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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Israel and ICC on a collision course
New Zealand FM pushes for renewed peace talks 
Bennett: 'If Hamas gives up arms, Israel will lead global effort to rebuild Gaza.'
Zionist Union MK says Netanyahu 'has no policy' to deal with Gaza terror tunnels
Lapid slams 'despicable' Gaza flotilla as 'gang of terror supporters'
Sirens heard in South as rocket fails to reach Israel, falling in Gaza territory 
Islamic Jihad Threatens to End Gaza Ceasefire
'ISIS atrocities based on Talmudic rituals,' says Syrian expert
Moderate Syrian rebels claim 'Islamist' militant killed by Druse mob was their man
Activists: IS fighters kill 200 civilians in Syrian town
British death toll in Tunisia attack rises to 15
Tunisia weighs new security approach as tourists flee
French terror suspect took selfie with beheaded victim
Suicide bombers kill at least three in northeast Nigeria
US supported supply of weapons to Libyan rebels
Ministers descending on Vienna with hopes for a final Iran deal
Significant obstacles lie ahead for nuclear talks with Iran
Fourth of July terror warning issued by FBI, Homeland Security
Greek PM Tsipras issues defiant call to reject bailout in referendum
'Grexit' to 'Greferendum': Athens on the brink of default
Greece's future in balance as creditors reject aid extension
Euro zone readies for Greek default after Tsipras referendum call
'Plan B' looms after Greece and Europe fall out
Eurozone Rejects Greek Bailout Extension: All Bailout Programs Expire On June 30, Referendum Moot
Greece has "closed door" on further talks, Eurogroup's Dijssebloem says
Greeks Line Up at Banks and Drain ATMs as Tsipras Calls Vote
Germany's Schaeuble says eurozone will fight danger of contagion
The Israeli shekel 'world's worst currency'
A North Dakota Oil Boom Goes Bust
'Israel in danger of turning into an oligarchy with government backing,' Meretz chief says about energy compromise
Activists take to Tel Aviv streets to protest gas compromise
Another solar storm to hit Earth this weekend
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Basugaon, India
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Nuwaybi'a, Egypt
Earthquake felt in Eilat, Jerusalem, Gaza
Egypt sees sandstorm and earthquake on the same day
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Hawaii
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 30,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
Western Heat Wave Enters History Books; At Least Five June Records Already Broken; All-Time Records Threatened
17-year-old boy bit by shark in North Carolina; sixth attack in 2 weeks
Gary Hart: America's Founding Principles Are in Danger of Corruption
Orthodox Christians Must Now Learn To Live as Exiles in Our Own Country
Homosexual Activist Admits True Purpose of Battle is to Destroy Marriage
Lutheran pastor says Jews to blame for destroying Christian values after US approves gay marriage 
After Gay Marriage Decision, Mississippi May Stop Issuing All Marriage Licenses
Newspaper faces firestorm after attempted crack-down on anti-gay marriage op-eds
For Obama and Clinton, twisty paths to 'yes' on gay marriage
CNN Mistakes Sex Toy Flag for ISIS Flag at Gay Pride Parade
One injured after shots fired during dispute at San Francisco gay pride festival 
Photos: Gay Pride Parades Around the World 
Pedophiles want same rights as homosexuals
Momentum grows to scrap Pentagon's ban on transgender troops
Legislation Introduced To Make Single-Person Bathrooms Gender Neutral In NYC
Pregnant Grad Student Gives Pro-Lifers 3 Days to Donate $1 Million to Her Unborn Baby or Else She Will Have an Abortion

'Feminist drone' delivers abortion pills to Poland
DJ Gary Ganja Hopes To Hit New High With 'Music For Stoners'
No More Christian Events in Jerusalem Without Rabbi's Approval After Orthodox Jews Accuse Christians of 'Forced Conversions'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Jeremiah 49: Jordan Will Tremble and Fall!  
1. Netanyahu outraged at world powers concessions to Iran  
1. ISIS lone wolf violence on global stage baffles Western authorities fighting terror  
1. What are the implications of the Supreme Court's marriage decision? Four key things to consider.  
1. Franklin Graham Warns Gay Marriage Ruling Will Lead to Christian Persecution  
1. Turn the cheek and go the extra mile 
1. Featured Article: A Letter From James, Part 2  
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Jeremiah 49: Jordan Will Tremble and Fall! - Bill Salus - http://www.prophecydepotministries.net/2015/jeremiah-49-jordan-will-tremble-says-the-lord/
 
 
Another ancient Bible prophecy seems to be nearing its fulfillment! The subject nation of this vastly overlooked prediction is Jordan. Approximately 2600 years ago, the Hebrew prophet Jeremiah foretold of a tormenting fear that would someday engulf this Arab state.
 
The prophecy informs that Jordan will tremble as troubling events close in on all sides of its borders. Jeremiah 49:5 says "Behold, I am going to bring terror upon you," Says the Lord GOD of hosts, "From all your neighbors..." (i) In other words, terrorizing geo-political events surrounding Jordan will destabilize the nation. This type of terror has never overtaken this territory until now!
 
According to Jeremiah 49:1-5; the instability that occurs within the country burgeons into an epic biblical war against Israel, which results in Jordan's destruction and the expansion of the Jewish state. 
 
Therefore behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "That I will cause to be heard an alarm of war In Rabbah (Amman, Jordan) of the Ammonites; It shall be a desolate mound, And her villages shall be burned with fire. Then Israel shall take possession of his (land) inheritance," says the LORD. (Jer. 49:2-3, NKJV)
 
TODAY JORDAN FACES TROUBLE ON EVERY FRONT
 
Presently, Jordan faces trouble on every front. ISIS has its sights on Jordan and is pressing in from the north and northeast from strongholds in Syria and Iraq. ISIS has sympathizers inside of Jordan, like they do in Iraq and Syria. The Iraqi and Syrian partisans played a significant role in the expansion of ISIS into those countries. The ISIS supporters in Jordan, like their Iraqi and Syrian counterparts, embrace the same goal of an Islamic State in the Levant (ISIL), which is another acronym that ISIS goes by.
 
As the map points out, Jordan sits in the heart of the Levant. The concern is that ISIL will lockstep with their Jordanian adherents and capture Jordan.
 
Additionally, exiles continue to flood into Jordan from the turmoil in Iraq and Syria by the tens of thousands. There are approximately 710,000 refugees presently encamped in Jordan. This is comparable to about 11% of Jordan's overall population. In addition to creating economic and political volatility, many of these fugitives are prime candidates for ISIS recruitment. 
 
On the eastern front Jordan is unnerved by Iran's attempt to spread its hegemony in its direction through significant troop deployments into the embattled areas of Iraq and Syria. Moreover, Iran's funding of terrorist organizations like Hezbollah, (to the north) Hamas, (to the east) and the Houthis, (to the south) further aggravates Jordan's situation. 
 
Of equal or greater concern is Iran's burgeoning nuclear program and unhindered development of intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBM). These ICBM's, which are designed to carry weapons of mass destruction, could someday land in Jordan, or fly over its airspace on route to Israel or America. Iran believes Israel is the "Little Satan" and America the "Great Satan."
 
Hezbollah's growing presence to Jordan's northwest in the Golan Heights intensifies the already existent tension between Israel and Syria. On Jordan's western front, Israel is bracing for another possible war with Hezbollah, which could eventuate in over 1500 missiles being launched into Israel daily. In anticipation, Israel is fitting many of its bomb shelters with high speed wireless Internet capabilities. Israelis refuged underground, for perhaps weeks at a time, will need to know what's happening to their country.
 
Once serving as a buffer state between Israel and the broader Muslim dominated Middle East, Jordan is on the verge of becoming more of a liability than an asset to the survival of the Jewish state. This is partially because the Jordanian Armed Forces are no military match for all the firepower mobilizing around it. These forces are mainly put in place to preserve the posterity of the ruling Hashemite kingdom. In the likely event of an ISIS external aggression against Jordan, and / or subversion from within Jordan, Israel could be drawn into the conflict. Israel has hinted that it would, if Jordan requests, ally with Jordan against ISIS.
 
Terrorism in the Sinai to Jordan's south complicates matters further because much needed gas resources from there are under constant threat. The Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis Sinai based terrorist group, who has pledged allegiance to ISIS, has bombed gas pipelines into Jordan in the recent past. Terrorist groups like this that align with ISIS are another growing concern for Jordan. Like Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis, the Jabhat al-Nusra terrorist organization based in Syria has also joined with ISIS.
 
These are just a few of the geo-political concerns that prompted Jordan's King Abdullah II to come to Washington in February and December of 2014 and again in February, 2015. This trio of recent visits evidences Jordan's urgent concerns about what's going on in their neighborhood.
 
These visitations were primarily intended to enlist America's strategic support against the spread of ISIS in the region, and to move the Palestinian - Israeli peace talks forward. There are an estimated 3.24 million Palestinians living in Jordan, nearly one-half of the country's overall population, many of which are discontent with the current Jordanian leadership. From King Abdullah's perspective, peace between the Palestinians and Israelis could provide some respite to the internal political strife occurring inside of Jordan. These Palestinians want a state of their own or at least more civil liberties within Jordan.
 
With all the geo-political mayhem around him, King Abdullah II is justifiably concerned about his and his country's future. Since the Arab Spring in 2011, he has seen the removal of longstanding leaders and allies in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Yemen and recently in Saudi Arabia, with the death of King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz. With the passing of these old guards the Jordanian king finds himself much more reliant on the strange bedfellows of America and Israel for his posterity.
 
WHY JORDAN and WHY NOW?
 
Presuming all the above is what drives the fear spoken of in Jeremiah's ancient prediction, the questions are why Jordan; and why now? After all, Jordan maintains a peace treaty with Israel, and is generally pro-western and is regarded by many as the most moderate Arab state in the Middle East.
 
The answers to these questions are found in Jeremiah's entire prophecy, along with parallel prophecies in Psalm 83, Zephaniah 2, Amos 1, Isaiah 11 and elsewhere. The element of fear overtaking Jordan is only a small part of the country's foretold future. 
 
Jeremiah 49:1-2, Zephaniah 2:8-9 and Amos 1:13 point out that Jordan is guilty of enlarging its borders at Israel's expense. Jordan is located within the borders of the "Promised Land" given to the Israelites through Abraham (Genesis 15:18), Isaac (Gen. 26:4) and Jacob (Gen. 28:13). This land spans from the Nile River in Egypt to the Euphrates in Iraq and Syria.
 
From the biblical perspective, Jordan is trespassing on prime property that Israel needs to secure and enlarge its borders. The Lord's prophetic plan, which is ongoing presently, was to regather the Jews from the nations of the world into the re-established nation of Israel as the Jewish state. Throughout most of Jordan's modern history it has been an obstacle to this sovereign strategy. Even today, Jordan, like the additional 21 members in the Arab League, refuses to recognize Israel's right to exist as the Jewish state. 
 
In the prophetic scheme of things, Jordan's peace treaty with Israel is geo-politically expedient and paper thin. After soundly losing three conventional wars in 1948, 1967 and 1973 against Israel, Jordan's former King Hussein found it lucrative economically, geographically, militarily and politically to befriend Israel. This was not, and is still not, considered to be a popular move by the majority of the Muslim world, which is mostly pro-Palestinian and anti-Israel.
 
Psalm 83 presents the most problematic prophecy concerning Jordan's future. It identifies Jordan as the "children of Lot," who were Ammon and Moab. Ammon and Moab team up in a ten member Arab confederacy that wants to wipe Israel off of the map and ultimately take possession of the Promised Land.
 
Psalm 83:8 predicts that Jordan will be supported by Assyria, which could be alluding to ISIS. There is a potential connection with ISIS in this prophecy. 
 
The stage is set in the Middle East Theater for several ancient Bible prophecies to find their literal fulfillment. Jeremiah's prophecy concerning Jordan is only one of them.
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Netanyahu outraged at world powers' concessions to Iran - http://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-pans-world-powers-over-iran-deal/
 
 
Islamic Republic tramples on human rights, spreads terrorism, prime minister complains, and yet the nuclear talks continue unaffected
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu expressed outrage Sunday at world powers for backtracking on terms they'd set for themselves during nuclear negotiations with Iran. 
 
Netanyahu's remarks at the start of the weekly cabinet meeting came as representatives of the P5+1 and Iran met in Vienna to try and reach a final nuclear deal before the June 30 deadline.
 
"We see before us a clear diversion from the red lines set by the world powers recently and publicly," the prime minister said. "Iran tramples on human rights, spreads terrorism, and is building a huge military infrastructure, yet the talks with [Iran], despite these reports, continue as usual."
 
Negotiations between Iran and the US enter a "critical phase" Sunday with tensions rising just three days from a deadline to nail down a deal thwarting any Iranian nuclear arms drive. Netanyahu, for his part, asserted that there was no reason to sign an agreement which was "becoming worse with every passing day."
 
The prime minister also pointed out that a recently published US State Department report on terror activity noted that the Islamic Republic's "state sponsorship of terrorism worldwide remained undiminished."
 
EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini was due to arrive in Vienna during the day after US Secretary of State John Kerry and his Iranian counterpart appeared to have made little headway when they returned to the negotiating table on Saturday.
 
"Obviously we are at a critical stage now," a Western diplomat said. "It's become more tense in the final days. But that was always likely to happen."
 
Global powers known as the P5+1 group - Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and the United States - are seeking to flesh out the final details of a historic accord to curtail Iran's nuclear program.
 
They are seeking an accord by Tuesday's June 30 deadline, building on guidelines set by a framework deal agreed in Lausanne on April 2.
 
Kerry told reporters that although he remained "hopeful" there was still "a lot of hard work to do."
 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif agreed, saying negotiators "need to work really hard in order to be able to make progress and move forward".
 
But his deputy Abbas Araqchi suggested parts of the Lausanne framework no longer applied because other countries had changed their positions.
 
"In Lausanne we found solutions to many things, but some issues remained unresolved," he told an Arabic-language Iranian television channel Al-Alam.
 
"And now some of the solutions found in Lausanne no longer work, because after Lausanne certain countries within the P5+1 made declarations... and we see a change in their position which complicates the task."
 
Officials have acknowledged the June 30 deadline may slip by a few days, but several diplomats have categorically ruled out any further formal months-long extension of the talks which have dragged for almost two years now.
 
With diplomatic pressure growing, other ministers from Britain, China, Germany and Russia are due to follow Mogherini to Vienna over the coming days.
 
French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, who flew in Saturday, said at least three "indispensable" demands remained unresolved.
 
"We want a robust accord that recognizes Iran's right to a civilian nuclear program, but which guarantees that Iran renounces definitively nuclear weapons," he said.
 
Fabius, who met separately with both Zarif and Kerry, stressed there must be "a lasting limitation of Iran's nuclear capacities in research and production" as well as rigorous inspection of military sites, and a mechanism to quickly reimpose sanctions.
 
It is hoped a deal would end a standoff dating back to 2002 which has threatened to escalate into war and poisoned the Islamic republic's relations with the outside world.
 
But any deal must stand up to intense scrutiny by hardliners in Iran and the United States, as well as Iran's regional rivals Israel, widely assumed to have nuclear weapons itself, and Saudi Arabia.
 
According to the Lausanne framework, Iran will slash by more than two-thirds its uranium enrichment centrifuges, which can make fuel for nuclear power or the core of a nuclear bomb, and shrink its uranium stockpile by 98 percent.
 
Iran also agreed to change a planned reactor at Arak so it cannot produce weapons-grade plutonium and no longer to use its Fordo facility - built into a mountain to protect it from attack - for uranium enrichment.
 
In return it is seeking a lifting of a complicated web of EU, US and UN sanctions which have choked its economy and limited access to world oil markets.
 
But on Tuesday Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, set out key "red lines" for a final agreement that appeared to go against Lausanne.
 
These included the timing of sanctions relief and UN access to military bases, needed to investigate claims of past bomb-making efforts and to probe any future suspicious activity.



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: c][image: c]
 
 
ISIS "lone wolf" violence on global stage baffles Western authorities fighting terror - www.debka.com 
 
 
The US State Department said Friday, June 26, that there was no indication so far "on the tactical level" that "the attacks in Tunisia, Kuwait and France were coordinated."
 
debkafile: That conventional prototype of Islamist terrorist operations is no longer applicable. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant ISIS has its own methods of inflicting widespread death which are hard to detect or predict. A decree sent from the top galvanized followers worldwide into initiating largely solo operations. The result was: 211 people dead on Tunisian beaches, a decapitated victim - the first in Europe - at an US-owned French factory, and 27 Shiites killed at a Kuwaiti mosque.
 
The three outrages were perpetrated on three continents just two hours apart.
 
 The second Friday of the Muslim festival month of Ramadan marked the first anniversary of the founding of the Muslim caliphate in Iraq and Syria under the rule of Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi and was therefore judged a fitting date for killing infidels and Shiites.
 
These atrocities, along with the mass-executions of Syrian Kurds in Kobani and attacks on Saudi Shiite mosques, were also designed to further inflame sectarian hostilities between Sunnis and Shiites and remind non-Sunni minorities, including Kurds and Druze, of the cruel punishment in store for them.
 
The latest operational mode of terror employed by the Islamic State is a special adaptation of the "lone wolf" method - which is nothing like the lone terrorist acting on impulse, such as Israel officials depict after a Palestinian crashes a vehicle into a crowd, or stabs a passerby. It rests on meticulous forward planning, according to all the evidence.
 
Most of the terrorists activated by ISIS are radical Muslims living or working outside Syria or Iraq, often in western Europe and the United States, who have pledged an oath of loyalty to the Islamic State and its caliph, or else Western converts who returned home from Middle East battlefields:
 
 These extremists set up their own operations for acting alone, or in twos or threes at most. They choose their targets according to three yardsticks:
 
1. The highest number of victims they can kill.
 
2.  The most gruesome atrocity, climaxing in beheading, for inspiring terror in a large community.
 
ISIS strategists have turned their backs on Osama bin Laden's tactics. He employed 20 Saudi terrorists to hijack two commercial planes for murdering thousands of people in the horrific 9/11 attacks in New York and Washington.
 
Fourteen years later, ISIS uses a single terrorist who is ready to die - or two at most - to execute a massacre. It took no more than one gunman, later identified as Abu Yahya al Qayrawani, firing his Kalashnikov non-stop, to mow down 39 mostly foreign holidaymakers on the beaches of the Tunisian resort of Sousse.
 
Disguised as a European holidaymaker, he sauntered out to the first hotel beach, his automatic rifle hidden in a large sun shade and opened deadly fire on the unsuspecting people lying there, swimming or heading for the hotel lobby. He then raced to the next hotel beach, firing as he went and killing people as they sought cover.
 
 He was only stopped by police gunfire. A bomb belt was found tied to his body, meaning that the shooting was just stage one of the attack. A big explosion was to have followed.
 
This was no ordinary "lone wolf" terrorist. It was a highly competent terror machine on two feet.
 
 The beheading of victims is another novel Islamic States method, compared with the classical Al Qaeda of yore. Its perpetrators are usually selected from a group of Muslim extremists with a history in the movement. The more gruesome the deed, the more valiant and honored is the perpetrator.
 
 Many of the jihadis are known to Western security and intelligence agencies. In same places, especially Britain, France and Tunisia, they may even serve local Western security agencies as informants, a role they use as cover for secretly setting up their attacks. This makes their attacks virtually unpredictable.
 
The unfortunate truth is that many Western counter-terror bodies have been penetrated by these extremists who pretend to cooperate in the war on terror and instead keep their handlers confused.
 
President Barack Obama has avoided linking terrorism with the Muslim religion. Friday, British premier David Cameron responded to the latest round of ISIS attacks with horror, but he also said, "...this terrorism is not in the name of Islam. Islam is a religion of peace." The killers, rather, "do it in the name of a twisted, perverted ideology."
 
debkafile: Too many Muslims, even those who do not preach violence, don't see it in those terms.
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
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We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/3/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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What are the implications of the Supreme Court's marriage decision? Four key things to consider. - Joel C. Rosenberg -
https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/06/27/what-are-the-implications-of-the-supreme-courts-marriage-decision-four-key-things-to-consider/ 
 
 
What are the implications of the Supreme Court's 5-4 decision on Friday to make same-sex marriage a Constitutionally-protected civil right? Is the Court's decision to change the definition of marriage really such a big deal, or are Christians hyperventilating over the issue for nothing?
 
Unfortunately, yes, this is a very big deal, and it puts America on a perilous path. Unless we change course soon, this could accelerate the nation's judgment and implosion.
 
Let me walk through four key things Christians ought consider at this critical time.
 
First, the Supreme Court is overreaching its Constitutional authority, and is thus undermining its own legitimacy and pouring gasoline on a highly-politicized issue that will deeply divide Americans for years to come.
 
If the Constitution even mentioned the word "marriage," the Court might theoretically have the right to address the subject. But the word is never mentioned in the text. Thus, the Framers of the Constitution never intended the federal government to define or regulate marriage. The 10th Amendment plainly states that "the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." So the issue must be left to the people and the States.
 
The 14th Amendment does not provide the Court the authority to redefine marriage and cannot be used to create a Constitutional right to a same-sex marriage. "In 1972, in a moment of lucidity, the Supreme Court rejected a 14th Amendment-based appeal on gay marriage," notes a legal scholar at George Mason University. "The case sprang to life when a gay man attempted to obtain a marriage license in Minnesota. The Supreme Court of Minnesota rejected all of the Constitutional arguments made by the Plaintiff. The U.S. Supreme Court found a 'want of federal jurisdiction' in rejecting the appeal."
 
Tragically, by overreaching its Constitutional authority, the current Court is undermining its own legitimacy. It is also taking an already-incendiary cultural issue and throwing gasoline on a growing political fire.
 
Second, the Court's ruling forces 320 million Americans to embrace overnight a radical reengineering of the entire social compact of marriage that even some of the nation's most liberal political leaders strongly opposed just a few years ago.
 
For more than 5,000 years, Judeo-Christian civilization has been built on the definition of marriage as one man and one woman in a sacred compact before God, creating a family that can bear children and raise them with the loving care of a father and a mother. Now, five unelected Justices of the Court are undermining the fundamental building block of healthy, stable Western civilization with no idea what the down-stream implications and ramifications will be.
 
Until recently, even some of America's most liberal political leaders were opposed to this radical social experiment. "I believe marriage is between a man and a woman. I am not in favor of gay marriage," then-Senator Barack Obama said on MTV during the 2008 presidential campaign. "Marriage has historic, religious and moral content that goes back to the beginning of time, and I think a marriage is as a marriage has always been, between a man and a woman," said Hillary Clinton in 1999, explaining why she supported the Federal Defense of Marriage Act (with a one-man-one-woman definition of marriage) that was signed into law by her husband, President Bill Clinton. Obviously, both President Obama and Mrs. Clinton have since changed their positions. In doing so, they and the five Supreme Court Justices who back their position are now putting people who still hold the position they once professed to hold in the position of being attacked as "bigots" and "haters" and "civil rights violators."
 
Third, the Court's ruling opens the door for a frontal and massive assault on religious liberty. Christians all over the country who hold to the Biblical definition of marriage are beginning to be taken to court and fined - some are even in danger of losing their businesses and their homes - if they do not agree to bake cakes for same-sex weddings, or cater such weddings, or take photographs at such weddings, and so forth. Other Americans are being subjected to government-mandated "sensitivity training" for not helping homosexuals celebrate their lifestyle. Still other Americans are being fired from their jobs for holding and teaching the Biblical principles of marriage.
 
For example, "the owners of an Oregon bakery learned [in April] that there is a severe price to pay for following their Christian faith," reported the New York Post. "A judge for the Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI) recommended a lesbian couple should receive $135,000 in damages for their emotional suffering after Sweet Cakes by Melissa refused to make them a wedding cake. As a result - Aaron and Melissa Klein could lose everything they own - including their home." 
 
The assaults on religious freedoms that are happening with growing frequency at the local and state level could now explode at the national level. The First Amendment to the Constitution plainly states, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." But the Court's ruling seems to put the un-enumerated "civil right" of a same-sex marriage above the enumerated right of religious freedom. Thus, the ruling now appears to give the federal government the power to force Christians, Jews and other religious people to embrace, sanction, support and serve same-sex marriage ceremonies - and embrace and support, or at least not oppose, homosexual marriage and lifestyles - or risk being sued or prosecuted for federal civil rights violations.
 
The Obama administration's top lawyer, Solicitor General Donald B. Verrilli Jr., was asked directly by Justice Samuel Alito during oral arguments in the latest same-sex marriage case whether Christian colleges and universities and other religious institutions who oppose gay marriage could lose their federal tax exempt status by continuing to teach Biblical marriage. Verrilli's answer was as troubling as it was revealing. "You know, I don't think I can answer that question without knowing more specifics, but it's certainly going to be an issue," said Verrilli. "I don't deny that. I don't deny that, Justice Alito. It is - it is going to be an issue." This suggests the federal government could soon try to force religious schools, churches and other institutions to actively support homosexual marriage or risk severe civil and possibly criminal sanctions. 
 
Those Christians who say, "Let's live and let live - just let homosexuals marry whomever they want and don't make such a big deal of this issue," are, unfortunately, being naïve. Many in the homosexual community - certainly the gay political activists - are not content with the mere legalization of same-sex marriage. They want to force the rest of the country to embrace and support them. Thus, they and their supporters in Washington will likely move aggressively to criminalize the Biblical definition of marriage and to severely penalize those who teach and follow it.
 
Fourth and most troubling, the Court has acted in direct and brazen defiance of the Word of God - and as painful as it is for me to say it, this will likely accelerate us towards judgment if America does not soon change course.
 
God, not government, created marriage. Indeed, God defined marriage in the very first book of the Bible (Genesis 2:23-24) as a sacred union between one man and one woman. In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus Christ reaffirmed this Biblical definition of marriage. Jesus said, "'Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh"? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.'" (Matthew 19:4-6)
 
Nevertheless, five unelected Justices have willfully moved to redefine what the Lord God Almighty Himself ordained. At the same time, nearly 60% of Americans tell pollsters that they support the legalization of same-sex marriage, up from about 12% in 1988 (and up sharply just in the past few years). Thus, while these five Justices bear much responsibility, they are acting in the will of nearly six-out-of-ten Americans.
 
Tragically, this is not the first time the Court has gotten a major policy issue wrong, or the first time it has acted in defiance of the Word of God. In 1973, the Court ruled in the Roe v. Wade abortion case that Americans had a Constitutionally-protected right to murder their unborn children. This was a morally unconscionably decision which has led directly to the death of more than 57 million children as well as terrible emotional and spiritual pain and suffering for millions of women. The Court's decision to undermine Biblical marriage and attack religious liberty will also lead to great sadness and suffering, not freedom and joy as its supporters contend.
 
The members of the Supreme Court have forgotten they are not truly the highest or "supreme" court in the land. There is a higher authority, and there is a grave cost to defying the Supreme Judge of the universe.
 
In Romans 1:18-32, the Apostle Paul warns societies that turn away from God and His Word. Three times in this passage, the Apostle warns that God will allow societies that rebellious against Him to slide deep into heterosexual and homosexual sin, along with many other sinful practices. Indeed, God vows to turn such societies over to debauchery if they will not repent, and He warns that such societies will, in time, face judgment and the "wrath of God."
 
These are some of the reasons I wrote the non-fiction book, Implosion, in 2012, because I'm deeply concerned that we are on a fast-track towards judgment unless we repent and radically change course. And as I wrote in the book, it is the responsibility of those who love God and follow the Bible to lovingly and clearly explain to individuals, societies and entire nations what God says in the Bible, what He offers mankind, and what He requires of us, and the grave consequences of refusing to listen to or obey the Lord and His Word. It is not our job to force people to obey Christ, or to be unkind or angry towards those who deny Him. Rather, it is our job to "hold fast the faithful Word," even to a society that won't listen.
 
How then should Christians respond to the latest developments?
 
The Court's latest decision must not lead Christians to anger or hatred or violence.
 
Rather:
 
1.Let us be moved to brokenness before God, to deep repentance and to ceaseless prayer - many Americans don't take God and His Word seriously because they don't see Christians taking God and His Word seriously; for this and much else we need to repent and ask God to show mercy us and forgive us.
 
2.Let us plead with our Father in heaven to pour out His Holy Spirit and grant us a massive spiritual revival within the Church that will draw us back to a close walk with Christ and faithful obedience to the Word of God.
 
3.Let us keep become far more faithful to teach and preach the Word of God, the "whole counsel of God," and clearly and lovingly explain to all people the Gospel - the Good News of God's love and forgiveness for all who will turn to Christ - and not be intimidated into silence.
 
4.Let us plead with the Lord to grant a Great Awakening to America at large - as we preach (and live) the Gospel, let us pray that God chooses to move so powerfully that millions of lost, unsaved people repent and turn to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and Redeemer of their lives, marriages and families.
 
5.Let us always be gracious and kind to those who disagree with us (on the marriage issue and/or other Biblical issues), constantly seeking to obey Christ's command to "love your neighbor" and to "pray for those who persecute you."
 
Here are some other excellent resources and suggestions as we enter this dark period in our nation's history:
 
*Russell Moore, a Southern Baptist leader, has published an excellent op-ed in the Washington Post discussing how Christians should respond. I hope you will read it and share it with others. "Why the church should neither cave nor panic about the decision on gay marriage," by Russell Moore.
*Pastor John MacArthur has also written an excellent article with suggestions for fellow pastors on how to address the latest developments. I hope you will read this, also, and share it with others. "An Open Letter" to pastors, by John MacArthur.
*Dozens of evangelical Christian pastors and leaders have published "An Evangelical Declaration On Marriage" that I would further commend to your attention.
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Franklin Graham Warns Gay Marriage Ruling Will Lead to Christian Persecution - Todd Starnes - http://nation.foxnews.com/2015/06/26/exclusive-franklin-graham-warns-gay-marriage-ruling-will-lead-christian-persecution
 
One of the nation's most prominent evangelical leaders issued a dire warning for the nation in the aftermath of the Supreme Court's ruling on homosexual marriage.
 
"I believe God could bring judgment upon America," said Franklin Graham in an exclusive interview.
 
Graham told me that Christians should be prepared for persecution in the aftermath of the Supreme Court's ruling on homosexual marriage.
 
"You better be ready and you better be prepared because it's coming," Graham said just moments after the court handed down its ruling. "There will be persecution of Christians for our stand."
 
Graham, the president and CEO of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and Samaritan's Purse, said he was disappointed in the 5-4 Supreme Court ruling.
 
"I'm disappointed because the government is recognizing sin," he said. "This court is endorsing sin. That's what homosexuality is - a sin against god."
 
Graham said regardless of the ruling, he will refuse to marry any same-sex couple.
 
"I will never recognize it in my heart because God gave marriage between a man and a woman and that's what marriage is," he said. "And I don't think the court - since it never defined marriage - doesn't have the right to redefine it. God gave us marriage. Period. And God doesn't change his mind."
 
The Supreme Court's decision means gay rights now trump religious liberty.  And if you think the cultural purging of the Southern States has been breathtaking, wait until you see what LGBT activists are about to unleash on American Christians.
 
"If pastors are going to be forced to provide marriage services for gay couples, I'm not going to do it," Graham declared.
 
Churches and faith-based business should prepare for lawsuits and government investigations. Pastors who refuse to perform gay marriages and preach from the Bible should prepare for hate crime charges. All dissent will be silenced by the government and the activists.
 
But I believe that an overwhelming number of Christians will defy the law.
 
Governor Mike Huckabee posted this message on Facebook: "I will not acquiesce to an imperial court," vowing to "resist and reject judicial tyranny."
 
In closing, I am reminded of something the late Charles Colson wrote: "If we're not willing to fight this, even to the point of breaking the law, or refusing to recognize the law, then we will lose everything."
 
Given the choice of obeying God or the government, I believe Christians will obey God - even if there is hell to pay.
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Turn the cheek and go the extra mile - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/06/turn-the-cheek-and-go-the-extra-mile/
 
Pastor Greg Laurie asserts, 'Forgiven people should be forgiving people'
 
Some people think of Jesus as the ultimate pacifist, like the first hippie of sorts, walking around and scattering flowers with a lamb wrapped around his neck. That may be the Jesus of their imaginations, but it is not the Jesus of the Bible. The Jesus of the Bible was loving, forgiving and compassionate, but the Jesus of the Bible also administered justice. He drove the moneychangers out of the temple with a whip.
 
Even so, Jesus set very high standards for his followers. In the Sermon on the Mount he said, "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles" (Matthew 5:38-41 NIV).
 
This is not to say that Christians are to be doormats. There is a place for self-defense. But here Jesus was giving specific advice for Christians when they are persecuted. These are not mechanical rules; they are principles for meeting the personal wrongs that come to those who follow Christ. There are times, for the sake of God's kingdom, that we take the hit, turn the other cheek, or go the extra mile.
 
In Jesus' day, a Roman soldier could require, by law, a subject of Rome to carry his pack for him one mile. Jesus was saying, "Don't carry it for only a mile. Go the extra mile."
 
Jesus also spoke of turning the other cheek: "If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also." In the culture of Jesus' day, striking someone in the face was among one of the most demeaning and contemptuous acts. Even a slave would rather be struck on the back than on the face. It was a calculated insult.
 
Modern equivalents of this might be slapping someone in the face, spitting on them, or making an obscene gesture. Jesus was saying not to strike back. Just let it go.
 
Is that an easy thing to do? No. Even the great apostle Paul struggled with this. When the high priest Ananias commanded that Paul be struck on the mouth, Paul shot back, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me according to the law, and do you command me to be struck contrary to the law?" (Acts 23:3) He was irritated. He was human, like you and me.
 
We all have been wronged in life. Most of us have been slandered, mistreated, ripped off, or taken advantage off. Jesus was not saying we should be the doormats for the planet. We are not to strike out but are instead to love people in a positive way.
 
Jesus concluded, "Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you" (Matthew 5:44).
 
This selflessness, this love Jesus calls for is found in many people whom God used. It was the spirit of Abraham when he gave the best land to his undeserving nephew, Lot. It was the spirit of Joseph when he kissed his brothers who had so badly mistreated him. It was the spirit that would not let David take advantage of the opportunity to take the life of King Saul, who had been pursuing him. It was the spirit that caused Stephen to pray for those who were stoning him to death. It was the spirit that every one of God's children should have.
 
If you are harboring hatred for someone in your life, I want to tell you something: It will bring your prayer life to a halt. In the same sermon Jesus said, "Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift" (Matthew 5:23-24).
 
Someone may have mistreated you or said something unkind. Why not go ahead and forgive him or her? You will find that it will help you maybe even more than it will help the other person. They may not even be aware of how much you hate them. They may not even know about your bitterness. Yet it consumes you and hurts you. It is killing you slowly. Why don't you do what Jesus said? Don't wait until you feel it. Just do it. It has been said that when you forgive someone, you set a prisoner free: yourself.
 
There is no greater example of someone who did all of these things than Jesus himself. After he had identified Judas as his betrayer, Jesus said, "What you do, do quickly" (John 13:27). Judas left, and the next time Jesus encountered Judas was in the Garden of Gethsemane. He knew Judas was there to betray him. He knew Judas was facilitating his arrest. Yet Jesus said, "Friend, why have you come?" (Matthew 26:50). It was one last chance for Judas to repent, and he missed it.
 
Then, as Jesus hung on the cross, what were his first words? "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do" (Luke 23:34 NKJV).
 
Some might say, "Well, that is good for Jesus. He is God."
 
That's true. But the Bible says, "Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5). We are to follow His example. Jesus died on the cross because we need forgiveness. Then we should extend that forgiveness to others. Forgiven people should be forgiving people.
 
May God help us to turn the other cheek and go the extra mile. May he enable us to have a change of heart so that we don't harbor hatred and lust.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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A Letter From James, Part 2 - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - https://gracethrufaith.com/verse-by-verse/a-letter-from-james-part-2/
 
We continue our study of the letter from James. In part 1 we determined that the letter was written by James, the half brother of Jesus, around 50 AD when most of the Church was still of Jewish origin. They had been scattered throughout Israel and surrounding countries in the persecution that began after the stoning of Stephen in 36 AD, and James was sending what was probably the first letter ever written to the growing Christian community. This week we'll look at chapter 2.
 
Favoritism Forbidden
 
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? (James 2:1-4)
 
Once again James identified his readers as believers in Jesus. As we began to see in chapter one, the purpose of his letter was to inform these new believers (and us) on proper Christian behavior, admonishing us to be not just hearers but also doers of God's word (James 1:22).
 
Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? (James 2:5-7)
 
Many believe that on a proportional basis there will be more people from among the poor than the rich who inherit the kingdom. Obviously we can't prove this, but from all the Bible says about money and what it can do to people, we shouldn't be surprised to learn that this is true. If so, it's the poor who are really God's favored people. A large percentage of the wealthy will find when they die that they've already received every blessing they will ever get, ever, and the rest of their eternity will be far different from their first few years.
 
And yet most believers typically show an inordinate and often undeserved amount of respect, and even envy, for the wealthy, while "looking down their noses" at the poor. James rightly condemned this practice. As we arrive in the Kingdom, no part of our earthly fame and fortune will accompany us. Therefore, the only thing we should value in each other is our faith, and as a group the poor have a much deeper faith than the rich, because they are much more dependent upon God's provision. Focusing on people's wealth rather than on their faith, dishonors the poor.
 
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. For he who said, "You shall not commit adultery," also said, "You shall not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker (James 2:8-11)
 
The term "royal law" appears only here in the Bible and was perhaps a term James coined. "Love your neighbor as yourself" is not one of the 10 commandments. The idea comes from Leviticus 19:18 where it was part of an admonition against seeking revenge. I believe James took it from the Lord's answer to a question about the greatest commandment (Matt. 22:34-40). Jesus said the greatest commandment is the first one, "Love the Lord your God with all your soul and with all your mind." Then He said, "And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 
 
Remember, the context here is dishonoring the poor. In effect, James said that even if a person was able to keep the whole Levitical Law and yet dishonored the poor, God would consider him to be a lawbreaker because favoring one person over another due to worldly stature is a sin.
 
Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:12-13).
 
Once again James used the term "the law that gives freedom" from chapter one. There we learned that the law that gives us freedom is the Gospel. Jesus died in our place to fulfill the requirements of the Law, freeing us from the consequences of breaking it.
 
James is reminding us that this incredible demonstration of God's mercy toward us is meant to make us more merciful toward others. His mercy has stayed the hand of judgment against us and triumphed over it, canceling the penalties rightfully due us (Colossians 2:13-14). How could knowing this produce any other response in us than to show the same mercy toward others that we have received from Him?
 
Faith and Deeds
 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:14-17).
 
Remember that James was writing to believers here. He was not talking about what it takes to be saved. He was not talking about what to look for in others to see if they are saved. And he was certainly not talking about combining obedience to the Law with our faith to make our salvation complete.
 
He was talking about how we can tell we are saved. If our faith manifests itself in acts of charity and kindness toward others then we can be sure it is genuine. If not, then it's merely theoretical, an intellectual position we've taken that has no bearing on reality and no influence in our life.
 
Believers don't have to make themselves perform these acts of charity. In fact they have to make themselves not do them. The Holy Spirit will prompt every believer to perform various acts of kindness as circumstances arise. We have to refuse to comply by ignoring His prompting.
 
When Paul said it is by grace we are saved through faith and not by works, he was talking about the root of our salvation, which is faith alone. James was talking about what happens after we are saved, the fruit of our salvation, which is our faith manifesting itself in the way we live our life.
 
But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."
 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-and shudder (James 2:18-19).
 
Believing there is one God is not enough to save us. To be saved, we have to believe God sent His son to die for our sins, and accept His death as as the payment we owed for them. The gratitude we feel for what He has done for us is the energizing force behind our acts of kindness.
 
The demons believe there is one God because they've seen Him. They shudder because they know the judgment He has reserved for them. They know there is no escape because there is no comparable provision for their forgiveness.
 
You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone (James 2:20-24).
 
In Hebrews 11 the writer summed up Abraham's situation nicely. Long past child bearing age, he and Sarah, who had been barren all her life, were enabled to conceive and bring forth a son (Hebrews 11:11). Isaac was the heir God had promised Abraham, through whom all of His promises to Abraham would be fulfilled.
 
Then one day, before any of these promises had been kept, God asked Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham reasoned that God would raise Isaac from the dead rather than break His promise, and so he agreed. Of course it never went that far, and at the last minute a ram was substituted for Isaac. But figuratively speaking Abraham did receive Isaac back from death (Hebrews 11:17-19).
 
The whole story is told in Genesis 22 where it turns out they were acting out a prophecy. It foretold that one day God would offer His son as a sacrifice for sin. All this happened on Mt. Moriah, the same place where Jesus was crucified. Genesis 22 is often called the Gospel in Genesis for this reason.
 
Someone once said, "If what we claim to believe does not result in action, it's doubtful we really believe it." And that's the point James was making.  By his actions Abraham's faith was demonstrated as being genuine.
 
Some like to point to the apparent conflict between this passage and Paul's claims about Abraham in Romans 4:1-3 that he was not justified by his works but by his faith. But the context is totally different.
 
In Romans 3 Paul said no one is inherently righteous (Romans 3:9-19) and no one will be declared righteous by keeping the Law (Romans 3:20). But there is a righteousness from God apart from the Law. It comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe (Romans 3:21-24). In effect, Paul then said Abraham was the prototype for this because, although he was not inherently righteous, and didn't have the Law to govern his behavior, he believed God and his belief was credited to him as righteousness (Romans 4:1-2).
 
Paul was talking about attaining righteousness and James was talking about demonstrating our righteousness by our actions. Again, Paul was speaking about the root of our righteousness and James was speaking about its fruit. Both positions are correct.
 
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead (James 2:25-26).
 
Rahab lived in Jericho. She and all her neighbors had heard of what God had done for the Israelites, making a path for them through the Red Sea, and destroying the armies of Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. But while the others in Jericho cowered in fear, Rahab had determined that the God of Israel was God of Heaven and Earth, and had helped the Israelite spies who came to her by hiding them from her own people in return for her family's safety (Joshua 2).
 
After Jericho had been destroyed, her house was the only one standing, and she and her family were safe inside. Rahab joined the Israelites. She married an Israelite man named Salmon and they had a son who they named Boaz. Boaz was the father of Obed, who was the father of Jesse, who was the father of King David.
 
Rahab's faith was demonstrated by her actions. Because of it, she gained a prominent place among the Israelites and is mentioned in the Lord's genealogy (Matt. 1:5).
 
So ends James chapter 2. Already we're beginning to see that James was not writing to Jews still under the Levitical Law but to Jewish believers in Jesus who adhered to the "perfect Law that gives freedom." More next time. 06-27-15
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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