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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	12/18/14
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Palestinians buck US, put UN resolution before Security Council demanding Israel withdraw from West Bank
Jordan presents draft of resolution on Palestinian state to UN 
Jordan's Palestinian draft calls for peace with Israel in a year 
European Parliament Votes to Recognize 'Palestine'
EU Parliament supports Palestinian state based on pre-1967 lines 
Israel severely rebuked, as PM warns 'spirit of appeasement' blowing through Europe 
Netanyahu: Too many in Europe have learned nothing from the slaughter of 6 million Jews 
Despite US support, Israel suffers string of diplomatic blows 
Prince Zeid: Israel Must Take Action To Curb Rise In Protest Fatalities In Occupied Palestinian Territory
126 signatories of Geneva Convention call on Israelis, Palestinians to respect humanitarian law 
Israel, US boycott conference in Geneva for Palestinian human rights
Abbas's Religious Adviser Promises Israel Will Disappear
Jerusalem Police heighten security for Hanukka 
Israel's defense establishment lies about failed missile test 
Jewish groups harshly condemn removal of Hamas from EU terror list 
EU: Decision on removal of Hamas from terror list is legal not political 
Liberman slams EU: Hamas is just like ISIS and al-Qaida 
US-led coalition conducts 67 air strikes against Islamic State 
Reports of U.S. Ground Fighters Emerge as ISIS Gains in Iraq
Islamic State recapture parts of northern Iraqi refinery city 
Bodies of more than 230 Syrian Islamic State victims uncovered in mass grave 
Iraq: ISIS murdered 150 women and underage girls for refusing sex acts 
Germany to send up to 100 troops to train Kurds
66 journalists killed in past year as attacks grow more barbaric: report
Syria moves to ensure Iranian oil supplies do not falter
Iran says it backs Russian push for Syria talks in Moscow 
Hopes for Ukraine peace talks resumption as Russia softens
Pentagon confirms military buildup along Russian borders for 'peace and stability'
Ruble crisis could shake Putin's grip on power
Rouble's tailspin sparks fears for Russia
Russians flock to stores to pre-empt price rises
Russian Bank Run Could Be 'in the Cards,' UralSib Capital Says 
Intel concerns about Russia-Cuba ties preceded Obama's deal to dismantle sanctions
US and Cuba to restore ties after 50 years of hostility
American officials: US to open embassy in Havana 
Miami reacts to Obama's Cuba move: Tears of joy, cries of 'traitor'
Congressional critics ready to block Obama push to normalize Cuban relations
Secret talks in Canada, Vatican City led to Cuba breakthrough
Obama issues 'executive orders by another name'
Gov. Nixon ends state of emergency for Ferguson protests
Pakistan to pursue terrorists even outside its borders
US to announce that North Korea behind Sony hack 
Sony Cancels 'The Interview' Amid Terror Hack Threats
The rise of the Swedish cyborgs
Canada seeks 50 millionaires for test of immigration program
Wealth gap in America widens to record level, report says
New York Gov. Cuomo moves to ban fracking
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Bengkulu, Indonesia 
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Kimbe, Papua New Guinea 
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Akureyri, Iceland 
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Sinabang, Indonesia 
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Panguna, Papua New Guinea 
Volcano Erupts Destroying Cape Verde Villages 
Shiveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 33,000ft
Popocatepetl volcano in Mexico erupts to 24,000ft
California storms spark huge mudslide
Ebola: Sierra Leone begins house-to-house searches
ObamaCare fines loom for uninsured
UK proposes rules for embryos made from 3 people
1st Florida gay divorce granted by judge
Franklin Graham: America Is Lifting Up Sin; 'It's Like Little Children Shaking Their Fist at Almighty God'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Ramallah's UN moves will lead to Hamas takeover, PM warns
1. Iran nuke talks 'very close' to resolution, says Putin
1. China Tests ICBM With Multiple Warheads 
1. There Is Hope In Understanding That A Great Economic Collapse Is Coming
1. The Daily Jot: Cuba & the White House--When Communists convene
1. Daily Devotion: What I want for Christmas
1. Featured Article: What Child Is This?
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As you consider your gift giving this season, and your end of the year support, please add PROPHECY UPDATE to your list. You can help us end this year strong and start the new year on track. 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE - THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!
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Ramallah's UN moves will lead to Hamas takeover, PM warns - http://www.timesofisrael.com/ramallahs-un-moves-will-lead-to-hamas-takeover-netanyahu-warns/ 
 
 
Day after Palestinian statehood bid submitted to Security Council, Netanyahu vows to rebuff 'unilateral diktats'
 
The Palestinian Authority's unilateral appeals to international bodies, including a statehood bid at the UN Security Council, form a greater threat to the Palestinian Authority than to Israel, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Thursday. 
 
Netanyahu struck out at PA President Mahmoud Abbas, vowing to thwart his bid to gain statehood via appeals to the international community, a day after a draft calling for an Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank by the end of 2017 was sent to the Security Council. 
 
Abbas "thinks he can threaten us with unilateral steps. He does not understand that they will result in a Hamas takeover in Judea and Samaria, just as occurred in Gaza," Netanyahu said.
 
"We won't let that happen," the prime minister vowed. "We will never agree to unilateral diktats."
 
Speaking during a traditional Hanukkah candle-lighting ceremony at the Prime Minister's Office in Jerusalem, Netanyahu said Israel would "always safeguard our security. This is our lesson both from the days of the Maccabees and in our day."
 
On Wednesday, Jordan submitted a Palestinian-proposed draft resolution to the UN Security Council that calls for Palestinian statehood by 2017.
 
The resolution came after months of threats and a last-second diplomatic blitz by the US and other Western countries to soften the language in the draft. The resolution is expected to fail to garner enough support in the 15-member body or be vetoed by the US.
 
Other Israeli leaders also lashed out at the move, including Strategic Affairs minister Yuval Steinitz, who called it an act of war and threatened Jerusalem would consider dismantling the PA in response.
 
Netanyahu had earlier warned that the statehood bid would end with the terror group Hamas taking over the West Bank and threatening major Israeli cities.
 
Abbas on Thursday welcomed a French-backed plan to relaunch peace talks in the framework of an international peace conference, but said that talks should not last more than a year.
 
"We appreciate the intensive deliberations held with Russia and Egypt, and at the same time stress our readiness to consult and exchange ideas to make our bid successful. This would include serious negotiations that would end the occupation before the end of 2017," Abbas told Palestinian leaders in Ramallah on Thursday.
 
The final draft submitted by Jordan was somewhat subdued compared to earlier versions reported in Arab media. The proposal calls for the establishment of a Palestinian state based on the pre-June 1967 lines with "mutually agreed, limited, equivalent land swaps."
 
It also accepts a "third party presence" in the West Bank following the "full and phased withdrawal" of Israeli forces "over an agreed transition period in a reasonable timeframe," which would lapse by the end of 2017.
 
"We will continue with consultations in the UN to gather support for this project," Abbas was reported as saying by the official Palestinian Wafa news agency.
 
Meanwhile, Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki said on Thursday that the option of cutting security coordination with Israel was still on the table, despite a Palestinian decision Sunday to maintain security ties.
 
Israel has criticized the unilateral Palestinian diplomatic moves, which is says are an attempt to avoid making difficult compromises at the negotiating table.
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Iran nuke talks 'very close' to resolution, says Putin - http://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-nuke-talks-very-close-to-resolution-says-putin/ 
 
 
In holiday message, Russian president praises Tehran in nuclear negotiations; criticizes West's stance on Ukrainian crisis
 
Negotiators are "very close" to resolving the long-standing stand-off over Iran's nuclear program, Russian President Vladimir Putin said Thursday. 
 
Speaking at a live, three-hour news conference that has become a Putin holiday tradition, the Russian leader praised the Iranian leadership for "demonstrating great flexibility" in the talks, according to the state news service Sputnik News. 
 
"I do not understand why the final deal has not been inked yet. I hope it will happen in the near future," he added, according to the Sputnik report.
 
The Russian leader may soon be visiting the Iranian capital Tehran, he said.
 
"My trip to Tehran is possible. We are currently arranging it through diplomatic channels."
 
He hinted that such a visit might be intended to defy Western efforts to isolate Iran, saying, "If we find that we need a separate meeting [with the Iranian president], then we have no limits. We have no limits regarding any sort of external pressure."
 
Nuclear talks between Iran and six world powers, including Russia, have been extended until July 2015, with the sides reportedly failing to agree on levels of uranium enrichment, the timing for dismantling international sanctions and other questions related to Tehran's nuclear program.
 
Much of the press conference dealt with Russia's own tensions with the West, and the havoc that declining oil prices and Western sanctions over the Ukrainian crisis have wreaked on the Russian economy.
 
Putin demonstrated unwavering confidence in his domestic policies despite a catastrophic collapse in the ruble. His fierce defiance toward the United States flared throughout as he insisted the West was trying to destroy Russia to grab Siberia's great natural resources.
 
This year Putin held his televised extravaganza from a particularly strong vantage point: An Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll released Thursday showed his approval rating among Russians stood at 81 percent - a level far above the ratings for other world leaders.
 
Putin accompanied his message with trademark images of Russian pride, with video showing him surrounded by Sochi Olympic athletes, petting a baby tiger and greeting Russian cosmonauts. And his most stirring quotes evoked a famed Russian symbol - the bear.
 
In his speech, the man who has led Russia for 15 years sought to soothe market fears that the government could use administrative controls, such as fixing the ruble's rate or obliging exporters to sell hard currency, to help stabilize the battered currency.
 
Putin said the nation's hard currency reserves are sufficient to keep the economy stable, adding the Central Bank should not aimlessly "burn" its $419 billion in reserves.
 
"Our economy will overcome the current situation. How much time will be needed for that? Under the most unfavorable circumstances, I think it will take about two years," he said.
 
Putin also acknowledged that Western economic sanctions over Moscow's actions in Ukraine were just one factor behind Russia's economic crisis, estimating they accounted for roughly 25-30% of the ruble's troubles. He said a key reason for the currency's fall was Russia's failure to ease its overwhelming dependence on oil and gas exports.
 
After Putin finished his performance, the Russian currency traded at 60 rubles to the dollar late Thursday, the same level as Wednesday. Still, the currency has lost about half its value since January.
 
Russia's benchmark MICEX index rallied 4.3% by late afternoon Thursday, but consumers voted with their feet, buying cars, electronics and home appliances in a desperate attempt to protect their savings before prices go up.
 
Audi was the latest major company to suspend deliveries in Russia amid the ruble's turmoil. Apple halted online sales earlier this week.
 
Putin struck a defiant note against the United States and the 28-nation European Union, saying the sanctions they slapped on Russia after it seized the Black Sea region of Crimea in March were part of a historical campaign to weaken Russia. He accused the West of trying to infringe on Russia's sovereignty, saying the Ukrainian crisis was just a pretext for Western action.
 
To get his point across, he brought in the metaphorical Russian bear.
 
"Sometimes I think, maybe it would be better for our bear to sit quiet, rather than chasing around the forest after piglets. To sit eating berries and honey instead. Maybe they will leave it in peace," said Putin. "They will not. Because they will always try to put him on a chain, and as soon as they succeed in doing so they tear out his fangs and his claws."
 
By fangs and claws, Putin said he meant Russia's nuclear weapons, which are protecting its valuable natural resources.
 
"Once they've taken out his claws and his fangs, then the bear is no longer necessary. He'll become a stuffed animal," he continued. "The issue is not Crimea. The issue is that we are protecting our sovereignty and our right to exist."
 
Putin urged a political solution for the crisis in Ukraine, where pro-Russian insurgents have been battling Ukrainian government troops since April, leaving more than 4,700 people dead.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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China Tests ICBM With Multiple Warheads - Bill Gertz - http://freebeacon.com/national-security/china-tests-icbm-with-multiple-warheads/ 
 
 
Clinton-era tech transfer aided multi-warhead program
 
China carried out a long-range missile flight test on Saturday using multiple, independently targetable reentry vehicles, or MIRVs, according to U.S. defense officials.
 
The flight test Saturday of a new DF-41 missile, China's longest-range intercontinental ballistic missile, marks the first test of multiple warhead capabilities for China, officials told the Washington Free Beacon.
 
China has been known to be developing multiple-warhead technology, which it obtained from the United States illegally in the 1990s.
 
However, the Dec. 13 DF-41 flight test, using an unknown number of inert maneuvering warheads, is being viewed by U.S. intelligence agencies as a significant advance for China's strategic nuclear forces and part of a build-up that is likely to affect the strategic balance of forces.
 
China's nuclear arsenal is estimated to include around 240 very large warheads. That number is expected to increase sharply as the Chinese deploy new multiple-warhead missiles.
 
The current deployed U.S. strategic warhead arsenal includes 1,642 warheads. All 450 Minuteman III missiles have been modified to no longer carry MIRVs. However, Trident II submarine-launched missiles can carry up to 14 MIRVs per missile.
 
Additionally, the development of China's multiple warhead technology was assisted by illegal transfers of technology from U.S. companies during the Clinton administration, according to documents and officials familiar with the issue.
 
Details of the flight test and the number of dummy warheads used during it could not be learned.
 
However, the DF-41 has been assessed by the National Air and Space Intelligence Center (NASIC), the intelligence community's primary missile spy center, as capable of carrying up to 10 warheads.
 
Pentagon spokesman Lt. Col. Jeff Pool declined to comment on the DF-41 test. "We encourage greater PRC transparency regarding their defense investments and objectives to avoid miscalculation," Pool said in response to questions about the Chinese missile launch.
 
China's government has made no mention of the test, which was carried out at an unknown missile test facility. Past tests of the DF-41 have been carried out at the Wuzhai Missile and Space Testing facility, located about 250 miles southwest of Beijing.
 
A report made public earlier this month by a congressional China commission stated that the DF-41 will be able to carry up to 10 warheads and is expected to be deployed next year.
 
"The DF-41, which could be deployed as early as 2015, may carry up to 10 MIRVs, and have a maximum range as far as 7,456 miles, allowing it to target the entire continental United States," the report said. "In addition, some sources claim China has modified the DF-5 and the DF-31A to be able to carry MIRVs."
 
China also conducted a flight test in late September of another long-range missile, called the DF-31B that also could be outfitted to carry MIRVs.
 
"China could use MIRVs to deliver nuclear warheads on major U.S. cities and military facilities as a means of overwhelming U.S. ballistic missile defenses," the report by the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission said.
 
NASIC intelligence analyst Lee Fuell told the commission that China's mobile MIRV-modified missiles provide greater targeting with fewer missiles and allow for a larger reserve of missiles during a conflict.
 
"China is likely to employ a blend of these three as MIRVs become available, simultaneously increasing their ability to engage desired targets while holding a greater number of weapons in reserve," Fuell was quoted as saying in the report.
 
A classified NASIC report dated Dec. 10, 1996 stated that China developed a "smart dispenser" for launching multiple satellites using technology developed under a contract with Motorola to launch Iridium communications satellites. The technology transfer was approved by the administration of President Bill Clinton.
 
"An initial NAIC study determined that a minimally-modified [smart dispenser] stage could be used on a ballistic missile as a multiple-reentry vehicle post-boost vehicle" that could be used for multiple warheads "with relatively minor changes."
 
In 2000, the State Department fined Lockheed Martin Corp. $13 million for improperly exporting weapons data on the rocket technology used in multiple-warhead missiles
 
The U.S. data was provided to China's state-run Great Wall Industries, a missile manufacturer, through a Hong Kong company called Asiasat and used in systems called expendable perigee kick motors-a key element used in MIRV guidance.
 
The kick motors are used to position a multiple warhead "bus" or stage as part of the targeting process.
 
The transfers were made under loosened export controls by the Clinton administration beginning in 1993.
 
Larry Wortzel, a former military intelligence official who specialized on China, said the Chinese military has been working on a MIRV-modified DF-41 for a number of years.
 
Wortzel said Chinese military research literature has documented work on the DF-41 but the Pentagon "has been reluctant to discuss or confirm these developments."
 
"The United States is now threatened with a more deadly and survivable nuclear force that makes our weak ballistic missile defenses less effective," Wortzel said. "We need to improve our own defenses and modernize our own deterrent force as the Chinese are doing."
 
Rick Fisher, a specialist on the Chinese military, said the advent of China's MIRV capability should mark the end of U.S. efforts to reduce the number of nuclear warheads.
 
"The Chinese have not and likely will not disclose their nuclear warhead buildup plans, Russia is modernizing its nuclear forces across the board and violating the INF treaty with new classes of missiles, so it would be suicidal for the Washington to pursue a new round of nuclear reductions as is this administration's preference."
 
Fisher, with the International Assessment and Strategy Center, said China may deploy a combination of single-warhead and multiple warhead DF-41s, with the single warhead version carrying a huge "city buster" multi-megaton bombs.
 
"The beginning of China's move toward multiple warhead-armed nuclear missiles is proof that today, arms control is failing to increase the security of Americans," Fisher said. "Instead, it is time to be rebuilding U.S. nuclear warfighting capabilities, to include new mobile ICBMs, new medium range missiles and new tactical nuclear missile systems."
 
Georgetown University Professor Phillip Karber has studied China's nuclear forces and believes its arsenal is far larger than the U.S. intelligence estimate of 240.
 
"The Chinese development of the DF-41 has been a long term, methodical process," Karber said. "However, if as we suspect they are going to put a MIRVed version of the missile on both rail and road-mobile launchers, the number of reentry vehicles could grow quite rapidly depending on the number of warheads they end up putting on the missiles."
 
The DF-41 was revealed inadvertently by the Chinese government last summer when details, including the fact that it will be a multi-warhead missile, appeared on a provincial government website before being quickly censored and removed.
 
The Shaanxi provincial government announced June 13 in a progress report on its Environmental Monitoring Center Station that the DF-41 missile was among its projects.
 
"On-site monitoring for Phase Two of the project's final environmental assessment and approval of support conditions for the development of the DF-41 strategic missile by the 43rd Institute of the 4th Academy of Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC) was initiated," the notice said. AVIC is China's state-owned aerospace and defense conglomerate.
 
A state-run Global Times report, also later censored and taken offline, quoted a Chinese expert as saying the missile will carry multiple warheads.
 
The flight test Saturday was the third such test for the new DF-41. The Free Beacon first reported the second flight test of the missile in December 2013. The first flight test was carried out July 24, 2012
 
After several years of silence on the DF-41, the Pentagon disclosed the existence of the new missile in its latest annual report on the Chinese military, made public in June.
 
"China also is developing a new road-mobile ICBM known as the Dong Feng-41 (DF-41), possibly capable of carrying multiple independently targetable re-entry vehicles (MIRV)," the report says.
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There Is Hope In Understanding That A Great Economic Collapse Is Coming - By Michael Snyder - http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/hope-understanding-great-economic-collapse-coming 
 
 
If you were about to take a final exam, would you have more hope or more fear if you didn't understand any of the questions and you had not prepared for the test at all?  I think that virtually all of us have had dreams where we show up for an exam that we have not studied for.  Those dreams can be pretty terrifying.  And of course if you were ever in such a situation in real life, you probably did very, very poorly on that test.  The reason I have brought up this hypothetical is to make a point.  My point is that there is hope in understanding what is ahead of us, and there is hope in getting prepared.  Since I started The Economic Collapse Blog back in 2009, there have always been a few people that have accused me of spreading fear.  That frustrates me, because what I am actually doing is the exact opposite of that.  When a hurricane is approaching, is it "spreading fear" to tell people to board up their windows?  Of course not.  In fact, you just might save someone's life.  Or if you were walking down the street one day and you saw someone that wasn't looking and was about to step out into the road in front of a bus, what would the rational thing to do be?  Anyone that has any sense of compassion would yell out and warn that other person to stay back.  Yes, that other individual may be startled for a moment, but in the end you will be thanked warmly for saving that person from major injury or worse.  Well, as a nation we are about to be slammed by the hardest times that any of us have ever experienced.  If we care about those around us, we should be sounding the alarm.
 
Since 2009, I have published 1,211 articles on the coming economic collapse on my website.  Some people assume that I must be filled with worry, bitterness and fear because I am constantly dealing with such deeply disturbing issues.
 
But that is not the case at all.
 
There is nothing that I lose sleep over, and I don't spend my time worrying about anything.  Yes, my analysis of the global financial system has completely convinced me that an absolutely horrific economic collapse is in our future.  But understanding what is happening helps me to calmly make plans for the years ahead, and working hard to prepare for what is coming gives me hope that my family and I will be able to weather the storm.
 
I do not believe in living my life in a state of fear, and I do not want anything that I write to ever cause fear in my readers.  The ancient Hebrew greeting "Shalom" is roughly translated as "peace" or "completeness", and that is what we are constantly pursuing in my household.  My wife and I know that incredibly challenging times are coming, but we also know who we are, what our purpose is, and where we are headed.  We also believe that the greatest chapters of our lives are ahead even in the midst of all the chaos that is coming.
 
When times are the darkest, that is when light is needed the most.  Just think about it.  When you look back over history, what heroes do you admire the most?  If you truly think about it, almost all of those heroes arose during times of great adversity and conflict.
 
The years ahead can be a time of great adventure for you, or they can seem like hell on Earth.  It all depends on how you respond to your circumstances.
 
Do you want to know who is going to respond to the years ahead with fear, panic and depression?
 
The millions of people that have absolutely no idea what is coming and have made absolutely no preparations are going to be absolutely blindsided by the coming economic collapse.  Just like the 1930s, we are going to see people jumping out of windows and jumping in front of trains.  Others will sink into a state of despair so deep that nobody will ever be able to shake them out of it.
 
It doesn't have to be that way.
 
Over the past five years I have spent thousands of hours studying the coming economic collapse.  In my articles you can find tens of thousands of facts and statistics that prove that the U.S. economy is hurtling toward oblivion.
 
It is not always the most pleasant thing to write about, but it is the truth.  And that is what matters.  If you believe that I am wrong, prove it to me.  I work very hard to put out the most accurate information that I possibly can.  So if you can prove that I am wrong, I will change my mind.
 
But of course that is not going to happen.  As I have stated previously, anyone with half a brain should be able to see that we are living in the greatest debt bubble in human history.  Anyone with half a brain should be able to see that the "too big to fail" banks are being extraordinarily reckless (derivatives, etc.).  Anyone with half a brain should be able to see that our formerly great manufacturing cities are being transformed into crime-infested hellholes.  Anyone with half a brain should be able to see that the middle class is dying.  Anyone with half a brain should be able to see that the exact same patterns that led up to the great financial crisis of 2008 are happening again.  Anyone with half a brain should be able to see that we simply cannot consume far more wealth than we produce as a nation indefinitely.  Anyone with half a brain should be able to see that the incredibly foolish decisions that our politicians have been making for decades have placed us on a road to utter disaster.
 
So it doesn't take anyone special to do what I am doing.  I am just a "watchman on the wall" sounding the alarm the best that I can.  And there are lots of others that are doing the same thing.  We are deeply concerned about where this nation is heading, and we have been pleading with our leaders to do something about it for a long time but they have not listened to us.
 
Since our leaders just continue doing "business as usual", there is not going to be a solution to our problems on the national level.
 
So that is why I am encouraging people to get prepared for the hard times that are coming on a family level and a community level.
 
Unfortunately, it seems like some people always have an excuse for not getting prepared.  In fact, a few have even gone so far as to accuse me of being "anti-faith" for suggesting that people actually get off their couches and do something to help their families deal with the nightmare on the horizon.  They seem to have the attitude that we should all just sit back and wait for God to do everything for us.
 
So I am not quite sure why those people get up in the morning and go to work, since they should just "trust God" to deposit paychecks into their banks.  And I am not quite sure why they ever fill up the tanks of their vehicles with gasoline, because they should be able to "trust God" to put more gas there when they need it.
 
I covered all of this in much more detail in my previous article entitled "Is It 'Anti-Faith' To Prepare For The Coming Economic Collapse?"
 
For now, let me just state that what those people are suggesting is the exact opposite of what the Bible teaches.  Trusting God is not about sitting back and doing nothing.  In the Scriptures, we are told that faith is about stepping out and taking action on what God has revealed to us.  That includes working hard, being wise and providing for our families.  For example, just check out Proverbs 6:6-11...
 
Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise. Which, having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provides her bread in the summer, and gathers her food in the harvest.
 
How long will you sleep, O sluggard? When will you arise out of your sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep- so will your poverty come upon you like a stalker, and your need as an armed man.
 
In the end, each one of us needs to make the decisions that we feel are best for our own families.
 
So that is why it is so incredibly important not to let someone else do your thinking for you.
 
In America today, the average person watches 153 hours of television a month.  In addition to that, we also spend countless hours watching movies, playing video games, listening to music, reading books and surfing the Internet.
 
What most Americans don't realize is that there are just six giant corporations that control almost all of that content, and that makes them immensely powerful.
 
These giant media corporations are constantly manipulating our attitudes, opinions and beliefs.  And at this point most Americans seem quite content to remain "plugged into the matrix" and to allow corrupt corporate executives somewhere to do their thinking for them.
 
I urge you to break free from that system.
 
Do your own research and do your own thinking.
 
Don't take what I say or what anyone else says as truth without critically examining it yourself.  This can be difficult at first, because in this nation our young people are no longer trained to think critically.  Instead, we are trained to just blindly accept whatever information the system feeds us.
 
George Orwell once said that "during times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act".
 
That perfectly describes the era that we are currently living in.
 
The truth does not bring fear and despair.
 
Rather, the truth brings hope and it sets people free.
 
Share the truth with as many people as you can, because we live in a world that desperately needs it.
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The Daily Jot: Cuba & the White House--When Communists convene - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
My son and I were just talking the other day about how it seems that many Americans just don't understand the Cold War, the terrors of communism and the oppression it causes. We are less than a generation removed from President Ronald Reagan's famous June 12, 1987 speech where he stood by the Berlin Wall and said, "General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!" Did you know that communism during the 20th century was responsible for the deaths of over 100 million people? 
 
Communism, like Islamism, is one of the most divisive and deadly forms of government known to mankind. Communism attempts to void society of God by causing its people to worship the state, which becomes the provider of all things needed to survive. It is rooted in the ideal that there should be no religion other than the state, that morals and prosperity and creativity must emanate from the state. Two years after Reagan's speech, the Berlin Wall was opened to travel for local residents, reuniting families who had been separated for decades. The wall was torn down by the end of 1990 during the collapse of the Soviet Union and communism in Europe. 
 
In that same speech, Reagan said: "The totalitarian world produces backwardness because it does such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to create, to enjoy, to worship. The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love and of worship an affront. Years ago, before the East Germans began rebuilding their churches, they erected a secular structure: the television tower at Alexander Platz. Virtually ever since, the authorities have been working to correct what they view as the tower's one major flaw, treating the glass sphere at the top with paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun strikes that sphere--that sphere that towers over all Berlin--the light makes the sign of the cross. There in Berlin, like the city itself, symbols of love, symbols of worship, cannot be suppressed."
 
When the occupant of the Oval Office determines that he will normalize relations with Cuba, he is supporting and rewarding totalitarianism. Cuba, and its dictators the Castro brothers, are among the last strongholds of Soviet-era communism. It is also aligned with Iran, which many may not commonly know. The "president" is comfortable with this ilk of evildoers because of his political philosophy and upbringing. But make no mistake, the people of Cuba were duped by Castro into thinking the revolution would bring freedom. And today, Americans are being duped into believing that Cuba's oppression and totalitarianism doesn't matter anymore. As Jesus said in Matthew 24:4, "Take heed that no man deceive you."
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Daily Devotion: What I Want for Christmas - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
"So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ."
-Colossians 2 :16-17
 
I have always believed in the promise of Christmas. There has always been something special to me about this time of the year, going back to my earliest days of childhood.
 
What is it that we love about Christmas, once we get past the initial trappings?
 
I think it is the sense of wonder, beauty, and anticipation. It is the music, the look of surprise on a child's face, and the amazing food. It's the companionship of family and good friends. It is also the absence of strife and meanness (that is, with the exception of the crowds on "Black Friday").
 
But how often does Christmas really deliver on its promises? A little bit here and there, but by and large, it ends up being the endless drone of mind-numbing ads on TV. It is the friction and pressure that comes when we are obligated to purchase gifts for people we barely know. It is the expectation put on us by others and sometimes even ourselves.
 
Then there is that big post-Christmas letdown-the letdown of expectations that can never really be met. We were not able to give what we really wanted to give, or what they really wanted to receive. Or you yourself did not get what you had hoped for. Then there are those bills that come due . . .
 
So what is Christmas at its worst? It is a crass, commercial, empty, exhausting, and very expensive ritual that drags on endlessly for months at a time.
 
What is Christmas at its best? It is a glimpse of things to come-the beauty, the worshipful music, the adoring angels, the love, the warmth, the promise, the hope. . .all things promised to us in a life to yet come.
 
You see, Christmas is a promise. It is a promise that has not yet been fully kept.
 
Christmas cannot be all that we want it to be. It's only a holiday. Christmas cannot bring harmony to your home. Christmas cannot bring peace on earth. Christmas cannot bring happiness.
 
But Christ Himself can do all of this and more. That is really what we are longing for deep inside.
 
 
*         Not Christmas, but Christ.
 
 
*         Not merriment, but the Messiah.
 
 
*         Not goodwill, but God.
 
 
*         Not presents, but His presence.
 
 
Anything or anyone short of this will disappoint. But God never will.
 
That's what I want for Christmas-Jesus Christ.
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FROM THE HEART
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PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS AND YEAR END GIVING - THANKS!
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: What Child Is This? - Nathele Graham - twotug@embarqmail.com
 
 
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. This verse is often seen on Christmas cards. This time of year many people send cards to friends and family, but in all of the hustle and bustle of the pressures that come along this time of year do you stop and think about what the celebration is all about? Or, who it should be about. What child is this verse talking about?
 
 "...a child is born". Mary was a young Jewish woman living a normal life. She was to be married to a man named Joseph, but that marriage had not taken place yet. Jewish engagements could be long, but they were binding. Mary and Joseph had not come together yet as man and wife...Mary was a virgin. The time had come for prophecy to be fulfilled and God would enter His creation in human form...a child would be born. God sent the angel Gabriel to Mary "And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS." Luke 1:30-31. When the angel appeared to her she was afraid. Angels are not cute, chubby cheeked children, nor are the sweet looking women. They are always males and usually when they are seen it is a frightening experience. Mary was frightened, but Gabriel calmed her fears. His news must have been confusing for Mary. She wasn't married, but he told her she would conceive. Mary didn't understand how this would happen, but instead of arguing or scoffing she simply asked how it would happen. "Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?" Luke 1:34. It would be prudent for each one of us to use Mary as an example when God asks us to do something for Him. She didn't over-analyze it, she didn't try to make it happen by human terms, and she didn't argue. She submitted to God's leading and not her own understanding. She only asked how it would happen. Mary was an ordinary human. The child she bore would be fully human, but He would be much more.
 
"...unto us a son is given". God gave His Son. "And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." Luke 1:35. God's Son willingly left Heaven to become a man. He is the second person of the Holy Trinity and He never lost His deity. He could only be our Redeemer if He was fully human and fully God. Some people, even so-called Christians, have trouble accepting the fact that Jesus is God. They see the title "Son of God" and put it in human terms and think that He was less than God. Some misguided souls think He is the brother of Lucifer; some think He was just a really nice guy with some good ideas. How do people come up with these ridiculous notions? Jesus was fully God and fully Human. "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Isaiah 7:14. The name Immanuel means "God with us". Gabriel told Mary to name her child "Jesus", not Immanuel. Is there a problem with that? The name Jesus, or in Greek Iēsous,  means "Jehovah is salvation". It is the same as the Hebrew name Joshua or Yĕhowshuwa`, which means "Jehovah is salvation". Jesus is God, He is our salvation. He is Immanuel...God with us. 
 
Mary had to trust God in this situation. Under Jewish Law she could have been stoned to death; God takes a strong view against sexual relations outside of marriage. Joseph, her espoused husband, knew that he was not the father of the child and he would have been well within his rights under the Law to turn his back on Mary. He didn't want to make a public spectacle of her, but still he wrestled with what he should do. Once again God sent an angel to help. "But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." Matthew 1:20-21. Joseph had to trust God. He was asked to accept Mary's condition, take her for his wife, and protect her and God's Son. He had to step out in faith and he did what was asked of him. How many of us would be so willing?
 
"... and the government shall be upon his shoulder:". I look forward to this part of Isaiah's prophecy coming to pass. Make no mistake, it will happen, but there are events that must happen first. The birth pains will continue and grow stronger. Soon the Rapture will occur. Sometime after that Daniel's seventieth week will begin, the last half of that week will be horrendous. Those who survive through the Great Tribulation will enter the thousand year reign of Christ and the government shall be upon His shoulder. It would be wonderful if He ruled now. It would even be a better world to live in if our government leaders submitted themselves to Christ. Unfortunately that isn't the case. Like Mary, we need to trust God and know His timing is perfect. Because of Jesus we can live forever with Him if we step out in faith and believe in His death, burial, and resurrection. When we die we will be in His presence. If the Rapture occurs we will be immediately changed and not have to die first. Either way, by faith in Him we will live eternally with Jesus.
 
Throughout His time on earth Jesus provoked controversy. "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword." Matthew10:34. The Jewish religious leaders would not believe that their Messiah had come in their lifetime. They knew that prophecy told when He would appear, but they did not believe God's word. Those who followed Him were confused but wanted to hear His words. Of course Judas followed Him pretending to be one of His followers. Jesus knew His heart but allowed Judas to have the same chance to embrace the truth as the other men. Like many today who call themselves Christians, he wasn't a true follower. He joined with the Pharisees to do Satan's bidding. They conspired to murder Jesus, and when they finally did crucify Him they thought they had accomplished something good. Well, in a sense they did. Because of His willing sacrifice on the cross He conquered death. The victory is in Jesus and by accepting His death, burial, and resurrection we sinners are forgiven. We will live with Him eternally. Today a huge fight still rages because of Him. Merry Christmas vs. Happy Holidays, nativity scenes, was He born on December 25th or some other day, should a Christian celebrate Christmas, etc. He is still bringing division and the secular humanists among us are still trying to crucify Him. Christians need to stand with Him and not allow Satan to remove Him from public view. Mary and Joseph both did what was right in God's eyes, Peter and the other disciples chose to follow Him in spite of persecution, and we must make our choice to follow Him not the world.
 
So, let me ask again "What Child Is This"? "...and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6b. He is the Word "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."  John 1:1. He is fully human and fully God. "And the Word was made flesh, (and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." John 1:14. He is the Creator "All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made." John 1:3. He is the Rock "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ." 1 Corinthians 10:4. He is the Good Shepherd "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." John 10:11. He is the Saviour "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Luke 2:11. He is the Way "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." John 14:6. I could go on and on...The Alpha and Omega, the Lamb, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the beginning and the end. He is everything.
 
As you rush around amidst the worldly customs that dominate this season, stop and ask yourself if you are serving a fat, jolly fairytale dressed in red riding in a sleigh pulled by flying reindeer, or are you serving the Lord of lords, the King of kings, the Great I AM. That fat, jolly fairytale cannot offer you anything but credit card bills. Jesus offers you salvation.
 
What child is this? Jesus Christ my Lord.
 
God bless you all, 
Nathele Graham
 
twotug@embarqmail.com
www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com
 
Ron Graham's previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html 
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" God breathed.
 
If you'd like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries just drop me an email and let me know.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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