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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
'Suspect in fatal Tennessee shooting was upset over Gaza war'
Tennessee suspect texted friend link to Koranic verse before attack
Sailor shot in Tenn. terror attack dies; gunman reportedly failed drug test at nuclear plant
At least six US states move to arm National Guard offices 
UK ends partial arms ban on Israel over Gaza fighting 
US warns Israel against 'provocative' plan to raze Palestinian village
Lebanon media: IAF warplanes seen over skies of Beirut, central Bekaa
Hamas official sees 'breakthrough' in Saudi relations after Mashaal visit 
Saudi Arabia says arrested 431 Islamic State suspects, thwarted mosque bombings
ISIS blamed for exploding seven Hamas, Islamic Jihad cars in Gaza 
ISIS claims kidnapping of 3 African Christians in Libya
Islamic State claims Egypt's Sinai checkpoint attacks that killed five soldiers
'Hezbollah arrests 175 of own men for refusing to fight in Syria'
Water, power return to Syria's Aleppo after three week cut
Iraq violence: Car bomb kills scores in mainly Shia town
Kenya's Westgate mall reopens, nearly two years after bloody terror attack 
Iran's Khamenei hails his people for demanding death to America and Israel
Netanyahu: Khamenei's words prove nuclear deal will not stop Iranian terror machine 
Obama calls critics of Iran nuclear deal 'overheated and dishonest'
Netanyahu tells Steve Forbes the prospect for "worst kind of war" with Iran is growing because of nuclear deal
Gal-On: Iran deal should be given a chance; better than Netanyahu's threats and intimidation
Iran's Rouhani: Nuclear deal will lead to closer relations with neighbors
Iran nuclear deal gives more money to fund terrorism
Kerry: Fantasy to think that a better Iran deal could have been reached
17 ridiculous things the president said at the Iran news conference
Russia's Putin orders formation of new military reserve force
Protesters clash with police at Australian anti-immigration rally
Federal Reserve blames immigrant kids for robbing jobs from 'native' U.S. teens
Pension Shocker: Plans Face $2 Trillion Shortfall, Moody's Says
Obama collecting personal data for a secret race database
Greek banks to reopen Monday but cash restrictions remain
Not yet finalized, new Greece rescue is already in question
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Claveria, Philippines
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Adak, Alaska
Sabancaya volcano in Peru erupts to 22,000ft
Ruiz volcano in Colombia erupts to 20,000ft
Raung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 15,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
Rare snow in Australia as Antarctic chill sweeps eastern states 
Israeli water firms head to California to help combat drought
Shrinking Colorado River is a growing concern for Yuma farmers - and millions of water users
DC State Fair to feature marijuana growing contest
AP Poll: Sharp divisions after high court backs gay marriage
Jeb Bush: I'm 'Fine' With Transgender Soldiers if Morale Is Unaffected
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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	IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: A Letter From James, Part 5. Conclusion 
1. Netanyahu: The prospect for "worst kind of war" with Iran is growing because of nuclear deal - Polls show 47% of Israelis now support a unilateral strike 
1. Iran's Khamenei hails his people for demanding death to America and Israel 
1. Sunni Arab leaders aghast at Iran deal. Saudis publicly blast it as "worse than the U.S. deal with North Korea" & warn deal will "wreak havoc in the Middle East." 
1. Red heifers in Israel prompt 3rd Temple speculation 
1. The One I Thought I Knew 
1. Living between 2 worlds 
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A Letter From James, Part 5. Conclusion - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - https://gracethrufaith.com/verse-by-verse/a-letter-from-james-part-5-conclusion/
 
 
This entry is part 5 of 5 in the series A Letter From James
 
In this study we'll conclude our survey of the the letter from James, half-brother of Jesus. The original Apostles named him overseer of the Church in Jerusalem, a position he held until his death in 62AD. James probably wrote his letter around 50 AD or even a little before. The stoning of Stephen in 36 AD had led to the persecution and scattering of the young Church, which was still primarily made up of Jewish converts. This study will focus on chapter 5, the final chapter of his instructions to the scattered Church.
 
Warning to Rich Oppressors
 
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.(James 5:1-6)
 
Without any warning, James turned to unleash this tirade against the wealthy. In a few years the Romans would come, destroying everything in their path. The life style that the rich had come to enjoy, often by oppressing the poor, would be ripped away from them and they would be left with nothing. From the language it's reasonable to see this as a dual fulfillment prophecy, taking place both in the first century Roman conquest of Israel and in the end times where the Lord will hold the whole world accountable for things like this.
 
Patience In Suffering
 
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
 
Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
 
Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear-not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple "Yes" or "No." Otherwise you will be condemned (James 5:7-12).
 
Just as quickly as he left, James turned back to his primary recipients, the scattered Church. But everything he said to them is also good advice for our time. In many countries, the Christian way of life has never been tolerated and believers there have always lived under the threat of persecution. In the US and some other western countries this has not been the case, and persecution for our faith has been largely unknown. But lately we've seen growing signs that those days are rapidly coming to a close. American Christians are seeing increasing instances of persecution among us as our influence on society diminishes and our public voice is stilled. Patience will be the order of the day, and the Lord promised to reward us for it.
 
He said, "Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth" (Rev. 3:10).
 
The Prayer of Faith
 
Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective 
 
Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops (James 5:13-17).
 
The Lord's promise to heal His people first appears in Exodus 15:26 where it became one of the names by which He's known, "Jehovah Rapha," the Lord who heals you. This promise continues throughout the Old Testament. The Psalms, Proverbs, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Malachi contain numerous examples. Here are just a couple.
 
Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits-who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases (Psalm 103:2-3)
 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:4-5).
 
But this promise was not just for God's people in the Old Testament. Jesus healed the sick. When He sent His disciples out to preach the Gospel He told them to heal the sick (Luke 9:1-2). Later, He said whoever has faith in Him will do the things He did (John 14:12). That includes healing the sick. Peter and Paul healed the sick and raised the dead. Paul said that the gift of healing has been distributed throughout the Church for the common good of the body (1 Cor. 12:7).
 
Those who deny that the gift of healing exists in the Church today do so in the face of substantial evidence to the contrary, and without a single verse to support their position. Having never performed or perhaps even seen a miraculous healing, they've applied the reverse of 2 Cor. 5:7 and are living by sight instead of by faith.
 
Think about this for a moment. God has chosen us, the Church, to be His example of the incomparable riches of His grace in ages yet to come (Ephes. 2:7) bestowing on us every good and perfect gift (James 1:17). When Jesus came He demonstrated these gifts and empowered His disciples to demonstrate them as well. He said anyone who has faith in Him would do the things He did. Would He then suddenly withdraw His gifts from us without telling us He was doing so, leaving us without the remedy for our infirmities that He died to give us?
 
It is true that not everyone who applies James 5:14-16 is healed. But in those cases the reasons don't originate with God. He is the God who heals us. He sent His Son to die for us so we could be healed. Jesus never said the timing wasn't right, or that it wasn't God's will for a person to be healed.
 
The only recorded time when Jesus was given the choice to heal someone or not is in Matt. 8:2-3.
 
A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean."
 
Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 
 
Numbers 23:19 tells us God is not a man that he would lie, or the son of a man that he would change his mind. "Has He ever spoken and not done it, or promised and not fulfilled it?" Moses asked. And Hebrews 13:8 says Jesus is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. We can't blame God.
 
James reminded us that Elijah was just a human, like we are, and yet when he prayed that the rain would cease not a drop of water fell on Israel for 3 ½ years. Then he prayed for it to resume and it did. His point was if the prayers of an ordinary man of faith could keep the rain from falling on an entire nation surely they can heal us from our illnesses.
 
The problems with our not being healed have to originate on Earth, not in Heaven. Something, or someone, is impeding our prayers. Remember, the whole world is under the control of the evil one (1 John 5:19). A criminal knows what he does is against the law, but he does it anyway thinking he won't get caught. It's up to the police to stop him. In the same way, what Satan and his minions do to us is against the law, but they do it anyway. It's up to us to stop them, and the Bible shows us how. But we can't do that if we're somehow allowing them to do it or blaming God for the lack of results instead.
 
My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring that person back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins (James 5:19-20).
 
Only someone who isn't really saved can wander from the truth into the face of death. Paul taught that God takes ownership of all believers and puts His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit guaranteeing what is to come (2 Cor. 1:21-22). Jesus promised never to lose any of those the Father has given Him (John 6:39). He said no one can snatch any of us out of either His or His Father's hands (John 10:27-30).
 
Therefore someone who wanders from the truth and needs to be saved from death didn't really believe the truth in the first place. Turning such a person back requires helping them become truly saved. Only the blood of Jesus can save them from death and cover a multitude of sins.
 
In Conclusion
 
Of late, I've come across the opinion that James was writing to Jews who were still under the Law and therefore is not meant for the Church. They put forth several reasons for this, beginning with the way he addressed the letter, "To the 12 tribes scattered among the nations." But when James wrote his letter the Church still consisted predominately of converted Jews. And if he wrote it in 50 AD or before, the Council of Jerusalem which opened the doors of the Church to the Gentiles hadn't taken place yet.
 
They say James advocated a "faith plus works" form of salvation, which they interpret as keeping the Law. But what he really said was that true faith will manifest itself in the performance of acts of kindness toward others. James never once advocated keeping the Law as a requirement for salvation.
 
They say he never mentioned accepting the shed blood of Jesus as payment for our sins as the way to salvation. But he was writing to people who were already saved, explaining how to live a Christian life. His focus was not on salvation but on sanctification.
 
There are even some who put James among the "Judaizers" who insisted that Gentiles wishing to follow Jesus had to be circumcised and put themselves under the Law. But they overlook the fact that it was James who, only a few years after he wrote this letter, ruled against the Judaizers in opening the door to the Gentiles without any such requirements (Acts 15:13-18).
 
I undertook this study to dispute these claims as being without merit. In doing so I'm siding with the generations of Christians who right from the earliest days of the Church saw the Letter from James as valuable instruction to the entire Church, worthy of inclusion in the New Testament.
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Netanyahu: The prospect for "worst kind of war" with Iran is growing because of nuclear deal - Polls show 47% of Israelis now support a unilateral strike - Joel C. Rosenberg -
https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/07/18/netanyahu-tells-steve-forbes-the-prospect-for-worst-kind-of-war-with-iran-is-growing-because-of-nuclear-deal-polls-show-47-of-israelis-now-support-a-unilateral-strike/ 
 
 
Are Israeli leaders actively considering preemptive military strikes to neutralize Iran's nuclear threat, now that the world powers have struck a deal that gives Iran nearly everything it wants and puts Tehran on a legal pathway to The Bomb?
 
I was asked this last night during an interview on an American radio program. The host knew that I had once worked for Netanyahu, and that I stay in touch with his team and other Israeli national security experts. He also knew that I had written a series of political thrillers several years ago - The Twelfth Imam, The Tehran Initiative and Damascus Countdown - that imagined what might happen if an Israeli prime minister ordered such an attack, despite pressure from an American president not to do so.
 
Here are some thoughts:
 
1. First, let me be clear: I have no inside knowledge of what Israeli leaders are preparing to do. I haven't spoken to Mr. Netanyahu in quite some time. Indeed, having just returned to Israel on Tuesday, I haven't been in contact with any Israeli officials yet so I'm only sharing my own personal thoughts and observations.
 
2. Israel has used surprise military force twice to neutralize foreign nuclear programs. In 1981, the Israeli Air Force attacked and destroyed Iraq's nuclear facilities. Then in 2007, the Israelis attacked and destroyed a Syrian nuclear facility being built with the help of the North Koreans. An attack on Iran's facilities would be far more complex, and the possible retaliatory blowback could be horrendous. But yet, the Israelis certainly have the capability to do what they need to do, and they've been preparing for years for that moment. Given Israel's historic track record, it is possible Israeli leaders will come to the point of feeling they have no choice but to launch attacks on Iran.
 
3. I am certain Israel's leaders want to find every possible avenue short of war. They certainly would like to see Congress derail this dangerous - indeed, insane - nuclear deal that gives Iran everything they want and more. This will be the first focus. The Israelis could also potentially use covert means to sabotage or slow down Iran's pursuit of The Bomb. Meanwhile, the Israelis are quietly working with the Saudis and others Sunni Arab states to figure out ways to neutralize the Iran threat short of war, if at all possible.
 
4. That said, support for war is rising here. The latest polls indicate that 74% of Israelis say this deal won't stop Iran from getting The Bomb, and 47% of Israelis now support unilateral strikes against Iran, if need be, while only 35% oppose such strikes.
 
5. What's more, Prime Minister Netanyahu gave an interview to my old boss, Steve Forbes, indicating that the prospect of war - including a "nuclear war" - has just become much more likely because of this deal. You will find the full text of the interview (and a link to the video) below. I would encourage you to read it and study it carefully. Please be praying for peace, praying for wisdom for Israeli and other regional leaders, pray for Congressional leaders to do the right thing, and keep praying for President Obama and his team, as well, that their hearts and actions might be dramatically changed and soon.
 
Here is the interview in full - watch it here: http://onforb.es/1Mwod7K 
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Iran's Khamenei hails his people for demanding death to America and Israel -
http://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-khamenei-hails-his-people-for-demanding-death-to-america-and-israel/ 
 
 
'If war breaks out, it will be the aggressive, cruel American that loses,' says Khamenei
 
WATCH: In vicious speech, leader says he hopes God will answer these prayers; vows nuclear deal won't change Iran's support for Palestine, opposition to America 
 
https://youtu.be/0odFv4iB0FI 
 
Iran's supreme leader on Saturday hailed the Iranian masses for demanding the destruction of Israel and America, and said he hoped that God would answer their prayers. 
 
In a viciously anti-US speech delivered in Tehran four days after Iran and the world powers signed an accord designed to thwart Iran's nuclear program, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei praised "the slogans of the people of Iran" which "indicated what directions they're heading for," according to the English translation of his speech by Iran's Press TV.
 
At Al-Quds day rallies last week, Khamenei noted appreciatively, "You heard 'Death to Israel', 'Death to the US.' You could hear it. The whole nation was shaken by these slogans. It wasn't only confined to Tehran. The whole of the nation, you could hear, that was covered by this great movement. So we ask Almighty God to accept these prayers by the people of Iran."
 
Khamenei also vowed in the speech, which was broadcast live on state television, that the nuclear agreement with the major powers would not change Iran's policy against the "arrogant American government" nor would it change the Islamic Republic's policy of supporting its "friends" in the region.
 
"The Islamic Republic of Iran will not give up support of its friends in the region - the oppressed people of Palestine, of Yemen, the Syrian and Iraqi governments, the oppressed people of Bahrain and sincere resistance fighters in Lebanon and Palestine... Our policy will not change with regards to the arrogant US government," said Khamenei.
 
His remarks were greeted intermittently by chants of "Death to America" and "Death to Israel" at the ceremony, held in Tehran to mark the end of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.
 
He ridiculed the notion that Iran had capitulated in the talks, and said the world could not have stopped an Iranian nuclear weapons project because Iran never had such a project.
 
He castigated America for its support of Israel - which he called the "terrorist, child-killing Zionist regime." And he said Iran could never engage in discussions or reach an agreement with an America that backed Israel.
 
"Plainly we don't want war," Khamenei said. "But if war breaks out, it will be the aggressive, cruel American that loses."
 
Under the deal announced Tuesday, Iran's nuclear program will be scaled back and closely monitored as the US and world powers seek to cut off its ability to develop an atomic weapon. In exchange, Iran will see biting economic sanctions gradually lifted, freeing up tens of billions of dollars in oil revenue and frozen assets.
 
Iran's supreme leader on Saturday hailed the Iranian masses for demanding the destruction of Israel and America, and said he hoped that God would answer their prayers. 
 
In a viciously anti-US speech delivered in Tehran four days after Iran and the world powers signed an accord designed to thwart Iran's nuclear program, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei praised "the slogans of the people of Iran" which "indicated what directions they're heading for," according to the English translation of his speech by Iran's Press TV.  
 
At Al-Quds day rallies last week, Khamenei noted appreciatively, "You heard 'Death to Israel', 'Death to the US.' You could hear it. The whole nation was shaken by these slogans. It wasn't only confined to Tehran. The whole of the nation, you could hear, that was covered by this great movement. So we ask Almighty God to accept these prayers by the people of Iran."
 
Khamenei also vowed in the speech, which was broadcast live on state television, that the nuclear agreement with the major powers would not change Iran's policy against the "arrogant American government" nor would it change the Islamic Republic's policy of supporting its "friends" in the region.
 
"The Islamic Republic of Iran will not give up support of its friends in the region - the oppressed people of Palestine, of Yemen, the Syrian and Iraqi governments, the oppressed people of Bahrain and sincere resistance fighters in Lebanon and Palestine... Our policy will not change with regards to the arrogant US government," said Khamenei.
 
His remarks were greeted intermittently by chants of "Death to America" and "Death to Israel" at the ceremony, held in Tehran to mark the end of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.
 
He ridiculed the notion that Iran had capitulated in the talks, and said the world could not have stopped an Iranian nuclear weapons project because Iran never had such a project.
 
He castigated America for its support of Israel - which he called the "terrorist, child-killing Zionist regime." And he said Iran could never engage in discussions or reach an agreement with an America that backed Israel.
 
"Plainly we don't want war," Khamenei said. "But if war breaks out, it will be the aggressive, cruel American that loses."
 
Under the deal announced Tuesday, Iran's nuclear program will be scaled back and closely monitored as the US and world powers seek to cut off its ability to develop an atomic weapon. In exchange, Iran will see biting economic sanctions gradually lifted, freeing up tens of billions of dollars in oil revenue and frozen assets.
 
Hours later, President Barack Obama defended the deal with Iran, insisting that diplomacy was the preferred solution to the Iranian nuclear drive, and that the deal signed Tuesday closed the regime's path to nuclear weapons. It "actually pushes Iran further away from a bomb. And there's a permanent prohibition on Iran ever having a nuclear weapon."
 
Khamenei backed up his words Saturday with a series of Twitter posts repeating his key messages. "Even with #IranDeal, our policies toward US Arrogant system will see no change. US policies in the region differ through 180° from Iran's," said one.
 
"The #IranDeal text approved or not, we won't stop supporting the oppressed nation in Palestine, Yemen, Syria, Bahrain and Lebanon," said another.
 
He added: "We have no talks with US on any international regional issues. We've had occasional talks with US on basic issues like Nuclear Talks based on prudence."
 
Iran has long been a sponsor of the Syrian regime headed by embattled President Bashar Assad, as well as Lebanon-based terror group Hezbollah. The Shiite Hezbollah, an Iranian proxy, has sent forces to fight alongside the Assad regime against rebels sworn to overthrow it.
 
The supreme leader's comments reflected his longstanding position that Iran's engagement with the six powers was solely to reach a nuclear deal that was in its national interest.
 
He stressed that the deal with Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States plus Germany was not yet law and would have to be carefully scrutinized.
 
"They really took pains and worked hard," Khamenei said of Iran's negotiating team.
 
"The text that has been prepared, whether it is approved or not, they have done their part and they should have their reward," he added.
 
As Iran's supreme leader, Khamenei has the final word on all policy matters, foreign and domestic, including on the nuclear deal.
 
In numerous speeches before this week's accord, he appeared ambiguous about the talks, consistently talking down the chances of success but at the same time praising Iran's negotiators as trustworthy and brave.
 
In his first comment on the deal, Khamenei had warned Wednesday that some of the world powers are unreliable, and that the agreement must be scrutinized to ensure the other parties don't violate it.
 
"We know it well that some of the six governments from the opposite party are by no means reliable," Khamenei told Iranian President Hassan Rouhani in a letter published on the supreme leader's Persian-language website, in a possible allusion to the United States. Translations of the letter's text were published on Iranian English news sites.
 
Khamenei had the final say in approving the deal, despite cautioning weeks earlier that the United States couldn't be trusted in the talks. On the Saturday before the deal was struck, Khamenei also told students that Iran would continue to fight the US's "global arrogance" whether or not an accord was reached.
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *7/23/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download

 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/9299b7a9-a78f-4f2e-ad95-00cc8133853e.jpg]
 
 
CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]
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"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Sunni Arab leaders aghast at Iran deal. Saudis publicly blast it as "worse than the U.S. deal with North Korea" & warn deal will "wreak havoc in the Middle East." - Joel C. Rosenberg - https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/07/18/sunni-arab-leaders-aghast-at-iran-deal-saudis-publicly-blast-it-as-worse-than-the-u-s-deal-with-north-korea-warn-deal-will-wreak-havoc-in-the-middle-east/
 
 
Sunni Arab leaders throughout the Middle East are aghast by the insane nuclear deal President Obama and the P5+1 powers have struck with Iran.
 
Many Sunni Arab leaders feel deeply threatened by a resurgent and increasingly violent Iranian government.
 
Now they also feel deeply betrayed - "thrown under the bus," says one Arab analyst - by an increasingly weak American government that is clearly and rapidly retreating from the Middle East. (See here, here, here, and here.)
 
Egyptian, Jordanian, and Gulf leaders are privately stunned and angered by the recent moves of the Obama administration, especially with regards to Iran, yet they have also been cautious in their public comments.
 
The Saudis are a different story.
 
As I have reported in the past, the Saudis have been quietly working with the Sunni leadership of Pakistan to potentially buy nuclear warheads from the Paks if the world community didn't find a way to cut off Iran's pathway to The Bomb.
 
What's more, as I have also reported on this blog, the Saudis have been quietly cooperating with Israel in recent years on contingency plans for a potential preemptive military strike on Iran's nuclear facilities, should all peaceful options prove fruitless.
 
Now, in a highly rare development from an ally that almost never publicly criticizes the American government, one of Saudi Arabia's most senior and respected leaders has chosen to publicly blast the Iran nuclear deal.
 
Writing a letter to the Washington Post from the Saudi capital of Riyadh, Bandar Bin Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud (widely known as Prince Bandar) - the Saudi ambassador to the U.S. from 1981 to 2005 - warns that the current deal with Iran is far worse than the U.S. deal with North Korea which led to the Pyongyang building and testing nuclear warheads.
 
What's more, Bandar warns that "Iran is a major player in the destabilization of the region" and that giving Tehran this clear path to the Bomb and billions in sanctions relief "will wreak havoc in the Middle East, which is already a disastrous environment."
 
There is a real opportunity here for the next American president. A leader who knew what he was doing could rescind and repudiate this dangerous deal with Iran upon taking office in January 2017. He could also set about to work closely with this quiet but real emerging alliance between Israel and several Sunni Arab powers to seriously and effectively confront not only the Iran nuclear threat but the growing ISIS threat to the region, as well.
 
Here is the text of the Bandar letter in full:
 
"Pundits are saying that President Obama's Iran deal stirs deja vu of President Clinton's 1994 North Korean nuclear deal. I humbly disagree. President Clinton made his decision based on a strategic foreign policy analysis, top-secret intelligence and a desire to save the people of North Korea from starvation induced by its leadership.
 
"It turned out that the strategic foreign policy analysis was wrong. If Mr. Clinton had known about the major intelligence failure, he would have made a different decision.
 
"Mr. Obama made his decision on the Iran nuclear deal aware that the strategic foreign policy analysis, the national intelligence information and intelligence from U.S. allies in the region predict a worse outcome than in North Korea - and Iran will have access to billions of dollars.
 
"This deal will wreak havoc in the Middle East, which is already a disastrous environment. Iran is a major player in the destabilization of the region. 
 
"Why would Mr. Obama go ahead with such a deal with Iran? It is definitely not because Mr. Obama is not smart enough, because he is. He must believe that what he is doing is right. Still, I am convinced that my good friend Henry Kissinger was correct when he said, "America's enemies should fear America, but America's friends should fear America more."
 
"People in my region now are relying on God's will and consolidating their local capabilities and analyses with everyone except our oldest and most powerful ally."
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Red heifers in Israel prompt 3rd Temple speculation -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/07/red-heifers-in-israel-prompt-3rd-temple-speculation/?cat_orig=world 
 
 
'It is a sign that man wants a connection to the Creator of the universe'
 
The altar and sacred vessels  have been reconstructed.  The architectural plans are being drawn up.  Now a group is taking another step toward fulfilling the biblical prophecy of a restored Temple by raising a group of red heifers in the land of Israel.
 
And evangelical Christian leaders are divided about what it means if the Third Temple, prophesied to play a key role in the end times, can actually be constructed in Jerusalem.
 
Before the Temple can rise, builders must secure a red heifer, or "para aduma," a three-year-old female cow with totally red hair that is supposed to be able to restore a state of "purity" after ritual slaughter.
 
The Temple Institute, an Israeli organization dedicated to constructing the Third Temple, has launched a fundraising campaign on Indiegogo to breed such animals and has already succeeded in accumulating almost $15,000 in three days. The group's  previous campaign in 2014 succeeded in raising more than $100,000 to pay for the creation of construction plans that meet both architectural and Scriptural standards.
 
The group admits red heifers are not uncommon around the world, but claims a "para aduma" suitable for ritual use actually must be raised in Israel and meet painstaking specifications laid out in Scripture.
 
Therefore, instead of simply waiting for the appearance of a red heifer, the Temple Institute "has joined forces with an experienced cattle rancher" to use modern science to breed cows that meet the requirements.
 
See the Institute's plans: https://youtu.be/nHnjOiagh-g 
 
Eventually, the cows will be used ritually as part of a "purification" process. The group further plans to train priests in the proper ritual use of the red heifers, identifying and selecting descendants of the "priestly tribe of Aaron" who are qualified to prepare the animals, and undertaking the "documentation and provision of the precise location on the Mount of Olives for the heifer's preparation."
 
However, the group may find more trouble when it comes to actually rebuilding the Temple itself. The Temple Mount is currently administered by the Jerusalem Islamic Waqf, and the Al-Asqa Mosque occupies the site of the Temple Mount.
 
Battles over access to the mosque and attempts by religious Jews to visit the site are also a continuing source of controversy. Still, the Temple Institute is ultimately hopeful about literally rebuilding the "Holy Temple."
 
Joel Richardson, a filmmaker, evangelist, and New York Times bestselling author of "The Islamic Antichrist: The Shocking Truth About The Real Nature of the Beast," warns the Third Temple is not an easy subject for those who believe in Jesus.
 
"The issue of the Third Temple is always a controversial matter among evangelical Christians. Some say that after the sacrifice of Messiah Jesus, it is a great offense to God to engage in any further sacrifices. Indeed, the Book of Hebrews says that the sacrifice of Jesus was 'once and for all.'"
 
But Richardson, most recently the author of "When a Jew Rules the World: What the Bible Really Says About Israel in the Plan of God," observes that some "point out that Paul the apostle and the other early believers continued to engage in the ritual temple sacrificial system. One thing is for sure, the Temple will be rebuilt in the days ahead. The Scriptures are quite clear about this."
 
Richardson says, "Eventually, we are told that the man the Bible refers to as the Antichrist will invade the city of Jerusalem and set himself up in the temple in what is called 'the abomination that causes desolation.'"
 
For that reason, Richardson argues, many Christians assume the forthcoming Temple will be "an inherently bad thing."
 
However, Richardson contends: "The problem with this is the Scriptures refer to the abomination as taking place in 'God's Temple,' thus implying that it is not viewed negatively by God Himself. One cannot, after all, desecrate something that this not sacred in the first place."
 
Pastor Mark Biltz of  El Shaddai Ministries,   the discoverer of the "Blood Moons" phenomenon, believes the Temple Institute faces formidable hurdles when it comes to executing the ritual correctly. Nonetheless, he was enthusiastic about plans to rebuild the Temple.
 
"I am all for a rebuilding of the Temple and believe the desire to rebuild proves we are living in the times of the Messiah," said Biltz, the author of "Blood Moons: Decoding the Imminent Heavenly Signs."
 
He said, "The importance of the effort [to breed the red heifers] is critical as it is necessary for acquiring the purification necessary for the priests to work within the Temple. It is a sign that man wants a connection to the Creator of the Universe and desires His Presence."
 
Yet not all Christians agree the Third Temple will be literally constructed in Jerusalem.
 
Carl Gallups, a pastor, talk-show host and author of "Final Warning: Understanding the Trumpet Days of Revelation," says evangelical Christians are divided. While acknowledging many believe Scripture refers to a literal structure when it says the "Temple," Gallups says there is another school of thought.
 
"There are others, including many of the classical and highly respected Christian commentators who declare this 'temple' is none other than the Christian church (the temple being built with 'living stones') of the last days," Gallups says.
 
If this argument is true, Gallups claims, it means the Antichrist will "be one who, using his demonically deceptive power, will set himself up as a ruler claiming the authority of God over the church, attempting to direct the affairs of all of last days Christendom."
 
While Gallups says there is "strong" biblical evidence for both positions, if the second position is true, "then there is no necessity for a literal Jewish Temple to be rebuilt in order for end time prophecy to reach its ultimate fulfillment."
 
Furthermore, Gallups believes there is some evidence to believe the "Temple of God" is already being occupied by forces of the Antichrist - in this case, by a mosque.
 
"As I elucidate in "Final Warning, there are also those who point to the current Islamic Dome of the Rock as an undeniable and literal fulfillment of the 'abomination of desolation' currently standing in the 'holy place.' They would also point out that the undeniable 'spirit' of Antichrist is attached to the whole of the Islamic message, especially as it relates to the biblical Jesus. Furthermore, they would say, its demonic influence continues to wreak destruction and spread its influence throughout the world in our own historical time frame."
 
Richardson argues one of the most important element of all of this is the central purpose of the Temple after the return of Jesus Christ.
 
"Rising far above all these controversies, is the fact that during the millennial reign of Jesus the Messiah, yet another temple will indeed be rebuilt. And even with Jesus ruling and reigning here on the earth, sacrifices and offerings will continue to take place."
 
Yet the fierce debate over the Third Temple and its importance for the contemporary world does not detract from a shared sense among many commentators of prophecy being realized in the modern world. Noting what he sees as the rise of global immorality, ominous signs of war in the Middle East, and the return of the state of Israel, Gallups enthuses, "The solid signs of Jesus' soon return are all around us."
 
And Richardson believes Christians are going to be forced to confront their deepest held beliefs about the end times sooner rather than later.
 
"If the Christian church seems divided now, imagine the great controversy in the days ahead when the third Jewish Temple is rebuilt. Those days are indeed coming and coming quickly."
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 The One I Thought I Knew - David Pepe - http://www.theignorantfishermen.com/2009/09/one-i-thought-i-knew.html
 
Many dear, professing "Christians" today, who are dear and sincere in their Christian traditions and personal beliefs, believe in a DIFFERENT Christ (i.e., they have "their own" Jesus). Therefore they - either knowingly or unknowingly - have rejected the CHRIST of the Holy Scriptures. I personally know how this works for I once had "my own" Jesus.
 
 For years I was a practicing Roman Catholic. From the womb I was taught and raised in the traditions of the Catholic faith (ideology), and in true sincerity I went to church every week, prayed every night, and practiced the Golden rule, but I lived contrary to the moral teachings given by God in His Word. It wasn't until just before my twenty-first birthday that someone shared with me from God's Word the True Gospel (good news) and the True Christ of the Holy Scriptures. At that time it was very hard for me to humble myself and go against all that I thought, was taught and believed for years about Jesus. At first I didn't want to accept the truth and have to change my way of seeing and doing things. Consequently, I ran from the Lord for three years. I had always known that God's Word was true and the only source of ultimate truth. I knew in my heart also that I had to humble myself and let God and God's Word be my authority and guide.
 
At the end of this three years of wrestling with the reality (truth) and The Holy Spirit's convicting hand (John 16:8-14), I began to read and study God's Word for myself. As I did so, I started to see for the first time what God's Word said about the Person of Jesus Christ and about God's true plan of salvation. I came to the realization that what I had always believed and trusted in my whole life was absolutely wrong and bankrupt! It was a lie and a godless self-delusion that would not be able to stand before Almighty God in the Day of Judgment. My "religious Christian" sincerity would be my ruin, and my misguided good intentions would be my doom (Matt 7:21-23). In God's Holy Word I saw for the first time the TRUE Christ of the Scriptures and God's TRUE plan of salvation (Rom. 10:17).
 
I was at a crossroads. Was I going to trust in the Jesus Christ of the Holy Scriptures, or was I going to keep trusting in my own False Christ and system of "good works," a vanity that I trusted in all those years which contradicted Christ's atoning work on the cross (Matt 7:21-23, Rom. 3:20-22; Gal. 2:16, 21)?
 
My Friend, God in His grace and mercy showed me that He loved me and had a wonderful plan and future for my life. He had kept me from so many disastrous consequences of a reckless youth and immoral life. My decision at this point in my life was an easy one. I needed to put my trust in the Jesus who died, was buried and rose again for me according to the scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-4). This was the very One that loved me and gave his life for me (Gal. 2:20). I bowed my head and heart and asked the Lord Jesus Christ of the Holy Scriptures to come into my heart and save me and deliver me from my sin and trespasses against His righteous Person. When I did that, He did what He promised He would do: Come in! (Rev. 3:20) 
 
My friend, it has been 23 years and I have never looked back. A dear Christian preacher, who I would watch each Sunday night on TV after a weekend of partying and decadence said, "That when you finally put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ you will never be the same! My friend, how true that is! Almighty God used that man and that message to bring me to a saving knowledge of Himself through Jesus Christ.
 
You see, the very One I thought I knew all of my life, I found I didn't know Him at all. God in his great love reached out to me and called me to Himself. In His tender mercy and patience He kept knocking on my heart's door. In His grace and kindness He revealed Himself in a very personal and real way to me, and I finally let Him into my heart to deliver me and give me eternal life - just as He said He would do (Rev. 3:20). I have truly never been the same since then, and God has truly blessed me and has been teaching me so much about myself, time, the world we live in, eternity future, and His wondrous love and grace towards me.
 
 May I ask you this personal question? Do you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, as the Holy Scriptures teach? True Christianity is not a religious/ cultural philosophy or a practice of "Christian" values and traditions. It is a personal, living relationship with the Creator of heaven and earth in spirit and truth, as revealed in God's Word (John 4:24). The very One who created all, died on the Cross to pay the price for your sins and mine (John 1:1-14; Philip. 2:4-13). My friend, I can't think of anything more wonderful than that to tell anyone! May it be your real desire to know the One Who so loved you and sent his Son to die for you, so that you may be with Him forever in joy and peace (John 3:16-17; Gal. 1:4). Won't you place your trust in Him today? You will never be the same!
 
The Kingdom of heaven is truly at hand!
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Living between 2 worlds - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/07/living-between-2-worlds/
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie spotlights Elijah's challenge during 'pre-Superbowl' show
 
Have you ever been really discouraged? Have you ever sunk so deep into the depths of despair that you could see no way out? Have you lost perspective and feel like your problems are crashing down on you?
 
God's miracle man, Elijah the prophet, felt that way. Ironically, the depression he experienced came after one of his greatest victories, when he faced off with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. As the Bible points out, "Elijah was as human as we are" (James 4:17 NLT).
 
In Elijah's day, Israel was living in a state of rebellion against God. They were being ruled by the most wicked king in their history up to that point, King Ahab. The king and his wife, Jezebel, worshiped the false god Baal, the sun god, and Asherah, the goddess of sex and violence.
 
God raised up Elijah to throw down the gauntlet before Ahab and Jezebel, telling them there was a God who was paying attention to what they were doing, and it was not pleasing to him. One day Elijah walked into the court of Ahab and declared, "As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word" (1 Kings 17:1 NKJV). Then Elijah turned around and walked out.
 
I can just imagine King Ahab and Jezebel looking at each other and thinking, Where did this guy come from? How did he get past security? How dare he speak to us that way!
 
Sure enough, just as Elijah had predicted, a drought struck the land, and God called Elijah into obscurity. For three years, God had Elijah camp by a little brook of water known as Cherith - until it dried up. Then God led him to stay with a widow and her son for a period of time. God was getting Elijah into shape for what was ahead.
 
It also was necessary for King Ahab to see the effects of this drought on the land to set the stage for the contest that was about to take place.
 
Finally God told Elijah, "Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth" (1 Kings 18:1).
 
It had been three years since Ahab had seen Elijah, and he was looking everywhere for him. The prophet was a hunted man. Elijah's face appeared on every milk carton and on bulletin boards in every post office in Israel: "Wanted, preferably dead: Elijah the prophet."
 
When Elijah finally emerged from obscurity, he encountered Obadiah, the second in command to King Ahab. The Bible tells us that Obadiah "feared the LORD greatly" (verse 3), and when Jezebel was slaughtering the prophets of the Lord, he had hidden some of them. The problem was that Obadiah was serving a very wicked man, and he was complicit in the crimes that were taking place. He was like a closet Christian who was afraid to stand up for his faith.
 
Elijah told him, in effect, "You go tell your master Ahab that Elijah the prophet is back in town, and I want to see him."
 
Obadiah, however, was worried that Elijah would do another one of his disappearing acts, and then the king would kill him.
 
Elijah said, "As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely present myself to him today" (verse 15). In other words, "Don't worry about it. Just go tell your master that Elijah is back." He was forcing Obadiah into the open. It was time to make a stand. It was time for Obadiah to stand up and be counted.
 
The encounter that followed between King Ahab and Elijah was an interesting one. When Ahab saw him, he said, "Is that you, O troubler of Israel?" (verse 17).
 
Elijah told him, "I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and have followed the Baals" (verse 18). The prophet was saying, "You've brought these problems on yourself."
 
Then he suggested a showdown. Ahab could get all of his prophets together, and Elijah would represent the Lord God. It would be the supernatural Superbowl.
 
Amazingly, Ahab agrees. It is almost surprising that he would step into the prophet's trap, but maybe Ahab was so desperate to see rain again that he was willing to do anything.
 
So all of the prophets of Baal and Asherah, 850 total, gathered on Mount Carmel along with Elijah. Before the contest began, Elijah directed a few remarks to the Israelites: "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him" (verse 21). The Bible tells us that "the people answered him not a word."
 
Even the true believers were not willing to take a stand at this point. It sounds as though they were all stricken with Obadiahitis. They didn't want to stand up and be counted for their faith.
 
The word Elijah used here for falter also could be translated "totter." It is a little like getting into very cold water. Rather than getting in slowly, the best way is to dive in. A lot of people want to get into Christianity, but they don't want to go too deep. They are in that miserable, in-between state. That is what happens to compromisers, to those who try to live in two worlds.
 
Is that a description of you? The same challenge Elijah posed is still being posed today. How long will you go back and forth? If the Lord is God, then serve him. But don't try to live in two worlds.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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