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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Cabinet unanimously okays Liberman as defense minister
1. Netanyahu accepts Bennett's cabinet reform demand, ending coalition crisis
1. Israel media: Police recommend indicting Netanyahu's wife for fraud
1. Israel Thanks Russia for Returning Tank From 1982 War
1. Leviathan signs $3b. deal to power planned electric plant in Be'er Tuviya 
1. J'lem-bus-bombing terror cell arrested
1. Thousands of Israelis to simulate evacuation in preparation for war
1. Bernie Sanders says America must understand the needs of the Palestinians 
1. King of Jordan dissolves parliament, appoints new PM
1. Fiji pulls some peacekeepers from Egypt amid security fears
1. Chief negotiator of Syrian peace truce quits over failed talks
1. Isil launches Syria assault, achieving biggest advance along Turkish border for two years
1. Kurdish forces in big push against Islamic State in Iraq and Syria 
1. Bombings in and around Baghdad kill at least 20 people
1. European migrant crisis: Shipwrecks 'kill up to 700 migrants'
1. Fighting in central Yemen kills 69 
1. Pakistan: DNA test confirms Taliban head's death
1. Iranian pilgrims won't attend hajj amid row with Saudi Arabia
1. Iran accuses Saudi Arabia of 'blocking path to Allah' for pilgrims
1. Iran nuke deal drove Trump to run for president, son says
1. Obama Administration and UN Announce Global Police Force to Fight 'Extremism' In U.S.
1. Governments Turn to Commercial Spyware to Intimidate Dissidents
1. Someone's trying to gut America's strongest biometric privacy law 
1. The only continent with weaker economic growth than Europe is Antarctica
1. Another Real Estate Crash Looms: Sam Zell Dumps Holdings, Warns "The Fed's Deferred Reality For Too Long"
1. 5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Raoul Island, New Zealand
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge
1. 5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Saumlaki, Indonesia
1. UN to Trump: Climate deal is critical to saving planet
1. Australia removed from UN climate report over tourism fears
1. Russian activists struggle to raise HIV awareness as epidemic grows
1. Jewish dating site to match gay men with lesbians who want to have a 'traditional' Jewish household with somebody of the opposite sex
1. 2 killed, 6 wounded, including 2 officers, in wild shooting in Houston
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Armageddon It  
1. Israelis Prepare for Massive Rocket, Missile Attacks in "Emergency Preparedness Week" 
1. Israel Watch: Compassionate Conservatism 
1. Iraqi army storms to edge of Islamic State-held Falluja as fresh bombings hit Baghdad  
1. The Last Generation 
1. Dozens Shot Over Memorial Day Weekend as The Collapse of Chicago Accelerates  
1. Daily Devotion: The Rule of the Kingdom 
1. In Memorial 
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Armageddon It - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8248
 
As the beloved, late Jack Kelley was often fond of saying, "I think people should get raptured according to their eschatological view".   Seems only fitting after all...at least the 'post-toasties' who think they can weather the storm of the 70th Week with an underground bunker and some survival gear can get their money's worth.  But I fear my prayers for eschatological-justice will most likely proceed no higher than my ceiling.  And much to their chagrin, all these vehemently anti-Pre-Trib Christian's are just going to have to settle for being Raptured prior to the start of the Tribulation, whether they like it or not.
 
I don't get what the attraction to this view is.  That goes for Pre-Wrath and Mid Trib views as well.  Any view that places the Church inside the seven year period known as Daniel's 70th Week, has some major eschatological and ecclesiological issues.  Jesus stated that this period of time would be the most horrifying in all of human history, (Matt. 24:21-22) and we have huge swaths of Christians today who think we are either already in it (but they can't say for sure when it started), or they think we have to go through it (because we deserve it).  The good thing about our God is that He is merciful beyond any human definitions of the word.  If we all got what we truly deserved, we'd all be doing head stands in the lake of fire.
 
Look, Pete Garcia didn't invent the Pre-Tribulation Rapture.  Jack Kinsella didn't invent the Rapture.  Hal Lindsey didn't invent the Rapture.  John Nelson Darby didn't invent the Rapture.  The Apostle Paul didn't even invent it.  God put that on Paul's heart to unveil this mystery that even was hidden from the disciples when they walked with Christ.  To believe that the Rapture was just a sly deception put on by Paul, is tantamount to saying his epistles aren't part of Holy Writ or else we deny divine inspiration.  Peter stated that what Paul wrote, was in fact scripture (2 Peter 3:14-16)...so if Paul was wrong, then so was Peter.  You can see how this unravels from here.
 
But we had pictures (and types) of this in the OT and NT with the likes of Enoch, Elijah, Jesus, Paul, and John, who all experienced their own supernatural catching up.  Examples of being supernaturally transported from one place to another would be with both Ezekiel and Philip.  All of that to say this...that it is an undisputed fact that God has easily and repeatedly demonstrated His ability to supernaturally move people from one place to another.
 
One thing I don't understand, are churches who don't teach on a Rapture event at all.  Either they're amillennial, post-millennial, or indifferent either way.  If a church purports to be a Christian one, then their belief has to be rooted in something correct?  If it is God, then God has to be the Creator, and outside the boundaries of His own creation in order to both create it, and manage its affairs.  If that is the case, and God spoke the universe and all therein into existence, then why is it so hard to believe He can also retrieve both the living and the dead in a moment of time?  Why is the Creation, the Flood, and the parting of the Red Sea...believable events, yet somehow the Rapture of the Church falls outside the realm of possibility?  It would seem to me, that these people put God Almighty, in a mighty small box.
 
The Cripplegate recently released an article that I thought, was spot on.  The author listened and compared 12 different preachers teach on Revelation chapter 6.  Six of the preachers were amillennial, and six were premillennial and the difference between the two frankly, was startling.  I would encourage anyone reading this, to read that before continuing on with this.  Its ok, I'll wait....
 
Assessment
 
Ok, so you've read it, and like me, see the glaring issues people have, when they stray from the straight up, literal (not woodenly literal) approach to letting scripture speak for itself.  When you stray from what the scripture actually says, you have to go into creative-mode to start filling in what you want the text to say...which is highly subjective.  This kind of interpretive approach is also called 'eisegesis' (reading into a text a meaning), and it by far has had the most far-reaching and damaging effects not only upon eschatology but on the unity of the Church.  For instance;
 
-Imagine a business where everyone was allowed to interpret the rules of operation in their own way.  How long would that business stay open?
 
-Imagine a hospital where the healthcare providers and doctors, all got to interpret standard medical procedures in their own way.  How long before someone was killed or maimed?
 
The answer to both is, not very.
 
Point being is that if we ran our society as we interpreted our Bibles, we'd quickly get to the point where everyone did what was right in their own eyes.  There's another name for it, and it is called anarchy.  So what we wouldn't tolerate from a hospital or a business, we seemingly make little fuss over with what we believe God's word says.  This has allowed for the fracturing and splintering of the Protestant churches.
 
The opposite of eisegesis, is known as 'exegesis', where the reader pulls from the text what it actually says.  The reader could then cross-reference their understanding of that passage with other passages that may be related.  While not bringing every believer utilizing this in perfect harmony with each other, it considerably allows for greater harmony and consistency of interpretation.   In other words, were all Christians to take a historical-grammatical-literal reading of the scriptures, there would be far fewer denominations and confusion over major doctrines.
 
So why do so many well-meaning Christians have such divergent views on the Bible?  Well, I can tell you with 100% certainty that it's not the Bible's fault, but rather men's interpretation of the Bible.  This has a lot to do with our translations and understandings of the ancient languages.  There are also things like 'agendas' and 'biases' that have been particularly effective in distorting particular doctrines such as eschatology.  But the real question is, why would people even want to change the true meaning of the text?
 
I think at the root of it, is that people are inherently sinful (no brainer there).  Furthermore, when you put sinful men and women in positions of power and authority, it more often than not, corrupts them even more and they begin focusing more on building up their little kingdoms in the here and now, and focusing less on the Kingdom to come. Take for instance, the Roman Catholic Church system.
 
The RCC dominated Christendom for the better part of a thousand years from the 6th-16th centuries.  Roman Catholicism espoused an eschatological belief that the millennial kingdom was not really a 1,000 years, but was figuratively speaking of the eternal and ongoing reign of Christ...IN heaven.  They got these views from a North African theologian named Augustine in the 4th century, who initially taught that a physical reign of Christ on the earth was far too carnal to be taken literally. 
 
True to his Greco-Roman philosophical upbringing, Augustine looked for a deeper meaning beyond the plain meaning of Revelation 20 and other passages which speak of Christ ruling and reigning on the earth and through the use of allegorizing the text (eisegesis), he taught that the millennial reign was an ongoing spiritual one. He got a lot of his ideas from a 3rd century teacher named Origen, who was credited with being the first Christian theologian to begin seriously allegorizing scripture. 
 
But if Christ was busy ruling in heaven, then Christ would "need" a man here on the earth to be His representative (according to their logic)...hence the title 'vicar' (think vicariously) of Christ was given to the Roman Catholic Pope.  The pope was supposedly from the line of ascendency from the Apostles and was supposed to be the sole representative of Christ here on the earth.  If the pope is sitting on his papal throne, he is said to speak 'ex-cathedra', which means his words and statements are to be "infallible" and presumably from the mouth of God Himself.  Given the historical flip-flopping and anti-Christian nature of more than a few 'papal-bulls', we know that they aren't scriptural, and they weren't from God.  From the RCC we also got the atrocities from the Crusades and the Inquisition, and the profiteering from Indulgences for purgatory.
 
The Protestant Reformers, although making a well-deserved and long overdue departure from the RCC in the 16th century, didn't go far enough in righting the wrongs of the interpretative-distortions that had polluted much of Christendom.  Although they got things like salvation right (soteriology), they neglected reforming other key doctrinal areas like ecclesiology (study of the Church) and eschatology (study of last things), thus carried over some of the same theological baggage from the RCC they had long sought to escape from.  And while having the correct eschatology isn't necessarily essential to one's salvation, uncorrected error begets more error. 
 
For instance, if you were a 17th century Lutheran, and you remained an Amillennialist, you would likely not see a distinction between the Church and Israel.  At that time, Israel was not a nation again, so the likelihood of a national Israel seemed about as likely to happen, as Atlantis rising from the deep and taking her place amongst the nations again.  But if you ignored the distinctions between the two, you either believed the Church superseded Israel, or replaced them altogether as God's chosen.   Out of this error, stems Supersessionism and Replacement Theology.  And while not creating the Nazi propaganda, it certainly augmented the flawed logic behind it with the weight of historical gravitas from the likes of Martin Luther and others who grew to hate the Jews.  Error begets error.
 
The rise of Dispensational thought in the 1800's has been accused of many things as of late by critics who equate its explosion onto the scene with the same sentiments they have for the development of aberrant views such as Mormonism and Jehovah Witness movements.  Yet, despite all their cantankerous rancor, all Dispensationalism really is, is a return to the literal, grammatical, historical interpretation without the overlaying of Protestant creeds and traditions (still wet with Catholicism).  In so doing, Dispensationalist simply make note of the differing stages man has undergone while serving under an unchanging, and eternal God.  Where progressive revelation was the driving force for the writing of Scripture, progressive illumination was the driving force for properly understanding said scripture in light of the totality of scripture and the unfolding of time.
 
"But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase."  Daniel 12:4
 
Conclusion
 
Although the Bible has undergone numerous translational transitions (from Hebrew to Greek, Greek to Latin, Latin to German, English, Spanish, etc.) the original languages...Hebrew and Greek, have remained the bedrock of the standard we measure our interpretations from.  While not the most captivating aspect of our Christian theology to analyze, hermeneutics (how we interpret the Bible) certainly has the widest and most profound reach in how we understand our faith.  Abuses of hermeneutics led to the Dark Ages.  It also led to the rising of divisions, schisms, cults, and other aberrant views that have permeated the last two thousand years of Christendom.
 
It is this very reason, that Christ told his disciples that "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. (John 16:12-13)  The Holy Spirit will guide us if we ask earnestly, and He will lead us into all truth.  That truth, is not subject to our own private interpretations (2 Peter 1:20), but only that of God the Holy Spirit.  Since God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33), but the author of communication, He has deemed the scriptures as His manner of communicating to us.  We have neither the authority, nor the knowledge to begin inserting our own interpretations into what God has clearly laid out for us.  If God had intended for each of us to cherry pick, wildly speculate, and allegorize His word, He wouldn't have given us the scriptures we have, but something more akin to Nostradamus's confusing Quatrains.
 
The Golden Rule of Interpretation
 
When the plain sense of scripture 
makes common sense, seek no other sense;
therefore, take every word 
at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning 
unless the facts of the immediate context, 
studied in the light of related passages
and axiomatic and fundamental truths, 
indicate clearly otherwise.  D.L. Cooper
 
Thus, the standard Christian's must hold to in these waning moments of human history, is that the Bible is inerrant in all its themes and doctrines.  It is inconsistent (dare I say double-minded) to say that the doctrine of salvation can be taken at face value, but eschatology cannot.  When Jesus said "I am the door", (John 10:9) Christ was using symbolism to convey that He alone, was the entrance to salvation.  How then do people struggle when Christ is said to have a 'double-edged' sword proceeding from His mouth upon His return...when Scripture tells us that Word of God is sharper than any double edged sword? (Hebrews 4:12-13)
 
The abuses of interpretation today by a growing majority of so-called "Evangelical" churches, who are promoting post-modernism, human secularism, political correctness, or other liberalistic ideologies, and so many others are intent on redefining God's word to fit a culture who is in rapid decline.  Their version of the Bible is about as accurate as the butchering of biblical stories by Hollywood because they lack the Holy Spirit who gives understanding of our supernatural and divinely inspired Holy Bible. 
 
In their eyes, Noah was no more than an environmentalist; Moses was just a military leader; Jesus was just a good man secretly married to Mary Magdalene, the Bible is just another 'holy book' to be placed on the shelf next to the Koran and Hindu Vedas, and Armageddon is just an earth-killing asteroid.  They are the blind leading the blind, and it is growing worse by the day.
 
And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:
 
'Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not perceive;
15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should heal them.' Matthew 13:14-15
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Israelis Prepare for Massive Rocket, Missile Attacks in "Emergency Preparedness Week" - By Ahuva Balofsky - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/68714/emergency-authority-pushes-israelis-to-ready-for-attacks-on-the-homefront-05-16/#GHcOch4D9ej6Umhe.97
 
"Be thou prepared and prepare for thyself thou and all thy company that are assembled unto thee and be thou guarded of them." Ezekiel 38:7 (The Israel Bible™)
 
The Bible teaches its readers to be prepared, and Israel's National Emergency Authority is tasked with making sure that happens. According to a report in the Jerusalem Post, the authority is gearing up for Emergency Preparedness Week, with a goal of improving the country's readiness to face a likely prolonged rocket attack from Hezbollah in the north and Hamas in the south.
 
Authority head Betzalel Treiber said on Friday that the group would be testing responses among all emergency responders and the civilian sector, at both the local and national level, "to potential scenarios that we expect." According to the authority's assessments, the country's current level of overall preparedness is "a little better than average", but certain sectors need improvement.
 
"We have much to do, like raising awareness, preparing plans for the provision of vital services. Whole systems, like welfare and health, are better prepared," Treiber explained. However, "we have gaps in stockpiling goods, particularly in fuels and refined petroleum," he added.
 
Hundreds of representatives from government ministries, local councils, emergency services, water providers, and the Electric Corporation will meet to discuss responses to the anticipated rocket and missile attacks.
 
"This threat forms a very significant challenge to the readiness of the home front, because Hezbollah and Hamas understand that the main target is the country's home front, and the resilience of civilians and national infrastructure," Treiber said.
 
Among the preparations needed is a plan to evacuate large populations from Israel's northern and southern regions quickly and efficiently.  "We understand that, if necessary, we will have to evacuate tens of thousands of people in the South and North. We are cooperating mainly with government ministries and municipal councils."
 
A central focus of the week is enabling a large urban area to function under prolonged fire.
 
A poll conducted by the National Emergency Authority revealed that 14 percent of civilians would want to evacuate their homes in case of a massive missile attack; 67 percent would not go to work; 25 percent would feel safe; only nine percent of parents would send their children to schools; while 92 percent of the public believe they would know what to do in such a situation.
 
Treiber expressed concern regarding the poll results. "There is a problem in the sense of security and safety among people, with an emphasis on the northern border.
 
"We understand that parents have a significant problem [in sending children to school during war]," he acknowledged.
 
The National Emergency Authority is part of the Defense Ministry.
 
On a separate but related note, the IDF Home Front Command announced Saturday night it would be conducting its own drills in the Western Galilee in the coming days. Increased security vehicle traffic is expected, and fireworks and smoke grenades will also be visible during the exercises.
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Israel Watch: Compassionate Conservatism - Jim Fletcher - http://raptureready.com/rap15.html
 
George W. Bush was a wily politician before he ever got to Washington. He knew that running for president in the aftermath of the leftist Clinton Regime would require some deft campaigning. That's when someone came up with the phrase "compassionate conservatism."
 
It was a bid to peel-off some Democrat and Independent votes in the general election, in the hopes that more people would like George.
 
Unfortunately, in my opinion, it also led to conservatives being seen as somewhat soft. Remember, the left is always brutal, relentless, and contemptuous of conservatives.
 
When Bush declared just after 9/11 that Islam is "a religion of peace," it signaled our enemies that we weren't totally serious about waging total war. We are dealing with the fall-out from that to this day.
 
In the pro-Israel world, I have noticed that key voices seem to follow the same path. They believe we can even dialogue with some of our enemies.
 
I noticed this week that Joel Rosenberg tweeted the following:
 
"I'm praying for Palestinian President Abbas' health and strength, especially as he's 81 & signaling to colleagues he may soon step down."
 
I strongly disagree with this approach. But there are a lot of moving parts in the community Rosenberg lives in, namely, the evangelical elites.
 
The bestselling novelist runs in lofty circles. I admit to being fascinated with how he got access to so many top officials on both sides of the Atlantic. I interviewed him once, and he seemed affable, if a bit reserved. Rosenberg is perhaps the top eschatological writer today.
 
Yet I've noticed a tendency on his part to dialogue with people who have troubling theology or contrary political views. I suspect that when one rises to the status Rosenberg has, the Big Tent makes it harder and harder to stand fast on bedrock principles. This is identical to a mega-church pastor who consciously makes a decision to avoid "controversial topics" in the pulpit. He knows he might alienate a significant number of congregants. 
 
And then the cash starts to dry up.
 
Honestly? It infuriates me that Abbas has made it to 81. Many of his victims did not. Does anybody remember he was one of the architects of the '72 Munich murders? 
 
Does anybody still care about that in Christian circles?
 
Why the fawning over such an individual? 
 
According to a 2013 story in Frontpage:
 
"Palestinian Media Watch has reported that the Palestinian Authority, led by Mahmoud Abbas, has honored Palestinian terrorist Ahmad Abu Sukkar, who murdered 15 Israelis and Americans, and wounded 77 others in the Zion Square Refrigerator Bombing on July 4, 1975. Among the dead were American citizen Rivka Ben-Yitzhak and husband Michael, who left behind two small children. Daoud Khoury, an Arab accountant at the King David Hotel, was also murdered.
 
"The PA also gave Abu Sukkar an official military funeral after he died of a heart attack at age 78. His coffin was draped in a Palestinian flag and brought from the hospital to the center of Ramallah in a military vehicle.
 
"In a eulogy, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas stated, 'His pure soul passed on to the kingdom of Heaven during these blessed days in this honored month [Ramadan] after a journey of struggle full of exceptional giving and devoted activity for Palestine.'"
 
What kind of a sick mind glorifies murderers? 
 
I can't understand Rosenberg's bouquet of roses to Abbas. 
 
He isn't the only one who does this.
 
Openly now, whether in "pro-Israel work" or in interfaith dialogue between jihadists and evangelical leaders (a key plank in the Muslim Brotherhood's attempt to infiltrate American Evangelicalism), more and more evangelical leaders are reaching a hand to those who wish us dead.
 
As for pro Israel activists, I can't understand anyone advocating for a "two-state solution" at this time. The Palestinians should be told that only by tangible efforts to eradicate anti-Semitism from their national life can they hope to achieve statehood. It is repulsive to think of rewarding them for murder.
 
Ten years ago, the usual suspects within "evangelicalism" (the ones I call the Christianity Today crowd-"evangelicals" who identify more with the center-left mainline) were advocating for a two-state solution, firing off letters and signatories to Bush. 
 
Today, more traditional evangelicals are doing the same.
 
The left knows where our weaknesses are, and they exploit them. Seeking dialogue with people like Abbas, or Sami Awad, or the Muslim Brotherhood or CAIR operatives weakens us.  
 
A long time ago, the jihadists hatched their plan to overthrow the West. The fight was always going to be hard enough.
 
It's galling that we are tying at least one hand behind our back.
 
Jim1fletcher@yahoo.com 
 
Jim@prophecymatters.com 
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Iraqi army storms to edge of Islamic State-held Falluja as fresh bombings hit Baghdad -  http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/iraqi-army-storms-to-edge-of-islamic-state-held-falluja-as-fresh-bombings-hit-baghdad/ar-BBtDGAf?li=BBnb7Kz
 
The Iraqi army stormed to the southern edge of Falluja under U.S. air support on Monday, launching a direct assault to retake the city from Islamic State (IS) militants and help protect the nearby capital Baghdad from suicide bombings.
 
As government forces pressed their onslaught, a car bomb as well as suicide bombers driving a car and a motorcycle killed more than 20 people and injured over 50 in three districts of Baghdad, police and medical sources said.
 
Bolstered by Iranian-backed Shi'ite Muslim militia, the Iraqi army launched its operation to recover Falluja on May 23, first by tightening a six-month-old siege around the city 50 km (30 miles) west of Baghdad.
 
Falluja in January 2014 became the first Iraqi city to fall to the ultra-radical Sunni Muslim IS, and it subsequently overran wide areas of the north and west of Iraq, declaring a caliphate that included seized territory in neighboring Syria.
 
On Monday, army units advanced to the southern entrance to Falluja, "steadily advancing" under air cover from the U.S.-led coalition, according to a military statement read out on state TV. A Reuters TV crew on the scene said explosions and gunfire were ripping through Falluja's southern Naimiya district.
 
A Shi'ite militia coalition known as Popular Mobilization, or Hashid Shaabi, were seeking to consolidate the siege by dislodging militants from Saqlawiya, a village just to the north of Falluja.
 
The militias have pledged not to take part in the assault on the mainly Sunni Muslim city itself to avoid aggravating sectarian strife.
 
ISLAMIST MILITANT STRONGHOLD
 
Falluja is a bastion of the Sunni insurgency that fought the U.S. occupation of Iraq and the Shi'ite-led Baghdad government that took over after the fall of Iraqi strongman Saddam Hussein, a Sunni, in 2003.
 
The offensive is causing alarm among international aid organization over the humanitarian situation in the city, where more than 50,000 civilians remain trapped with limited access to water, food and health care.
 
Falluja is the second-largest Iraqi city still under control of the militants, after Mosul, their de facto capital in the far north that had a pre-war population of about 2 million.
 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces on Sunday launched an attack to oust Islamist militants from a handful of villages about 20 km (13 miles) east of Mosul so as to increase the pressure on Islamic State and pave the way for storming the city.
 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi hopes to recapture Mosul later this year to deal a decisive defeat to Islamic State.
 
Abadi announced the onslaught on Falluja on May 22 after a spate of bombings that killed more than 150 people in one week in Baghdad, the worst death toll so far this year.
 
Monday's bombings targeted two densely populated Shi'ite districts, Shaab and Sadr City, and one predominantly Sunni suburb, Tarmiya, north of Baghdad.
 
A car bomb in Shaab killed 12 people and injured more than 20, while in Tarmiya seven were killed and about 20 injured by a suicide bomber who pulled up in a car outside a government building guarded by police. In Sadr City, a suicide bomber on a motorcycle killed two people and injured seven.
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We are not endorsing extreme prepping, but we do believe that we should always be prepared! We believe that the Bible teaches that the Church will be removed before the Tribulation begins! We also believe that until that day, we are not exempt from difficult times, and will experience times of trials and tribulations. We never know when our lives might be disrupted by an earthquake, flood, tornado, hurricane, power outage, or any other number of natural disasters, or even in these times, an act of terror! 
 
As an Eagle Scout and a former scoutmaster, the Boy Scout motto of "Be Prepared," has never been more important than in these times in which we live. We believe that every family should be prepared, and have at least a good first-aid kit, food and water for three or four weeks, and other basic supplies necessary for any emergency or disruption that we might incur. We have affiliated ourselves with some of the biggest vendors in the industry to provide you the best preparedness supplies. Please use the link below, thank you!!!

15% Off at WiseFoodStorage.com! Use code SAVE15 (Valid 5/19-5/31)

 
BE PREPARED - CLICK HERE
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	The Rapture is in the Air - Preview



New DVD - Coming Soon! - 
The Rapture is in the Air
 
This exciting new DVD covers why, we believe that the Rapture will happen before the Tribulation and that the Church will not go through the Tribulation. Never before has the pre-trib Rapture view been under such attack as it has been in the last few years. Attackers and naysayers of the pre-trib Rapture have become downright hateful in their attempt to mock and disavow the pre-trib Rapture. Surprisingly much of this hatred, is coming from within the Church itself! 
 
In this DVD, we will show why we believe that the Bible teaches that the Tribulation cannot even start until the Church has been removed. We will also explain what God's wrath is and to whom it is directed at, who's who in the Tribulation, the identity of the Restrainer, and the doctrine of Imminence. All this, and much, much, more! 
 
"The Rapture is in the Air," is based on the recent article written by Pete Garcia of the Omega Letter - www.omegaletter.com  Pete was kind and generous enough to give us permission to do a DVD based on his article. This DVD will be released on 5/31/16* (*subject to change). You can pre-order this exciting new DVD right now, when you pre-order one of our DVD's not only are you making sure that you get your copy when it is first released, you are also helping us to finance the production and off-set some of the expenses that are involved in bringing the DVD to completion.
 
To pre-order your copy or copies, please visit our store, thank you!
 
CLICK HERE
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The Last Generation - By Daymond Duck - http://raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd229.html
   
The last generation of church members will see all of the prophetic signs coming on the scene like birth pains.
 
Few can deny that the pace of natural disasters, the danger Israel faces, the persecution of Christians, the spread of homosexuality, drugs, violence, deceit and lying, wars and rumors of wars, etc. have picked up dramatically. Things have sped up just like the birth pains of an expectant mother.
 
But I want to narrow this down to one broad topic called global governance. There has been an increase in the implementation of global governance and it seems that few realize the significance of what is taking place.
 
In June 2015, Pope Francis released his Papal Environmental Encyclical. Some call it a political document because Pope Francis wants political leaders to reduce the world's population, regulate global climate change, establish a global constitution, establish a global court, establish a global council (could this be 10 kings) and establish a one-world government.
 
On Sept. 23, 2015, Pope Francis visited the White House to discuss these matters with Pres. Obama.
 
On Sept. 25, 2015, Pope Francis addressed the UN in support of these matters.
 
About that time, the UN voted on a document called ""Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development." This document calls for a one-world government, a one-world religion and a one-world economic system by 2030.
 
UN Sec. Gen. Ban Ki-moon called it the "start of a new era."
 
On Sept. 27, 2015, Pres. Obama called it "One of the smartest investments we can make in our own future."
 
On Sept. 28, 2015, Pres. Obama told the UN, "Global integration [the merging of nations] is an agenda that transcends the narrowly defined interests of nation states." He was saying merging nations into groups such as Canada, the U.S. and Mexico is more important than national sovereignty.
 
On Jan. 1, 2016, the UN document for creating a world government, a world religion and a world economic system by 2030 went into effect. Every nation was instructed to make a strong effort to bring these things to pass.  
 
On Mar. 10, 2016, it was reported that the UN has released a master plan called, "Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals." It was a list of things that every nation is required to promote to accomplish the 2030 agenda.
 
On Mar. 14, 2016, it was reported that the UN has created a UN Statistical Commission to develop a system for collecting data from every nation on earth. The purpose is to monitor the progress that each nation is making as it endeavors to establish a world government by 2030.
 
On Apr. 5, 2016, it was reported that the UN pushes open borders and immigration to erase the borders of nations and to merge the cultures of nations. The report said the UN has started warning nations not to toughen their immigration policies.
 
On Apr. 27, 2016, China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued an Official Government Position Paper on the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. China commented on many things, but here are some of the most notable: 
 
China wants a global economic system; China wants to speed up regional integration (the merging of nations); China wants the UN strengthened; and China is willing to work toward speeding up the 2030 agenda. What China wants China may get.
 
On Apr. 29, 2016, it was reported that Saudi Arabia is leading the entire Middle East in the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. World government is forming in the Middle East right now.
 
On May 6, 2016, John Kerry told the graduates at Northeastern University, "You are about to graduate into a complex and borderless world." A borderless world means world government and, if true, it means those graduates are part of the terminal generation of the church age.
 
On May 20, 2016, it was reported that the UN has a Counter-Terrorism Committee that has been ordered by the UN Security Council to come up with a plan by next year to censor freedom of speech on the Internet and to use government propaganda to counter online propaganda.  
 
The stated purpose of the plan is to crack down on terrorist groups, but the UN Security Council did not define what is meant by terrorist groups.              
 
Pres. Obama's list of potential domestic terrorists includes conservative Christians; veterans; opponents of immigration, Islam, same-sex marriage; etc. And governments that do unpopular things love to crack down on the people's ability to communicate.
 
During the Tribulation period those who support the Antichrist's world government will be required to take the name, number or mark of the Antichrist. Those who refuse to support it will be killed.
 
Authorizing the wannabe UN world government to control what people all over the world can put on the Internet is people control. The next step will be to put a mark on the supporters and kill the non-marked or non-supporters.
 
Here is some of the good news:  At most, the church is only a few years away from the Rapture; the Two Witnesses will soon appear (Elijah will appear before the Tribulation period)-preach and work miracles; the 144,000 Jewish evangelists will appear and multitudes (too many to count) will be saved; Satan's days are numbered; the Second Coming and the establishment of God's kingdom of peace, justice and righteousness on  earth are getting close.
 
Here is some of the bad news: Many church members (including many pastors) are going to be left behind; there will be a surge in evil; the Antichrist will try to implement the one-world government, one-world religion and one-world economic system; Satan worship and false religion will be blatant; Satan  will be cast to the earth; persecution, sexual perversion, starvation and disease will be great; Jesus said if He didn't come back no flesh would be saved.
 
If He wants to, God can speed this up or slow it down. But if He lets the UN have its way, a one-world government, religion and economic system are less than 14 years away and the Rapture is even closer.
 
In the last generation, the lukewarm will run out of time. The saved will go to heaven, but for the time being they need to prepare for what is going to happen at the Judgment Seat of Christ (lay up treasure in heaven).
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 duck_daymond@yahoo.com 
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Dozens Shot Over Memorial Day Weekend as The Collapse of Chicago Accelerates - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/dozens-shot-over-memorial-day-weekend-as-the-collapse-of-chicago-accelerates
 
Chaos and violence threaten to spiral out of control in America's third largest city, and nobody seems to have any idea how to solve the problem.  After decades of control by the radical left, many parts of the "Windy City" have become rotting, decaying, gang-infested hellholes.  Just like Detroit, the city of Chicago is rapidly becoming a joke to the rest of the world, but a horribly corrupt political culture likely stands in the way of any type of major reform any time soon.  And just like much of the rest of the nation, a spirit of violence and civil unrest is rising in Chicago.  So far this year, the number of shootings in Chicago is up 50 percent compared to the same time period last year, and that was before we even got to Memorial Day weekend.  As of Sunday morning, at least 40 people had already been shot, and authorities were bracing for even more violence as the holiday weekend stretched on...
 
A string of nearly two dozen shootings on the West Side has pushed the number of people shot during the Memorial Day weekend to at least 40, with two more days to go.
 
As of early Sunday morning, the toll stood at four dead and 36 wounded across the city, including a 15-year-girl shot to death as she rode in a Jeep on Lake Shore Drive near Fullerton Avenue, police said.
 
The cries to fix what is wrong with Chicago are becoming increasingly desperate, but at this point the city is drowning in debt and is pretty much flat broke.
 
So the options for doing anything about this growing crisis are quite limited.
 
But that isn't stopping prominent city leaders from speaking out.  According to the New York Times, Rev. Corey Brooks believes that "we could be looking at a blood bath" this summer if nothing changes...
 
 
"If something doesn't change, if we don't get jobs for these kids, if we don't change the economic situation, I'm worried that we could be looking at a blood bath," said the Rev. Corey Brooks, a pastor on the city's South Side, a mostly African-American area where some of the shootings have been concentrated. "If something doesn't happen, I fear that we're potentially looking at one of the worst summers we've ever had."
 
As of Friday morning, homicides in Chicago were up 52 percent in 2016, compared with the same period a year ago, and shootings had increased by 50 percent, though the pace of violence had slowed in recent weeks, the police said.
 
I believe that Rev. Brooks is correct, but he isn't identifying the core of the problem.
 
Thanks in large part to unchecked illegal immigration, gang membership has been surging in Chicago.  Back in 2012, the Chicago Crime Commission estimated that there were 150,000 gang members living in the city, but of course by now that number is likely far higher.
 
No city in the United States has a higher population of gang members than Chicago does, and hundreds of factions are constantly battling for turf.  The police in Chicago insist that they have the situation under control, but everyone can see that they do not.
 
And how could they?  There are only 13,318 law enforcement officers of all types in the city of Chicago.  They are outnumbered by the gangs by much more than a 10 to 1 margin.  There is no way in the world that they are ever going to be able to stop the gang violence.  All they can do is hope to contain it.
 
Sadly, they are fighting a losing battle, because with each passing month thousands more gang members cross our southern border illegally and head directly for our major cities where they are warmly received by their gang brothers.
 
Perhaps this helps to explain why 3,000 millionaires left the city of Chicago last year.
 
Do you want to know somewhere else that has been controlled by the radical left for decades and that is now seeing chaos and violence spin out of control?
 
In Venezuela, we get to see what it looks like when an entire country starts to shut down.  The following comes from the New York Times...
 
The courts? Closed most days. The bureau to start a business? Same thing. The public defender's office? That's been converted into a food bank for government employees.
 
Step by step, Venezuela has been shutting down.
 
This country has long been accustomed to painful shortages, even of basic foods. But Venezuela keeps drifting further into uncharted territory.
 
At this point, more than 80 percent of all basic consumer products are in short supply, and some people have become so desperate that they are actually hunting cats and dogs for food.  My wife and I had a lot more to say about the rapidly deteriorating situation down in Venezuela during a recent episode of our new television show.  It is so important to watch what is going on down there right now, because eventually the same things will be happening here in America too.
 
When society breaks down, people become very desperate, and crime spirals out of control.  The mafia and the gangs are having a field day at the moment, and the police are so overwhelmed that they can't do much to stop them.
 
And if you need medical treatment down in Venezuela right now, you might as well forget it...
 
The Luis Razetti Hospital in the portal city of Barcelona looks like a war zone.
 
Patients can be seen balancing themselves on half-broken beds with days-old blood on their bodies.
 
They're the lucky ones; most are curled up on the floor, blood streaming, limbs blackening.
 
Children lie among dirty cardboard boxes in the hallways without food, water or medication.
 
Without electricity or functioning machines, medics have had to create their own solutions. Two men who had surgery on their legs have their limbs elevated by makeshift slings made out of water bottles.
 
Most Americans would scoff at the suggestion that we could ever see scenes like that in the United States, but just a few years ago most Venezuelans would have probably said the exact same thing.
 
For so long, watchmen all over America have been endlessly warning people to get prepared.
 
But at some point, time runs out.
 
In fact, down in Venezuela time has already run out.  Store shelves all over the country are empty, there are chronic shortages of basic supplies, some people are hunting dogs and cats for food, and there has been an almost total breakdown of public services.
 
I wish that I could say that these kinds of conditions are only going to be limited to Venezuela.  But I cannot say that.  Great suffering is going to eventually spread all over the world, and that is going to include our own nation.
 
I hope that you are using this short period of relative stability wisely, because it will be gone way too soon.
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Daily Devotion: The Rule of the Kingdom - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
"Give us this day our daily bread." -Matthew 6:11
 
I don't know about you, but I have a weakness for bread. I can resist a dessert, but freshly baked bread with melted butter is very hard to stay away from. And when it comes to biscuits-good biscuits-I am ruined.
 
For first-century Jews, bread was a staple of their diet. Pretty much every meal involved bread. It was essential, and everyone utilized it every day. Yet when the Bible speaks of "our daily bread," it isn't just speaking of that particular food item; it's speaking of food in general.
 
When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread" (Matthew 6:11), He was teaching them to pray, in effect, "Lord, give me the things I need in life." It is speaking of God's provision. We need to ask God to provide for our needs.
 
C. H. Spurgeon said, "Whether we like it or not, asking is the rule of the kingdom."
 
God wants us to come before Him in prayer and request things. This is clearly taught in the Scriptures. James 4:2 tells us, "You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask." We may not have certain things in our lives because we have failed to ask God to provide them.
 
Having established the fact that God provides, it does not mean we should sit around, remain inactive, and not work. When we pray, "Give us this day our daily bread," we're acknowledging that everything we have comes from God, and everything we need in the future must come from Him. It means we are willing to say, "Lord, help me with these things."
 
We need to pray daily for God's provision in our lives.
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In Memorial - Jack Kinsella - www.omegaletter.com
 
Memorial Day is a celebration of freedom and those that defend it.  We celebrate with heavy overdoses of all things American, fireworks, hot dogs, BBQs, picnics, baseball games and so on.
 
The fireworks are to remind us that freedom doesn't come without a fight and the overindulgence in Americana is to honor those that missed the party because they had to pay for it.
 
Memorial Day isn't a just the official kick-off of the summer season or an excuse for a long weekend.  It is a day set aside by an Act of Congress in 1971 to honor the veterans of American wars.
 
Before that, it was called 'Decoration Day' since it was first proclaimed by the national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic.
 
In 1868, General John Logan ordered that the graves of the Civil War dead interred at Arlington national cemetery be decorated with flowers to commemorate their sacrifice.
 
His order included both Union and Confederate war dead.  No matter which side they fought on, they were all American.
 
In recent years, the purposes of Memorial Day have taken second place to the party aspect -- it is more a celebration of summer and less a celebration of freedom and hardly at all about honoring our war dead.
 
Many of the graves of the fallen are ignored.   In those places in America where flying Old Glory isn't either illegal or forbidden,  proper flag etiquette protocols call for flying the flag at half-mast until noon to symbolize a nation in mourning.
 
In one of the last acts and few shining moments of his presidency, Bill Clinton issued Official White House Memorandum asking all Americans to pause for one minute at 3 PM on Memorial Day to reflect on the price paid by our fellow citizens for our continued freedom.
 
In part, the Memorandum states:
 
"Memorial Day represents one day of national awareness and reverence, honoring those Americans who died while defending our Nation and its values. While we should honor these heroes every day for the profound contribution they have made to securing our Nation's freedom, we should honor them especially on Memorial Day."
 
Evidently, one day of national reverence is too much for the current White House. On Memorial Day, Vice President Joe Biden will lay the wreath at Arlington National Cemetery on the President's behalf.
 
The president has a scheduling confict -- he's on vacation in Chicago. (2010)
 
Assessment:
 
The dictionary defines 'honor' as: "the reputation, self-perception or moral identity of an individual or of a group."
 
This weekend is not just the beginning of summer. It is set aside to honor those who make the supreme sacrifice on your behalf. It is a time set aside to pray for those who protect us from harm. It is a time for us to love those who loved us with a love beyond human comprehension.
 
This weekend, as in past Memorial Day weekends, the networks will be re-running all those great old WWII propaganda movies.
 
The ones where the Nazis and Imperial Japanese were evil personified and the American GI is depicted as a salt-of-the-earth guy forced to put down his plowshare to reluctantly pick up a gun and defend his country.
 
They were called 'propaganda' movies and they might have been, but the propaganda message was that America was worth dying for.
 
They are stories from a bygone era about a nation united, strong and free.  We don't see those kinds of stories anymore.
 
Duty. Honor. Country.  These are things worth memorializing.
 
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." (John 15:13)
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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