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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Rocket fired from Gaza lands near Ashkelon
Analysis: Hamas is not behind the latest Gazan rocket fire 
Omar Brigades say rocket fired at Israel to protest members in prison 
IDF retaliates for rocket fired from Gaza with air strikes 
Iron Dome battery deployed in Rehovot 
Emergency Knesset Session Requested Over Rocket Fire
Netanyahu accuses world of hypocrisy for silence regarding rocket fire from Gaza 
Livni: Israel must adapt to a hypocritical world 
Liberman: Israel cannot get used to rocket fire 
Hezog: Gaza rockets no longer 'isolated incident' 
IDF begins drill near Gaza that was 'planned ahead of time'
Tank officer: We can reach enemy in tunnels, homes, mountains 
Jordan said threatening to renounce citizenship of senior PA officials 
Egypt's Leader Tries to Rule as a 1-man Show After a Year in Office
Libyan gains may offer ISIS a base for new attacks
A group of Syrian women were witnessed on Friday ripping off their Strict Islamic robes and Headscarves after escaping religious persecution by the ISIS
Yemen crisis: UN peace talks to be held next weekend
Saudi-led air strikes kill 44 in attack on Yemeni army compound: agency
Saudi Arabia shoots down Scud missile fired from Yemen
Germany accused of paying off Saudi Arabia with weapons to host 2006 World Cup 
Stop backing Afghan Taliban, Kabul warns Islamabad
Erdogan Slams 'Jewish' Media for Criticism of His Rule
Turks head to polls in election set to shape Erdogan's legacy 
Erdogan Cites Cockroaches for Move to Lavish Palace
Steinitz calls on US to delay signing deal with Iran as deadline nears 
No trust in Iran nuclear talks: top negotiator
Stratcom Deploys Bombers Near Baltics
Don't be afraid of Russia, Putin tells West
Putin Urges Western Pressure on Ukraine in Peace Effort
Obama says G7 to stand up to Russian aggression in Ukraine
Thousands protest G-7 summit in southern Germany
Greece and Ukraine crises drown out G7 summit agenda
Gay rights march in Ukraine sparks homophobic violence 
In Sarajevo, Pope says world haunted by atmosphere of war
Pope Francis Calls Bosnia's Diversity a Basis for Peace
Financial tsunami: Literally, Your ATM Won't Work - There's Not Enough Physical Money
With a series of major hacks, China builds a database on Americans
China denies hacking data on four million US government staff
UK warns 500,000 migrants could try Mediterranean crossing
U.S. helicopter fired on from Mexico side of the border, authorities say 
Self-healing technology one step closer after scientists produce aircraft wings which fix themselves
Darpa contest sends new humanoids into 'nuclear reactor' 
Oil firms face earthquake crackdown
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Abepura, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Merizo Village, Guam
Little-known quake, tsunami hazards lurk offshore of Southern California
Ruiz volcano in Colombia erupts to 20,000ft
Hurricane Blanca strengthens, moves toward Mexico
South Korea reports 14 new cases of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
Australian doctors divided over Lyme disease diagnoses
This Groundbreaking 'Frankenstein' Surgery Will Literally Make Your Head Spin
How a massive, silent cultural revolution has changed America
Tel Aviv prepares for Pride Parade with rainbow flags
Parents call on school's chief to resign after 'Adult Store' field trip
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Another rocket attack challenges Israel's military planners to tackle ISIS and Hezbollah inroads in Gaza 
1. Nasrallah threatens to displace millions of Israelis in future war
1. Shadows of Antichrist: Wisconsin
1. Why Is The EU Forcing European Nations To Adopt Bail-In Legislation By The End Of The Summer?
1. Cheap Grace vs. Costly Grace
1. Run long, finish well 
1. Featured Article: The Slow Motion Fulfillment Of Isaiah 17      
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Another rocket attack challenges Israel's military planners to tackle ISIS and Hezbollah inroads in Gaza - http://www.debka.com/article/24650/Another-rocket-attack-challenges-Israel's-military-planners-to-tackle-ISIS-and-Hizballah-inroads-in-Gaza
 
 
The IDF's automatic air strikes Saturday night, June 6, against Hamas training camps evacuated in advance - following the third rocket attack from the Gaza Strip in two weeks - indicated that Israel had run out of answers for the new escalation less than a year after last summer's war. This time, after a rocket struck Ashkelon, Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon also shut the Kerem Shalom and Erez border crossings, except for "humanitarian traffic" and only temporarily "until the security situation settled down."
 
But Israeli officials have carefully avoided fingering "Islamic State" or "Al Qaeda" as responsible for the rocket fire - referring only to "rogue organizations locked in a power struggle with the ruling Hamas." Israel continues to name Hamas as the only destination for reprisals.  Indeed, Amos Gilead, politic coordinator at the Defense Ministry, stated in the Meet the Press radio broadcast Saturday: "Our deterrence is powerfully effective. Hamas understands this and is doing everything it can to prevent the [rocket] fire."
 
Three hours later, red alert sirens sounded across Ashkelon and the Lachish districts, warning civilians to run for shelter to avoid casualties.
 
 Israel has vowed zero tolerance and a swift response to any repetition of the rocket raids that threatens to keep a large populace in shelters for yet another summer. But the truth is that Hamas has no answer for ISIS's descent on the Gaza Strip, any more than the rest of the Middle East to the Islamists' inroads on Syria, Iraq and Egypt.
 
 Months ago, the "Omar Haddad Platoons", which claimed the last three rockets attacks, and other extremist Salafi groups operating in the Gaza Strip, hooked up with neighboring Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, which pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi as the "Sinai Province of the Islamic State." 
 
This organization is now run by ISIS officers smuggled through Jordan into Egyptian Sinai and across the Rafah border into the Palestinian Gaza Strip.  
 
 The Islamic State is not the only terrorist group to have infiltrated its officers to Gaza. The Iranian-backed Shiite Hezbollah followed a similar route from Lebanon.
 
DEBKfiile's military and intelligence sources report that Hezbollah officers in the Gaza Strip have established a new pattern in Yemen and Iraq - and now in the Gaza Strip, where it has formed a new Palestinian militia of dissident Islamic Jihad factions at odds with the group's leadership which has fallen out with its sponsors in Tehran.
 
 It was this new militia which fired the long-range Grad missiles at Gan Yavne on May 27, while the Islamic State's "Omar Haddad" followers were responsible for the June 3 attack on Netivot and the rocket strike against Ashkelon Saturday. None caused casualties or damage.
 
However, the tiny Gaza Strip has acquired the dubious distinction of being the only patch of land in the Middle East where the Sunni ISIS and the Shiite Hezbollah terrorists operate simultaneously though separately against the same two declared foes: Hamas and Israel.
 
This situation is no less volatile than it is in Iraq, Syria or Lebanon given these groups' innate tendency to constantly change sides and escalate their violence. It cries out for both Israel and Egypt to step in without further delay.  
 
 Ashkelon mayor Itamar Shimoni said Saturday that Israel's government was facing "the moment of truth." Residents, he warned, would not be "held hostage" to internal Palestinian struggles and urged the government to curb the trickle of rocket fire before the situation deteriorated.
 
However, the situation facing Israel's military planners today is not the same as it was last summer. The terror infrastructure Hamas built over many years in Sinai has been taken over by ISIS, and its control of the Gaza Strip is slipping, as yet more radical and violent organizations eat away at its authority and seize control of the rocket offensive against Israel.
 
Bombing empty Hamas training centers is more than ever an exercise in futility. A repetition of summer's campaign against Hamas would not serve any useful purpose: ISIS and Hezbollah are a threat of a different order and will not be affected by this plan of operation.
 
Binyamin Netanyahu at the head of a new government, Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon and the new Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Gady Eisenkott are still looking for a formula for deterring the new adversaries.
 
There may be no easier options than to start from scratch with good intelligence on the new terrorist organizations and the use of special operations fighters for pinpointed raids of their strongholds and leaders. Building and planting a new infrastructure for this strategy takes time. Purely defensive tactics, including Iron Dome anti-rocket batteries, are not the answer. And indeed the batteries deployed Friday did not stop the rockets fired the next day.
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Nasrallah threatens to displace 'millions' of Israelis in future war - http://www.timesofisrael.com/nasrallah-threatens-to-displace-millions-of-israelis-in-future-war/
 
 
Hezbollah chief responds to senior IDF officer's warning of consequences for south Lebanon of attack on Israel 
 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah on Friday threatened to leave millions of Israelis without homes in a future war between the Lebanese Shiite militia and the Jewish state. 
 
Addressing supporters in south Beirut, Nasrallah said that the "time in which Israelis destroyed our homes and maintained their homes has ended in 2006," referring to the Second Lebanon War in which the IDF battled with Hezbollah forces in southern Lebanon for a month.
 
"I clearly say to Israel: the Resistance (Hezbollah) threatens to displace millions of Israelis in the next war if imposed on Lebanon," Nasrallah said.
 
He appeared to be responding to comments from an unnamed senior IDF official to military reporters on Thursday to the effect that Israel, if it had no choice in a future war with Hezbollah, would force 1 million to 1.5 million Lebanese residents to evacuate their homes in order to target the Hezbollah missile launchers and other weaponry emplaced in the villages of southern Lebanon. "If you push 1.5 Lebanese from their homes, the islamic resistance in Lebanon will force millions of Israelis from their homes," Nasrallah said.
 
"We are not afraid of your war or of your threats," he said. "If you assume that we are busy in Syria, then you are wrong - because this changes nothing in how we deal with our enemy."
 
Speaking to journalists on May 13, an Israeli army official said all villages in south Lebanon are a "military stronghold" where Hezbollah stockpiles rockets capable of hitting his country. "Each (village) is a military stronghold. Next time we have a war with Hezbollah, we will have to attack each one of these targets, and we hope the population will not be there," the officer said.
 
The 2006 war claimed over 160 Israeli lives, mostly soldiers, and the lives of over 1,100 Lebanese, roughly half of whom were Hezbollah combatants, according to the UN.
 
A senior Israeli intelligence official said in May that Hezbollah has amassed an arsenal of rockets and other advanced weapons in Shi'ite villages of southern Lebanon, and warned that civilians would be at risk if war breaks out.
 
According to the official, Hezbollah possesses roughly 100,000 short-range rockets capable of striking northern Israeli cities and towns. Several thousand longer-range missiles could strike as far as Tel Aviv and central Israel, and hundreds of long-range missiles which can strike the entire country.
 
Referring to the IDF's recent civil defense drill, conducted across the country including central and southern Israel, Nasrallah said it was a tacit acknowledgement of Hezbollah's missile capabilities.
 
"You are admitting in this drill that you have a defeated army by saying fully and in details that the resistance is able to reach all the areas where the exercises are taking place," he said, according to a translation published on Hezbollah's al-Manar website.
 
A senior IDF officer said in a briefing earlier this week that Hezbollah has lost 700 men since the start of the fighting in Syria and 100 over the past two weeks alone. He said Nasrallah's recent spate of saber-rattling speeches shows he's facing "no small amount of embarrassment" in Lebanon, and that Israel has seen the transfer of Hezbollah troops from the south - the border with Israel - to Syria.
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Shadows of Antichrist: Wisconsin - by Hal Lindsey - http://www.hallindsey.com/hlr-6-3-2015/
 
  
On September 15th of 2011, Cindy Archer, an aid to Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, was startled awake by the sound of her windows and walls shaking as people pounded on her door.  Through the window she saw police officers and FBI agents with guns and a battering ram.  Not dressed, she ran to the door with officers looking on.  Terrified, she grabbed clothes as she ran, opened the door, then dressed in full view of the police.
  
The raid on Archer's home was part of a series of so-called "John Doe investigations" in the State of Wisconsin.  They began four years ago.  During all that time, despite tremendous upheaval in countless lives, there have been no indictments.  Instead of actual prosecutions, there has only been fear and intimidation.
  
In April, National Review ran an expose called "Wisconsin's Shame."  It called the debacle an example of "the use of law enforcement as a political instrument, as a weapon to attempt to undo election results, shame opponents, and ruin lives."
  
A year ago, George Will referred to the investigations as "police-state arrogance."
  
The magazine said, "They wouldn't let [Archer] speak to a lawyer.  She looked outside and saw a person who appeared to be a reporter.  Someone had tipped him off. . . .  They searched her whole house, made a huge mess, then left carrying only a cellphone and a laptop."
  
Several citizens whose homes had been raided spoke to the magazine, but most were still too intimidated to allow the use of their real names.  National Review gave the pseudonym "Anne" to one of them.  She woke early one morning to the sound of fists beating on her door.  She said the pounding "was so hard. I'd never heard anything like it.  I thought someone was dying outside."
  
She described what it was like when she opened the door.  "People came pouring in.  For a second I thought it was a home invasion.  It was terrifying.  They were yelling and running into every room in the house.  One of the men was in my face, yelling at me over and over and over."
  
The officers took computers and smartphones from every member of her household.  Anne had never been treated like this.  Thankfully, few Americans have.  It reminded her of television programs showing police raids on drug dealers.
  
National Review said, "In fact, TV or movies were their only points of reference, because they weren't criminals.  They were law-abiding.  They didn't buy or sell drugs.  They weren't violent.  They weren't a danger to anyone.  Yet there were cops - surrounding their house on the outside, swarming the house on the inside.  They even taunted the family as if they were mere 'perps.'  As if the home invasion, the appropriation of private property, and the verbal abuse weren't enough, next came ominous warnings.  Don't call your lawyer.  Don't tell anyone about this raid.  Not even your mother, your father, or your closest friends."
  
The article told about other raids.  Most of the victims said they received the same warnings.  For any American to be told, "Don't call your lawyer" and "Don't tell anyone about this raid" is unconscionable.  Yet, the people who experienced these raids all said they were given the same warnings.
  
Officials even cautioned the children not to talk to anyone about the trauma they had endured.  According to National Review, in one case, "The kids watched - alarmed - as the school bus drove by, with the students inside watching the spectacle of uniformed police surrounding the house, carrying out the family's belongings.  Yet they were told they couldn't tell anyone at school.  They, too, had to remain silent."
  
Their mother watched the police take files that were both professional and personal.  She watched her life laid bare.  Then the terrifying thought hit her.  "Every aspect of my life is in their hands.  And they hate me."
  
Wisconsin political activist Eric O'Keefe said, "The process is the punishment."
  
Rousting people out of their beds, breaking into their houses, harassing their children - that's the punishment.  Making their neighbors think that they've become drug dealers is the punishment.  Making their children objects of scorn and ridicule in school is the punishment.  And why? Since they prosecuted no one, it looks as if officials simply wanted to harass people for taking the "wrong" political positions.
  
The second president of the United States, John Adams, was one of the driving forces behind the creation of a government full of checks and balances.  But he warned of circumstances in which even those safeguards would not be enough. "We have no government . . . capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion.  Avarice, ambition, revenge and licentiousness would break the strongest cords of our Constitution, as a whale goes through a net.  Our Constitution is designed only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate for any other."
  
The United States of America was born within a generation of an evangelical revival known as "The Great Awakening."  Without another such awakening, America's time as a free nation may be shorter than anyone thinks.
  
The Bible warns of a future, worldwide totalitarian state, and we're headed there fast.  Blatant misuse of the criminal justice system in the United States, shows that we are further down that road than most dare consider.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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Why Is The EU Forcing European Nations To Adopt 'Bail-In' Legislation By The End Of The Summer? - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/why-is-the-eu-forcing-european-nations-to-adopt-bail-in-legislation-by-the-end-of-the-summer
 
 
Are they expecting something to happen?  As you will read about below, the European Union says that any nation within the EU that does not enact "bail-in" legislation within the next two months will face legal action.  The countries that are being threatened in this manner include Italy and France.  If you fast forward two months from this moment, that puts us in early August.  So clearly the European Union wants everything to be squared away by the end of the summer.  Is there a reason for this?  Are they anticipating that something really bad will happen in September or thereafter?  Why such a rush?
 
We all remember what happened when major banks were "bailed out" during the last financial crisis.  A tremendous amount of taxpayer money was given to the big banks to help prop them up so they wouldn't fail.  This greatly upset a lot of people.
 
Well, when the next great financial crisis hits Europe, banks are not going to get "bailed out" this time.  Instead, we are going to see "bail-ins".
 
So precisely what is a "bail-in"?  Essentially, what happens is that wealth is transferred from the "stakeholders" in the bank to the bank itself in order to keep it solvent.  That means that creditors and shareholders could potentially lose everything if a major bank in Europe fails.  And if their "contributions" are not enough to save the bank, those holding private bank accounts will have to take "haircuts" just like we saw in Cyprus.  In fact, the travesty that we witnessed in Cyprus is being used as a "template" for much of the new legislation that is being enacted all over Europe.
 
The bottom line is that not a single bank account in the European Union will ever be truly safe again.
 
By this time, everyone in the EU was already supposed to have enacted "bail-in" legislation, but some countries in Europe have been dragging their feet.  So now the European Commission (the executive body of the European Union) is giving them a hard deadline.  According to Reuters, any nation that has not passed "bail-in" legislation within two months will be subject to legal action...
 
The European Commission on Thursday gave France, Italy and nine other EU countries two months to adopt new EU rules on propping up failed banks or face legal action.
 
The rules, known as the bank recovery and resolution directive (BRRD), seek to shield taxpayers from having to bail out troubled lenders, forcing creditors and shareholders to contribute to the rescue in a process known as "bail-in".
 
So which countries are being threatened?
 
It turns out that there are 11 of them.  The following comes from Mark O'Byrne...
 
The article "EU regulators tell 11 countries to adopt bank bail-in rules" reported how 11 countries are under pressure from the EC and had yet "to fall in line". The countries were Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Sweden, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, France and Italy.
 
France and Italy are two countries who are regarded as having particularly fragile banking systems.
 
But why only two months to get this done?
 
When I was in law school, I took an entire course on European Union law.  Normally, things in Europe take a very long time to get done.  It is out of character for the European Commission to rush to get something like this done so quickly.
 
Could they be anticipating that this legislation will need to be put into use very soon?
 
What we do know is that bonds in Europe have already been crashing, and it appears that the European Central Bank is starting to lose control over European financial markets.
 
And we also know that there has been a sustained bank run in Greece.  In fact, it is being reported that 700 million euros were pulled out of Greek banks on Friday alone.  Personally, I think that anyone that still has any money in Greek banks is absolutely insane.  Some day in the not too distant future, Greek bank account holders are going to be in for a "haircut" just like we saw in Cyprus.  The following comes from Zero Hedge...
 
While the Greek government believes it may have won the battle, if not the war with Europe, the reality is that every additional day in which Athens does not have a funding backstop, be it the ECB (or the BRIC bank), is a day which brings the local banking system to total collapse.
 
As a reminder, Greek banks already depends on the ECB for some €80.7 billion in Emergency Liquidity Assistance which was about 60% of total deposits in the Greek financial system as of April 30. In other words, they are woefully insolvent and only the day to day generosity of the ECB prevents a roughly 40% forced "bail in" deposit haircut a la Cyprus.
 
But of course Greece will only be just the beginning.  In the end, I expect major banks to fail all over Europe as we head into the greatest financial crisis that Europe has ever seen.  Bank account holders all over the continent could end up having to take "haircuts", and that would just make the coming deflationary cycle in Europe a lot worse.
 
And I actually expect events in Europe to start accelerating greatly by the end of this calendar year.  Apparently the top dogs in the European Union are also concerned about the immediate future, because they are rushing to get "bail-in" legislation passed in every nation in the EU by the end of the summer.
 
Fortunately, the United States has not moved in a similar direction - at least not yet.  It is always possible that during an "emergency situation" anything can happen.  We saw that in Cyprus.  But for the moment, European bank accounts appear to be more vulnerable than U.S. bank accounts.
 
Not that any of us should have much confidence in the major banks in the United States either.  Since the end of the last financial crisis they have become more reckless than ever.  At this point, the six largest banks in this country collectively have 278 trillion dollars of exposure to derivatives.  A day is coming when the "too big to fail" banks will actually start failing, and that will absolutely cripple our economy.
 
We are moving into a time of great financial instability.  During such a time, one of the keys will be to not have all of your eggs in one basket.  That way it will be more difficult for your wealth to be wiped out by a single event.
 
So what other advice would you give to people that are wondering how to deal with the coming global banking crisis?
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Cheap Grace vs. Costly Grace - By Grant Phillips - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips279.html 
 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in The Cost of Discipleship published in 1937 said of "cheap grace" and "costly grace;"
 
 "Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheapjacks' wares. The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the consolations of religion are thrown away at cut prices. Grace is represented as the Church's inexhaustible treasury, from which she showers blessings with generous hands, without asking questions or fixing limits. Grace without price; grace without cost! The essence of grace, we suppose, is that the account has been paid in advance; and, because it has been paid, everything can be had for nothing. Since the cost was infinite, the possibilities of using and spending it are infinite. What would grace be if it were not cheap?
 
Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.
 
Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.
 
Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock.
 
Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: "ye were bought at a price," and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God."
 
In our 21st century mindset the costly grace of God has been downgraded to a cheap grace that requires nothing but a token acknowledgement of belief in Jesus upon which we receive all His blessings.  
 
Some may argue that to apply anything but "faith (belief)" in Jesus is to add works, but the question must be asked, "What are we implying when we say "faith or belief?" There is no doubt that we are saved by grace alone and not of works, for the Scriptures say,
 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:8-10)
 
I have brought this subject up before, but there are those who still just don't get it. I can understand why God's grace should never be polluted with our works. If we depend one iota on our works for salvation, we negate any salvation we could receive from a holy God.  
 
"Grace are ye saved...through faith...not of yourselves...gift of God...not of works...lest any man should boast" (Ephesian 2:8-9)
 
That's pretty clear. God accepts our faith in His Son and by His grace saves us apart from any work on our part. We cannot boast because it is a gift from God. We didn't work for it. We didn't earn it. It is a gift from God because of our faith in Jesus.  
 
But wait, there's more. We can't leave off verse ten since it is a continuation of verses eight and nine.
 
"We are his workmanship...created in Christ Jesus...unto good works...God before ordained...we should walk in them." (Ephesian 2:10)
 
If our faith/belief were legitimate, then we have been saved by God's grace alone ... AND now "we are His workmanship." "We are created in Christ Jesus." "We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works." God has, prior to our gift of salvation, "ordained that we should walk in them."  
 
If we have been saved, we will produce good works. The Apostle James says,  
 
"What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?  
 
If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  
 
and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  
 
Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  
 
But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  
 
You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  
 
But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  
 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  
 
You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  
 
and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.  
 
You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.  
 
In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  
 
For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead." (James 2:14-26 NASB)
 
Good works do not produce salvation, but salvation will most definitely produce good works. If there has not been a spiritual change in our life, we need to call upon God and see what is wrong. Two questions jump off the page: (1) Am I actually saved or (2) Am I saved but out of fellowship with God?  
 
We often point to Acts 16:31 "And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house."  
 
"See! Just believe on Jesus and you're saved!" That isn't what is says. It says, "Believe on the LORD (emphasis mine) Jesus." Anybody can believe on Jesus, but is Jesus their Lord? In the last sentence of James 2:14 James says, "Can THAT (emphasis mine) faith save him?" If the faith is real, Jesus is Lord. If the faith is not real (pseudo faith), Jesus is not Lord.  
 
If our faith in Jesus is like the faith of the thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43), then Jesus is the Lord of our life.  
 
However, if it is like the rich young ruler (Luke 18:18ff), we have allowed something else to come between God and us. We want salvation, but only on our terms. Our faith is not real. At best, it is shallow and without earnest meaning.  
 
It is very easy to get the cart before the horse when it comes to faith and works, and it must be understood that works do not produce faith. However, faith mostly certainly produces good works.  
 
God's grace, that cost Him so much, provides us the GIFT of salvation when our faith rests in His Son Jesus. From our devotion to Him, we gladly serve Him. He is our Savior and He is our Lord.  
 
If Jesus isn't important enough in our lives to serve Him, then for the sake of our eternal soul, we need to immediately do an inventory of our spiritual condition. We say we are a Christian. Are we serving Him? If not, get with God in prayer and find out why, and get it resolved. Let us not put off today what we can do tomorrow. We may not be here tomorrow. Do it now.
 
Read again what Dietrich Bonhoeffer said about cheap grace and costly grace, and ask yourself "Where do I stand?" That "gift" cost God the sacrifice of His only begotten Son. It wasn't cheap, but it is free to all who call upon Him with a repentant heart.  
 
Grant Phillips
 
 Email:  grantphillips@windstream.net   
 
 Pre-Rapture Commentary:  http://grant-phillips.blogspot.com 
Rapture Ready  http://www.raptureready.com/featured/phillips/phillips.html 
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Run long, finish well - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/06/run-long-finish-well/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie cites Bible characters who stumbled before reaching 'tape'
 
The Bible often compares the Christian life to running a race. We find words like endurance and perseverance frequently used in association with it, because the Christian life is not a quick sprint. Believers are in it for the long haul.
 
Not only is it a race we must run well, but it's also a race that we must finish well. It isn't enough to lead the pack for years, only to fall back in the end.
 
The apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth,
 
"Don't you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to win! All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified." (1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NLT).
 
Paul was saying, "I train. I discipline myself. I guard myself because I am running this race to win."
 
It's important to note, however, that Christians are not competing with each other in this race. God has given each of us a lane to run in and a course to follow. I am not trying to outrun other Christians. My goal is not to place first but to do well - for the sake of giving my best to the one who gave his best for me.
 
Along these same lines, Paul said, "Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:13-14 NIV).
 
Here Paul was giving the picture of a runner, perhaps in the final lap. Every muscle is straining. The runner has the goal in sight and is not going to look back. He is not going to allow himself to be disqualified. He is determined to make it across the finish line.
 
Speaking to the Ephesian elders, Paul also made this statement: "But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God" (Acts 20:24 NKJV).
 
Like Paul, I want to finish my race with joy. I don't want to fall away. I don't want to be defeated or tripped up. I want to cross the finish line.
 
Sadly, the pages of the Bible are filled with many who did not cross that line - many who had great potential. They started well but ended miserably. 
 
Saul, the first king of Israel, comes to mind. Tall, handsome and brave, he was anointed by God to be the king. The Bible tells us that "the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied" (1 Samuel 10:9). Here was a man with tremendous potential to do good for his nation, but he disobeyed God and allowed pride and paranoia to destroy him. Ultimately he came to a tragic end on the battlefield. Saul quite accurately summed up his own life when he said, "Indeed I have played the fool and erred exceedingly" (1 Samuel 26:21). In the end Saul had no one to blame but himself. Everything was there for him to make a difference, but he threw it away.
 
Then there was the mighty Samson, who was supernaturally blessed with superhuman strength, able to vanquish his enemies with relative ease. Yet he squandered and wasted his potential in continual compromises, which culminated in his own death. He had his moments of greatness, his moments when God worked through him. But it was Samson's fault that his potential never was fully realized.
 
Gideon came from humble origins, yet he was handpicked by God to lead the children of Israel into battle. He was mightily used by the Lord to vanquish his enemy, but in the end he lowered his standards and fell into immorality and pride. His beginnings were good. He had his high points. But everything came crashing down in the end.
 
Like Gideon, King David was from humble origins and became known as the man after God's own heart. He was a good king, and God did use him. But like his predecessor, Saul, he also played the fool and erred exceedingly, almost throwing his whole life away. To some degree, he undid some of the great good he had done. Fortunately in the end, David came to his senses, repented and was restored. But it was not without facing the continual repercussions of sin in his own life. He still paid a price for it. David started well, sputtered and almost was destroyed. Yet in the final stretches of his race, he pulled through.
 
Then there are those who did finish well. One of them was Caleb. And as we read about him in Joshua 14, we find a recurring phrase associated with him: "wholly followed the LORD." Caleb was looking forward. He wanted fellowship, intimacy and closeness with God. That sustained him through the most difficult times.
 
When you are in love with Jesus Christ, you will see him for who he is. And as a result, you will see this world for what it is. As that classic hymn says, "Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace."
 
The Christian life is a race we must run with endurance, and it's important that we finish it. May we all finish well.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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The Slow Motion Fulfillment Of Isaiah 17 - Commentary by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/isaiah-17-an-oracle-against-damascus/
 
 
"See, Damascus will no longer be a city but will become a heap of ruins. The cities of Aroer will be deserted and left to flocks, which will lie down, with no one to make them afraid" (Isaiah 17:1-2).
 
Isaiah 17 is an oracle concerning Damascus that was partially fulfilled when the Assyrians conquered Aram in 732 BC and 10 years later conquered the breakaway Northern Kingdom of Israel.
 
It's the portion of Isaiah 17 that were not fulfilled that concern us today, and the most obvious one is the fact that Damascus has never been reduced to a heap of ruins. Although the city has been conquered several times it has yet to be destroyed like the prophecy of Isaiah 17:1-2 requires.
 
Damascus has proved to be a most resilient city. It was conquered by the Israelites (1000 BC), the Assyrians (732 BC), the Babylonians (606 BC), the Persians (530 BC), the Greeks (330 BC), the Nabateans (85 BC), the Romans (63 BC), the Byzantines (634 AD), the Mamelukes (1250 AD) and the Ottoman Turks (1516 AD). But the city itself has always survived and is now claimed to be the oldest continuously inhabited city in the world with a 5,000 year history. Its current population is close to 2 million, yet Isaiah 17:1-2 indicates that it will one day cease to exist.
 
Maybe This Time?
 
Ever since the Syrian civil war began in 2011 students of prophecy have been looking for the complete fulfillment of Isaiah 17. Several times in the 4 years since then it has appeared as if the destruction of Damascus was imminent, but each time the city was spared.
 
It's important to remember in all of this that as far as Isaiah 17 is concerned, it's not enough for the Assad government to be deposed. For Isaiah's prophecy to be fulfilled, Damascus has to become an uninhabitable ruin.
 
In the current go around, it's being said that the only reason Isaiah 17 has not been fulfilled is because of the support it enjoys from Iran and its client Hezbollah, and the indecisiveness of the Obama Administration. Pres. Obama has wavered back and forth, sometimes favoring the Assad government, sometimes helping the rebels, establishing red lines, and then failing to act when those red lines were crossed. Middle Eastern allies are understandably upset by this inconsistency and there are rumors that the US has been told to stay on the sidelines while they sort the Syrian situation out.
 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Turkey, who are determined to see Assad gone, have been providing massive support to the rebel Jabhat al Nusra Front (freshly renamed the Muslim Army of Conquest to disguise their al Qaeda affiliation) who are fighting against both the Syrian army and ISIS.
 
Being forced to fight on five different fronts simultaneously, the Syrian Army is losing heart and battlefield desertions are on the increase. Beleaguered on all sides and having just given up another major airbase, the army no longer has the mobility necessary to maintain the defense of the country and is regrouping around Damascus. (DEBKAfile reports that just a week after losing the big Palmyra air base to the Islamic State - and with it large stocks of ammo and military equipment - Syrian military and air units have began pulling out of their base at Deir ez-Zour, Bashar Assad's last military stronghold in eastern Syria.) Some observers say if the current trend continues Assad will soon have insufficient troops to even defend Damascus.
 
Watch For Something Big
 
Therefore we are once again at a point where it looks as if the Assad government is about to fall. But just this week Iran alerted the world to look for "major events" in Syria in the days to come. This has been interpreted as an announcement that a large scale intervention by Iran on Syria's behalf is coming soon. Iran has apparently been persuaded that, without direct Iranian military involvement, its ally could go under at any moment.
 
Some sources speculate that Iran may have asked its client Hezbollah to re-direct some of the 80,000 rockets and missiles it claims to have pointed at Israel and use them instead against the Syrian rebels and ISIS to halt their progress against the Syrian Army. It also appears likely that a significant deployment of Iranian troops will soon be airlifted to Syria to bolster the disheartened Assad forces. Reports out of Lebanon indicate that up to 15,000 Iranian troops are already on their way to Syria.
 
So it appears the next round in the slow motion fulfillment of Isaiah 17 will involve Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Turkey actively supporting the rebels, with Iran, what's left of the Syrian Army, and Hezbollah defending the Assad regime. Then there's the wild card ISIS, that actually controls about half the country, against all of them. (Russia has evacuated the personnel it brought in to support the Syrian Army. This has been seen as their disengagement from a deteriorating situation. Time will tell.)
 
It Won't Be Over Until It's Over
 
Most observers believe that even if the Assad government is toppled, fighting among the various factions will continue for the foreseeable future. So unless there is some kind of unexpected major escalation we're probably not going to see the total destruction of Damascus any time soon.
 
But on a day when the Lord has determined, Damascus will be destroyed. He who knows the end from the beginning and from ancient times what is still to come will bring about what He has said, and will do what He has planned (Isaiah 46:10-11).
 
At this point, that seems to be the only certainty in the slow motion fulfillment of Isaiah 17. But while He knows the future we don't, and He could choose to act any day, so we'd better stay tuned. 06-06-15
 
Note: For a more comprehensive look at God's Oracle Against Damascus you can find my complete commentary on Isaiah 17 here: http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/isaiah-17-an-oracle-against-damascus/ 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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