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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	12/19/14
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Palestinian draft resolution submitted to UNSC: Israeli withdrawal from West Bank by 2017
Diplomatic Sources: Arab pressure forced Jordan to file Palestinian UNSC resolution
Abbas defends UN Security Council draft resolution: This is how we end the occupation
Abbas supports further negotiation at UN over draft resolution
UN: Turning back the clock to pre-1948 is the real endgame 
Analysis: Israel only one of many players in Palestinian state bid 
Peres in Paris: Int'l community should avoid unilateral steps on Palestinian issue
Netanyahu: Palestinian move at UN will lead to Hamas takeover in West Bank
US: We won't support Palestinian UNSC resolution on an Israeli withdrawal
Commentary: A UN Timetable For Israel's Destruction
Liberman: Israel hopes Palestinians will return to peace talks
Likely US presidential candidate: Egyptian option should be examined to solve Israeli-Arab conflict
Famous Egyptian writer says Hamas is "the real enemy," not Israel
Breaking: Gaza rocket explodes in southern Israel, no injuries
Likud MK Danon: Gaza rocket fire proves to Europe that Hamas is a terrorist group 
UNRWA: Twice number of Gaza homes were damaged in war than we first thought
Only 2% delivered of $5.4 billion pledged for Gaza reconstruction, officials say
Hamas reconstructing terror tunnels using Israeli materials
Israel demands EU keep Hamas on terror blacklist
Netanyahu could be disqualified from Likud leadership race 
Swedish politician calls for Jews to abandon their faith 
2014 sees 7% increase in North American aliyah 
Top Islamic militants killed; more US troops going to Iraq
US general: Islamic State fight to take at least 3 years
US backed talks between jihadi clerics and Isis in effort to save hostage's life 
Texas plumber's old truck resurfaces in Syria, mounted with terrorists' guns
UN appeals for $8.4 billion for humanitarian relief to Syrians
Why Muslims Are Converting to Christ in the Face of ISIS Atrocities 
Islamic State Penal Code Promises Crucifixion, Lashing for Unbelievers
Saudi Arabia's New Law Imposes Death Sentence for Bible Smugglers?
Christian enclave in India fears violence as Hindus press for conversions
Suicide attackers set off car bombs in Yemen city
Pakistan Kills 59 Alleged Militants in Wake of School Massacre
Nigeria sentences soldiers to death for refusing to fight Islamists
Cameroon army kills 116 Boko Haram militants, defense ministry says
Suspected Boko Haram gunmen kidnap over 100 women, children in Nigeria
Kenya security bill: MPs brawl as measures approved
Eight children murdered in mass stabbing in Australia 
Australian Lawmaker: Our Gun Control Laws Created a 'Nation of Victims'
China Tests ICBM With Multiple Warheads
DIA: North Korea Planned Attacks on US Nuclear Plants
US weighs response to Sony hacking attack blamed on North Korea
House cybersecurity chairman warns: First Sony, next the electric grid, Wall Street
Evidence in Sony hack attack suggests possible involvement by Iran, China or Russia, intel source says
EU leaders ready long confrontation with Russia
Russia not fit to be part of international financial system - Cameron
Obama signs Russia sanctions bill, no new penalties planned
Putin: West wants to defang, declaw Russian bear
Data show Russian cash has already fled
Putin says Russia economy will be cured, offers no remedy
Opponent calls for Putin's exit as Russia slides into crisis
Venezuela, Not Russia, Will Be The First Domino To Fall With The Price of Oil
The reason oil could drop as low as $20 per barrel
Commentary: Big Banks Will Take Depositors Money In Next Crash
Dow soars 421 points in best day since Nov. 2011
Stocks rally on oil turn as Fed vows rate patience
Yellen Makes It Clear That Fed's Patience on Rates Has Limits
IRS warns of possible shutdown
Amazon Unveils One-Hour Delivery Service
LA To San Fran In 35 Minutes? Hyperloop CEO Says Speed Tube Could Become Reality
Bots Now Outnumber Humans on the Web
This Neuroscientist Is Trying to Upload His Entire Brain to a Computer
Wristband notices when you fall asleep and records your TV show
German researchers discover a flaw that could let anyone listen to your cell calls
Experts Forecast the End of Privacy as We Know It
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Nemuro, Japan 
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits the Pacific-Antarctic Ridge 
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Port-Olry, Vanuatu 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Ndoi Island, Fiji 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Zuobude, China
Ruiz volcano in Colombia erupst to 30,000ft
Popocatepetl volcano in Mexico erupts to 25,000ft
Health group: most states unprepared to combat infectious disease outbreaks
Top doctor in Sierra Leone dies of Ebola
19 Kids and Counting Duggar Family Helps Anti-LGBT Bill Get Passed
Josh Duggar: I love gays, which is why I'm fighting against their rights
Apple CEO Tim Cook funds gay-rights initiative in Alabama
Neighboring states challenge Colorado pot laws in top U.S. court
Church of England Announces First Ever Woman Bishop, Breaking Centuries of Tradition
Under Francis, a Bolder Vision of Vatican Diplomacy Emerges
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. On Blessing & Cursing Israel
1. Russia Angling for Share In Israeli Natural Gas
1. A little known prophecy in Job
1. This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report'
1. The Coming Birth of the Righteous King
1. The Daily Jot: The brutal law of the New Caliphate
1. Daily Devotion: Don't Miss Christmas
1. Featured Article: Misunderstanding The ''Great Escape'' 
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As you consider your gift giving this season, and your end of the year support, please add PROPHECY UPDATE to your list. You can help us end this year strong and start the new year on track. 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE - THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!
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On Blessing & Cursing Israel - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=7953 
 
 
Most premillennial prophecy buffs are interested in Israel. After all, significant portions of prophecy are devoted to Israel's future redemption at Christ's return. They are also familiar, and often quote, the famous edict in Gen 12:3.
 
I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.
 
However, many theologians aren't premillennialists and don't see a future for Israel. They take these Abrahamic blessings and apply them to the church. So when these biblical scholars read Gen 12:3 they are forced to re-interpret it in light of these presuppositions. They believe that prophecy is fulfilled in the church, which they view as the New Spiritual Israel.
 
This is what Wheaton College New Testament Professor Gary Burge did during an interview with partial preterist Hank Hanegraaff. Burge noted the inclination of some evangelicals to find a biblical mandate in supporting Israel, and sees this as an error.
 
When his host asked about Gen 12, Burge talked about context. He asked - how could that verse possibly be lifted out of Genesis, moved about 3000 years into the future and then applied to secular Israel?
 
"No", he asserted, "the blessing was intended for Abraham and his children." The blessings of the covenant are not anchored to a "bloodline" - they are anchored to "faith." Hence no blessings apply to modern, secular Israel who is out of covenant with God.
 
Dr. Burge took it further. He noted that Old Testament prophets such as Isaiah often had very hard things to say about Israel. He then argues - on that logic one would have to say that Isaiah has to be cursed by God as well. Burge corrects this "error" by saying that, on the contrary, to bless Israel is to be a "truth teller." He then claims that this is what he's doing - blessing Israel by telling the truth.
 
Did you catch the sleight of hand?
 
If blessings and curses cannot be contextually carried 3000 years into the future to a secular Israel, then Burge's "truth telling" argument becomes redundant. Secondly, prophets like Isaiah were specially ordained and used by God. They weren't cursing Israel on their own initiative, they were delivering God's message.
 
Unlike Isaiah, Dr. Gary Burge isn't God's appointed prophet to Israel. More problematic, the charges he and his colleagues accuse Israel of are often spurious. We should remember that God used Assyria to punish Israel, but that He still held the former accountable for it (Isaiah 10:5).
 
Yet if modern scholars miss the obvious bloodline context of Gen 12:3, the patriarch Isaac did not. In Gen 27:29 Isaac applies the same blessing and curse to Abraham's bloodline-descendant Jacob-Israel. The verse is quite clear and perhaps shocking to modern, easily offended sensibilities:
 
May peoples serve you and nations bow down to you. Be master over your brothers; may your mother's sons bow down to you. Those who curse you will be cursed, and those who bless you will be blessed.
 
But that's not all. Even "truth-teller" Isaiah was inspired to write of Israel in a future kingdom context:
 
For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. Isa 60:12
 
It's no wonder that sensitive anti-Israel activists Michael Prior and Naim Ateek shunned large chunks of the Old Testament. In contrast, Dr. Burge informs us that we should now think "Christianly" and therefore we should re-interpret the Old Testament in light of the New Testament.
 
Likewise, in attempting to explain away the future prophetic relevance of Zechariah 14, partial preterist Gary DeMar tortured the texts by allegorizing the events. Motivated by his presuppositions, Philip Mauro employed the same scriptural gymnastics and concluded:
 
"Enough has been said, however, to make evident that the prophecies of Zechariah referred to above, and hence other prophecies of like character as well, relate to things spiritual and have their fulfillment in this present era of grace." (Emphasis mine)
 
However, the New Testament Apostle Peter didn't appear to have re-interpretation in mind when he addressed unbelieving Israel in Acts 3:25.
 
You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your forefathers, saying to Abraham, and in your seed all the families of the earth will be blessed.
 
Just in case there's any confusion, the Apostle Paul also comes to our rescue:
 
And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written: The Liberator will come from Zion; He will turn away godlessness from Jacob. And this will be My covenant with them, when I take away their sins. Regarding the gospel, they are enemies for your advantage, but regarding election, they are loved because of their forefathers, since God's gracious gifts and calling are irrevocable. Rom 11:26-29
 
The New Testament therefore confirms what the "truth-telling" prophets wrote about Israel in the Old Testament. These prophets affirmed that Israel will ultimately seek God because of its afflictions (Deut 4:30-31; Hos 5:15); that God will act to restore and cleanse Israel for His name's sake (Ezek 36:22-38); that they would possess the land forever (Jer 7:7, 25:5; Amos 9:14-15) and that God would never reject Israel's descendants for what they have done (Jer 31:31-37).
 
This being the case, the Blessings and Curses are still applicable to national Israel today.
 
So while it would be fair for someone to point out Israel's errors, as someone might do for any other nation - it would be quite another situation if one were to unfairly and regularly demonize it. That would be tantamount to cursing Israel.
 
And we all know what that means.
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Russia Angling for Share In Israeli Natural Gas - http://hamodia.com/2014/06/08/russia-angling-share-israeli-natural-gas/ 
 
 
Russia wants in on the Israeli natural gas boom, but the U.S. wants them to stay out, and that's why they haven't made progress negotiating with the Israelis, ambassador to Israel Sergey Yakovlev hinted in an interview with Globes.
 
Russia has been seeking entry into the Mediterranean gas fields for some time, but so far to no avail. Gazprom, for one, showed interest in becoming a partner in the Leviathan reserve, one of the most important in the Mediterranean Sea, but nothing substantive came of it.
 
"Representatives of our companies have held bilateral meetings with your attaché in Houston," said Yakovlev, "but so far we have seen no results on the ground."
 
When asked about rumors that the Americans are not exactly enthusiastic about Russian involvement in the regional gas market, Yakovlev assented.
 
"The Americans will not welcome Russian involvement in gas in Israel, but this is economics, not politics," he told the Israeli interviewer. "A great deal depends on your political leadership. If someone tries to impose barriers on you, you have to decide whether to pay more, or to obtain a better contract and pay less. I think that the economic motives outweigh everything else. We have sufficient experience in this industry, and if Israel wants, this could be an opening to fruitful collaboration."
 
In the meantime, while Russia waits for Israeli leadership, Yakovlev took some consolation from the growing number of Russian tourists in Israel, which he believes will surpass even that of Americans in 2014.
 
"According to official sources, 400,000 Russian tourists visited Israel in 2013. But these are only the 'official' tourists, that is to say, those who came purely for the purpose of tourism. If you also take into account Russians who came to Israel on business trips, artists who came to perform, sportspeople and others, the estimate rises to 600,000."
 
In addition, he noted that Israelis are also going to Russia.
 
"According to our estimates, there are about 100,000 Israelis working in Russia in various areas - agriculture, high-tech, industry, aviation, and so on. The Israeli ambassador to Russia told me that the number grows year by year. Only a few families among them have left Israel permanently."
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A little known prophecy in Job - http://the-end-time.blogspot.com/2014/12/a-little-known-prophecy-in-job.html 
 
 
I'm sure you have read (and admired) the following verse from Job a million times. But have you ever considered the prophetic aspects of this powerfully packed scripture? Job 38 is the climactic chapter where God speaks to Job about His own sovereignty over creation, time, and over all the peoples of earth.
 
"Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, which I have reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of battle and war?" (Job 38:22-23)
 
 Have you ever noticed the phrase, "the time of trouble"? Other translations say reserved for "the time of distress". You will also notice the reference to "the day" of battle and war. These are standard phrases referring to the final days of the Tribulation. (For example, Jeremiah 30:7, Obadiah 1:14, Joel 2:11).
 
 God has used hail before in judgment and He will do so again. In the past, He used hail during the plagues He sent to Pharaoh, in themselves pictures of the revelation judgments of the coming Tribulation.
 
 "The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field". (Exodus 9:25)
 
 The future judgment will contain another plague of hail-
 
And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe. (Revelation 16:21)
 
 Gill's Exposition says of the Job 38 verse,
 
Of hail we have instances in Scripture, as employed against the Egyptians and Canaanites, Exodus 9:25; and of a reserve of it in the purposes of God, and in prophecy against the day of battle with antichrist, Revelation 16:21.
 
 And though there are no instances of snow being used in this way in Scripture, yet there is in history. Strabo reports, that at Corzena and Cambysena, which join to Mount Caucasus, such snows have fallen, that whole companies of men have been swallowed up in them; and even armies have been overwhelmed with them, as the army of the Gauls and such quantities have been thrown down from mountains, on which they have been lodged, that towns, towers, and villages, have been laid prostrate by them and in the year 443, a vast snow destroyed many.
 
I am so awed by prophecy. The (probably) oldest book of the bible, Job, contains a prophecy that is parallel to the last book of the bible, Revelation. God has His plan and who can thwart it? He has set aside some for eternal condemnation and others for eternal joy. He has stored aside His wrath to be unleashed upon them, and hail will be part of that stored-up unleashing. He is precise and will do what He says and it will come to pass to the Nth degree.
 
 The bible is awe-inspiring in its depiction of our God, who authored it and revealed to us what He wants us to know. Part of that knowing is seeing His prophetic mind and His plans come to pass. I praise Him for all His plans, ways, perfections, prophecies.
 
 The purpose of prophecy is: 
 
The disclosing of the will and purposes of God through inspired or Spirit-filled human beings. The OT emphasises the importance of prophecy as a means of knowing God. Many OT prophecies find their fulfilment in Jesus Christ.
Manser, M. H. (2009). Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical Studies. London: Martin Manser.
 
 1. Contents of Prophecy
 
That which is given by the Spirit to the prophet can refer to the past and to the present as well as to the future. However, that which is revealed to the prophet finds its inner unity in this, that it all aims to establish the supremacy of Jehovah. Prophecy views also the detailed events in their relation to the Divine plan, and this latter has for its purpose the absolute establishment of the supremacy of Jehovah in Israel and eventually on the entire earth. 
von, O. C. (1915). Prophecy, Prophets. In J. Orr, J. L. Nuelsen, E. Y. Mullins, & M. O. Evans (Eds.), The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (Vol. 1-5, p. 2464). Chicago: The Howard-Severance Company.
 
 Above all, prophecy shows who is LORD over all creation. It points to Jesus. It is history unfolding as it was laid down from the beginning. The LORD has stored up hail and snow, reserved for the day of distress. He will do it.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/91.jpg]


To order and more information - Click Here



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
This week on 'The Hal Lindsey Report' - Hal Lindsey - www.hallindsey.com 
 
 
For many of us, Christmas is our favorite time of the year. But each year it grows more difficult to navigate the suffocating commercialism and secularization of the season to arrive at the genuine reason for the celebration: the incarnation of God as a human to become the sacrifice for our sins and make possible our reconciliation to God. 
 
I'm afraid we've lost our sense of wonderment at the unfathomable miracles that made possible the advent of our Savior. 
 
One of those miracles was the coming of the magi to worship the child. As is my recent custom, I will examine the story of those mysterious 'wise men' who traveled so far to worship the new 'King of the Jews.' Who were they? How did they know to watch for a sign in the heavens? How long did they wait for that sign? Where did they come from? (Hint: It's a land where, 20 centuries later, the followers of the Christ child are suffering tremendous persecution and martyrdom.) Why did gentiles come to worship the King of the Jews? How did God use them to preserve the Messiah's life? You'll learn the answers to all of these questions and more this week when I discuss "The Mystery of the Magi." 
 
I think it will rekindle in you an appreciation of the complexity of God's plan to redeem His creation through His own sacrifice. Christmas is a celebration of that overwhelming and unsearchable love. 
 
Thank you for your faithful prayer and financial support of Hal Lindsey Media Ministries during 2014. 2015 promises to be even more exciting as the "birth pangs" increase in frequency and intensity in these last days. That's why we need to do everything possible to spread the Good News of Christ's coming before it is forever too late. 
 
As this world turns its back on Creator God and toward the god of darkness, sin and ungodliness will increase. The Bible tells us that if we sow to the wind, we will reap the whirlwind. And the whirlwind brings with it death and destruction. 
 
Every day's headlines warn us to prepare for what is coming. Death and destruction can fall upon us, unexpectedly, at any moment. That means that we must make our hearts ready while there is still time. The Bible tells us that "now is the appointed time," today is "the day of salvation." None of us can be certain we'll have another. 
 
If you have never accepted the gift of pardon that Jesus Christ purchased for you, do it today. Jesus came to earth as a human baby (that is precisely why we celebrate Christmas), then willingly surrendered His sinless earthly life to die a brutal death in your place so that the penalty required by your sin would be paid. And by doing so, Jesus Christ satisfied God's justice. He suffered so you would not have to suffer eternal separation from God. He loves you that much. 
 
The pardon for sin that He secured with His death and resurrection is now available to you. All you have to do is believe and accept it. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died in your place. Confess with your mouth that you are, indeed, a sinner and acknowledge that you are not worthy to be accepted into God's eternal presence. Then, accept the gift of pardon that Christ's death purchased for you. From that moment, you're a member of God's family and can look forward to spending a joyous eternity in His presence. 
 
As you turn from your sin and trust the Holy Spirit to empower you to live a life that is pleasing to God, you'll discover a peace and joy you've never known before. I encourage you to find a solid, Bible-believing church and associate with fellow believers. As this world grows darker and more hostile to the Word of God, we're all going to need the strength and encouragement that comes from being a part of a church family. 
 
Welcome to God's forever family and have a wonderful, blessed, and very MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
Don't miss this week's Report on TBN, Daystar, CPM Network, The Word Network, various local stations, www.hallindsey.com  or www.hischannel.com 
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The Coming Birth of the Righteous King - By Andy Coticchio - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/wc4.html 
 
 
 As we are in the season in which we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, I find it is always good to focus daily on its meaning. In an age where holding to a Christian worldview is under increasing attack, at a time where leaving Christ in Christmas is being treated almost as if it is a sin against humanity, I find the world to be not only a sinful, dark and fallen place but an ironic one at that.
 
 Thoughtful people need to make an almost concerted effort to meditate on Jesus and what His birth 2000 years ago means-to our eternal destinies. We can read the gospel accounts of His birth, and I am sure many a great sermon will focus on these birth accounts over the next few weeks.  But I would like to turn elsewhere for reflection today, toward the book of Psalms.
 
 The birth of Christ has such potent meaning for us because of the death of Christ upon the Cross. His birth, if that was all that had passed in His life, would not have the meaning it does without the salvation bought with His blood upon the Cross. I think it is the Cross that offends, and by association with the Cross at the other end of His earthly life, that the birth of Christ tends to offend many as well. That birth and that death will come full circle within earthly history upon His return. The work of Christ is finished on the Cross, but we will not see the fulfillment of His work until His millennial reign.
 
 It is this fulfillment that gives His birth such meaning, it is this fulfillment that gives us the hope of the season. For without the birth of Christ leading to His sacrifice, the appearance of the righteous King would fill all with horror. But because of the events that started with His birth, we who have trusted in Christ will be filled with joy.
 
"He will bring justice to the poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy, and will break in pieces the oppressor. He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth" (Psalm 72:4, 8).
 
 As our righteous King, He will install a reign of justice for all in His kingdom. There will be no oppression, no one will want for anything ever again. It will be a reign from sea to sea, no one but the righteous King anointed by God has the right or the ability to rule the world. Beware of anyone else who attempts to do so by force or flattery.
 
"His name shall endure forever; His name shall continue as long as the sun. And men shall be blessed in Him; All nations shall call Him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only does wondrous things! And blessed be His glorious name forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen" (Psalm 72:17-19).
 
 The righteous King will be blessed in His reign, and that blessing will last forever as will His reign. All are invited to share in that blessing for eternity. It takes submission to the King and obedience to His will by trusting in Him alone for salvation and accepting His gift. Why is it that so many are more willing to struggle to grasp that which is fleeting and rage against that which is freely given? Why does pride blind so many that they would perish in their defiance, and not humble themselves before the true King? A King who humbled Himself, first as a helpless child, then as a willing sacrifice, all for a people (all of us) who deserved none of what He did and offered. 
 
 For the most part the world cannot do what He should not have had to. And the celebration of His birth every year seems to be a painful reminder to many when it should instead be a joyful remembrance to all. Christmas is a time of reflection, not only of the birth of Jesus, but His life on earth, His death on the Cross and of His Second Coming in power and glory to rule, reign and restore all things anew.
 
 Andy Coticchio
 Executive Director - Rafter Cross Ministries
 
www.evensocome.org 
 
ancoti@gmail.com
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The Daily Jot: The brutal law of the New Caliphate - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
The new caliphate, the Islamic State (IS) has released its revised penal code for ruling the world. Herein evidence once again that Islam is neither of God, nor is it peaceful. Those who say that allah is the same as YHVH are in the very least ignorant, and in being so, deny the foundational premise of Christianity found in John 14:6 when Jesus says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." There is no connection between the God of the Bible and allah, which is the antithesis of the God of the Bible. Many could use the Koran itself, and its sharia law, to prove that if allah and YHVH were the same, then God would be against himself.
 
The Middle East Media Research Institute (MEMRI) translated a document detailing the (IS) penal code was released on the Jihadi Media Platform forum (alplatformmedia.com) on December 15. "Clarification [regarding] the Hudud [Koranic punishments]" included a list of crimes and their respective punishment according to the shari'a. According to MEMRI, IS "published the document as a warning and a reminder to the people living under its rule. It also reaffirmed its commitment to enforce it vigilantly. The document begins with various Koranic verses emphasizing the need for Muslims to adhere to the shari'a, while noting that those who do not follow it are considered unbelievers."
 
Crimes with death sentences are: Blasphemy against Allah; Blasphemy against the Prophet Muhammad (even if the accuser repents);  Blasphemy against Islam;  Adultery: (Stoning until death in cases where adulterer was married and 100 lashes and exile if he or she were unmarried); Sodomy (homosexuality) (Death for both the person committing the act, and the one receiving it); Spying for the unbelievers; Apostasy; Murder; Murder and stealing (both death and crucifixion). Some lesser crimes include 80 lashes for drinking alcohol or slandering. Stealing as part of banditry will result in cutting off the right hand and the left leg. The crime with the least amount of punishment is terrorizing people, for which one will be exiled.
 
Islam is a death culture incompatible with freedom and representative government. This is clear by the way it administers government and law. This is what Christians are faced with in Syria, Iraq and other places in the Middle East where this satanic cult is allowed to prosper. No matter what anyone says, this is the face of Islam. It is what is being taught in mosques across America, and in Palestinian schools in Israel. It is what lays deep inside true Muslim believers. There is no way to be part of Islam and not escape what Islam is. It is in black and white in the Koran, and it is as evil and brutal as anything on earth. Allah is not the same as YHVH. The Koran is the antithesis of the Bible.
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Daily Devotion: Don't Miss Christmas - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men! -Luke 2:14
 
"Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let earth receive her King. Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room." -Joy to the World
 
This Christmas, don't miss the point of celebrating Christmas. Don't be like the innkeeper who missed Jesus because he was too busy (see Luke 2). Make time for the Lord. Don't be like King Herod who was too afraid to let Christ rule his life (see Matthew 2). Turn your heart over to Christ. Finally, don't run your life like the Roman Empire, who missed Christmas because other gods took the place of Christ in their lives. Allow nothing else to take the place of worshipping Jesus Christ.
 
On Christmas morning we will unwrap our Christmas presents, but eventually the novelty of it all will wear off. The present that was once so precious to you will end up stuffed in the closet or handed off to someone else. A newer version of your latest gadget will arrive that has more megapixels, or is smaller, or faster, or has better battery life. In time, your Christmas gifts will mostly be forgotten. But God has given us the ultimate gift-the gift of His Son Jesus Christ.
 
Don't miss Christmas this year. As Watts and Handel once wrote, "Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room."
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FROM THE HEART
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/49.jpg] 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS AND YEAR END GIVING - THANKS!
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Misunderstanding The ''Great Escape'' - Jack Kinsella - www.omegaletter.com 
 
 
One of the principle misunderstandings concerning the Rapture revolves around its purpose. Critics of a pre-Tribulation Rapture deride it as some pie-in-the-sky 'Great Escape' for Christians living in the last days.
 
There is no such promise of 'escape' from tribulation, they argue, and (correctly) point out the Bible's promise that 'in this world ye shall have tribulation' so the pretribulational hope of a 'Great Escape' is not only delusional, it is unscriptural.
 
The fact is, if the pretribulational hope WAS for a 'Great Escape' from tribulation, they would be correct. There is NO promise that the Church will escape tribulation, but there is an iron-clad promise that the Church will not go through the seven years of tribulation described by Jeremiah as the 'Time of Jacob's Trouble' or outlined by Daniel as Israel's '70th Week.'
 
There are several reasons for a pretribulational Rapture, not the least of which is the purpose of the Tribulation in God's unfolding Plan for the ages.
 
The purpose of the seven year Tribulation Period is two-fold. The first reason is to fulfill Daniel's prophecy of the 70 Weeks. The angel told Daniel that:
 
"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." (Daniel 9:24)
 
Note there are six elements to the fulfillment of this prophecy. First, to finish Israel's sin - the rejection of the Messiah at the First Advent.
 
Then there is a skip forward in time to His Second Advent, at which time, an end will be made of sin, reconciliation will be made for Israel's iniquity, everlasting righteousness will introduced to Israel, Israel's Scriptures will be vindicated by the fulfillment of all prophecy and finally, the return of Christ at the conclusion of the war of Armageddon, at which time He will be anointed and will take His seat at the Throne of David.
 
Between the First and Second Advents there is the Church Age, a 'mystery' unrevealed to the Hebrew prophets. That is why Daniel's outline of 490 years of Israeli history doesn't anticipate a gap between the 'cutting off of the Messiah' at the end of the sixty-nine weeks of years and the confirmation of the covenant by the antichrist at the onset of the 70th. (Daniel 9:27)
 
From Daniel's perspective, it is an unbroken narrative of what would befall 'his people' (the Jews) and 'his holy city' (Jerusalem), culminating with the 'anointing of the Most Holy' at the conclusion of the 70th week and the ushering in of Isaiah's Millennial Kingdom. There is no role set aside for the Church in prophecy during the 70th Week, since it is reserved for Israel's national redemption and their acceptance of the Messiah.
 
The Church has, by definition, already accepted the Messiah and was redeemed at the Cross.
 
The second purpose Scripture gives for the Tribulation Period is that it is a period of judgment against those who reject Christ and embrace the antichrist.
 
Since Christians who accept Christ were already judged at the Cross, there is no role set aside for the Church in the judgments pronounced because,
 
"Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts." (Revelation 9:21)
 
Repentance is a necessary condition of salvation, it is that repentance that causes us to seek forgiveness at the Cross in the first place. Since believers in the Church Age became believers by repenting, there is no purpose for bringing the judgment of an unrepentant world on the Church.
 
The Rapture isn't a 'Great Escape', contrary to popular belief. The Rapture occurs when the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit is removed with the Church to allow the onset of the 7 year period of unrestrained evil that occurs during the Tribulation. (2nd Thessalonians 2:7)
 
The Rapture is the Blessed Hope of the Church, but it's primary purpose is not so much a 'rescue mission' as it is a necessary function of the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit's ministry of restraining evil. Since we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, when the Restrainer is withdrawn, so are we, since we are His vessels.
 
Therefore, it is certain to conclude that the Church won't be here for the Tribulaton itself, since withdrawing the indwelling of the Holy Spirit from the believing Church would leave them spiritually defenseless at a time of maximum need, something Jesus promised He would never do.
 
Jesus said we could trust Him that He would never forsake His Church, and His Church is defined as being composed of believers who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
 
"And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you FOREVER. Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."
 
But there is no reason to conclude the Church will be Raptured for the purpose of providing a 'Great Escape' for, as I said, the Rapture is necessary to withdrawal of the Restrainer, rather than a rescue mission to the Church.
 
"I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you." (John 14:16-18)
 
Christians have suffered in every generation, and continue to suffer persecution and death for their faith today in places like Vietnam, China, Sudan and most of the Islamic world.
 
There is no promise to the Church of the last days for a 'rescue' but rather, the Rapture is the fulfilment of an EXISTING Promise Jesus made that the Holy Spirit would Personally indwell believers and guide us in all truth 'forever'.
 
"In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:2-3)
 
For believers, our finite understanding of 'forever' begins with Pentecost and continues to the Rapture, at which point 'forever' takes on its eternal meaning for all believers covered under the Covenant between Jesus and the Church.
 
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words." (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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