		

			



			[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/ac74cfee-7cbe-433e-a6e3-a56ea05c3f56.png]
	Date 6/30/15













		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopBarLeft.png]
				[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopShadowLeft.png]
		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopShadowRight.png]









	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_TopBarRight.png]




		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB1.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB2.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB3.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB4.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB5.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB6.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB7.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB8.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB9.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowLB10.png]
				[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/e5a0b624-bab2-4a07-b308-2d4bda36f565.png]



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	  
PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
World powers propose mechanism to ensure access to sensitive Iran sites 
US prepares for 'staggeringly consequential' Iran deal 
US says absurd to suggest that it will cave in Iran talks 
The devil is in the details in the Iran nuclear deal 
For world, limited options if Iran talks fall apart
France preparing to resume business with Iran
'Americans never presented Israel with full security plan for West Bank withdrawal'
Members of UNHRC 'don't care about human rights,' say protestors in Geneva 
Expert: Hamas, Not Israel, Caused Civilian Deaths in Gaza
Muslims Issue A Bulletin Throughout The City Of Jerusalem Calling On Muslims To Massacre All Of The Christians In Jerusalem By The End Of Ramadan
Terror attack in West Bank: Four Israelis wounded in shooting
UN report author: Israel, Palestinian groups are equal under the law 
Obama signs anti-BDS bill into law
New, $11m. Jewish center to be built in Paris despite record emigration 
French beheading suspect denies jihad motivation 
Pentagon: Islamic State seen as potent force a year after caliphate declaration 
Car bomb attack kills Egypt's top public prosecutor
A direct line from 'Arab Spring' to Islamic State 
New Jersey man charged with conspiracy to provide material support to ISIS 
Report: US intel community concerned about last resort chemical attack by Syria's Assad 
Putin urges all to fight IS group, backs Syria's Assad
Erdogan Planning Turkish Invasion of Syria?
US says no evidence Jordan, Turkey considering Syria buffer zones 
Israel acknowledges it is helping Syrian rebel fighters
Syria fighting could endanger truce with Israel, UN warns
Yemeni forces launch Scud missile at Saudi Arabia, Yemen military spokesman says 
Iran and Saudi Arabia edge towards cyber war, study says
Feds shut down background check database over flaw
FBI setting up command centers to monitor terrorist threats over July 4 weekend
Greece in shock as banks shut after snap referendum call
Statement by Greek leader Alexis Tsipras accuses Europe of 'blackmail'
Greece could face social unrest soon: Wilbur Ross
Drugmakers warn Greek medicine supply "may be in jeopardy"
Gas prices fall, Greece debt woes could cut prices even more
Greek Crisis Throwing Shade on September Rate Hike
World markets plunge, bank lines grow as Greece financial crisis deepens
Dow Plunges 350 Points, Worst Drop of 2015, Amid Ongoing Greek Crisis
Bear market grips Chinese stocks as investor panic grows
French Economy In "Dire Straits", "Worse Than Anyone Can Imagine", Leaked NSA Cable Reveals
Economists release critical Puerto Rico report after governor says it can't pay $72B debt
Puerto Rico Governor Calls for Delay in Debt Payments for 'Number of Years'
White House says it won't bail out Puerto Rico
Loads of Debt: A Global Ailment With Few Cures
Leap Second: Why Tuesday Will Be 1 Second Longer and Could Screw Up Your Computer
NASA cuts live feed as 'UFOs spotted leaving earth'
Star of Bethlehem? Jupiter, Venus to pair up for bright celestial event
6.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Ashkasham, Afghanistan
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Acari, Peru
Deep earthquakes in Bardarbunga and Tungnafellsjokull volcanoes
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 19,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 18,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
Japanese Officials Raise Alert Level for Mount Hakone, Order Evacuations
Helium leakage from Earth's mantle in Los Angeles Basin
Washington state wildfire destroys at least 23 homes
Robert Redford Urges Global Action on Climate Change
China cracks down on environmental protection, arrests thousands suspected of environmental crimes
Lamb engineered with jellyfish DNA sold as livestock in France
Feds predicted surge of illegals, see another 127,000 this year
Supreme Court denies states' request for proof of voter citizenship 
SCOTUS blocks Texas from enforcing part of abortion law
John Piper: Celebrating Homosexual Sin Isn't New but Institutionalization of It Is
It Begins: New Calls To Strip Churches of Tax Exempt Status After Same-Sex Marriage Ruling
Rev. Graham on White House Gay Rainbow: 'May it Remind Us of God's Judgment to Come'
U.S. Supreme Court's same-sex marriage ruling likely to have global impact
500+ gay pride youth engulfed in flames in Taiwan as Biblical-scale firestorm spontaneously ignites, raining down fire from above
Woman knocked unconscious by falling drone during Seattle's Pride parade 
Omaha man arrested for burning gay pride flag, resisting arrest
Will the LGBT Movement Evolve Into Transhumanism?
How Italian Priests Are Conducting Exorcisms To Break 'Voodoo Spells' On Terrified Nigerian Prostitutes
Supreme Court dissenters signal historic challenge to death penalty 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Watchman's View: 2015 Awesome Signs, Wonders & Insights  
1. Obama the Lawless and the Coming Day of the Lord!  
1. Pastor Greg Laurie: 6 Things Christians Can Do Amid Supreme Court's Gay Marriage Ruling  
1. Still unhidden connections: Israel, Iran and Palestine 
1. 16 Facts about the Tremendous Financial Devastation That We Are Seeing All Over the World 
1. Supreme Consequences: LA Times Vilifies Christians
1. Daily Devotion: Come Aside  
1. Featured Article: The Tin-Foil Hat Brigade
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Watchman's View: 2015 Awesome Signs, Wonders & Insights - Jim Nash - http://WatchmansView.com/Signs_%26_Wonders_of_GOD.html
 
 
JUPITER AND VENUS CONVERGE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OVER 2,000 YEARS 
 
"Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years" Genesis 1:14
 
"When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained"  Psalm 8:3 ...ordained here = appointed...or appointed times - Moedim or Moed - a fixed time.  The Sun, Moon and Stars were placed in the heavenlies so we would know and understand God's appointed times.
 
"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 
There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.  Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world."  Psalm 19:1-4
 
On June 30th and July 1st the planets Jupiter and Venus will be so close together that it will appear as if they are one great star, according to 'Sky & Telescope' magazine.  One hour after sunset on June 30th the two planets will be only 1/3rd of a degree apart.
 
The two planets have been getting closer together over the past two weeks as Venus closes in on Jupiter on June 30th.  This will not only be a brilliant sight in the western night sky, just after sunset, but it also has Christological significance.  The reason so is because it will resemble the celestial event that happened just before the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.  This could be a "sign" as we look toward Rosh HaShanah or Feast of Trumpets.  Dr. Ernest Martin, author of the book, 'The Star of Bethlehem - The Star That Astonished The World", in which Dr. Martin states that Jesus was born on the Feast of Trumpets in 3 BC - September 11, 3 BC.
 
This very rare 2015 conjunction offers us an opportunity to witness an almost identical view that the Magi observed and followed.  They were watching the paths of Venus and Jupiter very closely since the prophet Daniel had prophesied the date of the coming of the Messiah.  They joined together in the Constellation of Leo in what is believed to be the Star of Bethlehem.  According to Christian astronomers Venus represents the Bride of Christ; and Jupiter, also known as the King Star, represents Messiah, the Bridegroom.  Their symbolic union represents the Messiah in His reign on Earth, as Leo indicates.  The Magi anticipated His coming as the Redeemer and King.  Now, we look forward to or anticipate His coming as King and Bridegroom.  In short, this conjunction tells all who have eyes to see that the promise of reigning with Him as His Bride will be given to those who chase the Lord and catch Him.
 
There may well be prophetic implications for this conjunction, as this sign will take place on the night of June 30th and early in the morning of July 1st.  July 1st (7/1) has always been a date for us to be watching, because it is a sign of the coming Feast of Trumpets, or Rosh HaShanah (1).  Keep in mind that Jesus was born on the Feast of Trumpets, September 11th, 3 BC., and that the Feast of Trumpets is also the prophesied day (the so called "unknown day" of Matthew 25:13) for the resurrection of the dead.  It appears that this conjunction could be a sign of the Pre-Tribulation Rapture or Resurrection (new birth).  Does God do anything by chance? God "worketh all things after the counsel of his own will" (Ephesians 1:11), so is it not prophetic that this "sign" (as described herein) falls exactly on 7/1, the reminder date of the Feast of Trumpets!
 
Some websites (http://newsok.com/star-of-bethlehem-jupiter-and-venus-converge-for-the-first-time-in-2000-years/article/5430414 ) are reporting that there has not been a brighter, closer planetary conjunction of Jupiter and Venus for over 2,000 years - since the Star of Bethlehem!!
 
When we think of how closely this conjunction resembles the one that the magi witnessed and then we combine that with the prophetic implications of other current celestial events occurring in 2015 (see http://watchmansview.com/Signs_%26_Wonders_of_GOD.html ), we can't help but lift up our eyes and see that our redemption is drawing nigh!
 
(1)  The "Appointed time" / "Feast" of Trumpets - Lev. 23:24,25  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall you have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.  Note the 7th month on the Hebrew calendar this year is in September (and different year to year) - on our Gregorian calendar, July 1 or 7/1 is thus a reminder of Lev. 23:24,25.
 
"But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase."... "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end." Daniel 12:4,9 ...IS THIS THE TIME THAT GOD's SIGNS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD?
 
This is Addendum #1 (AD #1) to our series on 2015 AWESOME SIGNS, WONDERS & INSIGHTS - see all 12 of the 2015 Awesome Signs, Wonders & Insights at: http://watchmansview.com/Signs_%26_Wonders_of_GOD.html  
 
"He who testifies to these things says, 'Surely I am coming quickly.' Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"  Revelation 22:20 ~ MARANATHA! 
 
TIME IS SHORT (Romans 13:11) - WAKE-UP CHURCH! (Ephesians 5:14) Look-Up! (Luke 21:28, Buckle-Up! (Ephesians 6:13), because we are Going-Up! (I Thessalonians 4:16-17) SOON! (Revelation 22:12)
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Obama the Lawless and the Coming Day of the Lord! - David Pepe - http://www.theignorantfishermen.com/2011/07/obama-lawless-and-day-of-lord.html
 
 
Just in the last six years we have seen the Obama "regime" rejected and lawlessly over ride constitutional and moral laws on the verdicts on, gay marriage, balancing the budget, czars, Obama Care, drilling for oil, the protection of marriage, gays in the military, immigration, state law, the banking industry, the 2nd amendment, separation of powers issues etc. President Obama sees himself "above" the law and outside of its healthy restrictions. This addiction for power and control from this "pee-wee potentate" is plain to see for all. In the name of his subtle and deceiving concerns and personal causes, he has rapidly transformed our republic democracy into a tyrannical lawless state. Just as our founding fathers sternly warned us of what would be - when morality and sound biblical absolutes and principles were out right rejected by our leaders and the people - so has it become here in America today. 
 
After six years into his presidency Obama's agenda is an open book for all to see if one wants to be objective. His anti-Semite upbringing has been solidly on display these last few weeks and has become the global leader in seeking Israel's demise as he continues to radicalize the Middle East. My friends, Almighty God has zero patience for such behavior and even as Israel dwells in unbelief they remain the apple of His eye (Deut 32:10; Jer. 12:14, Zech. 2:8).  My friends, when an American president is presently leading the world against Almighty God's chosen nation Israel and is leading an outright rebellion against America's godly founding; seeking to violate the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God; be afraid... be very afraid (Zech. 14:14). Obama unknowingly has given over his mind unto his idol Alinsky's master (aka. Lucifer) and is presently one of his key tools in setting the table for Day of the Lord and man's final showdown with their Creator (Psalm 2, Rev. 6-19).
 
As Chancellor Palpatine (from the fictional Star Wars Saga) slowly and aggressively manipulated the masses, created straw men, manufactured crisis upon crisis, demonized the good with the end to destroy all opposition to his lawless designs and eventually seized absolute power and instituted himself as savior and emperor; so also can we see these traits in America's "street organizer" and chief and his lawless minions on the Left.
 
It is this writer's sound opinion that Obama and his leftist cohorts WILL fully succeed in their efforts. These "tools" of the Devil (John 8:44) will succeed in putting the final nails into the coffin of this once great Judeo/Christian society and nation, which was established and founded on the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God. America is already far past the POINT OF NO RETURN; fiscally, socially, morally and spiritually and no 2016 election or Tea Party will save her from sinking to the bottom of the sea. The Day of the Lord is at the very door! Be NOT deceived!! See Chart
 
Obama, like the countless others (Pharaoh, Cesar, Hitler, Stalin Mao, Mussolini, Castro etc.) of world's history who choose to out work a vain, godless and lawless ideology (Rom. 1:18-32) have all been Lucifer's pawns and tools for setting the stage for his lawless masterpiece, the "Anti-Christ" (Eph. 6:12, 2 Thess. 2:3-12, Rev.13). Once America is removed and rendered useless on the world scene by our ever growing lawless nation and leadership, what will ever contain and stop mankind's ever growing spirit of lawlessness from permeating throughout the entire world and enslaving the inhabitants of planet earth to the despotic fascist reign of godless and lawless men? Nothing at all, for that is exactly where we are heading as a world today; straight into the "Day of the Lord" and "His Day of Wrath" upon the lawless designs and institutions of the world's leaders and their inhabitants (Isa. 24:4-6, Mal. 4:1). 
 
Lucifer is "at present" setting the final global stage for the world's reception and worship of "the" Lawless One (Eph. 6:12, 2 Thess. 2:3-12, Rev. 13). This man will be the lawless pinnacle of human depravity and will be exalted far above all the lawless ones that have ever existed before him - in the history of man - by Satan (2 Thess. 2:3-12, Rev. 13). Only one event, the Rapture of the Church of Christ and the covenant agreement in Daniel 9:26 prevents his unmasking and manifestation to a godless Christ rejecting world (2 Thess. 2:5-8, Rev. 6:1-2). 
 
This masterpiece of Satan will absolutely despise ALL that is Almighty God; His ETERNAL Person, His ETERNAL sovereignty, His established ETERNAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, His OMNIPOTENT creative design, and His ordained and established laws and absolutes for time and ETERNITY (Dan. 7:25, Rev. 13: 5-6). Most of all, it will be this man's burning passion to tyrannically oppose - lock stock and barrel during this seven year period - Almighty God's Divine and angelic revelation, His signs and wonders, His godly messengers of the glorious gospel of Jesus Messiah and chiefly - Almighty God's Christ "the Lamb of Almighty God" (Dan. 7: 25, 9:27, 11:36-39, Rev.17:12-14; Rev. 6-19).
 
This seven year period will be the junction station of the last 4300 years of the godless and lawless rebellion of Noah's descendants (Gen. 9:1-19, 10, 11). The horrific devastation and global tribulation at this time will bring to the forefront man's godless rebellion and rejection of Almighty God's saving grace (2 Thess. 2:10-12). There is nothing like intense tribulation, oppression, and anarchy to bring out that which is in the heart of fallen man (Gen. 6:3, 5, Jer.17:9, Matt. 15:17-20, Gal. 5:19-21). These conditions will either open the eyes of sinful man to the realities and saving grace and love of Almighty God (Rom. 7:24-25, Eph. 2:1-10), or it will harden the lawless heart of fallen man solid as a diamond (2 Thess. 2:10-12, Heb. 3:15, Rev. 9:20-21, 14:9-11, 16:9). It will be at this time that one's personal choice will be made abundantly clear. There will be absolutely no confusion or misunderstanding about the choice that one will make at this time. One will either choose to follow Almighty God and His RIGHTEOUSNESS (Rom. 5:1, 10:2-4) or one will follow the godless insanity of the fallen angel Lucifer and his delusional make believe that will lead all that follow him to ETERNAL damnation and desolation (Matt. 24:15, 25:41, 2 Thess. 2:10-12, Rev. 14:9-11, 20:10-15).
 
All that side with Lucifer (i.e., Satan) and his Anti Christ's lawless rebellion at this time will indeed be doing so against the ETERNAL ESTABLISHED RIGHTEOUSNESS of Almighty God (2 Thess. 2:3-12, Rev. 14:9-11). These "hater's of reality" will FOREVER share and align themselves with Lucifer's godless lawless rebellion. These lovers of lawlessness will seal their fate in perdition and ETERNAL Fire (Matt. 25:41, Rev. 14:9-11, 20:10-15), for the anti-Christ (the man of lawlessness) IS the abomination that will make all who follow him ETERNALLY desolate (Matt. 24:15, 25:41, 2 Thess. 2:10-12, Rev. 14:9-11, 20:10-15).
 
In this lawless one's 3 ½ year autocratic despotic totalitarian fascist global reign, he will be absolutely invincible (Dan. 11:36-39, Rev. 13). He will seek the global worship not just of himself, but for his tyrannical angelic master Lucifer, the father and progenitor of all that is lawless (Isa. 14: 12-16, Ezek 28:13-18, Dan. 11:36-39, John 8:44, 1 John 3:8, Rev. 13). Those that will worship him - at this time - will worship him in a vile state of lawlessness.
 
The Righteous One
 
There is ONLY One who is RIGHTEOUS and gave himself for the sins and transgressions of the whole world. That One is the Son of Almighty God Jesus Christ. The Bible states;
 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved" (John 3:16-17).
 
"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit" (1 Peter 3:18).
 
As we see lawlessness abounding in these present days with no end in sight, may your heart be looking to the Savior of mankind.
 
Do you have a personal relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ in spirit and truth as the Bible clearly teaches (John 4:24)? If not, be sure to place your trust in Him today. It is absolutely crucial for your ETERNITY. He will deliver you from ALL of your transgressions against the ETERNAL RIGHTEOUS absolutes of Almighty God and the lawlessness of your heart (Jer 17:9). May you place your trust in Him today! You will NEVER be the same!
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!
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Pastor Greg Laurie: 6 Things Christians Can Do Amid Supreme Court's Gay Marriage Ruling - By Anugrah Kumar -
http://www.christianpost.com/news/pastor-greg-laurie-6-things-christians-can-do-amid-supreme-courts-gay-marriage-ruling-140946/ 
 
 
California megachurch pastor Greg Laurie gave a special sermon Sunday to help his congregation and Christians elsewhere in the country deal with the U.S. Supreme Court ruling legalizing gay marriage.
 
There are at least six things that Christians can do, he said, including showing the power of a biblical marriage to the world in his Sunday sermon titled "Stand Your Ground!"
 
"The church is under attack around the world," the Harvest Ministries pastor said as he began the sermon on Sunday, two days after the Supreme Court ruled that same-sex marriage is a constitutional right.
 
"I'm very disappointed by this decision. It is clearly the wrong decision," Laurie said, urging the congregation to stand their ground.
 
God created marriage, and it precedes all civilizations, culture and everything, he said.
 
Mark 10:6-9 points to God's purpose of marriage, the pastor added. "This special union will happen only between a man and a woman."
 
Biblical truth is being challenged, he said, adding, however, that just as it seems some things are coming apart, in the same way they are also coming together. "Bible prophecies are being fulfilled before our very eyes."
 
There are at least six things Christians can do in the wake of the Supreme Court decision and other attacks on Christians and Christianity, Laurie suggested.
 
One, "don't panic; God is still on the throne," he told the church.
 
He quoted Russell Moore, president of the Southern Baptist Convention's Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, as saying: "The Supreme Court can do many things, but the Supreme Court can't put Jesus back in that tomb. Jesus of Nazareth is still alive; He is still calling the universe toward His kingdom."
 
The church thrives when it is in sharp contrast to the culture around it, Laurie said, giving the example of the first century Christians, who also lived in a pagan culture where immorality was rampant. Yet "they turned the world upside down."
 
They didn't do it through protests or marches, the pastor said. "They out-loved, outplayed and out-gave the non-believers."
 
Two, we need to remember that Romans 8:28 is still in the Bible, Laurie told the congregation.
 
"Even a ruling like this can, in God's sovereign will, work together for our good and His glory," he said.
 
Three, we need to show this culture what a biblical marriage looks like, Laurie shared.
 
A reason why marriage is a big deal to God is because "of all of the pictures, of all of the illustrations He could have chosen to illustrate His love for the Church and His Church's love for Him, He chose marriage."
 
"Your marriage should be a testimony and an example" to the non-believing world, Laurie urged.
 
If you have problems in your marriage, "forgive and move forward," the pastor said, explaining that differences between spouses are bound to happen but love can overcome them.
 
Four, we need to show the love of Christ to everyone, Laurie said. To do that, we need to meet them where they are and greet them with the Gospel, he added. "God loves everyone, no matter what they have done."
 
Nobody is born a gay, the megachurch pastor said. One may be tempted with attraction for the same-sex, which can be resisted, he explained, and read out a letter a former lesbian woman wrote to him about how she turned away from homosexuality after her conversion as she listened to his messages on the radio.
 
"The Gospel does not define us by our temptations, but by the righteousness of Christ," Laurie stated.
 
Laurie also said we need to love homosexual people but not condone or accept homosexuality. Evaluating and speaking the truth in love are not judging or condemning, he explained.
 
Five, we need to engage all people with the Gospel, Laurie said.
 
Deep down, everyone is searching for a relationship with God, he said. "God can change anyone."
 
Six, we need to pray no matter what, Laurie said. "We need to pray that America has a spiritual awakening."
 
There's no political messiah that is going to save us now, Laurie underlined. "This is bigger than politics, this is bigger than culture ... this is a spiritual war we are engaged in, and we need a spiritual solution. ... America needs a revival like she has never needed it before."
 
We might lose a few battles, but the Bible says we're going to win the war, Laurie emphasized, stressing the importance of being equipped with the armor of God.
 
He quoted Ephesians 6:10-13: "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand."
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COMING SOON!

Our new video is in production, and this may be the most important video that we have ever produced.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night, is a video that every believer should own.The Rapture and the Thief in the Night is an excellent video for witnessing and evangelizing here and now! More importantly, it is also a video that each one of us will want to make sure that our loved ones, that missed the Rapture, will have and watch and prayerfully accept the Lord's gift of eternal salvation!
 

[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/ac3f03a2-a92c-4751-bdc0-040ca72b800b.jpg] 

  
	[image: https://thumbnail.constantcontact.com/remoting/v1/vthumb/YOUTUBE/e21a3cb802ef427f8a025a94df48ca11]


 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/23/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
Production Costs

 
Every video cost us about $2000 dollars to produce, you can also donate to our general fund if you feel led to help us offset the production costs, we will be forever grateful! 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384

 
Also, there is still time to enter our drawing for the Bible Commentary sets, see below for more information!
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Still unhidden connections: Israel, Iran and 'Palestine' - By Louis Rene Beres - http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Still-unhidden-connections-Israel-Iran-and-Palestine-407428
 
 
"The terrible 'ifs' accumulate" 
 - Winston Churchill, the World Crisis
 
Although a seemingly separate issue, the Middle East peace process cannot be properly assessed without considering the simultaneous impact of a nuclear Iran. A nuclear Iran, however unwitting, would enlarge the regional stability costs of a Palestinian state - any Palestinian state. More precisely, should Iranian nuclearization and Palestine emerge at more or less the same time, the cumulatively corrosive impact would be substantially greater than the mere sum of these "parts."
 
Since 2012, the Palestinian Authority has been recognized by the UN as a "Nonmember Observer State." Looking ahead, if Fatah (PA) and Hamas are able to restore a minimally functional level of cooperation and "unity," a fully sovereign Palestine could emerge. In notably short order, this 23rd Arab state would rapidly become an optimal platform for expanded war and terrorism, against Israel, and also against additional area allies of the United States.
 
Both Israel and the US must remain keenly aware of what the generals would call "force multipliers." Among assorted other regional consequences, virulent synergies between Iranian nuclearization and Palestinian statehood could create an existential threat to the Jewish state. Oddly, these potentially lethal and multiplying interactive effects are unhidden, yet largely unrecognized. What exactly might these destabilizing effects be? To respond, Jerusalem and Washington must first consider pertinent geo-strategic context. In the steadily unraveling Middle East, certain core adversarial patterns remain unchanged. Most conspicuously, Israel endures under still-coordinated international pressures to 1) renounce its undeclared nuclear forces, and 2) reciprocally, to join in a disingenuously proffered "Nuclear Weapon Free- Zone."
 
If Iran and its allies should come to believe that Israel had been sufficiently weakened by their "nonproliferation" demands, a previously calculated annihilation strategy against Israel could proceed. Seamlessly, perhaps, this military strategy could advance from terror to mega-terror, and, in successively added increments, from mega-terror, to war, to mega-war.
 
With US President Barack Obama's explicit and continuing support, nuclear weapons are now widely regarded as destabilizing, or even as inherently evil. In the specific case of Israel, however, the recognizable possession of such weapons could actually sometime become all that protects civilian populations from catastrophic aggression. Doubtlessly, maintaining successful nuclear deterrence - whether still ambiguous, or newly disclosed - will ultimately prove indispensable to Israel's survival.
 
In its Advisory Opinion of July 8, 1996, the International Court of Justice at The Hague ruled: "The Court cannot conclude definitively whether the threat or use of nuclear weapons would be lawful or unlawful in an extreme circumstance of self-defense...." 
 
Where "the very survival of a State would be at stake," continued the ICJ, even the actual use of nuclear weapons could at times be permissible. There is more. Israel is not Iran. Israel makes no threats of aggressive war or genocide. None. For the moment, at least, it does not even publicly acknowledge its advanced nuclear capabilities.
 
Geo-strategic truth may be counterintuitive. Not all nuclear weapon states are created equal. Not all states with nuclear capability are automatically a menace. Some may even offer a distinct benefit to world peace.
 
On its face, the plainly small size of Israel precludes national tolerance of any nuclear attack. This point has even been made openly by a senior Iranian official, who stated ominously: "Israel is a one-bomb state."
 
Israel is less than half the size of America's Lake Michigan.
 
To be sure, Israel's nuclear weapons are not the problem. In the Middle East, the only persistent source of war and terrorism remains a far-reaching and still-unreconstructed Arab/Islamist commitment to "excise the Jewish cancer." Faced with this literally genocidal threat, Israel and its few allies will finally need to understand that the "Road Map" is just another enemy expedient. To wit, on official Palestinian maps - which all describe Israel proper as "Occupied Palestine" - the Jewish state has already been eliminated. With these disingenuous maps, a cartographic genocide has already been imposed.
 
What about Iran? With a more openly declared nuclear weapons posture, Israel could more reliably deter a rational Iranian enemy's unconventional attacks, and also most of its large conventional aggressions.
 
With such a suitably updated posture, Israel, if necessary, could launch appropriately non-nuclear preemptive strikes against Iranian hard targets, and against associated counterforce capabilities.
 
Significantly, these assets could otherwise threaten Israel's physical survival with impunity. In the absence of acknowledging its possession of certain survivable and "penetration-capable" nuclear weapons, therefore, Israeli acts of anticipatory self-defense would most likely represent the onset of much wider war. The reason is simple: There would then remain no aptly convincing threat of Israeli counter-retaliation.
 
The decision to bring its "bomb" out of the "basement" would not be an easy one for Israel. Nonetheless, the realities of facing not only a nuclear- capable Iran, but also other potential nuclear aspirants in the region - in compelling synergies with anti-Israel terrorists - obligate a serious reconsideration of "deliberate ambiguity."
 
As corollary, Jerusalem would need to clarify that its multiple-level active defenses will always operate in tandem with its decisive nuclear retaliations.
 
What about "Palestine," the other half of a prospectively corrosive synergy? Soon, it will soon become apparent that Islamic State (IS) and other related jihadist fighters plan to move against certain state and sub-state enemies.
 
Already, in fact, IS is challenging Hamas control of Gaza, and is preparing to march westward, across the vulnerable country of Jordan.
 
In time, of course, IS forces are likely to find themselves "at the "gates" of the West Bank (Judea/Samaria), the territories still widely presumed to become Palestine. If, when IS arrives, a Palestinian state has not yet been created, these forces will effectively occupy the strategic territories for themselves. If a Palestinian state has already been formalized, they would then make quick work of the new state's predictably ragtag army, and more-or-less easily become the de facto government of "Palestine."
 
What should all of this mean? For Israel, the disturbingly plausible narrative ought to suggest the unreasonableness of clinging to any residual notions of a discredited "two-state solution."
 
For the Palestinians and their supporters, this same scenario should confirm that the single greatest hindrance to a Palestinian state - any Palestinian state - will not be Israel, but rather another even-more barbarous band of Sunni Arab terrorists.
 
Exeunt omnes?
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16 Facts about the Tremendous Financial Devastation That We Are Seeing All Over the World - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/16-facts-about-the-tremendous-financial-devastation-that-we-are-seeing-all-over-the-world
 
As we enter the second half of 2015, financial panic has gripped most of the globe.  Stock prices are crashing in China, in Europe and in the United States.  Greece is on the verge of a historic default, and now Puerto Rico and Ukraine are both threatening to default on their debts if they do not receive concessions from their creditors.  Not since the financial crisis of 2008 has so much financial chaos been unleashed all at once.  Could it be possible that the great financial crisis of 2015 has begun?  The following are 16 facts about the tremendous financial devastation that is happening all over the world right now...
 
1. On Monday, the Dow fell by 350 points.  That was the biggest one day decline that we have seen in two years.
 
2. In Europe, stocks got absolutely smashed.  Germany's DAX index dropped 3.6 percent, and France's CAC 40 was down 3.7 percent.
 
3. After Greece, Italy is considered to be the most financially troubled nation in the eurozone, and on Monday Italian stocks were down more than 5 percent.
 
4. Greek stocks were down an astounding 18 percent on Monday.
 
5. As the week began, we witnessed the largest one day increase in European bond spreads that we have seen in seven years.
 
6. Chinese stocks have already met the official definition of being in a "bear market" - the Shanghai Composite is already down more than 20 percent from the high earlier this year.
 
7. Overall, this Chinese stock market crash is the worst that we have witnessed in 19 years.
 
8. On Monday, Standard & Poor's slashed Greece's credit rating once again and publicly stated that it believes that Greece now has a 50 percent chance of leaving the euro.
 
9. On Tuesday, Greece is scheduled to make a 1.6 billion euro loan repayment.  One Greek official has already stated that this is not going to happen.
 
10. Greek banks have been totally shut down, and a daily cash withdrawal limit of 60 euros has been established.  Nobody knows when this limit will be lifted.
 
11. Yields on 10 year Greek government bonds have shot past 15 percent.
 
12. U.S. investors are far more exposed to Greece than most people realize.  The New York Times explains...
 
But the question of what happens when the markets do open is particularly acute for the hedge fund investors - including luminaries like David Einhorn and John Paulson - who have collectively poured more than 10 billion euros, or $11 billion, into Greek government bonds, bank stocks and a slew of other investments.
 
Through the weekend, Nicholas L. Papapolitis, a corporate lawyer here, was working round the clock comforting and cajoling his frantic hedge fund clients.
 
"People are freaking out," said Mr. Papapolitis, 32, his eyes red and his voice hoarse. "They have made some really big bets on Greece."
 
13. The Governor of Puerto Rico has announced that the debts that the small island has accumulated are "not payable".
 
14. Overall, the government of Puerto Rico owes approximately 72 billion dollars to the rest of the world.  Without debt restructuring, it is inevitable that Puerto Rico will default.  In fact, CNN says that it could happen by the end of this summer.
 
15. Ukraine has just announced that it may "suspend debt payments" if their creditors do not agree to take a 40 percent "haircut".
 
16. This week the Bank for International Settlements has just come out with a new report that says that central banks around the world are "defenseless" to stop the next major global financial crisis.
 
Without a doubt, we are overdue for another major financial crisis.  All over the planet, stocks are massively overvalued, and financial markets have become completely disconnected from economic reality.  And when the next crash happens, many believe that it will be even worse than what we experienced back in 2008.  For example, just consider the words of Jim Rogers...
 
"In the United States, we have had economic slowdowns every four to seven years since the beginning of the Republic. It's now been six or seven years since our last stock market problem. We're overdue for another problem."
 
In Rogers' view, low interest rates caused stock prices to increase significantly. He believes many assets are priced beyond their fundamentals thanks to the ultra-easy monetary policies by the Federal Reserve. Fed supporters argue such measures are good for investors, but Rogers takes a different view.
 
"The Fed might tell us we don't have to worry and that a correction or crash will never happen again. That's balderdash! When this artificial sea of liquidity ends, we're going to pay a terrible price. When the next economic problem occurs, it will be much worse because the debt is so much higher."
 
Of course Rogers is far from alone.  A recent article by Paul B. Farrell expressed similar sentiments...
 
America's 95 million investors are at huge risk. Remember the $10 trillion losses in the crash and recession of 2007-2009? The $8 trillion lost after the dot-com technology crash and recession of 2000-2003? This is the third big recession of the century. Yes, America will lose trillions again.
 
Especially with dead-ahead predictions like Mark Cook's 4,000-point Dow correction. And Jeremy Grantham's warning of a 50% crash around election time, with negative stock returns through the first term of the next president, beyond 2020. Starting soon.
 
Why is America so vulnerable when the next recession hits? Simple: The Fed's cheap-money giveaway is killing America. When the downturn, correction, crash hits, it will compare to the 2008 crash. The Economist warns: "the world will be in a rotten position to do much about it. Rarely have so many large economies been so ill-equipped to manage a recession," whatever the trigger.
 
Things have been relatively quiet in the financial world for so long that many have been sucked into a false sense of security.
 
But the underlying imbalances were always there, and they have been getting worse over time.
 
I believe that we are heading into a global financial collapse that will make what happened in 2008 look like a Sunday picnic by the time it is all said and done.
 
Global debt levels are at all-time highs, big banks all over the planet have been behaving more recklessly than ever, and financial markets are absolutely primed for a huge crash.
 
Hopefully things will calm down a bit as the rest of this week unfolds, but I wouldn't count on it.
 
We have entered uncharted territory, and what comes next is going to shock the world.
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Supreme Consequences: LA Times Vilifies Christians - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
The ink was hardly dry on the Supreme Court's rewrite of US marriage laws when the LA Times wrote a story not so subtly characterizing Bible-believing Christians as racists, murderers, bigots, and ignorant. The story, "Mississippi in limbo over high-court's same sex marriage ruling," began by pointing out that a very elated Mississippi same sex couple got "married" after the court's decision, while another same sex couple minutes later was refused a license to "marry." Mississippi's Attorney General Jim Hood stopped same sex marriages until the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals approves same sex marriage in the state. Then the LA Times began its anti-Christian tirade.
 
The build up went like this: "...as Mississippi, long at the heart of America's most divisive issues, from slavery to school integration, once again dug in its heels against the winds of change...shows that even a ruling by the nation's highest court cannot force immediate change where opposition is so deeply entrenched...To understand Mississippi's resistance to gay marriage, it helps to look at its legacy as a deeply religious and conservative state. This is where three civil rights workers were killed by the Ku Klux Klan in the 1960s; where James Meredith became the first black student to enroll in Ole Miss, but only after a violent confrontation; and where the Confederate symbol is still part of the official state flag."
 
The story went on to say, "It is where 59% of residents described themselves as "very religious" in a 2014 Gallup Poll, higher than any other state, and where 86% of voters in 2004 approved a ban on same-sex marriage." Then it quoted spokespersons from American Family Radio and the American Family Association explaining why Christians believe what they believe, and painted what they said as ignorant and inflammatory. Then the story quoted people from the streets in Tupelo speaking against same sex marriage, implying that "those attitudes" led to a homosexual being "run down by a car while walking home" in September 2011. 
 
Then the story quoted a tolerant pastor who, after marrying a same sex couple, said, "We live in the Bible Belt. People here believe that homosexuality is a sin...There's racial supremacy and religious supremacy." A pastor said this! This is why the consequences of the Supreme Court decision will have the most severe ramifications on Christians. 1 Peter 4:17 says, "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?" Making same sex marriage legal doesn't make it moral. The standard, the word of God, never changes. Yet much of the church turns a blind eye to truth. This particular Supreme Court decision, just as the one legalizing abortion, is a test for Christianity in this country. We all will be held accountable by our response.
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Daily Devotion: Come Aside - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
And He said to them, "Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while." For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. -Mark 6:31
 
The Sabbath is not a legalistic day that we as believers have to observe, but it is a great idea to take some time off and focus on the Lord. For many of us, that day is Sunday. I love to see Sunday set apart as the Lord's Day, just like the early church did.
 
We should make our first priority to worship with God's people. Maybe we will do some fun stuff afterward. But we shouldn't let anything stop us from getting together and worshiping and putting the Lord first. I think God will honor that in our lives if we do.
 
Even Jesus took time off. In Mark we read,
 
Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught. And He said to them, "Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while." For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves. (6:30-32)
 
I love that. "Lord, this happened. That happened."
 
"Have you guys had lunch yet?"
 
"We are too busy to eat."
 
"Come on. Let's get some lunch. Relax a little bit. You need to chill. You need to recharge. Come aside with Me."
 
If we don't come aside, then we will come apart. During the next 24 hours, your heart will beat 103,000 times, and your blood will travel 168 million miles. You will breathe 23,000 times and inhale 480 cubic feet of air. You will move 750 muscles and exercise 7 million brain cells. No wonder we all feel tired. We're constantly going.
 
The principle of the Sabbath is taking time off, recharging, and focusing on the things of God.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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The Tin-Foil Hat Brigade - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8074
 
You know who you are.  You're the person other people tip toe around when it comes to discussing current events or religion.  You are the person who can spend hours devouring scripture or news with equal vigor, pointing out 'last days' events to anyone who would listen to you.  You are semi-shunned at church.  You are disinvited from church socials, because you are just too intense and narrow-minded.  You're called a 'conspiracy theorist' or a 'Jesus Freak' behind your back.  You're always going on about the Lord's return and that "Rapture thingy".  Admit it.  You are one of them, one of those "prophecy nuts".
 
Isn't it ironic how that we live in the most prophetically active times since the days of Christ, and yet the world has somehow reached the pinnacle of its skepticism and cynicism?  Now, I'm not even talking about the unbelieving, Christ rejecting world.  They have always been skeptical and mocking of our faith.  But it would seem that the trend these days within the majority of professing Christendom, is to join in on the mocking of those who believe in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture and literal understanding of future events as laid out in the Bible. 
 
When Christ walked the earth, the dominant world super-power at the time was Rome, and they worshipped the god's such as Diana and Jupiter.  Furthermore, Jesus Himself performed hundreds of miracles, the biggest of which was bringing Lazarus back from the dead, and then resurrecting Himself, after the most brutal, public, and painful death a person could have...being publically flogged, then nailed naked to a cross to suffocate to death.  No faking that.  And yet, the nation was not convinced. 
 
For the last 150 years, Christianity has spent a significant amount of time and energy trying to defend itself against secular science and academia.  But by spending so much time and energy trying to quantify and validate our belief, we have in large part, neglected the supernatural aspect of our faith; primarily that we worship a God who exists outside of time and space. Even though our faith isn't indefensible by any stretch of the imagination, we still believe in things that can't be tested in a laboratory. 
 
*We believe in a human soul  
*We believe in a God who is one Being, yet expressed in three separate Persons
*We believe in an afterlife.
*We believe in Angels.
*We believe in a Devil.
*We believe that God's word is inspired by the Holy Spirit.
*We believe that God spoke the universe into existence.
*We believe that God flooded the earth in a global flood, saving only eight people.
*We believe that Moses parted the Red Sea.
*We believe in the death, burial, and resurrection of the God-Man, Jesus Christ.
*We believe that the Church age began at Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was given.
 
Yet, why do so many professing Christians find it ridiculous and hard to believe, that the Church age will also come to an end? 
 
Instead, when we bring the idea up that Christ will soon return for His Church and we are relegated to the 'tin-foil hat' group who go around promoting conspiracies?  Is Christ's return for His Bride a conspiracy?
 
You bet. 
 
But it is a biblically based one, and Satan hates it.  In fact, he has invested almost two thousand years trying to debunk it...yet, it will not go away.  What I don't understand though, is that these same Christians who will give credence to the prophecies that foretold Christ's first coming, seemingly apply a completely different standard of interpretation to the prophecies concerning His second coming, and thus, become dismissive of them.  Two of the biggest groups of Christian skeptics, are the Preterists, and Amillennialists, who in varying degrees to try say that all that 'prophecy stuff' has already happened, and the world will just keep going on in endless cycles.
 
But considering that all of the prophecies concerning Christ's First Advent were literally fulfilled, let us use an equal standard of measure concerning Christ's Second Advent.  To do that, we take Christ's own words;
 
 
"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  John 14:1-3
 
Now, consider these two points;
 
In Matthew 26, Christ has been taken and brought before the Sanhedrin, where they are conducting an impromptu and illegal court session, bringing in false witness after false witness, trying to throw anything and everything at Him to see what would stick.  Yet through it, Christ remained silent, letting his accusers hurl their baseless charges at Him.  But at a certain point, the Pharisee's had become incensed at the lack of His participation...
 
And the high priest arose and said to Him, "Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?"  But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, "I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!"  Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven."  Matt. 26:62-64
 
According to Numbers 23:19, God is not a man that He should lie, so Christ here, under oath to Himself, swore that He would return, and even they (those that pierced Him) would see Him coming with clouds and in power and glory.
 
The Book of Revelation was written in the mid 90's and here is the message John received on the isle of Patmos, some 35 years after the siege at Jerusalem, and 63 years after His crucifixion; 
 
Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. Revelation 1:7
 
And since those who had crucified Him had already died, and you and I exist today, wouldn't that include our eyes?  I don't know about you, but I know I have not yet seen Him come back, so this MUST still be a future event, destined and determined to happen by God.
 
Then we have the Apostle Paul's epistles, which overwhelming teach an expectant, imminent return of Jesus Christ for those that are His.  We are referred to as a 'bride' (2 Cor. 11:2), Christ's body (Col. 1:18), and simply the Church of God (1 Cor. 10:32).  And so it was Paul's ministry to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles (Gal. 2:8), and he taught us that Church will not be subject to the coming wrath, but will be delivered beforehand.  (1 Thess. 5:1-9)
 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 1 Thess. 4:15-17
 
Satan hated Christ's first coming.  God told him about this at the Garden in Genesis 3:15, and ever since, Satan has been invested in trying to corrupt mankind to the point for which a Messiah could not come out of the race of man.  But as God began narrowing down which tribe from the race of man the Messiah would come, Satan also began focusing on whom his wrath would target, which we know now was the Hebrews, then Israel, and then the Jews. 
 
But Christ came and did exactly as was prophesied, even confounding the rulers of that age by dying (allowing them to kill Him), because that would once and forever, secure His victory over sin, death, and hell. 
 
However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 1 Cor. 2:6-8
 
But even more so, Satan hates the fact that Christ will come again, this time to dethrone him as the defacto rule of this age. (2 Cor. 4:4)  Satan despises the Church, because we are untouchable in regards to our salvation.  But like I mentioned in the previous brief, our eternal security is not going to prohibit Satan from doing his best to render us ineffective.  That is the only tool he has left in his kit bag against Christians.  So he has invested much energy in turning the world's opinion against even the possibility that Christ could/would return. 
 
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture then is just icing the cake, because when we are caught up, we will be transiting through Satan's domain. (Eph. 2:2, 6:12), and will be victoriously paraded in front of the entire Satanic host as Christ's prized possessions of untouchables.   In fact, I think that Michael the Archangel makes the announcement with a shout, so that all the angelic hosts of heaven will line our parade.  The Rapture will be then, a divine rubbing of salt in Satan's wound.  After all, aren't we supposed to be salt and light?  And as much as salt is a preservative, it's also an irritant...and we have been an irritant to Satan and his agenda now for 2,000 years.
 
Assessment
 
The Bible contains literally hundreds and hundreds of promises from the Lord, concerning His coming back to earth to deliver His people and to establish a kingdom here.  The only problem is that many professing Christians have quit believing in them, and thus have quit looking for the Lord to return. 
 
They have become embittered toward the whole subject, and not only are not looking, but do not even want to talk about it.  This has always puzzled me, because as Christians, our great hope is Christ, and ultimately heaven.  Yet many Christians have become all too invested in this life, not realizing, that our time here on earth, is but a fleeting moment on the timeline of eternity. 
 
We will spend infinitely far more time in the next life, than we ever could in this one.  Yet, so few Christians have anything invested into it.  They've bought into the skepticism of preterism, or the man centered theology of Dominionism.  Many have bought into the notion that we are the kingdom now...despite the world crumbling around them.  Many have relegated His return as an unimportant or trivial secondary issue, ignoring the passages where Christ chastised the Pharisees for not knowing the times in which they lived.  (Matt. 16:1-4)  And so the number of faithful, watching believers today continues to dwindle down to a remnant.  Even Christ wondered if there would be faith on earth by the time He came back.  (Luke 18:8)
 
So knowing what we know from Scripture, Christ will return again one day, first for His Church, and then secondly in judgment with His Church. (Jude 1:14; Rev. 19:7-10, 14) Furthermore, even if we are almost 2,000 years removed from when Christ walked the earth, the implications are that we have more information now, than we ever did to validate our supernatural faith.  As the most prosperous nation, we were blessed with a complete Bible, religious liberty, and the nation of Israel stepping back into history, after a 1,900 year diaspora.   If believing those things makes me a 'prophecy nut' sign around my neck, then I will gladly wear it.  If it puts me in the "Tin Foil Hat" Brigade, then sign me up, because... 
 
Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.  But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. Luke 12:37-40
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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