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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Abbas to French FM: Only those who 'recognize the state of Israel' allowed in unity government 
Abbas: No place for Hamas in new government
UN report calls for international investigation into alleged Israel, Hamas war crimes
Israel slams 'politically motivated and morally flawed' UN Gaza report
UNHRC: Israelis and Palestinians may have committed 'war crimes' in 2014 Gaza war 
Netanyahu on UN Gaza report: Israel is not guilty of war crimes
Hamas welcomes UNHRC report, says Israeli leaders should stand trial at ICC 
Hamas rejects war crimes accusations in UN report
Israel: UNHRC obsessed with us
Analysis: The UNHRC Gaza report - Tragedy or farce? 
UNHRC report: Less biased, but no less lethal 
White House Reaffirms Israel's Right to Self-Defense
Egypt appoints first ambassador to Israel in three years
Egypt army digs trench along Gaza border to prevent smuggling
Israeli ambassador warns UN chief of dangerous consequences of Gaza-bound flotilla 
A year after war, Gaza border residents brace for next round
Druse leaders urge calm after locals slay Syrian in IDF ambulance 
Netanyahu condemns Druse ambush on ambulance, vows to 'bring lawbreakers to justice' 
IDF denies treating Syrian jihadis after Druze attack ambulance
'Talk of Israel aiding Nusra Front in Syria is insane,' Liberman says 
Terror alert issued for Israeli sites in India
Pope: Why didn't Allies bomb railway lines to Auschwitz?
Riots, rocks and terror mark Ramadan escalation
Historic Iran talks in final act 
Report: Iran says good nuclear deal more important than deadline 
Iran puts military sites backon table in nuclear talks
Britain says no nuke deal if Iran doesn't show flexibility
Iran deal will foster and fund terrorism, Netanyahu tells Jewish Agency meeting 
White House says tweaks may be needed on deadline for Iran nuclear talks 
Clashes break out at Tel Aviv anti-racism protest held by Israeli-Ethiopian community 
White House responds to 'racist' Obama tweet by Israeli minister's wife 
Obama, in podcast, uses N-word to make point on racism
Report: Turkey, Israel resume reconciliation talks at secret Rome meeting
New think tank in Jordan watching Israel shows discreet, growing ties between countries
Syrian Kurds say seize military base from ISIS in Raqqa province 
US says ISIS suspect in Benghazi attack killed in airstrike
European police team to take on IS social media propaganda
Christian charity to train UK churches in protecting against Isis attack 
ISIS in Syria Hangs Two Boys for Eating During Ramadan
Taliban fighters converge on key city
Taliban launches brazen attack on Afghan parliament in Kabul 
EU Warns of Sanctions Over Violence in Burundi Crisis 
30 killed in northeast Nigeria by 2 girl suicide bombers 
House Intel Committee Chair: US Is At 'The Highest Threat Level We Have Ever Faced In This Country'
Japanese plane circles over China-claimed region in South China Sea
Philippines steps up drills with U.S., Japan forces near South China Sea
Nato testing new rapid reaction force for first time
Carter: US to provide weapons, aircraft, commandos for NATO 
E.U. Begins Naval Operation in Mediterranean to Stop Trafficking of Migrants
Nikki Haley, South Carolina Governor, Calls for Removal of Confederate Battle Flag
Wealthy foreigners bought $100 billion in US real estate
The bond market is bracing for the worst and loading up on cash
Crisis is the new normal for weary Greeks 
Nasdaq at all-time high as Greek drama drags on
Greece offers new proposals to avert default, creditors see hope
First on CNN: U.S. data hack may be 4 times larger than the government originally said
New Snowden leaks show NSA attacked anti-virus software
Google didn't lead the self-driving vehicle revolution. John Deere did.
Severe space weather alert as solar storm strikes Earth
Oklahoma on record earthquake pace, up 90 percent from over a year ago 
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 21,000ft
Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 15,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
Kujira Makes Landfall in China With Flooding Rain
The Death Toll from Pakistan's Heatwave Is Now Nearing 450
Hundreds of firefighters battle wildfire near Lake Tahoe
Microsoft Drones To Catch Mosquitoes In Effort To Combat Diseases
South Korea reports three new MERS cases, bringing total to 175 
Ebola Returns to Sierra Leone Capital After Weeks of No New Cases
Obama to give eulogy at funeral for pastor killed in Charleston: local media
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israeli and Syrian Druze join forces - complicating Israel's military position vis-Ã -vis southern Syria  
1. Ahmadinejad: US is after Hidden Imam 
1. Pentagon to boost military equipment in Europe amid Moscow anger  
1. Joel Rosenberg: Something is coming. I don't know what. But we must be ready 
1. The Two Popes and Climate Change  
1. Of the beast and the new trade agreements 
1. Daily Devotion: Cheap Imitations  
1. Featured Article: Sifting Wheat 
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Israeli and Syrian Druze join forces - complicating Israel's military position vis-à-vis southern Syria -
http://www.debka.com/article/24687/Israeli-and-Syrian-Druze-join-forces---complicating-Israel's-military-position-vis-à-vis-southern-Syria 
 
 
Even if Druze tempers are temporarily calmed over the fate of their Syrian brethren, the fallout from the Syrian civil war has already spilled over into Israel from an unexpected quarter. For nearly five years, Israel carefully kept its hands off the conflict raging on its northern border, restricting itself to responding ad hoc to dangers and building a quiet aid mechanism for selected Syrian rebels. But in recent months, Israel has re-channeled its military intervention into areas close to its border.
 
The way this involvement is disavowed by Israeli officials is seriously detrimental to the government's military credibility.
 
 When IDF spokesman Brig. Motti Almoz reiterated past statements that the military does not identify or assort by organization the injured Syrian rebels reaching the Israeli Golan border for treatment, he found that the Druze serving in Israel's armed forces and those living in Golan villages knew better. Israeli Druze and Golan villagers - many loyal to Bashar Assad - were so incensed by this and past evasions that they came together for violent action - hence the attacks Monday, June 22, on two IDF ambulances ferrying injured Syrian rebel fighters to hospital.
 
 After the first ambulance was attacked, the second should have been much better secured. It turned out that the military police escorting it were not up to fighting a raging Druze lynch mob outside Majdal Shams on the Golan. The Syrians were badly beaten up and one died later.
 
Israeli and Golan Druze have found a common cause, in itself a destabilizing factor, in the conviction that Israel is aiding the Syrian Al Qaeda arm, the Nusra Front, although some of the information from South Syria is disinformation slanted by hostile elements for stirring up trouble for Israel.
 
 The thousand-year old secretive sect is treated as heretic by jihadis, including the Nusra Front. When a rebel alliance neared Jabal Druze in Syria, Nusra leaders promised not to harm the Druze provided that they "retreat from their religious mistakes." They then forced several hundred Druze to convert to Sunni Islam and desecrated their shrines.
 
 Nusra Front is therefore a red flag for the Druze bull
 
 This is just one more complicating factor in considering the ill-defined, fractious rebel alliance fighting in South Syria across from the Israeli Golan.
 
 Israeli protestations that it doesn't support Al Qaeda-linked rebels may hold true one day, while the next day, that same group may break up and join a jihadi faction. Some of them are constantly on the move in and out of Al Qaeda.
 
Saudi Arabia ran up against this phenomenon in recent weeks when it bought and armed 3,000 Nusra Front fighters on condition that they leave their group and join up under an umbrella anti-Assad rebel front called the Southern Front, or the Southern Army of Conquest.
 
 The Saudi step relieved Israel of charges of supporting jihadi movements. But it was no means let off the hook as far as the Druze were concerned, because of the notoriously volatile nature of the rebel movement.
 
Most of Nusra's commanders did indeed repudiate their allegiance to Al Qaeda to win Saudi backing, but they soon switched back after Nusra in the north spearheaded major rebel victories. Clearly, victorious groups hold a fatal attraction for the hundreds of hazy rebel factions
 
The Druze demand for Israel to abandon the Nusra Front is tantamount to its repudiating the Syrian rebel cause at large. For the IDF this is a non-option: Ditching its under-the-radar links with certain Syrian rebel groups is the recipe for ending the relative calm on its Golan border with Syria. And withdrawing from its cooperation with the US-Saudi-Jordanian backed rebel force would endanger their effort to capture southern Syria, in the same way as comparable forces attained control of most of the north.
 
At the same time, the Israeli government must persuade its up-in-arms Druze citizens that IDF actions in South Syria will not bring harm to their Syrian brethren. This is an uphill task that may not prevent further Druze violence.
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Ahmadinejad: US is after Hidden Imam -
http://www.timesofisrael.com/ahmadinejad-claims-us-wants-to-arrest-hidden-imam/ 
 
 
Americans view mythical religious savior as threat to their 'evil empire,' former Iranian president says 
 
Former Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad accused the United States of seeking to apprehend the Hidden Imam, who according to Shi'ite belief vanished in the 10th century and will reappear in the end of days as the ultimate savior of humankind. 
 
Speaking on Sunday to clerics at a speech marking the beginning of the holy Muslim month of Ramadan, Ahmadinejad claimed that members of US academic institutions were engaged in tedious studies aimed at locating the Imam, Radio Free Europe reported.
 
"They've done so much research about the Hidden Imam in the human science universities of the United States that I am not exaggerating by saying that it is a thousand times more than all the work done in the seminaries of Qom, Najaf, and Mashhad," he said, referring to three Shiite holy cities, according to a transcript posted on the website Dolatebahar.com and translated by Radio Free Europe.
 
"To quote a friend, they've completed a case against the Hidden Imam, and closed it also for his arrest... the only [evidence] they lack is his picture," he added.
 
Ahmadinejad went on to assert that the US was concerned the Hidden Imam would pose a threat to its "empire" as well as to its "evil" plans.
 
"It is really a government established by Satan to prevent reaching God and the Hidden Imam," Ahmadinejad said. "This evil government knows that its end will come if the Hidden Imam reappears."
 
The former president conceded that "some in Iran laugh about these comments," and indeed, following the speech, the country's leading reformist daily newspaper, Shargh, described his musings as "strange."
 
Ahmadinejad was known in the West for his harsh rhetoric toward Israel, at one point saying it should be wiped off the map. Inside Iran, his administration faced a growing chorus of corruption allegations, particularly during its latter years. President Hassan Rouhani, a relative moderate who succeeded Ahmadinejad in 2013, has repeatedly alleged widespread corruption under the administration of his predecessor.
 
Earlier this month, Iranian authorities arrested former vice president Hamid Baghaei, who served under Ahmadinejad, the official IRNA news agency reported. In January, Iran's Supreme Court convicted and sentenced former vice president Mohammad Reza Rahimi to five years in prison and fined him 10 billion rials ($300,000).
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Pentagon to boost military equipment in Europe amid Moscow anger - Thomas Gibbons-Neff -
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/pentagon-to-boost-military-equipment-in-europe-amid-moscow-anger/2015/06/23/a2ad65c5-161c-4478-a414-c6da43119b7b_story.html 
 
 
In a move likely to increase tensions with Russia, Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter confirmed Tuesday that the United States would place heavy military equipment in nations stretching from the Baltics to the Balkans.
 
The decision to bolster Washington's NATO allies - including tanks and other firepower - has been anticipated for more than a month, but coincide with deepening rifts between Moscow and the West over the conflict Ukraine.
 
"American rotational forces need to more quickly and easily participate in training and exercises in Europe," Carter said in reference to the equipment - which includes about 250 tanks, howitzers and infantry fighting vehicles to support training and other exercises.
 
The countries, all NATO members, are Bulgaria, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Romania.
 
Although Washington has said the shipments are not permanent deployments, Russia has sharply opposed the build-up on its border and pledged to counter with increased deployments of its own.
 
"If heavy U.S. military equipment, including tanks, artillery batteries and other equipment really does turn up in countries in Eastern Europe and the Baltics, that will be the most aggressive step by the Pentagon and NATO since the Cold War," said Russian defense ministry official, Gen. Yuri Yakubov, last week, according to the Interfax news agency.
 
The defense ministers of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania - all present when Carter announced the military plans - welcomed the move.
 
Sven Misker, the defense minister of Estonia, said additional troops and equipment was not about matching Russia militarily, but changing how the Kremlin assesses the vulnerability of its smaller neighbors. In September, President Obama visited Estonia to reassure Baltic allies of Washington's backing.
 
"The problem is that [Russian President Vladimir] Putin thinks he can do things very quickly...I would say that, in order to adjust the situation, we have to have a deterrent posture," Misker said. "But the deterrent has to be significant enough to change [Putin's] calculus." 
 
The U.S. decision comes after Carter announced Monday that Washington would also pledge forces, including special operations units and surveillance aircraft, to a new NATO rapid-reaction task force.
 
"We do so because the United States is deeply committed to the collective defense of Europe, as we have been for decades and always will be," Carter said during Monday's press conference in Muenster, Germany.
 
The quick-reaction force would be able to respond to a crisis within 48 hours pending a unanimous approval from NATO's governing body, the North Atlantic Council. 
 
Monday also marked the European Union's renewal of Russian economic sanctions for Russia's destabilizing role in eastern Ukraine, where pro-Moscow rebels have battled forces of the Western-allied government in Kiev.
 
A statement from the Russian Foreign Ministry claimed that the economic restrictions, which are now extended to Jan. 31 2016, are "illegal" and accused the European Union of being led by "Russophobic" views.
 
Meanwhile, sporadic clashes in Ukraine threaten efforts to maintain a cease-fire and work toward peace efforts. The United Nations estimates at least 6,500 people  have been killed since the conflict in Ukraine started last year.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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Joel Rosenberg: 'Something is coming. I don't know what. But we must be ready' - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/joel-rosenberg-something-is-coming-i-dont-know-what-but-we-must-be-ready 
 
 
Do you also have the feeling that something really BIG is coming?  Recently, there has been quite a bit of chatter on the Internet about what the second half of 2015 will bring.  During the last six months of this calendar year, we are going to witness a remarkable confluence of circumstances and events, and this is something that I covered in a previous article entitled "7 Key Events That Are Going To Happen By The End Of September".  But in addition to all of the things that we can point to outwardly, a lot of very prominent individuals are also really feeling an inner "urgency" regarding what is about to happen to this country.  For example, Bible prophecy expert Joel C. Rosenberg just posted an ominous message on his own personal blog in which he stated that "something is coming" and that "we must be ready"...
 
I feel a tremendous sense of urgency about this column.
 
The United States is hurtling towards severe trouble, and the events of the past few months - and what may be coming over the next few months - grieves me a great deal.
 
Something is coming. I don't know what. But we all must be ready in every possible way.
 
When I first read that, I thought that sounded remarkably similar to how I have been feeling.
 
Personally, I am feeling more of a sense of urgency about the second half of 2015 than I have ever felt about any period of time before.
 
And like Rosenberg, I am also convinced that "something is coming" and that this nation is hurtling towards severe trouble.
 
So what in particular has Rosenberg so concerned?  The following are the items that he listed in his blog post...
 
*Violence is exploding in our cities, schools and churches. The horrific mass murder inside the church in Charleston would be bad enough if it wasn't just one of innumerable mass killings that have become epidemic in America.
*Racism is tearing us apart, and it appears things are getting worse, not better.
*The Supreme Court is poised to rule any day now on the definition and future of marriage - and if the Court rules against Biblical marriage I believe this could cause the Lord's hand to turn against our country in a severe and profound way according to the moral laws found in Romans chapter one.
*Abortions are occurring at more than one million in year and have put America on the fast track to judgment. Since 1973, Americans have murdered 57 million children through abortions. The blood of 57 million babies is crying out for justice, and they will get it in God's sovereign timing. Could that be soon?
*If all this wasn't bad enough, marriages and families are imploding all around us. Poverty is growing. Drug and alcohol use is epidemic. And that's just here at home.
*Abroad, Iran is closing in on The Bomb.
*ISIS is exploding across the Middle East, and gaining ground in Syria, Iraq and Libya.
*The Kremlin is growing more aggressive.
*Yet our politicians continue to bicker, stall, or golf, even as many abdicate their Constitutional responsibilities.
*And many Americans have little or no hope for the future, have little confidence in government, little confidence in the media or academia, and far too little confidence in the Church. Indeed, many see little or no reason to go to church, and are drifting from whatever faith they might have once had in the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
While, Rosenberg did not name a specific period of time in his article, other prominent voices have gone out on a limb and are pointing to the fall of this year.  Just yesterday, I wrote about how Lindsey Williams, Martin Armstrong and Alex Jones are all warning about what is coming in just a few months.
 
But they are not alone.  Like Joel Rosenberg, Ray Gano is also a Bible prophecy expert that is extremely concerned about what is rapidly approaching.  In fact, Gano is convinced that we will witness an economic collapse "probably starting in the third quarter of 2015"...
 
If you have been a reader of mine, you know that I have been pointing to an economic collapse, probably starting in third quarter 2015.
 
Why third quarter?
 
US History shows that when the US suffers and economic meltdown of some sorts, it always seems to take place in September - October
 
Just look at history.
 
Shemitah Signs
 
Black Monday - October 28, 1929 - the stock market starts to destabilize and crashes thus beginning the Great Depression.
 
Black Monday - October 19, 1987 - stock markets around the world crashed, shedding a huge value in a very short time. The crash began in Hong Kong and spread west to Europe, hitting the United States after other markets had already declined by a significant margin. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) dropped by 508 points to 1738.74 (1)
 
Black Friday - October 13, 1989 
 
October 27, 1997 Mini Crash
 
September 11, 2001 - The economic effects arising from the September 11 attacks were initial shock causing global stock markets to drop sharply. The September 11 attacks themselves resulted in approximately $40 billion in insurance losses, making it one of the largest insured events ever. (2)
 
I strongly believe that 2015 will be a year that begins / creates financial crashes, economic chaos and possibly the start of the next great worldwide depression.
 
Last time around, not that many understood what was happening when the stock market crashed at the very end of the Shemitah year in 2008.  But thanks to Jonathan Cahn's work, this time around millions of people are talking about the Shemitah cycle that ends this September.  For much more on all of this, please see my previous article on the Shemitah.
 
Others that take a more secular view of things are also deeply concerned about what is coming this fall.  For instance, precious metals analyst David Morgan has been pointing to the month of September since the very beginning of this year...
 
When might the economy and the "debt bomb" explode? Morgan predicts this fall. Why? Morgan says, "Momentum is one indicator and the money supply. Also, when I made my forecast, there is a big seasonality, and part of it is strict analytical detail and part of it is being in this market for 40 years. I got a pretty good idea of what is going on out there and the feedback I get. . . . I'm in Europe, I'm in Asia, I'm in South America, I'm in Mexico, I'm in Canada; and so, I get a global feel, if you will, for what people are really thinking and really dealing with. It's like a barometer reading, and I feel there are more and more tensions all the time and less and less solutions. It's a fundamental take on how fed up people are on a global basis. Based on that, it seems to me as I said in the January issue of the Morgan Report, September is going to be the point where people have had it."
 
Jeff Berwick of The Dollar Vigilante is also warning about what is going to happen in September.  The following is a quote from Berwick from one of his most recent interviews...
 
I think we're getting very, very close to the next crisis collapse. I haven't said that since 2008. I haven't said it's going to happen this year or next year... I've never really been warning that I think it really is now very close and I have been doing that lately... and I've actually predicted later this year in September.
 
There's a number of reasons why I predicted that date. There are a lot of things going on... a lot of crazy things... to go into it all it's just amazing how you can see these things being put into place.
 
So what does all of this mean?
 
Are we heading for a financial collapse (or something even worse) during the second half of 2015?
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The Two Popes and Climate Change - by Joseph Klein -
http://www.frontpagemag.com/2015/joseph-klein/the-two-popes-and-climate-change/ 
 
 
Pope Francis issued a lengthy encyclical last week calling for radical change in human behavior to confront climate change. He presented climate change as the moral issue of our time. "Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat this warming or at least the human causes which produce or aggravate it," the pope declared. "It is a mistake to rely on the 'myths' of a modernity grounded in a utilitarian mindset (individualism, unlimited progress, competition, consumerism, the unregulated market)," he added. While denying that anyone is suggesting a return to the Stone Age and conceding that "Technoscience, when well directed, can produce important means of improving the quality of human life," Pope Francis refused to dismiss doomsday predictions if society continues along its present path.
 
The United Nations Secretary General position has been referred to by some as that of a "secular pope," because he is expected to speak out on issues of public concern as the moral conscience of the world. On the issue of climate change, the current "secular pope" at the UN, Ban Ki-moon, spoke strongly in support of Pope Francis's encyclical and said that he is looking forward to Pope Francis's address to the United Nations General Assembly this September. Ban Ki-moon has made climate change his own number one issue and attended a summit on climate change hosted by the Vatican last April. He has called climate change "a true existential threat to the planet." Ban Ki-moon is pushing for all UN member states to complete a legally binding global agreement to curb carbon emissions in Paris this December.
 
Assuming for the sake of argument that the problem of climate change is as serious as both the religious and secular popes think it is and that human activity is largely responsible for it, the question is how to address the problem without destroying the global economy in the process. Pope Francis rejects free market economics and technology as solutions. Ban Ki-moon is more ambivalent.
 
Stepping beyond his realm of religious authority, Pope Francis has taken sides in the policy debate regarding how best to reduce reliance on fossil fuels that are creating heat-trapping gasses. Don't rely on free market mechanisms such as cap and trade, he warns.
 
"The strategy of buying and selling 'carbon credits' can lead to a new form of speculation which would not help reduce the emission of polluting gases worldwide," Pope Francis said. "This system seems to provide a quick and easy solution under the guise of a certain commitment to the environment, but in no way does it allow for the radical change which present circumstances require. Rather, it may simply become a ploy which permits maintaining the excessive consumption of some countries and sectors."
 
This portion of the encyclical flies in the face of sound economic analysis and common sense. Carbon trading systems, which Pope Francis has specifically singled out for criticism, and carbon taxes are two ways to put a specific price on carbon that would have to be paid for one way or the other directly by the carbon emitter rather than indirectly as a negative externality by society as a whole.
 
As the World Bank explains:
 
"A price on carbon helps shift the burden for the damage back to those who are responsible for it, and who can reduce it. Instead of dictating who should reduce emissions where and how, a carbon price gives an economic signal and polluters decide for themselves whether to discontinue their polluting activity, reduce emissions, or continue polluting and pay for it. In this way, the overall environmental goal is achieved in the most flexible and least-cost way to society. The carbon price also stimulates clean technology and market innovation, fuelling new, low-carbon drivers of economic growth."
 
Pope Francis is not swayed by such arguments. Technology is no answer to the problem of climate change, according to his encyclical. "To seek only a technical remedy to each environmental problem which comes up," he said, "is to separate what is in reality interconnected and to mask the true and deepest problems of the global system." Continuing this theme, the pope added that the "alliance between the economy and technology ends up sidelining anything unrelated to its immediate interests."
 
Pope Francis's prescription is more stringent and enforceable global governance. He calls for "global regulatory norms" and "stronger and more efficiently organized international institutions, with functionaries who are appointed fairly by agreement among national governments, and empowered to impose sanctions." He also espouses "a better distribution of wealth," which would include a massive transfer wealth from developed countries to the less developed countries on the theory that the richer countries are largely responsible for the plight of the poor and owe them an historical debt. The pope does not use the term "reparations," but that is for all and intents and purposes what he is calling for.
 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon cannot afford to be as dismissive as Pope Francis is of market place carbon pricing mechanisms or of the importance of innovation as part of the solution to any environmental problems created by climate change and human activity. Nor would he be wise to push the notion of a global environmental authority with enforcement teeth.
 
The global agreement that the Secretary General is seeking by the end of this year is premised on national commitments to carbon reduction targets, which are to be accomplished through nationally crafted solutions that may or may not embrace market incentives and technology, depending on their particular economic, social and cultural circumstances. The World Bank, with whom the Secretary General has partnered, supports carbon pricing to bring down fossil fuel carbon emissions and make cleaner options more competitive. According to the World Bank, as of last September "Seventy-three countries and 11 states and provinces - together responsible for 54 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions and 52 percent of GDP - joined 11 cities and over 1,000 businesses and investors in signaling their support for carbon pricing."
 
Choice of means to reduce carbon emissions at the national level, not top-down dictates from global bureaucracies, will be the only viable path if any sort of meaningful climate change agreement at all among UN member states is to be achieved.
 
Thus, if Ban Ki-moon were to come out and reject market place carbon pricing mechanisms such as cap and trade, he would be working at cross-purposes with his stated goal of moving the member states towards declaring their national commitments to carbon reduction as part of a year-end binding global agreement. In fact, he has in the past come out in support of putting an explicit price on carbon as one option for consideration.
 
Yet Ban Ki-moon does not want to publicly disassociate himself from the portion of Pope Francis's encyclical that rejects free market solutions. In response to my question on this point at the daily press briefing at UN headquarters on June 12th, the spokesperson for the Secretary General minimized any differences between the religious and secular popes:
 
"I think the Secretary-General very strongly supports the Pope's efforts to ensure that climate change remains at the top of the global agenda and to mobilize his authority, his moral authority, in that regard. The fact that the Pope and the Secretary-General may not agree on every line, on every approach, I think, doesn't take away in any way the Secretary-General's support for the encyclical... we are not dissecting the encyclical to see where we differ with the Pope... overall I think the Secretary-General spoke strongly in support of the encyclical and continues to do so."
 
Pope Francis would have been more credible if he had not tried to cross the line from religious leader to secular public policy opinion maker in his encyclical. And the UN Secretary General will be more credible if he sheds the role of "secular pope" who over-moralizes the issue of climate change. Instead, Ban Ki-moon should stick to the fine art of quiet diplomacy and negotiation facilitation. He can provide member states and the private sector with a global perspective on the effects of climate change, including the assembly of data and more balanced scientific analysis. He and his expert staff can help the member states try to devise practical and efficient targets and means to achieve them within their respective capabilities. He can help encourage businesses to make investments in alternative energy sources and cleaner fossil fuel technologies. He can suggest how developed countries could partner with less developed countries in overcoming obstacles to beneficial change and coming up with smart carbon emission mitigation strategies, without insisting they owe an enormous debt to developing countries as Pope Francis has done. Without the greatest engine for betterment of the human condition that the world has ever known - the free market and its concomitant of technological change - much of the world today would be living in far more dire circumstances reminiscent of the rigidity, disease and poverty of pre-Renaissance feudal society.
 
Economic freedom and individual liberties must not be sacrificed at the altar of religious or secular dogma, including the dogma that climate change is an immediate existential crisis and that it can only be solved by top-down dictates and government-controlled wealth redistribution.
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Of the beast and the new trade agreements - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
The more that is revealed about the "president's" fast track authority, the more it looks like another attempt at a one world government--not by force, but by taking over the economic power of the world and harnessing it into a powerful trade and political cartel encompassing a type and shadow of an end-time "beast" government. Revelation 13 speaks of the beast government. Verses 16-17 says, "And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand or in their foreheads; and that no man might buy or sell, save he had the mark..." These trade deals are not the beast, but resemble parts of his government in that they lay the ground work for global economic control.
 
In a last ditch effort to convince the Senate to not approve fast track authority to the "president," Alabama Republican Senator Jeff Sessions wrote a letter to fellow Republicans explaining what was at stake. In reality, the Congress is giving this "president" authority to negotiate in secret three trade pacts that effectively control 95% of the world's economy. The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), and the Trade In Services Agreement (TiSA) seek to govern how trade works, which will include many political agendas such as immigration, global warming (climate control), and the sovereignty of nations, specifically the United States. 
 
These deals are being negotiated in secret and fast track authority would allow the "president" to keep them secret until they are completed. At that point, Congress would have 20 hours to read thousands of pages of regulations and vote. Because of the fast track authority, these international "treaties" bypass the Constitutional requirement that treaties receive a 2/3 vote from the Senate for confirmation. These treaties cannot be amended, nor filibustered. And at least one of the agreements can be rewritten after it is approved, with absolutely no Congressional oversight in what is rewritten. These trade agreements, in process, violate our Constitution and subject the nation to the control of multi-country cabals.
 
Originally, the "president" justified such drastic measures as needed to block China from controlling the economy of the Pacific rim. Now, he admits that China wants to join the trade pacts and he supports China's membership--one big, happy communist trade-fest. The goal of the agreements is to open trade to the US marketplace, but there is no reciprocity for US exports. Predictions are that these agreements will further deepen our trade deficits and take about $23 billion away from American car manufacturers, "destroying US auto jobs," according to the Wall Street Journal. The US will also be forced to take immigrants from Middle Eastern nations like Pakistan and Turkey, further Islamification of our country. While these agreements are the stock and trade of the "president," it defies logic that Republicans in Congress want it, too.
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Daily Devotion: Cheap Imitations - Greg Laurie -
www.harvest.org 
 
 
Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way." -Matthew 13:24-25
 
Christians should be aware that the Devil is an imitator. When he cannot stop a work of God, he will offer his cheap imitation. That way he minimizes the power and glory of God.
 
God has His genuine; the Devil has his imitations. God has love; the Devil has lust. God has true faith in Christ; the Devil has false religion. He offers just enough to keep people from the real truth. Those who buy into this will say, "I don't really need to hear about Jesus. I am a religious person" or "I am a spiritual person." They are satisfied with a cheap imitation instead of going after the real thing.
 
Jesus told a parable about a farmer who sowed wheat in a field, but at night, his enemy came in and sowed tares among the wheat. A tare, also known as the darnel seed, looks a lot like wheat initially. But as it grows, it actually will uproot the wheat.
 
That is how the Devil works. He will put his plants in the church. They will talk like Christians. They will use phraseology that Christians use. And when they do something wicked, people will say, "I can't believe that a Christian would do such a thing!" Here's an idea. Maybe they actually were tares among the wheat. I am not saying that Christians are incapable of sinning. But I do think some people who attend church are tares among the wheat. They are imitations.
 
Case in point: Judas was a tare among the wheat as one of Jesus' disciples. In fact, when Jesus said one of the Twelve would betray Him, no one knew He was referring to Judas. But Judas was an imitator. The Devil puts his fake versions out there, flooding the market with cheap substitutes.
  
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
FROM THE HEART
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/49.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Sifting Wheat - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8070
 
And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.  Luke 22:31
 
God is not only the master creator, but is also the master communicator.  He should be, because after all, He created communication.  If you think about it, God could have chosen any number of ways to communicate with us.  But God chose to use man to be the instrument of delivery through three primary methods; revelation, inspiration, and personal interaction to convey His message of salvation to us.  So it was, that in the course of human history that God inspired men to write to us...
 
...for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20
 
So it was, for the first four thousand years of recorded human history.  Then, God Himself, fulfilling His own prophetic word, became a Man and lived amongst us to show us in person, how to live and love.  But before Jesus left, He wanted to make sure that His disciples were prepared for the future, by telling them ahead of time, what would happen, so that when it did happen, that their faith would be strengthened. (John 16:4)
 
Jesus warned them on the Mt. of Olives, that in the last days, many would come in His name, pretending to be Him, and deceiving many.  And so it was, that almost as soon as Christ ascended, the Apostles began to have to defend the faith.  Most of the NT epistles spend significant amounts of time, contending either with false teachings, or corruption that had or was trying to make inroads into the Church.  Luke notes in Acts 20, the Apostle Paul's pleading with those in Ephesus, concerning those who would come in and pervert the Gospel, both from without and within the professing church;
 
 
For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. (Acts 20:29-31)
 
Historical Narrative
 
Over the course of 2,000 years, we have seemingly entered into this veritable 'age of reason', and in so doing, have pronounced ourselves (the collective we), smarter than God.  Humanistic philosophies, regurgitating ancient heresies, pronounced that we are our own creators and that there was no God.  Christian academia began to doubt the veracity of God's word, and began to depart in earnest for more rational and logical human reasoning.  "Science" weighed in announcing we are not purposefully created in the image of our Divine Creator, but rather, accidental, evolving from pond scum to monkeys, then later to cavemen, and finally to Homo Erectus.  An even sadder fact, is that many of these humanistic philosophies began to flourish in the European seminaries, which then began infecting American universities and seminaries by the early 1800's.
 
The end result is, by the turn of the 18th century, Western Christendom began splitting and branching into many denominations, all claiming to have the handle on the truth.  In dividing already existent denominations, there were really only two kind of splits that began fracturing the body of Christ; the kind were the apostates/heretics stayed, and the faithful left; or where the apostates/heretics left, and the faithful remained.  God the Holy Spirit then began His own movement amongst believers of various denominations, to return to a literal understanding of His Word which is why there was a resurgence in both Pre-Millennialism and Dispensationalism.
 
Author's Note; the Church had been strongly Pre-Millennial for the first three centuries prior to Augustine and the birth of the Roman Catholic Church.  Dispensationalism was not "created" by John Nelson Darby in the 1830's.  He only codified, or systematized a pre-existent belief that God worked through progressive revelation, through the varying ages of man.
 
Tares
 
So while God was busy moving believers to depart from dead orthodoxy of lifeless denominations, Satan was also very busy.  Satan's tactic?  Sowing heretical and apostate seeds amongst the believing church to draw away many from the faith.  New movements such as Mormonism, Millerites, Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah Witness, Christian Science, etc. seemingly sprang up overnight, and were gaining popularity but were also introducing non-biblical teachings and leading many astray. 
 
Any view that denies the deity or humanity of Christ, or changes the Gospel message, is heretical and/or apostate, and thus should be avoided at all cost.
 
Leaven
 
From the late 1700's through the 1900's, the Christian Missionary movement rapidly began to spread the Christian faith around the world.  Satan's strategy against this?  Divide and conquer.  Amongst other doctrines, Satan really hammered away at eschatology as an area that he could wreak havoc.  So it was in the 1800's that it seemed that Christianity really was on the verge of conquering the world for Christ.  This brought in the man-centered, humanistic idea of Post-Millennialism (today known as either Kingdom Now or Dominion Theology).  The idea was that the world would continue to be evangelized and 'conquered' in spirit for Christ.  Once this happened, and only then, could Christ return. 
 
Juxtaposed to this, was the 1,500 year old Roman Catholic faith which denied that there would be a literal future Christ-ruled kingdom on earth at all.  They believed they were the Kingdom which began at the Cross, and that the Pope was the Vicar of Christ on the earth.  The Protestant Reformers carried over with them from the same Roman Catholic Church Eschatology of Amillennialism.  Amongst the older Protestant denominations who came out of the Reformation, Amillennialism (leaven) is still the dominant view. 
 
Both Amillennialism, and Post-Millennialism should be viewed as aberrant views, as they cannot be substantiated by Scripture.
 
Assessment
 
Recently I've had a spate of conversations with professing Christians who have some pretty extreme positions on prophecy and Christianity in general.
 
One man, denounced all prophecy as 'dumb, dumb, dumb', and that we were throwing our support for the Devil by showing how evil and rotten the world is.  He blatantly denounced the modern state of Israel and said that the true Israelites, were Palestinian.  Another conversation is with a man who is Post-Trib and supports "Pastor" Steve Anderson's heretical Post-Trib/Replacement theology teachings.  This and denies or at least questions, the historicity of the 6,000,000 Jewish dead during the Holocaust of WWII.
 
Author's Note:  This appears to be a growing Trend within Christendom.  It seems like it has become vogue these days to not outright deny the Holocaust, but redefine how bad it was by substantially reducing the numbers of those Jews who died in the Nazi concentration camps like Treblinka and Auschwitz.   The more Christian's embrace Replacement Theology, the more they end up hating God's chosen people.  (See Jeremiah 30-31 and Zech. 2:8)
 
Another man at church, while well-meaning I'm sure, stated that Christianity is simple and we just don't need to worry about all the specifics, and let God worry about everything.  I replied that while I agree in theory, we should at least, be knowledgeable enough in Scripture to know why we believe what we believe.  Too many Christians take this approach and because they don't know the specifics, get sucked into cults or aberrant views pretending to be Christian and become combat ineffective. 
 
Really, these are just but three examples of the hundreds I have personally come across with people who just are either ignorant by choice, i.e...they don't want to study to show themselves approved (2 Tim 2:15), or they willfully choose to believe some parts of the Bible and not others, thus skewing their entire understanding of the big picture.
 
As Christian's, we are called to move beyond spiritual infancy, into full maturity in our faith in Jesus Christ.  In the OT, we see the nation of Israel constantly in battle or war with their surrounding and vicious neighbors.  But nowhere in the NT, does it call Christian's to take up literal arms and fight our enemies.  Rather, our warfare is spiritual in nature, and primarily falls in the areas of ideology, theology, and philosophy.
 
 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.   Ephesians 6:11-12
 
Moreover, the battles we face in a post-Christian culture, who is rapidly becoming 'anti-Christian', all has demonic influencers behind the scenes pulling the strings.  Whether we are talking about eugenics (abortion, euthanasia), racism, homosexuality, gangs, drugs, pornography, murder, terrorism, cults, the occult, political and legal corruption, etc., all has its roots back to the 'father of lies', who is Satan.  These are simply symptoms of the underlying issue, which is human sin and the fallen nature of our universe.  You cannot wield a gun or a sword against these and hope to fix the brokenness.  Whether they admit it or not, the world looks to Christianity to be the standard bearer for what is right.  And when the professing church looks no different than they, it is spit out trampled underfoot.
 
Our goal, as believers, is to move from the point of our salvation and our spiritual infancy, into the sanctification process, which is the walk and maturing of the believer who are not swayed by false teachings and empty human reasoning.  We can only do this, when we take God's word, at its word.  Remember, God, the master communicator, gave us the Bible so we could know, not so we could be confused.  (1 Cor. 14:33)  Christians who promote ignorance by stating that we can't know what God's word really means, rejects the counsel of the Holy Spirit who brings God's word to understanding. Christians who use the excuse that we just need to trust Jesus and dismiss all the details are doing themselves a great disservice.  They are going into battle without the sword and shield.  (Eph. 6:10-18)  It is usually these kinds of Christians who the cults (ravenous wolves) prey on relentlessly.  A true Christian's salvation isn't in jeopardy if they are caught away into false teachings, but that doesn't mean Satan will not continue to sift you as wheat, to make you an ineffective witness for Christ.  Aside from our armor, we are given different gifts and ministries, and are according to God's perfect purpose, predestined to live in the exact time and place each of us are called too...
 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head-Christ-from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. Eph. 4:11-16
 
The most powerful thing on earth, is the man or woman, mature in the faith, and living according to God's purpose and calling.  Nuclear bombs, superpower nations, and tsunamis can't stop us when we are walking according to His will.  Think about it, if you are a believer, you have sealed inside of you, the God who spoke the universe into existence. (Eph. 1:11-14)  When Christ told Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven, (Matt. 16:19) He was speaking to all of us who equally share in our common salvation because we all are in the same body of Christ.  And remember...
 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.  2 Cor. 10:3-6
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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