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	12/21/14
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Egypt will back Palestinian resolution at UN
Elevating US-Israel alliance, Obama hails his role
Labor-Hatnua take credit for US stand against UN Security Council moves
Peres: Dimona reactor was first step to Oslo
Netanyahu: We will not ignore even one rocket from Gaza
Ya'alon: Israel holds Hamas responsible for what happens in the Gaza strip
Hamas: Gaza woman spied for Israel
Retreating IS fighters call Kurds 'dogs of Israel'
Egypt receives 10 Apache helicopters from US
Egypt and Qatar take steps towards reconciliation - Saudi
Saudi says security forces kill four militants in Shi'ite village 
Yazidis cheer Kurds on Iraqi mountain for breaking Islamic State siege
Iran has know-how to build nukes, senior cleric claims
US sends four Guantanamo prisoners home to Afghanistan
Afghan Taliban decry 'biased' U.N. report on civilian casualties
Tunisia troops kill gunman in polling station attack
British troops to help fight against Boko Haram as SAS target Isil
Int'l Community Urged To Suppress Boko Haram's Monetary Lifeline
Bomb Blast Kills 3, Hurts 5 in Northeastern India
Putin says Russia won't be intimidated over Crimea
French police shoot dead knife-wielding man suspected of terrorism
France: Man attacks police, yells 'Allahu Akbar' before being killed
Sydney Siege Leads U.S. State Department to Issue Worldwide Travel Alert
Rally against police violence forces partial Mall of America shutdown
Gunman executes 2 NYPD cops as 'revenge' for Garner
Castro Thanks the U.S. in a Speech but Reaffirms Communist Rule in Cuba
US stands by assertion that North Korea behind Sony attack
U.S. seeks China's help against North Korean cyberattacks
Air Force admits nuclear flaws, faces uncertain path to remedying underinvestment, low morale
Baby Jesus gets GPS
'Digital nose' on a chip can sniff out diseases
Debt Collectors Hound Millions of Retired Americans
Nearly Half of States Have Gas Selling for Less Than $2 a Gallon
6.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Tobelo, Indonesia
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Hernani, Philippines
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Tobelo, Indonesia
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Tobelo, Indonesia
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Hernani, Philippines 
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Bella Bella, Canada 
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Mawlaik, Burma
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Izu Islands, Japan region 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kuripan, Indonesia
Sabancaya volcano in Argentina erupts to 25,000ft
Popocatepetl volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
Shiveluch volcano on Kamchakta, Russia erupts to 22,000ft
The Alarming Research Behind New York's Fracking Ban
10 years on, tsunami warning stumbles at the "last mile"
FDA approves Cubists' drug for antibiotic-resistant bacteria
B.C. avian flu virus never seen before in North America: CFIA
South Korea halts US poultry imports due to bird flu in US
Britain lifts bird flu restrictions on duck farm
Egypt's gays go deeper underground, fearing crackdown
High School: Islamic vocabulary lesson part of Common Core standards
12/20/14


'Livni, Peres urged Kerry to stall Palestinian bid for statehood at UN'

Gaza rocket hits Israel for third time since summer war

IDF aircraft strike Gaza following earlier rocket fire

Palestinians in Gaza fear IAF attack marks beginning of end of cease-fire 

Hamas Official Says a 'New Chapter' Open with Iran

UN: Israel must pay Lebanon 850 million dollars from oil spill in 2nd Lebanon War

Israel scoffs at UN demand that it foot bill for oil spill from Lebanon war

US official: Israel will export gas to Egypt, Jordan, Turkey

Iran's support for Syria tested by oil price drop

ISIS reportedly selling Christian artifacts, turning churches into torture chambers

Pakistan: 77 militants killed after school massacre

From terror to Cold War upheaval to Hollywood hacks: What a week

Russian Nuclear Bombers Again Buzz Guam

Obama to block exports of goods, technology, services to Crimea

Canada to impose more economic sanctions, travel bans against Russians

Vladimir Putin invites Kim Jong-un to Moscow

North Korea says did not hack Sony, wants joint probe with U.S.

Japan condemns Sony cyberattack, sees no impact on its NKorea talks

Obama says Sony made 'mistake' in nixing movie release, vows US response to cyber-attack

Sony exec fires back at President Obama

Hackers to Sony: We'll stand down if you never release the movie

Cuba's parliament backs move to re-establish diplomatic ties with U.S.

Castro's daughter: Cuba not returning to capitalism despite US deal

Hawkish Russian Emissary To Visit Cuba's Leaders

For Cuban Jews in US, rapprochement with Castro regime cause for concern

Human rights in spotlight after US-Cuba deal

Immigration: Fight against Obama's lawlessness just beginning

Federal judge: Executive immigration plan 'unconstitutional'

Thanks to PC western leaders, it's Happy Hunting for the Terrorists

Obama signs nearly $578 billion defense bill for fiscal 2015

US appeals court deems gun law unconstitutional

Colorado Movie Theater Shooter's Parents Plead for His Life

61,000 cyberattacks on U.S. in 2013

Government hacks and security breaches skyrocket

48,000 Federal Employees Potentially Affected by Second Background Check Hack

Changing Our DNA through Mind Control?

Man fined for crashing drone over police operation in Melbourne

Sunspot erupts in X-flare

Popocatepetl volcano erupts to 22,000ft

Sabancaya volcano in Argentina erupts to 18,000ft

Mt Etna in Italy erupts to 14,000ft

Indonesia volcano Gamalama erupts leaving 4 injured

5.9 magnitude earthquake hits near Namie, Japan 

Magnitude 5.7 earthquake strikes France's Guadeloupe: USGS

5.5-Magnitude earthquake strikes off the coast of Japan

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Sabang, Indonesia

5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Antipodes Island, New Zealand 

A 13th Earthquake Reported in Irving, TX

Holiday Travel Forecast: Major Christmas Eve Winter Storm to Impact Millions in Midwest, East

NOAA Scientists Claim U.S. Coasts Will See More Floods

Contaminated caramel apples linked to four deaths, dozens of illnesses in 10 states

Child quarantined after Chicago airport Ebola alert

Mother arrested in deaths of 8 children in Australia, police say

NC abortion rule-makers urged to put science first

Hearing allows public to weigh in on revised NC abortion clinic regulations

US Supreme Court allows gay marriage to proceed in Florida next month

'Cursed by God': Far-right activist claims Liverpool FC punished for backing gay rights

Victory for plaintiff in China gay conversion case

DOJ: Employers Can't Discriminate Against Transgendered

Yes, Virginia, There Is A 'War On Christmas': Atheists Unveil Anti-Christmas TV Specials
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Hamas to blame if hostilities escalate again, Netanyahu warns
1. Official: Russia plotting to start war on Israel
1. Obama's Bad Harvest
1. First pure olive oil produced in 2000 years' says Temple Institute
1. Twas the Week Before Christmas
1. Our joy is in Christ, not Christmas
1. Featured Article: A Shepherd's Story
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As you consider your gift giving this season, and your end of the year support, please add PROPHECY UPDATE to your list. You can help us end this year strong and start the new year on track. 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE - THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!
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Hamas to blame if hostilities escalate again, Netanyahu warns - http://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-to-blame-if-hostilities-escalate-again-netanyahu-warns/ 
 
 
Israel won't tolerate 'a single rocket attack,' PM says after IAF hits Gaza cement factory in response to Friday's rocket fire
 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Saturday that Israel will not tolerate a single rocket fired from the Gaza Strip, and that Hamas would reap the consequences of further such attacks. "If there's an escalation of hostilities, Hamas will be to blame," Netanyahu said. 
 
After a rocket was fired into southern Israel on Friday afternoon, the prime minister said Israel's retaliatory air raid targeted a Hamas factory that was producing cement to rebuild the terror tunnels destroyed and damaged in last summer's war.
 
The Israeli air strike Friday night was the first by Israel on the Palestinian enclave since the summer truce that ended the 50-day war between the sides. It came in response to the fire from Gaza earlier on Friday that saw a rocket land in open terrain in the Eshkol region.
 
"Israel's security is our first priority and Israel won't tolerate the firing of a single rocket without a response," Netanyahu said at a Hannukah ceremony at Jerusalem's Western Wall. "That's why the air force responded and destroyed a cement factory used for rebuilding tunnels that were damaged in Operation Protective Edge."
 
Defense Minister Moshe Ya'alon said Saturday that Israel's strike on the Gaza Strip the night before was an "unequivocal message" to Hamas.
 
"We consider Hamas responsible for what happens in the territory of the [Gaza] Strip, and we shall respond to it with force if it doesn't prevent rocket fire at Israel," Ya'alon said.
 
Hamas threatened to hit back at Israel after Israeli jets struck the Gaza Strip, but a Hamas official also said that the group was prepared to maintain the ceasefire if Israel also wanted to.
 
"We are interested in continuing the current policy," Moussa Abu Marzouk said, according to a report by Israel Radio.
 
Earlier in the day Hamas Prime Minister in the Gaza Strip Ismail Haniyeh said that the Israeli airstrikes constitute "a grave violation of the ceasefire agreement."
 
"We will protect and guard the resistance's victory in the last conflict," Haniyeh said. "We call on Egypt as the guarantor of the agreement to act and stop the violations by the enemy."
 
Another senior Hamas member said Saturday that "the resistance [as Hamas calls itself] has the right to respond to Israeli aggression at the time and place of its choosing."
 
Ismail al-Ashqar warned that Israeli action "against Palestinian fishermen and agriculture workers [was] a dangerous escalation."
 
The Israeli navy and army regularly fire warning shots at Gaza fishing boats that stray beyond the six nautical miles off the coast allowed by Israel and at farm workers who come too close to the security fence, respectively.
 
Gaza residents reported low-flying Israeli aircraft over the Palestinian enclave and multiple airstrikes. Unconfirmed reports indicated Israeli warships may also have shelled the Gaza Strip.
 
A spokesman for Gaza's Hamas-run Health Ministry said there were no casualties in the attack.
 
The IDF Spokesperson's Unit said in a statement that Israeli planes "struck Hamas terror infrastructure site in the southern Gaza Strip" in response to Friday's rocket attack, and that a direct was confirmed.
 
"The IDF will not permit any attempt to undermine the security and jeopardize the well-being of the civilians of Israel," Spokesman Lt. Col. Peter Lerner said. "The Hamas terrorist organization is responsible and accountable for today's attack against Israel."
 
Friday night's airstrike came following a rocket attack on southern Israel on Friday afternoon. Palestinians in Gaza fired a Kassam rocket at an Israeli community in the Eshkol region near the Gaza Strip, causing neither casualties nor damage.
 
It was the third time that Gaza terrorists have fired rockets at Israel since the conclusion of Operation Protective Edge, last summer's war between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
 
IDF soldiers swept the area Friday and found the remains of the rocket.
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Official: Russia plotting to start war on Israel - Aaron Klein - http://www.wnd.com/2014/12/official-russia-plotting-to-start-war-on-israel/ 
 
 
Plan includes shipping missiles to terrorist groups
 
Russia is preparing a contingency plan to prompt Hezbollah and possibly the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad into a direct military conflict with Israel, according to a French official who has been apprised of the situation.
 
 
The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the contingency was meant to be used as a card against the West, particularly the U.S. and European Union, which has been engaged in efforts to isolate Moscow.
 
This past week, the U.S. and E.U. adapted tighter sanctions on the Russian economy, including restrictions on investments in the Crimea, with emphasis on Russian Black Sea oil and gas exploration and tourism.
 
The official said there is information Russia in recent weeks successfully shipped to Hezbollah a large convoy of Iskandar ballistic missiles and surface-to-air missiles. The missiles were received, despite Israel's alleged airstrikes in Syria targeting Russian-shipped weapons earlier this month, the official said.
 
The official said Russia has not made any decision about agitating a Hezbollah attack on Israel, but views a possible conflict in the Mideast as a card it can play in its confrontation with the West, particularly in Ukraine.
 
Earlier this month, Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moualem traveled to Russia to meet with the country's president, Vladimir Putin, and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov at Russia's Black Sea resort of Sochi.
 
WND reported at the time that according to a source in Assad's regime, Putin and Lavrov assured Moualem that Russia "won't stand for" any Western attack on Assad and that the Russians pledged "support" and "protection" to the Assad regime.
 
That pledge came amid pressure from Turkey and Saudi Arabia on the Obama administration to expand the fight against ISIS in Syria to also target Assad's forces.
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Obama's Bad Harvest - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd154.html 
 
  
One of the most remarkable verses in the Bible reads:  "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). 
 
Do not let people mislead you about this immutable (unchangeable) law of God. Our God cannot be misled, treated with contempt or treated like He doesn't exist; the things we do in life will produce a harvest.
 
It is interesting to note that Jacob deceived his father into thinking he was Esau (Gen. 27:6-29) and later, Laban tricked  Jacob into marrying Leah instead of Rachel (Gen. 29:9-30). 
 
Pharaoh ordered the death of all of the male Hebrew babies in Egypt (Ex. 1:16) and later, God ordered the death of all of the first-born Egyptian babies in Egypt (Ex. 11:4-6; 12:29-30).  
 
David committed adultery with Bathsheba, got her pregnant and was directly responsible for the death of her husband Uriah (II Sam. 11:2-27), and later, others committed adultery with David's wives and his child with Bathsheba got sick and died (II Sam. 12:11-19).
 
Jezebel had Naboth killed so Ahab could get his vineyard (I Kings 21:1-16) and later, Ahab died at the exact same place where Naboth died (I Kings 21:17-22:39). Saul (later called Paul) consented to Stephen being stoned to death (Acts 7:57-8:1).  And later, Paul was stoned to death (Acts 14:19).
 
Repentance and confession can change things, but I want to move on to something else. Another one of God's immutable laws says:
 
"For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head" (Obad. 1:18). 
 
 When the Tribulation period is about to fall upon the enemies of Israel (not upon the saved because of the Pre-Trib Rapture), those who mistreat Israel will reap what they sow. Every attempt to harm Israel will backfire. 
 
 God's guiding principle will be to do to  Israel's enemies what they try to do to  Israel. In essence, they will decide their own judgment and it will fall upon their head like a bolder from heaven. 
 
Look at how the Obama Administration has treated Prime Minister Netanyahu and Israel: Pres. Obama snubbed and insulted Prime Minister Netanyahu at the White House. Members of the Obama Administration met with an Israeli politician behind closed doors to discuss an effort to topple the Netanyahu government.  
 
Members of the Obama Administration refused to meet with members of the Netanyahu cabinet. A senior official in the Obama Administration called Prime Minister Netanyahu chicken***t (chicken manure).
 
Members of the Obama Administration reportedly held meetings to discuss sanctions on Israel because the Netanyahu government continues to issue building permits in Jewish neighborhoods on the West Bank.
 
Terrorists have attacked women and children in Israel and the Obama Administration blamed it on Israel. Palestinians have been paid to riot on the Temple Mount and the Obama Administration blamed their violence on Israel. 
 
The Islamic State has recruited thousands of killers and the Obama Administration has blamed their recruiting success on  Israel. In the eyes of Mr. Obama and his staff-Israel can do no good, and all of the terrorism, violence and war-is Israel's fault.
 
Pres. Obama's disdain for Israel and Prime Minister Netanyahu have not gone unnoticed. Mr. Netanyahu's political rivals should have laid the blame at the feet of America's pro-Muslim, anti-Semitic president. 
 
But they chose to use the Obama Administration's snubs, insults, name-calling, lies and false accusations to belittle Mr. Netanyahu for the purpose of furthering their own political careers. 
 
According to them, every rift between the U.S. and Israel has been Mr. Netanyahu's fault. Every Netanyahu decision that Pres. Obama didn't like was Mr. Netanyahu's fault. (It worked the way Pres. Obama wanted it to work.) The internal strife hog-tied the government. Mr. Netanyahu dissolved his coalition and scheduled new elections.
 
Only God knows the future. But it seems unwise to me for the Obama Administration to be causing political strife in  Israel. God's immutable laws still apply. As we approach a new year, I hope I am wrong and it is just my opinion.
 
But I must admit that I won't be surprised if the political division that Pres. Obama has sown in Israel produces a bad harvest of political division in America. It will be just one more sign that the Tribulation period is near.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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To order and more information - Click Here
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'First pure olive oil produced in 2000 years' says Temple Institute - http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/First-pure-olive-oil-produced-in-2000-years-says-Temple-Institute-385250 
 
 
The holiday of Hanukka is known as the festival of lights, but in many respects it is also the festival of oil, specifically the olive oil used in Temple times to light the Temple menorah, which we commemorate by lighting hanukkiot, as well as feasting on festive treats such as doughnuts and latkes.
 
This year, the Temple Institute, an educational and activist group dedicated to preparing the vessels for a third Temple, has produced pure olive oil fit for use in the menorah of the Temple for what it says is the first time in 2,000 years.
 
The production of four and a half liters of the precious olive oil this year was an extremely complex process due to the necessity of keeping it pure according to Jewish law. In addition, the ceramic flasks also had to made to conform to the standards of religious purity required for use in the Temple.
 
The newly pressed olive oil will feature in a festive procession through the Old City of Jerusalem on the seventh night of Hanukka on Monday from the Zion Gate to the Temple Institute's visitors center.
 
According to Rabbi Haim Richman, director of the institute's international department, the production of the olive oil required precise knowledge of an extremely specialized and complex area of Jewish law.
 
Due to the exacting requirements of Jewish law for producing this pure oil, the research undertaken into these precise requirements was extensive and exhaustive, said the rabbi.
 
One requirement for the production process was that no fertilizer be used in the growing of the olives themselves, so the institute needed to find olives grown organically. One such organic olive grove was found in the town of Ramot in the Golan Heights.
 
There, earlier this month, Richman and others from the Institute harvested around 150kg of olives and pressed them under strict supervision and stringent conditions, such as the requirement that no metal come into contact with the olives, into four and a half liters of olive oil.
 
The olives were harvested and the oil pressed all on the same day.
 
The earthenware flasks made to contain the oil were produced by an artisan from the settlement of Ofra, again without the use of metal, and the oil stored inside them was sealed with a silicone plug which will maintain the oil's pure status.
 
"Hannukka has a special strength and power, as the original light of the Temple, akin to the original light of creation, shines in Jewish homes during this holiday," said Richman.
 
"The story of Hannukka is largely a struggle for the Jewish home, the Land of Israel, a and the Temple Mount," he continued. "The Greeks were trying to destroy both the Jewish homeland and the Jewish home itself, by issuing prohibitions on circumcision and special sanctified times like Shabbat and the Jewish holidays, which are an intrinsic part of Jewish family life.
 
"We see that the Jewish people is supposed to stand up and fight for what it believes in, like the Maccabees."
 
Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount is a basic human right and mainstream, Richman said, adding it's for what Jewish people have been praying for three times away.
 
The newly pressed olive oil will feature in a festive procession through the Old City of Jerusalem on the seventh night of Hanukka on Monday night form the Zion Gate to the Temple Institute's Visitors Center.
 
According to Rabbi Haim Richman, director of the Temple Institutes International Department, the production of the olive oil required precise knowledge of an extremely specialized and complex area of Jewish law.
 
Due to the exacting requirements of Jewish law for producing this pure oil, the research undertaken into these precise requirements was extensive and exhaustive, said the rabbi. 
 
 One requirement for the production process was that no fertilizer be used in the growing of the olives themselves, so the Institute needed to find olives grown organically.
 
One such organic olive grove was found in the town of Ramot in the Golan Heights. 
 
There, earlier this month, Richman and others from the Institute harvested around 150kg of olives and pressed them under strict supervision and stringent conditions, such as the requirement that no metal come into contact with the olives, into four and a half liters of olive oil. 
 
The olives were harvested and the oil pressed all on the same day. 
 
The earthenware flasks made to contain the oil were produced by an artisan from the settlement of Ofra, again without the use of metal, and the oil stored inside them was sealed with a silicone plug which will maintain the oil's pure status. 
 
"Hannukka has a special strength and power, as the original light of the Temple, akin to the original light of creation, shines in Jewish homes during this holiday," said Richman. 
 
"The story of Hannukka is largely a struggle for the Jewish home, the Land of Israel, a and the Temple Mount," he continued. 
 
"The Greeks were trying to destroy both the Jewish homeland and the Jewish home itself, by issuing prohibitions on circumcision and special sanctified times like Shabbat and the Jewish holidays, which are an intrinsic part of Jewish family life.
 
"We see that the Jewish people are supposed to stand up and fight for what they believe in like the Maccabees."



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
'Twas the Week Before Christmas - J.L. Robb - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=7952 
 
 
Christmas waits patiently, just a week into the future; and the Spirit of Christmas is alive and well throughout much of the world. It always seems to be, this time of year.
 
Last week there was a story about a lady walking into Walmart and paying off all 154 layaways, $20,000. This week there is the story of a man who did the same for $50,000. For charities, this is a great time of year.
 
I know no one who claims to know what day or month Jesus was born and don't feel it's significant in the whole scheme of things. Most of the world celebrates this magnificent event December 25, and European Orthodox Christians celebrate the birth on January 7. For the sake of this article, let's assume it was December 25; and now we're one week away. Can you imagine what was going through Mary's and Joseph's heads?
 
There was the mystery in Mary's mind about who exactly was she giving birth to, and what did it all mean? There was the mystery in Joseph's mind of how did Mary get pregnant in the first place? Marrying virgins way back then was expected, and it stayed that way throughout most of Jewish and Christian history until the last fifty years or so. Of course, marrying at the age of twelve or thirteen does make the virgin part easier I suppose, before hormones rage; but the point was: All his family and friends knew his wife-to-be was very pregnant December 18, and they were not married... taboo under Jewish law.
 
As if pregnancy wasn't difficult enough, for the first time in many years a census was called. This meant that Joseph and Mary had to walk to Bethlehem and register. There were no trains, planes or automobiles; so walking was the usual mode of transportation. Mary was fortunate and rode a donkey. Nine months pregnant and riding a donkey. Bet that was comfy.
 
Six to seven hundred years before Jesus was born to a virgin, the ancient Jewish prophets predicted that the messiah to come would be born in Bethlehem but would be from Nazareth. The prophets did not mention how God would make this happen, only that it would. Now, here Mary with child and Joseph were on their way from their home in Nazareth to the little town of Bethlehem for the census. And there, Jesus was born, in a stable because there was no room at the inn.
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register.
 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. ~ Luke 2: 1-7 NIV
 
How did the prophets know that? They knew it because Somebody told them, Someone who said: Here's what's going to happen to the Jewish people, so go shout it on the mountain so they will know.
 
The prophets did shout, at least most of them; and they could do some wondrous things, not just predict the future with 100% accuracy. Elijah called fire down from heaven to set some water-soaked logs on fire.
 
"Answer me, Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again."
 
Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.
 
When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The Lord-he is God! The Lord-he is God! ~ 1 Kings 18: 37-39 NIV
 
Most have heard at some point in time, the story of Daniel making it through the lion's den, unharmed.
 
When the prophets were predicting the birth of Jesus, I don't imagine they knew of the impact Jesus would have on the entire world. The man who was more than a man, who was born of a virgin, remained virtually unknown to the world until the last three years of his ministry. And in the end, he educated the rabbis.
 
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"
 
Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." ~ Matthew 22: 36-40 NIV
 
When Jesus told the rabbis this, the same message was stated in Leviticus, 1500 years before Jesus was born.
 
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. ~ Leviticus 19:18 NIV
 
The Christmas Spirit is not invisible and is the personification of Jesus' second greatest commandment. His decree to love other people the same way we love ourselves would be the greatest plan of all if folk would only oblige.
 
During Christmas, people actually do seem to love their neighbors as much as we love ourselves. If it works one month a year, why can't it work all year?
 
I think that was and is the plan.
 
"'Twas the week before Christ's birth and all through the world,
 
Creatures were stirring, as the world waited to be stirred."
 
That doesn't rhyme, but I'm a writer, not a poet. You get the point. This is a great week to help someone.
 
Jesus the Christ stirred the world like no other- ever; and He continues to do so today.
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Our joy is in Christ, not Christmas - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2014/12/our-joy-is-in-christ-not-christmas/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie encourages believers who are 'hurried and worried'
 
Despite the fact that the message of the Christmas season is joy and happiness, I personally get pretty stressed out at this time of year. It is because of shopping. And by this time in December, I am ready to be done with all of it - not with the celebration of the birth of Christ, but with all of the Christmas hoopla.
 
I think part of the problem is that we try to find joy and happiness in Christmas when we actually need to find joy and happiness in Christ.
 
What we must not lose sight of is that it was a day of great joy when Christ was born. In his gospel, Luke was very meticulous in reporting the details of Christ's birth. Luke wasn't one of the 12 apostles or a personal eyewitness of the life and ministry of Jesus for the most part. Rather, he put together an account afterward of what Jesus said and did. He wrote in Luke 1:3, "I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you" (NIV).
 
Not only was Luke a stickler for detail, but he also wrote beautifully, portraying a picture for the minds of his readers. But when we read or hear the story of Christ's birth so many times, we can easily skip over it and not think about what it actually means. So let's revisit it:
 
And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.
 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7 NKJV)
 
When you really look at the life of Jesus and the Incarnation, it is not a rags-to-riches story; it is a riches-to-rags story. Jesus came to Earth, giving up everything to serve us.
 
God moved Caesar Augustus to issue the decree that everyone should be taxed, because it was God's plan to get Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. The Scriptures didn't prophesy that the Messiah would be born in Nazareth. Instead, the Scriptures said that he would be born in Bethlehem: "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting" (Micah 5:2).
 
God moved human events to cause this prophecy to be fulfilled. History is his story. This was the moment in human history when God chose to bring the Savior. And that is the message the angel delivered to the shepherds that night: "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11). From these verses, we discover how we can find joy in Christmas.
 
If you want to have joy this Christmas, don't be afraid. Fear can cancel out our joy and rob us of it. At the time of Jesus' birth, Israel suffered under the reign of the tyrant King Herod, who would execute at will. As Jews in a Roman-occupied land, there was a fear about their future. They probably wondered whether they would ever be free again. Would the Messiah ever come?
 
The angel was saying, "Don't be afraid. The Messiah has come."
 
We can be filled with fear because of the world in which we live. We also can be filled with fear and anxiety on a personal level, with concerns about our health, our jobs, our finances and the economy. The epitaph "Hurried, Worried and Buried" could be written on countless American gravestones.
 
Are you worried right now? Are you filled with fear? Fear is what Christ came to remove so that we can have great joy. But the condition of that joy is to let go of our fear. Don't be afraid.
 
Notice the angel also said, "For behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people" (verse 10). In other words, "Even if you don't feel like it, rejoice, because your world just changed."
 
This doesn't mean we should wear plastic smiles on our faces 24/7. When the Bible speaks of joy, it speaks of something far deeper than this. It is an abiding joy that is independent of circumstances. The joy we experience in Christ can be ours, in good times or bad.
 
Some might say, "How can I have joy? I am having a hard time this Christmas. I am having problems - problems in my career, problems in my marriage, problems with my health. I can't be joyful."
 
If you want joy, you can have it for this reason: "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11).
 
You have a Savior. Jesus came to save us from the power and penalty of sin. Whatever you are going through in life, remember that you have a Savior.
 
You also have a Christ. The name Christ means "anointed one." The Hebrew version of the word is "Messiah." Jesus is the fulfillment of God's promises to the Jewish people to send his son as the Messiah. It is a reminder that God keeps his promises. You have a Savior who has forgiven you of your sin. You have a Messiah who keeps his promises. Now, that is a reason for great joy.
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FROM THE HEART
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PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS AND YEAR END GIVING - THANKS!
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: A Shepherd's Story - A Christmas Story by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/the-bible-thru-the-eyes-of-its-writers/a-shepherds-story/ 
 
 
In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 
 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."
 
And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."
 
When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, "Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us."
 
So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger. When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child. And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.
 
The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. (Luke 2:8-20 NASB)
 
I was just a kid when it happened, barely old enough to be out in the fields with the older shepherds. For the first time, my dad had said I could stay with them all night. I was so excited! It was around the time of the Fall Feasts and we were tending the Temple flocks in the fields outside of Bethlehem. Later, people would try to say that the story I'm about to tell you took place in December, but that's crazy because nobody would have had their sheep in the open fields that far into winter. It was too cold and a sudden storm could put them all in grave danger.
 
No shepherd could afford to take that risk even with ordinary sheep, and the sheep we were watching were different from all others. The priests bred them especially for use as sacrifices in the Temple. Because of this, they had to be perfect, without a spot or blemish anywhere on their bodies. These were lambs whose only purpose in being born was to die as an offering for the sins of the people. They were very valuable and watching them was important work.
 
You see, sheep are prone to wandering. It's the shepherd's job to keep track of them, and to bring them back when they stray. We also keep the predators at bay, the wolves that would sneak in among the flock and carry the weak ones off. We're responsible for them, and it's our job to see that none are lost.
 
After dinner we were getting the camp ready for the night, making one last check to be sure that all the sheep were accounted for and weren't being distracted by the torch light from the constant stream of visitors in the distance heading for Bethlehem.
 
Bethlehem was becoming more crowded than I'd ever seen it because the governor had called for a census and everyone in Israel who was descended from King David had to come here to register. David had lived almost a thousand years earlier, and had four wives, so you can imagine how many descendants he had, and they were all coming to Bethlehem. Our little town was filled to overflowing and some had given up even trying to find rooms.
 
That's another good reason this story couldn't have happened in the dead of winter. People just couldn't travel then, it was too cold and wet to camp in the fields along the way. Remember, some had to travel several days, all the way from beyond the Galilee up north, to get here.
 
We had just settled down by the fire when suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared to us from out of nowhere. I was terrified! I'd never seen anything like it. But I wasn't the only one. Even the seasoned veterans were scared. But the angel spoke to us and said, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Messiah, the Lord! This will be a sign to you. You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger."
 
Suddenly the star filled sky opened up and a great company of angels appeared with him.  They were all praising God and singing, "Glory to God in the Highest, and on Earth peace to men with whom He is pleased."
 
There's no way I could even begin to describe the sound of that choir. A couple of times later in my life I heard the musicians that rich people hired to help them celebrate when their first son was born, but not even the wealthiest King could have afforded a choir like this one. The music caused us to lift our faces and our hands to the heavens. It filled our ears and our hearts and was by far the most beautiful sound I ever heard in all my life.
 
When they faded away and left us we just stood there for a minute looking at each other, our eyes filled with wonder, tears of joy streaming down the weathered cheeks of my father and his friends. They had heard all the talk about a coming Messiah, but none of them ever expected to see Him. And now, not only would we see Him; we would be the first! One minute we were finishing up a long shepherd's day just like always, and the next we were witnessing the invasion of Earth by Heaven itself. Eternity had entered time and the Son of God had become the Son of Man, almost right before our eyes. This had been my first day as a real shepherd, and there would never be another one like it.
 
Mindful of our responsibility, we left a couple of our number to watch the sheep, and the rest of us took off for Bethlehem in search of the sign the angel had told us to look for. And sure enough, in a stable behind the inn at the edge of town, we found them.
 
A man with the clothing and calloused hands of the working class stood protectively over a radiant but obviously exhausted young woman who didn't look much older than I was. In the manger before her was a baby, a normal looking healthy baby boy. "Can this be what God looks like," I thought, "He's just a baby." Like most people, I expected that if I ever saw God He'd be a giant Warrior King with a huge sword and a menacing look. This baby looked so small and fragile.
 
Others were beginning to gather around as well, because we'd shouted at everyone we saw on the way in to follow us. Now we told them the whole story of what we'd experienced in the field with the angel and the choir, and that we had come to town to see for ourselves if what we heard was true. They were all amazed and couldn't stop talking about it, but the new mother just sat there with her baby as if she was soaking up every detail of this most blessed of all blessed events. I'll never forget the look in her eyes or the expression on her face.
 
Having seen the proof the angel told us to look for, we went back to our flocks, praising God and giving Him Glory, and thanking Him for letting humble shepherds like us be the first to see the Christ child. It was ironic, wasn't it, that we who spent our lives tending lambs born to die for the sins of the Temple worshipers, should be the first to see The Lamb, born to die for the sins of the whole world.
 
The man, who I found out was named Joseph, and the woman Mary stayed in Bethlehem through the winter. Remember, I said that no one travels voluntarily after late fall, especially heading north with a new born baby. They found a house and settled in.
 
Some time later there was a big fuss as a caravan of rich priests called Magi arrived from Parthia, a country near Israel that had been part of the Persian Empire. They called the baby the King of the Jews, gave him expensive gifts and money, and bowed down before Him to worship. Somebody said the Magi had been waiting for this time since the Hebrew Prophet Daniel had told them about it 500 years earlier. They had handed the secret down from father to son through all that time. People even said the gold they brought was Daniel's personal gift to the Messiah.
 
After the Magi left, things were quiet again for a few days, but then Joseph suddenly took Mary and the baby away secretly in the middle of the night. The next morning Herod's soldiers swept into town, searching from house to house, killing all the male babies. They were looking for the One the Magi called King of the Jews because Herod didn't want any competition for the throne, but He was gone. We heard that Joseph had been warned in a dream and had taken Mary and the baby south to Egypt where they could hide from Herod. It's a good thing those Magi had come. Their gifts paid for the family's escape and their stay in Egypt.
 
The next time I heard about the baby was 30 years later, after we had both grown up.  People were talking about a prophet named Jesus from Nazareth.  They said He might be the Messiah. I remembered that Joseph and Mary had come from there, and so I decided to investigate. Walking north for several days I finally found Him by the Sea of Galilee and as I listened to Him speak, my heart was filled with hope. I especially liked how He called Himself our shepherd. He promised to keep us from wandering, and to protect us from predators who would try to steal us away. And He swore that He'd never lose a single one of us, just like we promised the owners of the sheep we watched. I knew in my heart He really was the Messiah.
 
Later, I was there in Jerusalem when He was executed. As He breathed His last, I became convinced that I'd see Him again just like He promised. Three days later I did see Him, and knew that all of the angel's promises had come true in the life, death, and resurrection of the Baby from Bethlehem. He wasn't the King we expected, but He was the One we needed. He was our Savior, our Messiah.
 
Looking back on that night, I realize that many will never understand what happened there. I was an eyewitness and I barely understand it myself. But I know this. On that night in Bethlehem a group of shepherds became sheep, and the Lamb of God became our Shepherd. Merry Christmas.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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