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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Obama to Rivlin: Important to try to reach peace between Israel, Palestinians
1. Rivlin lights White House menorah with 'prayer for liberty'
1. 'Arab Spring and Iranian threat have opened way for improved Arab-Israel relations'
1. Fueled by Rage, Palestinian Lone Wolf Attacks in 3rd Month
1. Husband and wife injured in Samaria drive-by terror shooting
1. Palestinian girl brandishes knife in Facebook video
1. Israel successfully tests Arrow 3 missile defense system
1. Egyptian Muslim scholar: No connection between Temple Mt., Islam
1. Joint List MK: Trump visit to Temple Mount will 'set whole region on fire'
1. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejects Trump's remarks on Muslims
1. Iranian president raps Trump's proposed Muslim ban as 'pretext'
1. Muslims 'fastest-growing religious group' worldwide; majority are Democrats: Pew study
1. Muslims across US condemn terror attacks
1. 5 face charges of plotting terror attack in Australia
1. Paris attacks: 'I would have killed him,' Bataclan bomber's father says
1. DHS: Only 'Some' Paris Attackers Would Have Been Detected on U.S. Border
1. Federal authorities set to indict friend who bought guns for San Bernardino terrorist
1. Two Afghan Trainees Missing From Air Force Base in Georgia
1. Congress Eyes Social-Media Companies as Terror Fears Mount
1. Mark Zuckerberg Vows to 'Fight to Protect' Muslim Rights on Facebook 
1. Amnesty report: ISIS armed with U.S. weapons
1. Number of foreign fighters in Iraq and Syria 'has doubled in past year'
1. Putin raises possibility of using nuclear weapons against terrorists - but hopes they 'will never need' them
1. Su-24 downing gave grounds for war, but Russia decided against symmetrical response - Medvedev 
1. Turkish PM accuses Russia of 'ethnic cleansing' in Syria
1. Turkish president says Iranian and Iraqi policies in Syria led to sectarianism
1. At Least 50 Dead in Taliban Attack on Key Afghanistan Airport 
1. Yemeni foreign minister says seven-day ceasefire is renewable if Houthis abide by it
1. Catholic Church Blown up by Unidentified Attackers in Yemen
1. Report: Kim says N.Korea has hydrogen bomb
1. Israel exported $400k in gold to North Korea, against UN sanctions
1. Merkel Threw Her Country Under The Bus And All She Got Was This Crummy Time Magazine Cover
1. Venezuela turmoil as Nicolas Maduro remains defiant after electoral defeat
1. The Global Economic Reset Has Begun
1. Report: ObamaCare puts 2 million jobs at risk
1. Google's new quantum computer is '100 million times faster than your PC'
1. Why scientists say our sun could unleash humongous 'superflare' 
1. Earthquake of 7.1 magnitude off Indonesia's Ambon island followed by several aftershocks - USGS
1. 5.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Lautoka, Fiji
1. 5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Sigave, Wallis and Futuna
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits the South Indian Ocean
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Cauquenes, Chile
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Karakul, Tajikistan
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft
1. Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 18,000ft
1. Mt Etna in Italy erupts to 12,000ft
1. Two dead, thousands without power after U.S. Pacific Northwest storms
1. Washington gov. declares weather emergency
1. 31 dead, 20,000 families homeless in torrential rain in Kinshasa
1. FDA OKs use of transgenic chicken for drug production
1. Someone Will Eventually Use CRISPR to Try to Make a Dragon or Unicorn
1. 7 Half-Pound Mutts Become First Test-Tube Puppies in World
1. Planned Parenthood suspect: 'I am a warrior for the babies'
1. My Talking Tom: Explicit sex ads 'irresponsibly placed' in smartphone app for children
1. Scarification: the new tattoo trend which involves cutting out your flesh
1. Woman found dead in German hotel, after undergoing exorcism
1. Mississippi U. Changes Name of Christmas Event Because 'Too Christian'
1. Catholics should not try to convert Jews, Vatican says in landmark document 
1. Putin initiates law against anti-Semitic Biblical commentary
1. Israeli Drug Helps Jimmy Carter Beat Cancer
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	  
IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Knife Intifada  
1. Turkey is 'setting up cards' for a dangerous new game with Russia - and the winner could be ISIS 
1. 1,000-Year-Old Archaeological Find on Temple Mount May Have Just Ended Centuries of Debate  
1. The Lost Meanings of Biblical Names  
1. Are we now living in the Tribulation?  
1. Looking Forward, Looking Back  
1. Daily Jot: Living water for those who thirst 
1. Daily Devotion: You Have a Savior
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Knife Intifada - By Matt Ward - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/ward40.html
   
Israel is under attack and victim of a new type of terror.
 
While the world has been distracted by events in Paris, Syria and the almost daily horrors caused by ISIS, Jews have been dying daily in Israel. The Palestinians have launched an undeclared Third Intifada. This new and very deadly uprising has been caused primarily by the president of the Palestinian Authority-Mahmoud Abbas. His constant baiting and lies over the Temple Mount have provoked a spasm of blood and murder from the young Palestinian men and women that he leads.  
 
Abbas has consistently claimed that Israel intends to cut Palestinians access to the Temple Mount and Al Aqsa Mosque complexes. This is a lie and completely false. The Israeli government has no such aspirations, yet Abbas has continued to spew his hate-filled rhetoric resulting in the deaths of a significant number of Israelis.  
 
Even worse, Imams from all over Gaza have preached from their Mosques of the need for Palestinian men and women to rise up against this perceived oppression in defense of Al- Aqsa using whatever means they can; cars, guns rocks or knives. This, they have been doing, in quite some numbers.
 
The Knife Intifada, as it has become known, is causing a political and social crisis within Israel. Jews have been run over and rammed to death by Palestinians terrorists in cars. Young children have been seriously injured by rocks thrown onto the wind shields of moving vehicles. Jews have been shot and killed, and unsuspecting men and women of a variety of ages have been stabbed, seriously injured or killed.  
 
An old woman in her eighties was recently chased down by a knife wielding Palestinian man in his mid-twenties. When apprehended he said he was proud of his actions, as were his family as he was "resisting." Truly nothing speaks of courage like the sight of a young man with a knife running down an old woman. Incredibly brave!
 
This Intifada is affecting the psyche of ordinary Israelis. They are used to feeling besieged from outside their borders, but to experience terror in their own neighborhoods day in and day out is beginning to have a profound effect.   
 
Imagine no longer daring to look at your mobile phone as you walk down the street because of the need to stay alert in case you are attacked.  
 
Imagine waiting for a bus at a bus stop and standing behind the bus shelter instead of in front of it for fear that you may be rammed by a car and seriously injured.   
 
Imagine trying to only walk down the sidewalk toward oncoming traffic so you at least have some warning should a car stray from the road to try to kill you.   
 
If you are a woman, imagine not wearing high heels anymore in case you have to run for your life.
 
Or imagine making sure that you don't leave anything embarrassing in your home in the morning, in case someone else has to come back to your house that evening because you cannot.
 
Yet in surveys the overwhelming majority of Israelis remain determined that they will not look on every Arab as if they could be a terrorist. Israelis have determined that they will not stop going to work or to the gym, to the cinema or to restaurants. Many Israelis have determined that they will not lose their perspective amid this growing threat to themselves and their families.
 
Their spirit is reminiscent of the Blitz spirit seen in London during the 1940s.  The fact that ordinary Palestinians are prepared to leave their homes and randomly attack Jewish men, women and children with complete disregard for their victims or their own survival-is as a result of the years and years of lies and hate with which they have been indoctrinated.
 
Through schools, mosques, social media and their own government, Palestinians of all ages have been fed a daily diet of hatred and lies toward Israel for almost seven decades. This message has now become a generational one.  
 
This Knife Intifada has put the political leadership of Israel at odds with the leadership of the IDF. The Israeli Defense Forces believe they have a solution to this nightmare; a complete lockdown of all Palestinian areas. This would even involve Palestinian areas of East Jerusalem and Palestinian-populated areas of Judea, Samaria and Hebron for an indefinite period.  
 
Israeli military and intelligence experts are of the opinion that the desired effect of a de-escalation of attacks will only be achieved by an ultimatum: Give up terrorism or be cut off from Israel and therefore die economically.
 
Netanyahu, while leaving this option open, is deeply fearful that a total lockdown on Palestinian areas will have a negative effect politically at home and internationally. (This is an under-statement.) IDF commanders are of the belief that if the Palestinian terror is not stopped it will continue to escalate to the point where the hand of Netanyahu will be forced to take action.
 
Netanyahu fears that if his hand is forced and the IDF's plans for suppressing this wave of terrorism is implemented then it would be seen as a declaration of all-out war by the Palestinians and lead to a dramatic escalation between the two sides, ultimately ending in full-scale armed combat between them.
 
This would without question further deeply alienate Israel in the eyes of the world.   
 
The awful strategic reality Israel faces is that with each passing year, most in the world seems to hate her more and more, irrespective of what she does or who is at fault. The fact that Palestinians are carrying out these horrendous attacks day after day on innocent Jewish Israelis is seen as irrelevant; it must be Israel's fault somehow because of the "occupation" as the warped logic goes.
 
Israelis are isolated and they do stand all alone at this point. This situation will only get worse in the days, months and years ahead. Israel is becoming more hated by all and approaching the day when the whole world will come against her (Zechariah 12:3).
 
Ultimately God is going to allow Israel to go to such a place of international isolation and condemnation that they have no other option but to turn to Him and to cry out to Him for deliverance. This is a part of that process and this abandonment by the world proves that He is once again beginning to turn His attention back to dealing with Israel.
 
This means that the closing of the Gentile age must be close at hand.
 
Like no other time before, we should be praying for Jerusalem and the Jewish men, women and children that live within Israel's precious God-ordained borders.
 
"I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you" (Genesis 12:3).
 
And, lest we should become arrogant, how long do we think it will be before radicalized individuals or groups within our own midst learn the lessons of this cheap, easy, asymmetrical warfare that the Palestinians are so effectively demonstrating, and will start attacking people in a similar manner within our own communities?
 
wardmatt1977@gmail.com 
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Turkey is 'setting up cards' for a dangerous new game with Russia - and the winner could be ISIS - Natasha Bertrand - http://www.businessinsider.com/turkish-troops-in-iraq-may-provoke-russia-2015-12
 
Turkey's decision to deploy a limited number of troops to a military base near the ISIS stronghold of Mosul, Iraq, last weekend was quickly condemned by leading Iraqi officials who called the incursion a violation of Iraqi sovereignty.
 
Iran-backed Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi led calls for Turkish troops to be withdrawn immediately, which were echoed by Iraq's main Shia political parties - some of whom called for Iraq to launch airstrikes on Turkish soil if Ankara did not comply.
 
Among Turkey's harshest critics was Russia, who called the move "illegal" and asked the UN Security Council to hold a meeting on Turkish military action in both Iraq and Syria on Tuesday.
 
Turkey and Russia are in the midst of a showdown over Turkey's decision to down a Russian warplane that allegedly violated its airspace two weeks ago. But that is only one reason why Russia's condemnation of the Turkish incursion into Iraq was to be expected.
 
Russia has been sharing "security and intelligence" information about the Islamic State (also known as ISIS or ISIL) with Iraq since September - when Russian, Syrian, and Iranian military advisers began building a coordination cell in Baghdad in an effort to bolster the Iranian-backed Shia militias fighting ISIS in northern Iraq.
 
With Iran's implicit blessing, Russian president Vladimir Putin has therefore taken on a greater role in Iraq - a role that comes with certain political and military expectations.
 
"The presence of the Turkish troops near Mosul certainly further complicates the situation between Russia and Turkey," Boris Zilberman, a Russia expert at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, told Business Insider in an email.
 
"Not long ago there was buzz about Russia potentially deploying forces to Iraq. In light of current developments, the possibility of such a deployment may gain steam once again."
 
He added: "If Turkey continues the deployment in Iraq, I would expect more bellicose language from Iraqi, Russian, and Iranian leaders. This only continues to raise the tensions and stakes in the regional conflict."
 
'Setting up cards' for a dangerous new game
 
Iraq has not taken kindly to overtures by members of NATO to deploy troops on Iraqi soil - even if it is in the name of fighting ISIS in the north. 
 
Earlier this month, the US announced that it intended to send a team of around 200 special-operations forces to conduct raids against ISIS militants operating in northern and western Iraq. 
 
Iraq's ruling alliance and powerful Shi'ite militias responded in force. A lawmaker from the Iran-backed Badr Organization announced that "if Abadi makes a unilateral decision to approve the deployment of American special forces, we will question him in parliament."
 
He added: "He is aware that a questioning could lead to a vote of no confidence."
 
The amount of influence Iran and its proxy militias wield over Iraqi politics cannot be understated, and its opposition to foreign intervention in Iraq is in line with Tehran's overarching objective to roll back US influence and expand its own power in the region.
 
Russia, moreover, is an important Iranian ally. It was Qassem Soleimani, leader of the powerful Quds Force brigade - the military wing of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corp. - who traveled to Moscow in late July to reportedly ask Russia for help in bolstering the Iranian proxy militias in Syria fighting on behalf of the regime.
 
To that end, Abadi "could face further pressure to accept Russian assistance, an outcome that has become popular among Iranian proxies and the Sadrist Trend since Russia began launching airstrikes in Syria on September 30," the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) noted on its blog last weekend.
 
Indeed, that "a Russian force" could intervene to expel Turkish troops has already been floated by at least one Iraqi politician, according to the ISW.
 
It is unlikely, however, that Russia would risk a military confrontation with NATO to expel 100 Turkish troops from Iraqi soil.
 
"I don't think Russia will get directly involved in trying to expel the troops," Paul Stronski, a senior associate in the Russia and Eurasia program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, told Business Insider in an email. "I think Russia is stretched thin - but they mightn't object to Iran doing it."
 
In any case, Turkey is keenly aware of the power that comes from being a member of NATO, which may explain its boldness in deploying troops to a Russian sphere of influence in the midst of a showdown with Moscow.
 
"That Turkey sent military reinforcement to the temporary training camp in Bashiqa, effectively turning Bashiqa into a permanent military base, can be considered Turkey's answer" to Russia's aggressive military build-up along the Turkish-Syrian border, Metin Gurcan, a Turkish military expert who served as an adviser in Afghanistan between 2002-2008, told Business Insider. 
 
He added: "It looks like Turkey is setting up cards for a new game by changing the space of its crisis with Russia."
 
A Sunni 'boutique power center'
 
Turkey's desire to maintain a military presence in Iraq is also fundamentally motivated by Ankara's desire to "balance the increasing Russia-led Baghdad-Tehran-Damascus alliance that is Shia in nature," Gurcan said.
 
Turkey, whose citizens are overwhelmingly Sunni Muslims, has "been trying to form a sort of Sunni 'boutique power center' using three specific entities: the Kurdistan Regional Government [KRG] in northern Iraq, Iraqi Sunni Arabs near Mosul, and Syrian Sunni Arabs," Gurcan said.
 
Wladimir van Wilgenburg, a freelance journalist and expert on Kurdish affairs embedded in Iraqi Kurdistan, agreed that the desire to bolster Sunni Arabs in the region was an important motivation for Turkey's incursion into Iraq.
 
"Turkey just wants to empower Sunni Arabs and Kurdish Peshmerga forces to counterbalance Iran and Baghdad," van Wilgenburg told Business Insider on Monday. "Turkey used to have a lot of influence among Sunni Arabs in Mosul, but they lost everything when ISIS took over all the Sunni Arab areas. That's why they are trying to work to empower Sunni Arab police forces around Mosul."
 
He added: "Iraqi Prime Minister Abadi is under pressure from [former Prime Minister] Nouri al-Maliki and Iranian-backed Shia militias, that's why they are making a lot of noise."
 
Merve Tahiroglu, a Turkey expert at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, argued that Turkey was using the Peshmerga less as a counterweight to Iran than to its longtime enemy, the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which is headquartered in northern Iraq.
 
"This could be Turkey's way of showing the anti-IS coalition that it is helping the fight by working with the Kurds - just the group of Kurds it prefers," Tahiroglu said in an email.
 
In any case, Turkey seemed surprise by the uproar, and alleged that it had sent the troops at the request of the Iraqi defense minister to train Iraqi soldiers and the Kurdish peshmerga to fight the Islamic State.
 
Still, Ankara has refused to withdraw its troops - and shows no signs of doing so anytime soon.
 
"Turkey's moves in Iraq are, at least in part, a message to Russia that it too can act unilaterally or boldly in the region - but sometimes bold is not terribly helpful in defusing such a difficult diplomatic issue," Stronski said, noting that the incursion "adds one more layer of complication to the entire Russia-Turkey showdown and further muddles the fight against ISIS."
 
Gurcan largely agreed.
 
"For the first time, Turkey - which was once a giant talking too much but unable to bite - is trying to create de facto realities on the ground," he said.
 
"This is a new thing for Russia, so we'll see how Moscow responds - and how the US manages the emergence of the new power center Turkey is seemingly trying to create. But at the end of the day, the winner is ISIS."



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[bookmark: a2][image: a2]
1,000-Year-Old Archaeological Find on Temple Mount May Have Just Ended Centuries of Debate - By Lea Speyer -
http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/55896/ancient-engraving-menorah-found-temple-mount-ended-centuries-debate-jerusalem/#RHxRYZHjGwiZqgqr.97
 
"And you shall make a menorah of pure gold...And six branches coming out of its sides: three menorah branches from its one side and three menorah branches from its second side..." (Exodus 25:32-40)
 
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/713663df-74b5-40c4-8c74-05c8df114220.jpg]


Just in time for Hanukkah, a 1,000-year-old archaeological find may just have ended a centuries old debate on what the original design of the Menorah in the Holy Temples resembled. 
 
Discovered by the Temple Mount Sifting Project, the 1,000-year-old potsherd originating from the Temple Mount bearing a symbol resembling a menorah is being hailed by archaeologists as a significant discovery.
 
According to archaeologists, based on the type of clay and texture of the potsherd, the find dates back to the Byzantine rule over Jerusalem (324-640 CE). Although the whole design of the menorah is cut off because the potsherd is broken, archaeologists believe that the drawing was an attempt to draw the Temple Menorah.
 
"What makes this discovery significant is that it originated upon the Temple Mount itself. The design of the menorah upon the potsherd may shed light upon an age-old debate regarding the appearance of the menorah that stood in the Heikal (hall) of the First and Second Temples," said Zachi Dvira, Co-Founder and Director of the project.
 
The origins of the design of the Menorah are found in the Book of Exodus (25:32-40):
 
"And you shall make a menorah of pure gold. The menorah shall be made of hammered work; its base and its stem, its goblets, its knobs, and its flowers shall all be one piece with it. And six branches coming out of its sides: three menorah branches from its one side and three menorah branches from its second side...so for the six branches that come out of the menorah...And you shall make its lamps seven..."
 
While the Bible instructs which materials to use, how to form the Menorah and what designs to incorporate, rabbinic scholars - including Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki, known as Rashi (1040-1105 CE), Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra (1089-1167 CE), and Maimonides (1135-1204 CE) - have battled over whether the branches were meant to be round or straight.
 
The potsherd, although fragmented, clearly depicts a menorah with straight branches, unlike other ancient representations in which they appear in a circular fashion. The base of the menorah can only be partly seen and archaeologists believe it was composed of three legs (two angular and one straight).
 
At the top of the menorah, the branches are polygonal depressions which may represent the almond shaped cups that held the oil for the wicks.
 
"As the potsherd dates to centuries after the destruction of the Second Temple and the incision was done after firing the clay, it is difficult to deduce from it anything concrete regarding the original shape of the Menorah, but we can learn about how Jews living in Jerusalem during the Byzantine period or later understood the design of the menorah," stated Dvira.
 
The Temple Mount Sifting Project, with support from the City of David Foundation and under the auspices of Bar-Ilan University, was formed in 1999 in response to the illegal removal of tons of earth from the Temple Mount by the Islamic Waqf without archaeological supervision. 
 
"Since the Temple Mount has never been excavated, the ancient artifacts retrieved in the Sifting Project provide valuable and previously inaccessible information.  The many categories of finds are among the largest and most varied ever found in Jerusalem. Even though they have been extracted from their archaeological context, most of these artifacts can be identified and dated by comparing them with those found at other sites," said Dvira.
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The Lost Meanings of Biblical Names - By Aviya Kushner - http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-lost-meanings-of-biblical-names-1449245837
 
The festival of Hanukkah, which began December 6th, should remind us that translation can sap the ancient power of religious names
 
The Jewish festival of Hanukkah, which started Sunday night, celebrates the triumph of a small Jewish army over Greek rule in Judea in the second century B.C. The Maccabees, as they are called, were determined to resist Hellenization and worship as they believed. 
 
But the struggle was more than local. The Septuagint, the first major translation of the Hebrew Bible, was under way in Egypt. That rendition into Greek, commissioned by the Jewish community of Alexandria, Egypt, helped spark the millennia-long struggle to hold on to the meaning of the Bible, no matter the language. Though the Alexandrians' goal was to preserve the Bible for future generations of Jews, the Septuagint became a foundational text of Christianity.
 
For centuries, the Septuagint was the dominant translation in Western culture, ultimately influencing even the King James Bible. But many Jews weren't keen on translating their holy book: One ancient source calls for a fast on the anniversary of the Septuagint's publication, saying that when it appeared, "darkness descended on the world for three days."
 
They had ample justification for worrying over distortions and omissions. Hebrew names, one of the richest parts of the Bible, were often transliterated instead of being translated into Greek. Meaning-laden names thus lost their meaning. 
 
What we call ourselves matters. A name in the Bible is supposed to capture its bearer's essence. God names the first person in the Bible Adam for adama, or earth. In Hebrew, Adam is also the word for human. But an English reader would never know that, in Hebrew, Adam is immediately understood as rooted in the very earth he walks on, labors in and returns to.
 
Or take Eve. Adam chooses for his helpmate the name Chava, the Hebrew Bible tells us, because she is em kol chai-mother of all the living. Chava is taken from the Hebrew word chai, or "alive" ("the living"). The Septuagint translates Chava in two ways: The first, Zoe (or "life"), preserves the Hebrew meaning, but the second, Eue or Euan, makes no such effort. Similarly, the universally used English Eve carries none of the Hebrew's meaning. 
 
Names in the Bible can carry the essence of a story. The patriarchs' names often reflect key moments in their lives, like their births or their encounters with God. By naming her son Isaac (in Hebrew Yitzhak, from tzchok, or "laughter"), Sarah memorializes her mirth at the improbable idea of having a son at 90. But in English, Sarah's famous laughter can't be heard in Isaac's name. 
 
Jacob, or Ya'akov, is named because he clutched the heel-or akev-of his twin brother Esau during birth. Their sibling rivalry, beginning in utero, is literally his namesake. But after Jacob's encounter with the angel in Genesis 32, he is renamed Israel, Yisrael-one who struggled with God (one of whose names is that final syllable El) and overcame. As he changed, his name had to change too.
 
Sometimes, the most crucial part of a name is what isn't there. Consider Merav, one of King Saul's two daughters. Her name is a Hebrew question: Who is greater? To the ancients, the implied question is, "Who is greater than God?" Both the question and the name are statements of faith. 
 
My own name, Aviya, is a similar declaration of belief: It means "God is my father" (from Avi, or "my father," and Ya, another divine name). But in the King James Bible, I couldn't find my own name, which is spelled "Abijah." And in Abijah, it is hard to find God.
 
Whole histories can vanish when we fail to register the resonance of names. The meaning of the term "Maccabee" isn't clear. Some think it is a Hebrew acronym for the biblical phrase, "Who is like you among the gods, O Lord?" Others say it comes from makevet, Hebrew for hammer. 
 
It is impossible to know which meaning the Maccabees themselves attached to their name. What we do know is that biblical names carry deep meanings from these past worlds-testaments to the ways our religious forebears defined themselves, and perhaps us.



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS, AND END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Are we now living in the Tribulation? - Nathan Jones - http://www.lamblion.com/enewsletter2/v3_enewsletter_template_151209.html
 
The Christmas season is supposed to be a time of peace and goodwill to all people. Instead, the world appears to be on the brink of descending into utter chaos.
 
 Mass shootings by jihadi sleeper cells have become almost a weekly offence. Europe is being overrun by an Islamic invasion of Syrian refugees. Our universities are in upheaval over unsubstantiated claims of racism and calls to end free speech by Cry Bullies. Too many competing armies in Syria could accidentally spark a war bigger than the Middle East can hold. And, our current leaders' way of dealing with all of this mess are to hide in their own alternate reality called Climate Change.
 
 Jingle bells, anyone?
 
 These events have led our viewers to ask many questions concerning the Last Days. Lamb & Lion Ministries is peppered daily with these Bible prophecy questions, and we welcome them. We've taken some of the more common questions and concerns and answered them in this week's episode of our television program Christ in Prophecy. We've invited Gary Fisher of Lion of Judah Ministries to help us out.
 
We hope that our answers will provide you with some peace during these trying times.
 
Are we now living in the Tribulation?
 
Gary Fisher: If we are now living in the Tribulation, where is the one-world leader whom the Bible calls the Antichrist? The Antichrist is the First Seal Judgment of Revelation 6, and he is the very first event that happens from the very beginning of the Tribulation. 
 
Dr. Reagan: How can we have been living in the Tribulation for the past 50-60 years when Daniel and Revelation tell us the Tribulation is supposed to be seven years long?
 
Gary Fisher: In the very first few months of the Tribulation half the world's population will die. Horrible! When has that occurred?
 
Dr. Reagan: Concluding that we are now living in the Tribulation is what happens when one starts interpreting prophecies symbolically. A literal interpretation of the Bible proves we are not now living in the Tribulation.
 
Nathan Jones: I looked out of the window today and a third of the trees weren't burning, the water wasn't filled with blood, they're weren't dead bodies littering the landscape, and no one is trying to imprint 666 on my right hand or forehead. Those are part of what's supposed to happen during the Tribulation, and they're not happening today. It's obvious from taking a literal interpretation of the Bible that we are not now living in the Tribulation.
 
 Even if times are difficult, and they are, the Tribulation still lies ahead. We need to take comfort in the blessed hope that the Church is promised to be delivered from God's wrath by the Rapture.
 
Will Islam conquer the world, and if so, is the Antichrist then going to be a Muslim?
 
Gary Fisher: According to Daniel 9:26, the Antichrist will come from the people who destroyed the city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary, meaning the Temple. We know from history that it was the Romans and their Fifth Legion who destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD. So, if you want to take that verse literally, Daniel insists that the people would come from Rome, and possibly even the very city of Rome itself. In fulfillment of that prophecy, the Antichrist will then come from the people of Rome.
 
Dr. Reagan: Those who believe the Antichrist will instead come from the Middle East and be a Muslim would counter by saying those Roman legions were made up of people from the Middle East, and were not really made up of actual Romans. But, that's not true, and even if it was true, it was the Roman government who commanded that those troops be sent to destroy Jerusalem. The legions were under Roman leadership. It was a Roman decision to destroy Jerusalem and the Temple. Historically proven, the legions in reality were made up of actual Romans.
 
Gary Fisher: The Romans conscripted people along the way, but the majority of the army was still Roman. It was the Fifth Legion, and they are the ones who were responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem in fulfillment of Daniel 9.
 
Dr. Reagan: Supporters of an Eastern Antichrist would go on to claim that we've got to consider the fact that the Roman Empire ended up split into two divisions. There was the Western Empire and the Eastern Empire, therefore a Muslim could be the Antichrist coming out of the Eastern wing. They forget that the Eastern wing didn't develop until long after 70 AD.
 
Nathan Jones: I have a hard time believing that a Muslim will be the Antichrist because there are some prophetic wars coming up that will essentially destroy Islam. We are talking about the Psalm 83 War where Israel subjugates the neighbors directly bordering them. Following will be the Ezekiel 38-39 War, better known as the Gog and Magog War. That is the prophetic war where Russia leads an Islamic coalition made up of Iran, the 'Stan nations, Libya, Turkey and others. They all get together for the purpose of plundering and destroying Israel. Just when Israel's fate appears sealed, God steps in and supernaturally destroys all the invaders.
 
 We are at the point today where Russia already has made those allegiances. And, all the timing signals indicate these prophetic wars will happen before the Tribulation. If Islam is decimated by God before the Tribulation, it can no longer be a major player in the world and so produce the one-world leader.
 
Gary Fisher: If the Ezekiel 38-39 War occurs either before the Rapture, immediately after the Rapture, or the beginning of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will not have a Muslim army to command.
 
Dr. Reagan: First we've got the Psalm 83 War which destroys all the nations right around Israel. Then we've got the Gog and Magog War where God destroys the Islamic nations and Russia in the Middle East. There would be no Muslim army left in the Middle East by the time the Antichrist comes on the scene.
 
 There is another problem with the Muslim Antichrist view. Supporters always talk about how the Islamic Antichrist - the Mahdi - is going to unite the whole Muslim world, but that violates the Scriptures. The Scriptures teach that the Arab people are going to be a people who are always against each other. They will always be fighting against each other, and they have all throughout history. The Shiites and the Sunnis hate each other with a passion. Nobody is going to unite those two Islamic factions.
 
Nathan Jones: Plus the Antichrist is supposed to walk into the Temple, desecrate it, and declare himself to be God. No man can claim to be Allah in Islam. Doing so is absolute taboo in Islam. A Muslim can never claim himself to be God, for it means an instant death sentence.
 
Dr. Reagan: I think that is the strongest argument of all against the Muslim Antichrist view. Any Muslim who declare himself to be God would be killed immediately by other Muslims.
 
Gary Fisher: We're still dealing here with another issue - is God Jehovah or Allah? Which God does the Antichrist declare himself to be? If he declares himself as Allah, no Muslim would go up to a Jewish temple and worship Allah there.
 
Dr. Reagan: The prophet Daniel also says the Antichrist is going to make a peace treaty that is going to guarantee the safety of Israel for seven years, but we later learn in Scriptures will only be enforced for the first three and a half years of the Tribulation. Do you think the Israelis are going to put their faith in a Muslim Antichrist?
 
Nathan Jones: No, not really. Israel has been burned too many times by the Muslims to ever trust them.
 
Gary Fisher: No Israeli I have ever known would trust an Islamic leader.
 
Nathan Jones: Isn't it interesting how often people make the mistake of looking at Bible prophecy through the lens of the news, and not through the lens of the Bible. We've flipped good, biblical interpretation over when we interpret based on the current news reports. Sadly, it's becoming easier for everybody who has been jumping on that train because obviously Islam is rising in strength, but due to the end time wars, Islam's days are fairly numbered.
 
 
With Islam out of the picture, will the Church then conquer the world for Christ?
 
Dr. Reagan: A number of very prominent Christian leaders have recently taken the position that the Church is going to peacefully conquer the world. In fact, one of the most prominent Christian leaders in America has taken the position that he has a PEACE Plan which will allow the Church to take over the world. Then they propose the earth will experience the Millennium and the Lord will come at the end of that time. This view is just a revival of Post-Millennialism, which died out at the beginning of the 20th Century, but now it seems is coming back to mainstream Christian thinking.
 
Gary Fisher: I think this view can only be nonsense because the Church has had 2,000 years to try to achieve this. It begs the question, when are we going to get started? The Church was never called to conquer the world for Christ. The Church's mission is to occupy until Jesus returns. Jesus is the King, not the Church. The Church is not going to rule anything in this age.
 
 Jesus is going to be the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, and the Church is only here to be ambassadors for Him until He returns. What does an ambassador do? He comes from one country representing the values of his country in a country strange to him. Eventually the Church will be united in our own "country" here under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
 
Dr. Reagan: This is a view of the Church as a kingdom. The Church is going to rule the world and make it ready for Jesus Christ to come. He comes after the world is at peace, and not before. But, the Bible says that Christ's reign on earth is going to be via a Jewish kingdom. Once Jesus returns, He is going to regather the Jews from all over the world, reestablish them in Israel, and there are going to be Jewish believers in Christ acting as His priestly people. Then Jesus through the believing Jews is going to flow blessings to all the nations of the world. This Post-Millennial view just rules the Jews out completely.
 
Nathan Jones: This Kingdom Now, or Dominion Theology as it is also called, assumes that the Church is getting bigger and bigger and the world is getting better and better. While the Church is certainly growing, it is clearly not taking over the world. We are seeing Christianity in competition with Islam and other religions, and even Atheism is growing. We can't look at the world today and conclude that the Church has peacefully conquered the world for Christ, because it totally goes against what is really happening.
 
Dr. Reagan: This end times theory was completely proven false in the early 20th Century. At the end of the 19th Century most Christian leaders, both Protestant and Catholic, all took the position that the 20th Century was going to be the Century of the Church. The Church would finally conquer the world for Christ. The Church would then reign for a thousand years and finally Jesus would come. Almost everybody was Post-Millennial in their view in the 19th Century. Then, suddenly we had World War I, the Great Depression and World War II, and you couldn't find a Post-Millennialist anywhere after that.
 
Gary Fisher: War reminds us that man is fallen and can never on our own usher in a global utopia.
 
Nathan Jones: Post-Millennialism is great for missions. Churches love this view I think because they see their own church as an important cog in the missions wheel. The view inspired great missions work in the 1800's, but it's still not a biblical view about the conditions surrounding Jesus' return.
 
Dr. Reagan: Jesus in His own teachings pointed out that the vast majority of mankind will always reject the Gospel. Christianity will never take over the world. When Jesus comes back, He will conquer the world Himself and He will usher in His own reign.
 
Gary Fisher: The Church in the meantime ought to stick with what Jesus told us to do - go out and teach, make disciples, baptize, and wait on Him.
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Looking Forward, Looking Back - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
Faith. That isn't an easy thing to define, but the writer of Hebrews puts it this way. "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." Hebrews 11:1. The verses which follow this one name some of the people who heard God's voice and by faith obeyed Him. We read of Abel who gave a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, Enoch whose faith pleased God, Noah who by faith built an Ark and was protected through God's judgment, Abraham who left his home to go to the land God promised to him, and Sara who gave birth to Isaac even though she was well past her prime. There are more names on this list and the great things that were accomplished by faith are very impressive. These men and women are examples of how to live out our faith. They all looked forward to something greater that was ahead. "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." Hebrews 11:13. These men and women were pioneers on a road that would eventually lead to the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
Did those people know that God was more than a mere idol made of wood? Yes. Did they know of God's plan of salvation? They looked forward to their redemption and were obedient to God. The writer of Hebrews tells us "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward." Hebrews 11:24-26. Moses was born to Hebrew parents but raised by Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to leave the riches of Egypt in order to live among his own people. Why? He esteemed "the reproach of Christ" greater than anything in Egypt, yet at his time of history the Messiah was a promise that had yet to be fulfilled. All those listed in the "Hall of Faith" looked forward to the Messiah's appearing and believed the promise.
 
Another person who looked forward to the coming Redeemer was Job. Job is described as a man who was wealthy and loved his children. Job offered burnt sacrifices on their behalf in case they had cursed God. Suddenly Job's fortunes took a turn for the worse. He lost his wealth, all of his children died, his wife turned on him, and he had boils from head to toe. He also had friends who gave him all kinds of bad advice. Job eventually tired of their advice and made this statement "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God" Job 19:25-26. That's quite a statement from a man who lived around 2000 BC. Job didn't think or hope that his Redeemer lived, but he knew. He also knew that one day after he died that he would see God. That's faith. How did Job know? He paid attention to the invisible things that are clearly seen. Paul wrote to the Romans "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse" Romans 1:20. Though Job lived many centuries before Jesus was born, he had no doubt that his Redeemer lived and he looked forward to seeing God.
 
The Old Testament contains many prophecies. Some of these prophecies concern the birth, life, and crucifixion of the Messiah. Every one of them was fulfilled by Jesus. In a prophecy which God directed Isaiah to give to the very wicked King Ahaz, the virgin birth is foretold. "And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Isaiah 7:13-14. This was told to King Ahaz but directed to the entire House of David. Looking forward we find the fulfillment of this when Mary was obedient to God. "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost." Matthew 1:18. A woman who became pregnant prior to marriage was to be stoned, and Joseph was understandably upset. "But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: and knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS." Matthew 1:20-25. Joseph and Mary would eventually have children together, but until she gave birth to Jesus, she remained a virgin.
 
Bethlehem is where prophecy foretold that the Messiah would be born. There were two cities named Bethlehem but prophecy is specific as to which one would be the birthplace of our Lord. "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Micah 5:2. This was the City of David near Jerusalem. Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, but both were descendents of King David. When Caesar Augustus decreed that all the world would be taxed everyone had to return to his own city. "And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child." Luke 2:4-5. Because all of the inns were full, Joseph and Mary stayed in a stable and laid the newborn Saviour in a manger. 
 
These are but a few of the prophecies regarding Jesus' birth. There are many more that foretell that Joseph would take Him and Mary to Egypt, that there would be a massive murder of children because Herod wanted to kill the King of kings, that Messiah's earthly lineage would be through the Tribe of Judah and specifically the line of King David. All of these prophecies were fulfilled by Jesus. The men and women listed Hebrews chapter 11 and the many prophets who were given prophecy from God all looked forward to the coming Messiah. The disciples followed Jesus and wrote eyewitness accounts of what they saw and learned from Him. Peter was a witness to the Transfiguration, which was an amazing thing to see and hear, but he writes that prophecy is more sure. "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts. Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
 
It would have been wonderful to be with Jesus when, after His resurrection, He joined two disciples on the road to Emmaus. As they discussed the events of His death and the empty tomb, Jesus joined them. They didn't recognize Him, but He listened as they recounted the events of the past week and how they tried to make sense of it all. The thing they had forgotten to do was to look back into the prophecies that looked forward to the Messiah. The prophecies of His birth were fulfilled, so they should have known that those that foretold His death and resurrection would also be fulfilled. They needed to study the "pictures" God used to show the plan of salvation (the whole book of Ruth, the obedience of Abraham when he went to sacrifice his only son, and many more). They had looked forward to the Messiah, but couldn't comprehend that prophecy had been fulfilled before their eyes. Are we any different? Today we see end time prophecies being fulfilled but cannot comprehend that we are living in times foretold. "Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:" Luke 24:25. Prophecy is given to men in order to help us understand the future...or to understand the times in which we live. "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." Luke 24:27.What a Bible study that must have been! The thing is, it is available to us today. All we have to do is look back into Scripture and study. There is no excuse for not believing that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, our Redeemer, God incarnate. There is no excuse for being blind to the times in which we live.
 
"Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." John 1:45. Philip recognized Him because he had understood the Law and the prophets. Then he shared his discovery with Nathanael. Have you found Him? If so, share Him with others. Jesus' words to His disciples just before He ascended need to be heeded by each Christian today. "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." Acts 1:8. We are His witnesses. It is up to each one of us to look back and study  "Moses in the law, and the prophets" and tell others that we found Him. We also need to study prophecy and look forward to His calling us in the Rapture and warn those who reject Jesus what they will face, according to prophecy, during Daniel's 70th week. Study that prophecy and Jesus' words in the Olivet Discourse. Study the book of the Revelation and warn those who are lost. God does not want anyone to perish, but wants everyone to come to redemption through Jesus. There is no other way.
 
So, look back into prophecy in order to look forward and know what is soon to take place.
 
God bless you all, 
 
Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
 
Ron Graham's previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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Daily Jot: Living water for those who thirst - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
On a trip to Ghana, West Africa a few years ago, we were driving along to find some kids playing in a filthy, mirky gathering of water. It was the same water that the nomad Fulani tribesmen (associated with the Islamic terror group Boko Haram) had driven their cattle through. It was the same water that local villagers drew from for drinking and cooking. Most of us wouldn't put our hand in it, let alone wade in it or play in it, let alone drink it. But this is every day life for some in the rural areas of Ghana. It is where The Daily Jot reaches out with its ministry partner Redeem West Africa to bring the gospel along with food and clothing as an alternative to the fast growing Muslim population in the area. 
 
Last year, we distributed water purification kits to rural villages in response to the Ebola breakout that threatened the area. This project was very successful and received government accolades for helping abate the problem. This year, we have been working on a new project--a well to provide potable water to a rural area. You see, This teeming mass of needy rural folks, forming 70% of the nation's population of some 27 million, lives on daily basis without running water. For most, mainly women and children, the day begins with a trek of several miles in search of water for survival. They carry whatever they can, irrespective of its unwholesomeness, in huge containers balanced artistically on their head.
 
William Agbeti, our ministry partner in Ghana for 23 years, writes: "The few water bodies they can utilize as sources of drinking water have multiple uses and multiple users.These water bodies are used by both animals and humans, and for both laundry (items are washed directly in the waters) and for swimming. In most areas, Fulani herdsmen drive their cattle right into the water bodies to quench the thirst of the animals; and nobody has the guts to stop them. Any opposition to their inhuman acts can easily lead to instant loss of lives! The situation gives rise to water-borne diseases and preventable deaths from contaminated water; not excepting rape of women and kidnapping of children along the way."
 
We have worked together to drill a well 370 feet deep that will provide enough clean water for folks miles around. The water flow is strong and it meets all but two of the purity requirements of the World Health Organization and the Ghana government. Already news of the well has caused families to line up and wait for the water. Trouble is, we have to install a commercial reverse osmosis filtering system to meet the government requirements. We need your assistance for this project. Our plan is to give water to the needy as a ministry outreach and offset the cost of operation by selling to commercial interests. 
 
Children from the village came to fetch water from the new well. Previously, they were getting water from an abandoned septic tank filled with dirty rain and surface water.
For each drop, cup or gallon of water we give out to those most in need, including Muslims, we will be doing so in Jesus' name--to show and practically express the love of God. 
 
Would you please join us to accomplish this divine mission? As God says in Isaiah 41:17: "When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst"--like it is happening in rural and even in most parts of urban and suburban Ghana today,--"I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Thanks to your partnership with us in this rural area, clean water will be given in the name of Jesus to the satisfaction of both physical and spiritual thirst.
 
The Daily Jot
5257 Buckeystown Pike #314
Frederick, Md. 21704
 
Or you can donate online securely by going to:
 
Donate Securely Online Here
 
We appreciate you and your devotion to the Lord. Thank you for standing with us because together. Thanks to your gift, we will be able to extend the basic need for life to those in rural Ghana in the name of Christ.
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Daily Devotion: You Have a Savior - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people." -Luke 2:10
 
When the angel delivered his heavenly announcement to the shepherds, he started with, "Do not be afraid." But the shepherds, along with all of Israel, lived in frightening times. They were under the reign of King Herod, who was a tyrant. Their land was under Roman occupation. There was fear about the future. Would Rome ever leave? Would they ever be free? Would the Messiah ever come?
 
Then suddenly there were angels announcing to the shepherds that the Messiah had come: "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people" (Luke 2:10). Having angels appear was frightening in itself. Angels were awe-inspiring beings. That is why, when we read of angelic appearances in the Bible, we often see them starting with, "Fear not."
 
The message of Christmas is fear not. Have joy. As commentator Ray Stedman said, "The chief mark of the Christian ought to be the absence of fear and the presence of joy."
 
Yet it can be difficult for us to have joy because we are surrounded by sadness. With all the tragedies in the world, all the acts of terrorism, and all the problems we have, how can we have good tidings of great joy? The answer is this: "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11).
 
No matter what happens in life, remember this: You have a Savior. As a Christian, you have been saved from death. You have been saved from eternal punishment and hell. You have the hope that when you die, you will go straight to heaven. That is the most important thing about the Christian life. There is a Heaven waiting for you. You have a Savior.
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The Truth about Christmas:
Naughty or Nice?
NOW SHIPPING!!!
 
For most of the world, Christmas has become little more than an annual exercise in spending money we don't have, to buy things for need for people who don't need it! 
Christmas is certainly the most gift giving time of the year, but it seems that the true meaning and purpose for Christmas have become lost. Traditionally, Christmas was the time of the year set aside to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. However, these days, many people have no idea that Jesus is associated with Christmas. Furthermore, for the last several years, the world has attempted to completely strip any mention of Christ from Christ-mas. With the banning of singing traditional Christmas songs in our schools, and preventing public nativity displays in our cities, and many retailers replacing merry Christmas with happy holidays, the question needs to be asked, should a believer even celebrate Christmas?
 
The debate about whether or not Christians should celebrate Christmas has been raging for centuries. There are equally sincere and committed Christians on both sides of the issue, each with multiple reasons why or why not Christmas should be celebrated in Christian homes. Many evangelical Christians believe that Christmas is a pagan celebration dressed up in "Christian clothes." While many Christians mark Christmas as a special day to worship Christ and give thanks for His entrance into the world, they reject anything to do with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, exchanging gifts, and the like.
But what does the Bible say? Does the Bible give clear direction as to whether Christmas is a holiday to be celebrated by Christians?
Join us as we examine the origins and meanings behind our Christmas traditions in this informative Bible based video. 
 
The Truth about Christmas: Naughty or Nice?
 
Click Here To Order This New Video
 
Or write us at:

 Prophecy Update
P.O. Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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	The Burden of Damascus and The Psalm 83 War - Preview



Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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