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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Iran General: Military Buildup Won't Stop Until 'Full Annihilation and Destruction' of Israel
Khamenei calls to increase air defense 
Iran's Khamenei backs parliamentary vote on nuclear deal with powers
Netanyahu to continue vocal opposition, despite Obama gaining enough votes to secure deal
White House not opposed to blocking Iran deal vote 
Take That Bibi. Tweets PBS Anchor Gwen Ifill
Secretary of State John Kerry delivers address in support of Iran deal
Cheney: Obama's Iran deal a 'train wreck'
Donald Trump: Nuclear deal calls for US to defend Iran against Israeli attack
Nuclear deal will make war with Iran more likely, former top military officials say in report
US to help counter Iranian threat after deal, Obama to assure Saudi king 
Obama to assuage Saudi fears that Iran could spend inflow of funds on 'nefarious activities' 
Kerry Promises Israel, Saudis Money In Wake of Iran Nuclear Deal
Kerry Believes Israel-PA Talks Can Restart
Palestinians appeal to UN to support flag-flying initiative amid Israeli opposition 
Navy readies defenses around strategically vital gas drilling rigs off Israel's coastline
Israel Using Antimissile Laser Technology on Planes
IDF jets bomb Hamas facility day after suspected sniper fire strikes Israeli homes 
Terrorist shot after attempting to throw explosive at security forces in Bethlehem
Police, firefighters attacked after rescuing Arab family from e. Jerusalem building
France drops investigation into Arafat's death
SodaStream chief accuses boycotters of anti-Semitism
Egypt gas find sparks panic in Israel about Israeli reserves
How Israel prevented ISIS from going nuclear
US sponsors ISIS and 'child-killer' Israeli regime, says Iranian commander 
Islamic State battles Syrian rebel forces in Damascus
Car bomb in Syria's Latakia kills at least 7
Germany open to 'constructive' Iranian role in Syria talks
Former ICC prosecutor pushes to open case into 'Yazidi genocide' in Iraq 
ISIS burns 4 hog-tied men alive in new video
Islamic State group in Yemen claims responsibility for bomb attacks in capital
Red Cross says 2 aid workers shot dead in northern Yemen
Barack Obama to meet with Saudi's King Salman over 'deteriorating' situation in Yemen 
Amid violence and chaos, Turkey grapples with turmoil from within and without 
War in in Middle East, N.Africa prevents 13 million going to school, UNICEF reports 
Poll: Majority of Republicans believe Obama is a Muslim
Chinese Warships in Bering Sea as Obama Visits Alaska
Communist Party takes star role in China's war parade
China holds massive military parade, to cut troop levels by 300,000
China Focus: Foreign troops march in China parade to display wartime unity against Fascism 
Refugees threaten Europe's Christian roots, says Hungary's PM 
Migrants defiant as Hungary blocks train links for 2nd day
Migrant crisis: Thousands arrive in mainland Greece
A dead baby becomes the most tragic symbol yet of the Mediterranean refugee crisis
Report: More than half of immigrants on welfare
Livid over crime, some Venezuelans resort to mob justice
El Salvador violence up to civil war-era level
'Who needs this?' Police recruits abandon dream amid anti-cop climate
Undercover FBI agents spy on annual Burning Man festival to prevent 'terrorism'
Use of license-plate scanners expands amid privacy concerns, court battles
Hackers could use baby monitors to watch your kids too, security experts warn
Sources: Clinton email markings changed to hide classified info
Stocks rebound: Dow jumps almost 300, Nasdaq surges 2.5%
IMF staff warn G20 of increasing downside economic growth risks 
IMF: China, tumbling commodity prices threaten world economy
Welcome to Quantitative Tightening as $12 Trillion Reserves Fall 
U.S. Banks Posted Record Profits in Second Quarter, FDIC Says
Times of India Blames Shemita for Financial Disasters
NASA Teams Up With Hoverboard Company to Build a Magnetic "Tractor Beam"
Will talk of the 'Big One' shake the US into quake prep?
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Hihifo, Tonga
Two Earthquakes Recorded In Oklahoma
Cotopaxi volcano in Ecuador erupts to 39,000ft
Tungurahua volcano in Ecuador erupts to 26,500ft
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 16,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 12,000ft
2015 Could Set a New Record for Category 4 and 5 Hurricanes and Typhoons
3 Hurricanes Are Hitting the Pacific at the Same Time, and the View From Space Is Amazing
Tropical Depression 14-E to Threaten Mexico Late Week
At least 4 dead after Mexico hit by apocalyptic hailstorm
Obama: Shrinking Exit Glacier a powerful sign of warming climate
Obama Prophesies Climate Nightmare: Famine, Floods, Fire, Fumes and Fighting
Marijuana wine the next big thing
Sierra Leone to vaccinate 200 people connected to Ebola victim
7 dead in Legionnaires' outbreak at Illinois veterans home
Nearly 900,000 veterans have pending health care requests, watchdog says
E-mail blunder reveals identities of HIV-positive patients
Planned Parenthood chapters among those receiving new Obamacare grants
Judge OKs gender surgery opposed by 48-year-old's parents
Forcing Girls To Share A Bathroom With A Gender-Confused Boy Is Abuse
Fiorina, Graham say Kentucky clerk should hand out gay 'marriage' licenses or resign 
Another KY clerk vows to not issue same sex marriage licenses
After blasphemous gay pride parade, Brazil seeks to ban 'Christophobia'
Majority of American Catholics OK With Children Being Raised by Gay Parents, Survey Finds Ahead of Historic Papal Visit
Atheists Demand 'No Gods' Statue in Arkansas After State Approves Ten Commandments Monument
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: The Alarming Absence of an Awareness Alert  
1. Divine Patterns Found in Shimittah, Jubilee Cycles Point to Something Big About to Happen for Israel
1.  Battle of the Messiah's: Iran Hastening Process of Mahdi's Arrival with Horrific Chaos Around the World  
1. Watchmen Warning: Russia Unhinged  
1. The 2030 Agenda: This Month The UN Launches A Blueprint For A New World Order With The Help Of The Pope  
1. Whom Say Ye That I Am 
1. Daily Jot: Advancing the prophecy clock--the US-Iran deal   
1. Daily Devotion: Time to Wake Up
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The Alarming Absence of an Awareness Alert - By Gene Lawley - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/lawley/lawley93.html
 
It is something like when you have been in an auto accident and the offensive party avoids looking at you, as if that would make the confrontation go away. More likely, though, there is some awareness that something is wrong in the world, but there is no known answer to the problem, so hopefully, it will go away.
 
When I was an early teenager, unsaved and in spiritual darkness, a day came when someone had predicted the world would end. It was a dull, slick cloudy day, and I waited and wondered just how it was going to happen. I was not unaware of the existence of God, but I had no idea how to connect with Him, nor did I realize a need to do so.  
 
I was rather frozen in the place of having no answers and not knowing what to do. Perhaps that is the mindset of much of the population today, that is, those who are at least somewhat aware that society is not normal and is increasingly going downhill.
 
Surveys by news teams on the street reveal that a majority of that segment of the population here in America, at least and quite likely in most of the world, the attitude is to "get it while the getting is good," or in another vein, "get all you can, can all you get, and poison the rest!" that mindset has led to the loud "hurrah" for legalized pot smoking in some states, in my opinion.  
 
The news media is totally obsessed with the buildup to the expected 2016 presidential election, while what is left of the time slots is forced to cover repeated murders of innocent people by deranged individuals with an avenging agenda or a desire for notoriety as a warrior for Islamic terrorism.  
 
In America the hopeful goal of most upright, moral citizens who recognize that society is crumbling beneath us is a return to the constitutional foundation that was laid by our founding fathers. However, that is not to be because of two factors that are working in opposition to each other.  
 
The New World Order proponents (which I have written of in several articles, most recently, the one titled, "Which New World Order Do You Prefer?" [1]) have been at their goal of a One World Government since the time of the Tower of Babel, reported in Genesis 11.  
 
On the opposing side is the plan of God, the Sovereign Judge of the universe, who has an appointed time for the end of days, often referred to as the "Day of the Lord," which starts the wrap up of human history as we know it. In other words, the inscription on our postage stamps, "USA Forever," is not a proclamation from God.  
 
Is this being not patriotic on my part? No, I call it being realistic in the light of Bible prophecy. God has an appointed time laid out when righteousness will confront evil in its rawest form, and the Sovereign Judge is not moved to action by the turn of circumstances. He makes the circumstances! This passage from Psalm 75:6-8 tells us much of God's mindset:
 
 "For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west nor from the south, but God is the Judge. He puts down one and exalts another.  For in the hand of the   Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is fully mixed, and He pours it out; surely its dregs shall all the wicked of the earth drain and drink down."
 
It is the cup of God's wrath that contains the wine of His judgment. But lest one would say that this writing in the Psalms is not the way it works, take a look at this segment of Daniel's prayer in Daniel 2:20-22:
 
 "Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His.  And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.  He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him."
 
Do you recall the strange turn of events back in August, 2008, when Barack Obama met with Hillary Clinton secretly (or perhaps not so secretly) at her place in New York? The Clinton steamroller was about to forge ahead of Obama in a decisive manner at that point in the campaign, as I recall. The result of that meeting was that Clinton bowed out of the race entirely, and Obama was the nominee.
 
It appears that God had a timetable that was not that of the prevailing circumstances. God sets up one and puts down another, just as the Psalmist wrote. In the prophetical realm, in order to have a one world government, that seventh head of the Beast of Revelation, America could no longer be a sovereign nation. For the same reason, neither could any other nation retain its sovereignty, but destruction of America had to be first in line.
 
Therefore, Obama is elevated to the front runner, and his opponent, also selected by the string-pulling puppeteers behind the scenes, was not slated to win the presidency. This one, who vowed to "fundamentally transform America forever," had been primed to do so, according to Henry Kissinger, shortly after his election.   
 
No one, I submit, can honestly say that Obama has not lived up to his ambitions to destroy America. Cover up after cover up has attempted to keep the American citizenship in the dark, but compelling evidence is rampant that we are on the brink of gigantic changes in human history as we know it. Many signs now point to mid-September, 2015, as a possible focal point of transformation.   
 
In previous articles I have looked at Luke 17:26 and following with particular interest in different aspects of the passage. The pertinent issue addressed there regarding the subject of this article is the clear unawareness of those people of Noah's and Lot's time that anything was about to happen that would turn their world upside down. The passage bears repeating because of its application to the topic at hand:
 
 "And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:   They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.   
 
 Likewise, as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built;   but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.   Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.
 
 In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise, the one who is in the field, let him not turn back.   Remember Lot's wife.   Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.  
 
 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left.   Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left.   Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left."
 
These are observations made by Jesus, who infuriated the Jews with His declaration in John 8:58, "Before Abraham was, I AM!" So Jesus was there and knew what was happening in Noah's time and in Lot's time, although the reports in Genesis 6 nor Genesis 19 give us these details. Apparently, then, this narrative in Luke 17 is for the generation which is present at the time when the coming of the Lord is near.  
 
Those daily activities described in the Luke account have reflected the attitude of people for centuries, yet it is not required that we shut down life and find a place to wait out the ensuing circumstances. Jesus said for those who hear Him, "Watch, for you do not what hour your Lord may come." The challenge to be aware of impending circumstances that indicate an approaching moment of reckoning has not been lacking. Paul admonished the Thessalonians in this manner:
 
 "But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober" (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6).
 
 There is much hopefulness about that there will be a great revival and turning back to the Lord along with many conversions before the coming of the Lord for His people, based on this Matthew 24:14 verse:
 
 "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come."
 
The only scriptural account of a great harvest of unsaved people being brought into the kingdom is told in Revelation 7:9-10, where, after the selection of the 144,000 specially ordained Jewish men are commissioned, John sees "a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation  belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
 
The elder present with John tells him that "these are those who have come out of the Great Tribulation."
 
A falling away is the dismal report for the expectation of those days before the coming of the Lord in the Rapture. Paul tells Timothy, "In the last days evil men shall become worse and worse" (2 Timothy 3:13), and to the Thessalonians, "Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first..." (2 Thessalonians 2:3).
 
It is now the tenth year since hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and the mayor's awareness alert was replayed: "Leave the city; get out while you can!" After the deluge there were 1800 known deaths, and of the many who did leave the city, 110,000 have never gone back. It brings to mind that passage in Matthew 7:13-14:
 
 "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it."
 
So the rush to judgment and "let the good times roll" mentality has overcome repentance and turning to righteousness to find peace with God. It is a fearful thing that "a little leaven leavens the whole lump," as Paul wrote (1 Corinthians 5:6). In Jeremiah's day, the Lord said this: "You will  seek Me and  find Me, when you search for  Me with all  your heart" (Jeremiah 29:13).   
 
Is it not past time for that action on the part of each one of us? Psalm 139:23-24 can be our cry of repentance:
 
 "Search me, O God, and know my heart;  try me, and know my anxieties;  and see if  there is any wicked way in me,  and lead me in the way everlasting."
 
Endnotes [1] (New World Order article)    http://www.raptureready.com/featured/lawley/lawley92.html  
 
 Contact email:   andwegetmercy@gmail.com 
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Divine Patterns Found in Shimittah, Jubilee Cycles Point to Something Big About to Happen for Israel - By Rivkah Lambert Adler -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/48150/pattern-jubilee-cycle-hints-period-worldwide-great-change-jewish-world/#PXHgwSkotHRPLoU3.97
 
"During this Jubilee year, you shall return, each man to his property." (Leviticus 25:13)
 
The Biblical requirement to count the Jubilee, the 50th year after seven shimittah cycles, is not currently observed by the Jewish people in or outside of the Land of Israel. Nevertheless, next year follows an interesting sequence of messianic advancements that are exactly 49 years apart.
 
In the Hebrew year 5678, corresponding to November 2, 1917, the Balfour Declaration was issued by the British Empire, which was then sovereign over the Land of Israel. The famous words of the Balfour Declaration recognized the right of the exiled Jewish people to return to the Land of Israel and rebuild their national home.
 
"His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country."
 
Exactly 49 years later, in the Hebrew year 5727, corresponding to June 1967, the young State of Israel won the Six Day War and reclaimed Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the Golan Heights and the Gaza Strip. These areas were returned to Jewish hands for the first time in hundreds of years.
 
Although the counting of the Jubilee years is not universally accepted, there are Jewish scholars who believe that 5678 in the Hebrew calendar was the 46th Jubilee year and 5727 was the 47th Jubilee year. The discrepancy between 49 years and 50 years is related to a rabbinic debate about whether the year after a Jubilee year is counted as the first or second year of the next shimittah cycle.
 
According to the Bible, returning land to its original owner is one of the most important functions of the Jubilee year, as it says in Leviticus 25:13, "During this Jubilee year, you shall return, each man to his property."
 
In the Hebrew year 5678, the Balfour Declaration initiated the process that eventually returned dominion over the Land of Israel to the Jewish people.
 
Forty-nine years later, in the Hebrew year 5767, the Six Day War returned dominion over significant parts of the Land of Israel to the Jewish people.
 
Forty-nine years later, following the reunification of Israel, is the Hebrew year 5776, which begins on at nightfall on September 13, 2015. Will something significant be returned to the Jewish people this upcoming year?
 
A pattern similar to the Jubilee cycle is found in the sequence of blood moon tetrads. During 1948, when the State of Israel was established, and 1967, when the Six Day War returned large portions of land to Jewish hands, blood moon tetrads fell on significant Jewish holidays. And, as has been widely reported, the final blood moon of the current tetrad is scheduled to fall on the first night of the Jewish holiday of Sukkot, just a few weeks from now.
 
Do these sequences point to the possibility that dominion over the Temple Mount will soon be returned to the Jewish people?
 
No one can know for certain until it happens. Rabbinic scholar Rabbi Nachman Kahana urges caution. Kahana told Breaking Israel News, "There are patterns which we perceive with 20-20 hindsight, but they never produced viable results when projecting them to the future.
 
"I see many signs that we are in a period of worldwide great change. It could happen this coming year or in another 100 years - I think that our goal is to live life as a Jew should day-by-day, minute-by-minute, and let Hashem (God) run the world without our interference."
 
End of Times author and Jewish scholar Rabbi Pinchas Winston shared a slightly more optimistic view. "Since the destruction of the Temple we have not been obligated, on a Torah level, to observe the laws of Shimittah and certainly not the Yovel (Jubilee) year," he explained to Breaking Israel News. "Consequently, there is disagreement as to which years would have been Yovel years if the mitzvah was applicable today, and therefore which year would be the next Yovel year.
 
"This does not mean however that Heaven has lost track of the correct counting, or that major historical events to do with the regaining of the Land of Israel by the Jewish people have not draw from the 'energy' of such a mitzvah (commandment) which has everything to do with the owning and developing the Land," he explained. "A time will soon come, God willing, when we'll look back on such seminal moments in Jewish history and be amazed at just how true this was, and people failed to appreciate it at the time."
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Battle of the Messiah's: Iran Hastening Process of Mahdi's Arrival with Horrific Chaos Around the World - By Adam Eliyahu Berkowitz -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/48214/nuclear-deal-irans-attempt-create-horrific-chaos-prophesied-before-final-coming-islamic-messiah-middle-east/#2yvJgULtz84URc6l.97
 
"'Therefore wait for Me,' declares the LORD, 'For the day when I rise up as a witness Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal.'" (Zephaniah 3:8) 
 
Most people are aware of the Christian and Jewish concepts of messiah, but very few outside of Islam know of their concept of messiah and how it irreconcilably pits them against the Judeo-Christian world. Today, the Islamic concept of the messiah is being expressed in current political events, most notably in the nuclear agreement with Iran.
 
There is no direct reference to a messiah in the Koran, however Islam has a strong tradition of Mahdi, a redeemer of Islam who will come as a ruler. The arrival of Mahdi will coincide with the arrival of the Christian messiah, who will be the Mahdi's assistant in fighting the Masih ad-Dajjal, the false messiah, or anti-Christ.  According to the tradition, the Mahdi will reappear along with Jesus, who will declare himself a Muslim, and kill Christians who refuse to convert.
 
Mahdi is also seen as a time when everyone will convert to Islam. In the Hadith, quotes from Umm Salama, one of Muhammad's wives, states that when the Mahdi arrives, non-Muslims will all convert. According to Shia Islam, the Mahdi will be preceded by an era in which two thirds of the world's population will die - one third by plague and one third by war. The time before the arrival of the Mahdi will also see a great war in Syria and Iraq that will destroy both countries, accompanied by a great fire and "redness in the sky."
 
For Sunni Muslims, the Mahdi is the Prophet Muhammad's successor who is yet to come. For most Shia Muslims, the Mahdi was born but disappeared and will remain hidden from humanity until he reappears to bring justice to the world. As in Judaism and Christianity, there have been Muslim leaders through the ages who have claimed to be the Mahdi, though his arrival is still anticipated.
 
The Shia Islamic concept of Mahdi includes resurrection of the dead, especially of their dead imams and leaders, as well as the belief that the Mahdi will conquer Constantinople, which was the capital of the Roman and Byzantine Empires, instrumental in the rise of Christianity. Constantinople was later conquered and became the capital of the Islamic Ottoman Empire. Istanbul, its modern incarnation, is the most populous city in Turkey, which has recently joined the US led fight against the Islamic State (ISIS).
 
The concept of the Mahdi greatly influences the political agenda of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the global leader of Shiite Islam. Former Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad took the concept of the Mahdi very seriously and is a guiding force in his politics. In almost all of his speeches, at home and abroad, Ahmadinejad begged Allah to hasten the return of the Mahdi.
 
During a speech made in front of the United Nations in September 2008, Ahmadinejad beseeched Allah to "hasten the emergence" of the Mahdi.
 
"Oh mighty Lord," he said, "I pray to you to hasten the emergence of your last repository (a euphemism for Mahdi), the promised one, that perfect and pure human being, the one that will fill this world with justice and peace."
 
It was reported that Ahmadinejad's direct reference to the Mahdi left the audience of diplomats with their mouths hanging open.
 
The former Iranian president's belief also affected his diplomatic relations with the US. According to a report in the Washington Post, Ahmadinejad accused the US government of trying to arrest the Mahdi, also referred to as the Hidden Imam.
 
"To quote a friend, they've completed a case against the Hidden Imam, and closed it also for his arrest," Ahmadinejad was quoted as saying. "The only (thing) they lack is his picture."
 
"It is really a government established by Satan to prevent reaching God and the Hidden Imam," he added. "This evil government knows that its end will come if the Hidden Imam reappears."
 
Ahmadinejad's version of messianic Islam is popular with the masses but earned him the ire of the Iranian clergy, who considered his rhetoric too extreme, even for them. Many Middle-East commentators have conjectured that his intentions are to hasten the messianic process by creating the horrific chaos that is prophesied to precede it.
 
All this would be academic, however Ahmadinejad has announced his intention to run in the next Iranian presidential elections. In his country, Ahmadinejad is popular with the religious and the rural populace. In the West, he is known for non-compliance with nuclear regulations bordering on reckless endangerment.
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Watchmen Warning: Russia Unhinged - By Hal Lindsey - http://www.hallindsey.com/ww-9-2-2015/
  
Vladimir Putin longs for Russia to regain its former glory from the days of the Soviet Empire.  Russian military aircraft have again been pressing the boundaries of U.S. airspace and that of several U.S. allies around the world.  It was a Cold War tactic, so they're doing it again.  Putin's yearning for the good old days also explains why he keeps reminding the world of the size of his nuclear arsenal.  He wants his nation to again be treated like a superpower.
  
But unlike the days of Khrushchev or Brezhnev, this new Cold War contains a massive hot spot.  Putin is engaged in a full-blown war against America in cyberspace.  Fought with computers, it is an all-out war and it's going on right now.
  
Hacked data from U.S. government servers are already paying off for the Russians and Chinese.  The Los Angeles Times reports, "Foreign spy services, especially in China and Russia, are aggressively aggregating and cross-indexing hacked U.S. computer databases - including security clearance applications, airline records and medical insurance forms - to identify U.S. intelligence officers and agents, U.S. officials said."
  
The Soviet Union was once a major player in the Middle East, and Putin has Russia headed back there in a big way.  He has agreed to sell advanced S-300 surface-to-air missiles to Iran.  In other words, he's giving the Iranians the ability to protect their nuclear sites with a near state-of-the-art anti-aircraft system.  U.S. officials speaking off the record, say that S-300 missiles have the ability to stop both American and Israeli aircraft.
  
Ynet News and other Israeli sources say that a Russian expeditionary force is now being deployed to Syria.  Ynet reports, "In the coming weeks thousands of Russian military personnel are set to touch down in Syria, including advisors, instructors, logistics personnel, technical personnel, members of the aerial protection division, and the pilots who will operate the aircraft."
  
RT TV, a state-funded Russian television network, claims that unnamed military sources have told them the story is not true.  But that begs the question.  If it's not true, why does a quasi-official Russian news organization need to depend on unnamed sources?
  
The story fits with Russia's recent pattern.  While they seem to be joining the world's fight against ISIS, their primary objective is to keep Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in power.  He's a close ally of Iran, and Russia is anxious to curry favor with the mullahs running that country.  Putin understands the vast financial windfall that the nuclear deal will soon bring to Iran, and he wants a piece of it.
  
Russia's own economy is still terrible.  Their second quarter GDP fell 4.6% from the previous year.  The Russian Economy Ministry promised it would be the nation's "lowest point," but the Russian people have heard such promises before.
  
Oil is their economic lifeblood.  However, a glut in the world's oil supply is keeping those prices low, and that is wreaking havoc in Russia.  The majority of people there are now having a hard time paying for food, and food prices just keep going up.
  
Even with severe economic problems, Putin's popularity has been unassailable... until the last few weeks.  In May, his approval rating stood at a record high.  But recent polls show a dramatic drop.  He remains popular, but there is a definite downward trend.
  
As usual, he responded to the negativity by jailing critics and showing photos of himself in the midst of macho activities.  Last week, Putin released a video of himself exercising.  In a major media event a couple of weeks ago, he went on a journey to the bottom of the Black Sea in a small submersible.
  
From the days of the Czars up through the time of the communists, cults of personality have been a major part of Russian governance.  Putin is not a man of great personal charisma, but it's important to his constituents that he seem strong, gallant, and in charge.  The elites want someone who will help them keep their power and wealth.  The poor want someone who will help them feed their families.  All of them want to feel proud of their nation.
  
After the Russian invasion of Ukraine last year, America responded with economic sanctions.  For Putin, the timing was fortuitous.  Falling oil prices were about to put the Russian economy into a nose dive anyway, and with the sanctions he could blame the U.S.  It worked beautifully.  Despite enormous economic distress, his popularity went through the roof.
  
But national pride takes a back seat to something as basic as groceries.  Over time, high food prices and low availability result in a deep sense of distress among the populace.  They don't entirely forget national pride, but their priorities shift toward the essentials.
  
Since Putin seems powerless to fix Russia's economy, he's stuck with the old stand-bys.  He reminds people that he is bigger than life, gives them the impression that he can fix whatever is wrong, and he blames what's wrong on America and the West.
  
But that can only work so long.  The Russian GDP was falling precipitously even before the rest of the world economy went into its recent tailspin.  That means things are about to get much worse.  Hungry Russians will soon feel desperate.  So will Putin.  And desperation is a dangerous thing.
  
Putin clearly sees Iran and the Middle East as his greatest hope in these dark times.  So to the already volatile and confusing mix of forces active in that region, we can add Russia - a country that controls the world's largest arsenal of thermonuclear weapons.
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The Rapture and the Thief in the Night - Trailer
 
 
We must all face the facts and realize that all of us have friends and family members that are going to miss the rapture. In our new video, "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night," we give a step by step explanation of what has happened, why it happened, what to expect next, and what they must do and what they must not do!
 
Prayerfully our friends and family members will watch this DVD before the Rapture and not miss it, but some will certainly be Left Behind! Every believer needs to watch this video and share it with their unsaved friends, and family members. This video explains why the Rapture is the Blessed Hope of every believer and how this event is different from the Second Coming. It also explains what a person is to do if they miss the Rapture, and the events of the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the Mark of the Beast. It is an excellent witnessing tool that will prayerfully keep many from missing the Rapture, at the same time it's also, a valuable guide for those Left Behind. 
 
 
To Order your copy of "The Rapture and the Thief in the Night" - please visit our store using the following link:

 
VISIT STORE
 
 
 
If you chose to mail in your gift of support or your order, please mail it to:

 
Prophecy Update
PO Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
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CONVERGENCE Reviews:
 
Randy,  I just watched "Convergence" this morning and it was excellent!!  So well done, my friend.  The graphics and the news footage used are wonderful!  I love that you put in print what the narrator is saying!  The people's comments are good and the prayer is wonderful, too!   I am so pleased and grateful to be putting this DVD in my packets!  God bless you.  Please pray with me that God will use these packets and DVDs for His glory and that people will watch the DVDs!!!!  I see how the USA is pushing Israel to give up their God-given land so things could rapidly decline for this nation.  I am so happy to be warning people and to put this excellent DVD in their hands!  Thank you again! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - (California)
 
Randy,  "Convergence "is so good I am watching if for the 3rd time! - L. Rhone (Iowa)
 
Outstanding video! Come quickly Lord Jesus! -  monstermovieman  
Just shared on my facebook, hoping to get some people to wake up and ask the Lord into their hearts! - L. Town
Hi. This is Cheryl, from New Hampshire. Thank you  so much for Convergence. I just received it today. I just finished watching it. 

 
It was FANTASTIC!!  I Praise God for your Ministry. I've been praying that God would prepare the hearts of my family members when I show them the video. I'm praying that God would give them the understanding and 
keep them interested to watch it to the end and also keep them awake.   
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -

This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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	Welcome to Prophecy Update




VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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The 2030 Agenda: This Month The UN Launches A Blueprint For A New World Order With The Help Of The Pope - By Michael Snyder - http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/the-2030-agenda-this-month-the-un-launches-a-blueprint-for-a-new-world-order-with-the-help-of-the-pope
 
Did you know that the UN is planning to launch a "new universal agenda" for humanity in September 2015?  That phrase does not come from me - it is actually right in the very first paragraph of the official document that every UN member nation will formally approve at a conference later this month.  The entire planet is going to be committing to work toward 17 sustainable development goals and 169 specific sustainable development targets, and yet there has been almost a total media blackout about this here in the United States.  The UN document promises that this plan will "transform our world for the better by 2030", and yet very few Americans have even heard of the 2030 Agenda at this point.  Instead, most of us seem to be totally obsessed with the latest celebrity gossip or the latest nasty insults that our puppet politicians have been throwing around at one another.  It absolutely amazes me that more people cannot understand that Agenda 2030 is a really, really big deal.  When will people finally start waking up?
 
As I discussed in a previous article, the 2030 Agenda is taking the principles and goals laid out in Agenda 21 to an entirely new level.  Agenda 21 was primarily focused on the environment, but the 2030 Agenda addresses virtually all areas of human activity.  It truly is a blueprint for global governance.
 
And later this month, nearly every nation on the entire planet is going to be signing up for this new agenda.  The general population of the planet is going to be told that this agenda is "voluntary" and that it is all about "ending poverty" and "fighting climate change", but that is not the full story.  Unfortunately, there is so much positive spin around this plan that most people will not be able to see through it.  Just check out an excerpt from a piece that was published on the official UN website yesterday...
 
The United Nations General Assembly today approved a resolution sending the draft '2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development' to Member States for adoption later this month, bringing the international community "to the cusp of decisions that can help realize the... dream of a world of peace and dignity for all," according to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.
 
"Today is the start of a new era. We have travelled a long way together to reach this turning point," declared Mr. Ban, recounting the path the international community has taken over the 15 years since the adoption of the landmark Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) towards crafting a set of new, post-2015 sustainability goals that will aim to ensure the long-term well-being of our planet and its people.
 
With world leaders expected to adopt the text at a 25-27 September summit in New York, the UN chief said Agenda 2030 aims high, seeking to put people at the centre of development; foster human well-being, prosperity, peace and justice on a healthy planet and pursue respect for the human rights of all people and gender equality.
 
Who doesn't "dream of a world of peace and dignity for all"?
 
They make it all sound so wonderful and non-threatening.
 
They make it sound like we are about to enter a global utopia in which poverty and inequality will finally be eradicated.  This is from the preamble of the official 2030 Agenda document...
 
This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom. We recognise that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative partnership, will implement this plan. We are resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal and secure our planet. We are determined to take the bold and transformative steps which are urgently needed to shift the world onto a sustainable and resilient path. As we embark on this collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets which we are announcing today demonstrate the scale and ambition of this new universal Agenda.
 
If it is a "universal agenda", then where does that leave those that do not want to be part of it?
 
How will they assure that "no one will be left behind" if there are some nations or groups that are not willing to go along with their plan?
 
The heart of the 2030 Agenda is a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals...
 
Goal 1 End poverty in all its forms everywhere
 
Goal 2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
 
Goal 3 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
 
Goal 4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
 
Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
 
Goal 6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
 
Goal 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
 
Goal 8 Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
 
Goal 9 Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
 
Goal 10 Reduce inequality within and among countries
 
Goal 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
 
Goal 12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
 
Goal 13 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*
 
Goal 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development
 
Goal 15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
 
Goal 16 Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
 
Goal 17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development
 
Once again, many of those sound quite good.
 
But what do many of those buzzwords actually mean to the elite?
 
For instance, what does "sustainable development" actually mean, and how does the UN plan to ensure that it will be achieved globally?
 
This is something that was discussed in a recent WND article...
 
 
But what is "sustainable development?"
 
Patrick Wood, an economist and author of "Technocracy Rising: The Trojan Horse of Global Transformation," says it's clear the U.N. and its supporters see sustainable development as more than just the way to a cleaner environment. They see it as the vehicle for creating a long-sought new international economic order, or "New World Order."
 
Wood's new book traces the modern technocracy movement to Zbigniew Brzezinski, David Rockefeller and the Trilateral Commission in the early 1970s.
 
And Wood is quite correct.  The environment is a perfect vehicle for the elite to use to bring in their version of utopia, because just about every possible form of human activity affects the environment in some way.  Ultimately, they hope to centrally plan and strictly regulate virtually everything that we do, and we will be told that it is necessary to "save the planet".
 
And they will never come out and openly call it a "New World Order" because "sustainable development" sounds so much nicer and is so much more acceptable to the general population.
 
Needless to say, there wouldn't be much room for individual liberty, freedom or good, old-fashioned capitalism in the world that the elite are trying to set up.  In fact, the U.N.'s number one sustainable development official has essentially publicly admitted this...
 
"This is probably the most difficult task we have ever given ourselves, which is to intentionally transform the economic development model, for the first time in human history," Figueres, who heads up the U.N.'s Framework Convention on Climate Change, told reporters in February.
 
"This is the first time in the history of mankind that we are setting ourselves the task of intentionally, within a defined period of time, to change the economic development model that has been reigning for the at least 150 years, since the industrial revolution," Figueres said.
 
They plan to "intentionally transform the economic development model"?
 
And so what will this new system look like?
 
How will they achieve this "utopia" that they are promising us?
 
Sadly, they are just selling the same lies that have been sold to people for thousands of years.  Paul McGuire, the co-author of a new book entitled "The Babylon Code: Solving the Bible's Greatest End-Times Mystery", commented on this recently...
 
Deep inside every man and woman is the longing for a far better world, a world without war, disease, death, and pain. Our present world is a cruel world in which every life ends in death. From the beginning of time Mankind has sought to use science and technology to create a perfect world, what some would call Utopia or Paradise. As the Human Race began to organize itself, a Scientific or Technocratic Elite rose to power by promising the masses that they could build this perfect world. Ancient Babylon represented the first historical attempt to build paradise on earth.
 
In ancient times, Babylon was the very first attempt to create a type of "global government", and ever since then the global elite have been trying to recreate what Babylon started.
 
The promise is always the same - the elite swear that they have finally figured out how to create a perfect society without poverty or war.  But in the end all of these attempts at utopia always end up degenerating into extreme forms of tyranny.
 
On September 25th, the Pope is traveling to New York to give the opening address at the conference where the 2030 Agenda will be launched.  He will be urging all of humanity to support what the UN is trying to do.  There are countless millions that implicitly trust the Pope, and they will buy what he is selling hook, line and sinker.
 
Don't be fooled - the 2030 Agenda is a blueprint for a New World Order.  Just read the document for yourself, and imagine what our world would actually look like if they have their way.
 
They want to fundamentally transform our planet, and the freedom that you are enjoying today is simply not acceptable.  To the elite, giving people freedom and liberty is dangerous because they believe it hurts the environment and causes societal chaos.  According to their way of thinking, the only way to have the kind of harmonious utopia that they are shooting for is to tightly regulate and control what everyone is thinking, saying and doing.  Their solutions always involve more central planning and more control in their own hands.
 
So what do you think?
 
Should we hand the global elite that kind of power and control?
 
If not, then we all need to start speaking out about this insidious agenda while we still can.
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Whom Say Ye That I Am - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
"When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?" Matthew 16:13. This was a general question, but one that would lead to a more pointed question. The disciples had seen many wondrous things He had done. They had seen miraculous healings, they had seen Him use a few fish and loaves to feed thousands of people, they had heard Jesus teach, and they had also been witness to the confrontations with the Pharisees. These twelve men had followed Jesus and it was time for them to recognize who He was. After the crucifixion it would fall to this band of fishermen and tax collectors to turn from followers to leaders. It was time for them to start putting two and two together and recognize that Jesus was their Messiah. 
 
The first question was about other people's opinions. Many had seen what Jesus had done, and the disciples were aware of the varied opinions. "And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets." Matthew 16:14. In those days the Jewish community was looking for the Messiah to come as a mighty warrior to rescue them from the oppression of the Romans, and so they didn't view Jesus as their promised Messiah, just a messenger. He didn't lead an army, just a small band of followers. "For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form or comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not." Isaiah 53:2-3. Like many people today, they hadn't paid attention to Scripture, and they read into it what they desired. They were looking for a conquering hero, but what they got was exactly who prophecy had foretold; Jesus came as a servant, in humbleness and gentleness. There were rumors about Him everywhere and many opinions, but if they had held Scripture as authority they would have known the truth. 
 
The next question Jesus asked His disciples was personal. "He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am" Matthew 16:15. This time He didn't ask about the opinion of men in general, but each of His followers in particular. Outsiders had opinions, but these men followed Him. To them He wasn't just passing through while He performed healings. He taught the disciples and He answered their questions. If anybody understood the truth of who He was, it was the twelve men who followed Him. The answer came from Peter. "And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." Matthew 16:16. I always get goose bumps when I read this. Peter made many mistakes, but he knew without a doubt who Jesus was, and He wasn't ashamed to proclaim it. 
 
This question ("who do you say I am") is one that every person who claims to follow Christ needs to answer. There are many people who don't understand that Jesus Christ was God incarnate. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." John 1:1. John was one of the twelve disciples and he wrote these words. John knew who Jesus was. "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." John 1:14. The Word (God) became flesh (Jesus) and dwelt among us (His creation). That's very clear. Peter knew it, John knew it, and they were not ashamed to say it. 
 
The only one of the twelve who didn't believe it was Judas. Judas betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, and that was also prophesied by Zechariah. "And I said unto them, if ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD." Zechariah 11:12-13. This was a prophecy acted out by Zechariah regarding Jesus and it was fulfilled when Judas betrayed Him. "Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him." Matthew 26:14-16. Judas had seen the same miracles and heard the same teachings as the other disciples, but the seeds of truth fell where the birds of the air ate them. I wonder what he was thinking when Jesus asked "But whom say ye that I am". Do you think he might have thought that Jesus was the brother of Lucifer like some cults believe? Or maybe he thought Jesus was just another wise teacher like so many people today think. Whatever he thought, he came to a bad end. So it is with anyone who rejects the deity of Christ. You may claim to follow Him, but if you don't know who He is, you have condemned yourself.
 
The conversation that Jesus had with His disciples continued. Peter's declaration of Jesus being the Christ, was what Jesus had wanted them to have learned and He was pleased. "And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven." Matthew 16:17. Peter had a direct revelation from God. The deity of Christ is a basic foundation of the Christian faith. If you're blinded to that fact, you need to study God's word and understand this truth. There are many places in Scripture where Jesus declared His deity, but at the illegal trial where the Jewish leaders condemned Jesus to die, the verdict of death was because of blasphemy. They had asked Jesus many questions and He refused to answer, but they persisted. "But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" Mark 14:61. This high priest wanted to know if Jesus thought Himself to be God.  This time Jesus answered their question. "And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven". Mark 14:62. That statement drew much anger. "Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death." Mark 14:63-64. 
 
Now, let's get back to Jesus' questions to His disciples. After Peter made the God-inspired statement as to Christ's deity, Jesus explained that He would build upon this basic, but important, foundation. "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Matthew 16:18. There are some who believe that the ekklēsia (translated "church") was built upon Peter. How wrong they are. Jesus was referring to the truth of the statement Peter had made, not to Peter himself. There is only one foundation and that is Jesus Christ. "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:11. Don't allow the doctrines of men or devils to confuse you. Study Scripture for yourself and understand God's truth. There are many false doctrines being taught, but prayerfully studying God's word will help clear up errors. God does not want you to be deceived.
 
 "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven." Matthew 10:32-33.  If you confess Jesus before men, then you need to be certain who He is. If you only see Him as man who was very nice or a someone who taught some good ideas, then you are not making the correct confession. Thomas was one of the twelve, and he didn't want to be deceived. He had seen Jesus crucified and buried. He hadn't been in the upper room when Jesus had entered a locked door to visit with His disciples after He had risen from the dead. They had told Thomas, but he doubted them. He said he wouldn't believe unless he put his finger in the nail prints and thrust his hand into His side. After all, a mere man could not have risen from the dead. So, eight days later Jesus once again entered the locked room where the disciples were gathered toghether. "Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing." John 20:27. Yes, Jesus heard Thomas' doubts, just as He hears what we confess about Him. It isn't His wish that anyone should perish, and until we are given every opportunity to recognize and accept Him as God Almighty...to put our hand into His side, so to speak. 
 
"And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God." John 20:28. Thomas knew beyond all doubt that Jesus truly is God. Don't let doubt cause you to deny Christ. "Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou has seen me, thou has believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." John 20:29. Like Thomas, you have a choice. You can hold onto your doubts and die in your sin, or you can accept the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and know that He is your Lord and your God. If you know who He truly is you will live eternally with Him. There is no other way to gain salvation than through the shed blood of Jesus. If you see Him as less than God, then you don't know Him. 
 
Hear the question one more time, and be sure you have the right answer. "He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?" Matthew 16:15.
 
God bless you all, 
 
Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
 
Ron Graham's previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Daily Jot: Advancing the prophecy clock--the US-Iran deal - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
Not since President Jimmy Carter sanctioned the deposing of the Shah of Iran, which resulted in the establishment of the "democratic" Ayatollah Sharia dictatorship and the birth of a modern terrorist state, has an event had such powerful prophetic implications. The securing of the 34th Democratic vote in the US Senate by the current "president" will empower him to complete a deal with Iran that will allow the terrorist state to build a nuclear bomb over the next ten years and pay them over $300 billion to do it. Americans, in having leadership who would do such an evil act, are crossing over into that dark area of coming against Israel by bolstering an enemy with deadly power. There will be prophetic consequences.
 
The Jerusalem Post revealed Wednesday an Iran Fars News Agency release where Revolutionary Guards Tehran commander Brigadier General Mohsen Kazzemeini said, "They (the US and the Zionists) should know that the Islamic Revolution will continue enhancing its preparedness until it overthrows Israel and liberates Palestine. And we will continue defending not just our own country, but also all the oppressed people of the world, especially those countries that are standing on the forefront of confrontation with the Zionists." Thanks to Senate Democrats and the "president," America will be part and parcel to funding and empowering this end time player.
 
As fellow watchman and White House Correspondent Bill Koenig has documented in his book "Eye to Eye: Facing the Consequences of Dividing Israel," whenever the US has taken action against Israel there have been political, financial or natural disasters within a 48-72 hour period. The "president" secured the last vote needed to allow his Iran deal with Maryland Senator Barbara Mikulski committing to support Iran over Israel. Iran, modern day Persia, is specifically mentioned in the Ezekiel 38 prophecy of nations joining with the beast coalition and coming against Israel "in that day," referring to the Day of the Lord. Iran having a nuclear weapon today, tomorrow, or a decade from now, advances the prophecy clock.
 
The end time prophecies will be fulfilled, no question. But the nations that participate in coming against Israel will suffer. At this moment, America is among them. Watch and pray between now and mid-month when the Iran deal is voted on by Congress. These are perilous times. In the beginning of the Abrahamic Covenant where God establishes Israel through the line of Abraham, the Lord says in Genesis 12:3, "I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curses thee." When the Lord redeems Israel and judges the earth upon His return, He says in Zechariah 12:3, "And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces..." We may be in for a rough ride unless our leadership changes. Our future is held in the balance of the next 14 days.
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Daily Devotion: Time to Wake Up - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. -Romans 13:12
 
Have you ever had someone call you very late at night or very early in the morning? The voice on the other end asks, "Did I wake you?"
 
And what do we usually say? Most of the time we say no. For some reason, we always want to deny the fact that we're sleeping.
 
Writing about the imminent return of Christ, the apostle Paul said, "And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light" (Romans 13:11-12).
 
The J. B. Phillips paraphrase states it this way: "Why all this stress on behavior? Because, as I think you have realized, the present time is of the highest importance-it is time to wake up to reality. Every day brings God's salvation nearer."
 
Paul wasn't addressing his words to nonbelievers. He was writing to Christians. He was addressing his remarks to genuine believers whose spiritual lethargy and laziness made them appear and act as though they had no spiritual life.
 
Maybe his words have more relevance for people who have been walking with the Lord for a while. When you're a new Christian, you're full of energy, not unlike a young person. You want to go out and do things for God.
 
But when you get older, you want to take a nap. And I think sometimes that believers who have known the Lord for a while may be in more danger of falling asleep than those who are young in the faith.
 
Believers need to wake up. The coming of the Lord is near.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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