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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Iranian commander threatens to close Strait of Hormuz to US
1. Iran Accuses U.S. of Meddling as Tensions Grow 
1. Iran Religious Persecution Increasing Despite Nuclear Deal, USCIRF Reports 
1. Russia threatens to respond to NATO's military buildup along eastern border
1. Russia Announces New Military Divisions to Counter NATO Deployments in Eastern Europe
1. Israeli, Palestinian violence flares along Gaza border
1. Fresh mortar targets troops on Gaza border as violence persists 
1. IAF strikes Hamas targets in Gaza in response to mortar fire
1. Hamas warns Israel amid Gaza border tensions: Don't test our patience 
1. Israel rejects Hamas claims that it sought withdrawal-for-ceasefire agreement 
1. IDF general backtracks: 'Not my intent to liken Israel with Nazi Germany'
1. Siren brings Israel to a halt as country marks Holocaust Remembrance Day 
1. Obama: US stands with Jews who face hatred around the world
1. 'Decrease of violent attacks against Jews, but rise in institutional anti-Semitism in 2015' 
1. Britain's left is melting down over rampant anti-Semitism
1. Israel to open permanent mission at NATO HQ after Turkey lifts veto
1. Turkey hints it may send ground troops into Syria 
1. Another Combat Death in Iraq May Presage Future U.S. Role
1. US airstrike in Iraq kills 'most dangerous' Australian Islamic State operative
1. ISIS Locks Girls in Cages With Human Skulls for Violating Shariah Dress Code
1. German Islamists face trial for enacting 'sharia police' on city streets 
1. German Jews divided over fears of 1 million Muslim newcomers 
1. ISIS Has Ability to Execute Paris-Style Terrorist Assaults in U.S., Clapper Says
1. Kenya Police Say They Foiled ISIS-Linked Plot to Unleash Anthrax Attack
1. Can an app tackle domestic violence in Somalia?
1. Romanian hacker Guccifer: I breached Clinton server, 'it was easy'
1. Venezuelans in long lines: 'We need food and medicine'
1. San Andreas fault 'locked, loaded and ready to roll' with big earthquake, expert says 
1. 5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Port-Olry, Vanuatu
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Sayhut, Yemen
1. Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 21,000ft
1. Sangay volcano in Ecuador erupts to 18,000ft
1. Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 18,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 17,000ft
1. Turriabla volcano in Costa Rica erupts to 14,000ft
1. Alberta Declares Emergency as Fires Threaten Canada Oil Town
1. Listeria prompts recall of 42 brands of frozen fruits and veggies
1. Advance In Human Embryo Research Rekindles Ethical Debate
1. Catholic Univ. Suspends Employee for Debating LGBTQ Issues With 'Gender Neutral' Student
1. US government: North Carolina LGBT law violates civil rights
1. Christian 'Extremists' Opposing Gay Marriage May Be Criminalized By Radical Islam Bill
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: The World Ignores God's Coming Wrath  
1. Hamas Testing Israel's Preparedness for War, Showing Desperation with Provocative Cross-Border Attacks  
1. The Good News in the Bad News 
1. Russia warns of retaliation as NATO plans more deployments in Eastern Europe  
1. America's False Saviors and Fall - The Day of the Lord is at Hand! 
1. Preparing to Sow Seeds  
1. Daily Jot: Stopping totalitarianism 
1. Daily Devotion: Simple Obedience 
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The World Ignores God's Coming Wrath - By Howard Green -   http://raptureready.com/soap2/green50.html
 
 Ignorance is bliss or so they say. The problem with ignorance is that issues we are unfamiliar with and would rather ignore don't just go away. Poor grades, health issues, economic crises,   and personal relationships often deteriorate because of lack of knowledge, inattention, or ignoring the problems all together.  
 
 People will often claim ignorance when some problem comes to a head and sometimes it is a valid excuse. Regardless, the problem still exists and needs to be dealt with. There is one issue   the world cannot claim ignorance and that's the coming judgment. Some people will explain it away, drink it away, medicate it, rationalize it away, and scoff it away because the world ignores God's coming wrath.
 
Romans 1:18-20 "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be   known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  
 
 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse."
 
 God in His divine mercy has been warning the world throughout the centuries that His judgment and wrath is coming.  
 
 Why does God's wrath and judgment fall? It falls on individuals and nations as a result of sin. God is holy and sin is an affront to His perfect nature. Therefore judgment often comes after repeated warnings. This pattern of long periods of mercy, patience, and holding back judgment by the Lord is evidence of His love found throughout the Bible and that pattern remains right up to where we are today.
 
 In centuries past many people have lived by faith and come to a saving knowledge of Jesus because of a realization that wrath and judgment were coming. Those centuries were also marked by paganism, hedonism, and rebellious people. Although many found salvation in the Lord, many chose to ignore Him.
 
 Now we live in an enlightened age of incredible advances in medicine, technology and travel. We are far removed from the humanistic pride and selfishness of those days and surely a majority of people will repent and come to a saving knowledge of Jesus because we are smarter people now-right?
 
 Wrong; because it seems that even with all of our accumulated knowledge, many are still ignoring the clear warning of the wrath to come. If anything, it seems as though our dependence on technology, abundance of luxury goods and the plentiful trappings of leisure have blinded many to the fact that the wrath and judgment of God will soon fall on this world.
 
 There's nothing wrong with recreation, enjoying hobbies, and having things, provided that these things don't consume us and become idols. In our day, these things and diversions have largely become idols because many people focus on everything else but God.  
 
 Moreover, this modern "enlightened" mindset, our preoccupation with things, and selfishness has squelched the conscience of Man. Now many people are calling good evil and evil is called good. What was once considered filth is called "entertainment" now. Lifestyles that were largely considered "deviant" just a few decades ago are considered "normal." Tolerance is the buzz word today.
 
People seem to have tolerance for anything and everything, unless it is Christianity or Christians.
 
 Matthew 24:37-39  "For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man."
 
For the most part, people in previous centuries who weren't followers of God were "mostly" content with sinning "under the radar" and living sinful lives in private. Here's what I mean: Although these non-Christians of generations past were indeed worldly, they still exhibited a sense of knowing right from wrong (as a civil society would define it).  
 
While not 100 percent,   the case their poor, sinful, evil behavior, habits, and lifestyle were largely considered to be counterculture and abnormal.
 
Even in our previous century, back in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, if a guy wanted to look at a naked person for pleasure or view anything pornographic, he would have to go to the sleazy part of town, go incognito, and cover his tracks.  
 
Moreover, this blatant deviant behavior was largely frowned upon by a much more decent society by comparison. It's not that people were any less evil back then, it's just that deviant behavior was frowned upon for what it was and still is-a destructive element to society.
 
Now we are in a day when pornographic sites account for almost one third of all Internet searches. This influx of blatant evil is undeniable. Revenue in the pornography industry has reached the hundreds of millions annually. I could go on and on citing the sad statistics about porn and its evil impact on our society.  
 
I'm mentioning pornography because people chuckle about it; television personalities joke about it, and I've seen some males brag about how much porn they watch. Our day is marked by something different:
 
Our day is marked by the widespread acceptance and even support of evil practices that were considered "deviant" just one generation ago.
 
In just the past few years, governments are redefining what has been considered "traditional marriage" for thousands of years. During the same previous thousands of years, men knew   where to go the bathroom and women knew the same. These boundaries are natural and God given because men and women are made uniquely different..  
 
 States are deciding how to enact rules about public restrooms and now transgender use of bathrooms is an idea that is gaining momentum in our state houses and in some corporate policies.
 
I personally find it unbelievable and very troubling that our society is sinking so low. America, Europe, and much of the West have become a cesspool of evil. This generation claims to be enlightened, but while the people claim enlightenment, they are groveling around in darkness and moral decay.
 
 Romans 1:21-26  "For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 
 
Therefore, God gave them   up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason, God gave them up to dishonorable passions."
 
In the centuries past, some people have laughed, mocked, and scoffed at the notion of coming wrath and God's judgment. But our day seems marked by a prideful arrogance against God's wrath to a degree never witnessed before.  
 
God's Word attests to the fact that judgment does come. There comes a time after repeated warnings that judgment and wrath fall on the unrepentant. Here are just a few examples the Bible gives of God's judgment and wrath falling:
 
1. Decade after decade had past when righteous Noah built the ark. God and repentance was what people needed to embrace. Instead they laughed at Noah and perished in the flood.
 
2. God's servant Abraham intercedes and pleads for the city of Sodom and the Lord temporarily holds back judgment. Shortly thereafter, evil reached its peak and the Lord sent angels to warn Lot. Just before the city was destroyed, Lot warned his sons-in-law who laughed at him and ultimately perished in the fiery judgment to follow. Lot and his daughters heeded God's warning and escaped Sodom in time.
 
3. After the death of David and Solomon, the nation of Israel went through a series of kings. Some of the rulers followed the Lord but others didn't and the nation fell further into spiritual darkness and idolatry.  
 
God sent prophets to plead with the people and warn them that judgment and wrath were coming if they didn't turn from their ways and repent. The northern kingdom fell and ultimately the whole nation fell to the Babylonians in 586 B.C. The Lord used the armies of Nebuchadnezzar to bring His wrath and judgment to an unrepentant people.
 
Here is my question to the proud, arrogant, haughty people of our day: Do you think you are exempt from God's judgment and wrath to come?
 
How you answer the question ultimately determines where you will spend eternity. If you don't think you need salvation from the wrath to come, you will not see your desperate need for Jesus. He is the only One who can save you from God's fierce judgment that will be poured out on an unrepentant world.
 
If God didn't spare the ancient world prior to the flood, if He didn't spare Sodom and Gomorrah, and He didn't spare Jerusalem. How can you think He will wink like an old grandpa or a favorite uncle at this world full of sin and darkness?
 
He won't wink at our sins or at the world ignoring His Son's gift of salvation. He will be patient, wait, show mercy, until the cup of His wrath is filled...then judgment will fall. I believe when we look at the events going on today in the world, they are pointing to coming judgment, wrath, and Jesus' return. Here's what the Bible says about the coming judgment and God's wrath:
 
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 "...and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come."
 
 Proverbs 11:4  "Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death."
 
 John 3:36  "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him."
 
2 Peter 3:7  "But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly."
 
 John 5:24  "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."
 
 Revelation 16:1-2  "Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, 'Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.' So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image."
 
The Bible is full of warnings about the judgment and wrath to come. In God's patience and mercy, He waits-for more people to come to repentance and make Jesus the Lord of their lives.  
 
People in our day may ask mockingly: "How can a 'loving God' pour out His wrath and judgment?" The answer is plain for all to see if they really want to know the truth. The answer is that He is holy, sin must be accounted for, and unrepentant sinners must be punished.
 
This loving God sent His Son to die for us on the cross to pay for every sin we ever committed or will ever commit. Think about it, God sent Jesus to take the penalty for our sin; that is ultimate love. God's wrath and judgment will fall on a Christ rejecting unrepentant world. That message is what people need to hear.  
 
Spreading the gospel message is urgent because this world continues to ignore God's coming wrath.
 
 (All emboldened Scripture is added by the author for emphasis.)
 
If you want to know about eternal life through Jesus, please click here.
 
http://www.concerningthetimes.com/ 
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Hamas Testing Israel's Preparedness for War, Showing Desperation with Provocative Cross-Border Attacks - Aaron Klein -  http://www.breitbart.com/jerusalem/2016/05/04/hamas-testing-israels-preparedness-war-provocative-cross-border-attacks/
 
In provoking the Israel Defense Forces along the Israel-Gaza border, Hamas seems to be testing Israel's military and political response to the possibility of another major outbreak of war in the south.
 
Gaza's Islamist rulers are also clearly sending a message to Egypt and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas that Hamas must be part of any future accommodation regarding border security along the coastal enclave. The Egyptians have been mediating reconciliation talks between Fatah and Hamas with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah Party eyeing a security presence along the Gaza-Egypt border. Abbas is due in Egypt next week for consultations.
 
Over the last 24 hours, Hamas militants fired at least six times at IDF forces searching for terror tunnels along the Israel-Gaza border.  The Israel Air Force retaliated by firing at Hamas targets in Gaza on Wednesday.
 
Hamas's escalation seems to be further aimed at signalling that it is willing to take risks to prevent the IDF from destroying the terror tunnels, which are critical to Hamas's battle-plans and regional power.
 
Hamas is also increasingly desperate as its economy is on the brink of collapse, and it may be using the violence to send a message to Israel and the international community that the Islamist group is willing to draw Israel into conflict if Hamas's financial needs are not met.  Renewed hostilities would also help to redirect Palestinian anger away from Hamas's own failing government and toward the Jewish state.
 
On Wednesday, Haaretz reported on the escalation:
 
The shootings from Gaza are directed toward Israeli operations to locate tunnels near the border fence. No Israeli casualties were reported.
 
Defense sources assess that the shootings have been perpetrated by Hamas with the aim of deterring Israel from searching for more tunnels.
 
The IDF declared the border area a closed military zone on Wednesday, barring access from Saad Junction and the Kibbutz Nahal Oz to anyone but residents.
 
The clashes come about two weeks after the IDF announced the discovery of a Hamas terror tunnel that snaked into Israeli territory. The fact that Hamas risked digging such a terror tunnel into Israel shows that Gaza's Islamist leaders are preparing for the possibility of war with the Jewish state.
 
As I explained at the time:
 
Hamas has recently been weakened by successful Egyptian military actions to take out smuggling tunnels along the Egypt-Gaza border. It has not yet fully recovered from the massive damage inflicted by the IDF on the Islamic group's militant infrastructure during the 2014 Israel-Gaza War. Hamas most likely does not want a war with Israel in the near future, fearing an Israeli military campaign can threaten its rule in Gaza.
 
However, there is a paranoid wing within the Hamas leadership that believes Israel will launch a confrontation in Gaza at some point to further minimize Hamas's political and militant positions. And so Hamas seems to be prepping all fronts for a war that could break out tomorrow, next week, next month, or next year.
 
As part of this readiness campaign, it seems Hamas not only took the daring move to dig a tunnel into Israel, but continues its brazenness by launching cross-border attacks.
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The Good News in the Bad News - By Jonathan Feldstein -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/67044/the-good-news-in-the-bad-news-opinion/#vWCAlf9zlX4ejcDc.97
 
I've hesitated to write this for some time because every time I think there might be a lull in the plague of terror attacks to which Israel has been subjected these past several months, there's another attack.  This past week alone there was a stabbing, an attempted stabbing, a "successful" car ramming, car stoned with a mother and three kids, a shooting at Israelis from across the border with Gaza, and something else.  I forget.
 
Israel has been suffering an ongoing plague of terrorist attacks - shootings, stabbings, stoning and car ramming's (for which we have a unique word in Hebrew that doesn't quite translate). Israelis are typically addicted to news and it's common to see people turning up the volume on their radios at the top of the hour to keep up with the latest news, and hope that if there's anything bad to report by way of terror attacks to report, or God forbid casualties, that it's not too close to home, or that a friend or loved one were involved.
 
Sometimes there's a respite and the relative quiet of lack of reporting such incidents is glaring.  During this time, some of our leaders laud the relative quiet, as if they can take credit for it. And when that happens, it's the political leaders saying that there's been a lull in the violence that makes the news. I always feel that when I hear such statements, it's not only a bit premature, but in and of itself could be the catalyst for an aspiring terrorist to take action.
 
No news of such attacks is certainly good news. Invariably however, a day or two or maybe three may pass with no such bad news, leading us into a false sense of security that maybe the worst is over, that the plague of terror attacks might be ending, that if peace is not breaking out, maybe we'll at least have quiet. But sometimes these attacks take place at a rate that it's hard to keep straight which happened where and when and who the casualties are.
 
Israelis have suffered from terrorism for decades and, as such have unique solidarity with victims in Paris, Belgium and San Bernardino. Israel is the only country outside the US to have a memorial listing all the names of all the victims of 9/11.  We get it.  Too much. On a proportional per capita basis Israelis still suffer these attacks at a much higher rate, yet the paradox is that Israelis are generally happy and feel safe.  This week we observe Memorial Day which, unlike the US "observance" marked by a long holiday weekend and sales, is a solemn day that impacts us all, either directly or once removed. Even frivolous entertainment on TV goes dark.
 
On successive "quiet" days recently when there were no reports of any major terror attack, or only "minor" terrorist attacks, I was struck at how listening to the news I was relieved.  Rather than a relatively major incident with lots of casualties or death, these minor incidents are mentioned only later in the news or in the inner pages of the daily newspaper. But I also felt a level of sadness because I became aware of some headlines making news were in fact quite bad. But relative to the horrors suffered as a result of a terrorist attack, these were still light.  And from a perverse perspective, these were even uplifting. The good news is that there wasn't worse news.
 
Some of the things that made headlines in recent days that were sad, frustrating and embarrassing even on a good day were:
 
"Israel brushes off German report of reassessing ties."  Yes, based on reports that Germany, which had turned from the murder capital of the world targeting Jews during the holocaust to one of Israel's most reliable allies reassessing ties, the Director General of the Foreign Ministry flew to Berlin for urgent meetings.
 
"UK Labour Party launches anti-Semitism inquiry." On the eve of Holocaust Memorial Day, a spate of offensive anti-Semitic comments came out from a wide range of sources in the UK Labour party, resulting in an inquiry, and party members suspended. But not the head of the Labour party refuses to repudiate his direct ties with terrorist organizations like Hamas and Hezbollah.
 
"Rivlin denies rumors of likely pardon for Katsav." As if the embarrassment of former president Katsav having been arrested and sentenced years ago on rape and other offenses, rumors of his appeal to Israel's current president Rivlin to commute his sentence adds insult to injury, and flies in the face of justice and especially the importance of reporting and prosecuting sex crimes.
 
And among the worst bad news/good news items that don't involve Arabs trying to kill us, "Abu Khdeir murderer sentenced to life plus 20 years."  This incident is noteworthy because of how infrequent it is to see crimes like this committed by Jews against Arabs, and how horrific the July 20, 2014 murder of Muhammed Abu Khdeir was. Despite the notion of "revenge" as a result of the kidnapping and murder of three Israeli teens the month before, Israel was shocked and repelled by the crime. The good news albeit in this bad news/good news item is that our justice system worked swiftly to bring the Israeli murderer to court and sentence him.
 
In the early days of our statehood, Golda Meir, Israel's iconic former Prime Minister, once famously quipped that Israel would be a real country when we had our own prostitutes and criminals.  I am sure she was not advocating for this, but recognition that every country has its social problems, and Israel would not be spared.  Despite being God's Chosen People, we are not perfect because we are people.  So we have our ills and vices like anywhere.
 
And it's not like we want these headlines replaced by those of more terror attacks, nor that we are not sad for and embarrassed by these and others like them.  But it is a paradox how even bad news items like these can be a refreshing respite at a time when the daily threat of terror pervades.
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Russia warns of retaliation as NATO plans more deployments in Eastern Europe - By Dmitry Solovyov and Lidia Kelly - http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-nato-divisions-idUSKCN0XV0TU?utm_source=applenews
 
Russia will reinforce its western and southern flanks with three new divisions by the year-end, officials said on Wednesday, threatening retaliation to NATO's plans to boost its military presence in eastern members Poland and the Baltic States. 
 
While Moscow accuses the Western alliance of threatening its Russia's security, NATO says intensified military drills and its plans for increased deployments on its eastern flank are purely defensive after Russia annexed Ukraine's Crimea in 2014 and backed separatist rebels in Ukraine.
 
U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton Carter said on Monday NATO was weighing up rotating four battalions of troops through eastern member states amid rising tension in the Baltic.
 
Speaking in Brussels on Tuesday, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg confirmed the alliance would deploy "battalion-sized" multinational units on a rotational basis in the east.
 
Andrei Kelin, a department head at Russia's Foreign Ministry, said the proposed NATO deployment was a source of concern for Moscow. Russia once held sway in eastern Europe as the Soviet-era overlord.
 
"This would be a very dangerous build-up of armed forces pretty close to our borders," Kelin told the Interfax news agency. "I am afraid this would require certain retaliatory measures, which the Russian Defense Ministry is already talking about."
 
Russia announced in January it would create three new military divisions and bring five new strategic nuclear missile regiments into service. 
 
On Wednesday, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said the new divisions would be formed by the end of this year to counter what Moscow saw as NATO's growing strength.
 
Russian media, citing unnamed military sources, said the new Russian divisions would most likely be motorized rifle ones and number around 10,000 soldiers each. 
 
"The Ministry of Defense has adopted a series of measures to counter the growing capacity of NATO forces in close proximity to the Russian borders," Shoigu said in televised comments.
 
The new divisions are likely to be deployed in military districts close to Russia's borders with Ukraine, Belarus, the Baltic states and Finland as well as Georgia and Azerbaijan.
 
NATO TO KEEP COURSE 
 
"What we do is defensive, it's proportionate ... And therefore we will continue to respond," Stoltenberg said. 
 
"There can be no doubt that what NATO does is a reaction to the Russian behavior in Ukraine. We didn't have any troops in Baltic countries ... before the illegal annexation of Crimea and Russia's destabilizing activities in eastern Ukraine."
 
He was speaking at news conference with NATO's new Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR), General Curtis Scaparrotti, who said he intended to continue NATO's response so far to what the West sees as a more assertive and muscle-flexing Russia.
 
"My intent is to continue that. I think that is the response," he said, adding NATO and Russia still needed to talk.
 
"I do believe we should have communication, it's how we ensure that we don't have an accident or miscalculation. But I would reinforce this by saying it's expected that they adhere to international norms and international laws. And until such time, those communications will likely be limited." 
 
Scaparrotti said he was in favor of arms supplies to help Ukraine "successfully defend their territory and their sovereignty".
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We are not endorsing extreme prepping, but we do believe that we should always be prepared! We believe that the Bible teaches that the Church will be removed before the Tribulation begins! We also believe that until that day, we are not exempt from difficult times, and will experience times of trials and tribulations. We never know when our lives might be disrupted by an earthquake, flood, tornado, hurricane, power outage, or any other number of natural disasters, or even in these times, an act of terror! 
 
As an Eagle Scout and a former scoutmaster, the Boy Scout motto of "Be Prepared," has never been more important than in these times in which we live. We believe that every family should be prepared, and have at least a good first-aid kit, food and water for three or four weeks, and other basic supplies necessary for any emergency or disruption that we might incur. We have affiliated ourselves with some of the biggest vendors in the industry to provide you the best preparedness supplies. Please use the link below, thank you!!!
 
BE PREPARED - CLICK HERE
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New DVD - Coming Soon! - 
The Rapture is in the Air
 
This exciting new DVD covers why, we believe that the Rapture will happen before the Tribulation and that the Church will not go through the Tribulation. Never before has the pre-trib Rapture view been under such attack as it has been in the last few years. Attackers and naysayers of the pre-trib Rapture have become downright hateful in their attempt to mock and disavow the pre-trib Rapture. Surprisingly much of this hatred, is coming from within the Church itself! 
 
In this DVD, we will show why we believe that the Bible teaches that the Tribulation cannot even start until the Church has been removed. We will also explain what God's wrath is and to whom it is directed at, who's who in the Tribulation, the identity of the Restrainer, and the doctrine of Imminence. All this, and much, much, more! 
 
"The Rapture is in the Air," is based on the recent article written by Pete Garcia of the Omega Letter - www.omegaletter.com  Pete was kind and generous enough to give us permission to do a DVD based on his article. This DVD will be released on 5/13/16* (*subject to change). You can pre-order this exciting new DVD right now, when you pre-order one of our DVD's not only are you making sure that you get your copy when it is first released, you are also helping us to finance the production and off-set some of the expenses that are involved in bringing the DVD to completion.
 
To pre-order your copy or copies, please visit our store, thank you!
 
CLICK HERE
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America's False Saviors and Fall - The Day of the Lord is at Hand! - David Pepe - http://www.theignorantfishermen.com/2013/02/americas-fall-day-of-lord.html
 
My dear friend's, once America's restraint is totally and fully removed from this present evil world, what is to stop the global lawless march to doomsday and the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse's ride (2 Thess. 2:2-8, Rev. 6-19)! My friends, a very sobering NOTHING! That is right, NOTHING! We are at the bottom of the super accelerating vortex in world's history, where there is no more time, room and remedies to fix our nation and world's horrific EXPONENTIAL ills.
 
We are at the bottom of the super accelerating vortex in world's history where there is no more time, room and remedies to fix our nation and world's horrific EXPONENTIAL ills.
 
We are at the bottom of the super accelerating vortex in world's history, where there is no more time, room and remedies to fix our nation and world's horrific EXPONENTIAL lawless ills. After the Titanic stuck the iceberg of doom it was just a matter of time before her doom was complete. As the Titanic took on more and more water from the hole in her side cause by the iceberg, the faster it sank and such is our hour in America. A blind man should see it... and deaf man should hear it... but yet America is clueless while the Titanic is minutes from going down. In 2016 Americans are desperately looking for false saviors and "life boats" without any knowledge to deliver our nation from the unrecoverable effects of last 50 years. Politicians from all political spectrums are running for "captain" of the Titanic (aka - president) with moments before our sinking, offering delusional solutions with no REALITY whatsoever! WAKE UP AMERICA! It is time for Americans and the world to recognize that the Day of the Lord is closer than it ever was! The Four Horsemen's horrific shadows linger over our heads as dark storm clouds of an unstoppable deadly storm, full of MIGHTY power and full of irreversible HORRIFIC destruction (Isa. 24, Matt. 24, Rev. 6-19). When America falls, the world will fall with it! Be not deceived, the end result will be the coming anti Christ, 666 and the Battle of Armageddon (Matt. 24:15, 2 Thess. 2:3-12, Rev. 13, Rev. 16:13-16).
 
A blind man should see it...! and deaf man should hear it...! but yet America is sleeping while the Titanic is minutes from going down.
 
My dear friends, Oh how we need Divine REALITY today and not delusional optimistic appraisals, nor fallen lawless worldly solutions for our EXPONENTIAL national and global crises. Almighty God cries out to you all the day long, but will YOU receive Him and His ETERNAL solutions for your life (John 3:16-17)? That is the greatest question ALL must ask themselves in these last days before the Four Horsemen ride (Rev. 6). All these current events and crises of our global community are self-induced by the lawless and godless works of fallen man (Rom. 1:18-32, Gal. 6:7). These products of evil men and their consequences are left in place to bring us to the brink of our delusions so that we may come out of our subjective selves and show us our desperate need for the Savior, His pardon, and His RIGHTEOUSNESS (Isa. 1:18, John 3:16-17, Rom. 10:2-4, 1 Cor. 1:30).
 
My dear friends, Oh how we need Divine REALITY today and not delusional worldly solutions for our EXPONENTIAL global crises.
 
My dear friends, WHAT WILL YOU DO in such an hour? Will you continue to look for worldly solutions and human saviors or will you finally face the REALITY of our hour, come to the end of yourself and receive the KING of kings and LORD of lords who is the WONDERFUL COUNSELOR and PRINCE of PEACE (Isa. 9:6-7, Rev. 19:11-16).
 
 All ETERNITY is before us and our brief existence in this fallen world is about gone. See the ETERNAL, see the Savior, see the REALITY and you will find the liberation and peace of Almighty God that will calm your hearts in America's last hours. 
 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved!" (Acts 16:29)!
 
 The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!
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Preparing to Sow Seeds - Ron & Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
Have you ever planted a garden? When I was a child I loved carrots and decided to plant some. I took my allowance and bought a packet of seeds. I chose a place that was out of the way (so my bicycle wouldn't run over them) and very shady (I didn't want to get overheated while tending my garden). I dug a small line in the dirt and threw in the seeds. Then, I waited. I checked them every couple of days and was thrilled when they began to grow! I got frustrated that they didn't grow faster. Finally, I decided it was time to harvest my crop of five or six puny plants. The carrots were odd shapes because they grew around rocks and tried to push their way through hard ground. The lack of sunshine, little water, and no tender loving care didn't help them at all. So, I gave up on planting seeds. That's the way it is with many Christians today. Very little effort is put into cultivating and spreading God's word. We might throw out a quick "That's a sin and God doesn't like it" then wonder why we don't win more souls for Christ. 
 
When Jesus walked this earth there were many farmers among the Jewish people. They understood farming and about soil, so they could easily relate to the parable Jesus told about a farmer who sowed seeds on various types of soil. "And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold." Matthew 13:3-8. There was nothing wrong with the seeds, but the soil hadn't been prepared. 
 
We don't have to wonder what this parable means. Jesus explained it so we can easily understand. There are four specific soils mentioned but only one actually leads to salvation. The first ground mentioned is the way side. This ground points to those who hear the Gospel yet they don't understand it and are blinded to the truth. "When anyone heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side." Matthew 13:19. Void of understanding, these people are easy prey for the enemy (fowls). Satan steals the seeds that fall onto these people and blinds them to the truth. Although they heard the truth they remain lost. "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them." 2 Corinthians 4:3-4. 
 
Then Jesus explained the stony ground. "But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended." Matthew 13:20-21. These folks heard the word of God and received it joyously. They were enthusiastic about the Gospel and experienced that mountain top of joy. Then times get tough. They enter a valley and fall away from the truth because their roots aren't deep in God's truth. Maybe they move on to embrace the next thing that comes along...yoga, contemplative prayer, join a cult, or any number of non-Christian activities. The Apostle John tells us who they were. "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us." 1 John 2:19. Many who hear the Gospel are thrilled but have never gone through a true conversion from death to life. They heard the truth and seemed to have accepted it but they had no roots set in faith. They allow life's troubles to move them away from the truth of the Gospel. They never truly believed.
 
 Some seeds fell among thorns. "He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful." Matthew 13:22. These folks heard the word but the world got in their way. They were deceitfully seduced by wealth. "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God." Matthew 19:23-24. It isn't the fact that a person is rich that makes it so difficult to have saving faith in Christ, but the love of that money can be stronger than the desire to follow Christ. "But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." 1 Timothy 6:9-10.  It's the love of money that is the root of all evil. Look at the Hollywood scene and see what people will do to become rich. Even those who claim to be Christians seem to have no problem starring in movies that show no Christian fruit...they love money more than God. Temptations in life are the thorns that choke out God's truth. If your faith isn't solid these temptations will not allow the seeds to grow. 
 
Finally there's the fourth soil. This is the one that brings the joy of salvation. "But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty." Matthew 13:23. This is the only soil classified as good ground in Jesus' parable. The soil was ready to receive the seed that was planted and now the person is bearing fruit. That born again Christian is now planting seeds that can change other people's lives. 
 
As I was studying this parable I thought about the farmer sowing the seed. Was he doing all he could to prepare the soil? Thorns and stones can be removed from the ground and the shallow soil can be enriched. My grandfather always planted a beautiful garden. It flourished every year and produced a bountiful harvest. Unlike me when I planted my carrots, Grandpa worked at it by cultivating the soil. He weeded, hoed, fertilized, watered, and generally made sure the soil was ready to receive the seeds. It takes work to prepare soil for planting, but it also takes time to prepare the one planting seeds. My grandfather spent time studying gardening books and he understood how to plant the seeds. Today I'm happy to say that my granddaughter is learning to plant a garden. She is learning about preparing the soil and what the plants need in order to take root and grow. She is also learning about Jesus and His love for her. As she grows in her faith she will learn to prepare people around her to hear God's truth and plant seeds in them that will fall on well prepared soil that is ready to receive the Gospel.
 
The seeds planted in you need to grow so you will bear fruit. Every Christian needs to study and learn more about the Gospel then share it with others. If someone asks you a question you need to have an answer. "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:" 1 Peter 3:15. If you know someone who fits the first three soils, then you need to prepare that person to accept the seeds of Christian faith that you sow. Prepare the soil by showing Christian love. It isn't always easy, but the fruit of the harvest is worth the preparation. Prepare yourself to answer questions and defend your faith by studying God's word. Live your life so others see Christ living in you...that makes planting seeds easier.
 
The question is, if you are a professing Christian today, which soil are you? You need to be sure that you are the fourth soil. Don't just talk the talk, but walk the walk. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." 2 Corinthians 5:17. Has your life changed since you accepted Christ? It's a good idea to do some self-evaluation to be absolutely certain where you will spend eternity. Jesus said "And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand" Matthew 7:26. Only the foolish ignore His warnings. Jesus Christ is the One and only Savior and Lord and our only hope for everlasting life. Satan is the god of this world and if you aren't born again he will take away the seeds that fell on the way side. It's his intent to persuade you through evil means to reject Jesus Christ and His Word. Three of the soils in Jesus' parable above are owned by Satan. He convinces many people that they are on good solid ground when in fact they are not rooted in Christian truth. Don't fall for his traps. Don't allow anyone to convince you that there are many ways to the Father, that good people will not go to Hell, or that all roads lead to Heaven. These are all lies that exist on the first three soils. Born again believers in Christ are firmly planted on soil four, the only ground where salvation is found.
 
When sowing seeds be sure to prepare the soil, but also be sure to prepare yourself to sow those seeds.
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Daily Jot: Stopping totalitarianism - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
The Founding Fathers knew that a free nation would only remain free if there was freedom of speech, especially as exercised by the news media. The First Amendment reads: "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances." The "press" prided itself in being the "Fourth Estate"--that non-governmental branch of the nation holding the government accountable, the watchdog of the people. The watchdog of the people has become a lapdog of the government, but that has changed in recent years.
 
The cozy relationship between the news media and the socialist left has enjoyed a long honeymoon since those nasty capitalist pigs were brought down by the Watergate burglaries, causing the resignation of President Richard Nixon. For decades the news media became more leftist, increasingly biased, and far more supportive of big government and dismissive of conservative constitutionalism. The lesson they should be learning is that government cannot be trusted and that it is healthy to have an adversarial relationship with politicians and government. Notwithstanding, the "president" himself called the news media a "partner" of his in his recent press banquet speech.
 
Remember that the Treasury Department's IRS, the nation's foremost totalitarian agency, where a person has to prove his innocence once accused, targeted and harassed those who espoused the founding principles of the nation. Moreover, the IRS lied to Congress in March 2012 denying that it was targeting TEA Party and Patriot groups. Add to this a concerted effort by this government to disarm Americans, partner with America's enemies The Muslim Brotherhood and al Qaeda in its foreign policy endeavors, and artificially supporting the marketplace with tax dollars. Add them all up and you have a totalitarian state progressing at a fast pace.
 
Those who think that it's just OK to allow this country to fall and we will just worship our Lord anyway with whatever comes with it, ought to study what is going on with Christians in China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Egypt. It is not merely having the IRS knocking at your door asking why your itemized deductions don't add up. We have an Isaiah 59:3 government: "For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies; your tongue has muttered perverseness."  We as Christians and as Americans should not be an Isaiah 59:4-14 people, "Non call for justice, nor any plead for truth...for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter." If we tolerate totalitarianism, we shall have it.
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Daily Devotion: Simple Obedience - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
"Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel." -Acts 9:15
 
Prior to his conversion, Saul was a leading Pharisee and possibly even a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin. He presided over the death of Stephen, the first martyr of the Christian church. After his encounter with Jesus on the Damascus Road resulted in his conversion, the Christians of Saul's day were initially suspicious of his conversion, and understandably so.
 
When God directed a believer in Damascus named Ananias to seek out Saul and pray for him, Ananias was reluctant, of course. But Ananias did what God told him to do. He found Saul in the place where God said he would be. He prayed that the Lord would restore Saul's sight (he had been blinded by the light as Jesus spoke to him on the Damascus Road), which the Lord did.
 
It is interesting that when God wanted to use someone to minister to Saul, He didn't call an apostle like Peter or John. He called an ordinary man. Ananias didn't write any book of the New Testament, raise a dead person back to life, or give a notable sermon that we know of. But he did, by faith, take a man under his wing who would do all of the above and far more. Ananias discipled the newly converted Saul who, in time, became the legendary apostle Paul and probably the greatest preacher in the history of the church.
 
Thank God for the Ananiases of the kingdom, those who faithfully work behind the scenes to make such a difference in our lives. They may be unknown to man, but they are beloved of God.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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