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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iran declares 'good news' as nuclear deal appears imminent
France's Fabius says 'decision time' has come in Iran talks
Kerry, world powers miss Saturday deadline for Iran nuclear deal
Double dealing: Iran violating nuclear sanctions even as talks drag on
In Iran we trust? Illegal purchases of nuclear weapons technology continued to June '15
Khamenei: despite nuclear talks, 'we will continue campaign against arrogant US' 
Iran newspaper: If US attacks us, White House would be destroyed in 10 minutes
IDF 'heavily involved' in Israeli efforts to reach long-term arrangement with Hamas 
'Tony Blair negotiating with Hamas for Israelis' release'
World leaders suffering from blindness - 'look at Israel for blame'
Israeli Teachers Union denies supporting West Bank settlements boycott
Ambassador to Germany slams al-Quds day protest in Berlin
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi's crackdown in Sinai risks more instability in Egypt
After Italian consulate blast, Egypt says world must unite against terrorism
ISIS says behind car bomb attack at Italian consulate in Cairo
ISIS's female Gestapo wreaking terror on their own sex
Lebanese report: Israeli drone crashes near port of Tripoli
Libyan parties reach peace deal without Tripoli government
Saudi-owned TV: Saudi-led coalition says Yemen govt did not request truce
17 Dead in Boko Haram Attacks in Chad, Nigeria
Afghanistan says US strikes destroy its Islamic State branch
Afghanistan: Security Council welcomes direct talks between Government and Taliban 
Chinese Muslims 'on way to Jihad' deported from Thailand 
Serbia condemns 'assassination attempt' on PM at Srebrenica ceremony
Military provocations prove Putin is playing with fire
Texans organize 'Operation Counter Jade Helm' to keep an eye on the federal troops
Flag issue, now gay-marriage resolution threaten to derail key GOP House efforts
Germany mulling five-year 'temporary Grexit' plan
Greek debt crisis: Goldman Sachs could be sued for helping hide debts when it joined euro
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Tobelo, Indonesia
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Saumlaki, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Haebaru, Japan
Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 29,000ft
Ubinas volcano in Peru erupts to 25,000ft
70 Evacuated as Colima Volcano Spews Ash in Mexico
Raung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 15,000ft
Chan-hom Slams China Coast, Targets Korean Peninsula
Typhoon hits China - could be the most powerful storm in China since the government came to power in 1949
Typhoon Nangka Sets Its Sights on Japan
Two tropical storms stay well south of Hawaiian Islands
Tropical Depression Five-E Has Formed Off the Coast of Mexico
Tropics to Attempt to Activate Off US East Coast
Federal Buildings In SoCal Caught Wasting Water Amid Drought
El Nino Could Be One of Strongest in Past 50 Years
In wake of U.S. ruling, Taiwanese rally for gay marriage
Congregations diverge, evolve in views of same-sex relationships 
Producer: Same-sex marriage issue is 'purifying the church' & 'doing us good'
Acapulco holds mass gay wedding on beach
Ex-archbishop hospitalised ahead of Vatican paedophilia trial
Does the US Need a Nationwide Exorcism?
Pope laments 'gangrene' of corruption plaguing 'all peoples of the world' 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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	IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Back in Tehran... Khamenei adds red lines, Rouhani tries to resign, Jaafari hints at "fait accompli" soon  
1. Iran Threatens White House Will Be "Destroyed in Under 10 Minutes" Should Strike Occur 
1. Perfect Storm: The Implications of Middle East Chaos 
1. Violent Crime Is Surging in Major U.S. Cities and the Economy Is Not Even Crashing Yet 
1. A Fool, is a Fool, is a Fool, is a Fool...  
1. Temple Institute Raising a Genuine Red Heifer 
1. A very dark place in need of some light  
1. Featured Article: A Letter From James, Part 4 
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Back in Tehran... Khamenei adds red lines, Rouhani tries to resign, Jaafari hints at "fait accompli" soon -
http://www.debka.com 
 
 
Iran's top leaders remain ambivalent about whether or not to sign the comprehensive nuclear accord with the six world powers in Vienna as 22 agonizing months of negotiation falter on the brink. The all-powerful supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's latest comment was far from helpful. Saturday, July 11, he said publicly: "The US is the true embodiment of global arrogance," the fight against which "could not be interrupted" even after the completion of the nuclear talks. He also boasted that the Islamic Republic had "managed to charm the world" by sticking with those negotiations.
 
debkafile's Iranian sources report that Khamenei's remarks reflect the struggle between the pro- and anti-nuclear deal factions at the highest level of the Iranian leadership. For now, President Barack Obama's odds of less than 50 percent on a final accord may well describe the balance in Tehran.
 
 On June 29, President Hassan Rouhani was planning to resign when he asked the supreme leader to receive him first. He was upset by Foreign Minister Mohamed Zavad Zarif's recall from Vienna to Tehran for a tough briefing. Zarif had warned the president that the talks were doomed unless Iran gave some slack. The foreign minister said that the six foreign ministers were preparing to leave Vienna in protest against Iran's intransigence.
 
 Rouhani when he met Khamenei warned him that Iran was about to miss the main diplomatic train to its main destination: the lifting of sanctions to save the economy from certain ruin.
 
 The supreme ruler was unconvinced: He referred the president to the conditions for a deal he had laid down on June 23 and refused to budge: Sanctions must be removed upon the signing of the final accord; international atomic agency inspectors were banned at military facilities, along with interviews with nuclear scientists; and the powers must endorse Iran's right to continue nuclear research and build advanced centrifuges for uranium enrichment.
 
 Rouhani hotly stressed that those conditions had become a hindrance to the deal going through and insisted that sanctions relief was imperative for hauling the economy out of crisis.
 
 Khamenei disputed him on that point too. He retorted that the revolutionary republic had survived the eight-year Iranian-Iraqi war (1979-187) with far fewer resources and assets than it commanded at present.
 
 For back-up, the supreme ruler asked two hardliners to join his ding-dong with the president: Defense Minister Hosseim Dehqan and Revolutionary Guards chief Mohammad Ali Jaafari.
 
 Both told Rouhani in the stiffest terms that Tehran must not on any account bow to international pressure for giving up its nuclear program or the development of ballistic missiles.
 
 In a broad hint to President Rouhani to pipe down, Khamenei reminisced about his long-gone predecessor Hassan Bani-Sadr (president in 1980-1981) who was not only forced out of office but had to flee Iran, and the former prime minister and presidential candidate Mir Hossein Moussavi, who has lived under house arrest for six years since leading an opposition campaign.
 
 The supreme leader then set out his thesis that the danger of Iran coming under attack had declined to zero, since Europe was in deep economic crisis (mainly because of Greece) and because the US president had never been less inclined to go to war than he is today.
 
Jaaafri added his two cents by commenting that after a succession of fiascos, Obama would go to any lengths to reach a nuclear deal with Iran as the crowning achievement of his presidency.  The Revolutionary Guards chief then added obliquely: "Before long we will present the West with a fait accompli."
 
He refused to elaborate on this when questioned by the president, but it was taken as a reference to some nuclear event.
 
 Rouhani left the meeting empty-handed, but his letter of resignation stayed in his pocket.
 
 The next day, when Zarif landed in Vienna to take his seat once more at the negotiating table, he learned about a new directive Khamenei had sent the president, ordering him to expand ballistic missile development and add another five percent to its budget - another burden on Iran's empty coffers. 
 
 Khamenei's office made sure this directive reached the public domain. Zarif too was armed with another impediment to a deal. Khamenei instructed him to add a fresh condition: The annulment of the sanctions imposed against Iran's missile development and arms purchases.  
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Iran Threatens White House Will Be "Destroyed in Under 10 Minutes" Should Strike Occur - By Lea Speyer -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/45024/iran-threatens-us-destroyed-10-minutes-strike-middle-east/#d32kYHca2fs2q4LJ.97 
 
 
"Woe to the many nations that rage- they rage like the raging sea! Woe to the peoples who roar- they roar like the roaring of great waters!" (Isaiah 17:12)
 
An Iranian newspaper affiliated with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei threatened that the White House would be "destroyed in under 10 minutes" should an attack on Iran's nuclear facilities occur, media watchdog MEMRI reported.
 
The editorial in the Iranian daily Kayhan, warned that the US was "on its deathbed" and argued that a nuclear deal with the P5+1 was against the Koran. MEMRI translated the comments, which were made on June 17.
 
"Let us have faith that America is incapable of any misstep [against Iran], and that it cannot even attack Iranian facilities without the White House being destroyed in under 10 minutes," the editorial stated. "Let us have faith that the old 'village leader' [i.e. the US] has fallen onto his deathbed, and that even in his youth, he never made the mistake [of daring to attack Iran], and that he, like Israel, remains mired in quicksand."
 
The article compared the current struggle to finalize a permanent nuclear agreement with early wars of Islam, such as the Battle of Badr, where Muhammad emerged victorious and slaughtered all the Jews of Khaybar.
 
The authors called on Iranians to use the month of Ramadan as a time of prayer to redeem Islam, "which is entangled by the Jews' deception" and by the deceit of the US - "The Great Satan" - and Britain - "the willy fox."
 
The threats from the Khamenei affiliated media outlet comes as Iran and western powers have failed for the third time to reach a final nuclear agreement. The latest and fourth deadline is set for Monday as world powers continue marathon negotiations.
 
 
Three previous deadlines for the current round of talks - June 30, July 7 and July 9 - have come and gone. Officials close to the negotiations have explained that arms embargo and sanctions are the key sticking points preventing the finalization of the deal.
 
"Ninety-eight percent of the text is finished," a source told AFP. "Now there needs to be a political decision. And if that is taken things could quickly" progress.
 
Following a 90-minute meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini, US Secretary of State John Kerry tweeted Saturday that there remains "difficult issues to resolve."
 
 Leaked details of the framework agreement seek to reduce Iran's stock of enriched uranium from more than seven tons to approximately 350 kilos (770 pounds). Iran would also see the number of its centrifuges cut from 19,000 to some 6,000.
 
The head of Israel's Foreign Ministry, Dore Gold, warned on Friday that a deal between Iran and world powers would only increase Iran's global sponsorship of terror across the Middle East.
 
\In an op-ed published in the Telegraph in response to claims made by Zarif earlier in the week, Gold wrote, "The idea that Iran is a partner in the fight against terrorism is not only disingenuous but also absurd. What Zarif is seeking is a leap of faith by his Western readers, who are asked to believe that a country which has been repeatedly identified as the largest state supporter of terrorism in the world will suddenly be altered by an agreement over its nuclear program into an ally against terrorism. He is asking the world to simply trust Iran that this transformation is about to happen."
 
Gold outlined the immediate impact lifting sanctions on Iran would have and how it will "intensify [Tehran's] support for global terrorism."
 
"First, the lifting of sanctions on Iran will result in a windfall of cash for the Iranian treasury, which could reach $150 billion in the first year. As Iran decides which Middle Eastern insurgency to back with its IRGC units, it often has to establish priorities because it is operating under clear economic constraints. These constraints will be removed as Iran obtains the wherewithal to fully fund and even expand its terrorist activity worldwide," Gold wrote.
 
"Second, in past decades, states supporting terrorism feared retaliatory operations by the West, such as the US attack on Libya in 1986. Deterrence could be created. But if Iran becomes a nuclear threshold state, as a result of its impending agreement with the P5+1, what are the chances that deterrence of this sort will hold? Iran will seek to act with impunity as the terrorism it sponsors acquires a protective nuclear umbrella."
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Perfect Storm: The Implications of Middle East Chaos - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/Articles/Article.aspx/17211#.VaKOPptLjSd
 
 
Chaos theory in a world affairs context means that an endless variety of results exist
 
Henry Kissinger wrote that the causes of conflicts in the Middle East are similar to the causes that were operative in Europe in the seventeenth century, and which led to the Thirty Years' War. In other words, the Middle East behaves in much the same way as Europe did before the 1648 Peace of Westphalia, which ended that conflict.
 
From this it follows that the Middle East lags behind the modern world by more than 350 years with regard to matters of war and peace and the systems of relations between states. The significance of this is not technical, and does not lie in the number of years, but rather is substantive and qualitative.
 
In the Peace of Westphalia, the relevant European states defined the systems of relations between themselves on the basis of the recognition of the sovereignty of states, and on the removal of the religious component from among the factors legitimizing a declaration of war.
 
In contrast, the Middle East is headed in the opposite direction: state borders are disintegrating, sovereignty is meaningless, and much fighting is conducted along the friction lines between tribes, sects, and religions. Indeed, religious differences are the most significant, exerting a very strong influence over the systems of relations between the different groups in a large proportion of the places.
 
Moreover, in some places non-governmental military organizations are taking the place of states. Even in states that seem to be governing unchallenged, strong nongovernmental organizations maintain aid systems and armies no weaker than the state's. This process is not new, but has assumed greater impetus during the so called "Arab Spring," mainly because of the weakening of the state as a force in Arab society and the strengthening of the divisive forces within it.
 
This disintegration only serves to distance the Middle East from any process leading to political maturity of the Westphalia type. The Peace of Westphalia saved Europe from ruin and desolation. It is not clear that there is anything or anyone who might lead the Middle East to a similar agreement, or when this might happen.
 
So, where is the Middle East headed? Given the reigning chaos, it is very difficult to know. In the words of Professor Joseph Dan regarding "chaos theory" and phenomena in the worlds of nature and human society in general: "Causes exist, but their precise effects are not capable of being predicted, and within a system containing just a few causes, varied results of endless variety develop, such that no one is capable of predicting them with precision." 
 
Clearly we should be modest about our ability to assess future developments in the region. That is, even if we have good and detailed information about the various factors that brought about the present situation, those phenomena alone do not tell us will happen from now on. Moreover, external intervention in the process could lead to unexpected results that no one today has in mind. For example, the attack on IS by the US-led coalition, and the practical cooperation on the ground between Shi'ite militias and the US, could lead to a unification of the Sunni forces, who may come to view the US as the enemy of all Sunnis, and as having taken sides in the most ancient conflict in the Muslim complex -the battle between Shi'ite and Sunni.
 
The US has abstained from attacking Bashar al-Assad, yet come out strongly against IS. Yet the fact is that the Alawite Assad has killed tens of thousands of Sunnis and used gas against them, while IS aggression has killed far fewer people. To many Sunnis, the conduct of the Americans seems unreasonable and unjust. If the US cooperates with Iran or Shi'ite militias against IS, then this feeling will be strengthened, because the Shi'ites view not only the IS fighters, but every Sunni in Iraq, as a potential enemy. Shi'ite forces act in this way in every territory inhabited by Sunnis.
 
Furthermore, Sunni organizations and states will undoubtedly try to unite ranks against the Shi'ites, not out of love for IS, but out of hatred for the Shi'ites. Sunni feelings of persecution could change the balance of forces in the region, to the benefit in particular of radical Sunni organizations like IS - quite the opposite of what the US intends. Moreover, in the long term, America's conduct could lead to a broader struggle against it, even though today many Sunni states support it and are supported by it.
 
This is just one example of a distant scenario that is merely possible, but not impossible, which most likely was not taken into consideration when the decision was taken to attack IS, in order to contain the threat it represents. It's worth remembering that, among the processes we have witnessed in recent years in the Middle East, sometimes those that seemed less likely were the ones that came to pass.
 
The interesting question from a historical point of view is whether the coming century in the Middle East will be characterized by a constant, decades-long struggle encompassing several different conflicts: radical Islam versus the democratic West, joined by less democratic states with significant Muslim minorities (like China and Russia); Shi'ite Muslims versus Sunni Muslims; and episodic outbreaks of mutual destruction in conflicts unique to each region.
 
Or, perhaps the events unfolding before our eyes today, which seem like struggles between mighty forces over the future of the region, are nothing but a temporary episode, following which the region will emerge from the crisis and enter a more optimistic period? If so, it will become apparent after the fact that today's events were a kind of last spasm of the forces of evil before their disappearance from the region, which will become freer, more stable, and safer.
 
In any case, it is impossible to make sense of the current situation without absorbing the lesson that almost all the events taking place in the Middle East are rich with complexity. Many forces are entangled within them: forces representing centuries-old tensions between Sunnis and Shi'ites; forces of radical Islam, which is seeking its place in the sun against other forces pulling in the direction of social modernity; and local loyalties that have replaced allegiance to the state (which may have disappeared completely or just been significantly weakened), opposed by political forces trying to preserve the status quo in their own favor.
 
As stated above, it is difficult to assess what will ultimately emerge from this complex web of conflicts. However, insofar as it is possible to make any assessment, mainly on the basis of past experience, the direction that seems most likely, to my regret, is the pessimistic one.
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/23/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series

	[image: Welcome to Prophecy Update]

	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Violent Crime Is Surging in Major U.S. Cities and the Economy Is Not Even Crashing Yet - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/violent-crime-is-surging-in-major-u-s-cities-and-the-economy-is-not-even-crashing-yet 
 
 
Don't let anyone tell you that crime is going down in America.  All over the United States, rates of violent crime in our major cities are increasing by double digit percentages.  Murders are way up, shootings are way up and rapes are way up.  So what is behind this sudden spike in crime?  In Baltimore, authorities are pointing to the racial tensions that were stirred up by the riots that erupted in protest to the death of Freddie Gray.  But what about the rest of the country?  From coast to coast, we are witnessing a dramatic increase in violent crime, and the economy is not even crashing yet.  So what is going to happen when the next great economic crisis hits us, unemployment skyrockets, and people really start hurting?
 
When I was surveying the news today, I was very surprised to learn that the murder rate in Milwaukee, Wisconsin has more than doubled so far this year...
 
Milwaukee, which had one of its lowest annual homicide totals in city history last year, has recorded 84 murders so far this year, more than double the 41 it tallied at the same point last year.
 
And of course Milwaukee is far from alone.  All over the U.S., violent crime is jumping dramatically.  Here is more from USA Today...
 
Baltimore, New Orleans and St. Louis have also seen the number of murders jump 33% or more in 2015. Meanwhile, Chicago, the nation's third-largest city, has seen the homicide toll climb by 19% and the number of shooting incidents increase in the city by 21% during the first half of the year.
 
In all the cities, the increased violence is disproportionately impacting poor and predominantly African-American and Latino neighborhoods. In parts of Milwaukee, the sound of gunfire has become so expected that about 80% of gunfire detected by ShotSpotter sensors aren't even called into police by residents, Flynn said.
 
The crimes seem to be getting more brutal as well.  Just the other day, I was stunned by one particular incident that happened in Baltimore...
 
Gunmen got out of two vans and began firing at a group gathered on a corner Tuesday night, fatally shooting three people, police said.
 
The two gunmen shot a total of four people - one who was in stable condition - a few blocks from the urban campus of the University of Maryland, Baltimore, according to police.
 
The three deaths bring the homicide total for Baltimore for the year to at least 154, according to police news releases. That's an increase of more than 40 percent compared with the same time last year. Shootings have increased more than 80 percent. The city has seen a spike in violence since the April death of Freddie Gray after his arrest. The incident received widespread national attention and sparked unrest across Baltimore.
 
To me, that almost sounds like a scene out of some really violent mobster movie.
 
What would cause people to behave like that?
 
Things are also getting crazy out on the west coast.  According to Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, overall crime in the city is up by more than 12 percent so far in 2015...
 
 
For the first time in more than a decade, overall crime is up in Los Angeles through the first six months of the year, rising by more than 12%, according to figures released Wednesday.
 
The increase has continued despite the city's efforts to stem the crime surge, which followed consecutive declines since 2003.
 
"This is bad news," Mayor Eric Garcetti told reporters Wednesday. "Let me be clear: Any uptick in crime is unacceptable."
 
And some of the crimes that are being committed out there absolutely defy explanation.  For instance, just the other day someone walked up to a 30-year-old white woman as she was strolling with her boyfriend and fired a shotgun into the back of her head for apparently no good reason whatsoever...
 
Sunday night in Los Angeles as a 30 year-old white woman walked with her boyfriend near Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood, a mysterious black man walked up behind the couple and without saying a word fired a shotgun blast to the back of the woman's head, according to police.
 
The killer was seen carrying the shotgun as he ran to a car and drove away.
 
The search for the killer continues.
 
But it isn't just murder rates that are surging.  Sex crime rates are also on the rise all over America.  The following is an excerpt from a recent New York Post article entitled "Sex crimes are soaring in NYC"...
 
Sex crimes are soaring in the city, with an especially frightening spike taking place during the past few weeks, The Post has learned.
 
Misdemeanor sexual assaults as of Sunday night this year increased by 20 percent over the same period in 2014, from 1,003 to 1,203.
 
But they shot up 75 percent for the week ending Sunday compared to the same week last year - from 45 to 79.
 
I believe that we have reached a turning point.
 
I believe that we have entered a period of time when violent crime in the United States is going to start skyrocketing - especially once the next major economic downturn arrives.
 
Meanwhile, budget cuts are forcing police forces to cut back all over the nation.  For example, the number of patrol officers in the city of Detroit has been reduced by 37 percent in the last three years alone...
 
There are currently fewer officers patrolling the city than at any time since the 1920s. At one point, the Detroit police force was over 5,000. Today, the force is just 1,590 officers strong - and not all of those are on the street.
 
The city has lost nearly half its patrol officers since 2000 and ranks have shrunk by 37 percent in the past three years alone, according to the Detroit News. It's so bad that precincts are reportedly left with only one squad car at times.
 
But at least the police in the area have still maintained their sense of humor.  Just recently, someone stole 28,000 pounds of packaged nuts from a location in suburban Detroit...
 
Police in suburban Detroit are having a little fun while asking for help from the public in figuring out who swiped roughly 28,000 pounds of packaged nuts.
 
The Shelby Township Police Department says a truck and trailer packed with 18 pallets of walnuts and other snack nuts were taken the weekend of June 27. Police say the truck and trailer were found July 1 in Detroit, but the nuts worth more than $128,000 were gone.
 
This is the photo of the suspect that was actually released by the police...

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/2d50a457-d9cf-4326-9c8e-d5e78fcdb939.jpg]
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A Fool, is a Fool, is a Fool, is a Fool... - David Pepe - http://www.theignorantfishermen.com/2014/10/a-fool-is-fool-is-fool-is-fool.html
 
 
When I was first saved back in the early nineties I was struggling with the attitude of family and friends who mocked and rejected the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A dear sister in the Lord, who has walked with Him for years told me, "Dave, a fool, is a fool, is a fool, is a fool... (Rom. 1:18-32)" Indeed! How true that statement is and relevant for today. That truth opened my eyes and pierced the gullibility bubble that I had been dwelling in and became very liberating to me. Some 20 years later God has showed me through my own personal experience in my walk with the Lord the absolute depths of this truth and the sobering realities of the subjective fool (Psalm 14:1, Prov. 1:7, 10:13, 14:15, 18:2, Titus 3:3). Even today, with lawlessness abounding EXPONENTIALLY and sounding forth as loud as thunder, Americans still choose to remain deaf to the state of our nation's EXPONENTIAL social and moral ills.
 
The "low-info" individual and voter loves Barack H. Obama and are oblivious to where he is leading them, for in their hearts they are just like him in one way or another (Rom. 1:18-32, Jude 1:10). These individuals are beyond all reach of logic and common sense. If we were to ever turn this nation around we need these individuals to wake up and be on board, but that will NEVER EVER happen. These are willingly ignorant, godless, immoral, lawless, moral relativistic sheep of Satan's secularism and oh how they love it so (Jer. 5:30-31, Rom.1:18-32)! As our nation implodes right before our very eyes - morally and socially - these cannot and will not face up to the reality and are as the flooding waters in the lower parts of a sinking Titanic. The weight of their abounding lawlessness, hardheartedness and ignorance are presently sinking this nation and have placed us to the point of no return. Our nation has become so dumbed down and lawless that these over abounding  fools have zero discernment to comprehend who is before them and where it is all leading them (2 Thess. 2:3-12, Rev. 13). Oh perishing fools! You yourselves are ETERNALLY ruined! Dear friends, I must not leave this out... moderate Republicans and Democrats are no better either, for they themselves also are drunk with the same moral relativism thinking and godless utopian aspirations of the low info man and woman.
 
If these groups of Americans have zero problem receiving such a man as Obama, what is ever to stop them under greater squeezing and tribulation (Rev. 6-9) from receiving the Man of Lawlessness who is to come (2 Thess. 2:8-12, Rev. 13). We have seen just in the last 20 months of Obama's second term that those behind Obama and himself are NOT slowing down their lawless agenda at all... Conservative leadership, the moderate GOP and even moderate Democrats are finally waking up to this reality. There is no stopping him and the Left in their progressive push and even if the Republicans win the 2014 mid-terms; do you really think that they can stop Obama, his media minions slander, his progressive bureaucrats obstruction and the low info multitudes hatred? LOL! If you really think so my dear friend and are trying to be optimistic, then you yourself also fit into this category of "low-info" and fools.
 
 My dear friends, this reality of our hour ought to scare one to death. Is it not funny that every generation that has found its self at this pre-war or pre-collapse state always denies that such evil will fall upon them, but it always does... does it not (Jer. 6:14, 8:11-12, Ezek. 13:10, 1 Thess. 5:3, Rev. 6-9)? With the fall of America will finally come the fall of this world and global tribulation which cannot be comprehended (Dan, 12:1, Joel 2:2, Matt. 24:21, Rev. 6-19).
 
Beloved, Do not let your hearts be troubled, believe in Him and place ALL your trust in Him, for it is in Jesus Christ ALONE that there is EVERLASTING HOPE and FULL ASSURANCE (Acts 4:12, Rom. 1:16, Col. 2:2, 2 Tim. 1:12). Do your part to the fullest as an America in these last days all the while knowing that NOTHING will stop the Day of Lawlessness, the Lord Jesus' glorious second coming and the establishment of His 1000 year reign in TRUTH and RIGHTEOUSNESS! Be sure to see the BIG PICTURE first then all will fall into place! ETERNITY with our Savior is our future, NOT this fallen demonic wasteland called planet earth. The TRUTH will indeed set you free from the bondage and tyranny of Satan and his many faceted straw men, which are set up out there to distract you from the Savior and what is at hand (John 8:32, 36, 2 Cor. 4:3-4, Col 3:1-4)! Beloved use all of these things to draw you EVER closer to the Savior and never let your heart be troubled, for you safe as can be in His hands FOREVERMORE (Matt. 28:20, Luke 12:7, John 10:28, 14:18, Rom. 8:28-39, Rev. 1:17-18).
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: dailyjot][image: dailyjot] 

 
Temple Institute Raising a Genuine Red Heifer - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/197996#.VaKRWJtLjSd
 
 
Temple Institute partnering with expert Israeli rancher to raise herd of red heifers, for future use in Third Temple.
 
In partnership with an experienced Israeli cattle rancher, The Temple Institute has decided to raise a Red Heifer, in accordance with the Biblical commandment. 
 
The Red Heifer was a cow brought to Temple priests as sacrifice, and its ashes were used for ritual purification of those who had come into contact with a corpse. 
 
A prerequisite of the Third Temple, in order for a Red Heifer to be considered kosher for use, it must be raised from birth in Israel under specific conditions and in a controlled environment. 
 
To raise awareness and funds for the first ever project of its kind, The Temple Institute has launched a crowd funding campaign entitled "Raise a Red Heifer in Israel" on Indiegogo. 
 
During antiquity, Israelites waited for the birth of a potential Red Heifer, but with a combination of Torah knowledge and advanced science, The Temple Institute believes a Red Heifer can be bred in our modern times. 
 
Under the guidance of Temple Institute rabbis, frozen embryos of Red Angus cattle will be implanted into domestic cattle in Israel, leading to the introduction of this breed into the Jewish state. 
 
This method, authorized by Israel's Agriculture Ministry, has already proved successful with the birth of a number of male Red Angus.
 
"Three decades of research and preparation have led us to this special day," the Institute said in a statement. "During this period known as the 'Three Weeks,' as world Jewry mourns the destruction of the Second Holy Temple, The Temple Institute has taken a bold move towards the third." 
 
"Having already prepared over 70 sacred vessels including the golden menorah and High Priest's gemstone-encrusted breastplate, now is the time to fulfill the commandment of the Red Heifer. Make no mistake, this project is no less than the first stage of the reintroduction of Biblical purity into the world, a prerequisite for the building of the Third Temple."
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A very dark place in need of some light - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/07/a-very-dark-place-in-need-of-some-light/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie urges Christians to infiltrate culture, not isolate from it
 
Years ago I was in Alaska for a speaking engagement with my friend Richie Furay, a singer and musician. During our time there, we began playing pranks on each other at the hotel where we were staying. I collected a number of room service trays from the hallway and put them all in front of Richie's door. In turn, Richie put a large picture in front of my door so that I couldn't see out.
 
So I thought, I'm taking this to the next level. I called the front desk, gave them Richie's room number, and said, "I need a wake-up call for this room at 4 a.m. Then I need a back-up call at 5. Make sure this guy gets up." They didn't question it. Then I flew home.
 
Richie called me the next day and told me they called him at 4 a.m. to wake him up, and then he went back to sleep. But the next thing that happened surprised me. Someone went up to his room, unlocked the door, went over to his bed and started shaking him because they didn't want him to miss his wake-up call.
 
Is that what it will take to wake up America? Is it happening already? I believe we have two choices before us: revival or judgment. We know from the Scriptures that judgment will come to our country and to every country ultimately. But my prayer for America is that we will have at least one more spiritual awakening before that judgment comes.
 
As Peter Marshall, former chaplain of the U.S. Senate, once said, "The choice before us is plain: Christ or chaos, conviction or compromise, discipline or disintegration."
 
But what difference could one person possibly make? A very big difference, actually. Here is what Jesus said to his followers about how to live in this world: "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:14-16 NKJV).
 
The biblical worldview of this culture is that it is dark, and it is getting darker. By its very nature it cannot get anything but worse. That is because there is no inherent goodness to build on. People are not basically good, as some would say. People are basically bad. In fact, the Bible says, "The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is?" (Jeremiah 17:9 NLT). We have increased in scientific, medical, historical, educational, psychological and technological knowledge to an astounding degree. But we have not changed our basic nature.
 
I am reminded of a statement by Gen. Omar Bradley's in his Armistice Day speech: "We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. The world has achieved brilliance without conscience. Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants." 
 
Well said. Instead of getting better, we have only gotten worse. We have simply found ways to make things even worse than they already are. We go from war to greater war, from crime to greater crime, from immorality to greater immorality, from perversion to greater perversion. The spiral is not upward; it is downward. That is the course we are taking today.
 
The Bible does tell us that it is going to get worse before it gets better, ultimately before Christ comes back:
 
"In the last days there will be very difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God." (2 Timothy 3:1-4)
 
Anyone who knows the history of mankind, or even the history of the past 100 years, and thinks that man is evolving upward is being deceived.
 
Some Christians think the answer is to avoid the culture, to isolate themselves. But that is virtually impossible. We may remove ourselves and our children from our culture, but our culture will find us. And if we retreat into a Christian subculture, then we are missing the point. Jesus has not called his followers to isolate; he has called them to infiltrate. It is possible to impact our culture without being compromised by it. Jesus prayed, "My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it" (John 17:15-16 NIV).
 
It is possible to be sent into the culture without loving the culture. It is possible to invade the culture without having the culture mold you into its image. The apostle Paul said, "I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people - not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world" (1 Corinthians 5:9-10).
 
The point Paul was making is for Christians not to try and avoid the world. Our commander in chief, Jesus Christ, has sent us into this world. And it is a very dark place in need of some light.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	FEATURED ARTICLE



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: featured] [image: featured]


 
A Letter From James, Part 4 - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - https://gracethrufaith.com/verse-by-verse/a-letter-from-james-part-4/
 
This entry is part 4 of 4 in the series A Letter From James
 
This study will cover chapter four of the letter from James.  You'll see he still has plenty of good advice for living a victorious Christian life in our times, and he gives it to us in no uncertain terms.  Not for the faint of heart.
 
Submit Yourselves to God
 
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures (James 4:1-3).
 
James used very strong language here. His words for fights and quarrels can mean anything up to actual wars between nations. His point was whether it's an issue between two people or two countries, it begins with the desires of the flesh. One person covets what another person has, and instead of asking God for it, he "goes to war" with the other person to get it. Even when he does ask God he doesn't receive what he covets because his motives aren't pure. He's only looking to gratify the desires of his flesh.
 
The Lord promised us an abundant life (John 10:10), and He loves to give good gifts to His children (Matt. 7:11), but that doesn't mean He will provide every selfish desire of our flesh. Some things we want simply aren't good for us. They draw us away from Him, not toward Him.
 
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble" (James 4:4-6).
 
By the term "adulterous people" James was talking about those whose loyalties are divided between the things of God and the things of this world. Like a man with a wife and a mistress, they can't be fully devoted to either. Putting it another way, Jesus said, "No one can serve two masters" (Matt. 6:24). The more enamored we are with the things of this world, the more difficult it is to serve the Lord.
 
In spite of the Lord's promise of an abundant life, many believers go out ahead of Him and mortgage their futures for "the finer things in life". After all, that's what everyone around them is doing. And when they get them they're proud of what they've accomplished for themselves. Then, after a few years of making monthly payments, they realize they're enslaved to the lifestyle they've created. Their desire to live for the Lord may be real, but their ability is curtailed by the obligations they've undertaken in an effort to satisfy the desires of the flesh.
 
This is why Paul urged us to present our bodies as living sacrifices to the Lord, to be used for His glory. He admonished us not to conform to the pattern of this world, which is to satisfy the desires of the flesh, but to be transformed by the renewing of our mind (Romans 12:1-2). He wanted us to avoid this divided loyalty Jesus and James spoke against.
 
In the meantime, God longs for the Spirit He caused to dwell in us to be made manifest in our life. He gives us more grace, waiting for us to humble ourselves and proclaim Him to be Lord of our life so He can show us His favor by helping us free ourselves from the situation we've created. He knows that it's not the things of this world, but His blessing that makes us rich, and He adds no sorrow to it (Proverbs 10:22). There are no monthly payments associated with the Lord's blessings.
 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up (James 4:7-10).
 
When we submit ourselves to God and resist the devil's manipulation of our worldly desires, he will flee from us. No matter when it happens in our life, when we come near to God, He will come near to us. We'll begin to see how little value our life has been to the One who gave it to us. We'll wash our hands of our pursuit of worldly desires and purify our hearts from the double minded attempt to serve two masters. We'll realize the things that once brought us such pride and self-satisfaction have only blinded us to what's really important. Then we'll humble ourselves before the Lord and He will lift us up.
 
Speaking from experience, I can tell you that it's never too late for you to do this. So don't bemoan the fact that you've wasted so much of your life in the pursuit of false pleasures, rejoice in the fact that the Lord can take what's left of it and use it to do wonderful things. Remember, He's been jealously longing for the opportunity to do so (James 4:5). All you have to do is offer it to Him.
 
Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you-who are you to judge your neighbor? (James 4:11-12).
 
It's popular these days to look for evidence of a Godly life in other believers. We call it being a fruit inspector, but in reality that's just a more acceptable way to describe the fact that we're judging them. Jesus told us not to do this (Matt. 7:1-5). Paul told us not to do it (1 Cor. 4:5). Yet we do it just the same.
 
Boasting About Tomorrow
 
Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them (James 4:13-17).
 
Most believers routinely make worldly plans for the future not knowing whether they'll live long enough to fulfill them. It's an indication that they're focused on the desires of the flesh, and are not being guided by the Spirit.
 
In obligating themselves to these plans for their future, they become too busy for the good deeds they could be performing each day. If they're rushing to get to work on time, what can they do when the Holy Spirit prompts them to stop and help someone who needs it? They have to ignore Him. From an eternal perspective, isn't this putting things backwards? Will the Lord commend them for their focus on worldly success, or are the little things they could do for Him each day of greater value to the Kingdom?
 
They say they have to fulfill their responsibilities to work and family, but God has promised to meet all the needs of those who seek first His kingdom and His righteousness (Matt. 6:31-33). Are they trusting in Him or in themselves? People who don't leave enough room in their day to follow the prompting the Holy Spirit are saying the things of this world are more important to them than the things of the next one.
 
Living by faith is such a paradigm shift from the way of the world that many believers can't even imagine what it would look like, let alone figure out how to do it. Any thoughts they have of serving the Lord are relegated to the "someday" category while the self-created demands of their worldly life fill their conscious minds today. Meanwhile, the Lord waits patiently for them to realize that nothing they're working so hard for will bring them the fulfillment they seek.
 
When they finally do turn to Him, they find He will happily accept any little bits of time they have left to offer Him, and will help them find more as their desire to serve Him increases. And increase it will, because there's no greater sense of fulfillment than that which comes from demonstrating the Lord's love in our simple acts of kindness toward others.
 
Anyone can begin by just resolving to give to everyone who asks (Luke 6:30). The Lord didn't tell us to evaluate whether we think the beggar asking for a handout deserves it. He said, "Feed the hungry." Wondering if we're "enabling" him is just looking for an excuse not to help. What the person does with the money we give him is between him and the Lord. Our purpose in giving is to demonstrate our gratitude for the love the Lord has expressed to us. With this as our motive, we'll get the money back anyway (Luke 6:38).
 
In Closing
 
James didn't mince any words in this chapter so neither did I. If you're one of the few Christians to whom this doesn't apply, then feel free to ignore everything we've said. But surveys have consistently shown that over 90% of Christians today live lives that, with the exception of a few hours on Sunday mornings, are indistinguishable from their unbelieving neighbors. It is this group that needs to listen and take heart. Your time on Earth is rapidly coming to an end. Whatever you're going to do to express your gratitude for the free gift of eternal life you've been given, the time to do it is now. 
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
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