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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. UN watchdog closes probe into Iran nukes, drawing Israeli ire
1. Iran's October missile test violated U.N. ban - expert panel
1. White House says won't rule out steps over Iran missile test 
1. Hamas leader urges escalation of 'intifada'
1. Netanyahu: Given Abbas' incitement, no surprise majority of Palestinians support stabbing attacks 
1. Three IDF soldiers hurt by gunfire after failed ramming attempt in West Bank 
1. U.N. criticizes Israel for 'excessive use of force' against terrorists 
1. Obama administration moves to restore $$ to UN agency accused of anti-Israel bias
1. Kerry: Building settlements and demolishing Palestinians' homes not a solution
1. Egyptian warplanes using Israeli airspace
1. As ISIS expands its reach, Israel could again become a top priority 
1. 'Turkey lying on purpose for its troops stay in Iraq' 
1. Putin-Erdogan 'peace talks' collapse
1. Assad can stay, for now: Kerry accepts Russian stance
1. Ex-CIA chief: Fear for environment stays US hand on ISIS oil wells
1. US official: Islamic State eyeing oil targets beyond Syria stronghold 
1. Report: Hezbollah has lost 1/3 of its fighters in Syria
1. Pentagon warns ISIS offshoot growing in Afghanistan, 'operationally active'
1. The Era of Jihadist Amateurism Might Be Over
1. Saudi Arabian-led efforts on terror are all talk, no action 
1. Republican candidates clash over how to counter IS
1. 3 ISIS Twitter accounts 'trace back to UK govt computers,' claim hackers
1. Germany arrests Islamist preacher on charges of recruiting militants
1. Bratton: New York City Schools Received 'Hoax' Terror Threat, Says It Was Similar To LA Threat
1. L.A. schools shutdown could spawn copycats
1. Gleeful ISIS Gloats About Los Angeles Bomb Scare
1. Donald Trump 'Open' to 'Closing' Parts of the Internet to Fight ISIS
1. Trump: 'Speak to the people in Israel, walls work' 
1. New Islamic State Video Threatens End of the World, Attack on Pope
1. Pope refuses to wear bullet proof vest for Christmas speech amid ISIS threat
1. Yemen ceasefire begins as peace talks open 
1. North Korea conflict could become 'trans-regional,' U.S. official says
1. Chinese Submarine Practiced Missile Attack on USS Reagan
1. As pension reform crunch nears, Greek coalition looks fragile
1. Economic pain in U.S. heartland as likely Fed hike nears
1. Apple fails yet again: $123B vanishes
1. Cheap gas spurs SUV sales and puts US climate goals at risk 
1. 5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Luganville, Vanuatu
1. 5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
1. 2.1- magnitude earthquake shakes near New Madrid
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 19,000ft
1. Sheveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 17,000ft
1. Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Powerful Typhoon Melor to Batter Philippines Into Wednesday
1. Biggest Storm This Season Breaks Daily Snowfall Record In Denver
1. Warming Arctic sets another temperature record
1. Chinese buy up bottles of fresh air from Canada
1. Lettuce is 'three times worse than bacon' for emissions and vegetarian diets could be bad for environment
1. Swine flu toll up by 15, reached 57 in Iran: Official
1. Zombie Apocalypse A Possibility? Rise in Zombie-Like Infection Should Trigger An International Call of Action, An Expert Reveals
1. City subways are a pervert's paradise
1. Rise of smartwatches prompts top Japanese university to ban ALL watches from exams
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Multiples of Seven  
1. US bows to Russian demand to keep Assad in office. Israel follows suit  
1. Names of Jesus Introduction 
1. Double Vision  
1. New Definitions of "Church" 
1. Daily Jot: Zeroing in on Islam in America 
1. Daily Devotion: The Man Who Tried to Stop Christmas 
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Multiples of Seven - By Randy Nettles -
http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/nettles8.html
 
Most people realize that the number 7 is a very popular number. It is God's special number...the number of completion and perfection. The first time it is mentioned is in Genesis 2: 1-3:   
 
"Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made."
 
It is not only the number of completion, but of rest. The seventh day is the reward one gets after work is successfully completed. The ancient Hebrews called it the Sabbath...a holy day of rest, where no work is to be allowed. It was a very serious matter to disobey this commandment from God.
 
"Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant" (Genesis 31:15-16).
 
Even before the lunar and solar calendars were formulated, the seven day calendar was in effect. Originally it didn't have names for the days of the week, only numbers...one through seven...seven being the last day of the week.  
 
In our present time, the days of the week are called Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. God blessed and sanctified the seventh day. Mankind was commanded to follow God's example and rest on the seventh and last day of the week.
 
As mankind progressed and learned time from the signs of the heavens (sun, moon, stars) and the different seasons (spring, summer, autumn, winter), different calendars (solar and lunar) became known. There have been many different calendars throughout history and many of them have been revised, but one thing has never changed...the seven day calendar.  
 
From creation to the end of the Millennium, the seven day calendar marches on....Sunday through Saturday...Sunday through Saturday, etc. Unlike other calendars, it never needs to be corrected or changed.
 
Many articles have been written regarding the number 7 and the countless times it is used in the Bible. [1] The number 7 is used more often than any other number by far. It is not within the scope of this article to mention all of them, but is worthy of a Bible study topic.
 
The seven feasts of Israel were appointed by God and given to Moses during the time of the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt (about 1446 B.C.). They were first observed during the 40 years of the Jews wandering in the desert, before they entered the promised land (1406 B.C.).  
 
The seven feasts of Israel are: Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement and Tabernacles. Most Bible scholars believe these feasts have a duel fulfillment.  
 
One was fulfilled by Israel in the past and the other has and will be fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus fulfilled the first four feasts during his First Coming and will fulfill the last three at His Second Coming.  
 
His is the ultimate fulfillment...that is why they are called the feasts of the Lord. We will briefly examine them again.
 
Passover took place when the last and most terrible of the ten plagues against Egypt occurred. God sent a plague (probably an angel of death) to kill every firstborn human (and cattle) in Egypt. The firstborn children and cattle of Israel were not targeted as long as the Jewish people applied the blood of a lamb without blemish to the doorposts of their houses.
 
When the angel saw the blood, he passed over that home to continue his execution of the firstborn of the Egyptians. This last plague resulted in the release and freedom of Moses' people.
 
Passover was ultimately fulfilled by Jesus when He died on the cross for the sins of mankind. The blood of the lamb foreshadowed the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God. When we accept His sacrifice, we are no longer judged and sentenced to eternal death because of our sins. Passover is always observed on Nisan 14 of the Jewish calendar.
 
The day after Passover, God brought the Jews out of Egypt on the exact day when God made His covenant with Abraham 430 years earlier.   
 
 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt"   Exodus 12:41.
 
During the night of Passover, the Jews prepared to leave Egypt in great haste. The food they carried with them was unleavened bread-matzo, since they didn't have time for leavened bread to rise. The unleavened bread symbolized the purging out of sins of pagan Egypt. The feast of unleavened bread lasts for seven days, from Nisan 15 to 21. 
 
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, was buried in a tomb on the feast of unleavened bread. He purged out our sins and ultimately fulfilled the second feast known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
 
The third feast is celebrated on the seventeenth day of Nisan and is known as the Feast of Firstfruits. This was the time for the harvesting of the early crops (mostly barley) of spring. Three days after Passover, the Israelites were being pursued by Pharaoh's mighty army and ahead of them was the impassable Red Sea.  
 
The people were naturally frightened but Moses told  them, "Fear you not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will show to you today: for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you shall see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and you shall hold your peace" (Exodus 14: 13-14).  
 
Of course you know the rest of the story...God parted the Red Sea and the Israelites crossed over on dry land as a resurrected people, to become the "firstfruits" of a new nation. Also, after wandering in the desert for 40 years, the new nation of Israel finally entered the "promised land" of Canaan and celebrated the Passover supper on the fourteenth of Nisan.
 
On the seventeenth of Nisan the supernatural food, manna, that God had provided for the people ceased and they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.  
 
Jesus was resurrected on the third day after Passover, on the seventeenth day of Nisan.
 
 "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept" (1  Corinthians 15:20). 
 
Jesus also resurrected others from death during this time.
 
 "The graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many" (Matthew 27: 52-53).  
 
Jesus was the ultimate fulfillment of the Feast of Firstfruits.  
 
The fourth feast is celebrated 50 days after Firstfruits. The name Pentecost comes from  penta  meaning 50. Pentecost (Feast of Weeks) or Shavuot to the Jews, celebrated the end of the grain harvest, occurring in the summer.
 
"And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete. Even unto the morrow after the seventh Sabbath shall you number fifty days; and you shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord" (Leviticus 23:15-16).  
 
Very important events took place on this date of Sivan 6:
 
1)   The giving of the ten commandments from God to Israel on Mount Sinai. This event regarding Israel began the Dispensation of Law for the Jewish people.
 
2)   The giving of the Holy Spirit to Jesus' disciples. Jesus fulfilled his prophecy to his disciples and God baptized them with his Holy Spirit.
 
 "But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto be both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:8).  
 
This event began the Dispensation of Grace and the Church was born. It consisted of Jewish and Gentile believers in Jesus as the son of God and the savior of mankind.  
 
These first four Feasts of the Lord were major historical events for the nation of Israel but the ultimate fulfillment was in the life and First Coming of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Most Bible scholars believe that Jesus will fulfill the last three feasts by His Second Coming in the near future.
 
The Feast of Trumpets, Rosh Hashanah, occurs on the first day of Tishri, in the fall; when the new moon of autumn first became visible. In ancient times, Tishri 1 was the first day of the New Year. Later, during the Exodus times, God instructed Moses to change the time of the New Year from Tishri 1 to Nisan 1, so the year would start in the spring and not the fall.  
 
As soon as the new moon of Tishri arrived and was observed by two or more witnesses, the watchers would trumpet the signal from hill to hill. Not much is known about this feast, however some Bible scholars believe the first fulfillment occurred when Joshua led the people of Israel against Jericho. Here is the instructions God gave to Joshua regarding Jericho:
 
"And you shall compass the city, all you men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shall you do six days. And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day you shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets.  
 
 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, the people shall ascent up every man straight before him" (Joshua 6:3-5). 
 
This was a great victory for the newly formed nation of Israel and began the conquest of Canaan, the promised land.  
 
Many scholars believe the Second Coming of Jesus to the battle of Armageddon will happen on a future Feast of Trumpets, Tishri 1. Jesus will not appear as a gentle Lamb in a mortal body, but as the Lion of Judea in all of his glory. You can almost imagine the trumpets signaling the King of kings arrival and His ensuing great victory against evil and his perfect reign on earth.  
 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is the holiest day in the Jewish calendar; when all Israel mourns for their sins. On the tenth day of the seventh month of Tishri, in the wilderness, the high priest, Aaron sacrificed for the sins of his people. This was the first time God commanded the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement. This day is mentioned during the Exodus in Leviticus 16:1-28.  
 
The Day of Atonement was to be observed every year. Every seventh year Israel was to allow a Sabbath of rest for the land, whereas there was to be no planting of crops. This was so the land could be rejuvenated and yield greater crops. Every fiftieth year, a jubilee was proclaimed on the Day of Atonement. Here is how it is described:
 
"And you shall number seven Sabbaths of years unto you, seven times seven years: and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto you forty and nine years. Then shall you cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall you make the trumpet sound throughout all you land.   
 
 And you shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and you shall return every man unto his possession, and you shall return every man unto his family.
 
 A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you; you shall not sow, neither reap that which growth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in of thy vine undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you: you shall eat the increase thereof out of the field" (Leviticus 25:8-12).  
 
The ultimate fulfillment of Yom Kippur will occur at the Second Coming when the remnant of believers in Israel will mourn for their Messiah, whom they rejected.   
 
 "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon" (Zechariah 13:1).
 
The Feast of Tabernacles, Sukkot, is the last of the seven Feasts of the Lord and the most joyous. It occurs on the fifteenth day of Tishri and lasts for seven days. The purpose of this feast is recorded in Leviticus 23:33-34: 
 
 "And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, the fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the Lord. You shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall swell in booths: that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God."
 
During this feast of seven days, the people were to live in booths made of sticks or branches in remembrance of when their ancestors lived in the wilderness for 40 years. This is one of three feasts that all Jewish men were required to attend in Jerusalem every year. The other two are the Feast of Unleavened Bread (combined with Passover), and Pentecost.  
 
The Feast of Tabernacles will ultimately be fulfilled by the Lord Jesus when He establishes His millennial kingdom of peace on the earth. 
 
 "And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one. And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles"   ( Zechariah 14:9, 16).  
 
There is one more multiple of seven that ought to be mentioned....490 years (7 X 7 X 10) and is mentioned in the book of Daniel. It is often referred to as the prophecy of 70 weeks or seventy 7's, and occurred in about 539 B.C.  
 
"Seventy  weeks are determined upon your people and upon your holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.   
 
Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  
 
And after threescore and two  weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and the covenant with many for one  week: and in the midst of the  week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate" (Daniel 9:24-27).
 
These verses are perhaps some of the most discussed prophetic passages in the Bible. Some Bible scholars believe that verses 24 and 25 are referring to the time period starting on March 8, 444 B.C. (Julian calendar time), when Artaxeres Longimanus of Persia issued the decree for the Jews to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem; and ending on March 29, 33 A.D., when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and was rejected by his people.  
 
The number of days from March 8, 444 B.C. to March 29, 33 A.D.is exactly 173,880 days, or 24,840 weeks (from a Sunday to a Sunday)...the length of 483 propheticyears (360 days per year).
 
There is only one other time in the Bible that refers to "weeks" as years. It is mentioned in Genesis 29: 27:
 
 "Fulfill her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which you shall serve with me yet seven other years"  
 
This is in regard to Jacob marrying the daughters of Laban of Haran in northern Mesopotamia. This occurred in approximately 1930 B.C. The 360 day calendar was more than likely used in this time and I believe that Daniel is using this calendar for his prophecy.
 
The remaining seven years of Daniel 29: 7 will be fulfilled by the Tribulation spoken of in Revelation and other books of the Bible. It will last for 2520 days, and will be completed when Jesus returns to the earth on a future Feast of Trumpets.  
 
Even so, come Lord Jesus.
 
Endnotes
 
  [1]  https://www.raptureready.com/featured/chambers/jc179.html
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US bows to Russian demand to keep Assad in office. Israel follows suit - http://www.debka.com/article/25087/US-bows-to-Russian-demand-to-keep-Assad-in-office-Israel-follows-suit
 
After two tries, US Secretary of State John Kerry finally turned President Barack Obama away from his four-year insistence that Bashar Assad must go, as a precondition for a settlement of the Syrian conflict. Tuesday, night, Dec. 15, the Secretary announced in Moscow: "The United States and our partners are not seeking so-called regime change."
 
After Kerry's first try, Obama still stuck to his guns. He said in Manilla on Nov.19 that he didn't believe the civil war in Syria "will end while the dictator remains in power."
 
 Almost a month went by and then, Tuesday night, after a day of dickering with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov culminating in a joint conference with Putin at the Kremlin, Kerry confirmed this evolution in US policy. The focus now, he said, is "not on our differences about what can or cannot be done immediately about Assad." Rather, it is on facilitating a peace process in which "Syrians will be making decisions for the future of Syria."
 
 This statement brought Washington in line with Moscow's demand for the Syrian president's future to be determined by his own people.
 
On this demand, Iran's Ayatollah Ali Khamenei is even more obdurate than Putin.
 
debkafile's Middle East sources wonder about the measure of freedom the Syrian people can expect while it is clamped firmly in a military vice by Russia, Iran and Hezbollah. However, this was of no immediate concern to the big power players. Washington's surrender to the Russian and Iranian line on Assad's future was offered in the short-term hope of progress at the major international conference on the Syrian question taking place in New York Friday.
 
 Another major US concession - this one to Tehran - was scarcely noticed.
 
 Earlier Tuesday, the UN nuclear watchdog's 35-nation board in Vienna closed its investigation into whether Iran sought atomic weapons, opting to back the international deal with Tehran rather than dwell on Iran's past activities.
 
This motif of going forward toward the future rather than dwelling on the past was a repeat of the argument for keeping Assad in power. It provided an alibi for letting Tehran get away with the suspicion of testing a nuclear detonation at its Parchin military complex, without forfeiting sanctions relief, by the simple device of denying access to UN nuclear agency monitors to confirm those suspicions.
 
 In a single day, the Obama administration handed out certificates of legitimacy to the Syrian dictator, who is responsible for more than a quarter of a million deaths, and to Iran's advances toward a nuclear weapon.
 
 These epic US policy reversals carried three major messages:
 
 1. The Obama administration has lined up behind Putin's Middle East objectives which hinge on keeping Bashar Assad in power.
 
2. Washington endorses Russia's massive military intervention in Syria, although as recently as last month Obama condemned it as doomed to failure.
 
3. The US now stands behind Iran - not just on the Syrian question - but also on the existence of an Iranian-Syrian-Hezbollah alliance, based on a solid land bridge from Iran and the Gulf up to the Mediterranean coast under Russian military and political protection and influence.
 
Even more surprising were the sentiments heard this week in Jerusalem.
 
Our military and intelligence sources cite officials urging the government to accept the American policy turnaround. In some military circles, senior voices were heard commenting favorably on Assad's new prospects of survival in power, or advising Israel to jump aboard the evolving setup rather than obstructing it.
 
 Those same "experts" long claimed that Assad's days were numbered. They were wrong then and they are wrong now.
 
Israel was forced to yield on the Iranian nuclear program, but its acceptance of the permanence of Assad and the indefinite presence in Syria of his sponsors, Iran and Hizballah, will come at a high price for Israel in the next conflict.
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Names of Jesus Introduction - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley -
https://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/holidays-and-holy-days/names-of-jesus-introduction/#more-75462
 
There are many names and titles of Jesus throughout both the Old and New Testament. This study will not be an exhaustive list, but instead a sampling of some of my favorites. My goal is to give us an opportunity daily to stop and behold the wonder of our Savior as we prepare to celebrate His birth. That we will know Him more each day, (John 17:3) and that we'll grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior. (2 Peter 3:18) Even though He wasn't born in December and I've written before about giving back Christmas, it's still true that the majority are still preparing to celebrate it now. Let's use the opportunity to give the Lord the awe and worship He is due all year long.
 
Note: Jack was writing these devotions when he passed away in October, and they were all in various stages of completion. Knowing that some would need to be finished, instead of leaving them out, I've done my best to complete/edit them. I've asked the Lord to give me the words and intent Jack would have used... that He would give me a double portion of Jack's gift of teaching in the spirit of 2 Kings 2:9. I pray that I did so successfully and seamlessly.  And I hope that as we read them together each morning until Christmas, we will fulfill Jack's goal stated above to know our Savior more each day and give Him the awe and worship He deserves. May God bless you abundantly this Christmas season, Samantha
 
Before we begin, I want to make sure we're all talking about the same Jesus. Here's where our knowledge of Scripture becomes really important, because in order to be all the Bible claims, Jesus has to be both 100% man and 100% God.
 
If He isn't a man He couldn't have been made like us in every way and suffered our temptations as Hebrews 2:17-18 claims. He couldn't be our High Priest as Hebrews 4:14-15 asserts, and he can't be our Redeemer because he wouldn't be our next of kin as required by Leviticus 25:47-48 and explained in Romans 5:18-19.
 
If He isn't God He couldn't be King David's Lord (Matthew 22:41-45) He couldn't be sinless (Romans 3:20) and He couldn't be our Savior (Mark 2:6-12 and 1 Peter 1: 18-21).
 
He is not a created being like mankind and the angels. He is our Creator:
 
By him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. (Colossians 1:16)
 
Jesus said He was God in human form (John 10:30 and 14:9). Men who knew Him agreed. Paul taught the deity of Jesus in Colossians 1:15-16. John did as well (John 1:1-3). The writer of the Book of Hebrews also agreed (Hebrews 1:3) and included a quote from Psalm 45:6-7 that shows God Himself addressing Jesus as God (Hebrews 1:8). This is not just a New Testament idea. In his prophecy of the Messiah's birthplace, Micah said He was an eternal being whose goings forth were from days of eternity.  Literally from before time and perpetual. (Micah 5:2) He is the eternal God.
 
Many deny His deity. They portray Him as a great man and role model, a great teacher, a prophet, even a social revolutionary, but certainly not God.
 
In truth Jesus was all of that, but He is also so much more. He was God in the form of man, the Father dwelling in the Son (Colossians 1:19). Our minds cannot comprehend the magnitude of His greatness. To think of Jesus as anyone other than God is to reject the truth concerning Him revealed throughout His Word.
 
In my decades as a Bible teacher, I have seen proof of the adage I first heard from Chuck Smith, that we become like the God we worship. If we see God as one waiting for us to mess up so that he can dole out punishment, we will view others with the same eye of judgment. Instead of being known for our love, (John 13:35) we'll be known by what we're against. Instead of drawing others to our Savior who is infinite love and infinitely kind (Romans 2:4) we will push them away, trying to make them live up to standards we could never achieve ourselves. When we were still His enemies, He died for us. (Romans 5:10)  When we view God for who He truly is, we will become more like Him.
 
God himself is love, (1 John 4:8) and we all know what 1 Corinthians 13 says about love. The same word is used in both: agape. Let's read the following verses together now, remembering that it is God who is love:
 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)
 
When we think we are beyond His love, we must remember that God is patient and kind toward us, that He is not easily angered and He keeps no record of the wrongs we've done. We can do nothing to earn this love, and nothing we do can cause it to cease. We can do nothing to surprise or disappoint Him, because He knew every sin we would ever commit before going to the cross and giving His life to cleanse us completely. (Hebrews 10:14)
 
I cannot imagine a more awesome, more generous God than the One we are privileged to call our Savior. As we begin this series, and throughout this whole season, let's keep Him as our focus.
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FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS, AND END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/1966c7fd-05e4-4647-8075-0a43806d1b6d.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Double Vision - Wendy Wippel - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8161
 
The fact that the Matthew and Luke seemingly offer two different versions of Jesus' genealogy has caused a lot of confusion over the  years,  leading modern Bible  "scholars" to brand the genealogies as anywhere from "jumbled oral traditions" to "outright fabrication". The solution  is simple: two audiences, two promises. And one God who knows the end from the beginning.
 
Both genealogies trace Jesus' inheritance through Abraham and David. But there they diverge.
 
Matthew's genealogy continues from David through his son Solomon:
 
"David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife[a] of Uriah. (Matthew 1: 7)
 
The passage than continues:
 
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa.[b] 8 Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. 9 Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon,[c] and Amon begot Josiah. 11 Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. 12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. 14 Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 15 Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 16 And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.
 
Two things to note and remember in this passage: 1) Notice that this genealogy  names Jacob as the father of Joseph, and 2) note that one of Joseph's direct ancestors, his great, great; great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, grandfather, in fact, was Jeconiah.
 
Luke, however traces the genealogy beyond David through his other son, Nathan:  
 
23 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathiah, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of Judah, 27 the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Jose,the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem,the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.
 
Two things to note in this genealogy:  1) Heli is recorded as the name of Joseph's father, and 2) interestingly, Luke  records that "Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph".  Luke makes a point out of making sure the readers of the genealogies remember that Jesus wasn't really Joseph's son. By blood.
 
The biggest issue with the two genealogies, obviously, is that they provided two completely different lineages to Jesus, through two different fathers. Admittedly, at first wash the differences are puzzling, but that's no reason to throw the baby Jesus out with the bath water.  And the one thing we do know is that the Jews, in general, were serious about genealogies (to the point that Paul admonishes the redeemed Jews in I Timothy 1:4 to avoid getting too wrapped up in them.)  So we know the genealogy of the Lord himself would be a pretty big deal. Important enough that two "contradicting" genealogies, if they genuinely contradicted, would have been resolved.
 
But 2000 years later, they stand.  Why? 
 
The only thing that makes any sense is that the seeming contradictions in the genealogies for modern scholars must have not been a contradiction at all to the readers of the genealogies in the first century. There must be a piece or two of the puzzle missing to us that weren't missing to Christ's contemporaries.  And the obvious solution, since the norm is, after all,  two parents per child, is that one of the genealogies is the maternal side, and one is the paternal.  But which is which, why do they both name fathers, and why do they name different ones?
 
One of the most important considerations in Bible interpretation is to understand what audience is in play. Our two "audiences" here are Matthew and Luke.  From what viewpoint do they view the genealogy of Christ? 
 
Matthew is Hebrew through and through, and looks at the genealogy of Christ as one awaiting the "Son of David", the promised Messiah. The right of  kingship, obviously, passed through the male line, so Matthew provided the paternal genealogy.
 
Luke certainly was at least a Hellenized Jew, and may in fact have been a Gentile. And as a physician he approached the genealogies as--what else, a blood line. So his genealogy provides the maternal line. So far, so good.
 
But not all good. Houston, we have a problem....
 
Remember when I told you to remember Jeconiah?  In Matthew's genealogy? As a direct ancestor of Joseph? 
 
Jeconiah-aka  Jehoiakim was a very wicked king. Such a wicked king that God eventually had had enough of Jeconiah and made this pronouncement:
 
 
"As surely as I live," declares the LORD, "even if you, Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you off. This is what the LORD says: "Write this man down as childless, ... For none of his descendants shall prosper, sitting on the throne of David, and ruling anymore in Judah.'" (Jer 22:30) 
 
All of Jeconiah's descendants were forevermore ineligible for the throne, and Joseph was one of them. Joseph couldn't pass on the right to the throne.
 
Point: Satan. 
 
Or so it would seem. But God knew the end from the beginning, and he had an end-around planned before the creation of the world.
 
Enter the daughters of Zelophehad (Numbers 25).  In that passage, five daughters of a man who had no male heir bring an appeal to Moses for justice regarding their inheritance rights.  Inheritance among the Jews passed through sons, and these five daughters asked to be able to retain their father's property even though there was no son to inherit.  Moses ruled that where there was no male heir, the rights of inheritance could pass to the man's daughters.
 
The five daughters of Zelophehad were members of the tribe of Manasseh, and some of the tribe's members had a problem with the ruling ,because (since inheritance sticks with the male), if they married outside the tribe, the tribe of Manasseh would lose land given to them by God:
 
The family heads of ... Manasseh, ... came and spoke before Moses and the leaders, the heads of the Israelite families. 2 They said, "When the LORD commanded my lord to give the land as an inheritance to the Israelites by lot, he ordered you to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his daughters. 3 Now suppose they marry men from other Israelite tribes; then their inheritance will be taken from our ancestral inheritance and added to that of the tribe they marry into. And so part of the inheritance allotted to us will be taken away. 4 When the Year of Jubilee for the Israelites comes, their inheritance will be added to that of the tribe into which they marry, and their property will be taken from the tribal inheritance of our ancestors."
 
So Moses made another ruling, women without brothers to inherit the tribal land were required to marry within the tribe so that the land would stay within the tribe:
 
"What the tribe of the descendants of Joseph is saying is right. 6 This is what the LORD commands for Zelophehad's daughters: They may marry anyone they please as long as they marry within their father's tribal clan. 7 ... Every daughter who inherits land in any Israelite tribe must marry someone in her father's tribal clan, so that every Israelite will possess the inheritance of their ancestors.
 
The land stayed within the tribe because her inheritance, by the law established by Moses for the daughters of Zelophehad, was transferred to her husband when there were no sons that could inherit. Essentially the daughter's husband, by law, became the son that that father did not have.
 
Which is pretty much exactly where we get the phrase son-in-law, (i.e. a son, by law.)  
 
It would appear that Mary was part of a family with only daughters, as Scripture documents at least one sister, but no brothers are mentioned. And the respective genealogies document that they were both of the tribe of Judah. So whatever would have been inherited by male sons, including the right to pass on rights to the throne, would have been inherited by Mary, as a daughter with no brothers to inherit it.
 
Both Joseph and could document descent from David, but through different sons.
 
That resolves the differences between the two audiences.
 
But what about the two promises?  
 
God made a promise to fallen man (spoken to the serpent) which pretty much coincided completely with man's realization of just what he had lost in that incident in the Garden of Eden:
 
 
"I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."
 
Translation: A man just like you will eventually defeat sin forever , and set things right.  That was God's promise to all sons of Adam, the bloodline, which Luke recorded.
 
God also made a promise to David that that king would arise from his loins:
 
"the Lord tells you that He will make you a house.[a]12 "When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever."
 
That's the promise made to his chosen people; a king that will rule justly, and a kingdom that will endure under His rule.   
 
Two genealogies, two audiences, two promises.  Child's play, right?
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New Definitions of "Church" - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/12/new-definitions-of-church.html
 
     It's been ten years since we've seen such glorification of the Star Wars movie franchise.  Apparently, the latest episode of the movie epic has broken all kinds of records for advance ticket sales.  You might be asking, "Why should this be of any interest to us?  Aren't there more important things that should occupy our minds?"  Well, did you know that there is actually a religion inspired by the fictional warriors who battle the Dark Side?  It is called the Church of Jediism.  I kid you not!
 
      Although Jediism started as a joke when people listed it as their religion during the 2001 census, the organization (which takes itself seriously) now lists 250,000 members, with an alleged 1,000 members signing up daily as excitement built toward the release of the latest movie, Star Wars: The Force Awakens.
 
     So, what exactly does the Church of Jediism promote?  Its followers say that it is "a set of philosophies based on focusing, learning and becoming one with the Force".  Of course, my first question is what do they define as "the Force"?  Apparently, it is "a unifying energy, which everything exists within, around and always returns to."  That sounds harmless enough -- until it isn't.  In other words, anytime a person opens themselves up to worshipping anything, there is danger of it becoming a false idol, or god, and it becoming "charged" by the real Dark Side. 
 
      The founders of the Church of Jediism claim that they do not believe the Star Wars films to be real, and say, "Although Jediism was inspired by the beliefs of the fictional Jedi, we do not believe the Star Wars films - they are entirely fictional."  Be that as it may, you better believe that those who are deluded enough to actually sign up as members of this "Church" believe they are following an actual "faith", and the Enemy is only too happy to step through that open door that has been opened.
 
      You see, there is a ten-week training course involved in becoming a member of the organization, and meditation is a key tenet.  The "Church" actually says, "Our minds are like sponges which soak up information daily.  In order to keep our minds 'clean', we must 'rinse' them of negative Force."  But anytime there is a vacuum, something will fill that space, so what is replacing the "negative Force"? 
 
      The first clue that following this philosophy is a false religion is that a belief in God is optional. The group says: "There are no strict rules in Jediism, as we believe in freedom and so joining the Church of Jediism would not pose any restrictions on your life. "  Oh, I get it ... you can believe in anything!  And things like morality and righteousness and holiness are all subject to interpretation.  This may all seem like silliness to you, but I guarantee that there are those who will see themselves as "disciples" of this "Church", and there are spiritual entities that are only too happy to lead them down a false path.
 
      While the Church of Jediism may never gain a strong foothold in the American conscious, we better be paying attention to the legitimacy being given to the Church of Satan.  Lisa Ling, an actress and self-appointed reporter, appeared on an episode of CNN's This is Life to present her analysis of a story where a woman viewed Satanists as defenders of "civil rights" and joined their group because, as a mother, she blamed the "imposition of Christian values" at school for her gay son committing suicide.
 
Ling actually had the audacity to say that she visited a Satanic temple and they do not literally worship Satan.  Rather, according to her "wisdom", "More than anything, they really are kind of a political action group, and they exist to protest the imposition of what they say are Judeo-Christian values on our political system, in our politics, and in public life."  And here's where she is an exceptionally useful tool for that very Satan she says isn't being worshipped:  "And, interestingly enough, even though this group has chosen Satan as the head of it, a lot of these issues right now, the idea of respecting people of other faiths, especially during this time, a lot of these issues are relevant right now because there's a lot of scrutinization of people who espouse different beliefs, if you know what I'm talking about. So, even though this group is trying to use one symbol, really they're trying to get people in this country to recognize and appreciate people of all different faiths." 
 
      CNN then gives more legitimacy to Ling and her ridiculous claims by allowing her to report on a Satanic temple member named Michael, who had constructed a "Snake-tivity" symbol using a snake to represent Lucifer.  Michael had sought to display it next to a Nativity Scene outside the Michigan state capitol.  The degree to which Ling is being deceived can be recognized in this statement:  "As a skilled artist, Michael is now using his craft to stand with the temple and their fight for religious freedom. When the Michigan state capitol put up a Nativity scene during Christmas time, the Satanic temple placed their own symbol of faith on the state capitol lawn. And Michael helped design it."  Then, Michael, the self-proclaimed Satanist, shows the audience what he believes as truth:  "The snake itself is to be representative of Lucifer when he chose to lead man to knowledge in the Garden of Eden. We support the idea of Lucifer as a metaphorical figure and his influence on man."  (If you want to see Michael's heretical work of art, you can click here.  I do not want to promote it on my blog). 
 
       But here is the real tragedy of this ridiculous story... Michigan state lawmakers approved a request by Christians who wanted to erect a Nativity scene at the Capitol. The caveat? Because no permanent displays are allowed on Capitol grounds someone would have to set up and tear down the Nativity scene each day. That person never came forward!  The Satanic Temple, on the other hand, did have people willing to put in the work each day.  And therefore, the profane image of a snake wrapped around the Satanic cross, and presenting a book as a holiday gift, will appear on the lawn of the state capitol during this holiday season. 
 
      Furthermore, the false church of Satan promotes this sacrilegious display by declaring, "Just as the Nativity represents a mythology of the birth of Christ, the Snake is symbolic of the birth of human enlightenment and liberation. Happy Holidays from The Satanic Temple of Detroit!"
 
      So, as you can see, the idea of "Church" has been corrupted in our modern culture.  Its original context was clearly defined by Christ as a group of people called out by Him for a special purpose; a new society of which Jesus was the founder and which was knit together by the closest spiritual bonds.  To be called His "Church" means that we have received the Divine call to partake of the blessings of the redemption and salvation offered by His sacrifice on the Cross.
 
      But as Michael, the Satanist, spoke on CNN, now the idea of "Church" can be defined anyway one desires:  "Other religions can be accepted as well, and have their own displays. There can't be one dominating voice to all the voices (my emphasis)."  Lisa Ling then goes on to exploit the whole litany of "tolerance" and "acceptance" of all religions, and espouses that this group is just "trying to use one symbol, really they're trying to get people in this country to recognize and appreciate people of all different faiths."   She says this politically correct garbage, while at the same time, she promotes her special The Belief of Satanists, in which she is only too happy to promote the Satanic Temple as a new religious movement, where followers believe devoutly in the seven tenets of the Satanic Temple. "But they don't actually believe in the Devil or Satan or any other deity."  Sure, Lisa!
 
      But before I leave this sad and tragic topic, I would like to point out to Michael, the Satanic "artist", and Lisa Ling, the deceived "reporter", that there IS one dominating voice among all the voices.  And it is not the god of Jediism, or the deceitful snake who offers his false gift of knowledge.  It is the voice of Yahweh, the One True God.  His sheep hear His voice.  He knows them and we follow Him.  All those other voices that you want to let in and give equal time to will just lead you astray.  Take my word for it.  Better yet, take His Word and hear it!
 
John 8:47    "Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God."
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Daily Jot: Zeroing in on Islam in America - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
There are at least two, and maybe only two, presidential candidates who are tapping the brakes on mainstream political correctness when it comes to Islam, and neither of them have ever held any elective office. Donald Trump called for a temporary ban on Muslims entering the US until the government had clarity on handling the threat posed by Islamists. In a September 15 policy statement, Dr. Ben Carson said, "Congress should immediately establish a war-time emergency visa and immigration policy; establish an emergency inter-agency task force to review all visa and immigration policies; and limit visitor visas to three months with mandatory check-ins for extensions no longer than three months." 
 
In his 7-point plan, Carson also said the US should declare war on the Islamic State as well as have the State Department "designate the Muslim Brotherhood and other organizations that propagate or support Islamic terrorism as terrorist organizations, and fully investigate the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) as an offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood and a supporter of terrorism." Carson and Trump are articulating what many Americans are saying in private conversations, but fear retribution in public. This sort of soft tyranny was evident in the recent terror attack in San Bernardino, where neighbors saw suspicious activity, but didn't say anything for fear of being called racists or bigots. 
 
Carson said, "We can no longer dawdle while ISIS continues to persecute Christians, enslave young girls, oppress civil societies and perpetrate terrorist attacks against the free world. We must destroy their caliphate and prevent their terrorists from infiltrating our homeland. We must also secure our borders, identify radical Islamic extremism by name and root out its agents and collaborators in our own country." Politicians and the mainstream news media are aghast at the response by Americans to the comments of Trump and Carson. Trump, for example, rose six points in the presidential polling and took a commanding lead among Republicans after calling for a temporary ban on Muslims entering the US.
 
No matter how much the other candidates are calling the remarks repulsive, bigoted, racist, Islamophobic or whatever, the American people do not seem to be buying it. It's because leadership and the politically correct media have become so brainwashed by the anti-American crowd that they cannot see, or refuse to see, the perils of accepting Islam as a religion of peace when in reality every indicator demonstrates undeniably that Islam is a fascist military and political organization bent on overthrowing America. These are Isaiah 59:7 people, "Their feet run to evil, and they make hast to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths." At least two leaders are zeroing in on Islam in America.
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Daily Devotion: The Man Who Tried to Stop Christmas - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
    
 
Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time when the star first appeared.-Matthew 2:7
 
King Herod was the man who tried to stop Christmas. With all his wealth and power, he came to complete ruin. Historical writings tell us that in the final year of his life, his body was infected with disease.
 
Ironically, Herod pretended to be a worshiper. He said to the wise men, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!" (Matthew 2:8). Yet Herod was a false worshiper. There are people like him today. They say they believe in God, but they live a life that contradicts what the Scriptures teach.
 
Herod wanted to be the king of his own life, but he really was a slave. He ended up being not the King of the Jews but the king of fools. Herod ended up on the ash heap of history like dictators before and after him, reminding us that those who live wicked lives eventually will reap what they sow. Adolf Hitler went into his bunker and shot himself as his nation crumbled around him. Saddam Hussein was found hiding in a hole and was eventually executed by his own people. Moammar Gadhafi was hunted down by his own people, beaten, and shot to death.
 
All those who blaspheme God, fight with God, or try to stop the work of God eventually will fail. Yet God's Word ultimately will prevail. Philippians 2:9-10 says, "Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth."
 
One day, everyone-every man, every woman, every believer, and every nonbeliever-will bow before Jesus Christ.
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The Truth about Christmas:
Naughty or Nice?
NOW SHIPPING!!!
 
For most of the world, Christmas has become little more than an annual exercise in spending money we don't have, to buy things for need for people who don't need it! 
Christmas is certainly the most gift giving time of the year, but it seems that the true meaning and purpose for Christmas have become lost. Traditionally, Christmas was the time of the year set aside to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. However, these days, many people have no idea that Jesus is associated with Christmas. Furthermore, for the last several years, the world has attempted to completely strip any mention of Christ from Christ-mas. With the banning of singing traditional Christmas songs in our schools, and preventing public nativity displays in our cities, and many retailers replacing merry Christmas with happy holidays, the question needs to be asked, should a believer even celebrate Christmas?
 
The debate about whether or not Christians should celebrate Christmas has been raging for centuries. There are equally sincere and committed Christians on both sides of the issue, each with multiple reasons why or why not Christmas should be celebrated in Christian homes. Many evangelical Christians believe that Christmas is a pagan celebration dressed up in "Christian clothes." While many Christians mark Christmas as a special day to worship Christ and give thanks for His entrance into the world, they reject anything to do with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, exchanging gifts, and the like.
But what does the Bible say? Does the Bible give clear direction as to whether Christmas is a holiday to be celebrated by Christians?
Join us as we examine the origins and meanings behind our Christmas traditions in this informative Bible based video. 
 
The Truth about Christmas: Naughty or Nice?
 
Click Here To Order This New Video
 
Or write us at:

 Prophecy Update
P.O. Box 40516
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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	The Burden of Damascus and The Psalm 83 War - Preview



Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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