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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Washington prepares for pivotal September vote in Congress on Iran nuclear deal
Cheney: Iran deal likely to lead to first use of nuclear weapon since WWII 
Former Intel chief: US, Israel should reach parallel Iran agreement 
'Big embarrassment for Obama' as DNC chair blocks support for Iran nuclear deal
Obama: It 'Hurts' when I'm Accused of Being Anti-Semitic
Over 1,000 US Rabbis Pen Open Letter to Congress Opposing Iran Deal
Iran's Rouhani: Israel founded on intimidation, terror, occupation
Merkel: Unacceptable how Iran continues to talk about Israel
Iran unveils 15-year nuclear enhancement program
Obama: US and Israel must improve Intel cooperation to stop Hezbollah from getting missiles
Netanyahu vows to increase security after attacks in Jerusalem, Samaria
'Threats and dangers changing shape and direction,' commander of key IDF West Bank brigade says
Israel Asks Egypt: Stop Move to Monitor Our Nuclear Facilities
Egypt launches project to fill Gaza border area with water to stop militant activity
ISIS affiliate in Gaza claims failed rocket launch
Map: There are 10 world heritage sites in Iraq and Syria. Nine are in danger.
Russian jets in Syrian skies
Oldest Koran 'Destabilises' Islamic History, Scientists Say It Pre-dates Mohammed
Turkish court charges reporters with terrorism links
Nigeria's Boko Haram 'spreads to Lagos'
S.Sudan rebels accuse government of breaking ceasefire
Islamist militants attack African Union base in southern Somalia
Three killed, dozens wounded, in suicide attack on Pakistan forces 
Thai police award themselves $84G for arrest of bombing suspect
'Never again!' Japanese hold massive rally to protest Abe's foreign wars bill
China Restores 800 World War II Movies Ahead of Vast Military Parade
Another Massive Explosion Rocks Industrial City in China 
Ukraine village for Jewish refugees to officially open Monday
Grenade explodes during Ukraine clashes; 1 officer killed, around 100 injured
In Ukraine, 141 still hospitalized after violent protests
NATO kicks off naval drills in Black Sea with Ukraine 
U.S. military deploys drones to Latvia on training mission
Police worry about their own safety after killings: 'It's a different world'
New college course on 9/11 sympathizes with terrorists
U.S. weighs sanctioning Russia as well as China in cyber attacks
State Department releases thousands of Clinton emails, 125 contain classified information
Mystery deepens into how classified emails got onto Clinton's unclassified server
Dow posts worst August decline in 17 years
Europe shares set to follow Asian losses as China PMIs stoke growth fears
A Chinese journalist has appeared on state television 'confessing' to causing the stock market chaos
Central banks can't save the markets from a crash. They shouldn't even try 
World to Fed: We're prepared for U.S. rate hike, so don't delay
Printing Money Goes Haywire in Venezuela
80 Year Old Woman Trampled To Death In Venezuela Supermarket Stampede
Venezuelan leader says Colombia plotting his assassination
Russia, Venezuela to Discuss Potential Steps to Stabilize Oil Prices 
Why $40 oil is killing Iraq, Venezuela and others, but not Russia
Russian economy, shoppers hit by falling global oil prices
Nepal honours quake victims in festival of the dead
Geologist: Earthquake called the 'Really Big One' isn't hoax
Cotopaxi volcano in Ecuador erupts to 26,000ft
Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 15,000ft
West African archipelago hit in rare hurricane strike
Former hurricane Fred weakens to a tropical storm
Erika Unleashes Flooding Rain From Florida to Carolinas
Asia Fall Forecast 2015: El Nino to Boost West Pacific Typhoons, Intensify Drought From India to Indonesia
Monsoon storm causes heavy damage and flooding in Phoenix
Obama says world must reach climate deal in Paris 'while we still can'
Cash crunch for Paris conference: UN climate chief
'Denali' controversy: Obama makes waves by renaming Mount McKinley
New Ebola death in Sierra Leone sets back efforts to beat epidemic
Cannabis Vomiting Syndrome: U.K. Doctors See Rise In Cases Due To Heavy Marijuana Use
Ben Carson's perplexing stance on abortion
Reports: Pope blesses lesbian authors for their "excellent Christian values"
Rich Gay Men Wanted: Spain's Conservatives Make Tourist Appeal
Clerk Must Issue Gay-Marriage Licenses After High Court Rebuff
March For Life Defeats Obama Administration In Court
Univ. of Tennessee tells students to use gender neutral pronouns
Sex cheats' Ashley Madison website says it has never been busier
Outrage after Auschwitz installs showers to 'cool down' visitors
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: The Babylon Code: Back to the Future and the New Global Financial System 
1. Israel Watch: Hello, October 1!  
1. Israeli Lawmakers Scramble as "Supergiant" Gas Field Discovered Off Coast of Egypt  
1. On Temple Mount, some see a dome and imagine an altar  
1. Nearing Midnight: The Real Problems with Illegal Immigration 
1. Why Is Bible Prophecy Important? 
1. Daily Jot: Is America facing prophetic consequences in September? 
1. Daily Devotion: In the Fourth Watch
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The Babylon Code: Back to the Future and the New Global Financial System - By Paul McGuire - http://www.newswithviews.com/McGuire/paul267.htm
 
In the movie Back to the Future Part Two, the film's characters, Marty, Doc, and Jennifer, go into the future (2015) using a time-traveling DeLorean car. However Biff Tannen steals the time machine to give his younger self a book containing 50 years of sports statistics, which allows him to make a fortune through gambling. Ironically, Biff makes his first bet on his birthday, October 21, an important date in the film's timeline. Putting "alternative futures" aside, the film suggests that sometimes you have to go back to the past to uncover the future. Is it possible that in Mankind's past there is an historical event which acts as a code, enabling us to predict the future of stock markets and the global financial system?
 
In January 2014 the Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, Christine Lagarde, addressed prominent members of the media and made numerous odd, occult-sounding references, even using the term "magic," and referring to numerology with an emphasis on the number seven. People have tried to dismiss the concern about her odd statements as a "conspiracy theory," but she is definitely communicating a message on behalf of the global elite on the future of our global society and global financial system. If you understand anything about the significance of the number seven in the occult and numerology, she is not just rambling incoherently.
 
Then while speaking at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington D.C. on January 15, 2015, Lagarde gave another occult speech entitled "Three Rosetta Moments for the Global Economy in 2015." Perhaps one of the first researchers to publicly comment on the occult nature of her presentations was author Steve Quayle, but he is not alone... numerous others believe she was giving a hidden message.
 
If we understand that the world's first global economic market began in ancient Babylon at the Tower of Babel, then the current and future global economic system, global system of governance, and global religion all start to make sense; in fact, you could plan your financial future and investments on the data which we call the Babylon Code in our new book with that title.
 
After over 40 years of research, I and my co-author Troy Anderson, a Pulitzer Prize-nominated journalist, have concluded that we live in the exact time period when Babylon is literally being rebooted before our very eyes. For those who will bother to take the time to understand the financial, geopolitical, and spiritual implications of this, there is much to be gained from this information. In a manner more statistically reliable than Nostradamus, Edgar Cayce, and the most competent astrologers, the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament apostles like John give us a precise timetable predicting the return of economic, political, and spiritual Babylon in our day.
 
The Tower of Babel was an astrological worship tower built by Nimrod, which enabled the people to reach into the heavens and "worship the host of heaven." This occult spiritual system, which is known as "Mystery Babylon," is a coded system that relies heavily on an occult understanding of astrology, numerology, symbols, precise dates, and a vast spectrum of technology and science that was given to Mankind on Mount Hermon before the Flood of Noah.
 
Lagarde and the global financial elite fully understand the geopolitical realities of the rise of Babylon, and, true to their creed, they are "hiding" it from us in plain sight! During her first speech, when Christine Lagarde mentioned things like seventy years and the number seven repeatedly, you could hear the journalists laugh in the room because they mistakenly thought she was making a joke. But Lagarde was not joking; she was openly giving them the key to understanding what she referred to as the "global reset," which was mentioned in her title, "Three Rosetta Moments for the Global Economy in 2015." Lagarde and the financial elite that she is part of literally went "back to the future," and revealed, in an ancient Babylonian code, if you know how to decipher it, three important global changes that are happening now. The first will be the transformational changes in global economics that will result in an entirely new global financial system. The second transformation will be the global implementation of structural reforms that will include the passing of comprehensive trade treaties, expanding the power of global financial institutions like the IMF, World Bank, and Central Banks, including America's Federal Reserve System. The third transformation will be global financial and political regulation through the establishment of a "Supra World Economic and Global Government," whose regulatory institutions will direct "sustainable development," which means implementing the genocidal Agenda 21 and new climate change treaties.
 
Lagarde and the world's elite are very familiar with what the Bible calls, "Mystery Babylon." They understand the purpose of the Egyptian Mystery Schools and the symbolism involved. Lagarde's "Rosetta Stone Moments" are designed to explain to the initiated what is going to happen.
 
Lagarde and the global financial elite fully understand the "Rosetta Stone" analogy. The Rosetta Stone was unearthed in 1799 by Napoleon's troops stationed along the West Bank of the Nile River in Egypt. The discovery of the Rosetta Stone, which was a commemorative pillar with the same inscription in Egyptian hieroglyphics, Demotic, and Greek, enabled linguists to decode and decipher the ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. The Rosetta Stone sets down a decree composed by Egyptian priests at Memphis, exercising their political will on the direction of their civilization. Deciphering the Rosetta Stone stimulated a deep fascination in the West with Egyptian civilization, symbolism, architecture, and spirituality. The George Washington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia replicates the ancient Pharos Lighthouse of Alexandria, Egypt, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.
 
The Washington Monument built in our nation's capital, features a towering Egyptian obelisk celebrating our nation's first president, George Washington, and his Freemason beliefs. It is important to note that the global elites such as the Illuminati embraced Egyptian architecture, symbolism, mathematics, and spirituality when America was officially founded in 1776...the same year the Illuminati was established. In the 1750s Egyptian features were placed in Masonic lodges in England, France, and Central Europe. The use of the French Master Mason's apron, which paintings of George Washington feature him wearing, were common, along with Egyptian temples, obelisks, and pyramids. Even in the Vatican City, one sees obelisks and Egyptian architecture.
 
Freemasons included almost every major thinker of the French Enlightenment. Lagarde appears to come from the Illuminati elite who are well versed in Egyptian symbolism and occult spirituality, which ties directly to ancient Babylon. Ancient Egyptian culture was inspired by ancient Babylon; Egypt simply changed the names of the gods and goddesses and other externals. For example, Nimrod, the builder of the Tower of Babel and ancient Babylon, along with his wife Semiramis, simply had their names changed. Nimrod was renamed as the sun god Ra by his wife Semiramis after she allegedly murdered him. As time progressed, both Nimrod and Semiramis had their names changed. Nimrod became Ra, Osiris, Apollo, Zeus, Neptune, etc. Semiramis became Isis, Aphrodite, Venus, Diana, etc.
 
The Illuminati are openly rebuilding Babylon in our lifetime. Babylon was physically located near the present city of Baghdad in Iraq and was being rebuilt by Saddam Hussein. Today American troops are guarding ancient Babylon as it is being secretly rebuilt. America was planned by Rosicrucian leaders like Sir Francis Bacon in the mid- 1600s to be the head of the new world order and the New Atlantis. In this new global Babylonian system which Lagarde is making concealed references to, America, Europe, and a rebuilt Babylon will all play leading roles. Simply look at the back of any U.S. dollar and you see an Egyptian pyramid with the all-seeing eye of Horus or Lucifer and the words "new world order" in Latin on the base of the Pyramid.   
 
When Lagarde talks about the a global reset, she is talking about the return of the one world economic system, one world government, and one world religion that characterized ancient Babylon and the Tower of Babel. The purpose of the structural "reforms," financial regulations, Trade Treaties, etc. is to crash the global economic system in the near future, which will allow the financial elite to wipe out debts, protect their wealth, and then create a new global currency that will soon be cashless. On the other side of the U.S. dollar is a picture of a legendary bird called the Phoenix, a bird that is burned up in flames but supernaturally comes back to life, rising from the ashes. This is the future of America and other parts of the world. The world's elite has carefully planned the destruction of America, and plan for a new America resembling Babylon that will rise from the ashes. This will mean a new world currency along with a new world economic, political, and religious order.
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Israel Watch: Hello, October 1! - Jim Fletcher - http://www.raptureready.com/rap15.html
 
September 2015 is almost upon us. Time marches on.
 
In the Bible prophecy community, we are seeing a tidal wave of speculation about the month of September. Many are pointing to the "blood moons" or Jewish feasts, or some other topic, and saying that the fulfillment of human history (or at least a major, major turning point) will occur in September.
 
This is folly.
 
Time and again, irresponsible people in the prophecy community have speculated that Jesus will return on X date. We all remember this really heated up during the "Y2K" scare. 
 
Nothing happened. 
 
Several prominent prophecy teachers (some of them personal friends) have speculated about the month of September for the past 15 years.
 
Nothing happened.
 
In the interim, more people began to disengage from Bible prophecy teaching. The honest truth is, many of us have been looking for the soon-end since Hal Lindsey's first book was published in 1970. Personally, I think Lindsey was and is a solid prophecy teacher. Some took his interpretations and greatly expanded on them.
 
I grew up in the Southern Baptist church and prophecy teaching was dominant for at least a generation.
 
Then we cried wolf one too many times. That's the flat-out truth.
 
There are all sorts of reasons for people to reject God, reject the Bible, to reject the bulletproof evidence of prophecy.
 
Often, it's the age-old problem of human pride. The human heart is corrupt and self-centered. Often, non-believers use all sorts of excuses to reject the faith: mean church members, the pastor asks for money too much, etc.
 
However, at least a part is played by false prophecy teaching.
 
I won't go into all the Blood Moon speculations here; the reader has ready access to all that all over the Web. But I will quote from my friend, Phillip Goodman:
 
"I continue to be disappointed and perplexed at the way many believers neglect their only true authority and source of light on these kinds of subjects, while getting all of their information from the internet prophecy-fad sites or 'here today gone tomorrow' best seller books. The answer to what is going to happen tomorrow, and what signs will signal those future events is in the Bible!"
 
Yes! Phil is a voice of reason and a solid teacher, as he's always been. No wild speculation, just plain teaching from the Bible, which I frankly find glorious.
 
Here's what I think will happen in September:
 
Nothing.
 
October 1 will dawn, and we will all begin to get ready for the holidays. Maybe Israel will strike Iran, maybe they won't. Maybe Hillary Clinton will be elected president next year, and maybe she won't.
 
Who knows?
 
Further, of what possible value is it to our daily lives now to speculate on the timing of the Gog-Magog War, or any other?
 
This morning, I read reports of Syrian jets attacking positions where senior Jordanian and Israeli officers were, killing a number of them. Wars are raging all over the globe. Anti-semitism is on the rise. Our own government has sold us out and endangered all of us with the insane Iranian nuclear deal. Natural disasters are unlike any we've seen before.
 
And the economy. Always the economy. The Dow plunged 1,000 points last week and people were predicting Armageddon. 
 
Then the Dow came back up, one day's gains matching the third-best in its history!
 
The truth is, nobody knows what's going to happen tomorrow. We are in the dark about most future events, save for the Big Picture, which the Lord has provided for us...IN SCRIPTURE.
 
It's just as Phil said, the Bible is our authority, not a Blood Moons author, or televangelist screaming fear from your TV set.
 
Find joy in the Lord. Ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten you about Scripture. Visit a sick friend and offer comfort, not fear. 
 
Football is coming this fall, and November will bring the big conference championship battles. Thanksgiving will be an opportunity for you to visit with family and friends and offer thanks to the Lord.
 
Christmas will bring the opportunity to meditate on and be grateful for the infinite mercy offered by our Lord 2,000 years ago.
 
Get out of the fear game. Get out of the speculation game. 
 
I'm going to conclude this week by asking for something from you, dear readers:
 
On October 1, email me and say hi. Give me some praise report from your life. Tell me about your joy in the Lord.
 
Just don't tell me why the latest bestselling book is keeping you up at night.
 
Have a lovely September.
 
jim@prophecymatters.com 
 
www.prophecymatters.com 
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Israeli Lawmakers Scramble as "Supergiant" Gas Field Discovered Off Coast of Egypt - By Lea Speyer - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/48007/israeli-lawmakers-scramble-supergiant-gas-field-discovered-off-coast-egypt-middle-east/#u151So0PUhK8aceK.97
 
"Precious treasure and oil are in a wise man's dwelling, but a foolish man devours it." (Proverbs 21:20)
 
A "supergiant" natural gas field has been discovered off the coast of Egypt, the Italian energy company Eni announced Sunday, calling the find the "largest-ever" natural gas deposit the largest ever found in the Mediterranean Sea.
 
The discovery was made during Eni's Zohr prospect "in the deep waters of Egypt." It is believed that the gas field holds some 30 trillion cubic feet of gas over an area of 100 square kilometers (38.6 miles).
 
"Zohr is the largest gas discovery ever made in Egypt and in the Mediterranean Sea and could become one of the world's largest natural gas fields," Eni said in a statement. "The discovery, after its full development, will be able to ensure satisfying Egypt's natural gas demand for decades."
 
Eni CEO Claudio Descalzi was quoted by Reuters as saying that the Zohr gas field "could become one of the world's largest natural-gas finds."
 
The Zohr field is almost double in size to Israel's Leviathan gas field, which is estimated at 16 trillion cubic feet and was the largest natural has deposit in the Mediterranean.
 
The discovery of the natural gas field has spurred Israeli lawmakers to finalize a stalled agreement on the country's own gas reserves in the Mediterranean.
 
The controversial deal, headed by American Noble Energy and Israel-based Delek Group, has faced heated opposition in the Knesset. Critics fear that the regulations surrounding the energy agreement would overly favor those companies involved in the deal, almost resembling a monopoly.
 
"The discovery of the massive gas field in Egypt is a painful reminder that while Israel sleepwalks and dallies with the final approval for the gas road map, and delays further prospecting, the world is changing in front of us, including ramifications for export options," Israel's Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz said Sunday.
 
"We must pass the gas road map and forward the Israeli gas industry," he added.
 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a proponent of the Noble-Delek agreement, maintains that the deal would pump billions of shekels into the Israeli economy. Earlier this month, the prime minister pushed the deal through his cabinet.
 
The Noble-Delek group has already been producing gas from Israeli fields since 2013, beginning with the Tamar field right off the Israeli coast. The two companies have also agreed to develop the Leviathan by 2019.
 
Earlier this year, stakeholders of the Tamar field agreed to sell Egypt five billion cubic meters of gas over the next three years. The gas will flow to Egypt through an old pipeline that used to supply Egyptian gas to Israel.
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On Temple Mount, some see a dome and imagine an altar - By Elhanan Miller -
http://www.timesofisrael.com/on-temple-mount-some-see-a-dome-and-imagine-an-altar/
 
More and more religious Jews are visiting the holy site, part of a movement defying a centuries-old rabbinic ban and stoking tension with Muslims who also lay claim to the esplanade
 
The night before she visited Temple Mount for the first time last year, Aviya Fraenkel was so excited she couldn't sleep a wink. 
 
"I remember climbing the Mughrabi Bridge [leading to the Temple Mount] and seeing the Western Wall beneath me, so small, and and all these different Jews way down there," Fraenkel told The Times of Israel recently, standing at the bottom of the same bridge and waiting to enter. "You ask yourself: 'Hold on, what was I doing down there all these years? It just isn't interesting. I'm up here now!' That's a feeling you can never take back."
 
"We still go to the Western Wall and love it, but you suddenly realize the difference. Why settle for so little? Why settle for imitations when we have the real thing?"
 
Fraenkel, a 29-year-old doctoral student in Assyriology and Bible studies at Bar-Ilan University, is part of a new revival movement sweeping Israel's national religious community. Defying a centuries-old rabbinical ban on entering the 35-acre compound - considered the holiest site in Judaism where the first and second temples stood - Fraenkel, who created a special tour guides' course last summer tailored for Temple Mount visitors, now tries to go up every week.
 
"It was brewing in me for many years," Fraenkel recalled. "So I took the ritual bath and went up. I can't completely explain it. Part of it has to do with the belief that there's a next stage, that our ideals aren't limited to a state - which is a lot - but that the state must manifest our religious yearnings of the past 2,000 years."
 
"I've made a decision that my Judaism isn't just about the past, it's an expectation for the future," she said. "I'm tired of apologizing about this. If others want to apologize, they're free to do so."
 
Fraenkel is not alone. According to data provided to Israeli daily Makor Rishon, the number of Jewish Israelis visiting Temple Mount annually has steadily but significantly climbed in recent years: from 6,568 visits in 2009 to 8,528 in 2013 to 10,906 in 2014.
 
Those statistics frighten people like Ekrema Sabri, who served as grand mufti (Islamic legal expert) of Jerusalem and Palestine between 1994 and 2006. Sabri accused the "extremist" Temple Mount activists of attempting to carry out "Talmudic prayers" on the site of the "so-called Temple of Solomon," backed by Israeli police.
 
"These groups want to impose a new reality: to pray according to Jewish tradition freely, with no opposition by Muslims," Sabri told The Times of Israel in a telephone conversation. "They want time allocated to them for prayer during the morning hours."
 
"There can be no single place for two religions," Sabri continued. "Our position is clear: This is a place for Muslims by divine decree, and Jews have no place in this mosque."
 
Muslims traditionally refer to the entire Temple Mount Plaza as the Al-Aqsa Mosque, a position Israeli authorities have tacitly accepted for decades.
 
In the wake of the Six Day War triumph, Israel's leadership was wary of extending full sovereignty over the holy mountain. Hours after Israeli paratroopers captured Temple Mount along with the Old City of Jerusalem from Jordan on the morning of June 7, 1967, defense minister Moshe Dayan ordered the removal of the Israeli flag from atop the Dome of the Rock. "If there's something we should not do in Jerusalem, it's to wave Israeli flags on the Mosque of Omar (the Dome of the Rock) and Jesus' grave," Dayan was quoted as saying.
 
Ten days later, a new status quo was fixed. Jews would be allowed to enter Temple Mount as tourists, but not as worshipers. The Islamic Waqf, which managed the compound under the Jordanian ministry of religious affairs, would continue to maintain effective control over ritual throughout the sacred space.
But while the ban on Jewish prayer is still in force on Temple Mount, the attitude of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud government seems to have changed dramatically. Yehudah Glick, a Temple Mount activist and member of the Likud party, recovering from a Palestinian assassination attempt last October, said he now meets with Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan on a monthly basis to discuss the situation on Temple Mount.
 
"He told me this is his first priority after appointing a new chief of police," Glick said of Erdan last Wednesday.
 
These lobbying efforts are already bearing fruit. Last week, Erdan ordered the removal of female Islamist activists known as Murabitat from Temple Mount. The women, who habitually harass and heckle Jewish visitors at the site, are now confined to the plaza gates during morning visiting hours. Erdan has also asked the interior minister to outlaw the group and its male equivalent, Murabitin.
 
Last Wednesday, Glick's movement, The Temple Mount Heritage Foundation, published a guidebook for visitors to the plaza titled "Arise and Ascend." Delivered in person to Netanyahu last week, the booklet features endorsements from Efrat rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Turkish author Adnan Oktar and Methodist pastor Keith Johnson, as well as from Minister of Jerusalem Affairs Ze'ev Elkin. Currently available in English and Russian, the booklet will be translated into Hebrew next month.
 
The willingness of mainstream Orthodox rabbis such as Riskin to endorse the Temple Mount ascension movement against the rulings of Israel's Chief Rabbinate is a new development, said Arnon Segal, a 35-year-old full-time activist.
 
When Segal first visited the Mount 16 years ago with a friend from the Otniel Yeshiva in the South Hebron Hills, none of his rabbis would endorse the visit. "They themselves wouldn't go up, but I know that today the same rabbis support it," Segal said. "Today, most national religious rabbis don't oppose ascension. Some are very active in supporting it."
 
Segal decided to visit the site of the Jewish temple during the festival of Sukkot, 1999. At yeshiva, the young student had read a book by Shlomo Goren, Israel's chief rabbi during the 1967 conquest of East Jerusalem and one of the few Orthodox voices willing to publicly support visits despite the Jews' collective state of ritual impurity since the destruction of the Second Temple in the year 70 CE.
 
The visit was a disappointment. "It was like tearing apart the Red Sea" - extremely difficult, he said. "They did everything possible to prevent us from reaching that moment."
 
Unaware of the exact visiting hours, Segal and his friend were forced by police to wait outside for two hours. Then, singled out as Orthodox Jews, they were only allowed to enter in pairs and spend seven minutes on the Mount.
 
"Up until four or five years ago, the issue was in no one's consciousness," he recalled. "Ascension was considered very odd, incomprehensible, extreme, a religious transgression. Today it's not a big deal. Even the ultra-Orthodox know about the option of visiting Temple Mount."
 
The change came about, he said, thanks to "lots of people willing to seem crazy."
 
"At the end of the day, how many crazy people can there be? If everyone is talking about it, maybe there's some truth to it. People just spoke about it endlessly until a realization emerged that what is going on up there makes no sense."
 
During the summer, visitation hours for Jewish tourists are 7:30-11 a.m, and 1:30-2:30 p.m. Israelis identified by police as religious (and hence as potential troublemakers) are allowed into the Temple Mount in small groups of 10-15 individuals, accompanied by armed Israeli policemen and Islamic Waqf attendants, who make sure they do not whisper prayers or bow down in reverence.
 
Visitors circle the periphery of the plaza counterclockwise starting from the Mughrabi Gate on the Western Wall, and exit from a nearby gate approximately 20 minutes later. Only when one Jewish group leaves the plaza is another permitted to enter.
 
"My job is to drive people crazy about Temple Mount all the time," Segal described his current occupation. He writes a weekly column about the Temple Mount in the right-leaning newspaper Makor Rishon and in a pamphlet called Olam Katan which is distributed to synagogues in 70,000 copies every Friday.
 
"It is extremely important for Jews to be on Temple Mount," Segal said. "State authorities joined hands with religious authorities in an un-kosher effort to brand activists as weirdos and involve the Shin Bet [internal security agency] in everything," he said.
 
His explanation for why it is essential for Jews to visit Temple Mount is a medley of classic libertarianism and Jewish religious reasoning.
 
"In a democratic state, freedom of worship is part of freedom of expression," Segal said, citing former chief justice Aharon Barak. "Freedom of worship includes everything that Jewish law obligates us to do on Temple Mount, including sacrifices, not just prayers."
 
According to the Israeli activist, more than one-third of the total number of Jewish commandments - specifically those related to ritual sacrificing - can only be practiced on Temple Mount. The exact historic location of the Altar of Burnt Offering is known to religious scholars, he declared, and the renewal of ritual sacrifice should be undertaken immediately for those interested in fulfilling God's commandments.
 
"Abstaining from sacrificing the Pascal lamb is a mortal sin, akin to refraining from circumcision," Segal argued, noting that the reconstruction of the Bronze altar would not interfere with any existing Muslim structure on Temple Mount. "The al-Aqsa Mosque is situated outside the holy perimeters of Temple Mount. With some goodwill from the Muslims, and more courage on the part of our Jewish leadership, we could all get along."
 
And then there's the political issue. Segal argued that every space not occupied by a Jewish presence will be taken over by Islamic radicals and become "a center for global terrorism."
 
"Almost every week we see flags of Hamas, Hezbollah and the Nusra Front. We hear calls inciting terror," he said. "There's no vacuum up there."
 
Israeli opponents to Jewish ritual on Temple Mount argue that any change in the status quo established by Dayan nearly 60 years ago would lead to severe Arab violence, as occurred following the visit of then-opposition leader Ariel Sharon on the Mount on September 28, 2000. That visit is widely viewed as a trigger or pretext for the Second Intifada, which erupted the following day.
 
Visiting the site is not just a political taboo, though, but also a religious one. Since its destruction nearly 2000 years ago, the Temple has gone from the physical center of Jewish worship to an abstract place of prayers and dreams. Practical, individual ritual has replaced the historic slaughter and sacrifice of animals linked with the Temple, a change many spiritual leaders are wary to challenge. "Instead of devoting themselves to Torah and religious commandments, they [the Temple Mount activists] are busy with something that is not a commandment," prominent national religious rabbi Shlomo Aviner of Bet El said in a recent interview.
 
Meanwhile, some activists are busy documenting infringements of visitation rights granted to religious Jews on Temple Mount. Last Passover, Elishama Sandman founded "Yera'eh," a group of volunteers who issue daily reports on obstruction to Jewish ascension and share them on social media.
 
On Monday last week, Yera'eh reported in its daily roundup, a bride and a groom came for a visit, as did a Bat Mitzvah girl and a three-year-old boy celebrating a traditional first haircut with his family. A Christian tourist was asked by police to remove his yarmulka, regarded as an impermissible religious symbol. Otherwise, things were quiet.
 
"My goal is to show the public what's happening there day by day," Sandman, a 19-year-old yeshiva student from Safed, said in a telephone interview. "To give statistics, data, to highlight good and bad occurrences. Sometimes it's hard to show the good because the situation is very complex."
 
Sandman first visited the Temple Mount on Jerusalem Day just over a year ago. It was that experience - when he and a group of 30 Jews were allowed to enter the Mount for a mere three minutes and had to leave immediately from the next gate over - that spurred him to action.
 
"We were surrounded by policemen and crowds of angry Muslims throwing things at us," he recalled. "I remember thinking I have to do something about this, to join the just struggle." Sandman was inspired by the Facebook pages of Arnon Segal and Yehuda Glick, who regularly document and share their activity.
 
Today, he said, his goal is to improve the treatment of Jewish visitors by the police. "If the police had to deal with 600 Jews wishing to enter Temple Mount at 7:30 a.m., they'd have to let in bigger groups."
 
Unlike his older mentor Segal, Sandman is unabashed about the final aim of his activity.
 
"Our ultimate goal on Temple Mount is to build the Third Temple and renew sacrifices," he said. "It's not a distant goal but an aspiration. First we need to accompany the people and help them understand the significance of the place."
 
But what about the Dome of the Rock, a monumental structure build by the Umayyad Caliph Abdul Malik in the year 691 over the Foundation Stone, where Jews and Muslims believe the earth was created?
 
Sandman replied with a metaphor.
 
"If a burglar entered your home and told you that you don't own it, you wouldn't think about getting along with him," he said. "You'd remove him and take the place. It's the same here: The people of Israel own this place and it's not our duty to consider those who stole it from us."
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
 
To Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Nearing Midnight: The Real Problems with Illegal Immigration - Todd Strandberg -   http://www.raptureready.com/rap16.html
 
One of the key factors that made America a superpower is its history of being a "nation of immigrants." People came here with their skills and ambition and created wealth. In the days when Ellis Island was a functioning gateway, we were very selective about who we let into the country. If someone had a criminal record or some type of infectious disease, he or she would likely be sent back to their country of origin. 
 
Today, our borders are almost nonexistent. For decades, wave after wave of illegal immigrants have been flooding into America. There are now around 20 million illegal aliens in our nation; with 1.7 million coming in just since 2014. One-fifth of the one-time citizens of El Salvador are now living in the United States. 
 
In the area of immigration we have a complete breakdown of the rule of law. I'm constantly reading about the absurdity of people being caught and deported as many as a dozen times. Nearly half the people who come to the U.S. on visas overstay their time limit. 
 
Politicians like President Obama openly support illegal immigration. He and his liberal cronies see these immigrants as a way to gain political power. Since most of the new arrivals will vote for the Democratic Party, liberals welcome the invasion. Our porous southern border allows them to import their voter base. 
 
Anyone who protests this policy is asked, "What are we going to do, round them all up?" Since they are breaking our laws, that would be the appropriate thing to do. If a massive number of people were cheating on their taxes, would they also say, "What are we going to do, round them all up?" 
 
This unchecked immigration comes with a very high cost. In 2010, the average unlawful immigrant household received around $24,721 in government benefits and services while paying some $10,334 in taxes. This generated an average annual fiscal deficit (benefits received minus taxes paid) of around $14,387 per household. The annual costs of illegal immigration at the federal, state and local level is about $113 billion; nearly $29 billion at the federal level and $84 billion at the state and local level. 
 
The greatest problem with illegal immigration is the erosion of our society. Liberals think they are making the country better by adding to our diversity. What they are really doing is undermining our nation's main culture by helping to create subcultures hostile or non-cooperative to the national interest. To have unity, people who come here need to assimilate to the American culture. 
 
Since 46 percent of legal immigrants and approximately 75 percent of illegal migrants are Hispanic, they ignore traditional U.S. institutions in favor of alternative Spanish-language ones. They frequent websites, radio stations, and TV networks that are in Spanish. The development of this subculture is what has allowed Spanish-language network Univision to top all other stations (including the "Big Four," ABC, NBC, CBS, and Fox) in the ratings. 
 
My hometown is Storm Lake, Iowa. It is the perfect example to explain the balkanization process. The population went from zero to 36 percent Hispanic. You wouldn't know it by going into many of the long-existing local businesses. The immigrants have their own grocery stores, restaurants, and even their own radio station. In a town of 10,000 people, there are two separate cultures. 
 
Europe has made a huge mistake by allowing in ten million Muslims. Most followers of the Koran see their religion as being superior to the citizenship requirements of their adopted nation. In one poll, over half of the Muslims living in Europe said they would support a forced effort to make Islamic law the rule of the land. 
 
Not even the rash of mass murders in France has not caused the country to highlight the immense cultural conflict. It would be bad enough to have Muslims motivated by some major grievance, but many of the attacks are carried out by Islamists that decide out of the blue that they want to kill all infidels. 
 
We get into demonic madness when it comes to crimes committed by immigrants. The liberal media have an embargo on criminal acts by illegal aliens. While they represent just 3.5% of the U.S. population, undocumented immigrants represent 7% of federal prison sentences following convictions on charges of sexual abuse, 9% of murders, 12% of assaults and 30% of kidnappings. These numbers are brushed aside because they don't fit in with the media's agenda on immigration. 
 
My greatest fear is that our broken borders are going to play right into the hands of a right-wing reactionary party. The lawlessness created by liberal policies is the perfect setting for a Hitler-like figure to come along and promise he will restore order. 
 
"As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be at the coming of the Son of Man" (Matthew 24:37).
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Why Is Bible Prophecy Important? - Dr. David R. Reagan -
www.lamblion.com
 
This is a book review that I did not want to write. The reason is simple. Carl Gallups, the author, is a dear and valued friend, but I must honestly report that his latest book is a disaster.
 
I first became aware of Carl in 2012 when his first book was published. It was titled, The Magic Man in the Sky, which is the term Atheists often use to refer to the Christian concept of God. The book presented a brilliant defense of the existence of God and a scathing refutation of the fantasy of Evolution.
 
As soon as I finished reading the book, I immediately contacted Carl and invited him to appear on our television program, which he did. (Watch the interview.) I discovered that he had been a police detective for 20 years before deciding to enter ministry full time. He became the pastor of a Baptist church in Milton, Florida, located in the panhandle of the state, near Destin. He has served that church since 1987.
 
Before writing his first book, Carl had become known nationally through his radio program and his Internet video programs that focus on providing a biblical perspective on national and international events. He had developed a reputation as an articulate, outspoken and fearless prophetic voice due to his insightful commentaries about the decay of American society and our impending destruction by God.
 
His first book established him as a serious apologetics author who understands how to defend God's Word. The book is "a must read" for any Christian.
 
 Carl's Second Book
 
His second book was equally good, but very different. It was titled, The Rabbi Who Found Messiah. It is an investigative journalistic type of book that exposed to the world the remarkable story of one of Israel's most influential rabbis - Yitzhak Kaduri.
 
Before the rabbi died in January of 2006, he announced to his followers that the Messiah had appeared to him and revealed His identity. He said he had written down the Messiah's name on a piece of paper and sealed it in an envelope that was to be opened one year after his death. That was done in January of 2007, and the name the envelope contained produced a profound shock among Orthodox Jews. It was Yeshua, the Hebrew name for Jesus! This revelation was dismissed as "dementia" and was quickly covered up by both the Orthodox and the Israeli press.
 
Carl's excellent book brought the revelation back to light, and the book is being used very effectively in Israel today to witness Jesus to Orthodox Jews, some of whom have accepted Yeshua as their Lord and Savior. (Watch the interview.)
 
 Carl's Newest Book
 
This brings us to Carl's third book, just recently published. It is titled,Final Warning: Understanding the Trumpet Days of Revelation (WND Books, 2015, 234 pages). The book carries an endorsement by Joel Richardson, the proponent of the very unbiblical idea that the Antichrist is going to be a Muslim. He states: "If you have a passion to study the subject of the end times, then you will love this book! Gallups is an engaging writer who presents a unique perspective. Prepare to be challenged."
 
It is true that Carl is an "engaging writer, but it is not true that he presents "a unique perspective." It is an unusual perspective, and from my viewpoint, it is completely off-the-wall, but it is not unique. That's because it is an echo of the concepts of a very well known Bible prophecy teacher by the name of Irvin Baxter.
 
Basically, both of these men believe that we are currently living in the midst of the Trumpet Judgments of the book of Revelation! That's right. They do not see these judgments as something future that will occur during the Tribulation. No, they claim the judgments are happening now.
 
 
A Lonely Interpretation
 
Until the publication of Carl's book, I was not aware of anyone who agreed with Baxter's interpretation of Revelation. In fact, Baxter has no links to any other prophecy ministries on his website because no one else agrees with him - until now.
 
Lone Ranger interpretations of this nature should always be suspect because the Bible specifically states that "no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation" (2 Peter 1:20). Here's how Southern Baptist theologian Frank Stagg put it in his essay, "How to Understand the Bible" (1974): "God does not grant private disclosures that are withheld from other people."
 
When you think about how unusual the interpretation of Revelation is that these men have come up with, you can understand why I consider it remarkable that throughout Carl's new book, he repeatedly introduces each of his strange interpretations by proclaiming that "many" or "numerous" prophecy scholars agree with him!
 
The Third Trumpet
 
Carl begins his book by focusing on the third Trumpet Judgment because he says this was the first one that he realized had already been fulfilled in our day and time (chapter 15). It is the judgment recorded inRevelation 8:10-11. It reads as follows:
 
10) The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters.
 
11) The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter.
 
Carl argues that this prophecy was fulfilled in the explosion of the Russian nuclear reactor in Chernobyl, Ukraine on April 26, 1986 (chapter 15). His basic reason for making the connection between this event and the prophecy is the fact that Chernobyl means wormwood in the Ukrainian language (chapter 16).
 
To make the rest of the prophecy fit the event, Carl engages in some fanciful spiritualizations of Scripture. He explains away the reference to a star falling from heaven as a First Century man's primitive explanation of a nuclear explosion (chapter 18).
 
To do this, Carl starts redefining words, a technique he uses throughout his book. So, according to Carl, the word, star, doesn't really mean star - it is just something that looked like a star (pp. 124ff). And heaven doesn't really mean heaven, it is just a reference to the sky. Also, the idea that a star falls from heaven is just a reference to debris from a nuclear explosion falling back to the ground (p. 126).
 
Further, Carl asserts that the statement that this event will result in one-third of the waters of the world being polluted must be interpreted as meaning simply "a calamity on a monumental scale" (pp. 116ff). That's a very convenient interpretation, but it is not what the prophecy says.
 
Now, having come to the conclusion that the Chernobyl explosion was a fulfillment of the third Trumpet Judgment, Carl concludes that the first and second Trumpet Judgments must also have already occurred and must have done so before 1986.
 
The Second Trumpet
 
The second Trumpet Judgment, found in Revelation 8:8-9, reads as follows:
 
8) The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood,
 
9) and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed.
 
To give a contemporary interpretation to this prophecy, the first thing Carl does is to explain away the reference to the sea by saying, "Obviously, the sea in these verses is not a literal ocean of water but rather a vast expanse" (p. 129). "Obviously"? Really? Obvious to whom?
 
He then resorts to the redefinition of words, claiming that "thrown" should really be translated "arise" (p. 131).
 
Now, having changed the meaning of the prophecy, he proceeds to proclaim that it was fulfilled in 1945 with the atomic bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Since Japan is an island nation, from a distance, the explosions must have looked like "a mountain of fire" rising from the sea (p. 131).
 
And, oh yes, the reference to one-third of the sea being affected is also explained away in a most peculiar way. It refers to either one-third of the population of Japan being killed in the explosions (including those who died over a five year period of time from radiation poisoning), or it refers to one-third of those involved in World War II being killed (pp. 132-133). But these particular verses do not speak of one-third of any group being killed. They talk about one-third of the sea becoming blood. And Carl never bothers to explain away the reference to the sea turning to blood.
 
The First Trumpet
 
This brings us to the first Trumpet Judgment. It is recorded in Revelation 8, verse 7:
 
The first [trumpet] sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.
 
Carl proposes two possible modern day fulfillments of this prophecy. The first would be the "scorched earth" policy followed by the Russians in the defeat of the Nazi invasion of their nation during World War II (pp. 136ff). The second alternative, and the one Carl prefers, is that this verse is describing World War I (pp. 138ff).
 
Carl explains away the prophecy's statement that the judgment will affect one-third of the earth by, once again, redefining words. The problem, he says, is that we are "relying solely upon the English translation" (p. 136). He then explains: "In actuality, the Greek word for earth in this passage allows for something much more local in nature." So, as Carl puts it, the Apostle John, who wrote Revelation, "could easily have been speaking of a specific theater - that is, a specific region" (p. 136). Again, very convenient for Carl, but that is not what the text says.
 
The Fourth Trumpet
 
At this point in his book, Carl jumps to the fourth Trumpet Judgment inRevelation 8:12 which reads as follows:
 
The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way.
 
In his desperation to find a modern day fulfillment for this prophecy, Carl resorts to a 2004 article in the New York Times which reported that due to pollution, there was drop in the amount of sunshine reaching the earth by as much as 10 percent from the late 1950s to the early 1990s - or about 2 percent per decade (p. 141).
 
Carl calls this "global dimming," and he jumps on the fact that in one place, Hong Kong, the loss of daylight amounted to 37 percent. Well, the prophecy does not speak of one place - it speaks of the impact on the whole world, and it also speaks of an immediate impact, not a gradual one over 40 years.
 
The Fifth Trumpet
 
The fifth Trumpet Judgment is a long one recorded in Revelation 9:1-11. To summarize it, the prophecy says that "a star from heaven" [identified as an angel] falls to earth with "the key to the abyss" [some translations read "bottomless pit"]. This is a reference to the place where rebellious angels are held (2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6). The angel opens the abyss and smoke comes out, together with a swarm of demons shaped like locusts who can sting like scorpions. They are allowed to torment all mankind for 5 months, except for those who have "the seal of God on their foreheads." The locusts have a "king over them" who is described as an "angel of the abyss" whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon and in Greek is Apollyon - both names meaning, "Destroyer."
 
Incredibly, Carl tries to find the fulfillment of this prophecy in the Gulf War of 1990-1991 (chapter 22). The five months of torment is interpreted to refer to the five months that Iraq tormented the people of Kuwait before the United States launched its invasion. The abyss is redefined to mean a hole in the ground like a pit or a well, and thus Carl says the prophecy is really talking about the oil wells of Iraq! The smoke from the abyss is the burning of the oil wells. The locusts are helicopters. And the king called Abbadon or Apollyon is Saddam Hussein because his nick-name was "Destroyer."
 
This whole interpretation was just beyond belief to me because the prophecy makes it clear that it is talking about a demonic invasion. And the idea that Saddam Hussein might be the Destroyer spoken about in the prophecy was particularly mystifying because the prophecy clearly states that the Destroyer is a demon who is released from the abyss.
 
The Sixth Trumpet
 
That brings us to the sixth Trumpet Judgment, and mercifully, Carl does not try to explain it away by linking it to some modern day event. Rather, he says its fulfillment is yet future (chapter 21). This is the judgment that says armies consisting of 200 million soldiers will be released who will proceed to kill "a third of mankind" (Revelation 9:13-19).
 
In speculating how this prophecy might be fulfilled, Carl states, "I am certainly not going to insist upon a rigorous interpretation of this sixth trumpet prophecy" (p. 169). Really? Why not?
 
He then proceeds to explain away the prophecy's meaning by stating that it is most likely going to be fulfilled by a limited war in the Middle East in which one-third of the participants will be killed.
 
 Unusual Interpretations
 
There are many other strange interpretations contained in Carl's book. For example:
*The Seal Judgments (which precede the Trumpet Judgments) are not really judgments. They are just a general overview of what is going to happen - they are warnings, like those contained in Jesus' Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24. The actual judgments do not start happening until the Trumpet Judgments which are all contained in the seventh Seal Judgment (pp. 77-79).
*The Two Witnesses (Revelation 11) who will prophesy in Jerusalem for three and a half years and then be killed by the Antichrist are identified as symbols of Messianic Jews and the Church (even though Messianic Jews are part of the Church). In other words, Carl denies the witnesses will be two men (chapter 13).
*The Rapture of the Church will take place when the Two Witnesses (all Jewish and Gentile believers) are caught up to Heaven (Revelation 11:11-12). This will happen before the pouring out of God's wrath in the Bowl Judgments (Revelation 16). So, the Rapture will most likely take place in the middle of the Tribulation, following the blowing of the seventh trumpet in the series of Trumpet Judgments (chapter 29).
*The "abomination of desolation" (Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15) which will be erected "in the holy place" is the current Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount (chapter 27) - despite the fact that the Bible clearly states that this abomination will be erected by the Antichrist.
 
The Basic Problem
 
There is a fundamental problem with Carl's analysis that he never addresses, and it is the death knell to all that he proclaims. It is the fact that the book of Revelation pictures all its series of judgments - Seals, Trumpets and Bowls - as occurring within a 7 year period of time. This time period is precisely defined as 2,520 days (Revelation 11:3 and 12:6), or 7 years when considering that a prophetic year is 360 days.
 
The prophet Daniel says this 7 year period of time will begin when the Antichrist makes a treaty with Israel - most likely one that will allow the Jews to rebuild their temple (Daniel 9:27).
 
These 7 years are the final week of years of Daniel's prophecy of the 70 weeks of years (Daniel 9:24). This period of 490 years is the time during which God will accomplish all His purposes among the Jewish people (Daniel 9:24).
 
The first 483 years of this prophecy ended with the Crucifixion, at which time the Church was established and the Jews were set aside under discipline. We are now in the Church Age which represents a gap in Daniel's prophecy. When the Church is taken out in the Rapture, God will once again focus on Israel as the centerpiece of His purposes. He will use the last 7 years of Daniel's prophecy to bring the Jews to the end of themselves through the Tribulation judgments, at the end of which, the Jewish remnant will repent and receive Yeshua (Jesus) as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10).
 
 Conclusion
 
The Tribulation judgments - all of them - are pictured in the book of Revelation as occurring within Daniel's 70th Week - a 7-year period of time. They do not begin before that time.
 
The judgments portrayed by the book of Revelation are all future. They will take place during the 7 years of the Tribulation. And they will happen as they are described. No one will have to redefine them or spiritualize them or explain them away. They mean what they say!
 
In conclusion, Carl's latest book is an exercise in imagination that is going to confuse many people. Even worse, it is going to convince many that Bible prophecy does not mean what it says.
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Daily Jot: Is America facing prophetic consequences in September? - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
There are many people who agreed with a certain author's statement that the 2015 Shemitah, "ordained, spelled out, and determined the collapse of the American and global economy...even the exact timing down to the exact day." While the exact day is not mentioned, it surely was implied in writings and interviews, bringing the start of September into the focus of an American collapse in the next 14 days. There is documentation that there were major stock downturns during every Shemitah since 1973. There is also documentation that the current market decline is the worst since 2010 and 1998, depending on the data used--neither of those are Shemitah years. So what is right? There is one thing that is very true.
 
White House correspondent and fellow watchman Bill Koenig says there has been a major stock market decline in every Shemitah since 1973 coinciding with US pressure on Israel to divide its land. Koenig's calculations have been extensively documented. In his book, "Eye to Eye: Facing the Consequences of Dividing Israel," he has chronicled, for example, how within 48 hours of a president pressuring Israel to divide its land there have been political, financial or natural disasters. In August of 2005 when president George W. Bush pressured then Prime Minister of Israel Ariel Sharon to remove some 8,500 Israeli Jews from Gaza, Katrina hit the US coast. Inside of six months, Sharon suffered a stroke. 
 
There is at least one event that will occur in September that has significant prophetic bearing--Congress deciding on whether to accept the "president's" deal that will surely result in Iran having a nuclear weapon, and will reward them with billions of dollars in the process. Congress has until September 17 (four days after Shemitah) to overturn the deal, and must do so with a veto-proof margin. This egregious act is related to an implied threat made by the "president's" chief of staff to Jewish leaders in April 2009 that if Israel did not give up its land to "Palestinians", the White House would not prevent Iran from having a nuclear weapon. Israel didn't give up the land and the White House is giving Iran a pass on nuclear weapons.
 
We have to be careful to not twist or cherry pick scriptures and tie man's opinions to world events to create prophecies. And it is not wise to hope judgment upon America. Judgment comes in the Day of the Lord, and it is not a good thing for those coming against Israel. In recent decades, however, there are documented severe consequences for coming against Israel. And the stage is set for them. Following are three scriptures that shall relate to this month's events as they unfold. Genesis 12:3, "And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curses thee." Galatians 6:7, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap." Proverbs 29:2, "...When the wicked bear rule, the people mourn." Discern which of them, or combination of them, apply as we watch and pray.
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Daily Devotion: In the Fourth Watch - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. -Matthew 14:25
 
In the Gospels we find a story about Jesus sending His disciples across the Sea of Galilee. As they went on their way, they hit a huge storm that was so severe, they thought they would drown.
 
Meanwhile, Jesus had gone up on a mountain to spend some time in prayer. No doubt He could see His disciples, but they couldn't see Him. And they were thinking it was all over.
 
Then we read that "in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea" (Matthew 14:25). Why did Jesus go to them in the fourth watch? Why didn't He come right away, when the storm got bad? Or why didn't He at least go out to them during the second or third watch? Yet Jesus went to them in the fourth watch-at the very end, effectively-after they had been battling the waves for up to nine hours.
 
Why do you think Jesus waited so long? I think He wanted them to exhaust their resources and realize there was no way out but through Him. And sometimes life goes that way. Something traumatic happens. Something that seems unbearable happens. We say, "How am I going to get through this? If God doesn't come through for me, I am dead in the water."
 
Actually, that is not such a bad place to be. As a friend of mine named Alan Redpath used to say that when we get to the end of ourselves, we get to the beginning of God.
 
Have you come to the end of yourself? Maybe, like the disciples, you're experiencing an epic storm. Maybe you're facing a crisis or a hardship. And maybe you're thinking you won't get through it. I have good news for you: Jesus always shows up.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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