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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. UN's Ban: 'Israeli occupation bred Arab terror'
1. UN to Israel, Palestinians: Put aside political fears for peace
1. UN-sponsored conference accuses Israel of 'ethnic cleansing' in Jerusalem
1. Watch: Ban Ki-Moon admits UN anti-Israel bias
1. Israel holds 'substantive' talks with Quartet delegation that included EU reps
1. Has the U.S. given up hope on relations with Israel?
1. Abbas takes aim at political enemies with mass dismissals, cabinet reshuffle
1. Gaza terrorists detonate explosive device on border; IDF patrol returns fire
1. Experts say Hamas and ISIS cooperating to fight their new common enemy: Egypt
1. Obama to sign bill targeting Hezbollah financing
1. State Department re-issues travel advisory for Israel, West Bank, and Gaza
1. Israel: Soldiers Kill Palestinian Who Tried to Stab Them
1. Jerusalem furthers plans for 891 housing units approved in contested Gilo neighborhood
1. Kuwait Airways drops New York-London route to avoid selling tickets to Israelis
1. UN nuclear watchdog chief: 'Not impossible' that Iran sanctions will end in January
1. 'IAEA admitted Israel was right Iran tried to build bomb'
1. Republican senators to Obama: Don't lift Iran sanctions
1. Israel slams IAEA move to end Iran nuclear investigation
1. Rouhani welcomes watchdog's decision to drop probe into Iran's nuclear activities
1. Rouhani: U.N.'s closure of probe into Iran's nuclear past is political victory
1. Iran says it will not accept any restrictions on missile program
1. Yemen peace talks struggling in Switzerland amid disputes: sources
1. Yemen's truce in danger of collapse; prisoner swap blocked
1. UN Human Rights Body Opens Session on Burundi Violence
1. Putin Press Conference: Turkish Downing of Russian Jet Was 'Hostile Act'
1. Vladimir Putin live: 'It will be hard to reach agreement with current Turkish goverment'
1. Russia's Putin says 'sees no prospect' of improving ties with Turkey 
1. Russia says can breach US missile defence shield
1. 'We see Syria fundamentally very similarly' - Kerry after talks with Putin, Lavrov
1. Sweden offers support to free up French troops fighting Islamic State
1. 'ISIS-inspired terror plot sought to target Israel's embassy in Berlin'
1. UK review finds Muslim Brotherhood membership a possible indicator of extremism 
1. Belgium missed chance to nab Paris attacks suspect due to law limiting raids, official says
1. Chattanooga shooting a 'terror attack,' FBI Director James Comey says
1. Indonesia Deploys 1,500 Police to Protect Churches Against Christmas ISIS Attack
1. Small army of ISIS tax collectors keeping cash flowing into terrorists' hands
1. UN Security Council set to adopt resolution aimed at disrupting Islamic State group's funding
1. Feds officially update terror alert system by issuing first bulletin
1. States Explore Blocking Gun Sales to Terror Watch Lists
1. FBI director: Islamic State has 'revolutionized' terrorism
1. ISIS beheads three Imams for refusing to recruit jihadis
1. Turkey mistreated scores of migrants, says Amnesty
1. As lawmakers clash over refugees, Syrian immigration quietly tops 100,000 since 2012
1. Hillary Clinton's Debate Commentary: Muslims Have Nothing To Do With Terrorism
1. Lindsey Graham Apologizes to Muslims for Trump's Anti-Muslim Rhetoric
1. Bernie Sanders criticizes Trump, likens 'racist ideology' to Holocaust 
1. Students practice calligraphy by writing "There is no god but Allah" in Arabic
1. The Paul Ryan Compromise: The new speaker's first big deal is just like all of the ones that infuriated conservatives under Boehner
1. Yale fail: Ivy leaguers sign 'petition' to repeal First Amendment
1. U.S. sells $1.83 billion of weapons to Taiwan despite Chinese objections
1. China defends internet sovereignty: Reports
1. US Fed raises interest rates by 0.25%
1. Gold falls on Fed rate hike, dollar surge
1. Putin Says Russian Economic Crisis Has Peaked Amid Oil Slump
1. 5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Pangai, Tonga
1. Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 23,000ft
1. Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 18,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 17,000ft
1. Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 15,000ft
1. Teggar Caldera in Indonesia erupts to 12,000ft
1. Bering Sea Storm Among Strongest Non-Tropical Cyclones on Record; Gusts Hit 122 MPH in Alaska
1. Trail of destruction as record winds and wild weather rattles Sydney
1. Funds for Obama climate deal survive in spending bill
1. Liberia thanks Israel for helping to wipe out its Ebola outbreak
1. America's painkiller epidemic grips the workplace
1. A HIV-Positive Dating App Leaked 5,000 Users' Data
1. Planned Parenthood unscathed in spending bill
1. Planned Parenthood Reportedly 'Steam-cooks' Aborted Fetuses before Disposing of Them
1. Satanists Are Atheists, Freedom Activists, Not Devil Worshipers?
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: These are the Days that try Men's Souls - Part 1  
1. Israeli security in Cold War II  
1. Iran says it will not accept any restrictions on missile program 
1. China is moving into the Middle East - why is no one worried? 
1. The Word was Made Flesh  
1. A Threat To Mankind Of Its Own Making 
1. Daily Jot: Congressional budget--more funds for the unjust 
1. Daily Devotion: Forget Something? 
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These are the Days that try Men's Souls - Part 1 - Pastor Mike Taylor - http://www.churchofgod-usa.org/1/post/2015/12/these-are-the-days-that-try-mens-souls-part-1.html
 
"THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated" Thomas Paine
 
The opening paragraph was written by Thomas Paine during the beginning of the Revolutionary War. He was calling to arms those who loved freedom and hated tyranny.  We have reached a similar junction in the road we now are faced with in this age of technology and the upheaval that it has caused to allow our government to intrude on every portion of our lives,. The problem will only strengthen as the days grow more treacherous and dangerous as we continue this journey to the end of the days of man's rule upon this earth. 
 
We live in a world in which many people if not most, are engulfed with fear and anxiety. Some fear the future; and they're anxious about what's going to happen in that future. Others fear the past and they're anxious about what has happened. And still others fear even the present as anxiety has gripped their souls and they cannot imagine how they can cope with the ugliness of present circumstances in their lives. Thousands of people each day wake up with untold burdens to bear and anxiety with which they must deal with. Are you one of these? Are you bearing secretly a heavy burden? Are you worried about the future? Are you worried about your finances? Do you see your way of life slipping away, your families future, or the present world around you? Do you worry about the world stage with ongoing terrorism, the failing world economy (at home and abroad) and life in general with all its trials? The world is fearful of the rise of Islam with it's indiscriminate attacks on a peaceful people. The world has been rocked lately and are fearful with the latest terrorist attack in San Bernardino, California, or the attack in Paris, France of armed Muslim thugs who kill "infidels" for their false god, Allah and submit to a god that is the antithesis of a loving God found in Christianity. We fear the loss of freedom and the life we have enjoyed up to this point, as our government appears to be stripping away our basic freedoms.
 
How can a person cope with what's around them, if they are only relying on themselves feeling so vulnerable to an evil ideology, or for that matter, the evil that resides in our own halls of government  and enslave us to the concept of a "new world order"? Many would take up arms and create civil unrest, or break away entirely from the USA, as Texas has threatened, but is that the path any of us should take? 
 
Please understand, I feel your pain, as many of those who read this are doing what is required of them in this society. There are those who will not assimilate to the culture of the USA or the rest of the free world. They live in another parallel "dimension" that is governed by hateful beliefs of superiority to other religions and only wish to enslave those who only wish to remain free. 
 
Now look at yourself and what are you trying to do? You may have gone through school, some college, got married, working hard, following what is required to make a living in a peaceful world, but you still are anxious about the future and life in general. You have good reason. How should we respond? The most important question then becomes, "how does God want me to respond to the anxiety in my life?"  Thomas Paine wrote the above passage calling on the citizen's physical response to a world ruled by tyranny. I wish to look at how we should respond today, in our time to our world and look at the source of our strength in these troubling times. 
 
Like all the great questions of life, scripture affords us an answer. I've been dealing with Roman's chapter 8 in the last few messages, and now let us go to a promise found in the Old Testament of how we can cope with this world from the author and finisher of our faith, Jesus Christ. I'm talking about the promises found in a most beloved passage found in the Psalms.  In Psalm 23, David gives us the example of how we're supposed to trust in God. Most Christians have put to memory this "pearl" of the Psalms, but never take time to ponder its deep meaning and how it applies to our everyday life. Let us jump back in time, to another time period that was fraught with evil and men that shed blood quite easily. Let us look at the time period from shepherd boy that grew to be a king.
 
KING DAVID WROTE OF HIS "GOOD SHEPHERD".
 
There is a lot of commentary on when David actually wrote this Psalm. This was a time when written that David may have been running from Saul, who was trying to kill him, as most people feel this was the history behind this Psalm. Psalm 23 then provides a model for us. It is one of the many paradigms of truth to be followed though-out our lives that is found in your Bible as we respond to all the difficulties and worries that come our way.
 
The Psalm has two basic divisions, each one providing part of the answer to our question about worry. The first four verses focus on God as the faithful and good Shepherd of His people. It calls us to trust Him as such. The second section made up of the last two verses, focuses our attention on God as a gracious host, preparing a splendid meal for a guest, and results in our rejoicing over His grace toward us.
 
Take some time and stop for a moment and read this lovely Psalm before you go on. Have you read it? Good, let's move on.
 
When I examine this lovely Hebrew song in detail, I have the firm conviction that it reaches a perfect climax in the person and the work of our Lord, Jesus Christ. I see in the character of the Shepherd, the sweet fragrance of our Savior as I breathe in His Word. This Psalm may not be strictly Messianic in its prediction of the coming of the Jesus the Messiah, but it suggests thoughts that point in the direction of His coming.
 
Let's jump over to Isaiah 40:10-11:
 
"Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.
 
 (v.11)  He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young."
 
The Hebrew prophet Isaiah spoke of the coming day when "the Lord God will come with  a strong hand and  His strong right arm ruling for Him. He will come to lead us to greener pasture, and return the earth to her former pure state. There will be no need for fear, as the lamb will lay down with the lion.
 
Another Hebrew prophet in similar vane  saw the coming of the Messiah as Lord and Shepherd:
 
"And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. And I, The LORD, will be their God, and My servant David will be prince among them: I, the LORD have spoken". Ezekial 34:23-24:
 
Keep in mind that King David had been dead six hundred years when Ezekiel was writing this prophecy! The prophet is speaking of a even greater One, greater than David. He is the Messiah who will come at the end of this age and He will shepherd His people being of the root of David.
 
JESUS IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD WHO LEADS AND GUIDES!
 
Even though the soul is tossed about with events that are beyond our control, we have solace in the One who walks with us through it all. I am a firm believer that God allows nothing to come against His chosen "sons of God" unless it is in His will and for our ultimate good. I am reminded of the verses found in Romans, and as you may know, one of most favorite chapters that Paul wrote and I must repeat it here:
 
"For we know that all things work together for good, to those who love God, to them that are the called, according to His purpose.
 
For whom He foreknow He also predestined to be conformed the image of His Son, that He may be the first born among many brethren,
 
And whom He foreknew, those He also called, and whom He called, these He also justified, and these He justified, He also glorified. 
 
What shall we say of these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
 
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not, along with Him, give us all things? (Romans 8:28-32)
 
 Did you catch that? "along with Him, give us ALL things"....what has God given His only begotten Son? Answer: everything and we will share in that glory. Mind boggling, is it not? It is emphasized in prior verses and these confirm one another:
 
"The Spirit bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.
 
If children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed with suffer with Him, we shall also be glorified together. 
 
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time, are not to be compared to the glory that will be revealed in us." Romans 8:16-18)
 
 It is a glorious promise that God has given to each of us, who call upon the name of Jesus in faith and believing for His Atonement on Calvary's cross and His ultimate resurrection and glorification, sitting now at the right hand of the Father for each of us who embrace this truth. 
 
But you ask, when reading this lovely, poetic verses that Paul wrote, "what can I do right now, in these troubling times?" As mentioned, you need someone to guide you through the mine fields that are the sin soaked earth your feet rest upon. Let us take God's promises, one of thousands listed in the Bible, that let you know God is with you. Jesus leads you and Psalm 23 is a God given promise of being led by God's Holy Spirit in a place where we do not fear, but rely on our Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 
 
PSALM 23: A GLORIOUS PROMISE
 
"The LORD is my shepherd: I shall not want". Psalm 23:1. 
 
There is security in the presence of the good shepherd. The Psalmist David dares to reach out and call Jehovah his very own Shepherd. It is intimately personal. Our God is a personal, loving Father. He is my Shepherd, and He is YOUR Shepherd. You must have faith, as King David did, that God is your guide in this life. 
 
 David uses the name of the Lord who is always seen as absolutely faithful to His people. He had a vibrant, living faith in the LORD God. Therefore he can say confidently just as God is faithful in meeting his present needs, God will also meet all his needs in the future. With the LORD as his Shepherd, David looks forward to the future. He will never "suffer any want." Just as the good shepherd provides all that his sheep needs, the LORD will provide all that His people will ever need. 
 
Remember Romans 8:32 quoted above? If you possess the LORD, who possesses all things, then you lack nothing. David  thought of God as his protector and provider, but also as his King. He also, thought  of Him as his Shepherd, with all the meaning it had in the Near East in general and in the Law in particular. Because the LORD was David's provider, he lacked or wanted for anything. A good shepherd by his very nature will always supply all of the lamb's needs. In a similar way, a good Father will provide for every need of His children.
 
Some people mistake what the Psalmist is saying here. I had the same problem at one time. Looking back, this troubled  me as a small child. I thought that David was saying "I shall not want" or David didn't want God as his shepherd, but I came to understand that he was not in "want of anything".
 
 SATAN TRIES TO STEAL THOSE PROMISES
 
Note that Satan has attempted to portray God, in mankind's history as a begrudging giver who only provides when He must. Satan desires to deceive those who trust in God, and wants them to believe they are lacking and deprived of the good things in life. This is the picture Satan tries to paint in suggesting that God had withheld the fruit of every tree of the garden from Adam and Eve. (Gen. 3:1). God is also portrayed as a begrudging giver in the temptation of our Lord when He was in the wilderness for 40 days (Matt. 4:1-11). Why would anyone listen to the author of all lies?
 
The mentality behind David's words is completely opposed to the Madison Avenue propaganda where we are constantly being told that we have many needs, all of which can be met by buying some new (or old) product. We need "sex appeal" so we must buy a new toothpaste, a new kind of mouthwash and a new brand of soap. We need self-confidence and a better self-image, therefore we must wear stylish clothing determined by the garment industry. Our whole mode of thinking is "want centered". David tells us that to have God as our shepherd is indeed to have everything we need or want.
 
As we seek God, we are not getting second best from Him. He is a faithful Shepherd to give us only what is excellent according to His own purpose and divine will. Can we trust Him for that?  
 
So then, if we lack anything in our lives, then God is not our shepherd. Simple as that, as there are only two options. If this world is our shepherd, then we are in want. Or if alcohol or drugs are our shepherd, or hard rock music, or money, sex, or pornography, then we are never satisfied. Be honest with yourself, as no one is looking as you read this. You know that we are forever in some kind of want, some kind of need if we are depending on this world. Because if you will own up to it, we never know exactly what is best for us, especially when things go sour and we don't know where to turn to next. Just step back for a minute and look around you, or read the latest horror reported on your locals newscast, or your published newspaper headlines. Do you need a shepherd?
 
Point being, we are sheep. The idea is analogy of a sheep going astray. Sheep get into everything self-destructive, and they stray easily. Ever been around sheep or goats? Some really dumb animals, but  then God says I am one! Kind of hurts your feelings at first, until you realize, you know, He's right. I am a sheep. Without Him as my guide, I'm forever in trouble. We are all prone to wander. Isaiah said it best in chapter 53 and it's a wonderful  prophecy about the coming Messiah and a description of Him, of His suffering and why He had to take our place.
 
"We are all like sheep who have gone astray. We have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him, the iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53:6)
 
I know my tendency toward self-indulgent individualism, of going my own way and doing my own thing. That's me. I'm a wandering sheep. And if Jesus Christ is to be my shepherd, I have to admit that I need one. It is difficult, but that is where we must start. Once we admit that need, we discover the truth of what David is saying. "We shall not want."
 
 In this Psalm, David enumerates the ways in which the Good Shepherd meets our needs. The first is found in V.2 and part of V. 3:
 
"He makes me to lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still water: He restores my soul."  
 
Our God meets the needs of the inner man. Meditate a minute on that verse and the symbolic picture a flock of sheep beside a still, crystal clear pool of water. There is lush green grass all around and perfect peace and harmony. The sheep are in no fear. For men, it is the feeding on His Word. We draw upon Him and we are satisfied. We look to Him, the author and finisher of our faith. Pools of living water, is synonymous with the Holy Spirit that God gave us on Pentecost. And with His Holy Spirit, we should never fear.
 
"Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
 
v28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?
 
v29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
 
v30  They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?
 
v31  Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
 
v32  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.
 
v33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
 
v34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.
 
v35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." (John  6:27-35)
 
The Word of God does this for us. It brings us, first, to the person of Jesus Christ. "Beyond the sacred page", as the old hymn says, "we see the LORD." We see Him , and we eat and drink of Him, and we discover Him to be the resource of what we need. Let's now read what Paul says in II Corinthians 4:15-18:
 
v. 15 "For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.
 
v16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.
 
v17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
 
v18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal."
 
Look at verse 16, "Though the outward man perishes, the inward man is renewed day by day,". Our souls are restored. How you say? As we feed upon Him. As we come to know Him, believe what He says, and act on His Word, we discover that the inner man is fed. We draw strength and courage, because of true faith in the true Shepherd of mankind, Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus, our Lord, the Good Shepherd does another blessing to each of us and that is to give direction in our lives:
 
"He leads me in paths of righteousness for His names sake." Psalm 23:3.
 
The Hebrew word translated "paths" means "a well-defined, well worn trail." That indicates again how easily led astray sheep are. Because even when the trail is well laid out and well work from use, they still need a shepherd. They are still inclined to wander away, no matter how obvious the trail may be. The Good Shepherd knows the trail. He has been there before, and the sheep trust Him. People worry about the world's future, the direction in their lives and where they are headed. How will  it affect my family, my loved ones around me, my business, my associates? Government tyranny, loss of freedoms, Obamacare, the rise of terrorism even in this country and an economy teetering on the edge of oblivion. We see the loss of jobs, no matter what the idiots in Washington spew out to the contrary. You may have lost your job. You may have lost your home or taken a part time job, or even two or three, just to make ends meet. If you're relying on yourself, then I don't blame you for being scared. There is anxiety at every turn.
 
There is a classic story of a man undergoing basic training in the army. He was pulling KP and was given the assignment of sorting potatoes. There was a huge mound of them and the sergeant told him to put all the bad ones in one bin, and all the good ones in the other bin. The sergeant came back about two hours later to find the man just looking at one potato. There was nothing in the bins. The sergeant yelled, "What the matter, don't you like the work, soldier?" The soldier said, "Sarge, it's not the work, it's the decisions that are killing me."
 
I often feel that way and I know you do too. We are not afraid of the work, but we have to make countless decisions, day after day, which touch the lives of our children our spouses, and our loved ones in the extended family. We need wisdom. We need somebody who has the answers. We need someone who knows the trails, and someone whom we can trust. We must submit wholeheartedly, to the leadership of the Shepherd. That is the basic attitude we must maintain. Unless we are willing to admit that we don't know the way through the wilderness and faithfully submit to His leadership, we will never find the way. Just ask any newly homeless person who is lost in despair, or the latest suicide attempt placed on suicide watch at a local hospital what they fear the most. To most is a loss of hope, or a loss of any control over their lives. 
 
Like a good shepherd, our Lord and Savior delivers us from the feelings of anxiety and promises that He will always be with us, and will never forsake us. But first we have to submit to His direction, His leading and realize that we don't know the way through this crooked path in front of us, which is our daily lives, We need a shepherd that does know the way. We must look to Jesus for our guidance through this world in which we are but pioneers, sojourners in a land that is not our home.
 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)
 
Next time, we'll wrap up this up concerning trusting the Lord Jesus Christ in this world filled with evil and insanity that only grows with each passing day....See you then.
 
This is Pastor Mike Taylor, praying you will find my Good Sheperd, my Rock in this life. May God richly Bless you. Contact me at realteam1999@sbcglobal.net  for comments , prayer, or biblical answers to your questions. Or visit me online at www.churchofgod-usa.org for more teaching from our Bible. May God Richly Bless you. 
 
                                              TILL WE MEET AT JESUS FEET.
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Israeli security in Cold War II - By Louis Rene Beres  - http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/dec/16/louis-rene-beres-israeli-security-in-cold-war-ii/
 
As the U.S. and Russia face off, the Jewish state could be an asset in the war on terror
 
Although the Soviet Union has disappeared, a new Cold War is rapidly emerging between the United States and Russia. For Israel, a tiny country seeking to endure amid expanding regional chaos, this revival of superpower rivalry could signal either greater risks of national insecurity or a better opportunity for national survival. In part, at least, the outcome could be determined in Jerusalem, not only in Washington or Moscow.
 
In essence, several sorts of purposeful realignment are now possible for Israel. To begin, both Washington and Moscow are sure to notice that Israel represents a uniquely reliable oasis of stability in an otherwise disintegrating region. Over time, this recognizable awareness could permit Jerusalem to deal selectively with both superpowers, on a security-enhancing basis.
 
Although the Soviet Union has disappeared, a new Cold War is rapidly emerging between the United States and Russia. For Israel, a tiny country seeking to endure amid expanding regional chaos, this revival of superpower rivalry could signal either greater risks of national insecurity or a better opportunity for national survival. In part, at least, the outcome could be determined in Jerusalem, not only in Washington or Moscow.
 
In essence, several sorts of purposeful realignment are now possible for Israel. To begin, both Washington and Moscow are sure to notice that Israel represents a uniquely reliable oasis of stability in an otherwise disintegrating region. Over time, this recognizable awareness could permit Jerusalem to deal selectively with both superpowers, on a security-enhancing basis.
 
This misconceived agreement also managed to subvert two already-existing international treaties, the Nonproliferation Treaty of 1968, and the Genocide Convention of 1948. Significantly, these treaties are ipso facto the law of the United States, by virtue of the Constitution's expressed "Supremacy Clause" (Article 6), and also of various U.S. Supreme Court decisions, especially the Paquete Habana (1900).
 
For Israel, the rekindling of Cold War tensions between Washington and Moscow presents a serious but also an opportunistic challenge. Should this challenge be suitably interpreted in Jerusalem, the Jewish state's indispensable strategies of national survival will stand a much better chance of long-term success. It is, therefore, still entirely possible that certain Cold War II consequences could unfold to Israel's overall strategic advantage, rather than to the advantage of its myriad and often overlapping enemies.
 
Even here, however, it will first be necessary for Jerusalem to plan ahead, and to more fully examine all pertinent dynamics of Cold War II. A proper starting point would be the growing commonality of interest between Washington and Moscow in combating jihadi terrorism. More than any other country on earth, Israel is positioned to advise one or both of the superpowers on expected requirements of success in what is a conspicuously joint struggle. In its expected unfolding, Cold War II could eventually prove to be a distinct asset rather than injurious liability for Israel's core national security.
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Iran says it will not accept any restrictions on missile program - By Bozorgmehr Sharafedin - http://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-military-missiles-idUSKBN0TZ2DC20151216?utm_source=applenews
 
Iran will not accept any restrictions on its missile program, the defense minister was quoted as saying by state media on Wednesday, after sanctions monitors said Tehran had violated a U.N. Security Council resolution by test-firing a missile.
 
The Security Council's Panel of Experts on Iran said in a confidential report, first reported by Reuters, the medium-range Emad rocket, tested in October, met its requirements for considering that a missile could deliver a nuclear weapon.
 
"We tested Emad to show the world that the Islamic Republic will only act based on its national interests and no country or power can impose its will on us," Defense Minister Hossein Dehghan was quoted as saying by the state news agency, IRNA.
 
Ballistic missile tests by Iran are banned under Security Council resolution 1929, which dates from 2010 and remains valid until the July nuclear deal between Iran and world powers goes into effect.
 
Once the deal takes effect, Iran will still be "called upon" not to undertake any ballistic missiles work designed to deliver nuclear weapons for a period of up to eight years, according to a Security Council resolution adopted in July right after the nuclear deal.
 
Iran says the resolution would only ban missiles "designed" to carry a nuclear warhead, not "capable of", so it would not affect its military program as Tehran does not pursues nuclear weapons.
 
Iran's defense minister called Emad a "conventional missile" reiterating that the army would not accept "any restrictions on its missile program".
 
"Since the nuclear deal we have not stopped our (missile)tests, production and research even for a day, an hour or a second," he added.
 
While ballistic missile tests may violate U.N. Security Council sanctions, some diplomats note that such launches are not a violation of the nuclear deal.
 
Iran has one of the largest missile programs in the Middle East.
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China is moving into the Middle East - why is no one worried? - By Con Coughlin - http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/12055805/China-is-moving-intyo-Syria-why-is-no-one-worried.html
 
The Chinese are establishing their first overseas military base in Djibouti, one of the Pentagon's most important outposts - and America is concerned
 
The delicate balance of power in the Middle East has already suffered one dramatic upheaval this year, after Moscow's decision to launch its military intervention in support of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad. Now there are mounting concerns that the region could suffer further instability following China's decision to establish its first overseas military outpost in one of the world's most troubled hotshots. 
 
Ever since President Obama decided to scale down American involvement in a region that has for decades been regarded as Washington's sphere of influence, policymakers have been warning that the power vacuum would be filled by regimes that did not have Western interests at heart. 
 
The absence of an effective Western policy to deal with the chaos in Syria prompted Vladimir Putin to form a military alliance with Iran to save the Assad regime from annihilation.
 
Now the Chinese seem set to make their own power play by establishing their first overseas military base in the strategically important state of Djibouti, one of the Pentagon's most important listening posts for the Arab world and Africa. 
 
Sited at the junction between the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, Djibouti is home to Camp Lemmonier, the Pentagon's main intelligence-gathering post for the Arab world and the strategically-important shipping lanes through the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea. The base hosts 4,500 U.S. military personnel and has become one of Washington's key listening posts since the September 11 attacks. 
 
Although its main function is to serve as a listening post for the Arab world and African trouble spot, such as neighboring Somalia, it also houses U.S. Special Forces, fighter planes and helicopters, as well as being a major operational center for drone operations in Africa and the Middle East.
 
But China's decision earlier this month that it is to build its own naval base in Djibouti, the first time Beijing has sought to establish a permanent military presence beyond the country's borders, has been greeted with deep concern at the Pentagon, which recently announced a $1.4 billion plan to expand the base. Pentagon officials fear that the proximity of the Chinese military installation could have a negative impact on the effectiveness of Camp Lemmonier as a listening post. 
 
One of the reasons China has been able to pull off this audacious military stakeout in Djibouti, a country previously regarded as lying within Washington's sphere of influence, is the increasingly erratic conduct of its autocratic leader, President Ismail Omar Guelleh. 
 
For many years after coming to power in 1999, Mr Guelleh forged a close relationship with Washington, which propped up his government by providing the impoverished African country with hundreds of millions of dollars in aid.
 
But relations became strained after Mr Guelleh came under intense criticism from Washington over his human rights record, and his determination to seek a fourth term in office in next year's presidential elections, which many of his opponent's claim is unconstitutional. 
 
The Djibouti strongman's determination to cling to power has even resulted in a major falling-out with a former business partner, resulting in an acrimonious court case in London where a judge at London's Commercial Court took the unprecedented step of ordering Mr Guelleh to appear in person after his legal team were accused of deliberately misleading the court. It was the first time a serving head of state had been ordered to appear in a British court since King Charles 1 in 1649, who was subsequently executed for treason. In the event Mr Guelleh decided to absent himself. 
 
Mr Guelleh's increasingly erratic conduct has, however, provided the Chinese with the opportunity they have been seeking to establish a military foothold that will enable Beijing to protect its valuable commercial assets in the Arabian Peninsula and the Indian Ocean. 
 
But while the establishment of a naval base in Djibouti represents a significant gain for the Chinese, Pentagon officials fear they could be the big losers, particularly so far as their counter-terrorism operations against Islamic State and al-Qaeda are concerned.
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FROM THE HEART
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS, AND END OF THE YEAR GIVING - THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/1966c7fd-05e4-4647-8075-0a43806d1b6d.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/821fca8a-c4df-4570-b7d8-49f6a838fbb3.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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The Word was Made Flesh - Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
 
"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory was of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." John 1:14. Once again it's Christmas. Long ago December 25th was set aside to remember that Christ was born, and there has always been controversy surrounding it. No, it is not the very day He was born, and yes it is the day that a pagan holiday took place. The truth is that we don't really know the day that Jesus was born, but we do know the importance of the fact that He was born. Every year the idea behind remembering and celebrating our Savior's birth becomes a little more obscure in this secular world, but for those of us who follow Him, this is a very special time of year. I'm not talking about Christmas trees and mistletoe or Santa Claus and reindeer or any of the pagan hoopla. I'm talking about the birth of our King. Our God who created the universe entered His creation as a baby - the baby Jesus - and grew into manhood all so He could die a horrible death in order that we, His creation, would be spared an eternity in Hell. That's worth taking time to remember. 
 
Sadly, there is much controversy surrounding this day. December 25th was chosen because a pagan celebration already took place on that day and it was convenient to use the same day for both celebrations. I don't know anybody who goes around wishing others a "merry pagan ritual day". I'm not even sure anybody celebrates that pagan festival anymore, but celebrating Christ's birth endures to this day. There are some people who make a solid case that Jesus was born in September, while others can support a day in April. The truth is, it is much more troubling that we celebrate His resurrection on the pagan fertility day Easter. We know when Christ was crucified and it was on the God ordained Passover. For the moment let's ignore all the debate about when Jesus was born; let's rejoice in knowing that He was born and December 25th has become a tradition for Christians to gather together and focus on their Messiah - not just His birth, but also who He is and what He did. As you sing "Joy To The World" and "Silent Night", allow yourself to listen to the words and marvel that God humbled Himself and became human in order to redeem mankind. By the way, you can sing those songs any day of the year. Christ was born and that is worth celebrating every day.
 
Whatever day He was born, His birth certainly changed many lives. Joseph is often an overlooked person in the story. He was a man chosen by God to provide for and protect the infant King of kings. He and Mary weren't married but were promised to each other when suddenly she was going to have a baby. Joseph must have been heart-sick. How could he marry a woman who was pregnant out of wedlock? He would have been within his rights to have her stoned, but could he actually do that? God knew that he had misgivings and sent an angel to reassure Joseph."But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost." Matthew 1:20. Joseph must have had some reservations about being the earthly father to the Messiah, but he acted upon this revelation immediately. "Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: and knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS." Matthew 1:24-25. Joseph didn't waste time thinking about whether the dream was real or if it was just his imagination, but he immediately obeyed. God needs more men like Joseph who know God's truth and want to do what is right in God's eyes, but who also recognize when they receive directions from God. Men who do the right thing and let God direct their way.
 
Mary also had an encounter with the angel. He told her that she had found favor with God and that she would have a son. "And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring  forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end." Luke 1:31-33. Did Mary argue? No, but she was a bit confused. She was a virgin and not married. She wasn't sure how she could become pregnant. Remember Abraham and Sarah? They were very old when God told Abraham he would father a son with Sarah. Instead of asking His plan and waiting on the Lord, Abraham and Sarah "helped" God by using Hagar to bear Abraham's son. The whole thing just didn't work out well and they should have trusted God. On the other hand, Mary simply asked "how". "And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." Luke 1:35. Mary had no idea that after giving birth to the Saviour of the world she would one day stand at the foot of the cross where He was crucified. She was just willing to do what God asked of her. We need more women like Mary who don't try to "help" God accomplish His plan by using human thinking. Mary was only human, but when God asked her to accomplish a miracle she simply wanted to know how.
 
The first people to receive the announcement that the Saviour was born where shepherds. They saw a marvelous sight! First there was one angel. "And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." Luke 2:10-12. Did you catch that? The joy is for all people. That means the joy was for Joseph and Mary, the shepherds, all of the disciples, as well as for you and me. "And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." Luke 2:13-14. You can feel their joy! The angels just had to praise God. They were filled with joy, but have you ever asked yourself why? It was one of their own who had rebelled against God and took many angels with him in his rebellion. He lied to Eve who in turn convinced Adam to taste the Forbidden Fruit and thus they were separated from God. The angels were full of joy because the Child in the manger was the only one who could redeem man from Adam's sin. Jesus didn't come to redeem angels; He only came to redeem mankind. That tiny baby boy who brought forth such joyous praises from the Heavenly host was God incarnate. That little baby boy, surrounded by shepherds who had come in from the fields to view and be a part of the miracle that night, was the full representation of God Almighty. "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Colossians 2:9. Did they recognize God lying in that manger? The angels said they would find Christ the Lord wrapped in swaddling clothes so they knew who they were looking for. We need more men like those shepherds. They heard that the Savior had been born, and knew they had to find Him.
 
The manger scene is indeed a beautiful remembrance of our Savior's birth. Each person did what God asked of them and met the Saviour. The Christmas season brings numerous messages of love and compassion for all of us. Giving is an important part of Christmas. Mary gave birth to a child, but God the Father gave His son. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. The reason for Christmas is to remember that God, displaying His grace and mercy toward His creation in an act of unselfish love, humbly entered His creation as a baby. The little baby who had been placed in the manger grew into a man and willingly did His Father's will. He taught the masses the way of the Kingdom of God, He walked on water, healed the sick, and eased the fears of His disciples as He calmed the seas and dispelled every attempt by Satan to destroy Him. He gave His life so we can live eternally with Him. Why shouldn't we stop and remember His birth? It wasn't in December, but we need to remember.
 
The traditions that most people practice this time of year have very little to do with the birth of Jesus. We buy gifts, plan trips to be with family, indulge in festive dinners, and many more things that preoccupy our time. Do Christians really keep the birth of Jesus first on their mind at Christmas? Probably not like we should. How many people, Christian or secular, remember the pagan overtones of the season? Very few. Most of what is done on Christmas is just tradition and nothing else. Family and friends get together and make happy memories. We take time to send greetings to people we care about who live many miles away. Many hearts are softened and people give generously to charity. These are things we should do in April, September, December, and throughout the year. We need to learn the lessons that Joseph, Mary, and the Shepherds have to teach us. We need to be willing to obey God's urgings, even when we don't understand His ways. We need to always look for Him, even in the lowliest of circumstances. From the angels we learn to sing with joy because of His birth, His life, His death, and His resurrection. 
 
Indeed, this is a wonderful time of year when we enjoy the sights and sounds which envelop our senses. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1. Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ...the Word who became flesh. While we remember Jesus' birth let's not forget the reason He came - to set men free. "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." John 8:36. I love you Lord Jesus. You are my God, my Savior, my King, my Brother, and my Friend. 
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron & Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com 
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html  
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham 
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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A Threat To Mankind Of Its Own Making - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/12/still-think-conspiracy-theorists-are.html
 
     I found it rather amusing, yet chillingly scary, that Elon Musk and his tech giant buddies have pledged $1 billion to save humanity from destruction by artificial intelligence.  That's right, they just came right out and said it... they believe that there is a very real danger that human-level AI might one day decide that we are no longer necessary, and commit to destroy us.
 
      That may sound like the oft-repeated storyline of science fiction movies, but apparently they feel it is a real enough threat that they are sounding the alarm and hope to keep big companies like Google or Facebook - both of which have huge artificial intelligence operations - from getting too much power from "super-intelligence systems".  Of course, there are the really fringe conspiracy theorists who worry that governments may also use the power of AI to oppress their citizens.
 
      So, that you get a clear picture of this situation, Elon Musk, who made his fortune from PayPal, is joining forces with other tech entrepreneurs to establish a $1 billion investment fund for researchers to pursue applications with a positive social impact and to try to stay one step ahead of the technology.  It is their fear that AI systems communicating among themselves could eventually control entire transport networks and national economies.  So, along with Indian tech giant Infosys and Amazon Web Services, he has set up OpenAI, a nonprofit company that will back research into novel uses of AI and share the findings.
 
      Their stated goal is to ensure that someone is looking at the pros and cons - free from the financial constraints of research and development departments at the likes of Google or IBM that have spent billions of dollars on research.  But I find it rather ironic that Elon Musk and his collaborators will share the data that their companies generate with the AI firms. That will mean, for instance, that everything on Reddit could be given to the robots to help them learn.  Musk will also hand over data from his projects, including Tesla's self-driving cars and SpaceX's rockets.
 
      So, am I missing something?  Why would you hand over mountains of data to fight a takeover by robots --- to other robot companies?  Doesn't that defeat your objective?  Why give them more technology information?  I mean, Stephen Hawking is on record for warning that we may face an "intelligence explosion", as machines develop the ability to engineer themselves to be far more intelligent. 
 
      Then there is Dr. Stuart Armstrong, of the Future of Humanity Institute at Oxford University,  who has predicted a future where machines run by artificial intelligence become so indispensable in human lives they eventually make us redundant and take over.  And he says his alarming vision could happen as soon as the next few decades.
 
      Here is a pretty good analogy that Dr. Armstrong uses to get his point across:  "[For now] humans steer the future not because we're the strongest or the fastest, but because we're the smartest.  When machines become smarter than humans, we'll be handing them the steering wheel."  And because we think we're so smart, Armstrong envisages machines capable of harnessing such large amounts of computing power, and at speeds inconceivable to the human brain, that they will eventually create global networks with each other - communicating without human interference.
 
      In other words, machines, computers, and robots now carry out specific tasks designed for them by humans.  But when they can operate without human interference, and at speeds that we cannot fathom or understand, then that is when they will be able to take over those entire transport systems and national economies that were mentioned previously, along with financial markets, healthcare systems and product distribution.  It won't just be that they will eliminate our jobs.  They might quite possibly decide to eliminate us!
 
       Dr. Armstrong warns that the seemingly benign instruction to an AI to "prevent human suffering", could logically be interpreted by a super computer as "kill all humans", thereby ending suffering all together.  Furthermore, an instruction such as "keep humans safe and happy", could be translated by the remorseless digital logic of a machine as "entomb everyone in concrete coffins on heroin drips".
 
      An even scarier scenario is that as we develop these super computers, it will be impossible to determine whether a machine is developing in a benign or deadly direction.  Just think of the movie franchise Terminator.  And if you think it is as simple as writing a moral code by which machines could operate, just stop for a second and think about that.  The human race has debated for centuries on what constitutes acceptable moral boundaries, and we haven't agreed yet.  What makes us think that we can come up with a universally accepted set of instructions by which all machines will operate?  We can't even decide what is right and wrong! 
 
      So while the Elite and the scientists and the technology giants debate the pros and cons of advancing the interaction between artificial intelligence and human beings, we are inching towards what all the writers of fiction that was based on imagined future scientific or technological advances have portrayed ... the cataclysmic moment when the human race is faced with its own distinction at the hands of the very devices we have created.  That's what happens when you become your own god and forget that you, too, have been made to serve a Creator.  Conspiracy or not; fiction or not --- it is real enough that the Elite of the world are willing to give up a portion of their fortunes to stop it. That should tell you something.
 
Isaiah 47:10    You were secure in your wickedness; you said, 'No one sees me.' Your wisdom and knowledge led you astray. You said to yourself, 'I exist, and there is no one else.'
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Daily Jot: Congressional budget--more funds for the unjust - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
In the election a year ago in November, the American public sent a message to Congress: We do not want the tax and spend status quo. Apparently, the Congress didn't listen. Even as House Speaker John Boehner resigned and Paul Ryan was elected, his first House omnibus appropriations bill continues to redistribute wealth by taking your hard earned money and giving it to others. The political gamesmanship with our money is beyond the pale of good taste. The government is growing bigger and more powerful, while the citizenry becomes further at risk--both physically because the government fails to see the domestic threat of Islam, and financially because the government is taking your money for bad use.
 
As the reports come in on the new government budget, we are seeing that the "president" got exactly what he wanted from establishment House Republicans. Funding for Planned Parenthood--after all that has been documented about this evil entity--remained. Apparently, the Democrats said they wouldn't support the budget bill unless the abortion mill got its full fare, and the Republicans (who hold the majority) caved in. The Republicans in the House made it more difficult to repeal socialist healthcare; they funded the Administration's hobby project on climate change through another fund, after all the Republican promises that they would dismantle socialist healthcare and not fund global warming. 
 
But wait, there's more. This backroom budget deal is just getting started. The Washington Times reports, "the 233-page document moves away from deficit-cutting and embraces dozens of special tax breaks that presidential candidates in both parties had said they wanted to eliminate...Tax breaks on everything from racehorses and film productions to NASCAR racetracks to college tuitions and teachers' out-of-pocket classroom expenses are covered in the massive deal." Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Al), one of the few conservatives fighting the good fight, said, the people didn't elect Congress "to line the pockets of special interests and big business. That's not what we are here for." But it's what happened in the House.
 
Now where do the American people turn? The "president" and his party no longer hide their socialism and openly attack those who don't agree with them. The Republican "opposition" hides behind Christianese and faux conservative rhetoric, but supports the Democratic socialism with impunity. Isaiah 59:9 says, "Therefore justice is far from us, neither does righteousness overtake us: we wait for light, but behold darkness; for brightness, but we walk in gloom." But there is a place to turn for honest, hard working, common sense people. His name is Jesus Christ. For we know that he has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind. Let us pray and act. As a nation, we need to repent. As a people, we need to pray and act that we not perish in the hands of these evil doers.
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Daily Devotion: Forget Something? - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org
 
He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, "Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?" -Matthew 2:4
 
Imagine for a moment that you are living in first-century Israel. You hear mysterious visitors from the east speak of a star that has been leading them. Now, don't you think it might be a good idea to make the short journey of about five miles from Bethlehem to Jerusalem to check it out?
 
Herod was right in expecting an answer from the chief priests and scribes as to where the Messiah would be born, and they interpreted the writings of Micah properly. Yet they should have known better.
 
These men were the theological scholars of their day and knew the Scriptures inside and out. It was their job to study the Scriptures and number the letters and lines to ensure careful copying. They knew the Scriptures so well, but they cared so little. They knew where the Messiah would be born, but they didn't care about a baby king as much as an adult monarch who could line their pockets with gold. They were too busy to bother with Him.
 
Do you know one thing that can keep you from Christ more than anything else? It's religious pride. When you say, "I already know that" or "I've already heard that," it could actually dull your spiritual senses to the Word of God.
 
Sometimes when you hear the Word of God again and again, you can essentially enter into a place of complacency, a place of apathy. You might even find yourself asleep. I find it interesting that many of the Bible's warnings about waking up are actually addressed to believers. Believers can be asleep like these religious scholars who missed out on that epic event.
 
Even at Christmas, with all our celebrating of the birth of Christ, we can forget about Christ and fail to give Him a passing thought.
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Magog Rising - Preview Trailer 

NOW SHIPPING!!!

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.
 
 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVD - CLICK HERE
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	The Burden of Damascus and The Psalm 83 War - Preview



Now Shipping!
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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