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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	12/14/14
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
US, Europe pressing PA to continue security cooperation with Israel 
UN rights official asks Israel to curb rise in protest fatalities 
Ya'alon thanks outgoing US Secretary of Defense Hagel for assistance to Israeli security 
PLO, Fatah leaders to meet Sunday to discuss response to death of minister 
Israeli settlements squeezing Palestinian tourism, officials say
UK to send hundreds of troops to Iraq 
Two US soldiers killed by Taliban bomb near Kabul 
Islamic State storms town in western Iraq, kills 19 
Militants Kill 23 in Attacks in Afghanistan 
Suicide bomber destroys bus carrying soldiers in Afghan capital 
Baltics up defence spending as Russia buzzes borders
Russian military jet turns off transponders in near miss with passenger jet, Sweden says
Taiwanese Navy showcases new 'killer' stealth warship
Killing calmed me down': Brazilian man admits murdering more than 40 people for 'fun
Immigrants flock to workshops after Obama reprieve 
Marchers in Washington, New York, Boston protest police killings
Senate passes temporary 5-day spending bill to avert partial shutdown
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits the Pacific-Antarctic Ridge 
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 16,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft
Indonesia Declares Three-Month Emergency After Deadly Mudslide
Desperate volunteers dig with bare hands as Indonesian mudslides claim scores of victims
Holy tornado! Rare twister rips through L.A.
Tame tornadoes: Quietest 3 years for twisters on record
'Creeping humanitarian crisis' in drought-hit Central America: UN
Breakdown of negotiations in Peru puts Climate Change Convention in peril
Teaching creationism makes kids less intelligent, says Bill Nye
French parliament readies new end-of-life legislation
Ten states, District of Columbia allow minors to buy e-cigarettes - CDC
New York orders insurers to cover gender reassignment surgery
12/13/14


UN Security Council urges calm in wake of PA minister's death

Portugal's Parliament Calls to Recognize 'Palestine'

Security separation fence needed in Jerusalem

Palestinian attacks family of 6, including young children, with acid

Kerry speaks to Abbas, seeks to avert UN Palestinian showdown

US's Kerry, Russia's Lavrov discuss Middle East, including Israel

Russia says US destroying 'carcass of cooperation' with Ukraine law

Ukraine cheers US vote for military aid, Russia outraged

Putin the Great, and the collapse of the Russian economy

Egyptian jihadis pledge allegiance to Isis

IDF official: Israel must foster unlikely alliances with regional neighbors to combat ISIS threat

Islamic State target of 27 strikes by US allies

EU bans export of jet fuel to Syria

ISIS published female sex slave handbook

ISIS: Enslaving, having sex with 'unbelieving' women, girls is OK

Merkel condemns racism as Dresden anti-Islam marches grow

US Congress authorizes $577 billion in defense spending

Drone revolution hovers on the horizon

Drones 'could be used as flying bombs for terror attack on passenger jet'

Drone flying 20ft from passenger jet was at 'serious risk of collision', say investigators

Spy Drone hacks WiFi networks, listens to calls

Congress quietly expands NSA powers for spying on Americans

FBI warns of possible Iranian cyber attack on US defense and energy institutions

UK airspace closed due to air traffic control failure

Sony suspends film shoots after hackers hit payments

Wristband Turns Your Arm Into a Touch Screen

3 teens, man shot outside Portland, Oregon, high school

US Senate delays vote on $1.1 trillion spending bill

Boehner's Spending Deals Have Increased Debt $3.8T in 3.8 Years

Dow caps off brutal week with 315-point drop

Oil plunges again, reaches recession-level depths

Oil price slump to trigger new US debt default crisis as Opec waits

Falling Oil Prices Push Venezuela Deeper Into China's Orbit

Paying Down The Debt Is Now Almost Mathematically Impossible

DHS: 100 Million Americans Could Lose Power in Major Sun Storm

5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Pangai, Tonga

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Iquique, Chile

5.1 magnitude earthquake hits the Northern Mid-Atlantic Ridge

5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Do Gonbadan, Iran

5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kota Ternate, Indonesia

4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland

4.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland

Bardarbunga: How a volcanic explosion could trigger the next French Revolution

Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 16,000ft

Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 15,000ft

Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 14,000ft

Landslide in Indonesia's central Java kills 3, 108 missing

Storm brings relief, but also triggers mudslides, floods and outages

California Would Need Five More Super Storms to Quell Drought

Widespread Flu Shuts Down Entire School District

Pro-Life Advocates Skeptical That Spending Bill Will Lead to Obamacare Abortion Transparency

UK stages a mass face-sitting protest against new porn restrictions
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. In show of strength, Hamas stages massive military parade in Gaza
1. The 1,300-year-old apocalyptic prophecy that predicted a war between an Islamic army and 'infidel horde' in Syria and is fueling ISIS's brutal killers
1. ISIS: Prelude to Apocalypse
1. God Always Has and Ever Will Have a Faithful Remnant
1. The girl from Nazareth
1. Featured Article: Paul's Letter to The Galatians - Part 5  
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As you consider your gift giving this season, and your end of the year support, please add PROPHECY UPDATE to your list. You can help us end this year strong and start the new year on track. 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE - THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!
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In show of strength, Hamas stages massive military parade in Gaza - Elior Levy - http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4603331,00.html 
 
 
Hamas has in recent days stepped up its attempts at psychological warfare against Israel, test firing rockets out to sea, posting leaked videos of IDF investigations - and on Sunday staging a massive military parade in the Gaza Strip to mark the 27th anniversary of its creation. 
 
The parade from the organization that has controlled the Gaza Strip for the past seven years included various units from its military wing, including a rocket unit and its naval commandos.
 
As part of its propaganda drive, Hamas issued a video in which a silhouetted figure shows up at the end. Hamas claims that the figure is Mohammed Deif, the founder of the military wing who was targeted by the IDF during the summer conflict.
 
It is impossible to establish whether this is really Deif, whom some in the defense establishment believe was killed in Gaza in August. In the background of the purported appearance plays a speech Deif gave during Operation Pillar of Defense in 2012.
 
Among the speakers at the rally was Hamas military wing spokesman Abu Obeida, who became a familiar name during Operation Protective Edge over the summer. 
 
"Hamas was able to stop the ambitions of the Zionist enterprise and because of that, it is today on the verge of collapsing and disappearing," he said.
 
"We will not lay down our weapons until we use them to enter the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Hamas and its battalions know how to write history. For many years we have produced the al-Qassam army that you and the world sees, the combat units that today are taking part in this spectacular demonstration."
 
Turning to the Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails, Abu Odeida announced that their release was close. 
 
"The day on which they see the light of freedom is closer than ever. Stay patient and steadfast and keep strengthening your brother fighters," he said.
 
Abu Obeida also mocked Israel for Hamas ultimately forcing it to release the prisoners. 
 
"Yes, you captured 45 prisoners out of those released in the Shalit deal, judged them in your courts and bestowed on them long or life sentences. Judge all you want and deliver years in prison and life sentences, but you will not get to decide their exits for the first time in history. These heroes will be freed and their brothers released at a time that is not of your planning, and this time close."
 
The Hamas spokesman said the Knesset law to prevent prisoner exchange deals was not worth the paper it was written on. "The hands that voted to approve it will be the ones to annul it," he said.
 
Regarding the now-stagnant rehabilitation of the Gaza Strip, Abu Obeida said that, "our loss of patience on the issue of rehabilitation implies that Israel will not deliver and an explosion is imminent. Our people will not agree to the issue being forgotten. We will not accept anything less than rehabilitation of the damage caused by the Zionist aggression against Gaza." 
 
He thanked Qatar, Turkey and Iran for standing by Hamas' side and the side of the organization's military wing.
 
Hamas leader Khalil al-Haya, who had one son killed in Operation Cast Lead in 2008 and another in Protective Edge this summer, made an anticipated fiery speech. 
 
"After 27 years, Hamas holds aircraft and holds the sea. It has the ability to penetrate the enemy by sea, land and air. Anyone who thinks that Israel is here to stay is wrong. All of Palestine is Islamic land and no one will share it. Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine and the center of the conflict. "
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The 1,300-year-old apocalyptic prophecy that predicted a war between an Islamic army and 'infidel horde' in Syria and is fuelling ISIS's brutal killers - Emma Glanfield - http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2786039/The-1-300-year-old-apocalyptic-prophecy-predicted-war-Islamic-army-infidel-horde-Syria-fuelling-ISIS-s-brutal-killers.html 
 
 
Prophecy predicted war between Islamic army and 'infidel horde' in Syria
Ancient Sunni Muslim tale refers to 'horde' flying 80 banners before battle
Prophecy said to be fundamental part of ISIS ideology and fuel to recruit 
 
An ancient prophecy romanticized by ISIS militants warns of a battle between an Islamic army and an 'infidel horde' in Syria which will herald the destruction of the world.
 
The 1,300-year-old hadith, which is a report of the deeds, teachings and sayings of the Prophet Mohammed, refers to the 'horde' flying 80 banners as they take on a Muslim army in the Syrian town of Dabiq.
 
It warns of a 'malahim' - the equivalent to Armageddon in Christian teachings - in which the Muslims ultimately prevail. 
 
The prophecy is said to be a fundamental part of Islamic State's ideology and is being used to fuel recruitment of jihadists who believe they are on the 'cusp of history'.
 
ISIS supporters on social media have started comparing recent developments in Syria to the prophecy amid warnings the 'malahim' is coming.
 
Islamic State fighters are said to have drawn on the prophecy even more so since conquering Dabiq in August and the town's name has become a byword for the struggle against the West.
 
The terrorist group has even named its official magazine 'Dabiq', in which it pushes its extremist views and reports victories.
  
Supporters appear to be convinced of the prophecy's validity, with one writing on Twitter: 'Dabiq will happen for certain.
 
'The U.S. and its allies will descend on Syria once they see that the air campaign has failed. That is a promise by God and his Messenger.'
 
Another, from Tunisia, wrote. 'The lions of Islam have raised the banner of the Caliphate in Dabiq. Now they await the arrival of the Crusader army.'
 
Shadi Hamid, a fellow at the Brookings Institute, said the hadith is heavily relied upon by ISIS because it 'raises morale'.
 
He said: 'It is fair to assume that the vast majority of (ISIS) fighters believe in this type of talk.' 
 
It comes as U.S.-led airstrikes continue in Kobani, where ISIS militants have been fighting with Kurdish forces to take hold.
 
In the wake of the ongoing conflict, President Barack Obama met with military commanders to discuss fears that airstrikes alone may not be enough to stop the fanatics.
 
'As I've indicated from the start, this is not something that is going to be solved overnight,' he said.
 
Pentagon spokesman Rear Admiral John Kirby added: 'Airstrikes alone are not going to do this, not going to fix this, not going to save the town of Kobani.
 
'We know that. And we've been saying that over and over again.' 
 
The ancient hadith has been passed down in different versions over the last 1,000 years but in all cases it has centered on a battle between a Muslim army and the forces of non-believers.
 
Prophecy has played a role in the movement's ideology since its early days as Al-Qaeda in Iraq under Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.
 
Before Zarqawi was killed in Iraq in a U.S. airstrike in 2006 and long before his movement evolved into ISIS he was already referring to the epic battle in Dabiq.
 
'The spark has been ignited in Iraq, and its flames will grow until they burn the Crusader armies in Dabiq,' he once said.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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ISIS: Prelude to Apocalypse - By Elwood McQuaid - http://www.christianpost.com/news/isis-prelude-to-apocalypse-131130/ 
 
 
Standing atop a mountain plateau in the stark Judean wilderness, one can look down at the remains of Roman siege camps that eventually trapped some 960 Jewish men, women and children who had fled Jerusalem to Masada while the Romans slaughtered Jews by the thousands in the Holy City in A.D. 70.
 
Masada stands as a stark testimonial to a chapter in history most thought would never happen again. The scope of Roman savagery is a study in the fallen nature of godless, corrupt tyrants who have no regard for human life.
 
However, almost 2,000 years later, Christians and an estimated 40,000 people of the Yazidi sect sat trapped last summer on another mountain, awaiting death by starvation, exposure or execution while praying for deliverance. The United Nations estimated that 5,000 Yazidi men were executed and bulldozed into mass graves, while 7,000 women were being kept as slaves. This horror involves the annihilation of Christians and others who refuse to submit to the demands of the jihadist ISIS hordes running rampant through Iraq and Syria.
 
ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq and Syria) is a barbaric terrorist group bent on establishing an Islamic caliphate throughout the Middle East. It then plans to move west to create a global Islamic empire. Christians and Jews are marked for annihilation unless they convert to Islam, as are dissenting Muslims and anyone else refusing to submit to ISIS' outrageous demands.
 
ISIS' stunning barbarism has been displayed in the beheadings of five Western hostages including three Americans. The executions are reminiscent of the slaying of Wall Street Journal journalist Daniel Pearl by Pakistani terrorists linked to al-Qaeda in 2002.
 
Beyond this reprehensible savagery is an inflexible ideology. There is no appealing to these people. They will not cede to Western demands. Establishing a triumphant, global Islamist caliphate is their goal, and spreading fear among their enemies is their tactic to silence opposition, as is making their enemies believe concessions equivalent to surrender will bring peace.
ISIS' satanically motivated mass murderers demand acceptance of their concept of Islam. Failing to comply brings death. Being killed for refusing to renounce one's faith in Christ means decapitation, crucifixion or an assortment of demonically concocted horrors designed to inflict the most appalling torture achievable.
 
In the pagan world of the ancients, watching ravenous beasts tear the innocent limb by limb was a blood sport that entertained the masses. People who delight in murdering, raping and ravishing the helpless, as ISIS does, are driven by the same passion as their ancient counterparts: they love to kill. Their lust for carnage, however, is disguised as a commitment to religion. They do it in the name of their god. Early Christians assembled in small groups on the floors of pagan theaters and arenas because they would not trade their faith for freedom, and they were murdered as a result. The same was true of believers who were bound to stakes, waiting for flames to consume them because they refused to forsake their Savior.
 
No one anticipated that the most egregious crimes against Christians would be perpetrated in our lifetime. The evil equals or exceeds that of previous eras. Open Doors USA serves the worldwide persecuted church. Each year it compiles its World Watch List. In no fewer than 50 countries, Christians suffer extreme to moderate persecution. In Nigeria, the Islamic Boko Haram terrorists' brutal abductions and assaults on schools, churches and entire Christian communities have forced even the silent mainstream liberal media to report on them.
 
If the secular media's silence is due to its ideological prejudice or animosity toward Christianity, how does one explain the muteness of the majority of American Christians? Christians should be speaking out because the jihadists who now seem far away proclaim their intent daily for America. There is no better statement on the perils of apathy than that of German Protestant Pastor Martin Niemöller, whose outspoken opposition to Adolf Hitler earned him seven years in a fetid Nazi concentration camp:
 
First they came for the Socialists,
and I did not speak out-
Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists,
and I did not speak out-
Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews,
and I did not speak out-
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me-
and there was no one left to speak for me.
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God Always Has and Ever Will Have a Faithful Remnant - By Tucker Whitaker and Andy Coticchio - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/wc3.html 
Excerpted from Jesus Is Coming by W.E.B. (William Eugene Blackstone, published in 1878).
In 1 Corinthians 5:6-9, here then we are most emphatically taught not only that the world is growing no better, but that the professing church itself will lose its saltiness, becoming nominal and lukewarm, fit only to be spewed out of the Masters mouth (Revelation 3:16). The entire teaching of the Word of God, we believe, agrees with this.
And we have but to take an unprejudiced survey of the church even now, to see the truth of it. The loss of spiritual power in the different branches of the great nominal church has not resulted from the casting out of truth, but from imbibing and internal workings of false doctrine, which, like leaven, has fermented the mass. Little by little the ordinary Bishop of Rome has developed into an infallible Pope.
Image worship, the confessional, world conformity and post-millennialism have all worked out their enormous growth like the little leaven in the meal. How do the great Papal and Greek churches in their stateliness, formality, popularity and spiritual weakness of today, compare with the despised Nazarene and His followers (1 John 4:7), or the persecuted, consecrated and godly congregations (Ecclesia) of the first two centuries?
And are not the present evangelical denominations, by worldly conformity and creeping doubts regarding the inspiration of the word, etc., dangerously trending in the same direction? How very few of the members in them are today crying out for separation in holiness. Surely, no one can fail to see the corrupting influences of the leaven permeating them. We realize that this is an awful fact.
It's not even pleasant to state it. But, while Noah's preaching was not pleasant to them that heard it, still it was true and the flood did come. Likewise the prophesying of Jeremiah was exceedingly unpleasant, but it was true and was followed by the terrible fate of the city, and the Babylonian captivity.
The preaching of Jesus was at times of fearful severity (Matthew 11:20-24, 18:7-9, 23:13-15; 23:27-33), but was it not true? So would we humbly and faithfully proclaim the Word of God. We would cry aloud and spare not (Isaiah 58:1), fully believing that, upon an apostate church (2 Timothy 4:2-4), rebellious and murderers Israel (Matthew 27:25), and a sinful world, the day of darkness is coming (Joel 1:15, Amos 5:18-20, 2 Peter 2:17).
But even in the darkness, so gloomy for the ungodly, there is hope - bright, glorious hope for the faithful (1 Thessalonians 5:4-8). For God always has had, and ever will have a faithful remnant. [Emphasis mine] There were those, in blind unbelieving Israel, who waited for and accepted the Messiah. (Luke 2, see Anna and Simeon etc...) So there will be those in the church who will wait for (1 Thessalonians 1:10) and welcome the coming bridegroom (Matthew 25:10).
And there will be a remnant in Israel, who passing through the darkness and fire (Zechariah 13:9), will you accept their King. (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 9:27; Romans 11: 25, 26). And there shall even be a remnant (residue or remainder) among the Gentiles (ungodly world) who shall seek after the Lord (Acts 15:1, 17).
Words of Grace for Strength
"God always has had, and ever will have a faithful remnant!" This thesis put forth by Blackstone in 1878 is perhaps truer today than it ever has been. For the remnant of Israel is found in its first fruits, those Jewish followers of Christ who are the foundation of the early church in Acts, continuing even today in the Messianic Jews within the Body of Christ, the true church.
And the true church, the church in Acts, is biblically described as believing Jew and Gentile together as a new creation (Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 3:6). And so we find in Revelation 2 and 3 evidence of a remnant true church, His remnant church, which has the attitude and practices of the church in Acts, a church willing to suffer for the cause of Christ, who hold fast to His name and remain faithful, whose love and service and faith and patience are born out in their works, who have kept their lives pure, and have their doors open, teaching the Truth of the Word of God.
Unfortunately, tragically, we find a picture of the "church" today in (Revelation 3:14-22) the church at Laodicea. The pursuit of personal wealth and luxurious living proliferates incessantly while people with poverty-stricken souls are dying eternally because no one shares with them the riches of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Those within this "church" are wearing crowns rather than bearing the cross, they pursue self-satisfaction rather than sanctification, and they teach tolerance and compromise rather than commitment and separation. Today people become more emotionally stirred over politics, television, and sports than they do about Jesus Christ. People are concerned only with temporal things, success and materialism, and having almost no thought of spiritual need they cater only to their bodies, which in a few short years will return to dust.
Accumulating rather than forsaking they lay up treasures on earth rather than in heaven. This is the hallmark of the apostate, humanistic, mainstream, denominational, prosperity, word of faith, emergent, institutional "churches" today. Their attitude is that there is nothing too good for the people of God and if they don't pamper themselves who will? How heartbreaking it is to see that this is the state of the "church" today on the very eve of Christ's return.
But, "God always has had, and ever will have a faithful remnant!" And the simple fact remains, ever constant, that God's sovereignty, power and might, remain undiminished; the glory of His light undimmed. It is humanity, in the form of a failing or weakening "church," which loses power, which shines less brightly. It is up to the remnant, His remnant church, to remain true and to cast light upon a dim and darkening world. Christ calls us to humbly serve Him in these last days, preferring others before ourselves.
Are you living in light of His soon return? Are you serving Christ as a part of His remnant of true followers today? The Lord's power is sufficient, and more than so. It is we who will fall short if we waver from His will, His Word and His way. There is no help for us if not from the Lord; there is no hope for us if not for the Lord. Serve Him.
Jesus is Coming Soon!
Even So Come.
Dr. Tuck Whitaker and Andy Coticchio
Rafter Cross Ministries
www.evensocome.org  
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The girl from Nazareth - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2014/12/the-girl-from-nazareth/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie advises striking balance regarding the Virgin Mary
 
An aspect of the Christmas story a lot of people have trouble with is that Jesus, the son of God, was supernaturally conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary. According to a survey done by The Barna Group, 85 percent of the Christians surveyed believe that Jesus Christ was born to a virgin. The study also found that 75 percent of the non-Christians polled also believed that Jesus was born of a virgin.
 
If you don't believe this foundational biblical truth, then you cannot be a Christian. To question the virgin birth is to question the Bible, which clearly teaches it. To question the virgin birth is to question the deity of Christ. If Jesus was not supernaturally conceived in the womb of Mary, then he was not God. And if He was not God, then his death on the cross really meant nothing at all.
 
For those who would suggest that the virgin birth is impossible, they are essentially denying what the Scriptures teach, because the Bible teaches that God can and will do miracles when and where he chooses. So we must believe that God in human form came in the way the Bible tells us he did. Belief in the virgin birth is essential for a Christian.
 
Yet it seems as though people either honor (and in some cases even deify) Mary, or they ignore her altogether. We need to find the right balance in how we look at this special and godly woman. In the New Testament, Mary is never presented as the principal figure. Jesus is. All New Testament references to her are directly connected to him. Yet the fact that she is constantly associated with him does give her a place of prominence and importance.
 
Some Bible commentators believe that Mary was as young as 12, perhaps not much older than 14. Mary lived in Nazareth, a nothing town in the middle of nowhere. Had she lived her life as many other teens of her time, she would have married a poor man and given birth to numerous poor children. She never would have traveled more than a few miles from her home, and she would have died like thousands of others before her.
 
Nazareth was one of those places that someone would pass through rather than go to. It was simply a place that was on the way to another place. Nazareth was sort of the Barstow of the Middle East, a place to fuel up, get a bite to eat and keep moving.
 
It also was a wicked place, a place where pagan temples were raised and Roman soldiers would go about their ungodly living.
 
It was to this wicked, wretched little place, to this unknown girl living in a relatively unknown city, that God sent the angel Gabriel to deliver the message that she would bring about the most known event in human history, an event that literally divided human time.
 
Without question there is no other person who has ever lived on this earth who had such a unique relationship with Jesus as his mother, Mary. Of course, she literally had him inside her womb, and she later embraced him in her heart as Savior.
 
And although Mary was a godly woman, she was still a member of the human race, which means that she was a sinner. In fact, it was Mary herself who said in the Magnificat, her song of praise to God, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior" (Luke 1:46-57 NKJV). Mary needed a Savior, just like everyone else does.
 
Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus" (Luke 1:30-31).
 
Poor Mary. Her head must have been swimming at that point: How am I going to explain this to Joseph? "Joseph, I'm pregnant. You know how the Scriptures talk about the Messiah coming to the virgin? I am that virgin. Everything is cool."
 
Indeed, when Joseph found out he was devastated. He was espoused to Mary, which was almost like being married. It was a very serious part of the marriage process, and if you broke your vows during that time, it was like getting a divorce. Under Mosaic Law, Joseph could have had Mary put to death by stoning. But Joseph loved Mary and decided that he would put her away privately and spare her the embarrassment.
 
But God had different plans. And according to Matthew's gospel, Gabriel appeared to Joseph one night while he was sleeping and told him the whole story. Gabriel said, "Do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins" (Matthew 1:20-21). God had clearly spoken to Mary, and he confirmed it through Joseph.
 
Martin Luther said, "[God] might have gone to Jerusalem and picked out Caiaphas' daughter, who was fair, rich, clad in gold-embroidered raiment, and attended by a retinue of maids waiting. But God preferred a lowly maid from a mean town."
 
Maybe you live in a "mean town" right now. Maybe you are the sole outspoken Christian in a family that is hostile toward the gospel. Or maybe you see that same hostility and resistance in your workplace. Or maybe you feel obscure and uncared for. In fact, maybe you're wondering whether it's even possible to live a godly life anymore when it seems as though everyone is compromising - even so-called committed Christians.
 
The same God who gave Mary the power to live a godly life will give you the power to do so as well. Mary lived a godly life in an ungodly place - and so can you.
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PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS AND YEAR END GIVING - THANKS!
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Paul's Letter to The Galatians - Part 5 - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/verse-by-verse/galatians-part-5/ 
 
 
Part 5.  The conclusion of Paul's case against combining Law and Grace
 
We've arrived at the final chapter of Paul's letter to the Galatians, where Paul has presented a strong case against combining Law and Grace. In effect, he has said the two are like oil and water; they don't mix. Jesus died to set us free from the Law. Therefore, believers who place themselves under the Law are denying the sufficiency of the cross. A little Law mixed into Grace is like a little yeast mixed into a batch of dough. Both eventually permeate everything and cause irreversible changes.
 
Galatians 6
 
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:1-2).
 
In 1 Cor. 5:1-5 Paul took the Corinthian church to task for allowing a man to carry on a relationship with his father's wife in their midst. They apparently thought they were expressing the Lord's love by being tolerant, but he told them such behavior was not acceptable in a Christian fellowship and that as a group they should exclude the man from their fellowship.
 
Later, in 2 Cor. 2:5-11, Paul said their unified approach to this problem had worked and it was time to forgive and comfort the man, and reaffirm their love for him. He said they should do this in order that Satan would not outwit them after all. In other words, their failure to restore him would result in just as much a victory for Satan as their earlier failure to exclude him had been.
 
Paul's advice to the Corinthians gives us a model of the proper way for a fellowship to deal with sin in their midst. But in Galatians 6:1-2 he was speaking to individuals. Individual believers are called to gently restore those who are caught in sin, being careful not to become ensnared themselves. In this way we support each other because none of us can know when we'll be the ones needing support.
 
Paul mentioned the "Law of Christ" only here and in 1 Cor 9:21 where Paul said, "To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law."
 
The Bible offers no specific definition of what Christ's Law is, but I believe it refers to His statement in John 15:9-12. 
 
"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you."
 
In these references, both Paul and Jesus distinguished between the Law of God (my Father's commands) and the Law of Christ ( Love each other as I have loved you.) Therefore I believe Galatians 6:2 is saying by lending spiritual support to a brother caught in sin and gently restoring Him we are fulfilling the Lord's command to love each other as He has loved us. He always favors reconciliation and restoration.
 
If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each one should carry their own load. Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor (Galatians 6:3-6).
 
In these verses Paul identified the temptation he was warning them against in Galatians 6:1-2, and it's the danger of thinking we're spiritually superior to the brother or sister we're trying to restore. Thinking we're any better than someone else is self deception. The only valid evaluation is self evaluation. The exception is when the Lord gives us a deeper understanding about Scripture we're being taught. In that case we should share it with our instructor so he or she can benefit from it as well.
 
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers (Galatians 6:7-10).
 
We've all heard Galatians 6:7 used out of context. Now let's learn what it really means. Paul had to be warning us that adopting an attitude of spiritual superiority in the process of restoring a brother who has sinned turns it into a work of the flesh that mocks God and makes us no better than an unbeliever. Otherwise, his statement here would be in direct contradiction to his other statements that our inheritance is guaranteed from the time we believe (2 Cor. 1:21-22, 2 Cor 5:5, Ephes 1:13-14, Ephes 4:30), and that God does not attribute our sins to us but the sin nature that lives in us (Romans 7:18-20).
 
We're accustomed to having our leaders make statements that contradict things they've said before, but God is not like that. When He commissioned people to write His word, the Holy Spirit placed in their minds what He wanted them to say (2 Tim. 3:16). That way He could make sure they didn't contradict themselves or each other.
 
By lifting Galatians 6:7 out of its context we could conclude that Paul was saying our salvation depends on our behavior and we can't allow ourselves to grow weary of doing good if we want to reap eternal life. But because of his strong and clear statements about our security in the Lord, we can be sure that's not what he meant. He had to be speaking in the context of Galatians 6:1-6.
 
Our motivation in helping others who have slipped or stumbled should always be the desire to do good in the eyes of the Lord. The harvest we will reap by not growing tired of doing good to all people will come in the form of treasure in heaven our good deeds help us accumulate (Matt. 6:19-21).
 
See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! (Galatians 6:11).
 
Paul wanted the Galatian churches to be sure this letter had been written personally by him. He was concerned that his enemies would circulate forgeries in an attempt to lead new believers astray. This actually happened in Thessalonica. Between Paul's first and second letters, the Thessalonians had received a forgery saying the Day of the Lord had already come (2 Thes. 2:1-2). 2nd Thessalonians is Paul's rebuttal to that forgery. Because of his poor eyesight, Paul usually had someone like Timothy write for him, but when he wanted there to be no doubt as to the authorship of a message, he wrote it himself.
 
Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ.  Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh.  May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation (Galatians 6:12-15).
 
As we know, the Judaizers who hounded Paul and tried to undo his teaching on Grace were also converts to Christianity. Many were Pharisees who were trying to combine Judaism and Christianity. Teaching this kind of hybrid theology kept them out of trouble with Jewish congregations they visited; the kind of trouble Paul always encountered on his visits to them.
 
Paul was reminding the Galatians that the Judaizers who were trying to bring them under the Law were unable to keep the Law themselves. This is because the Law is impossible to keep. But causing the Galatians to be circumcised allowed the Judaizers to show tangible results for their efforts.
 
Paul was not concerned about keeping score on Earth. He rightly said that whether a man is circumcised or not means nothing in the eternal sense. What matters is whether a man is a new creation in Christ because that is what allows him to inherit eternal life.
 
Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule-to the Israel of God. From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.(Galatians 6:16-18)
 
The rule Paul was referring to is, "Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation". 
 
Paul explained his phrase "the Israel of God" in Romans 2:28-29.
 
A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person's praise is not from other people, but from God.
 
Being physically circumcised identified a man as being of Jewish descent, but it did not mean he was saved. What identifies a person as being saved is the Holy Spirit dwelling within him, which Paul described as having one's heart circumcised. Invisible to other people, this form of circumcision is visible to God, the only One who matters. This is what makes us Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:29).
 
Although Paul was circumcised, the physical marks he wanted to be known for were the scars he bore as a result of the beatings he had taken because of his faith in Jesus.
 
Paul closed his letter to the Galatians in the manner unique to him, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen."
 
In summary, let's review Paul's case.
 
Any so called gospel message that contradicts the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith alone as presented in Paul's letters is by definition a different gospel and puts those who teach it under a curse that dooms them to destruction.
 
Whether Jew or Gentile, we are not justified (rendered righteous) by the works of the Law but by faith in Jesus Christ. We know that Paul was not trying to marginalize the Law because in places like Romans 7:12 he said the Law is holy, righteous and good. But he was arguing against the improper use of the Law as the basis by which we are made acceptable to God. We are not justified by observing the Law but by faith in the completed work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
The Law cannot be fully obeyed. In order to be strict enough for God's requirements it has to be too strict for man's abilities. Therefore, all who rely on the law are automatically cursed and cannot be justified before God.
 
Because of the cross, there is no longer any reason for anyone to go under the Law. God does not require it, and we cannot benefit from doing it. On the contrary, it could be counterproductive for us, a step backward in our spiritual growth.
 
That's because we don't get to decide which parts of the Law we want to obey. Picking any part of it obligates us to all of it. And the Law is not just the 10 Commandments. The Torah contains 613 commandments.
 
That means you can't have a little bit of Law mixed with Grace. Just as a little bit of yeast will permeate the whole batch of dough to change its composition, a little bit of Law will work its way through the doctrine of Grace, changing it into something it was not intended to be. In effect, the Law cancels Grace.
 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. But in exercising that freedom we are to be aware of two statements the Lord made. First, He said the entire Law could be summarized in two commandments. One, we are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and two, we are to love our neighbor as ourself (Luke 10:27). Second, He said He was giving us a new commandment, "Love each other as I have loved you" (John 15:12).
 
These are not things we do to justify ourselves before God. We are already justified by faith in the Lord's atoning sacrifice on our behalf. These are things we do as a way of expressing our gratitude for what the Lord has done for us. So if you're looking for some laws to keep so you can express your gratitude for the free gift of salvation without any risk of getting into trouble, these are the ones to keep.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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