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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Kerry unloads on Israeli and Palestinian leadership and suggested Israel is planning for "unilateral annexation" of the West Bank
1. Netanyahu responds to Kerry remarks: 'Israel will not become a bi-national state' 
1. Analysis: Could unilateralism be the key to securing Israel's future?
1. Kerry warns Israel of possible 'chaos' if Palestinian Authority collapses
1. PLO: Jewish plans to add installations at Western Wall a 'flagrant assault'
1. 79 Percent of Evangelicals See Violence in Middle East as Sign End Times Are Near
1. In Washington, Ya'alon warns: Iranian arms industry will mass-produce weapons for terrorists 
1. Report: Three killed in Lebanon as Islamist militant blows himself up
1. Turkey, Russia Fallout Over Downed Warplane Deepens at Two Ports 
1. Did Turkey Just Invade Iraq To Protect Erdogan's ISIS Oil Smuggling Routes? 
1. Russia accuses US of cover-up over IS oil smuggling to Turkey
1. US consulate in Istanbul issues statement due to 'imminent security threat'
1. Man wielding machete stabs one in London tube station, says, 'This is for Syria'
1. US President Obama calls California shooting spree 'act of terror'
1. Obama to Address Nation From Oval Office on Terrorism Threat
1. Obama: It's 'insane' that people on the 'no-fly' list can buy guns 
1. It's messed up for Democrats to use the no-fly list to push for gun laws 
1. Gun buys, applications likely to surge as pols push gun control laws
1. Liberty president calls for an armed Christian campus 
1. Social media companies step up battle against militant propaganda
1. US Air Force running out of bombs to fight ISIS
1. Ted Cruz vows to 'utterly destroy ISIS' and 'carpet bomb' terrorists
1. Former Congressman Unleashes on Attorney General in Rant Against Islam: 'Go Ahead and Prosecute Me. I Dare You.'
1. Argentina arrests Syrians traveling on false Greek passports
1. Assad says British bombing in Syria will fail, mocks UK's Cameron 
1. Yemen's Aden governor killed in suicide car bombing: sources
1. ISIS claims blast that killed Aden governor 
1. Advisor to Iran's Khamenei calls fate of Syria's Assad a 'red line' 
1. Triple suicide blast kills around 30 people on Lake Chad island
1. Top Jeb Bush political donor in Miami: I'll vote for Hillary Clinton over Donald Trump
1. JPMorgan Warns Of "Eye-Catching" 76% Probability Of Recession
1. The $30 Oil Cliff Threatening Russia's Economy 
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Dushanzi, China
1. Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 19,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 15,000ft
1. Mt Etna in Italy erupts to 15,000ft
1. Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 15,000ft
1. News anchors need to go beyond 'weather porn' - it deters viewers from taking precautions and actions
1. Devastation in India as 100-year-flood sweeps Chennai
1. Severe flooding prompts evacuations as Storm Desmond sweeps across UK 
1. The Zika virus is spreading across Latin America
1. China 'clone factory' scientist eyes human replication
1. Brother and sister swap genders, live 'life the way they should be'
1. Communist cult leader accused of imprisoning daughter for decades convicted
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: The Nature of this Cosmic Conflict 
1. Russia brings over heavy T-90 tanks to boost three Syrian war-fronts  
1. The Syrian Cauldron - A View from Israel  
1. Two Steps Forward and One Step Backward 
1. Was a Pro-Israel Messianic Jewish Christian the Primary Target of the San Bernardino?  
1. Female shooter Tashfeen Malik swore allegiance to ISIS 
1. Joseph's Christmas Story ... Part 1  
1. The message isn't Christmas -- it's Christ 
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The Nature of this Cosmic Conflict - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8156
 
I first heard this quote during a sermon on Daniel by Alistair Begg. It seems appropriate to cite it here:
 
If once the curtain were pulled back, and the spiritual world behind it came into view, it would expose to our spiritual vision a struggle so intense, so convulsive, sweeping everything within its range, that the fiercest battle ever fought on earth would seem, by comparison, a mere game. Not here, but up there - that is where the real conflict is waged. Our earthly struggle drones in its backlash. ~ Abraham Kuyper
 
While Kuyper identified that the real conflict is waged in heaven, its ramifications are felt within our world (Dan 10:13-21). Not just in the spiritual (Ephesians 6:11-17) but also in the political and physical realm.
 
We are in a Cosmic Conflict which impacts us incrementally more as we approach the end of this age. The problem is that there's a denial over the nature of this conflict. Just recently, Pope Francis tweeted the following:
 
"Christians and Muslims are brothers and sisters, and we must act as such."
 
The pope declared that the cause of violence is attributed to fundamentalism in all religions. He aspires to gather Christians and Muslims into a giant group hug and reassign them to what he believes to be the biggest problem facing humanity - Climate Change.
 
Focusing on the environment distracts us from the real issues. The nature of this Cosmic Conflict centers on Christ's soon coming, God's future Kingdom, the millennium, and the eternal destiny of unbelievers - not Climate Change.
 
Contrary to Pope Francis' tweet, faithful Muslims and Christians are linked by their humanity, but aren't of the same spiritual family. One denies Christ's relationship to the Father and the terms of salvation (Gal 3:26). One growing group wants to destroy all infidels and bring about a global Islamic State, while others want to eradicate Israel. These goals are governed by their theological pedigree.
 
Some have placed their fingers on part of the problem:
 
"The Islamic version of Armageddon teaches that Syria will be the location of the final battle [slaughter], where the blood that is shed will run knee deep through the streets. Hundreds of thousands of people will be killed. The Saudi Arabian cities of Mecca and Medina will collapse...So, when the international community launches air strikes against ISIS, and the Muslim jihadists see bombs, destruction and death - they are not surprised. In fact, the attacks fulfill their own prophecies and serve to encourage them. They believe that final judgment takes place in Syria." ~ Eugene Bach, ISIS - The heart of Terror (pp 33-34)
 
Bach also made interesting observations regarding Israel and its neighbors:
 
"The primary goal of the caliph is to capture the crown jewel - Jerusalem. Israel is located in the Levant. In recent history, Muslims have been able to occupy almost every country in the Middle East; but, for reasons that cannot be fully understood, the tiny country of Israel has defied the odds. Even though it is completely surrounded by Muslim countries, it has been able to resist and repel every attack of its Muslim neighbors." (p 28, emphasis mine)
 
If we take biblical prophecy seriously, there is no mystery. We can understand why Israel has survived these attacks. We need to recognize that God has a redemptive plan for Israel which will be realized at the inauguration of the future millennium.
 
This doesn't mean that Israel wins every battle. However, in God's schema, Israel must be present in the land prior to Christ's Second Advent (see Zechariah chapters 13 and 14). Moreover, Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum has noted that a prerequisite for Christ's second coming is that Israel asks Him to return. See Hos 5:15, Zec 13:9 and Matt 23:39.
 
This being the case, we can understand why Israel has been subjected to so much conflict and animosity. Satan wants to destroy Israel to impede the coming Kingdom.
 
Dispensational teacher George Gunn isn't someone who reads prophecy with the daily newspaper handy. Yet he takes biblical prophecy seriously and understands what drives fundamental Islam. I recommend listening to a talk he delivered addressing the Middle East, the Paris attacks in light of history and God's ultimate plan.
 
Why was France-Paris singled out? What prompted the crusades? Was it all tit for tat with equal culpability? What does the Crusader Castle Krak des Chevaliers in Syria have to do with anything? Is terrorism really enabled by Climate Change? Watch Gunn's presentation HERE.
 
The supersessionist view of ecclesiology has anesthetized the church into believing it has replaced Israel and that prophecy must therefore be spiritualized. They've relegated the Bible to a document which may only be understood by clued-up Gnostics. In that climate, how could Jesus expect the Emmaus disciples to ever have understood Old Testament references to Himself (Luke 24:13-27)?
 
This past week I came across two articles written by preterists.
 
The first one was written by a popular Christian apologist known for biting sarcasm. He zealously allegorized the Olivet Discourse into the framework of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD.
 
The second was written by Gary DeMar, a postmillennialist who claims the gospel will change the world. That isn't what an honest look at biblical eschatology reveals. And it isn't what we see occurring, even after two thousand years of the gospel message.
 
He scoffs at a future Gog-Magog event and claims his library is filled with books on failed prophecy. While we can quibble about different interpretations of Gog-Magog, you'd have to actively ignore the blindingly obvious: after centuries Israel is now a nation and its neighbors have failed to destroy it despite several attempts.
 
DeMar once told a dispensationalist that he didn't take the word "soon" in Revelation literally enough. He said that "soon" means "soon." As the dispensationalist pointed out, DeMar then proceeded to take everything else in a "very non-literal way."
 
Another common example of scriptural fudging is the insistence that the flowing of water from the temple in Ezekiel 47 was fulfilled by Jesus, who is our River of Life. Similar allegorical interpretations have been assigned to the splitting of the Mount of Olives (Zec 14:4).
 
Is it any wonder that the church as a whole hasn't recognized what is really occurring in the Middle East, and the dynamics which draws the rest of the world into this conflict?
 
We may not yet fully understand how the current conflicts play out in the long term. But we are likely seeing the culmination of an ancient Cosmic Chess Match for this earth, involving the nations as chess pieces. The center pieces of the game are the earth, Israel and human souls.
 
Ask yourself these questions: If Israel was prophetically insignificant, then why has it always been a focus of conflict and hatred? If the church is spiritual Israel, then why hasn't Christ returned yet? Read Matt 23:39 again. Why are Christians so marginalized and persecuted in an era which boasts enlightenment?
 
The strategy of the Enemy is to dumb down Scripture. To adequately understand this Cosmic Conflict we must believe the Bible. Unfortunately, too many in the church don't take it seriously.
 
It's time we paid attention.
 
Can you hear the footsteps of the Messiah?
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Russia brings over heavy T-90 tanks to boost three Syrian warfronts - http://www.debka.com/article/25065/Russia-brings-over-heavy-T-90-tanks-to-boost-three-Syrian-warfronts
 
On Wednesday, Dec. 2, Russia started transferring dozens of advanced T-90 tanks to Syria, debkafile's military and intelligence sources report. They were moved immediately to two Syrian army fronts fighting rebel forces at the two most important cities, Aleppo and Damascus, and are expected to be sent to beef up the combined Syria, Iranian, Hezbollah army poised to recover Palmyra from the Islamic State.
 
 The shipment to the capital was delivered into the hands of the 4th armored division, Syria's republican guard commanded by Gen. Ali Maher Assad, the younger brother of President Bashar Assad.
 
 The attack on Palmyra in country infested by ISIS forces was scheduled to have begun two weeks ago but was delayed for the arrival of the heavy Russian tanks, among other reasons.
 
The T-90 weighs 46.5 tons and has a range of 375 kilometers, with an average speed of 45 km per hour under battle conditions or 65 km per hour on roads. It has three layers of defensive systems: composite armor plates on the turret; Kontact-5 third-generation explosive reactive armor on its front, sides, and turret that reduces penetration by kinetic energy bombs; and the "Shtora," or curtain, an electro-optical active protection system that enables the tank to jam the systems of antitank missiles.
 
The T-90 also has 12 smoke mortars, a 125 mm cannon and AT-11 Sniper guided antitank missiles. The tank has proven itself in battle in recent years in Russia's wars in Georgia and Chechnya against forces not unlike the Syrian rebels.  
 
Until last week, Russia kept only a few T-90 tanks in Syria, mainly to protect its military bases around Latakia.
 
The new shipment, say Western military sources which are monitoring Russian movements, will eventually replace a large part of the Syrian army's fleet of around 500 operational tanks, mostly T-72s - at least half of which are positioned to defend the capital.
 
 But the pace of delivery will be dictated above all by the time needed for Russian instructors to retrain Syrian tank crews from scratch in the use of T-90s in battle conditions.
 
It should be noted meanwhile that, while the Syrian rebels have antitank missiles able to take out the T-72, they do not have advanced missiles capable of stopping the much heavier, reactively armed T-90. But  the Islamic State does, having captured US-made antitank missiles from the Iraqi armored divisions put to flight in June 2014. Some of those advanced missiles may be presumed to have been passed to ISIS forces in Syria.
 
For now, the Russian general staff shows no sign of preparing for a wide-scale operation against ISIS in Syria, so the newly-delivered T-90s are not immediately threatened from that quarter.
 
 As far as Israel is concerned, the main worry is that Russian instructors will also be assigned to train Iranian and Hezbollah tank crews in the use of the advanced T-90. Once they get hold of these tanks, they will be able to attain their objective of beefing up the Iranian-Hezbollah front against Israeli defenses from southern Syria and the Syrian Golan.
 
 Israeli finds cause for concern in the constant expansion of the Russian military presence and involvement in Syria. Preparations for a very long stay are signified by new developments every few days. A permanent Russian military presence in Syria would give Iran and Hezbollah cover for a standing military buildup in Syria. This would confront Israel's vital strategic interests with a major challenge.
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The Syrian Cauldron - A View from Israel - by Michael Herzog -
http://fathomjournal.org/the-syrian-cauldron-a-view-from-israel/
 
As Parliament is set to debate joining the coalition against ISIS in Syria, BICOM Senior Visiting Fellow Brig. Gen. (res.) Michael Herzog assesses Western options. He argues that while air strikes can contain ISIS, only troops on the ground can defeat it. Only a clear show of determination by Western powers can successfully recruit local forces to an anti ISIS coalition, so the West should ally with Syrian Kurds and select Sunni tribes in return for autonomy in a 'day after' political solution. Safe zones in Syria should be created and maintained to mitigate the human tragedy while the West also needs a comprehensive strategy to counter ISIS's ideological appeal. While focusing on ISIS, Western policy makers should try and prevent the empowerment of the Iranian-led axis.
 
For Israel: ISIS is bad, but the Iranian axis the graver threat
 
Syria has become the epicenter of global jihad, regional turmoil and a humanitarian catastrophe, emitting waves of terrorism, instability and refugees far beyond the Middle East. What started as a civilian protest five years ago has turned into a bitter sectarian and proxy battle-ground, drawing in thousands of young Muslims - Sunnis and Shiites - to rival camps, as well as external forces competing to shape the end-game.
 
Whilst the war in Syria sends destabilizing shock-waves to neighboring countries, Israel has been the least affected, successfully staying away from a war in which it does not have a direct stake. But whilst it is neither part of the war nor the diplomatic efforts, Israel remains an important stakeholder in the future of its northern neighbor.
 
Looking at Syria and Iraq, Israelis naturally share Western concerns over the so-called Islamic State (ISIS), and its capacity to project both terrorism and its ideological message around the region and the world. ISIS represents not only a radical anti-Western ideology but is also virulently and explicitly anti-Semitic. It already has affiliates operating along Israel's borders with Egypt and Syria and it poses a direct threat to key Western ally Jordan - an essential anchor of stability and moderation, with which Israel shares its longest border.
 
While ISIS is under constant military pressure, it is far from being defeated. Moreover, according to Western intelligence, the recent attack in Paris indicates a shift in its mode of operation from inspiring and inciting jihadi terror attacks in the West to actually guiding them. This also raises concerns that a competition of sorts may now develop between ISIS and Al-Qaeda in orchestrating attacks against the West.
 
However, at this point ISIS is not focused on Israel, and is therefore not considered by Israelis to be a direct and immediate strategic threat to them. From an Israeli perspective, the gravest strategic threat still comes from the Iranian-led axis.
 
Iran is a regional power deeply hostile to Israel, harboring hegemonic and nuclear ambitions and commanding the region's most heavily armed sub-state actor, Hezbollah, with over 100,000 rockets aimed at Israel. Assad's remaining territory in Syria serves as a vital conduit for feeding, replenishing and upgrading Hezbollah's huge rocket arsenal. Iran also supports terror groups in Gaza, seeks to establish terror infrastructure in the West Bank, supports Hezbollah's international terror network and activities and launches continuous cyber-attacks against Israel. That is why Israelis judge developments in Syria first and foremost in the broader context of the danger posed by this axis.
 
Israeli concerns were further exacerbated by the nuclear deal between Iran and the international community, which Israelis perceive as boosting Iran in the context of a region in meltdown. Indeed, hopes that the deal might improve the situation in Syria have proven unrealistic. It is highly likely that the Iranian nuclear deal that answered a paramount Russian interest as well as the perception in Moscow of American weakness cleared the way in Russia's mind to deploy militarily in Syria in order to save Assad and boost its own standing. Consequently, the emboldened Iran-Assad axis has escalated its military operations under Russia's air umbrella, focusing on anti-Assad elements rather than on ISIS. In response, Gulf states are ramping up their support to Sunni rebel groups. With more fuel on the fire come more refugees.
 
But the negative fallout of the nuclear deal goes further. Since the deal was finalized, Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has publicly slammed the door on Western hopes to effectively expand cooperation and ordered a ban on imports from the US. Iran test-fired a new ballistic missile in contravention of a UN Security Council resolution and announced it will increase its defense budget by over 30 per cent. Tensions between Iran and Saudi Arabia have risen to new heights, including, at the end of September, the Saudi interception of an Iranian ship laden with missiles allegedly bound for Iran's proxies in Yemen. For now, President Obama's expressed hope that the nuclear deal will enable regional 'equilibrium,' seems a distant dream.
 
Why Israel is not banking on a diplomatic solution in Syria
 
Whilst the major external powers finally set a framework for negotiations, any diplomatic outcome will primarily be dictated by developments on the ground and these do not bode well for any solution. Syria is deeply fragmented and the war intensifying. The major combatants within Syria, for whom this is a life-and-death struggle, are neither strong enough to overwhelm the other nor weak enough to be eliminated. Meanwhile, external powers negotiating a diplomatic solution hold to deeply conflicting visions and goals. They all agree in principle that ISIS must be defeated, yet are sharply divided on how this can be achieved, who should fill the void, who might represent the opposition, and whether Assad is part of the problem or the solution. On the ground, two parallel coalitions are confronting ISIS - one led by the US with increasing European involvement and the other led by Russia - but with the US and its allies prioritizing the targeting of ISIS, and Russia prioritizing protecting Assad. The potential for direct conflict between them was dramatically illustrated by the downing of a Russian plane by Turkey, which further complicates the chances of joining forces.
 
The current diplomatic efforts are predicated on three key assumptions, all of which are flawed. First, that there is a visible horizon for putting Syria back together as one functioning political entity. Second, that a diplomatic solution is a pre-requisite to defeating ISIS. Third, that the major stakeholders in Syria can currently agree on a common goal and implement it.
 
In reality, given the bleak picture described above, it is hard to see Syria reunified as one functioning political entity in the foreseeable future. Defeating ISIS is a pre-requisite to a solution in Syria, (if there is one to be had), rather than the other way round, while the likelihood of currently securing an agreement that will be implemented by the stakeholders is very slim. Furthermore, while negotiating on how to extinguish the fire, some of the players, especially Russia, Iran and the Gulf states, are fanning the flames since they understand that strength and position on the ground will dictate the political outcome.
 
The priorities that determine Israeli action
 
As the Syrian cauldron continues to boil over, Israel's own actions will remain focused on preventing developments which directly threaten its security. First, there is the challenge of hostile actors positioning themselves in the Golan Heights along Israel's border with Syria and turning it into an active front with established military infrastructure and cross-border attacks. Al-Qaeda-affiliated Jabhat al-Nusra and some ISIS-affiliated elements such as the Yarmouk Martyrs Brigade are already there, though currently focused on fighting Assad's forces and their allies. Meanwhile the Iran-led axis has been striving, so far with little success, to establish itself along both the Israeli and Jordanian borders. Should Hezbollah and other Iran-backed forces succeed, their deployment could constitute a serious security threat to Israel and cause direct friction between Israel and Iran. Indeed, in January 2015, an Iranian general and several Hezbollah operatives found their death while touring the Syria-Israel border in an operational mission. Media reports attributed the attack to Israel.
 
No less challenging for Israel is the shipment through Syria to Hezbollah in Lebanon of strategic weapons such as sophisticated Russian ground-to-air SA17/22 missiles, accurate Iranian Fateh-110 rockets or the Russian SS-N-26 anti-ship Yakhont Cruise missiles, which could all serve as game changers in a future conflict with Israel. In recent years Israel has reportedly carried out numerous airstrikes against such shipments. Russia's air campaign in Syria, based on the deployment of combat planes, radars and air defense systems, now adds concerns over Israel's freedom of action. While both Israel and Russia seek to prevent any clash and recently reached agreement on rules and mechanisms for de-confliction, the potential for inadvertent friction still exists in situations in which the Israeli air force takes action in Syria to protect Israeli interests or if Russia flies close to Israel's border or into Israeli territory.
 
Policy recommendations: focusing on a realistic strategy to defeat ISIS
 
Western policy makers should initially focus on addressing the main threats emerging from the Syrian situation, rather than on the unrealistic hope of a diplomatic arrangement to piece the country back together.
 
While the biggest challenge for the West in this situation is ISIS, Western strategy to counter it has essentially boiled down to containing (as was recently acknowledged by President Obama) and slowly degrading its capabilities. This strategy, based on a limited campaign of air strikes coupled with some pressure by local forces, may have weakened ISIS but has failed to contain it - as evidenced by the recent terror attacks in Paris, Sinai, Beirut, Tunisia and elsewhere - nor stop the flow of new recruits to its ranks. In light of this, it is time for the West - the US and its major European allies - to adopt a different strategy towards ISIS directed at defeating it on the ground, based on an international coalition acting with and in support of Kurdish and select Sunni tribal forces.
 
ISIS's ability to govern territory in Syria and Iraq affords it a launching pad for its destructive campaign in the region and the West and constitutes a magnet to young, radicalized Muslims from across the globe. Surviving attacks from major global powers and hitting back feeds a myth of invincibility, glorifies the 'Caliphate' and adds to its attraction and prestige. The continued existence of this territorial center of extremism at the heart of the Middle East promises to further destabilize the region and spark a growing wave of terror in the West.
 
Defeating ISIS within a reasonable timeframe requires a ground campaign, yet there are few candidates willing, capable and worthy to implement it. The West is understandably war-weary and wary of boots on the ground, whilst Russia is unlikely to invest in a strategic ground campaign. Almost all local and regional forces are also poor candidates for various reasons. Some, like most local Sunni tribes, the 'Free Syrian Army' and the Iraqi military are either too weak, fragmented or reluctant. Other more capable state actors have competing priorities: Turkey prioritizes getting rid of Assad and denying Kurdish aspirations; Saudi resources and attention are diverted to its war in Yemen. Meanwhile, a ground campaign led by Iran, Assad's forces and affiliated Shiite militias will only exacerbate the sectarian divide and drive Sunnis into the arms of jihadists.
 
However, if the West embarks on building a coalition of willing, capable and worthy local and international forces with the same mind-set and scale of commitment as the US demonstrated when Iraq conquered Kuwait in 1990/1, the picture would significantly change. An important element is a clear and substantial military commitment by NATO powers, which would involve Britain and France playing an active role in the air campaign and the US significantly increasing the intensity of its actions. Only a clear show of determination by Western powers can successfully recruit local forces to such a coalition, as it will help shape the calculations of forces on the ground and other external actors.
 
The first goal of this coalition should be to capture the ISIS capital of Raqqa in northern Syria and delink ISIS's main centers of power in Syria and Iraq. This would deal a severe practical and symbolic blow to ISIS and could go a long way to diminishing its mystique and prestige. Denying ISIS this major fulcrum would then make it easier to generate momentum towards defeating it, though this will still require time and efforts.
 
Kurdish militia forces together with select Sunni tribal forces could serve as the core ground force for such a coalition. Kurdish combatant forces in Syria are estimated at about 25,000 (and there is a much larger Kurdish force in Iraq which could play a supporting role), and they represent the most potent ground forces facing ISIS with a record of overwhelming success in their encounters. To them must be added several thousand select Sunni tribal forces (some of which already cooperate with the Kurds), who will ultimately have to govern liberated Sunni areas such as Raqqa. These forces should be given direct and significant military assistance and augmented by multi-national Western ground forces - preferably several brigades, but at a bare minimum strong Special Forces tasked with combatant missions, including those aimed at ISIS's centers of gravity and generating synergy between air and ground forces. In military terms this is not another Iraq war and far from mission impossible. ISIS's forces in northern Syria are estimated at approximately 30,000. They suffer from numerous disadvantages, and could be defeated by a coalition of several tens of thousands, supported by close and intensive Western air power.
 
There are undoubtedly both major domestic political obstacles involved for Western powers as well as significant regional complications. In order for the Kurds and Sunni tribes to bear the burden of this campaign they will have to be promised some kind of autonomy, possibly in a federal framework along the lines of Kurdish autonomy in Iraq. Such a policy would require thorough strategic planning but represents the only realistic basis for a future 'day after' political solution in both Syria and Iraq. Despite pushback from those such as Turkey and the Iran-Assad coalition who oppose such a policy, it is worth pursuing primarily because the stakes are so high, time is of the essence and the alternatives are much worse. Countries who claim commitment to defeating ISIS, such as Turkey and Russia should be put on the horns of a dilemma in deciding their attitude towards such a coalition of the willing. If possible, eliciting tacit understanding from Russia (which does not oppose Kurdish autonomy) without empowering Iran could be of particular value.
 
Simultaneous to the ground campaign is the need for the West - as well as the Arab and Muslim worlds - to invest in a long-term comprehensive strategy to decipher and counter ISIS's appeal to so many young Muslims. Current security measures in the West, (important as they are), are not enough and serious efforts to counter ISIS's allure are lacking. ISIS is currently conducting its war in several interlinked theatres - the Middle East and the West, a war on the ground and a war on hearts and minds - and should be effectively countered in them all.
 
Meanwhile, it is highly important to prevent Iran and its proxies, as well as Sunni jihadists, from establishing a foothold in the south of Syria, which could threaten Israel and Jordan. Israel is alert to this danger and is likely to take independent action to protect its interests if necessary. However, ways should also be sought to enable the more moderate local rebel groups to consolidate and maintain control in that sector.
 
Urgent humanitarian solutions must also be provided, including enhanced assistance to neighboring countries, especially Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, and the establishment of safe zones for the displaced in Syria, so as to mitigate the human tragedy and its destabilizing impact. Liberating Raqqa and other parts of northern Syria from ISIS could enable the creation of a safe zone in that region, since the liberating forces will be able to maintain and protect it from attacks, but there is also potential for a safe zone in southern Syria.
 
Finally, Western policy makers should take into account the importance of preventing the empowerment of the Iranian-led axis. These actors do not share the West's vision for an inclusive system in Syria and Iraq and might exacerbate sectarian tensions in these countries to benefit the jihadi camp and further destabilize the region. Ultimately it is the job of Sunnis - rather than Iran and its Shia proxies - to beat and eventually replace Sunni jihadists.
 
Whilst a comprehensive solution for Syria looks beyond reach in the foreseeable future, the situation nonetheless demands urgent and far-reaching action guided by a long-term view. Without such action, the threat to the stability of states in the region as well as security in the West will only continue to grow. One can only hope that the political will for such action will not be generated by further terror attacks in the West.
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Two Steps Forward and One Step Backward - By Daymond Duck -
http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd204.html
 
Two steps forward and one step backward pretty much describes what has taken place with the destruction of Damascus (Isa. 17) and the Battle of Gog and Magog (Ezek. 38-39) in the last couple of weeks. 
 
The fulfillment of God's Word is definitely moving forward but there are setbacks. Things are definitely advancing in the direction that God said they will go, but it is herky-jerky or irregular.
 
 The first step forward concerns the war between Syria and Israel at the end of the age. The Bible says Damascus will cease to exist as a city in one night (Isa. 17:1, 14).
 
 When that happens Ephraim (northern Israel) will suffer great damage (Isa. 17:3) and the glory of Jacob (Israel) will be weakened and many Jews will go hungry (Isa. 17:4). 
 
 It will be a terrible event, but good will come from it because a man will "look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. 17:7). War that causes people to accept Jesus is not all bad.
 
 This prophecy advanced when Turkey shot down a Russian jet in late November. Russia's Defense Minister responded by announcing plans to deploy a battery of sophisticated S-400 missiles to Syria to protect Russia's planes.  
 
 Some in Israel see these missiles as a game-changer because they can shoot down Israeli planes flying over northern and central Israel. They expose northern Israel to the kind of danger prophesied in the Bible.
 
 The second step forward concerns the stationing of Russian and Iranian planes in Syria. When the battle of Gog and Magog takes place, God said, "Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee" (Ezek. 38:9).
 
 Many, including this writer, think "like a cloud to cover the land" refers to jets, bombers and helicopters. We believe the Russian-led forces will fill the skies over Israel with aircraft.
 
 When Russia first started moving planes into Syria Russia sent in 34 bombers and several helicopters. In the next four or five weeks, Russia more than doubled the number of bombers to 69. The growing number of planes indicates a plan to expand the war.   
 
 In addition to this, DEBKAfile reported that Iran has sent dozens of planes to Syria to escort Russian bombers  (First Iranian fighter jets over Syria alongside Russian bombers; Nov. 22, 2015.) The report said some of these planes are operating near Syria's border with Israel.
 
That is a no, no. And the fact that Russia may have sent in missiles that can shoot down Israel's jets makes it very dangerous for northern Israel. Israel's use of a big bomb or a powerful missile is not inconceivable.
 
 The step backward concerns Turkey's downing of the Russian plane.  Not  all agree, but many think Togarmah of the north quarters is Turkey. If this is right, Turkey will be on Russia's side in the Battle of Gog and Magog.
 
 But Turkey's downing of the Russian plane has provoked a harsh response from Russia. Mr. Putin quickly suspended cooperation with Turkey's military, threatened economic retaliation, suggested that Russian citizens should leave Turkey, started bombing Turkish sites and allies in Syria, started jamming some Turkish electronic military communications and started destroying trucks that have been delivering stolen oil that Turkey was illegally buying from the Islamic State.
 
 On the other side, Pres. Erdogan has warned Russia not to play with fire and there have been at least two reports that Turkey may be interfering with the movement of some Russian merchant ships and the ships in Russia's Black Sea fleet. It is an explosive situation that Russia most surely will not tolerate and it could drag in NATO and touch off a nuclear war.
 
 It is difficult to say what will happen. The two will have to make up in a hurry or it will be a while before the battle of Gog and Magog takes place.
 
Anyway, the problem between Russia and Turkey is a step backward, but the introduction of Russian missiles that can hit northern Israel and the buildup of planes from Russia and Iran are two signs that Bible prophecy is still moving toward the predicted scenario.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com 
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FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS, AND END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/1966c7fd-05e4-4647-8075-0a43806d1b6d.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Was a Pro-Israel Messianic Jewish Christian the Primary Target of the San Bernardino? - By Michael Snyder - http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/was-a-pro-israel-messianic-jewish-christian-the-primary-target-of-the-san-bernardino-shootings
 
Why is the mainstream media ignoring evidence that the primary reason why Sayed Farook and his wife went on a deadly shooting spree in San Bernardino, California was because Farook wanted to get revenge on a pro-Israel Messianic Jewish Christian co-worker? 52-year-old Nicholas Thalasinos had worked alongside Farook as an inspector for an extended period of time, and it is being reported that they would often have discussions about religion and politics. As you will see below, the two had been arguing about whether Islam was a peaceful religion or not, Farook had reportedly made threats to kill Thalasinos, and Farook had was quite insistent that Islam would someday "rule the world".
 
As authorities search for a motive for the shootings, you would think that a "heated, passionate" debate that took place between Farook and Thalasinos just a few days earlier would be a natural place to start. The following comes from CNN...
 
One of Farook's colleagues killed in the attack, Nicholas Thalasinos, liked to discuss religion and politics. Farook and Thalasinos, reportedly a devout Messianic Jew, had a "heated, passionate" discussion about politics and religion a few days earlier, said Kuuleme Stephens, a friend of Thalasinos, who called him at work while Thalasinos was in the middle of the conversation.
 
But apparently what transpired between the two went far beyond just a "discussion". According to a close friend of Thalasinos, Farook told Thalasinos that "Christians and Jews deserve to die", and he also threatened to kill Thalasinos in particular. This next excerpt comes from an article by Paul Joseph Watson...
 
A close friend of Nicholas Thalasinos, one of the victims of the San Bernardino shooting, said that gunman Sayed Farook had threatened to kill Thalasinos because he was Jewish and asserted that "Islam will rule the world."
 
CV Claverie posted the following Facebook message on Thursday evening;
 
"The islamic terrorist who took the Life of my friend & bro in Christ, Nicholas Thalasinos, on yesterday in San Bernadino, CA, had been threatening him, telling him that islam will rule the world, Christians and Jews deserve to die; and that he (Nicholas) was going to die."
 
To me, this appears to be the core of the whole story. But it has been almost entirely discarded by the mainstream media because it does not fit with any of the "narratives" that they are trying to push.
 
If Thalasinos was a member of a group favored by the liberal media, his name would be everywhere and this angle of the story would be front page news. But because he was a pro-Israel Messianic Christian Jew, the fact that Thalasinos and Farook had been heatedly arguing only a few days before the shootings is being given very little importance. Apparently at least one of the "discussions" that had really upset Farook was one about whether or not Islam is a peaceful religion...
 
Thalasinos is a member of a messianic church and is strongly pro-Israel. His Facebook page is filled with positive postings about Israel and Jewish holidays and messages of Shabbat Shalom. He was also a strong political conservative.
 
Co-workers described Thalasinos as strongly outspoken about his political views, but "wonderful and compassionate."
 
But here's the kicker: The USA Today report, which buried this detail 31 paragraphs down in a 54 paragraph story about some of the victims, on Tuesday, the day before the massacre, Thalasinos posted on social media that he had received threats in recent days, including one stating he "will die."
 
An Associated Press report revealed that a co-worker said that Thalasinos and Farook had argued recently about religion, and Thalasinos complained to her that Farook "doesn't agree that Islam is not a peaceful religion."
 
Thalasinos and his wife are members of the Shiloh Messianic Congregation church in Crestline, California.
 
If I was a detective assigned to this case, I would be focused like a hawk on the interactions between Thalasinos and Farook. To me, this is clearly what motivated Farook and his wife to murder Thalasinos and the others. But the vast majority of the news stories that I have read about this event do not even mention Thalasinos.
 
Although the mainstream media does not like to admit it, there are lots of radical Muslims living inside the United States that hate Christians, that hate Jews, and that hate the state of Israel. And since Thalasinos was a Christian, a Jew, and a tremendous supporter of the state of Israel, that made him easy for Farook to hate.
 
And of course that are lots of other radical Muslims that harbor similar hatred in their own hearts. For example, it has been reported that radical Muslims in Dearborn, Michigan celebrated the terror attacks in Paris on November 13th by setting off fireworks...
 
Radical Muslims in the Dearborn, Mich., area were celebrating the Nov. 13 Paris attacks orchestrated by ISIS, according to a resident.
 
"As the news started, I don't remember exactly what time but it was in the early evening [of the shooting], at first there was a large crack and it startled me, and I'm like 'okay, what was that?' and shortly thereafter there were several more fireworks going off," the Dearborn, Mich., resident reported, who wished not to be identified. "What I found out later [they were] fireworks and in the streets, I did not see the people, however it was several blocks away, within four or five blocks from my house, people were shouting 'Allah Ackbar.'"
 
Last month, at two different soccer games in Azerbaijan and Turkey, soccer fans were similarly chanting "Allahu Akbar" and booing during a moment of silence for the victims of the attacks, and in 2001 radical Muslims were celebrating 9/11.
 
The mainstream media does not like to report things like this because they are not "politically correct".
 
Decades ago, journalists often made an honest attempt to report the news, whether it was good or bad. But now so much of our "journalism" is really just agenda-driven propaganda.
 
And since the fact that a radical Muslim was trying to take revenge against a conservative Messianic Jewish Christian does not "fit the narrative" that the mainstream media is trying to craft around this story, it is almost entirely ignored.
 
Please share this article with as many people as you can, because the American people deserve the truth.
 
And please pray for the family of Nicholas Thalasinos and the other families that lost loved ones in this horrifying terror attack. Nobody should ever have to go through what they are going through right now.
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Female shooter Tashfeen Malik swore allegiance to ISIS - Bob Unruh -
http://www.wnd.com/2015/12/investigators-eye-wife-as-husbands-terror-trainer/
 
'Very serious' possibility San Bernardino killer served as husband's terror trainer
 
Tashfeen Malik, the female gunman in the San Bernardino massacre, posted a note on Facebook pledging allegiance to ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, three U.S. officials familiar with the investigation told CNN.
 
Malik allegedly posted under a different account name, either during or before the deadly attacks. The report comes via several federal officials who've investigated the electronic devices the attackers used.
 
There is also a "very serious" possibility that 27-year-old Malik, the mother of a six-month-old who left the child with relatives and took up arms, along with her husband Syed Farook, and killed 14 people and wounded 21 at a Christmas party for county employees in San Bernardino, was the one who radicalized her spouse, Fox News reports investigators suspect.
 
The cable outlet cited unnamed federal investigators in reporting that the two also planned a second attack but were confronted - and killed - by police before they could carry that out. At one point as the couple attempted to elude police, Malik fired an assault rifle out the back window of their sport utility vehicle at pursuing officers.
 
"A U.S. official confirmed to Fox News that the two met and became engaged after [Syed] Farook traveled to Saudi Arabia in September 2013. Malik, a Pakistani citizen, applied for a K-1 visa at the American embassy in Islamabad in May 2014 and Farook traveled to Saudi Arabia that July to bring her to the U.S. After a background check by the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security, she was granted a conditional green card last summer.
 
"The Saudi Embassy in Washington has confirmed that Farook's 2014 trip lasted nine days," Fox reported.
 
They were married Aug. 16, 2014, and both listed their religion as Muslim.
 
Two brothers who attended the same Southern California mosque as Farook say he was a devout Muslim who showed up to pray every day for two years before he abruptly stopped three weeks ago, according to the Associated Press.
 
Nizaam Ali and Rahemaan Ali said Thursday Farook had recently memorized the Quran.
 
Ali said he had met Malik on a few occasions, but she wore a head scarf that obscured her face, reports the Los Angeles Times.
 
"If you asked me how she looked, I couldn't tell you," Ali said.
 
They died in a firefight with police in San Bernardino about four hours after they reportedly stormed into a party for county workers with multiple weapons and killed 14.
 
The victims were identified as Benneta Betbadal, 46; Robert Adams, 40; Nicholas Thalasinos, 52; Isaac Amanios, 60; Aurora Godoy, 26; Larry Kaufman, 42; Michael Wetzel, 37; Shannon Johnson, 45; Harry Bowman, 46; Yvette Velasco, 27; Sierra Clayborn, 27; Tin Nguyen, 31; Juan Espinoza, 50; and Damian Meins, 58.
 
Another 21 were injured, and authorities have described how the duo had thousands of rounds of ammunition with them when they were killed, as well as thousands more in their home, where investigators also found pipe bombs.
 
Investigators said the duo tried to erase their digital fingerprints before the attack, destroying cell phones and computer drives.
 
Fox reported investigators believe that the husband or wife was in contact with suspected al-Qaida terrorists during a trip to Saudi Arabia.
 
That's despite the fact she had passed a Department of Homeland Security counterterrorism screen on her arrival in the U.S.
 
"Law enforcement sources told Fox News late Thursday that there was a 'very strong' possibility that Malik functioned as Farook's terror trainer and may have even put together pipe bombs found by authorities at the various crime scenes Wednesday," Fox reported. The detonator from a pipe bomb found at the murder scene was reportedly fashioned with a remote-control toy, as suggested by al-Qaida's online magazine, Inspire, and likely used in the Boston Marathon bombs. Police found in their home a dozen more pipe bombs, which were also  identical to those the magazine depicted, along with step-by-step instructions on "How to Build a Bomb in the Kitchen of Your Mom."
 
Farook, 28, and Malik sprayed a room at the Inland Regional Center with bullets after it had filled up with about 75 of Farook's co-workers, including one with whom he argued just weeks before about whether Islam was actually a peaceful religion.
 
Among the many questions still to be answered is how the duo obtained more than $30,000 worth of guns and explosives.
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Joseph's Christmas Story ... Part 1 - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley -
https://gracethrufaith.com/the-bible-thru-the-eyes-of-its-writers/josephs-christmas-story-part-1/
 
This entry is part 1 of 2 in the series Joseph's Christmas Story
 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."(Matt. 1:20-21)
 
As Joseph might have told it...
 
She was out shopping with her family one day and happened to walk by my carpentry shop in Nazareth. I fell hopelessly in love the minute I saw her, and couldn't rest till I found out who she was. I don't recall whose furniture I was building that day, or even how it turned out. She was all I could think about. I wanted to know her name, which of the 12 tribes her family was from, and how many brothers and sisters she had. This last item would help me estimate the "bride price, " the money I would have to pay her father for his permission to marry her. (I had already decided that that's what I was going to do.)
 
If she was from a small family, leaving them to marry me would deprive her parents of a much needed pair of hands, and her father would want a high price to compensate for the family's loss, maybe more than I could afford to pay. I guess you can tell my brain was going about a hundred miles an hour. Even though I was known as a quiet and easy-going man, my prayers that the Lord would let me have her were urgent and intense.
 
I quickly discovered her name was Miriam, or Mary to you. She was from the tribe of Judah, like me. Then I learned that she had no brothers at all and no older sisters. This meant that she was first in line to be married and that she was her father's principal heir, being his firstborn child. It also meant that according to our law she could only marry a man from the tribe of Judah.
 
Let me explain. Back in the time of Moses, before the Land was originally divided among the tribes and families, the Lord warned my people they could never sell it to anyone. He said it was all His and they were just tenants. (Lev. 25:23) This was to make sure that no tribe could ever lose its inheritance. Each family's allotment of land had to be passed down from father to son, and as part of the Jubilee Year observance all land had to be returned to it's rightful owners.
 
At that time there was a man named Zelophehad of the tribe of Manasseh who had only daughters. One day the leaders of his tribe came to Moses complaining that they had been told to give Zelophehad's land to his daughters, since he had no sons. What would happen if the daughters married outside the tribe and the land passed into their husbands' families' estates? Would the Tribe of Manasseh lose part of its inheritance at the Jubilee?
 
When Moses inquired of the Lord, He said that in cases where there were no sons in a family, daughters could inherit land from their fathers but had to marry men from within their own tribe. That way the tribal allotments would remain intact. (Numbers 36:1-12) Since Mary had no brothers, she had to marry someone from the tribe of Judah, someone like me.
 
Later, this would become a very important issue. I was not only from the Tribe of Judah, but a descendant of King David, in the royal line of succession to the throne through King Solomon. So although a poor carpenter from Nazareth, I was technically a Prince of Israel, in line to be King.
 
But God had cursed the royal bloodline, as it's called, at the time of King Jehoiachin (also called Jeconiah) 600 years earlier. He was so evil that in anger God declared that no descendant of his would ever rule in Israel again. (Jeremiah 22:28-30) So even though God had promised King David that only direct descendants of his son Solomon could be kings in Israel, the royal line was now cursed. Being descended from Solomon, I was part of that line so neither I, nor any blood descendant of mine, could ever be king.
 
(The last King Israel has ever had was Zedekiah, a cousin of Jehoiachin's not in the royal line, who was placed on the throne by Nebuchadnezzar just before Babylon defeated the Jews and took them all slaves. Since there's never been a king since the Babylonian Captivity, Israel hasn't had a legitimate king since the royal line was cursed, just as the Lord had said.)
 
Mary was also from the Tribe of Judah, and a direct descendant of King David as well, but through Nathan, Solomon's brother. Nathan's bloodline was not cursed. If a son of Mary's could somehow prove he was also in the line of succession, he could be King. But if he was biologically related to any man in the royal bloodline, a requirement for succession, he'd inherit the curse. It was a real catch 22.
 
Of course God, Who knows the end from the beginning, wasn't breaking His promise to King David by cursing the royal line. He knew how He was going to solve the problem. At the proper time, He would simply arrange to have a virgin from the House of David be wed to a man in the royal line of succession and then have her conceive a male child without her husband's participation. Giving Mary's parents only daughters was step one in accomplishing this. She couldn't marry outside the Tribe of Judah. Making me fall in love with her was step two, and having our Son conceived of the Holy Spirit completed the process.
 
So now you know what the Bible means when it says our son was of "the house and lineage of David." (Luke 2:4) Through His mother He was descended from King David, a member of his "house." Since He was legally my son, He inherited royal lineage, but because we weren't biologically related he sidestepped its curse. This made our son the only man in Israel qualified to be King of the Jews, then or since. Our God is the Master of the loophole.
 
So the virgin birth was required to perfect our son's claim to the Throne of David in fulfillment of one of Gabriel's promises to Mary. It was also required to make him the Son of God in fulfillment of the other. (Luke 1:30-33) And it was required to fulfill Isaiah's prophecy to King Ahaz. (Isaiah 7:14) But I'm getting ahead of myself.
 
Once I found out what I needed to know about Mary, I went immediately to see her father Heli. It took a long time for a man to establish himself in those days, getting to a point where he could afford to maintain his own home with a wife and family. Having worked for years to get there, at the ripe old age of 25 I was anxious to settle down. And since Jewish girls were typically married while still in their early teens, Mary was quite a bit younger than I. That helps explain why she was still around at the death of our son and I wasn't. (I died when Jesus was 19 years old.)
 
As soon as I arrived at their house and introduced myself to them, Mary's parents guessed why I'd come. As they invited me to sit down at the family table, they called her to join us. Mary got out four cups and wine but didn't pour any for herself. She sat listening intently as I spoke with her father, telling him (and her) why I thought I would be a good husband for her. Since she and I had never officially met, this was the first time I had ever been this close to her. She was the most beautiful girl I'd ever seen, and I couldn't keep my eyes off her. And as it was with every Jewish girl, this was how she learned about the man who would become her husband.
 
After a proper amount of negotiating, we agreed on the bride price and all eyes turned to Mary. She now had about 30 seconds to decide the course of her life. If she filled her cup and drank from it, we were betrothed. If she turned her empty cup upside down I would leave and never come back. It was her choice. Those few seconds seemed like hours, and I'm sure the pounding of my heart was visible through my robe as I waited, not daring to breathe. Finally, she filled her cup and took a sip. No man in all the world has ever been happier than I was at that moment.
 
Alas, that feeling would not last long. A short time later Mary came to me and explained that she was pregnant. She told me all the angel Gabriel had said to her, that her child was supernaturally conceived and destined to become the King of Israel. It was quite a story, believe me. Please understand, in our culture even engaged couples could never be alone together. There was no dating as there is today, and only a few short chaperoned conversations during the entire year-long betrothal. I didn't know how she got pregnant, but I knew that it didn't involve me!
 
I was devastated by her confession, the anger and betrayal any man would feel raging through my mind. I had every right to bring her before the priests and charge her with adultery, a crime punishable by death! But I loved her, so I suggested we get quietly divorced so she could go away. It was the only way a betrothal could only be ended and it would save her the public disgrace she would otherwise have to endure, even if she wasn't brought before the priests.
 
It was the most painful conversation I had ever endured, so to give us both time to recover she left town for a long visit with her cousin Elizabeth. (Elizabeth, though much older was also pregnant with a son, who would be called John the Baptist.) One night while she was away an angel of the Lord appeared to me in a dream, confirming what Mary had said. Based on that dream, as soon as Mary returned I told her I would not abandon her, but would take her as my wife and raise her child as my own. We were married immediately and I moved her into the house I had already built for us.
 
Finally, just as it was about time for Mary to deliver, we had to pack up and head for Bethlehem, where all descendants of King David had to be registered for the census the Roman Governor required. It took us four days to get there, with Mary riding on our small donkey while I walked alongside. I can only imagine how uncomfortable she must have been during that ride.
 
After what seemed like an eternity we arrived in Bethlehem only to find the city's one inn all sold out. And as if that wasn't bad enough, Mary went into labor! I had to find a place fast. I inquired at every house in town about using the guest room all Jewish families were required to keep available for visiting pilgrims, but they were all promised to others. Just when I thought we had exhausted every possibility, the innkeeper took pity on us and offered his stable where we could at least get out of the cold night air. Making my beautiful pregnant wife a bed of straw, and helping in every way I could, I watched the miracle of life unfold in the most unique way ever as she gave birth to the Son of God.
 
As He was being born, I asked God, "Why a stable?" He said, "Where would you expect a Lamb to be born?"
 
Typically in Israel the birth of a first-born son was an event accompanied by great celebration. Fathers hired musicians to go singing and dancing through the streets proclaiming the good news. But we were almost 70 miles from home and I was way too poor to afford musicians, so our son's real Father saw to this for us. Opening the Heavens, He had the angels sing and proclaim the ultimate Good News!
 
Nearby, shepherds were tending sheep in fields that had once belonged to our ancestors, Boaz and Ruth. They now belonged to the Temple in Jerusalem and the sheep grazing there were bred especially for use as sacrificial lambs, sold to pilgrims who came for the Holy Days. These were lambs born to die for the sins of the people, and as those shepherds came to gather around us, the comparison of their sheep to our baby boy was striking. Here was the Lamb of God, born to die for the sins of mankind. To think that God could love us so much that He gave His only Son as a ransom for our sins was beyond my comprehension, yet I was an eyewitness to His coming. The words of the Angelic Choir rang in my ears again;
 
 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." (Luke 2:14)
 
 Merry Christmas.
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The message isn't Christmas -- it's Christ - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/12/the-message-isnt-christmas-its-christ/
 
Pastor Greg Laurie emphasizes fact 'God is interested in us'
 
Last Christmas the film "Unbroken" was released, which is the story of Louis Zamperini. We had the privilege of having him as a guest at the church where I pastor, as well as at two of our Harvest Crusades. What an amazing life he lived.
 
In many ways, though, Louis Zamperini seemed to live four or five different lives. There was the life where he ran from the police as a juvenile. He was such a good runner, in fact, that he ended up running in the 1936 Olympics, where he came face-to-face with Adolf Hitler. Then there was the life where he was shot down over the Pacific Ocean during World War II, was stranded at sea for 47 days and was held as a POW for two and a half years, until the end of the war.
 
Then there was his life after the war. He returned home with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and became an alcoholic. Everywhere he went, people would buy him drinks.
 
Then his wife, Cynthia, committed her life to Christ at a Billy Graham Crusade. She pleaded with him to attend, so he reluctantly went with her one night. He didn't really like it and vowed never to go back again. But he decided to give it one more try. He had already determined that when Billy Graham began to pray he would slip out.
 
But there was something Billy Graham said that night that got Zamperini's attention: "There might be some of you here who have prayed at one point in your life during crisis and have said to God, 'If you get me out of this, I will serve you.'"
 
Suddenly, he remembered something he had prayed while he was adrift at sea. He had said, "God, if you get me out of this, I promise I will serve you." So he committed his life to Christ.
 
Then Louis Zamperini changed. He told me he was immediately healed of PTSD. He no longer wanted to drink. His life was transformed. And one of the first things he wanted to do was go back to Japan and offer forgiveness to the man who had treated him so badly.
 
It's an amazing story, but it should be our story, too. We all have friction in our lives. There are people who have hurt us, people who have wronged us. We may feel justified in our anger. But the Bible tells us to "be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32 NIV). This Christmas, we need a lot more forgiveness toward one another, and then we will have peace on Earth and goodwill toward men.
 
There are so many things that divide us as a nation and that divide us as people. We need to be right with God. And when we are right with God, then we will be right with each other. That is what we need to keep in mind at this particular time of year.
 
I think in the midst of all the busyness and so-called celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, we can very easily lose God in the midst of it.
 
In recent years there has been the attempt by some to do away with the phrase "Merry Christmas" and replace it with "Happy Holidays" or something else. Some people have done their best to remove nativity scenes and the mention of Christ. Fortunately, there has been push-back on that. A 2012 Rasmussen poll revealed that 68 percent of Americans prefer the phrase "Merry Christmas" to "Happy Holidays."
 
It's ironic that as we are celebrating Christmas, we can lose sight of God. The good news is that God never loses sight of us. He keeps his eyes on us even if we don't keep our eyes on him. He remembers us even if we forget Him.
 
In the Old Testament book of Numbers, there was a prayer the priests were to announce over the people: "The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace" (Numbers 6:24-26).
 
That phrase "the LORD turn his face toward you" means to look to see, and to know and be interested. God is interested in us. He is never busy updating his Facebook page; he is more interested in updating your life. He is more interested in being involved in what you say and what you do.
 
That is the essential message of Christmas, that God came down.
 
There is a place for doing our work. And then there is a place for worship and for contemplating the awesomeness of God. In all of this noisiness of Christmas, it is a good thing to simply unplug, and as the psalmist said, "Be still, and know that [he is] God" (Psalm 46:10 NKJV).
 
The message is not Christmas. The message is Christ. We are not alone. God is with us.
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The Truth about Christmas:
Naughty or Nice?
 
For most of the world, Christmas has become little more than an annual exercise in spending money we don't have, to buy things for need for people who don't need it! 
Christmas is certainly the most gift giving time of the year, but it seems that the true meaning and purpose for Christmas have become lost. Traditionally, Christmas was the time of the year set aside to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. However, these days, many people have no idea that Jesus is associated with Christmas. Furthermore, for the last several years, the world has attempted to completely strip any mention of Christ from Christ-mas. With the banning of singing traditional Christmas songs in our schools, and preventing public nativity displays in our cities, and many retailers replacing merry Christmas with happy holidays, the question needs to be asked, should a believer even celebrate Christmas?
 
The debate about whether or not Christians should celebrate Christmas has been raging for centuries. There are equally sincere and committed Christians on both sides of the issue, each with multiple reasons why or why not Christmas should be celebrated in Christian homes. Many evangelical Christians believe that Christmas is a pagan celebration dressed up in "Christian clothes." While many Christians mark Christmas as a special day to worship Christ and give thanks for His entrance into the world, they reject anything to do with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, exchanging gifts, and the like.
But what does the Bible say? Does the Bible give clear direction as to whether Christmas is a holiday to be celebrated by Christians?
Join us as we examine the origins and meanings behind our Christmas traditions in this informative Bible based video. This video will be released on *December 6th 2015. You can pre-order this new DVD today! When you pre-order one of our videos, not only are you making sure you get your copy early, you are also helping to offset the production costs, thank you! 
(*subject to change)
 
The Truth about Christmas: Naughty or Nice?
 
Click Here To Order This New Video
 
Or write us at:

 Prophecy Update
P.O. Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
This DVD will be released on *December 6th, 2015, and you can pre-order this DVD right now. When you pre-order one of our DVD's not only are you making sure that you receive your DVD as soon as it is released, you are also helping to offset the production costs of these very expensive projects. (*subject to change).
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/f4a41e0a-9f46-4dd9-a591-aa9cf6afc25d.png]

We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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