has been fighting groups that desire to overthrow Syria's President Bashar Assad. One of those groups is Islamic State (IS). Iran, it is thought, does not want Hezbollah fighting on two fronts. It also has not wanted to hurt chances of successful negotiations to lift international sanctions. Hence it has held off an assault against Israel.
 
Iran's apparent willingness to place its own troops in southern Syria may indicate a change in Tehran's Hezbollah policy. If Hezbollah is released from involvement in Syria, it will be free to focus all of its destructive ambitions - and firepower - on Israel. And it will be empowered to do so by Iranian troops at its side, just across Lebanon's border in southern Syria.
 
Mousavi's scenario may also signal Iran's laissez faire attitude toward negotiations regarding its nuclear program. Already able to produce a nuclear weapon in as little as one month, Iran's primary goal for negotiations has been removal of international economic sanctions.
 
In recent weeks, those sanctions have begun to crumble without a negotiated agreement.
 
Russia has agreed to sell a sophisticated missile system to Iran, China has quietly restarted business, and Europe too is ready to once again allow trade.
 
In short, Iran may believe it has achieved everything it wants without US President Barack Obama and his fellow P5+1 international negotiators.
 
If both of these things are so, war from Israel's north may come sooner than later. Much sooner.
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Assad loses battles as US, Israel, Turkey, Jordan, Qatar and UAE arm Al Qaeda's Syrian branches - http://www.debka.com/article/24578/Assad-loses-battles-as-US-Israel-Turkey-Jordan-Qatar-and-UAE-arm-Al-Qaeda's-Syrian-branches
 
 
For the first time in the nearly five-year Syrian war, opposition forces, such as the Army of Conquest and the Free Syrian Army, are receiving substantial quantities of heavy weapons from  the United States, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Turkey, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, debkafile's military sources report. The balance of strength in the Syrian war has accordingly shifted in favor of rebel forces which are winning victories against Bashar Assad's army. In the last two weeks, the rebels have captured Jisr al-Shughour, in the northern Idlib province, able to move into new positions directly opposite Assad's Alawite stronghold of Latakia and the Homs plain. Rebels have also gained ground in southern Syria in the Quneitra region opposite the Israeli Golan.
 
 Our intelligence sources report that the opposition is now armed as never before with such heavy weapons as T-55, T-62, and T-72 tanks, BMP infantry fighting vehicles, rocket launchers, mortars, and vehicle-mounted heavy antiaircraft machine guns (12.7, 14.5, and 23 mm). They now command at least four types of antitank weapons, including RPG-7s, RPG-22s, M79s, and an extra-large supply of thousands of TOW missiles. All the hardware has come with night-vision attachments.
 
Had the Syrian opposition forces been equipped on this scale at an earlier stage, the Syrian conflict might have ended some time ago with Assad's defeat and the saving of some quarter-of-a-million lives.
 
Each of the powers putting out now has reasons of its own for doing so.
 
 The United States for instance, is determined to prevent the Syrian ruler and his allies, the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, Hezbollah and Afghan and Pakistani Shiite militias, from winning the war.
 
Israel needs to distance the Iranian Guards and Hezbollah from its borders with Syria.
 
Saudi Arabia seeks Assad's overthrow.
 
However, on the way to these objectives, the rebels' champions have come up against a disturbing by-product of their support: The lion's share of the weaponry lavished on the opposition is being funneled to rebel groups associated or identified with Al Qaeda.
debkafile lists those recipients:
 
1. The Al Nusra Front, Al Qaeda's Syrian wing, is the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant's main rival for Syrian domination. Nusra is the strongest and most professional of all the opposition militias fighting the Assad regime. Having laid hands on a profusion of advanced weapons, Nusra has established a training facility in the Qalamoun Mts. athwart the Syrian and Lebanese border, to perfect its fighters' skills in their use, especially the TOW anti-tank missiles.
 
2. Ahrar al-Sham, whose main champion is Qatar, is more radical than Nusra and maintains limited operational ties with ISIS.
 
3. The Coastal Division, whose area of operation is Latakia, is formally a branch of the Free Syrian Army, but in practice takes its orders from the Nusra Front.
 
 4. The Sukur Al Ahab Brigades, which operates mainly in the Qalamoun mountains, is likewise subservient to Nusra.
 
 5.  The Southern Front coalition, which is present in southern Syria near the Israeli border, is also under Nusra command. This group of assorted militias led the battle last month for Quneitra against the Jaish al-Jihad (the Army of Jihad) which pledged allegiance to ISIS.
 
It is not lost on any of the foreign governments arming the Syrian opposition that they are in fact boosting radical Islamist organizations, some of which are close to al Qaeda. But it is not openly admitted. US officials prefer to depict the recipients of those weapons as "moderate" rebels. Israel sources admit that their military assistance reaches the hands of Al Nusra, but claims it is a local group, which operates independently of Al Qaeda.
 
 It is hard to see much good coming out of the Syrian policy pursued these days by the US, Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, the Gulf emirates and Turkey: If the opposition militias they are arming are victorious, either Al Qaeda-associates will end up swallowing broad regions of Syria; or else they will overthrow the Assad regime, and rule in its stead in Damascus. Syria would then be the first Arab country to fall into Al Qaeda's hands.
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Focus on North Korea to stop Iran - By John Bolton - http://nypost.com/2015/04/30/focus-on-north-korea-to-stop-iran/
 
 
Recent Chinese estimates of North Korea's nuclear-weapons capabilities should have shattered our complacency about Pyongyang's proliferation threat.
 
Moreover, given the ongoing negotiations over Iran's nuclear program, Tehran's longstanding, close working relationship with Pyongyang should also have rung alarm bells around the world.
 
Instead, the revelation that the North might already possess 20 nuclear warheads, and could double that in 2016, quickly sank from view.
 
While both the media and US intelligence agencies face enormous obstacles in covering North Korea, China's estimates of Pyongyang's nuclear infrastructure, especially its uranium-enrichment capacity, nonetheless compel our attention.
 
Beijing's judgment may be imperfect, but its enormous presence and influence in the North make it far likelier to be accurate than US, Japanese or South Korean estimates.
 
North Korea's sizeable nuclear arsenal imperils East Asia - particularly, Tokyo and Seoul - but also the United States. Its ballistic-missile program is rapidly nearing the capability of reaching our West Coast.
 
And the North's deep poverty gives it every incentive to sell virtually any weapons or technology to anyone with hard currency, including terrorists or other rogue states.
 
Besides being one of the planet's poorest, most isolated, most repressed countries, the North has been under comprehensive American sanctions since the Korean War and extensive UN sanctions since 2006, when it resumed ballistic-missile launches and first tested a nuclear device.
 
None of this prevented Pyongyang from progressing to the threatening levels China now assesses.
 
This alone should warn us that the less-comprehensive, less well-enforced sanctions against Iran could never compel it to renounce its 30-year quest for deliverable nuclear weapons. If North Korea, perennially on the brink of starvation, can become a nuclear power, Iran can easily match its fellow rogue state.
 
China's new estimates should thereby compel a critical re-evaluation of the talks among Iran and the Security Council's permanent members (and Germany).
 
A deal blocking Iran from proceeding quickly to nuclear weapons, whatever its specific terms, rests on two critical assumptions:
 
First, the United States and others must have essentially full knowledge about the current status of Iran's nuclear and ballistic-missile programs.
 
Without such a "baseline" assessment, we cannot possibly judge the likely efficacy of a counter-proliferation agreement. If you don't know where you start, you can hardly judge the sufficiency of the measures agreed to.
 
Second, following the baseline assessment, Iran must either be fully transparent about its nuclear and missile programs, or a combination of international inspectors and our intelligence agencies must be able to provide the facts necessary to detect and respond to Iranian violations.
 
Neither of these fundamental preconditions exists in the April 2 "framework." This defect alone should be central to the debate if a "final" deal is ever reached.
 
China's new estimates underscore another key deficiency in the "framework" with Iran: It fails to consider Iran's facilitators beyond its borders.
 
Dealings with other rogue states (or private efforts like A.Q. Khan's former bazaar of uranium-enrichment technology and weapons designs) increase the difficulty of monitoring and stopping Tehran from becoming a nuclear state.
 
Tehran and Pyongyang have cooperated on ballistic missiles since at least 1998, when a missile launched from North Korea landed in the Pacific east of Japan.
 
The outraged Japanese public reaction in effect forced North Korea to declare a moratorium on launch testing.
 
Pyongyang turned then (if not before) to Tehran to cooperate on missile development, not surprisingly since both countries relied on the same Soviet-era Scud missile technology. Cooperation continued even after the North resumed launch testing in 2006.
 
The Syrian nuclear reactor destroyed by Israel in 2007 was a clone of North Korea's Yongbyon reactor and was being constructed under its supervision.
 
Given Syria's limited economy, Iran may well have largely financed the project, for obvious reasons: What better place for Pyongyang and Tehran to hide illicit nuclear activities than outside their own territories?
 
Subsequently, numerous reports have emerged of Iranian and North Korean scientists exchanging visits and potentially valuable information.
 
What if Pyongyang is already hosting an extensive Iranian-enrichment program, deeply buried somewhere in its half of the peninsula? What if some of the estimated 20 warheads are actually Iran's property, having been manufactured and now stored far from Tehran to avoid detection?
 
East Asian experts have long looked through a stovepipe at North Korea, and Middle East experts gaze through their own stovepipe at Iran.
 
Broader proliferation concerns should have caused wider inquiries earlier, but China's ominous new estimates now require it. No Iran deal is acceptable until the North Korean connection is fully exposed and understood.
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
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Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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Nearing Midnight: Storing Up Wrath - Todd Strandberg - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
 
The Bible is very plain about the judgment that all lost souls face in the afterlife. The wicked also face the possibility of suffering God's vengeance in the material world. There are times when God decides He has enough of someone's misdeeds, and He decides to take action. 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar was cursed by the Lord because he boasted about his achievements. The Bible records in Daniel 4:30 that the king spoke with great pride saying: 
 
"Is not this great Babylon that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?" (As soon as the words left his mouth, he became insane and lived like an animal for seven years.) 
 
Herod Antipas, the Roman-appointed ruler of Galilee, was also judged by God for pride. In the Good News Bible, Acts 12:21-23 states: 
 
"On a chosen day Herod put on his royal robes, sat on this throne, and made a speech to the people. 'It isn't a man speaking, but a god!" they shouted. At once the angel of the Lord struck Herod down, because he did not give honor to God. He was eaten by worms and died." 
 
The music world has had many singers who reached demigod status. A very high percentage of them have suffered early deaths. A study by Sydney University found that Pop and Rock stars die up to 25 years younger than the average person. People with lofty titles like: 
 
"The King of Rock & Roll" (Elvis Presley), "The King of Pop" (Michael Jackson), "The Queen of Psychedelic Soul" (Janis Joplin), and "The Voice" (Whitney Houston) have all come to an untimely and tragic end. 
 
There are many reasons why I think that Barack Obama should be suffering from God's natural judgment. History is one indicator. Of the nineteen U.S. presidents who have been elected to a second term, only seven avoided a troubled or failed second term. Because pride and arrogance naturally build up with every administration, it's easy to see why the last six presidents with two terms have suffered from this curse: 
 
George W Bush: The housing bubble burst on his watch. The financial crisis was caused by loose economic policy that resulted from people being approved for loans that they were unqualified to pay back. The meltdown in 2008 almost destroyed the economy. The Bush administration added $4 trillion to the nation debt. 
 
Bill Clinton: Special investigator Kenneth Starr uncovered Bill Clinton's affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky. Clinton denied the allegations in a televised appearance on January 26, 1998, but was later forced to recant. The Republican-controlled House impeached him but he was saved by all of the Democrats in the Senate voting for an acquittal. 
 
Ronald Reagan: The Iran-Contra affair was a major distraction during Reagan's second term. The administration sold weapons to Iran to gain the freedom of hostages held in Lebanon, illegally diverting the profits to the Contras, a rebel force fighting the Sandinista government in Nicaragua. Lt. Col. Oliver North and retired naval officer John Poindexter were both convicted of obstructing Congress. Reagan's knowledge of the arms deals remains a mystery. 
 
Richard Nixon: Five members of Nixon's Committee to Re-elect the President (CREEP) were arrested for breaking into the offices of the Democratic National Committee in the Watergate complex. Nixon became implicated in the break-in by ordering a cover-up. He became the first president to resign when it became clear he faced impeachment. 
 
Lyndon Johnson: The Vietnam War conflict started during the Kennedy administration. Johnson presided over a major escalation of fighting, sending an additional 35,000 troops to Vietnam each month. After the North Vietnamese launched their deadly Tet offensive, confidence in the campaign quickly collapsed. Johnson chose not to run again after being confronted with protestors who would often chant the line, "Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids have you killed today?" 
 
Dwight Eisenhower: During the height of the Cold War, a U-2 spy plane operated by the CIA was shot down by the Soviet military. Eisenhower denied the plane was in Soviet airspace, but Kremlin leader Nikita Khrushchev proved Eisenhower to be a liar by parading pilot Francis Gary Powers before the media. Khrushchev compounded Eisenhower's embarrassment by walking out of the U.S.-Soviet peace talks. His chief of staff became embroiled in a bribery scandal before being forced to resign. 
 
Over recent years, I've noticed that the judgment of sin has largely dried up. King Herod was struck down for allowing people to compare himself to God. Today, we have people who claim to be God. 
 
Kayne West-the obnoxious rapper-is one of the worst of these offenders. He has repeatedly portrayed himself as some type of deity. In 2013, West released the song titled "I Am a God," and he has given himself the title Yeezus. He has performed blasphemous acts on stage with a mock Jesus. West sees the fake Jesus and comments: 
 
"White Jesus, is that you?" After West spews out a load profanity, the mock Jesus ignores this offense, instead telling the audience to see the light in Kanye -- as if West is some kind of saviour. 
 
If these deeds aren't bad enough, Kanye West now has his own version of the Holy Scriptures for sale. His version has the name for God replaced by his own: "In the beginning Kanye created the heaven and the earth... And Kanye said, "Let there be light: and there was light." 
 
The only explanation I can think of for why calamity has not struck Kanye West, Barack Obama, and dozens of people of their caliber is because God is storing up wrath for the Tribulation hour. Sin has become so pervasive. God has given up on the judgment of individuals. We are in the calm of a storm that will judge all of humanity. For Rapture Ready believers, this is another indication that we are living in the last of the last-days. 
 
"But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Romans 2:6-10).
  

 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Dobson: 'Fall of Western civilization' at hand - Bob Unruh -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/05/dobson-fall-of-western-civilization-at-hand/ 
 
 
'Barring a miracle, the family will likely crumble'
 
Dr. James Dobson, who founded the highly influential groups Focus on the Family and Family Research Council and now runs Family Talk Radio, is warning that if the U.S. Supreme Court redefines marriage as analysts predict, the ruling will presage the "fall of Western civilization."
 
"I do not recall a time when the institutions of marriage and the family have faced such peril, or when the forces arrayed against them were more formidable or determined," he writes in a letter distributed to his hundreds of thousands of supporters.
 
"Barring a miracle, the family that has existed since antiquity will likely crumble, presaging the fall of Western civilization itself. This is a time for concerted prayer, divine wisdom and greater courage than we have ever been called upon to exercise," he writes.
 
The author of staples to families around the world such as "Bringing Up Girls," "Bringing Up Boys" and "When God Doesn't Make Sense," frequently has tangled with the Obama administration.
 
At one point he described President Obama as the "abortion president" and warned America is heading toward "depravity."
 
He also, amid his lawsuit against the administration over Obamacare's abortion requirements, told the president he would refuse to obey any law that required him to participate in the killing of an unborn child.
 
"I believe in the rule of law, and it has been my practice since I was in college to respect and honor those in authority over us. It is my desire to do so now. However, this assault on the sanctity of human life takes me where I cannot go," he wrote in an open letter to the president.
 
"I WILL NOT pay the surcharge for abortion services. The amount of the surcharge is irrelevant," he said. "To pay one cent for the killing of babies is egregious to me, and I will do all I can to correct a government that lies to me about its intentions and then tries to coerce my acquiescence with extortion. It would be a violation of my most deeply held convictions to disobey what I consider to be the principles in Scripture. The Creator will not hold us guiltless if we turn a deaf ear to the cries of His innocent babies. So come and get me if you must, Mr. President. I will not bow before your wicked regulation."
 
WND also reported that when Dobson spoke to the National Day of Prayer in Washington, hundreds stood and cheered his condemnation of the abortion-funding plan, now defeated multiple times in U.S. courts.
 
'Hurtling' toward Gomorrah
 
His newest comments were written for distribution to constituents of the organization he founded after leaving Focus on the Family in 2003, Family Talk, which features the daily radio show "Family Talk with Dr. James Dobson."
 
"We ... are not simply 'slouching toward Gomorrah,' as Judge Robert Bork warned in his best-selling book; we are hurtling toward it," he writes. "The old earthen dam that has held and protected the reservoir of Judeo-Christian values since the days of our Founding Fathers has given way."
 
If the Supreme Court redefines marriage, he says, "an avalanche of court cases will be filed on related issues that can't even be imagined today."
 
Religious liberty "will be assaulted from every side."
 
"You can be certain that conservative churches will be dragged into court by the hundreds," Dobson writes. "Their leaders will be required to hire people who don't share the beliefs of their denominations and constituents. Pastors may have to officiate at same-sex marriages, and they could be prohibited from preaching certain passage of Scripture. ... Prison is also a possibility."
 
He says Christian businesses and ministries, as already has happened to florists and bakers, will be forced to serve at same-sex ceremonies, and Christian colleges "may be unable to teach scriptural views of marriage."
 
WND has compiled a "Big List of Christian Coercion" with dozens of cases in which Christians have been fined, threatened or penalized for recognizing the biblical definition of marriage.
 
Many organizations and companies endorsing traditional and biblical marriages will simply be shut down.
 
Forcing doctrinal change
 
"Consider an editorial published in the New York Times a few weeks ago," Dobson writes. "It was written by liberal columnist, Frank Bruni, who insisted that Christians must be 'made' to change their church doctrines on sexual morality. He actually wrote, 'Church leaders must be made to take homosexuality off their sin list.'"
 
A petition has been created in support of ordinances that allow Christian business owners to live by their faith.
 
A foreshadowing can be seen in Obama's recent demand for laws that prevent parents from seeking professional therapy if their children are dealing with a sexual identity crisis. Already law in a couple of states, Obama's plan would require counselors to accept homosexuality in all such cases.
 
"What business does this man have telling parents how to help their confused and disoriented kids even after they have been abused and exploited sexually? This is outrageous!" Dobson says.
 
Also, anyone with a state license soon could be coerced into adopting the state definition of morality.
 
Textbooks would be rewritten, and public schools soon would teach children "gay and lesbian concepts."
 
All of which, he writes, defies the facts of marriage.
 
"The institution of the family is one of the Creator's most marvelous and enduring gifts to humankind. It was revealed to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and then described succinctly in Genesis 2:24, where we read, 'For this cause, a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, and they shall be one flesh.' With those 20 words, God announced the ordination of male-female marriage, long before He established the two other great human institutions, the church and the government," he writes.
 
Every civilization has held to that understanding of marriage until now.
 
"God help us if we throw the divine plan for humankind on the ash heap of history," he said. "Down one path are millions of strong and vibrant families with their children growing up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. Down the other path is a nation drifting away from its spiritual roots in a culture that will teach a dangerous ideology to today's younger generation and those yet to come.
 
"Prayer is our only hope, but it is a powerful one. Even at this late hour, the Lord could still respond to the petitions of millions of godly people. Shirley and I are among those who are praying for a miracle. Will you join us?"
 
George Washington's warning
 
WND reported just days ago when Rabbi Jonathan Cahn, author of the New York Times bestseller "The Harbinger" and the inspiration behind the "Isaiah 9:10 Judgment" movie, smacked down the Supreme Court's assumption that it even has the authority to redefine marriage.
 
"The justices of the Supreme Court took up their seats [in a hearing] on whether they should strike down the biblical and historic definition of marriage," he said. "That the event should even take place is a sign this is America of [George] Washington's warning ... a nation at war against its own foundation."
 
Washington warned that the smiles of heaven can never be expected on a nation "that disregards the eternal rules of order and right which heaven itself hath ordained," he said.
 
Cahn noted the Supreme Court opens sessions with the words, "God save the United States and this honorable court."
 
"If this court should overrule the word of God and strike down the eternal rules of order and right that heaven itself ordained, how then will God save it?" he asked. "Justices, can you judge the ways of God? There is another court and there another judge, where all men and all judges will give account.
 
"If a nation's high court should pass judgment on the Almighty, should you then be surprised God will pass judgment on the court and that nation? We are doing that which Israel did on the altars of Baal," he said.
     
In preparation for the court's eventual ruling, thousands of Christians, including hundreds of leaders from organizations representing millions, have said civil disobedience is an option should the court's opinion kill marriage.
 
The Marriage Pledge says: "We will view any decision by the Supreme Court [overturning traditional marriage] or any court the same way history views the Dred Scott and Buck v. Bell decisions. Our highest respect for the rule of law requires that we not respect an unjust law that directly conflicts with higher law."
 
The petition was assembled by Keith Fournier, a Catholic deacon who is editor of Catholic Online, and Mat Staver, founder of Liberty Counsel.
 
"A decision purporting to redefine marriage flies in the face of the Constitution and is contrary to the natural created order. As people of faith we pledge obedience to our Creator when the state directly conflicts with higher law.
 
"We respectfully warn the Supreme Court not to cross this line."
 
In Dred Scott, the Supreme Court said blacks are less than human, and in Buck, it ordered the government sterilization of innocent people.
 
The board of the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Counsel, which represents 40,118 evangelical Hispanic churches in America and about 500,000 in Latin America and Spain, on Tuesday voted to sign the Marriage Pledge, warning that a decision mandating same-sex marriage simply would not be accepted.
 
CatholicVote.org issued a statement: "Remember, no matter how the court decides this summer, the truth about marriage will never change."
 
Pledge co-author Mat Staver wrote at Stream.org: "I argued that a bad court decision might require civil disobedience. I still pray that won't be necessary. I pray the Supreme Court will allow states to recognize natural marriage. That would be a great victory for truth, but it would not end the fight. Neither the Supreme Court nor any state has the authority to redefine the natural created order of marriage. Marriage is no more a state's rights issue than is slavery or the law of gravity.
 
"This is the red line we will not cross," Staver wrote. "While no one wants this conflict, we have no choice but to resist an unjust law, particularly one that will force us to participate in acts that directly conflict with the Natural and Revealed Law."
 
WND also reported longtime conservative leader Pat Buchanan urged Christians to fight the "LGBT fanatics" who are demanding they betray their faith, even if it means civil disobedience.
 
Of the 31 times voters have decided the issue of the definition of marriage, 31 times they have adopted the biblical definition. Among the three dozen states that recognize same-sex marriage today, not even a handful have adopted it voluntarily. In the majority of cases, it was a federal judge's decision.
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Free speech turns deadly in Texas - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
An event to award $10,000 for the best cartoon depiction of Mohammad in Garland, Texas turned deadly as a security guard was injured and two Islamists were shot to death trying to bomb the event, according to media reports. Dutch politician Geert Wilders, a critic of Islam, was the keynote speaker at the gathering hosted Sunday night by the new York-based American Freedom Defense Initiative (AFDI).  The Washington Post reports that the two attackers, Cherif and Said Kouachi, shot at the security guard and were later killed by police after a manhunt. The UK Daily Mail reports that the Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the shootings, a most notable attack by Muslims on American free speech. 
 
The Daily Mail reports: "Two heavily-armed men suspected to have been carrying explosives were killed by police after opening fire outside the Curtis Culwell Center in Garland, Dallas, at around 7pm during a controversial event where caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad were being displayed. The SITE Intelligence Group reported that an Islamic State (IS) fighter claimed on Twitter that the shooting was carried out by two pro-Isis individuals. In a series of tweets and links, a jihadist named as Abu Hussain AlBritani, which SITE said was British IS fighter Junaid Hussain, claimed that '2 of our brothers just opened fire' at the Prophet Muhammad exhibition in Texas."
 
While underscoring several Islamic attacks on free speech around the world, replete with murders and attempted murders, AFDI President Pamela Geller wrote on the organization's website prior to the event, "Of course, this event will require massive security. But this exhibit has to be staged. If we don't show the jihadists that they will not frighten us into silence, the jihad against freedom will only grow more virulent. And we hope that this event will give others the courage to stand up as well and show the world that they aren't going to submit to intimidation...These supremacists need to be held to account, and the West has to stop this pathetic cowardice and submission to barbarity...It's time to stand up."
 
This is an example of the clash between tolerance for a brutal death cult disguised as a religion and a nation built on religious freedom and freedom of speech. The leftist "civil rights" group, Southern Poverty Law Center, identifies Pamela Geller, and others such as Bridgette Gabriel, Steve Emerson, Daniel Pipes and Frank Gaffney as instigators of anger because of their stance against the brutality of Islam. America is the next crucible of Islamic terrorism, which will be assisted by gangs, leftist politicians, and Marxist organizations. Jesus said in Matthew 24:4, "Take heed that no man deceive you." Don't be deceived by those who wish to quell your religious freedom and free speech by assigning those rights to agents of evil.
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Daily Devotion: Where Are You? - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" -Genesis 3:9
 
When I play hide-and-seek with my granddaughters, I will show them a new hiding place. Then, when it is my turn to find them, they will go to the place I just showed them.
 
That is what it's like when we try to hide from God. In the Garden of Eden, God called out to Adam, "Where are you?" But God knew exactly where Adam was. And He knew exactly what Adam had done. God wasn't asking Adam this question because He was clueless and looking for information.
 
By asking "Where are you?" God was saying, in effect, "Well, Adam, how is it going? How did that work out for you-the whole sin thing? Was I right on this, or was I wrong? How are you feeling about it? Is this good? Did I tell you the truth, or did the Devil lie to you?"
 
God wanted Adam and Eve to confess what they had done so He could set it right, because God cannot forgive a sin that has not been confessed.
 
The Bible says in 1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." What does it mean to confess our sin? The word confess used in this verse means "to agree with."
 
And what is God's opinion of sin? He hates it. What else does God think of sin? It offends Him. So we have to see sin that way, stop rationalizing it and justifying it, and start saying, "God, Your opinion of sin is right. I agree with You. I hate it. It was wrong for me to do. I am sorry for it." Until we come to this conclusion about our sin, it will separate us from God.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: This Generation - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8042 
 
 
The time of the end has been one of the most controversial, debated, and often divisive topics within Christendom.  It would seem that as soon as Christ ascended, Christians began arguing about when He would return.  So why is it important for us to even care about when Christ will return?  Isn't He going to return, when He returns?
 
Given the numerous positions and all the confusion of when and how He will return, a proper understanding eliminates certain positions which have been promulgated throughout the centuries, which both destroy the faith of many, and are counter to what the Scripture actually teaches.  Clearly, we have only one Bible.  Contained on the pages therein, lies one consistent message about when Christ would return.  What everyone is divided over then, is how to interpret the Bible.  Some say allegorically (i.e....you can't take it literally), and others, take it literally (you take it for what it says). 
 
In the end, only one eschatological (end times) view can play out.  Opposing views about when and how Christ returns cannot be weighted equally, because they do not all possess either the historical facts or consistent theological message which qualifies and quantifies their particular interpretations.  The only logically, scripturally consistent method of interpretation, is to take the text for what it says.  If one were reading a medical book, or newspaper, one would take it at face value...so why can't we apply that same level of interpretive application to God's word?  The same God who spoke the very universe into being, is the same one who inspired the prophets and apostles to write the very words we read.  And if the naturalistic world can be understood down to the very fabric of our being (DNA), why do we arbitrarily apply some mystical level of interpretation to what the text clearly say?
 
If taking the text literally seems nonsensical, then we must take the text in its proper context.  Many Christian's almost seem antagonistic to the idea that Christ would return at all.  So let us look at one controversial passage that deals with the timing of Christ's return and see how only one interpretation can actually fit it, given the screening parameters of history, scriptural consistency, and context.
 
 
"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near-at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.  Matt. 24:32-35.
 
"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that it is near-at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.  Mark 13:28-31
 
Then He spoke to them a parable: "Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. Luke 21:29-33
 
Since this was a parable (story meant to convey a deeper truth), we know that Christ was using this as a teaching tool to convey a truth about the timing of His return that would resonate with everyone.  In other words, like the sower and seed, yeast spreading through dough, master journeying on a long journey, and all the other parables Christ used to convey truths, He chooses here the fig tree, which both has historical linkages to the nation of Israel, and would be something that everyone would understand and relate too, even Gentiles.
 
Jesus is not speaking to all His disciples, but only to those who came to Him privately (Mark 13:3-4) to inquire about what He meant when He said that not one stone would be left atop the other of Herod's temple.  And since Christ was speaking, we know that it is impossible for Him to lie.  Nor was Christ being elusive about this particular topic.  He was both stating when it would occur and what the conditions would be surrounding His return, which is what makes up the bulk of the Olivet Discourse.  Given that preface, we can only come to four possible conclusions about this particular passage:
 
1.  If this generation meant the people of Israel as an ethnic group, then the people of Israel should not exist today.  He stated 'this generation would not pass away until', and for those who believe in an AD70 Second Coming (primarily Preterists), that would mean that once the Romans under General Titus Vespasian conquered and decimated Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and scattered the remaining Jews out of Judah, there should not exist Jewish people today or a nation of Israel.  Clearly, the Nazi Holocaust says otherwise. This generation cannot be referring to an ethnic group.
 
2.  If this generation meant that it found fulfillment in the destruction of Jerusalem, how is that redemptive? (Luke 21:28)  In other words, if the parable of the Fig Tree found fulfillment in the destruction of Jerusalem, how is that something the Apostles could both look forward to and somehow find redemption in?  How does God glory in the destruction of the 'apple of His eye'?  (Zech. 2:7-9)  Although the Olivet Discourse (primarily Luke's account) mentions AD70's destruction of Jerusalem, it was by no means an act of redemption.  This generation cannot be referring simply to the events surrounding AD70.
 
3.  If this generation meant Christ would return to that generation He was physically speaking there to on the Mount of Olives, then He was wrong when He said that He didn't know when He would return (Matt. 24:32; Mark 13:32), because He would have known that He would return in their lifetimes.   Christ stated He did not know, and knowing that Christ did not give up any of His Deity when becoming a man, but rather, gave up the privileges of being Deity, which include surrendering to the will of the Father, the timing concerning His return.  Subsequently, if this generation meant 'that generation sitting there with Him on the Mt. of Olives, how could it apply to them considering Luke 21:24?  And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
 
And how could that generation, if it was to the one He was physically speaking too, live to see this transpire, considering that Jerusalem was in Gentile hands for the better part of 2,000 years?  They couldn't, which by very basic deductions (remove all other choices), means that either the Jews in Israel now aren't really Jews, Israel isn't really Israel, or that Scripture has been fulfilled with the rebirth of the nation of Israel after 1,900 years of diaspora.  The parameters of the diaspora were laid out by Moses in Deuteronomy 30:1-5, the prophet Amos in Amos 9:15, and the prophet Ezekiel in Ezekiel 37.  This being a second, global re-gathering of Jews, from the four corners of the earth, in unbelief.  So clearly, this generation could not only be referring to those alive in the first century.
 
4.  This generation, is speaking to that future generation who would live to see all the events come to pass, as explained in the Olivet Discourse.  These events would in birth pang fashion, find their prophetic fulfillment culmination (or crescendo) in one, single generation.  These are those who would see all the things that Christ spoke about, which means this generation who live to see all the events, can be the only logical, biblical and historical conclusion.
 
Assessment
 
Given what we know of history, we know that the events that are laid out in the Olivet Discourse, have not yet fully come to pass.  Yes, Jerusalem was conquered and destroyed by the Romans in AD70.  Yes, false messiahs have come claiming to be "the" Christ.  Yes, there have been wars, and rumors of wars.  Yes, there have been earthquakes and divers places, as well as pestilences and signs in the heavens.  What can't be, is that ALL of those things, took place as birth pangs, meaning there would by necessity, be a slow escalation leading up to a faster and more intense escalation, all in forty years.
 
While scoffers, both religious and non, like to point out that every generation thought they were the last one.  I would counter to them, to which generation saw the rebirth of the nation Israel?  Which generation saw the assimilation of Europe back together as a single entity?  Which generation has seen technological advancement move from the speed of horse, to the speed of sound?  Which generation has seen massive World Wars, unparalleled in human history?  Which generation has seen civilization create instantaneous, global communications?  Which generation has created a virtual reality that has literally taken over every facet of our existence?  This same virtual reality is also able to monitor and record everything we say or do, as well as everything we buy or sell?  Which other generation has seen morality turned on its head?  Which other generation has seen the rise of violent, completely anti-Christian religions on a scale unmatched in human history?  Which generation has seen the population reach back over seven billion?  Which generation has given birth to the reality of artificial intelligence?
 
Which generation has seen all of these happen at the same time?
 
This generation.
 
Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near." Luke 21:28
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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