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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Obama Says Israel Stands Alone against Iran Deal
Rivlin 'worried' Netanyahu-Obama rift 'has placed Israel in isolation' 
Report: Iran orders Hezbollah not to retaliate now because finalizing nuclear deal
Obama invokes Iraq war debate in push for Iran deal, amid Dem defections
Giuliani calls Iran deal a 'recipe for war'
Kerry says sinking of Iran deal would be 'ultimate screwing of ayatollah'
US official: Any Iran violations of nuclear deal likely to be small
U.S. Has Photographic Proof Iran Is Trying to Cheat on the Nuclear Deal
IAEA chief fails to reassure US senators on Iran deal
Obama urged to retract statement comparing members of Congress to Iranian hardliners
Official: US will target Iran's regional activities even with nuclear deal
Victims of Iranian Terror Sue to Block Sanctions Relief
Iran: Sanctions regime has collapsed, never to return
Report: China set to provide Iran with fighter jets in $1 billion deal 
US-Iran diplomacy fails to bear fruit for Christian pastor imprisoned in Iran
American Jewish Committee announces its opposition to Iran nuclear deal
Banners in Brooklyn: 'Death to Israel, Death to the USA'
80% of Jewish Israelis say state is in danger 
State's Sherman: US ready to discuss enhancements to Israeli security
Hamas Threatens Violence Unless Israel Lifts Blockade
Israeli president flooded with death threats for condemning 'Jewish terror'
Arab League, Abbas call on UN to protect Palestinians from Israeli settlers 
Palestinian religious leaders challenge Jewish presence atop Temple Mount 
Israel seeks salvation in gas pocket 3 miles beneath the sea
Nearly 1 in 4 Romanians want their country free of Jews - poll
In pivot, Egyptians and their leaders are warming to Jews, Israel
Sinai branch of Islamic State threatens to execute Croatian hostage in 48 hours
Russia says no common approach with Washington on fighting Islamic State
US official: US, Russia agree on Syria chemicals weapons draft 
Iran Says It Will Present Syria Initiative to UN
CNN: US conducts air strike into Syria from base in southern Turkey
Syria says fight against Islamic State must include Damascus
Britain's most high-profile Islamist cleric charged with IS support
Toronto synagogue votes to sponsor Syrian refugees to come to Canada
Looking for a summer vacation destination? ISIS releases tourist brochure
Al Qaeda branch calls for new attacks against United States
Truck bomb in eastern Afghanistan kills at least six, wounds dozens
Why Is the World Turning a Blind Eye to the 'Eradication' of Christians in the Middle East?
Malaysia confirms barnacle covered debris found in Reunion is from Flight MH370
Japan marks 70th anniversary of Hiroshima atomic bombing
Nuclear peace: mankind's most dangerous bluff?
Saudi Arabia may go broke before the US oil industry buckles
Darker outlook for EU economy
Researchers Create First Firmware Worm That Attacks Macs
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Kute, Indonesia
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Funaishikawa, Japan
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Padangsidempuan, Indonesia
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Namie, Japan
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
Raung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 17,000ft
Karymsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 15,000ft
Super Typhoon Soudelor: Major Cities, Millions Lie In Its Path
Japan heat wave intensifies - death toll surges to 55
Puerto Ricans face punishing drought amid economic slump
Refugees in Jordan Fry Egg in Seconds to Show Intensity of Heat Wave
Toxic algae blooming in warm water from California to Alaska
2nd Colorado resident dies of plague
New Hampshire defunds Planned Parenthood facilities
Harry Reid: Effort to Defund Planned Parenthood Shows GOP Has 'Lost Its Moral Compass'
Jonah Goldberg: The tyranny of Planned Parenthood
Report: Aborted Baby Parts Being Used to Grow Human Organs in Rodents
Hillsong's Brian Houston 'Corrects' Report That 'Openly Gay Couple' Leads NYC Church Choir, Insists Stance on Homosexuality 'Absolutely' Has Not Changed
1,200 Crosses Taken Down From Churches in China; Christian Leaders Denounce Action as 'Evil'
Hatchet-wielding gunman attacks Tennessee movie theater before being killed by police
Man killed by police in Tennessee theater had 'significant' mental issues
Police: Tenn. theater attack suspect had been committed 4 times
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Is it the Rapture or the Second Coming?  
1. Is the Rapture Really Imminent?  
1. Watchman Warning: Nuclear Fatwa?  
1. Barack Obama, Israel And Iran All Warn That World War 3 Could Be Coming To The Middle East   
1. Home of the Brave?  
1. Daily Jot: Health Risk: Second hand political smoke 
1. Daily Devotion: With Us in the Storm  
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Is it the Rapture or the Second Coming? - Ron & Nathele Graham -

 
twotug@embarqmail.com 
 
There are very few subjects that are more controversial than the Rapture. Many say it will occur prior to Daniel's 70th week, some believe it will happen halfway through that week, some think it will happen at the end of the week, others believe there will be multiple Raptures, and still others say it won't happen at all. It can be confusing. I believe Scripture says that the Rapture (also known as the harpazō) will occur just prior to the 70th week (seven year Tribulation period) prophesied by Daniel. At the end of that seven year period Jesus Christ will return to put an end to the war of Armageddon. 
 
Daniel's 70th week refers to the 70 week prophecy given to Daniel by Gabriel. In this case, a week is a period of seven years, so 70 weeks would total 490 years and the 70th week is the last 7 years of that prophecy. "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make a reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." Daniel 9:24. This summarizes the 70 weeks. Daniel, of course, was Jewish and so are "thy people" and Jerusalem is "thy holy city". After 69 weeks, the Messiah (Jesus) would be "cut off", and so He was. He was crucified. We are now living in the age of grace, which is a time period between the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus and the start of the 70th week. After the Rapture the age of grace will be over and God will once again focus His attention upon the Jewish people. This commentary is not an in depth study of the 70 weeks prophecy, nor is it an in depth support of the pre-trib Rapture. I hope it will get you interested enough to do your own research, beginning in Genesis and ending in Revelation, and come to your own conclusions. 
 
The Rapture was a mystery, a hidden thing, until Paul began to explain it in his letters. "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." I Corinthians 15:51-52. This change that Paul mentions is the Rapture. We don't know when this awesome event will occur, but Paul does give a clue in his letter to the Romans. "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." Romans 11:25. The mystery Paul mentions here is the mystery of the ekklēsia (the called out body of Christ). Fullness refers to the specific God ordained number of born again believers in Christ that must be accomplished before the Rapture. When that number is reached, all Christians will be removed from planet earth in the twinkling of an eye. There is nothing other than that specific number standing in the way of Christ removing His followers. Keep in mind that this could happen with the very next person you witness to, so get busy! 
 
The Rapture is completely separate from and prior to Christ's Second Coming. The Rapture will happen before Daniel's 70th week begins, but the Second Coming is at the end of the 70th week. Much of the confusion regarding these two events is caused by a misunderstanding of  Matthew chapter 24. "And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?" Matthew 24:3. These were specific questions to which Jesus gave specific answers. First they wanted to know when "these things" would take place. What things? They were concerned about a previous statement Jesus had made regarding the Temple. "...and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down." Matthew 24:1b-2. Jesus was referring to a future event that would take place in 70 AD. Titus, the Roman general, took siege of Jerusalem and killed every man, woman, and child there and utterly destroyed the Temple.
 
The second and third questions were "and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and the end of the world?" The word "world" is translated from the Greek word "aiōn", and various translations say "age" instead of "world". Jesus goes into more detail and discloses more of the events of Daniel's 70th week. The questions the disciples asked were from Jewish men asking questions about Jewish concerns. One big clue that this has nothing to do with Christians is Jesus' statement "But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." Matthew 24:13. Today when a person truly accepts the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the only atonement for their sin, their salvation is assured; it is a free gift from God. Jesus can't be referring to pre-rapture Christians when He talks about enduring to the end to be saved. Justification (salvation) is instantaneous when we first believe, so enduring to the end isn't a requirement for salvation today, just faith in Jesus. Jesus said "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." John 3:36. Jesus would not contradict Himself by saying we have to endure unto the end to be saved. No, the disciples had asked about the end of the world (Daniel's 70th week) and Jesus answered accordingly. At that point the ekklēsia (the called out body of Christ) was still a mystery. Today we can certainly see the events which Christ described approaching rapidly as we occupy these last days, but today's Christians will not go through the Tribulation or face God's wrath. 
 
Earlier Jesus had spoken to the Pharisees and Sadducees, and explained to them that they should have been able to read the signs of His first coming. "He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be foul weather today: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?" Matthew 16:2-3. They should have known the signs of the time they lived in because the time of His first advent was prophesied throughout the Old Testament. Daniel's prophecy was very specific. "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times." Daniel 9:25. I won't go through the math, but this pointed to the exact day Christ rode into Jerusalem and was hailed as Messiah. Born again believers in Christ should certainly be able to discern the signs of the times we live in. Birth pangs are increasing and they indicate that we are very close to the end, but we are not living in the prophesied 70th week of Daniel. We are in the period after the 69th week, when Messiah was cut off, and before the 70th week. 
 
"When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)" Matthew 24:15. Daniel the prophet said this will occur in the midst of the week. The so called Anti-Christ will have come into power looking like a hero, but will soon show his true colors. "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate." Daniel 9:27. The sacrifice and oblation, as well as the abomination of desolation, can only occur after the Temple is rebuilt, which will happen after the Rapture. The Temple Institute in Jerusalem has everything ready to rebuild the Temple. If you pay attention to the signs, the rapture is very near.
 
"For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened." Matthew 24:21-22. This is the last half of Daniel's 70th week...the Great Tribulation, also called the time of Jacob's trouble. God's wrath will be poured out upon those who remain on earth after the Rapture. This was touched on by Daniel, expanded upon by Jesus, explained in more detail by John in Revelation, and our understanding is increasing today. To live through the Great Tribulation will be near to impossible. Accept Christ as your Saviour now, today, this very minute. Nothing that is stopping you from accepting Christ is worth facing the Great Tribulation. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him." 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10. Only born again believers in Christ are not appointed to God's wrath. There will be people during the Great Tribulation period who will accept Christ, but that choice will be much more difficult then than it is now. People will be forced to take the mark of the beast, and if you do you will forfeit any hope of salvation...you will not have endured to the end. If you refuse the mark you face being beheaded. Enduring to the end won't be easy. Today, Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and our salvation is secured by God's seal. Not so for those who accept Christ after the Rapture. Not having the Holy Spirit sealed within means you will have to make a moment by moment choice to follow Christ. It will be quite possible to fall away and not endure to the end of the earth's last seven year period.
 
 "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." Matthew 24:30. If you lived through the Great Tribulation and endured to the end of the aiōn, this is when you will see the Second Coming of Christ. Again, this is not the Rapture, but is the Second Coming. The people described in this verse will see Him coming, but Pre-Trib Christians will have met Him in the air long before this so we won't be standing around watching Him coming in the clouds. 
 
"But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." Daniel 12:4. Much was revealed to Daniel, but from his view of the future he could not understand it. Nor could many generations after him. Daniel was told to seal the book until the end and knowledge would be increased.  Throughout time people have tried to interpret Daniel's prophecy but it has been impossible to fully understand. We still don't have full understanding, but our knowledge has greatly increased. We can go back in time and study many of the great expositors of God's Word, men respected throughout the ages, and as we do we find that in some instances they've erred in their interpretations. Why? Because the knowledge they needed to fully grasp prophecy was sealed up until the last days. Today, God is unsealing the book for those who will diligently seek His truth. It's exciting to study these end times in which we live using God's word as a guide. I have hardly touched on the subject in this commentary. 
 
Every Christian should feel an urgency to share the Gospel. Don't miss any opportunity to tell someone about Jesus and salvation. It could be that if you don't tell them nobody will. "Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish." Matthew 18:14. God wants everyone to come to Him for salvation, and so should we.
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know. 
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Is the Rapture Really Imminent? - Alf Cengia -
http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8091 
 
 
We often hear the word "imminence" in reference to the rapture. But is the rapture really imminent?
 
The following is my opinion and may possibly come across as polemical at times. I don't intend it to be. I'm sure some pretribulationists and non-pretribulationists will disagree with some of my observations.
 
Generally speaking the state of play is that pretribulationists passionately cling to imminence and use it as a guard against other rapture timing views. In contrast, non-pretribulationists fervently attack imminence because the doctrine denies that particular events must occur before Christ returns to rapture His church. See our article on rapture timing views.
 
One non-pretribulationist once asserted that imminency is a primary requisite of pretribulationism. While imminency is certainly used as a primary defense, the fellow's claim isn't quite true. The prerequisite of pretribulationism is that the rapture must occur before God's wrath. Pretribulationists identify the 70th week of Daniel as encompassing God's wrath.
 
Examples of routine objections against imminence appear in a 36 page article Imminency versus Prophecy by Doug Eigsti. He holds a prewrath rapture view and needs to argue in favor of "expectancy" rather than imminency. Eigsti asserts that the idea of the any-moment rapture contradicts a literal view of prophecy. He claims the pretribulational "disconnect" is "disturbing" and that they dismiss the problem based on their devotion to imminency.
 
Pretribulationists don't dismiss problems otherwise skeptics wouldn't be formulating opposing arguments. It's not possible to go into a point-by-point commentary on Eigsti's article here. I would note, however, that some arguments against imminence are unrealistic. For example, it's obvious that Jesus couldn't return for His church several minutes after He left, or prior to Pentecost. One may even make the case that He couldn't return prior to Peter's death or a host of other early events as well. These types of arguments against imminence seem desperate.
 
Note: The real crux of the matter is whether Christ's coming for the church must occur at a particular time prior, during, or at the end of the 70th week of Daniel.
 
Ask any non-pretribber whether he or she believes Christ's coming is "at hand." If they're honest they'll say no, and that several events need to occur first. Regardless of so-called necessary precursors, James wrote:
 
You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! James 5:8-9
 
Skeptics will insist that James' "at hand" statement applies even if Christ's coming is at least seven more years away (expectancy). Yet if I go off on a seven-year overseas trip and leave my wife behind, she is unlikely to be telling enquirers that my return is at hand. I may be expected, but my coming isn't "at hand." Someone might conceivably object that God's timing differs from man's timing and cite 2 Peter 3:8. However, James' verse comes from his human perspective, not God's
 
On the other hand some arguments used for imminence aren't always convincing. In their book What Lies Ahead, Hixson and Fontecchio rightly point out that:
 
Imminency is not a primary exegetical proof of pretribulationism...The problem is that Scripture also instructs people to watch for His second coming, which is not imminent. Imminency is derived from theological conclusions regarding the order of end time events. That is, imminency does not prove pretribulationism; pretribulationism demands imminency. Once it is established from Scripture that the Rapture must occur before the Tribulation, then there is no other conclusion that can be made except for the simple truth that the Rapture can happen at any moment because nothing else must take place before it.
 
My move from a posttribulational perspective to a pretribulational one was not contingent on the idea of imminence. My early reasoning was that, even if we accepted the rapture as being imminent, it does not hold true that it would necessarily occur before certain events.
 
A biased polemic against imminency is found in S. P. Tregelles' little book The Hope of Christ's Coming. Non-pretribulationists are sometimes fond of citing him as if he was a final authority. His chapter Sentiment And Emotion: The Truth of God was a judgmental generalization aimed at Darby's pretrib rapture and its proponents. He wrote:
 
It is very manifest that the doctrine of a secret coming of Christ, and a secret removal of the Church to be with Him, is peculiarly suited to those who cherish the religion of sentiment.
 
Tregelles implied that those who held this belief were emotional cop-outs who didn't read their Bibles correctly. While pretribulationism had other detractors, some suspect he was motivated by sour grapes. Darby had charged Tregelles' cousin, Benjamin Wills Newton, with heresy over another matter. Scholar F. F. Bruce (not a dispensationalist) has also noted that the pretribulation rapture doctrine was "in the air in the 1820s and 1830s among eager students of unfulfilled prophecy." If Darby hadn't promoted it, someone else eventually would have. See Paul Wilkinson's For Zion's Sake (pages 191 & 197).
 
Like Eigsti, Tragelles also had something to say about how pretribulationists handled prophecy (especially Matthew 24). Note that the Olivet Discourse narrative is driven by the disciples' Jewish questions. This doesn't necessarily mean Jesus didn't include rapture information in the discussion. Some pretribbers (John Hart and Arnold Fruchtenbaum) think He did. However they are in the minority. When critics like Samuel Tregelles object to the notion that the Olivet Discourse is "Jewish", they really mean that verses such as Matt 24:31 ,40 ,41 apply to the rapture of the church. In other words they're defending posttribulationism.
 
It's noteworthy that Tregelles never attempts to explore the Jewish expectations of Matt 24:31 in his booklet. See our previous article HERE. The upshot of Tregelles' problem with the any moment coming of Christ is that other good people held the notion. Alfred Edersheim and Robert Murray M'Cheyne weren't pretribulationists yet believed Christ could come at any time. Edersheim even regarded this expectation as vitally important for the church.
 
Interesting thoughts by Sam Storms on the issues of imminency and God's divine wrath can be found HERE. For all his protesting against pretribulationism, he argued in favor of imminency. Though he has transitioned to the amillennial position, he noted:
 
As I have argued in the preceding papers, the rapture is imminent. Christ explicitly taught the imminency of the rapture in Matthew 24:36; 25:13...
 
One is then left to ponder whether Storms and scholars like J B Payne would argue for imminence regardless of their millennial position. In other words, can the imminence texts stand alone? Would Payne or Storms maintain the integrity of imminence if they were premillennialists?
 
There are also two ironies here. Even as a posttribulationist, Matt 24:36 and the following verses were a sticking point for me. Yet this is a verse which Robert Van Kampen encouraged his readers to challenge pretribulationists with (see The Rapture question Answered page 107.)
 
But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. Mat 24:36
 
The context initially appears to be the second coming, which is why Van Kampen zoned in on it. He assumes this is the case because the verse occurs after the discourse on the tribulation. However, when we look at the following verses we see that this "day" comes upon people who are living life as normal (vv 37-39). How can this be posttribulational when we're told that the worst period in history precedes the second coming Matt 24:21-22)? If we assume the seal judgments occur before the Day of the Lord then we also have a problem with 1 Thess 5:2-3.
 
Keep in mind that Hosea 5:15 and Matt 23:39 imply that Christ's return is conditional to Israel's repentance. If the rapture and the second coming are a single back to back posttribulational event coinciding with the Day of the Lord, then the following verses make little sense: Mat 24: 36-39, 42, 44, 50, 25:13; Mark 13:34-37; 1 Thess 5:2-4, 6.
 
Do you see the problems? How can Jesus warn people to watch because no one knows the hour or day, when His coming depends on Israel's repentance? How can that same coming occur in relative peace and safety if it is posttribulational (Matt 24:21-30)?
 
Some of these issues are well articulated by Dr. Robert L Thomas in his article Imminence in the NT, Especially Paul's Thessalonian Epistles. I highly recommend reading it.
 
To summarize: there may have been periods when Christ's coming for His church was unlikely because certain events were determined to occur first. But, given that the church is promised exemption from God's wrath (1 Thess 5:9-10), we can say that Jesus' return is imminent prior to that wrath.
 
So, yes, the rapture is imminent.
 
Maranatha!
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Watchman Warning: Nuclear Fatwa? - By Hal Lindsey - http://www.hallindsey.com/ww-8-5-2015/
 
 
In September of 2013, President Barrack Obama said, "Iran's Supreme Leader has issued a fatwa against the development of nuclear weapons."
  
He has repeated the claim several times since then, including at least twice in the last few months.  He apparently believes the Ayatollah's supposed fatwa against possessing nuclear weapons is something the public should weigh when considering the Iran deal.  That means the fatwa is an important part of the President's thinking.
  
It's also important to other members of the Administration.  Several have mentioned it.  In March, Secretary of State John Kerry told a press conference in Egypt.  "As you all know, Iran says it doesn't want a nuclear weapon, and that is a very welcome statement that the Supreme Leader has, in fact, incorporated into a fatwa.  And we have great respect - great respect - for the religious importance of a fatwa."
  
In 2002, Jerry Falwell made disparaging comments about Mohammed and Islam.  He quickly apologized, but it didn't matter.  There were riots and violence in several places around the globe.  Some people were killed.  The Center for American Islamic Relations (CAIR) blamed the deaths on Falwell instead of on the Muslims who committed the crimes.  An Iranian cleric named Mohsen Mojtahed Shabestari issued a fatwa calling for Falwell's murder.  He said, "The death of that man is a religious duty."
  
In 1989, Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini, shortly before his own death, issued a fatwa calling for the murder of novelist Salman Rushdie.  Does John Kerry "have great respect - great respect - for the religious importance" these fatwas?
  
Shiite Muslims practice a thing they call taqiyyah.  According to Al-Islam, a Shiite encyclopedia, "The word 'al-taqiyyah' literally means: 'Concealing or disguising one's beliefs, convictions, ideas, feelings, opinions, and/or strategies at a time of eminent danger, whether now or later in time, to save oneself from physical and/or mental injury.'  A one-word translation would be 'Dissimulation.'"
  
Saying that it is to be used "at a time of eminent danger," is undermined by the phrase, "whether now or later in time."  That means a Shia official from Iran can lie to an American official any time he wants because Iran perceives America as dangerous to Iran's future.  Also, to be able to lie to save oneself from "mental injury" opens the door to lying whenever it suits you.
  
Dr. Walid Phares, Professor in the Department of Religion at Florida International University, said, "The uniqueness of today's taqiyyah is its success within advanced and sophisticated societies.  Taqiyyah is winning massively because of the immense lack of knowledge among Western elites."
  
Would the Ayatollah go so far as to issue a fatwa against nuclear weapons as a deception?  Well, he might.  But in this case the "dissimulation" is far simpler.
  
The fatwa does not exist.
  
The President and Secretary of State are not lying.  The Ayatollah specifically says that such a fatwa does exist.  "The Americans say they stopped Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon," Khamenei said recently.  "They know it's not true.  We had a fatwa declaring nuclear weapons to be religiously forbidden under Islamic law."
  
The problem is, no one can find any record of such a fatwa.
  
The Administration concedes that point, but says it doesn't matter.  Caitlin Hayden, speaking for the White House National Security Council, said, "Many Iranian officials have spoken of the fatwa publicly, and their comments are publicly available.  There are various descriptions of it in the public domain.  And importantly, the Iranians have also referenced the fatwa in our negotiations."
  
But that argument falls apart when you understand the concept of taqiyyah.  Lying to a perceived enemy has the Shia Islam seal of approval.  (Sunni Muslims embrace a similar concept, but use a different word.)
  
The Washington Post's Glenn Kessler in a "Fact Checker" column wrote, "The Iranian Web site appears to trace the roots of Khamenei's fatwa, which it claims was first issued in 2003, to a fatwa uttered by his predecessor, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, concerning a ban on the production and use of chemical weapons during the Iran-Iraq war.  But there's one problem: Iran admitted to chemical weapons production after it ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) in 1997, and U.S. intelligence agencies suspected Iran of maintaining a chemical weapons stockpile at least until 2003.  So what does it say if the origin of the supposed fatwa is based on an apparently misleading statement?"
  
Okay.  Let's sort this out.  There was once a fatwa in Iran against producing chemical weapons, but they ignored that fatwa and made chemical weapons anyway.  Now the closest they can come to showing that there is a fatwa against nuclear weapons is to refer to the old one against chemicals weapons - a fatwa that history proves meant nothing.
  
An Iranian web site specifically created to push the nuclear deal, talks a great deal about the fatwa, but as is always the case, it never gives the text of the original fatwa.  To support its existence, the Iranians cite western news reports!
  
Remember the concept of taqiyyah - a word that even Shiite Muslims define as "dissimulation."  Convincing the world that you will abide by a fatwa that never existed is a fantastic example of taqiyyah.
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
"The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" will be released on *8/7/15, Pre-Order your copy today. When you Pre-Order one of our videos, not only are you making sure that you will be one of the first to receive it, you are also helping to fund the video. 
 
 
To Pre-Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
If you feel led to help us offset the production cost of this video, please use the following link to make a tax deductible donation, thanks and God Bless.
  
 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/donations.html
  
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
 
 
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Barack Obama, Israel And Iran All Warn That World War 3 Could Be Coming To The Middle East - By Michael Snyder -
http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/barack-obama-israel-and-iran-all-warn-that-world-war-3-could-be-coming-to-the-middle-east 
 
 
Will we soon see World War 3 erupt in the Middle East?  Even though Barack Obama has made a "peace deal" with Iran, leaders in the region sure are talking a lot about war.  And of course this "deal" is on very shaky ground.  The Israelis hate it, a significant portion of the U.S. Congress hates it, and the Iranians have already been accused of breaking the agreement.  The odds of this "deal" holding up over the long term appear to be somewhere between slim and none.  But even if this deal does survive, that does not mean that everything will be okay in the Middle East.  In fact, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is convinced that Obama's deal with Iran will actually "lead to war"...
 
The world powers' nuclear deal with Iran will lead to war and a "nightmare" regional nuclear arms race, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned in an online address to American and Canadian Jews on Tuesday evening.
 
Netanyahu, who has been seeking to sway US lawmakers to thwart the agreement, accused the deal's supporters in the Obama administration of spreading "disinformation about the deal and about Israel's position" in its bid to rally support.
 
He pointed out a series of "fatal flaws" in the deal, and asserted that it "doesn't block Iran's path to bomb," but rather "paves" its path to the bomb.
 
Over and over, Netanyahu has been adamant about the fact that his government will never allow Iran to get a nuclear weapon.  If Obama's "peace deal" ever had a prayer of bringing peace to the Middle East, it had to convince the Israeli government that Iran's pursuit of nuclear weapons had been completely stopped.  On that point, Obama failed miserably.  This is something that I discussed extensively in my recent piece entitled "Why Israel Is Going To Bomb Iran".
 
But even though this deal will not bring peace between Iran and Israel, John Kerry says that the U.S. Congress has to go along with it otherwise the ayatollah will believe that we are "screwing" him...
 
The ayatollah constantly believed that we are untrustworthy, that you can't negotiate with us, that we will screw them. This will be the ultimate screwing. We cut a deal, we stand up, it's announced, five other countries believe in it-six other countries, because Iran signs off, and we're the seventh-but you know, China, Russia, France, Germany, Britain, all sign off.
 
Now the United States Congress will prove the ayatollah's suspicion, and there's no way he's ever coming back. He will not come back to negotiate. Out of dignity, out of a suspicion that you can't trust America. America is not going to negotiate in good faith.
 
John Kerry is not the only one talking like this.  Barack Obama says that if Congress does not go along with this deal that it will mean that the U.S. will eventually be forced to conduct a military strike against Iran...
 
If the US Congress shoots down the Iranian nuclear deal, America will eventually be pressured into a military strike against Tehran's nuclear facilities, which will in turn increase terror against Israel, US President Barack Obama told Jewish leaders Tuesday, a source who was present at the meeting said.
 
Obama went on to say that the Iranian response to such an attack would result in missiles raining down on Tel Aviv...
 
"They will fight this asymmetrically. That means more support for terrorism, more Hezbollah rockets falling on Tel Aviv," Rosenbaum quoted Obama as saying. "I can assure that Israel will bear the brunt of the asymmetrical response that Iran will have to a military strike on its nuclear facilities."
 
And Obama is actually correct on this point.  When Iranian nuclear facilities get hit, Iran and Hezbollah will respond by launching missiles at major Jewish cities.
 
But Obama certainly cannot be trusted.  Dark forces seem to be swirling all around him.  For instance, WND just published an article about one very striking example of this phenomenon...
 
As the president smiles and shakes hands with those greeting him at the airport after he descends from Air Force One, a strange image races across the screen from right to left, seemingly directly in front of Obama.
 
You can watch the video for yourself below.  This is very, very weird...
 
Watch: https://youtu.be/ktWlBYBNRS8 
 
Perhaps it is just a technical glitch.
 
Perhaps it is nothing at all.
 
But when I first saw that, it did freak me out.
 
Getting back to the topic at hand, Iran is also warning about imminent war in the region...
 
 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, the chairman of Iran's powerful Expediency Council, warned in comments that the "outbreak of World War III" is coming in the near future, according to a report by Iran's Fars News Agency.
 
"The threat of the outbreak of the third world war by the terrorists is serious," Rafsanjani was quoted as saying in a meeting with Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni, who was in Tehran this week for a meeting with Iranian officials.
 
Rafsanjani blamed the United States and NATO for fostering the conditions that will lead to World War III.
 
"The U.S. and the NATO had invaded Afghanistan to uproot terrorism and narcotics, but we saw that terrorism expanded in the form of the ISIL, Boko Haram and Al-Nusra Front to remote parts of the world from Al-Qaeda and Taliban in Pakistan and Afghanistan," he was quoted as saying.
 
Rafsanjani went on to demand that the United States and other Western countries "stop their support for the terrorist groups" in the region.
 
And of course the Iranians have never even pretended to abandon their ultimate goal - the destruction of the Jewish state and the liberation of Jerusalem.  According to the New York Post, Iran's supreme leader has just put out a 416 page book all about this...
 
While Secretary of State John Kerry and President Obama do their best to paper over the brutality of the Iranian regime and force through a nuclear agreement, Iran's religious leader has another issue on his mind: The destruction of Israel.
 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has published a new book called "Palestine," a 416-page screed against the Jewish state. A blurb on the back cover credits Khamenei as "The flagbearer of Jihad to liberate Jerusalem."
 
Let us hope that it is delayed for as long as possible, but without a doubt a major war is coming to the Middle East.
 
It will be a war unlike anything that we have ever seen in the Middle East before, and vast numbers of people will die.
 
If Barack Obama was trying to prevent this, he failed miserably.
 
But if he was trying to set the stage for such a war, he has accomplished his mission.
[image: Gray]



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: e][image: e]
Home of the Brave? - By Bill Perkins -
http://raptureready.com/soap2/perkins8.html 
 
 
In the War of 1812, America was again fighting her mother country, Great Britain. Britain had lost the American War of Independence in 1783, but now 29 years later, she was determined to take America back as a British possession.
 
In Europe, Napoleon had been defeated and all the seasoned British troops were sent en masse to the United States in order to take back the land and its rich tax base.
 
The initial battles were fought in the north, in and around the Canadian border. But in August of 1814, the British invaded Washington DC, burning and looting the White House, the Capitol, the Treasury, War Department and Navy Yard. President James Madison and the entire U.S. Government had to flee the city and eventually ended up hiding in Brookeville, Maryland.
 
American troops were demoralized and were easily defeated in successive battles around the Washington area. The British spent several days looting tons of merchandise from city merchants.
 
It was a dark and pivotal moment for the new Republic. With our capital in Washington destroyed, our government leaders on the run and our troops in disarray, the British turned their sights to Baltimore for a knock-out blow. The British believed victory was at hand.
 
On September 12, 1814, 5000 British troops headed by land from Washington to Baltimore only 35 miles away. They met 3,000 American troops about five miles outside Baltimore. The Americans initially engaged the British in battle but then retreated as a stalling tactic to allow time for more American troops to arrive.
 
At the same time, a large flotilla from the British Royal Navy was sailing through the Chesapeake Bay to attack Baltimore from the sea. It included 5 (of 8) massive siege artillery ships Britain had in its navy and used to pulverize cities from the sea.
 
At this point in the war the British had captured prisoners from the previous battles and held them on a ship about 1000 yards off-shore from Fort McHenry, a small defensive fort guarding the entrance to Baltimore Harbor.
 
The Americans initiated a meeting to negotiate the release of these prisoners. By rowboat they sent a young lawyer from Baltimore out to the ship where the prisoners were held in order to arrange a prisoner swap.
 
The lawyer eventually reached an agreement that the prisoners could be exchanged on a "one-for-one" basis. He then was allowed to go below deck to tell the men that he had negotiated their release. The cargo hold was packed tightly with American prisoners in chains.
 
The lawyer told them,  "Tonight I have arranged for your release. Tomorrow morning you will be free."
 
When he returned to topside, the British Admiral, who had overheard the declaration to the prisoners said,  "We'll honor our commitment to release these men, but after tonight it won't matter because 85 war ships of the British Royal Navy are on their way here and will arrive in two or three hours. By tomorrow morning the war will be over."
 
From the ship, using a telescope, the lawyer could see the massive fleet sailing up Chesapeake Bay toward the tiny fort. The prospects of repelling such an onslaught were grim, to say the least.
 
At Fort McHenry, the only port defense for Baltimore, the Americans had proudly hoisted a huge American flag with 13 stars and stripes over the fort's rampart.  
 
The Admiral explained to the lawyer,  "We've given an ultimatum that the Americans lay down their arms and take down that flag or we're going to take out the fort where the flag stands. We will level it."
 
The lawyer immediately protested because he knew the fort was not only a military fort but also housed women and children.  
 
The British Admiral answered,  "It's ok. We've left them a way of escape. They know that all they have to do is lower the flag and we'll know they've surrendered. We'll stop the shelling immediately. Once you surrender you'll then be under British rule again and this war will be over."
 
The lawyer went back down to the prisoner hold in the ship and told the American prisoners what was about to take place. The men in the hold asked him to go back up on top and give them a running account of what was happening.
 
The British fleet arrived and as twilight began to fall, there was a haze over the water, typical of sunsets in Baltimore. The Brits maneuvered their ships into position and began to relentlessly shell the small fort with the large American flag, unleashing their cannons on the helpless occupants.   
 
The lawyer recounted later that the explosive sounds from the British cannons were so deafening that you couldn't even hear to talk. There was almost no pause from the massive cannon fire as the ships moved one after another into position to fire everything they had at the fort. The sky was pitch black but was lit up by the yellow and red bursting bombs.  
 
Down below deck, when there was any pause in the bombing, the prisoners hollered up to the attorney, "Tell us where the flag is! Is the flag still flying over the rampart?"
 
Every time a bomb would explode near the flag, you could see the flag and the lawyer would holler down to the prisoners that the flag was still there.
 
The Admiral came to the lawyer and said,  "Your people are insane, what's the matter with them? Don't they understand we'll not stop until the flag is down, even if we have to kill every living soul?"
 
The lawyer responded by quoting George Washington:  "The thing that sets an American Christian apart from all other people in the world is that he will die standing up before he'll live on his knees."
 
The British could see that the flag had taken several direct hits but was still standing. So for the next thee hours the Admiral directed all the cannon fire to focus on the rampart where the huge flag stood in order to take the flag down.
 
Between the booming sounds of the cannons firing, the lawyer could hear the men below deck praying to God to protect their flag, to allow it to stand tall. The massive shelling continued through the night.
 
When sunrise came, the lawyer wondered if the British flag would be flying over the fort. There was a heavy mist over the water and the fort in the distance, and as the morning light enveloped the area, even though the flag pole itself listed heavily to the side, you could see the shredded American flag still flying proudly atop.   
 
The lawyer went immediately to the fort to see what happened. What he found out was that each time the flag took a direct hit, men would run out and stand the flag back up, even though they risked sure death from the cannon barrage.   
 
Scores of men died that night holding up that flag. Each time men were killed, more men took their place. By morning, the only thing holding up the flag pole were the bodies of the dead men stacked against it.
 
In the end, the British concluded the fort could not be breached and therefore moving ships past it to attack Baltimore was impossible. Our American ground troops, inspired by those giving up their lives from the onslaught of the British cannons at Fort McHenry, won a decisive victory and Baltimore was save
 
The British were also dealing with the fact that the American citizens were heavily armed and therefore unmanageable. Since the British troops wore bright red and walked in a straight line, they made easy targets for a well-armed nation who had enough sense to shoot from behind trees and rocks.  
 
 This was the turning point in the War of 1812. America has never since been at risk of being conquered by an invasive enemy army.
 
The lawyer was so moved by those brave men that he wrote a poem titled "Defence of Fort McHenry."  
 
The first verse of his poem reads:
 
 O say can you see, by the dawn's early light.
 
 What so proudly we hail at the twilight's last gleaming.
 
 Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight.
 
 O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming.
 
 And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
 
 Gave proof through the night, that our flag was still there.
 
 O say does that star spangled banner yet wave,
 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
 
 The lawyer in this story was, of course,  Frances Scott Key. And his poem eventually became the words for our national anthem. And do notice that the last line in the first verse ends with a question mark ("?").
 
And what revisionist history writers don't want you to know is the last verse to that original poem because it mentions God's protection of America, His power that divinely preserved this nation and that God is Who we trust, not ourselves. Fascinatingly it reads:
 
 Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand.
 
 Between their loved home and the war's desolation!
 
 Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n rescued land.
 
 Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
 
 Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
 
 And this be our motto: "In God is our trust."
 
 And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
 
And do notice that the last verse ends with an exclamation mark ("!") instead of a question mark "?" like the first verse. The last line of the last verse answered the previous question.
 
"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord's" (Psalm 33:12).
 
  As it's often been said that freedom is not free. Throughout the history of this country, we have paid the price for freedom with the blood of our countrymen. Roughly two million men and women have died in all wars since 1776.
 
  So, praise the Lord that we've had the incredible blessings afforded only by the blood of those who fought and died for this country.   It is also interesting to note that the number of those who supported the United States over those who supported Great Britain in the War for Independence (1776-1784) were much less than 50 percent. Estimates range from a low of 15 percent to a high of 40 percent.
 
It's no wonder the new Constitution made provisions to protect minorities. We were founded as a Republic, not a Democracy!
 
  So don't take lightly praying for this nation. Satan HATES the United States. He hates Christians, Bible teaching churches, biblical prayers, evangelism, mission work, Christian marriages... basically anything good. He is total evil and he's doing all he can to mitigate the true believer's influence.  
 
  And never forget that we're not up against people. It's not the Muslims we're fighting against. It's not liberals. It's not BHO. It's not flesh, period. They're all just duped by the master duper who's had 6000 years of practice.
 
 "Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm" (Ephesians 6:11-13).
 
And you can see Satan's hatred more and more as Americans and Christians are being openly murdered worldwide. And if the Lord tarries, we will most likely see the rights of believers fully erode here in the United States.
 
 But regardless of what the Lord allows to happen in this country, never forget that we've already won the battle through Jesus' blood.  Our most important asset is our Bible, our prayers and our personal witness.  
 
 As I've said often, the only thing that truly matters in this life is who goes to heaven and who goes to hell. So our prayer should be:  "Use us, Lord!"
 
Email contact:  biblecruise@compass.org 
 
 [image: Gray]



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: dailyjot][image: dailyjot] 
 
Daily Jot: Health Risk: Second hand political smoke - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
There is a lot of back room political smoke being blown around in the carbon-sensitive bowels of Washington, DC these days. The attack on the Constitution and the American people by an overreaching and ever growing illegal socialist government is unrelenting. Yet the American people are not standing; they are not rising up against the red tide of those who hate freedom, who hate God, who love their power, their lives, their authority more than their fellow man and country. These are those who feign compassion to gain control; who masquerade as peace lovers and civil rights guardians to create crisis and division to conquer what is good and right. Where are the patriots? Where are the Christians?
 
They cannot see through the smoke because it has become so intense--like that aftermath of massive destruction. The feeling is that of weariness, of confusion, of hopelessness against the dark tsunami of issues, against the unrelenting attack of the mockers, the taunters, the ones who promote evil as good and characterize good as hate, ignorance and a threat to humanity. Herein lies the motivation of the heart. Is the power of evil and deceit so far greater than the Christ that lives in every Christian? Is the barrage of the issues before us so intense that we cannot engage our present lives in a hedge against the advance of bondage? Have we become so stunned, so numbed, that our only action is inaction?
 
Many say we lack a true leader--one we can trust who is not swayed by politics or by party, but only by what is true and just and right; one who has God's law written upon his heart and the blood of justice throbbing through his veins. Where is this one? And how long will it be before he steps into his calling? These are questions asked by those who care. This counterrevolution, as it may be called, cannot find its solace in politics, or its leader from the political arena because like will dissolve like. There is a leader in each of us who proclaim Christ as their Lord and Savior. Each of us has a role to play in preserving our lives, liberties and pursuits of happiness. The Word of God encourages to do so.
 
We should each stir ourselves to bring out the Christ in us who as Galatians 5:1 describes as the Liberty who has made us free. We must care enough to pursue a greater good. The beginnings of this movement must look to the Lord first with repentance and a clear heart and then act with the power of God. As Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 1:7, "For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love and of a sound mind." Psalm 20:7, "Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord our God." The leader we need is Christ. We find him within. He shines his light through us. Trust in God, act in faith. Otherwise, we will perish by breathing the second hand political smoke.
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Daily Devotion: With Us in the Storm - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
 
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." -John 16:33
 
When the Bible says that God will keep us, it doesn't mean that He will always keep us from trouble. But it does mean that He will keep us while we're in the midst of trouble.
 
When the Israelites saw the Egyptian army closing in on them at the Red Sea, God had allowed them to get into that situation. Why? It was so they would pray and see His glory on display. And then, when He answered them by opening up the Red Sea so they could walk through on dry ground, they saw that God walked with them through their difficulties.
 
God could have kept Daniel from the lion's den. Instead, God kept Daniel in the lion's den. God could have kept Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace. Instead, God walked with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace. Jesus could have kept the disciples from all the storms on the Sea of Galilee. Instead, He was with them as they went through the storms.
 
Maybe you are in trouble right now. Maybe you are frightened and unsure about your future. You don't know what is going to happen next. Know that you're not alone. God is with you in the midst of your troubles.
 
Sometimes I think we believe that we have the right to live easy, tranquil lives, and then one day we will die in our sleep. Everything will be nice, cozy, and comfortable. But the Bible doesn't promise that. Jesus said, "In the world you will have tribulation" (John 16:33). But He also said, "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."
 
Sometimes God will keep us from a problem. And sometimes He will let us go through the problem and will be with us in the midst of it.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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