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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Hamas Declares Jerusalem 'Eternal Capital' of Islamic World
Jews, Muslims Arrested in Temple Mount Confrontation
Israel's first Jordanian PhD wants to bring peace through water
Netanyahu proposes talks on borders of settlement blocs
'World encourages violence by condemning Israel constantly'
Ex-IDF chief: Hezbollah knows price of a future war, so it won't start one
Hezbollah seizes hilltops from al-Qaida in Syrian province bordering Israel
Hebrew inscriptions, jewels of Palmyra's Jewish past, may be lost forever
Islamic State's Gains Reveal New Prowess on Battlefield
Obama has not done a 'd-mn thing' to confront ISIS, Iranian commander says
Carter saying Iraqi forces losing 'will to fight' sparks more criticism, concern about Obama plan
Shock Poll: 81% Of Al Jazeera Arabic Poll Respondents Support Islamic State
Blast in downtown Damascus kills Syria general
Cameron and Putin Agree to Start Talks on Syria Crisis
Turkey says it struck deal with US on air support for Syria rebels 
Sunnis Seize Key Military Sites from Houthis in Yemen 
Rising fears of chemical attack by UK jihadists
Ethiopian Christian Ordered at Gunpoint to Murder Two Pastors or Have His Children Killed
Iran hopes sanctions will be lifted by December
Russia, Iran talks on S-300 missiles end in 'success'
Russia launches massive air force exercise with 250 aircraft 
Amid Russia Tensions, 100 U.S., European Jets Hold Drills in Arctic 
American destroyer joins large-scale military exercise in the Black Sea this week
Budget cuts impact US ability to fight the enemy, Air Force general warns
Fighter Jets Scramble Following at Least 6 Reports of Threats to Passenger Planes, Officials Say
Air France flight to New York's JFK escorted after threat 
Drone Crashes, Hits 2 People During Marblehead Parade
Greece rules out capital controls if bailout talks fail
The world is drowning in debt, warns Goldman Sachs
HSBC fears world recession with no lifeboats left 
Japan rocked by 5.6 magnitude earthquake
Quake Hits Tokyo Days After Japan OK's Third Nuclear Restart
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits the Western Indian-Antarctic Ridge
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits South of Tonga
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Preobrazheniye, Russia
Two tremors struck Nepal today amid rehabilitation attempts
UN: Donor Fatigue Hits Nepal One Month After Mega Earthquake 
India rescues children from traffickers exploiting Nepal earthquake aftermath 
Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 21,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 15,000ft
Volcano "Wolf" erupts in Galapagos Islands after 33 years of dormancy 
Galapagos volcano's eruption raises fear for world's only colony of rare pink iguanas
Catastrophic flooding hits Texas and Oklahoma
Flash Floods Force Thousands in Texas to Flee
At Least 5 Are Killed and 12 Are Missing as Storms Ravage Texas and Oklahoma
Texas governor says deadly flooding is worst ever seen
Texas Governor Declares State of Disaster After Violent Tornado Ravages U.S.-Mexico Border
Twister kills 13 in Mexico border city; 12 missing in Texas
India heatwave: More than 500 dead as temperatures near 50 degrees Celsius; Andhra Pradesh and Telangana worst-hit states
Turning sewage into drinking water gains appeal as drought lingers in California
March Against Monsanto: Thousands Worldwide March to Protest Against GM Crops
Mystery over 1,300 birds found dead on Chilean beach
Mass death of seabirds in Western U.S. is 'unprecedented' - unexplained changes within ocean to blame
Hundreds of starving sea lion pups stranding on California beaches; rescue centers overwhelmed
Social Media Blamed in Part for HIV, Syphilis Spike in Rhode Island
FDA ticks off first drug to treat radiation sickness after nuclear disasters
Humans 'will become God-like cyborgs within 200 years'
Brain-Controlled Bionic Legs Are Finally Here
Women are buying more sex than ever before, new research claims
Sweeping Maryland LGBT measures to take effect without new gov's signature
Obama: Churches should spend less time focusing on abortion and same-sex marriage
Church of England to consider 'transgender baptism' service
Twitter trend 'Charlie Charlie Challenge' has teens trying to summon demon
Prison riot in Brazil ends, leaving 8 inmates dead, one decapitated
Thousands descend on Negev for Midburn - Israel's version of Burning Man, celebrates radical culture and self-reliance
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Leading Islamic Voice Calls For Reconquering Jerusalem, Appears In Hologram (Giving Life To The Image Of The Beast?)
1. Iran: The Back Door to Enrichment
1. Magog, Prince of Persia talks on S-300 missiles end in 'success'
1. Nearing Midnight: The Republicans Are Also at Their Worst
1. The Elite Have a Great Fear of Death
1. The prophetic world they created--Libs in hiding
1. Daily Devotion: From Friction to Conversion
1. Featured Article: Sleeping With Fishes        
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Leading Islamic Voice Calls For Reconquering Jerusalem, Appears In Hologram (Giving Life To The Image Of The Beast?) - Leo Hohmann -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/05/leading-islamic-voice-calls-for-reconquering-jerusalem/
 
 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has called on his countrymen to refocus on the Ottoman goal of re-conquering Jerusalem for Islam and uniting Shia and Sunni tribes for that same mission.
 
In a speech that got almost no coverage in the Western media, Erdogan talked about invading and reconquering Jerusalem, according to an article in the Anadolu Agency of Turkey.
 
"We Muslims lost our aim to head towards Jerusalem," he told throngs of adoring Turks while in the state of Erzincan in central Turkey, according to a translation by Walid Shoebat. "The water of our eyes froze making us blind, and our hearts that was destined to beat for Jerusalem is now instead conditioned for rivalry being in a state of war with each other."
 
Erdogan was in the city to promote numerous service projects, but the speech focused on Jerusalem.
 
"When you mention the word ascension, the first thing that comes to mind is Jerusalem and al-Aqsa Mosque," he said, referring to the mosque that sits on the Temple Mount.
 
The Mount is controlled by Arab Muslim Waqf officials, who do not allow Jews to pray except at the Western Wall. But apparently Erdogan is not satisfied with this arrangement. He told his countrymen to ask "Allah to restore the Al-Aqsa Mosque to be re-owned by Muslims."
 
Erdogan has ruled Turkey for 13 years, but the increasingly vitriolic nature of his anti-Israel rhetoric proves he has consolidated his power over the less strident Islamist views of Fethullah Gulen, a Turk who operates 120 publicly funded charter schools across the United States, says Joel Richardson, a Christian filmmaker and author of the New York Times-best-seller, "The Islamic Antichrist."
 
With Erdogan's rhetoric coming unhinged, Richardson says the Turkish government led by him and Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu has essentially become the Turkish wing of the Muslim Brotherhood.
 
"The old form of moderate Turkish Islam has been defeated," he said.
 
"They have become the leaders of the Turkish branch of Muslim Brotherhood, and now that the rhetoric coming out of the leaders of the regime is increasingly becoming identical to the inflammatory statements coming out of Iran and even al-Qaida," Richardson said.
 
Richardson said Turkey and Iran are natural enemies, but the views of their respective leaders have converged at a commonplace of darkness - Jew hatred. One represents Shia Islam and the other Sunni, but they agree on one thing: Israel must be removed, cut out like a cancerous tumor.
 
Both are openly anti-Semitic, but Richardson sees Turkey as Israel's ultimate enemy. Whereas most Bible prophecy teachers have been warning of a revived Roman empire, Richardson has his eye on the re-emergence of the Ottoman Empire, which crumbed in the aftermath of World War I. It's a theme he discusses in detail in both of his books, "Islamic Antichrist" and "Mideast Beast," and in his documentary, "End Times Eyewitness."
 
"For years, I've been warning of a last days' revival of the Ottoman Empire, and there's no question that it continues to move in that direction," Richardson said.
 
"This is more than just political rhetoric (by Erdogan). We have to remember that the Ottoman Turks controlled Jerusalem for close to 500 years, and there really is this increasing return of the Ottoman aspirations to control the region once again," he said. "And that means not only Jerusalem but also Mecca and Medina. They're pretending to form an alliance with Saudi Arabia against Iran and its nuclear program, but Turkey and Saudi Arabia don't like each other at all. Much of the Islamic world thinks that the Saudi government is just a creation of Western powers. And the whole monarchy thing has no basis in Islamic law."
 
The geopolitical landscape as described in the last days by the Hebrew prophets is coming into focus like never before, Richardson said.
 
"The prophets Joel, Zachariah and Ezekiel all described the surrounded nations gathering together against Jerusalem in the last days," he said. "Five years ago, it was inconceivable to think the president of Turkey would be talking about the need for the Turks to regain control of Jerusalem."
 
With the Middle East and North Africa rapidly devolving into chaos, Turkey bears watching. As a traditional ally of the United States, it will be given freer rein to maneuver and exploit that chaos. Richardson paints a scenario where Turkey will eventually go to war with Egypt, and those two countries have increasingly been at odds since the Muslim Brotherhood government of Muhammad Morsi was defeated in Egypt.
 
Saudi Arabia has sparred with Iran in Yemen, Syria remains on fire with civil war, and multiple terrorist groups are vying for control of Libya. Erdogan sees all this and believes this state of war has clouded the vision of Muslims from their true aspiration of marching on Jerusalem.
 
The Turkish president called on citizens to "raise their hands in supplication for this blessed night toward Allah to restore the Al-Aqsa Mosque [Jerusalem] to be re-owned by Muslims, and to remove the mist from their eyes, to see Jerusalem in their hands at every moment and at every opportunity."
 
Erdogan has compared himself to Tariq Bin Ziad, who conquered Spain, Alp Arslan and Saladin.
 
"These are the Muslim leaders who fought Christendom, and Saladin was the one who conquered Jerusalem," noted the blog Israel, Islam and the End Times. "He wants to declare war on the strongest fortresses to advance his foreign God, Allah, through warfare."
 
"Khalifat (Caliph) literally is one who rules the world and now Erdogan wants to fulfill Zechariah 12 and 14 where Jerusalem becomes the 'cup of trembling' to 'all surrounding nations' when they storm against Jerusalem to annihilate all Israel."
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Iran: The Back Door to Enrichment - Shoshana Bryen -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/41173/iran-the-back-door-to-enrichment-opinion/#ao2z6I0ypMg4yuCt.97 
 
 
It would seem that Iran holds the cards in the nuclear negotiation with the P5+1, primarily because the U.S. is the overeager suitor.  The Framework agreement, the basis for the final deal, does not prevent Iran from designing nuclear warheads or building delivery systems.  There is also increasing evidence that the language has been configured so Iran could also either enrich uranium or produce plutonium for weapons - even without cheating.  But although the deal appears heavily weighted toward Iranian nuclear interests, the mullahs appear convinced they need a back as well as a front door.
 
So cheat they do.
 
Earlier this year, the U.N. reported that the government of the Czech Republic had stopped the sale of a large number of axial flow compressors sought by the Iranian government through an intermediary using phony documents.  The sale, estimated to be worth $61 million, was a blatant violation of U.N. sanctions on Iran.  One Czech source said the intermediary claimed that Iran wanted the compressors to move natural gas; they can also enrich uranium.
 
Iran is known to be using Zippe-type cascades of gas centrifuges for enrichment, a process that does not require compressors. Iran was not known to be using gas diffusion and Helikon ASP, two processes that do require compressors.  Gas diffusion is one of the oldest known methods for uranium extraction; however, its use is declining because it requires large amounts of energy and has relatively low output.  Helikon, enrichment using uranium hexafluoride, consumes about the same amount of energy but is somewhat more efficient and is easy to conceal.  On the other hand, Helikon is highly caustic and dangerous.  In particular, if "hex" gas comes in contact with water or water vapor, corrosive hydrogen fluoride will result.  Interestingly, the Czech compressors were optimized for caustic environments.
 
There are three reasons every country known to have pursued nuclear weapons development has tried concurrent solutions.  The first - practical - reason is that should a problem arise at any point in the chain, the program could be delayed.  In the famous race between the United States and Germany during World War II, the U.S. invested massively in different solutions for fear the Germans might get the bomb first and change the outcome of the war.  Even after Germany surrendered, there was a rush to collect enough uranium and plutonium to attack Japan before the U.S. was obliged to initiate a massive invasion of the Japanese mainland.
 
Iran has to contend with the United States and Israel, one an actual and one a presumed nuclear power.  With proven nuclear weapons, the calculus changes, and Iran's push for regional control improves dramatically.  Already behind, the first reason can help ensure that they can make up ground.
 
The second reason is to protect the nuclear infrastructure from a determined enemy.  There have been a number of attacks on Iranian installations, including an explosion in November 2011 at the Shahid Modarres missile base, which satellite imagery confirmed destroyed large parts of the base, and what appears to have been a large explosion at Parchin in October 2014, where nuclear warhead testing was said to be underway.  There have been bombings and assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists.  There have been virtual attacks designed to take out Iran's gas centrifuges, including the Stuxnet worm, alleged to have been a joint U.S.-Israel operation.  Thus, a nuclear "wannabe" will want multiple locations for weapons development and, if possible, redundancy in case any attack is successful.
 
The third reason is secrecy and the risk that operations might be discovered.  The Manhattan Project, despite its massive industrial scale, was secret, as was the British Tube Alloys Program - except for the Soviet spies.
 
What we know about in Iran is what the Iranians have been willing to say - officially or otherwise - or what spy agencies and surveillance have been able to show.  But it is highly unlikely that the entire Iranian nuclear infrastructure is completely known.  Indeed, the almost-shipment of axial flow compressors strongly suggests there is a lot more going on than meets the eye.  Add to this reports that Iran is working on missile warhead testing and, according to the London Guardian, is developing two-point implosion bombs, it follows that Iran has a complex and sophisticated program much of which remains hidden.
 
It is widely reported that Iran has received significant help from Russia, China, North Korea, and Pakistan and tons of vital supplies from Western Europe and even the United States, making the scope of their program clearer. Just this year, the British government reported to the U.N. that Iran maintains a large clandestine technology acquisition operation funneling hardware and technology to Iran's bomb program.  There is tantalizing evidence that Iran got help from South Africa.
 
South Africa calls its uranium enrichment facility "Valindaba," which is Zulu, meaning "we don't talk about this at all."  The nuclear weapons program and the plant at Valindaba were closed down, but South Africa retains the technology it developed.  Initially supplied by Germany, the South Africans say they improved the uranium enrichment process known as ASP into the Helikon vortex separation system.  From this system, South Africa produced at least eight working atomic bombs and was seeking to develop or acquire technology to produce smaller warheads that could be mounted on their RSA-2 multi-stage missiles, which were knock-offs of Israel's Jericho II missile.  Late last year, South Africa was thinking of restarting Valindaba for uranium enrichment.
 
Strong confirmation of South African-Iranian cooperation comes from intelligence documents prepared by South Africa's National Intelligence Agency and leaked to Al Jazeera.  In the documents, the NIA comments in depth on how Iran had penetrated South Africa at multiple levels and started cooperation on nuclear technology, including a reported meeting between Hassan Rouhani, then-head of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran and now Iran's president, and South African president Thabo Mbeki.  Rouhani asked the South African government to assist Iran with its nuclear program.  The press reported that South Africa responded in part by offering uranium oxide that could be converted into uranium hexafluoride, but the Iranians also wanted technology.  What they might have gotten is unclear, but Helikon know-how would certainly been on the list of possibilities.  Helikon vortex separation system modules each require two axial flow compressors.
 
Was that the objective of trying to bring compressors illegally to Iran from the Czech Republic?
 
Naturally, the State Department tried to downplay the transfer.  If Iran was well along on uranium enrichment systems other than those already known - in other words, if Iran was proven to be cheating even before the Framework becomes a deal - the whole American-led house of cards could collapse.
 
The Obama administration and the P5+1 claim to be seeking to restrict uranium enrichment, but there is growing evidence that loopholes in the deal make it possible for Iran to continue its main programs.  Thus far, Iran's "red lines" are the ability to continue enriching uranium and putting military installations, other than those already identified in the deal, off limits to inspectors.  That leaves a great many military sites off limits - including, perhaps, one where the Czech compressors would have been housed had the ruse been successful.
 
Iran is working on atomic weapons and advanced implosion technology so it can make a small enough weapon to fit on its North Korean-supplied ballistic missiles.  Because the P5+1 Framework agreement covers only a small and exposed part of Iran's nuclear weapons program, and cannot account for that we do not know, Iran can be expected to emerge as a nuclear power at any time.
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Magog, Prince of Persia talks on S-300 missiles end in 'success' - http://news.yahoo.com/russia-iran-talks-300-missiles-end-success-004910335.html
 
 
"Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter." (Isaiah 5:20)
 
Despite objections from Israel and the US, Russia and Iran have completed negotiations over the delivery of Russian-made S-300 missiles.
 
Moscow and Tehran have concluded talks on the delivery of Russian S-300 missiles to Iran which should take place "quite" soon, Deputy Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said on Monday.
 
"The negotiations on the subject have ended in success. I estimate that the S-300 delivery will take place in quite a short time," Amir-Abdollahian said in Moscow.
 
"It will be done at the soonest opportunity possible," he added after meeting his Russian counterpart Mikhail Bogdanov.
 
The Russian foreign ministry has not confirmed the announcement, but noted the "importance of maintaining a regular Russian-Iranian dialogue" in a statement Monday.
 
Tehran has previously said the missiles would be delivered by the end of the year. 
 
The sale of the missiles was blocked in 2010 by former president Dmitri Medvedev, but in April President Vladimir Putin gave the go ahead after Tehran struck a landmark deal in Lausanne with the West over its nuclear program.
 
Moscow said progress in nuclear talks between Iran and world powers meant there was no longer a need for it to prohibit exporting the surface-to-air missiles to Tehran.
 
The sale sparked strong condemnation from Israel and triggered concern in Washington.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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A Chance to Win, and 
Support Prophecy Update
(Only 7 days left to enter)
 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/d596036f-4a1c-41a4-8d2c-7ab01ddc39fb.jpg]
 
 
Thanks to a very generous supporter, we are offering you a chance to win both the John MacArthur 33 volumes New Testament Commentary, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary, for a donation of just $25, for each increment of $25 dollars, your name will go into a drawing. If you donate $100 dollars for example, your name will be entered four times into the drawing. This offer will run from now until the end of May, and the drawing will be held and announced on 6/1/15. 

 
Amazing set of Bible Commentaries
 
The John MacArthur 33 volume New Testament Commentary retails for $849, and the Warren Wiersbe 6 volumes Bible Exposition Commentary retails for $149. So that's a total of nearly $1000 dollars, but wait there's more. We will also throw in an Ultimate Set of our DVD's, including our newest DVD, CONVERGENCE. So all together this donation-drawing is worth nearly $1200, and you can enter our donation-drawing as many times as you want. 

 
 
The MacArthur NT Commentary Series, 33 Volumes (Hard Cover)

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/6033d668-8049-4c98-ae84-d2ba4bdad06b.jpg]
 
 
The MacArthur New Testament Commentary comes from the experience, insight, and wisdom of one of the most trusted ministry leaders and Bible teachers of our day. Each volume was written to be as comprehensive and accurate as possible, dealing thoroughly with every key phrase and word in the Bible without being unduly technical. This series helps provide a better, fuller, and richer understanding of God's word while challenging all readers-no matter what their expertise-to grow in a vibrant, spiritual walk. 

 
 
The Warren Wiersbe Bible Exposition Commentary, 6 Volumes (Hard Cover)
 

 [image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/7704e072-c129-4494-8dcb-27aa639962ca.jpg] 

 
Countless pastors, teachers, and students have pored over the best-selling Be series---and now these insightful studies are available in one complete set for a spectacular price! From Genesis to Revelation, Wiersbe unpacks the meaning and message of Scripture with a skilled exposition that remains ever-mindful of practical application. 

 
A Great Addition to any Library 
 
You can add these awesome Bible Commentaries to your personal collection, give them as a gift to someone or your church or even your pastor. Most importantly, you will be helping to support this ministry! We have set up a special section on our donations page to enter this donation-drawing, please use the link below:

 
 
 http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 
You can also mail in your donation-drawing entry to:
Prophecy Update, PO Box 40516, Bakersfield, CA 93384 
, please mark your entry for Commentary Drawing, thanks!
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Nearing Midnight: The Republicans Are Also at Their Worst - Todd Strandberg - http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
 
There is no doubt in my mind that Barack Obama is the worst president in the history of the United States. Other presidents may have their problems, but Obama seems to have caused damage in all areas that matter the most. Here is a short list: 
 
1. Obama's inaction on foreign policy has made the world is more dangerous place. 
 
2. Race relations have been setback on his watch. 
 
3. Obama has shredded the Constitution by issuing executive orders that go beyond his authority. 
 
4. By adding $7 trillion to the national debt, Obama has put our nation on the road to bankruptcy. 
 
I'm not just opposed to Obama because I'm a conservative Christian. There once was a time when we had an obvious choice between Republicans and Democrats. Today, it seems we're forced to choose between the lesser of two evils. As far as the Republican leadership goes, I've never seen a time when they have been so utterly negligent in their duties. 
 
House Speaker John Boehner and Senate Leader Mitch McConnell have a sizable majority in both chambers of Congress, and yet they have made little progress on our nation's key problems. The 112th and 113th Congress has set the record for the least productive in modern history. 
 
Our government is so dysfunctional that it doesn't even have a working budget for the current fiscal year. You may remember the federal shutdown of a couple years back. Republicans and Democrats finally agreed to a short-term budget, and when that ran out they decided to just pull the plug on spending limits. (Congress keeps the government going by passing a series of resolutions.) 
 
In recent days, we've had the most glaring examples of the Republican's mismanagement. For some reason that is totally dumbfounding, they have decided to give President Obama a blank check on foreign policy and trade. The House and Senate passed a bill that promised oversight of an Iranian nuclear deal, but in actuality, it created a requirement for a two-thirds vote in each chamber to override an Obama veto. 
 
Republicans have also voted to give Obama a free hand in the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade negotiations. If Obama comes up with a pack that is bad for America, Republicans would be powerless to stop it because, again, a two-thirds vote would be needed to override a veto. Ironically, some Democrats fearing other countries would cheat on the deal tried to delay the bill but the Republican leadership pushed it through. 
 
Another shortcoming of the Republican Congress is the failure to place any check on the president's authority to use military might. After Obama ordered airstrikes in Iraq and Syria against Islamic militants, lawmakers complained that he was operating outside his authority. Since the Republican leadership is unwilling to craft new authorization for the use of military force, Obama is able to use the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks as a precedent to grab power from Congress. 
 
I am also mystified at how timid Republicans are when it comes to dealing with the liberal media. The most embarrassing moment occurred with Ted Cruz; a Cuban-American candidate for the presidency. He was on Bloomberg News, being interviewed by MSNBC contributor Mark Halperin, and suddenly the interview turned into a prove-your-ethnicity contest. Cruz was asked questions based on ethnic stereotypes. 
 
The reporter asked: "What's your favorite dish?" and "Do you like Cuban music or do you have a favorite Cuban singer?" The worst part was when he asked Cruz to welcome Vermont Independent Sen. Bernie Sanders to the presidential campaign in "Espanol." 
 
At that point, Cruz politely said he would stick to English. If the questions had continued, Halperin would have probably asked Cruz to play the conga drums like Desi Arnaz while dancing the salsa. Imagine it's 2007 and Halperin is interviewing then Sen. Barack Obama: "Tell me senator, which is your favorite; fried chicken, watermelon or malt liquor?" 
 
It's a safe bet that Halperin would be fortunate to have a job today as a Wal-Mart greeter. 
 
Another dumb move by the Republicans was the revelation that George Stephanopoulos was set to be the moderator of the 2016 Republican presidential debate. This guy was Bill Clinton's White House Communications Director and then, Senior Advisor for Policy and Strategy. The matter of Mr. Stephanopoulos giving $75,000 to the Clinton family's foundation appears to have been enough to call for a new moderator. If not, George's first question would probably have been: "Don't you guys think that Hilary Clinton would make a great president?" 
 
I can only sight the hand of Satan as the reason why the Republicans have become so ineffective; the ones on the side of truth typically want to be everyone's friend. When you're on a battlefield, there is no time for niceties. The enemy will uses every dirty tactic in the book to gain an advantage. Unless a new political movement comes along or there is something that shocks Republicans back to reality, I see our nation headed for total disaster. 
 
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8). 
 
"Trust the Lord your God with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight" (Proverbs 3:5-6).
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The Elite Have a Great Fear of Death - By Michael Snyder - http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/the-elite-have-a-great-fear-of-death
 
 
If there is one thing that the elite of the world fear more than anything else, it is death.  They spend an extraordinary amount of time and energy attempting to shield themselves from potential threats, to separate themselves from the general population and to do whatever they can to extend their lifespans.  They travel with multiple bodyguards, they install "safe rooms" in their homes, they buy private islands on the other side of the world and they invest huge amounts of money into life extension technologies and research.  They do all of these things in a desperate attempt to battle an enemy that they have never been able to defeat - death.  And in this day and age, the elite are becoming more paranoid than ever.  They know that as the gap between the wealthy and the poor has exploded that they have become bigger targets than ever.  So firms that provide private security, "safe rooms" and high tech "security bunkers" for the elite are doing a booming business these days.  Many of the elite live in constant fear and absolutely crave security, and they are willing to pay big bucks to get it.
 
On Monday, the New York Times ran an article entitled "Still Secret and Secure, Safe Rooms Now Hide in Plain Sight" which discussed how "safe rooms" are becoming much more common among the elite living in New York City...
 
For centuries, the best way for the wealthy to feel protected, or at least give the impression, was from behind a moat, a gate or an army. Such options are impractical in Manhattan, even for those who can afford them, yet a number of these property owners are finding ways to feel safe even in the event of a home invasion. When an alarm or a doorman is not enough, advances in designs and materials have made it possible to enjoy the safety of Fort Knox amid the comfort of a Four Seasons suite.
 
"The world is a very scary place right now, especially for people of means; they feel cornered and threatened," said Tom Gaffney, the president of Gaffco Ballistics, which has installed a number of safe rooms around New York City. "When you have so much to lose, and you can afford to, you put a premium on your safety."
 
Most Americans tend to view the elite as people that have it all together.  But that is not really the case.  Most of them spend much of their time living in fear.  Sometimes the threats are real, and sometimes the threats are imagined.
 
And as anger toward "the one percent" has surged in recent years, so has the fear of the ultra-wealthy.  In fact, many of them have gone so far as to purchase "survival properties" and "bug out locations" on the other side of the planet.  If you do not believe this, just consider what the president of the Institute of New Economic Thinking, Robert Johnson, told a packed audience in Davos, Switzerland...
 
With growing inequality and the civil unrest from Ferguson and the Occupy protests fresh in people's mind, the world's super rich are already preparing for the consequences. At a packed session in Davos, former hedge fund director Robert Johnson revealed that worried hedge fund managers were already planning their escapes. "I know hedge fund managers all over the world who are buying airstrips and farms in places like New Zealand because they think they need a getaway," he said.
 
But even if the elite are able to shield themselves from the rest of us for their entire lives, they know that eventually the aging process is going to catch up with them and they are going to die.  Despite all of their wealth and influence, death is something that they cannot escape.
 
That is why the elite have always been obsessed with the latest medical technologies.  Anything that can extend their time in this world is greatly desired by them.
 
And now, thanks to the massive technological explosion that we have seen in recent years, many of them hope that new radical life extension technologies will enable them to live far longer than humans have been able to live before.  The elite are pouring hundreds of millions of dollars into these kinds of technologies, and many of them seem quite promising.  The following is an excerpt from an article about these new technologies that appeared in the Week...
 
The entrepreneurs are driven by a certitude that rebuilding, regenerating, and reprogramming patients' organs, limbs, cells, and DNA will enable people to live longer and better. The work they are funding includes hunting for the secrets of living organisms with insanely long lives; engineering microscopic nanobots that can fix your body from the inside out; figuring out how to reprogram the DNA you were born with; and exploring ways to digitize your brain based on the theory that your mind could live long after your body expires.
 
That sounds like stuff you would find in a science fiction movie.
 
But it doesn't stop there.  Many among the elite believe that the "transhumanism" movement will eventually allow them to completely merge with technology and essentially become part-human/part-machine cyborgs which will have indefinite lifespans.  This may sound quite bizarre to you, but there are lots and lots of scientists that take this stuff extremely seriously.  For example, the following is an excerpt from an article that appeared just this week in the Telegraph...
 
Wealthy humans are likely to become cyborgs within 200 years as they gradually merge with technology like computers and smart phones, a historian has claimed.
 
Yuval Noah Harari, a professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, said the amalgamation of man and machine will be the 'biggest evolution in biology' since the emergence of life four billion years ago.
 
Prof Harari, who has written a landmark book charting the history of humanity, said mankind would evolve to become like gods with the power over death, and be as different from humans of today as we are from chimpanzees.
 
He argued that humans as a race were driven by dissatisfaction and that we would not be able to resist the temptation to 'upgrade' ourselves, whether by genetic engineering or technology.
 
Wow.
 
So these "transhumans" will become as different from us as we are from chimpanzees?
 
And this technology will only be for the wealthy?
 
When I first read that, it reminded me of this quote from Charles Darwin: "At some future period, not very distant as measured by centuries, the civilised races of man will almost certainly exterminate and replace throughout the world the savage races. At the same time the anthropomorphous apes, as Professor Schaaffhausen has remarked, will no doubt be exterminated. The break will then be rendered wider, for it will intervene between man in a more civilised state as we may hope, than the Caucasian and some ape as low as a baboon, instead of as at present between the negro or Australian and the gorilla."
 
This is how the elite of the world have always approached things.  They see themselves as the very top of the pyramid.  In fact, once technology has advanced far enough they believe that they won't even need any "god" anymore because they will be "gods" that can live indefinitely.  Just consider the words of Professor Harari...
 
"But what we see in the last few centuries is humans becoming more powerful and they no longer need the crutches of the Gods. Now we are saying we do not need God just technology."
 
Others in the transhumanist movement hold similar views.  The following is a quote from a prominent transhumanist named Mark Pesce that I included in a previous article...
 
"Men die, planets die, even stars die. We know all this. Because we know it, we seek something more-a transcendence of transience, translation to incorruptible form. An escape if you will, a stop to the wheel. We seek, therefore, to bless ourselves with perfect knowledge and perfect will; To become as gods, take the universe in hand, and transform it in our image-for our own delight. As it is on Earth, so it shall be in the heavens. The inevitable result of incredible improbability, the arrow of evolution is lipping us into the transhuman - an apotheosis to reason, salvation - attained by good works."
 
So what about the rest of us?
 
Well, the truth is that the elite certainly do not intend for all of us to live indefinitely.  In fact, most of them are absolutely convinced that there are far too many people living on the planet already.  This is something that I covered in my previous article entitled "46 Population Control Quotes That Show How Badly The Elite Want To Wipe Us All Out".  If everyone was allowed to radically extend their lifespans, that would make our "overpopulation" problem far worse according to them.  So no, the amazing new technologies talked about in this article won't be for the rest of us.  It will only be for those among the elite with lots and lots of money.
 
The global elite look forward to a glorious new age in which the population of the planet will be stabilized around 500 million people (which represents a more than 90 percent reduction from today).  They believe that new technologies will usher in a time when poverty, disease and sickness will be eradicated and when people will be able to live indefinitely.  It will be a world shaped and molded by them, and there will be no more war or conflict.  Instead, everyone will share the same common values and the same common goals.  They believe that it will literally be "heaven on earth" and the elite will not need any "gods" because they will be gods.
 
So will the elite ever achieve their version of utopia?
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The prophetic world they created--Libs in hiding - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
The New York Times reports that many wealthy people are now putting "panic rooms" in their houses in case of a "home invasion." Interviewed were several former politicians, actors and actresses, all liberals. Welcome to the world they created. Now they are cowering in it, afraid to embrace the fallen world informed by the poor morals, failed politics and outright anti-God concepts they have helped to foment. One of the people who builds these bullet proof bunkers for hundreds of thousands of dollars says, "The world is a very scary place right now, especially for people of means; they feel cornered and threatened. When you have so much to lose, and you can afford to, you put a premium on your safety."
 
It probably doesn't occur to them that all their leftist ideals from abortion to same sex marriage to gun control to global warming to illegal immigration to glorification of violence in movies and television to the covetousness of heavy taxation to taking God out of the public square to non-gender bathrooms to, well whatever...you get the point--all this contributes to pushing the world toward a dark place. Actor Robert Redford said in a commencement speech at Maine's Colby College: "You're stepping into a world that's, well, pretty rough. It's pretty chaotic, pretty divisive. You've got climate change, you've got debt, you've got wars, you've got political paralysis. It's kind of a grim story." Captain Obvious or Major Obliviousness?
 
It's kind of like the "president" saying that the best way to stop street violence associated with poverty is through jobs. Yet his policies have not only driven a record number of people out of the workforce, but also have caused a record number to go on welfare. Another example is how liberals want strict enforcement of sexual harassment laws, yet they promote sex without consequences beginning in elementary school. They demand equal pay for equal work, yet women on their own staffs are paid far less than men doing the same jobs. It seems with these people that good intentions account for more than effective actions. And their actions have the opposite impact. Big hat, no cattle.
 
2 Timothy 3 is a prophecy about the fallen world in the latter days. Verse 1 says, "...in the last days perilous times shall come." The Apostle Paul goes on to list all the perils and they pretty well match the world in which we live. While others may hide from the perils they helped advance, we have a better way. Verses 14-17 advise: "But continue thou in the things which you have learned and have been assured of, knowing of whom you have learned them; and that from a child you have known the holy scriptures, which are able to make you wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." Let your light so shine!
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Daily Devotion: From Friction to Conversion - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword." -Matthew 10:34
 
Some believers might be reluctant to tell their friends about Christ because they are afraid it will cause friction in, or even terminate, the relationship. But it just may be that very tension, that very friction, which produces conversion in the life of that individual. If you are always trying to be cool and get along with everyone, and if you never stand your ground or speak up for your faith, then you will reach no one.
 
Jesus said, "Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household' " (Matthew 10:34-36).
 
"Wait," some might say. "That is in the Bible? I thought Jesus was loving."
 
Yes, He is. He loves us so much that He will confront us in our sin. Sometimes when one member of a family becomes a Christian, friction develops. There are problems. That person has changed the whole dynamic of the family. It was always about drinking and the dirty jokes. Then all of a sudden, there you are, not laughing at the jokes. There you are, Mr. I-Want-to-Pray-before-the-Meal. There are some family members who think it isn't a good thing that you became a Christian because it has created friction. What a party pooper, man. Oh brother!
 
But that friction is a result of the conviction of sin. A light just came into a dark place. Now, that little bit of friction can create conversation. And that conversation in the lives of some brings conversion.
 
Sometimes before there can be ultimate unity, there has to be a temporary division.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Sleeping With Fishes - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8057
 
I woke up this morning and started reading through the book of Romans and surprisingly, some things popped out at me that I hadn't considered before.  The first of which, is that Paul, a former Pharisee (and a well learned one at that), was writing WAY over the heads of his readers.  Keep in mind who his physical audience was, first century Gentiles.  Now, was that Paul or was that the Holy Spirit speaking?  It was the Holy Spirit speaking through Paul to convey the heart of God to man.
 
Paul, here is deep-diving into heavy, theological aspects of accountability, imputation, salvation, sanctification, wrath, and various other topics all in the first five chapters, most likely to an audience that may or may not have been literate.  Who may or may not have that deep a knowledge of Jewish history and customs.  Who do not have the rest of the New Testament to balance their understanding against. 
 
So I began asking myself why?  Why would God the Spirit move Paul to write such heavy theological topics to an audience that he was speaking way over their heads to?  I believe, first and foremost, that since it is the Spirit who gave Paul the words to say, the Spirit also gives understanding to those who would hear.  But that understanding is not universally delved out to everyone equally...
 
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. 2:14
 
Even those who are born again Christians, vary in their understandings of Christian doctrines...hence the numerous branches and denominations.  It is the understanding first, which in my biblical estimation, divides the believers into various groups and into various areas of focus.  After the understanding, then comes the gifts of expounding on that understanding.  For some it is teaching, others preaching, others writing, others singing or making music.  For others it is service, or providing.  Still others it is expressed through their chosen professions.  There are so many variations to this, truly there is not enough categories to try and classify them all.  And while the method of delivery may vary, the message should remain relatively the same, which boiled down to its essence is...
 
...that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  Romans 10:9-13
 
Now, if your ministry or gift doesn't drive you to express this point repeatedly and often, then I would question first, your calling, then your motivations, and lastly your end state.  The Gospel should be the core of whatever we do.  If it's not, ask yourself, "What am I trying to achieve?"  Everything we do, whether that is preaching, teaching, serving the elderly or poor, everything, should be so that we open up opportunities to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with a lost and dying world.  Feeding and caring for the poor is a very great and noble thing.  But if we are simply feeding the belly and ignoring the soul, we are doing those people a great injustice.  You are simply postponing by seconds and minutes, eternal torment and wrath.  Would it not be better to save the soul, then the body?
 
Or perhaps your ministry calls you to stand in front of groups for teaching or preaching.  Do you crave the platform more than the message?  Do you think your voice carries more weight than any others?  As Jack mentioned by way of Dave Hunt,
 
There was once a donkey in a stable who was hired out for a day job. When he returned to the stable, the other donkeys asked him how his day went.
 
Our donkey was ecstatic; "It was an amazing day! Crowds lined the streets to see me. They threw palm fronds at my feet, while hailing me as a son of David."
 
Our donkey paused a moment before saying; "Y'know, I think they are gonna crown me King!"
 
The moral of the story, of course, is to not confuse the messenger with the Message.  Like a good donkey, our job is to carry the Message where we are directed to take it, and to remember that the cheers and accolades are for the Message, not the donkey.
 
Jack Kinsella, Donkey's in Dallas
 
If you are called to teach, you will know it, because there will come a time when the Spirit calls you to speak things that are not popular.  In fact, they may be downright repulsive to our modern culture in our day and age.  Will you ignore that still small voice in your head, or will you teach what you are led to teach, regardless of what it does to your audience?  The one thing the Bible never says, is that being salt and light is easy.  If you think I'm lying, see if Rick Warren or Joel Osteen ever teach through Revelation 1-3.
 
Sometimes, I am mistaken for a chaplain or a pastor, or even a seminary graduate, based simply on what I teach on or write about.  For the record, I am not, nor have I attended.  I neither use that as a point of bragging, or as a point of self-admonishment...I am simply one Christian man, who got serious about God a few years ago.  (Seven years in fact)  Everything I know was first and foremost, the answer to a prayer I prayed at the beginning of that seven years.  I prayed, "Lord, give me a hunger for Your Word, and understanding of what I am reading".  The Lord generously gave me both.  Prior to that, I was the kind of fella who couldn't read a chapter without getting sleepy.  I was a 33 year old spiritual infant, who having received the saving Grace of our Lord at the young age of six, spent the rest of my childhood and early adulthood, either running from God, or actively resisting His calling for my life.  I was a Jonah.  If you aren't familiar with Jonah, I encourage you to read the four chapter book.  It starts with... 
 
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me." But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.  Jonah 1:1-3
 
So at the ripe old age of 33, God shook the slumber out of my spiritual life, and brought about events in my life, that would force me to make a decision.  I felt very much akin to being thrown overboard and swallowed by a great fish.  And it was in the belly that God put to me what I thought, my final decision...either get busy living, or get busy dying.  And even in that decision, I thank God that He gave me the wisdom in choosing the former over the latter.  My faith, of which I have zero doubt was genuine from childhood, had become lukewarm and stagnant.  The reason I am so sure, is that because a person who is truly born again, and still tries to live in the world, will be miserable, because he/she is denying themselves their true nature.  Just like a person who is pretending to be a Christian, will likewise find no true peace in that, a believer living like the world, will find no happiness.  You truly either are one, or the other...you can't be both. (Matthew 6:24)
 
So, lathered in ignorance, which caused me to remain lukewarm in my faith, I languished.  And in my lukewarmness, I knew I wasn't what God intended me to be, but I didn't know how to change that.  I liked sin, and apparently, was very good at it.  But let's get real here, God knows us better than we know ourselves.  He knew what the right triggers for me would be and that I longed for understanding and wisdom.  He knew once He lit that fire, it would consume me and I would never be satisfied, until the Day of my Redemption, either through death, or by way of Rapture.  And since then, my journey has been a remarkable one.  Now, I still sin, because my body is still flesh, as long as I am in this body, it will want to sin.  But what I understand now is that my righteousness, even at my best, will never be good enough to warrant God's mercy.  Even Paul struggled with sin...
 
For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. Romans 7:15-18
 
Furthermore, the Apostle John writes in 1 John 1:8 that everyone sins and those who say they have no sin are liars. (Which is a sin.)  I have come to understand by way of Scripture, and the Holy Spirit, is that I can't in my own strength, make myself righteous before God.  In fact, no one can.  For me, that was somewhat liberating.  Because now, I am not trying to measure up against anyone, because we are all flawed and broken toys.
 
My righteousness before God, doesn't come from me at all.  It comes from Christ.  And because I placed my faith in Him, and what He did on Calvary's Cross, in His death, burial, and resurrection, I have attained the righteousness of God, not by my own merits, but by the God-Man, Jesus Christ.  He is the bridge between God and Man.  The mediator if you will.  He bridged the uncross-able gap between God's unapproachable holiness, and our flawed sinfulness.  He is to us, what Boaz was to Ruth...our Kinsman Redeemer.  God had to become a man, in order to redeem mankind unto Himself.  There simply was no other way and maintain the free-will that He gave us.
 
In in this understanding, I realized that my salvation and new nature, weren't burdens that I had to try and maintain.  The work was already done.  Yes, I am a 'donkey', but my yoke is easy and my burden is light. (Matt. 11:28-30)  Understanding that, which comes through reading and understanding Scripture has made all the difference in the world to my life.  So while the Holy Spirit gave me a renewed hunger for His word, and understanding...simultaneously, it was liberating me from what I thought was rigorous set of rules of do's and don'ts.  I realized this was a relationship, one in which I very much wanted to improve.
 
This journey was no longer about my salvation but about my sanctification.   It was about finally maturing in my faith, and becoming a 'donkey' that could be used, rather than just being a stubborn ass, wandering off in my own directions.  I realized that God had a plan for my life that was immeasurably far greater than any I could have set for myself...and there is much peace in knowing that.
 
So if you're a believer, and you've spent a lot of time sleeping with fishes, as I once was, I encourage you, to get your heart right with the Lord.  Confess your sins, ask Him to fill what is lacking in your walk, and I promise you, He will give you much more than you could ever imagine.  (Matthew 7:8)
 
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  Romans 8:28-30
 



	
 
[image: Gray]

If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
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Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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