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Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	12/24/14
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Hamas rejects PA statehood bid at the UN 
Hamas: PA's draft resolution to Security Council does not represent the Palestinians 
Abbas vows to win full recognition of Palestine state at UN bid
Abbas: If resolution to end 'occupation' not passed, we will stop dealing with Israeli government 
Netanyahu: Herzog and Livni will divide Jerusalem
Netanyahu: If Livni elected Jews will need armored personnel to reach Western Wall 
Ya'alon: Hamas rebuilding defensive tunnels; Israel looking for new digging of offensive tunnels 
Israel official: Settlement funding up before vote
Israel to bust gas field monopoly
ISIS Closing in on Israel from the North and the South
Ten more strikes hit Islamic State in Syria 
Monitor: Over 1,000 Islamist militants killed in US strikes in Syria 
Satellite images show 290 heritage sites in Syria damaged by war: UN 
Sixty journalists killed in 2014, Mideast deadliest area 
Australian PM says increased 'terrorist chatter' following Sydney siege 
Two men arrested in Sydney counter-terrorism investigation into alleged terror attack on Australian soil
France beefs up security after string of lone-wolf attacks 
17,500 Germans Gather to Sing Christmas Carols Against Islamisation
From Baltic to Asia, East-West aerial confrontations heat up
China ignores EU, offers to help Russia
Outraging Russia, Ukraine takes big step toward NATO
Ukraine votes to drop non-aligned status
Russia, 4-ex-Soviet nations finalize new alliance
Russia successfully tests new space rocket
Iranian official says no plans to resume full ties with US even if nuclear deal reached 
FBI warns of Islamic State threat to Mississippi River bridge 
US Not Fully Prepared for Nuclear Terrorist Attack
South Korea steps up cyber security at nuclear plants
At U.N. council, U.S. calls life in North Korea 'living nightmare'
China says reports it helped cut off North Korea's Internet 'irresponsible'
Sony Pictures allows some theaters to show 'The Interview' 
Sony plans to release 'The Interview' on Crackle for free
Obama applauds Sony decision to show 'The Interview' 
Anti-cop protesters flood NYC despite de Blasio's appeal
911 operators made 'anti-police' remarks, causing quarrel with FDNY dispatchers as 2 NYPD cops were dying
Gay Porn Star Turned Cannibal Found Guilty of Murdering Exchange Student
Record-setting day: Dow closes above 18,000 for first time on powerful growth in GDP
Economic Vital Signs Strongest In a Decade 
France waves discreet goodbye to 75 percent super-tax
Smartphone use 'changing our brains'
2015 Could Be the Year of the Hospital Hack
4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Akureyri, Iceland 
4.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Akureyri, Iceland 
Japan, India Hit By Snowfall Crisis During 'Hottest Year On Record'
Severe Weather Could Snarl Holiday Travel
At Least Four Dead, Several Injured After Tornado Strikes Mississippi
New EPA Regs Issued Under Obama Are 43 Times as Long as Bible
Man exhibiting Ebola-like symptoms rushed to NYC hospital
It's Not the Zombie Apocalypse, but Killer Superbugs Could Be on the Way
FDA eases ban on blood donations from gay men 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Born of the Virgin Mary?
1. The Christmas Story and the Future
1. Regifting
1. The Daily Jot: A time to be bold 
1. Daily Devotion: Why Did Jesus Come?
1. Featured Article: How DID ''Christ'' Get Into ''Christmas'' Anyway? 
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As you consider your gift giving this season, and your end of the year support, please add PROPHECY UPDATE to your list. You can help us end this year strong and start the new year on track. 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE - THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!
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Born of the Virgin Mary? - Wendy Wippel - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=7955 
 
 
It's no surprise, in the rush to "reimagine" Christianity for modern sentiments, which is the virgin birth had to go. And it has. Polls indicate that the majority of American Christians (by denominational affiliation e.g. Episcopalians, Presbyterians and Methodists) now believe the Christmas story is mythology. Many ask if it really matters. Yes. More than they know.
 
Tragically, it's our pastors that have led the stampede into sin.  Harry Emerson Fosdick, pastor of Riverside church in New York, at the time when German Higher Criticism (meaning abandonment of any belief in the Bible as actual truth) said,
 
"Of course I do not believe in the virgin birth... I do not know any intelligent minister who does".
 
Professor Barnes Tatum, author of the book In Quest of Jesus, has since called the virgin birth, "theological fiction".
 
Robert Funk, founder of the Jesus Seminar, called the virgin birth an "insult to modern intelligence that should be abandoned".
 
The eminent Bishop Sprong, an infamous long-time influence in the Episcopal church, opined that,
 
"In time, the virgin birth account will join Adam and Eve... as clearly recognized mythological elements in our faith tradition whose purpose was not to describe a literal event but to capture the transcendent dimensions of God in the earthbound words and concepts of first-century human existence".
 
Translation: It's a myth. But it still has emotional value.
 
Bell, the infamous emergent pastor of Mars Hill church in Michigan, has asked,
 
"What if tomorrow someone digs up definitive proof that Jesus had a real, earthly, biological father named Larry, and archeologists find Larry's tomb and do DNA samples and prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that the virgin birth was really just a bit of mythologizing the Gospel writers threw in to appeal to the followers of the Mithra and Dionysian religious cults that were hugely popular at the time of Jesus, whose gods had virgin births?"
 
Translation:  "Does it matter?"
 
I think we have plenty of reason to believe it is historical fact, and it does matter.
 
For three reasons.  (How very Biblical!)
 
To begin with, Matthew, who describes the lineage of Jesus, as the future king of Israel, traces the male line from Abraham, through Judah, David, Solomon, and Jechoniah to Jacob, Joseph's father. But Jechoniah was such a wicked king that God decreed that none of Jechoniah's descendants could ever sit on the throne of Judah:
 
"As surely as I live," declares the LORD, "even if you, Jechoniah son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, were a signet ring on my right hand, I would still pull you off. This is what the LORD says: "Write this man down as childless... For none of his descendants shall prosper, sitting on the throne of David, and ruling anymore in Judah.'" (Jer. 22:30)  
 
Joseph was ineligible to pass on the right to the throne.  But since (according to the  theological mythological "Biblical" story) Joseph was not an actual physical descendent of Jechoniah, that problem was resolved.
 
The second problem was that inheritance among the Jews passed (including the line to the throne) through sons. Scripture, however documents at least one sister for Mary, but no brothers are mentioned.
 
Which brings us to the daughters of Zelophehad clause. The five daughters of Zelophehad came to Moses and asked to be able to retain their father's property because there was no son to inherit.  Moses decided that, in the absence of a male heir, daughters could inherit as sons, but only if they married within their own tribe (to keep tribal lands allocated intact, as when women married, what they owned became her husband's property). Essentially, the daughter's husband, by law, became the son that that father did not have. Kind of where we get the phrase son-in-law, (i.e. a son, by law).  And the respective genealogies document that they were both of the tribe of Judah, descended from David through different sons.
 
So that puts the second problem to bed. Because they were born of different sons, Mary's line also avoided the blood curse. And because Mary had no brothers, she retained right of inheritance (through Moses' ruling on Zelophehad's daughters) which gave her son legal rights to the throne.
 
But those were technicalities, really. The third one is nothing less than a diabolical dilemma.
 
At least on the surface.
 
And our first hint of it is hidden in Exodus:
 
Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,"This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household.  And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man's need you shall make your count for the lamb.  Your lamb shall be without blemish. (Exodus 12:2-5 NKJV)
 
This, as you probably recognize, is the passage in which God institutes the Passover, in which the blood of the sacrificed lamb covered over all those who appropriated the blood for themselves. A foreshadowing of the sacrifice lamb to come who would take away the sin of the world.
 
And the final, most important requirement was that the lamb had no blemish. Only one without the stain of his own sin could pay the penalty for others.
 
Only Christ was without his own sin.
 
"For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him." (II Corinthians 5:21)
 
So far, so good, right?  We all know that Jesus, despite taking human form, never sinned:
 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.  (I Peter 2:21-23)
 
Unfortunately, that wasn't the full solution to the problem. All of humanity had come under the curse of sin through Adam and Eve.
 
"Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. (Romans 5:12,17) 
 
Now we really do have a problem. How could Jesus have a human birth and human nature but still be untainted by the human condition?
 
Interestingly, the Bible consistently says that the sin nature is passed to later generations specifically by the father.  (Look again at the Romans verse above. Through one man's trespass, all died).
 
And they, as Adam, transgressed the covenant, There they dealt treacherously against me. (Hosea 6:7YLT)
 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. (I Corinthians 15:22)
 
(I never really picked up on that before, either.)  How does that happen? (What about Eve!)
 
Interestingly, scientists have recently shown that memories can be passed from father to son through permanent genetic changes at a molecular level (called epigenetic changes) below the level of the DNA sequence.
 
Which  presents a hint of an actual physiological way that the sins of the father could be passed to their offspring. There's a lot of science to be done in between that and showing a physiological way that mortality is passed specifically from the father. But it is interesting insight into the Christmas story.
 
One Lutheran Seminary professor confessed that for him, angels, traveling magi, and virgin births were "hard to swallow as reality". He was also of the opinion that you don't have to swallow it to be a Christian.  That particular passage of Scripture has just been misinterpreted all these years.
 
Rob Bell asks,
 
"What if, as you study the origin of the word "virgin," you discover that the word "virgin" in the gospel of Matthew actually comes from the book of Isaiah, and then you find out that in the Hebrew language at that time, the word "virgin" could mean several things?".
 
That's true. The Hebrew word used in the prophecy of the virgin birth is "almah". And "almah", most often in Scripture to mean "virgin", is sometimes used to simply designate a young woman.
 
But the Greek word in the New Testament is "Parthenos", (stemming from the Parthenon, which housed the Greek vestal virgins). And "Parthenos" always means a virgin.
 
And the context of the prophecy that forecast Jesus' birth? God had told Ahaz that he had nothing to fear from the Syrians, but Ahaz was having a little trouble believing that. So God told him to ask for a sign. Furthermore, God told him that there was no limit on what he could ask. But Ahaz couldn't bring himself to ask.
 
So God finally gave Ahaz a sign to look for:
 
"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel" (Isaiah 7:14) 
 
The sign Ahaz was to look out for was that a "young woman" would have child?
 
Doesn't seem like much of a sign. And wouldn't solve the problem. For that, you absolutely needed a virgin birth.
 
"Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, ... to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:4-11)
 
Great tidings of great joy. The Christ, the Savior promised, born of a virgin through the Holy Spirit, untainted by human sin.  Born in Bethlehem, of the virgin Mary, to save sinners.
 
From one of those sinners He saved...  Merry Christmas!!!
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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The Christmas Story and the Future - By Don McGee -  http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/mcgee21.html 
 
 
The birth of Jesus is recorded in some detail in the gospels of Matthew and Luke. Matthew's record, intended for Jewish readers, explained that there was no doubt whatsoever that Jesus of Nazareth was their long-awaited Messiah, the Son of David. 
 
On the other hand Luke wrote to a Gentile whose name was Theophilus (as was the book of Acts). Though Luke relied on Old Testament prophecies as did Matthew, he was inspired by the Holy Spirit to offer information to the Gentiles that the Jews would have already known.
 
So maybe that is why Luke mentioned two things in the second chapter that Gentiles would have to be aware of in order to have a better understanding of the Jewishness of Jesus and His purposes-both short range and long range. In verse 25 he mentions Simeon, a man who "was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel..." 
 
Then in verse 38 he mentions, Anna, an aged woman, who was among those, "who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem."
 
So, what is the consolation of Israel and the redemption of Jerusalem? And how many Jewish people were there who might have been, like Simeon and Anna, looking for some event or someone's appearance that would be radically outside the status-quo of the Roman world? 
 
Further, why would understanding those terms be important to a Gentile student of Christianity? The answer to the second question is both obvious and simple; there were not very many Jews aggressively looking for Messiah. 
 
The answer to the third question is important because the greatest part of the modern church has no idea about the Jewishness of Jesus and Christianity, nor does it have a good biblical grasp of the future as it relates to current events. But, it is the answer to the first question that puts everything into prophetic perspective. That is, the consolation of Israel and the redemption of Jerusalem go far beyond the events of Jesus' birth, and that is something the church must know.
 
The details of this are interesting. For example, many Christians are in something of a fog when it comes to the Israel-centric nature of current events and what is going to happen globally in the near future. Further, they seem to relate to and measure time on God's prophetic clock solely in context of eons of years thus ignoring the biblical concept of seasons of time. 
 
The basic idea of consolation has to do with comforting someone who is in sorrow, and there can be no doubt Israel was in a sorrowful condition when Jesus was born. The Romans had been running things overall in Israel for about 40 years and there was no way for the Jewish people to wrangle out from under the iron-boot of Rome. And with this iron-boot came a real quandary of a problem for them, especially for those who still gave at least a head-nod to Judaism.
 
The people were being ruled directly by Herod the Great, a tyrant who had no regard for the historical witness of God in the nation, and for that matter neither did most of the Jewish people except for outward ceremonial activities. 
 
Herod was the personification of vanity and any threat to his position at the top of the political pile was quickly dealt with. Even family members were killed at his whim. He was called a madman, a murderer and a man who was "prepared to commit any crime in order to gratify his unbounded ambition (Herod I, in the Jewish Encyclopedia). His idea of success was pleasing Caesar and thus keeping his job.
 
Augustus Caesar was the first Emperor of the Roman Empire and was considered to be a god. Thus, Herod imposed a sacrifice upon the people directed toward the Roman Emperor; a ceremony which was presided over in some fashion by the Jewish priests. Though the people had little regard for God, this was hard for them to swallow. Further, in order to be the great builder that he was, Herod imposed taxes to such severity that multitudes were in poverty.
 
And in addition to all of that, the people were forced to pay a Temple tax. The stress was financial because of taxes and emotional because of emperor worship. Historians say this kind of national exasperation is hard to underestimate.
 
Consider now Luke's description of the presentation of Jesus in Jerusalem. There is nothing extraordinary in the events leading up to the declarations of Simeon and Anna. For example, there is no record of a heavenly vision given to them, and Joseph and Mary certainly did not give them information that would have led to their words. What they said was essentially the result of the Holy Spirit's inspiration, and nothing more is actually needed.
 
As a point of interest, I ask you to pardon me if I take just a short detour. Luke said Joseph took Mary and the baby to Jerusalem for the fulfillment of certain Jewish rituals required by the Law. One of those rituals was to make a sacrifice (Leviticus 5), and another was to circumcise Him (Genesis 17:9ff).
 
Actually, the ritual of circumcision was not of the Mosaic Law, but was part of the covenant God made with Abraham long before the Law was given to Moses on Mt. Sinai. God required that the procedure be performed on the eighth day of a baby boy's life. 
 
There are two things to note regarding this matter. First, God required it as a sign of the everlasting covenant between Him and Abraham and his descendants. Second, it was to be done specifically on the eighth day. Why on the eighth day?
 
Bert Thompson, Ph.D., explained it clearly and it has to do with a baby boy's natural production of prothrombin in the liver; a chemical which is necessary for good blood coagulation. On the eighth day of a little boy's life the prothrombin level is above 100% of normal which makes it the perfect day for the procedure. Lesson? Never second-guess God on anything. Never. On anything. [1]
 
That baby boy was the consolation of Israel in human flesh, the One whose life and death were and are inextricably joined to the nation and to the very land itself. Never had God before, nor has He since joined Himself to any group of people nationally. Contrary to those who teach the heretical theory of British Israelism, there is no national (or religious) group on planet earth that has usurped the place of the Jews and Israel in God's plan.
 
The theory of British Israelism has been around for centuries, but was made more popular by Herbert W. Armstrong and his Worldwide Church of God. It simply says that the northern ten tribes are lost and that they migrated to England and then, of course, to America. There are two things to note about that: One, the tribes are not lost, and two, the covenants of God with the Jews involve the actual, physical land of Israel; not the land of the UK nor of the U.S. nor of any other nation.
 
The redemption of Jerusalem: Luke does not quote Anna as saying, "The redemption of Jerusalem." And I will not put those words in her mouth. With that said, from the context-it is reasonable to think she might have said those very words as she gazed upon the infant Jesus. More important, though, is the truth that she was looking for the redemption of Jerusalem, and she saw it in the person of that baby boy.
 
Do not doubt for one second that Jerusalem is a Jewish city, that it is the capital of Israel, that it is God's special city, and that Messiah is returning there. But, today the Temple Mount in Jerusalem is under Islamic control with the Islamic Dome of the Rock in its skyline. That situation, however, will be changed in the not-to-distant future.
 
People argue that the Jews might rebuild their Temple along side the Dome on the mount. I do not believe that will happen, but there is one thing of which we can be sure. King Jesus will never share the Temple Mount with a pagan shrine, and especially so with a shrine that is the icon of global bloodshed and seething anti-Semitism.
 
The meaning of "redemption" is to buy back. For example, to lose possession of something that is rightfully yours and then to buy it back. The price has already been paid. What is still lacking is taking possession of it, and that will happen at Jesus' Second Coming. That event will be preceded by the death of two-thirds of the Jewish people resulting in a remnant being saved. Read all about it in Zechariah 12-14. 
 
Even in those dark days of coming global Tribulation prior to the Second Coming, the Jews will remain resistant to His pleading voice, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.
 
Behold, your house is being left to you desolate! For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!" (Matthew 23:37-39).
 
Only when they will be at the end of themselves, when absolute extermination is at hand, will they recognize that Jesus is indeed their Messiah.
 
Most Christians are familiar with the redemption of humans. We sing about being redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and about the redemption of our bodies at the return of Jesus for His church. That is true. But what most Christians reject or ignore is that the earth will be redeemed by God, and that an actual physical place, Jerusalem, will have a very special role to play in all of it. 
 
There is more to it than what can be described with mere human words, but looking at it from the broad perspective we can see that what the prophet Zechariah said about God's relationship with Jerusalem will come to fruition in what appears to be the near future (Zechariah 8:1-8). Jerusalem is soon to be redeemed with the Temple Mt. returning to Jewish control.
 
But until then there is much suffering in store for the Jewish people, their land and their capital city. The world will gather against Israel and against Jerusalem in frothing hatred. They will be defenseless because their trust will have been in a benefactor the Bible calls Antichrist; one who will betray that trust. The possessions of the Jewish people will be looted once again.
 
The women of Jerusalem will be raped as is always the case in warfare. When all seems lost Jesus will appear and destroy those nations by simply speaking a Word (Revelation 19:15). That same event is described in Zechariah 14:12ff.
 
What aged Simeon and Anna saw dimly, and so could not fully understand, about Jesus being the consolation of Israel and the redemption of Jerusalem is yet future. A future that is far more immediate than distant.
 
What we often fail to see is that the Christmas story has much to say about the future. 
 
Endnotes [1] www.apologeticspress.org
 
Author contact: csm01@att.net



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
Regifting - By Howard Green -  http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/green16.html 
 
 
 Regifting is the act of taking a gift that has been received and giving it to someone else. When it comes to Christmas gifts and all of the exchanging that goes along with this time of year, the only expectation I have is to simply enjoy friends and loved ones no matter what I give or receive. For many people, this can be a very stressful time of the year. Gift giving and receiving seems to take the joy right out of the season.
 
 People get so worked up over buying the "perfect gift" or they may get disappointed by not receiving the "perfect gift" from someone. On the other hand...you may be content in knowing that this season is really all about Jesus and the exchange of gifts causes no drama in your life.
 
 I don't know how you feel about regifting but as Christians...we have the ultimate opportunity to regift. Christians have received the perfect, unmerited, free gift of salvation from Jesus. All of us have the opportunity to regift this salvation we received. The difference with 'kingdom regifting' is that we keep the original gift, but this priceless treasure simply and beautifully replicates itself over and over again by God's grace and mercy.
 
 As believers we need to remember that this gift of salvation we received wasn't cheap. I sometimes find myself a bit bothered by the cavalier, cleaver, and at times...even silly approaches some folks have toward evangelism.  
 
 This gift of salvation isn't some commodity to be peddled. Salvation isn't some trinket we need to try to package into a nice gift box. Salespeople explain the features and benefits of an item in hopes of "persuading" a buyer to want the product. We don't need cleaver programs, formulas, or campaigns to get people to accept Jesus.
 
  I don't know where this idea or notion came from, but I believe it stems from some inside the church not having a realistic view of their former hopeless state, repentance, and the priceless gift of salvation.
 
 Who are the believers that are effective witness for Christ? It is my belief that they are those who came under conviction and were persuaded of their hopeless and wretched state without Jesus. For these people, conversion wasn't simply a life enhancement or a one time commitment and then life continues as before and get heaven in the end.  
 
 Receiving this gift of salvation was completely an act of the Holy Spirit. God in His mercy reached down and exposed our heart for what it was:  hopelessly wicked. Far from feeling sorry or a little guilt, when people are truly convicted, repentant, and transformed by the Lord......they truly can appreciate the value of the gift of salvation.
 
 Ephesians 2:8:  "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."
 
Romans 5:6-11: " For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die- but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation."
 
Friends...if you are reading this and are a Christian, you have received the most precious gift in the world. It is of paramount importance that we represent this gift to others in a way that reflects it's true worth. This is done every time we share the gospel with others. The gospel is simply:  
 
 I was hopeless before a holy God. I had no hope of eternal life apart from the atoning work of Jesus on the cross. I believe God raised Him from the dead and confess Him as Lord. When a person sees that kind of brokenness and now restoration through Jesus in us.......that gift is represented well.
 
 This Christmas week the world is giving, receiving, and regifting. As believers, let's regift the gospel of Christ to others. We can do this throughout the year because even though the hurts of this life tend to be magnified this time of year....they are always present. People are suffering from the loss of a spouse, death of a child, cancer diagnosis, job loss, foreclosure, or the bottom has simply fallen out.  
 
 People need hope and while we can't promise things will get better, we know the one who brings salvation and true peace. Tell people your story.....how you were going to hell without the Savior. Tell them how the gospel changed your life. Tell them there is hope in Jesus for this life and for the life to come.  
 
 Ask to pray with them, talk with them, or simply be there, but do so with the purpose of presenting Jesus to people who desperately need Him. Regifting the gospel is truly an act of love.
 
 As I close, here are Christmas wishes from my wife, Erika:
 
Where's the Joy?
 
 Christmas is a time of joy but for so many this year,  it is impossible to find it. How can we have joy when we see our life and others around us is filled with hardship, disease, conflict and struggling, having absolutely zero control over our circumstances? We need some good news and even though we know that no human being is able to promise us anything, in our desparate need for hope, we are easily satisfied with their assurances that all will work out and get better in the end.  Except that we know that we are drawing more on wishful thinking than on a true hope and it provides little comfort.  
 
 So where did the idea of joy, good tithing and peace come from?  A bunch of confused, delusional optimists out of touch with reality?   Nope, they were perfectly sound minded and they got it.  That's the good news.    
 
 There is one who is able to make promises and keep them but only faith makes it possible to bank on them.  His promises are making it possible to go through struggles with real power, dignity and purpose and joyful expectation of better things for those who love him.  He has promised.  
 
 Without this faith,"a man can see only things close at hand, and is as one bowed downward to the earth, groping a dreary way, with neither hope nor exaltation at the end."  (Unknown author.)
 
 Christmas is a time of opening presents. There is one Christmas gift that many still snub and leave unopened.  My wish is for all this year to finally open the gift that Christ has offered .
 
 2 Peter 1:4:  "His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life, he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature." 
 
He has made joy possible for all, regardless of birth, color, status, culture or family religion.   May you find it this season.  
 
 Merry Christmas!
 
  All for Him,
 
 Howard and Erika Green
 
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
 
The Daily Jot: A time to be bold - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
There is no religion other than Christianity that causes such division around the world.  A friend of mine said it is because Christianity is real.  It reaches to the depth of the soul.  There is no other faith that gives freedom of choice.  There is no other faith that does not require works to get into heaven.  There is no other faith that treats truth as an absolute. There is no other belief that depends on the mercy of its god, but is given total assurance of salvation by simply a step of true faith.  And there is no other faith that requires only an acceptance of Jesus Christ as personal savior as the sole means for attaining everlasting life.
 
And Jesus is the stumbling stone.  I was listening to a secular radio program while driving into town the other day.  The morning announcer was saying that Christians, such as himself, should not be afraid to say Merry Christmas and stand up for their beliefs.  A caller identified himself as an evangelical Christian.  He said that Christians should not be afraid to speak of the true meaning of Christmas, which to him was all about grace and love and mercy.  In his three minutes on the air, this evangelical did not once mention Jesus Christ.  The announcer reminded the caller that he missed the entire reason for Christmas-Jesus Christ coming to give salvation to all who receive Him.
 
Herein lies the rub with Christians.  Many evangelical Christians have become uncomfortable saying the name Jesus Christ.  I'm not sure how you can evangelize without mentioning Jesus because, sooner or later, it comes down to whether a person accepts Jesus as their personal savior.  A missionary friend of mine said he once visited a church in San Francisco with a non believer.  The service had lively worship, contemporary preaching and they baptized a young man in the name of all that is good and just and righteous.  In a discussion afterwards, the non-believer found it strange that Jesus was never mentioned in the service.
 
In Matthew 10:32 thru 37, Jesus puts it on the line.  He says, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.  He that loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he that loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me." Be bold in Jesus.
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Daily Devotion: Why Did Jesus Come? - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
-John 10:10
 
This has been a busy time of year for almost everyone. For us as Christians, it's been a joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus. We marvel at the fact that God humbled Himself and was born in a cave. But why did He come? 
 
First, Jesus Christ came to proclaim good news to the spiritually hurting, to preach the good news to us. 
 
He came to heal the broken-hearted. Medical science has found ways to reduce and even remove pain. But there is no cure for a broken heart. 
 
Jesus came to set people free who are bound by sin. Jesus came to open our spiritual eyes to our spiritual need.
 
He came to lift up those who are crushed by life. He came to give us abundant life. Jesus came to lift us from the physical realm of the senses to the spiritual realm to show us that there is more to life.
 
He came to give His life for us. Jesus said, "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). He came to die. Jesus Christ came to this earth to seek and save those of us who are lost, just as a shepherd seeks a lost sheep. 
 
So in all of this hustle and bustle, wrapping paper, mistletoe, and brightly colored lights, let's get down to the bottom line. Christmas is about God sending His Son to die on a cross. He was born to die, to give us abundant life, to give us a life that is worth living.
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FROM THE HEART
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/49.jpg] 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS AND YEAR END GIVING - THANKS!
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: How DID ''Christ'' Get Into ''Christmas'' Anyway? - Jack Kinsella - www.omegaletter.com 
 
 
Every year at this time, the war on Christmas heats up with one side freaking out about Santa Claus violating the alleged 'separation clause' and the other side bearing signs saying, "Remember to keep the "Christ" in Christmas."
 
Well, much as I hate being a bubble buster, let us dispose of the main issues first.
 
"Santa Claus" is not a religious figure.  Neither is he necessarily a Christian.  Indeed, Christians are more likely to use the nickname "Satan Claws" to refer to the jolly old elf than they are to mistake him for a religious icon.
 
America's Santa Claus is really a Dutchman.  New York City was originally settled by the Dutch, who named it "New Amsterdam".  It was originally founded as a Dutch fur trading settlement in what is now Manhattan.
 
In 1664, the English conquered the area and renamed it "New York" after the Duke of York and Albany.  The Dutch briefly regained it in 1673, renaming the city "New Orange", before permanently ceding the colony of New Netherland to the English for what is now Suriname in November 1674.
 
Some area names are still reminiscent of the Dutch period, most notably Flushing (Dutch town of Vlissingen), Harlem (Dutch town of Haarlem) and Brooklyn (Dutch town of Breukelen).  The Dutch also brought Sinterklass, a mythical figure modeled after the Dutch patron saint of Amsterdam, St. Nicholas.
 
Before moving forward, let's set the WayBack Machine to the 4th century Roman Empire, led by the Emperor Constantine, to provide some historical context and background. 
 
Legend says that Constantine saw a vision of a cross  in the sky on the eve of battle, together with the words, "in this sign conquer". 
 
Constantine ordered his soldiers to paint crosses on their shields, and when the battle was over, Constantine's forces held the field.  Constantine then converted to Christianity, and in 313 he issued the Edict of Milan, declaring Christianity the state religion of Rome.
 
The problem facing Constantine was that the Romans already had a pantheon of gods, with temples in every city in the Empire.  Constantine could not afford to put down a religious rebellion, so instead he worked out a religious compromise.
 
Roman coins minted for almost a decade after the Battle of Milvian Bridge still bore the images of Roman gods and goddesses.  Then Constantine began to incorporate the pagan temples and symbols and trappings into the Roman state version of  Christianity.
 
Gradually, these gods and goddesses were incorporated into Constantine's new religion, reinvented as Christian 'patron saints'. 
 
The statues of Babylonian gods Nimrod, Semiramus and Tammuz became statues of Joseph, Mary and Baby Jesus.  Statues of Ishtar, the Babylonian goddess of love, became statues of Mary, Queen of Heaven.
 
The Mesopotamians, who believed in many gods, held a festival in support of their chief god, Marduk, because they believed that he battled the monsters of chaos at the beginning of each winter.
 
The Babylonians celebrated each new year with a 12-day festival, called Zagmuth.  It is from this festival that the 12 days of Christmas is believed to have originated.
 
The date of December 25th comes from Rome and was a celebration of the god, Saturn, and the rebirth of the sun god.  
 
The feast of Saturnalia was cause for much wild excitement and celebration. Gift giving and merriment filled the temples of ancient Rome, as sacred priests of Saturn, called dendrophori, carried wreaths of evergreen boughs in procession.
 
In pre-Christian Germany, the evergreen tree was used in worship and celebration of the yule god, also in observance of the resurrected sun god.
 
The evergreen tree was a symbol of the essence of life and was regarded as a phallic symbol in fertility worship.  During the winter in ancient Scandinavia there would be a certain amount of days where the sun would not shine. 
 
Upon the return of the first sunlight, the Scandinavians would hold a festival called the Yuletide. 
 
A Yule log would be burned in a special fire, and everyone would gather around the fire and hold a great feast.  To remind themselves that the spring and summer would surely return again, people in some areas of Scandinavia would tie apples to tree branches.
 
Both holly and mistletoe were hung in doorways of temples and homes to invoke powers of fertility in those who stood beneath and kissed, causing the spirits of the god and goddess to enter them.  The holly wood was used by witches to make wands.
 
The legend of St Nicholas, or Sinterklass, parallels the pre-Christian worship of the Germanic god, Odin.  Odin and Sinterklass shared a number of attributes, such as traveling through the air astride a mythical horse, together with a staff of mischievous elves that help Sinterklass in his annual visits.
 
During the Reformation, Protestants renamed the bringer of gifts from Sinterklass to the Christ Child, or Christkindl -- which was corrupted into the English,  "Kris Kringle".
 
In 1821, the book "A New-year's present, to the little ones from five to twelve" was published in New York.  It contained Old Santeclaus, an anonymous poem describing an old man on a reindeer sleigh, bringing presents to children.
 
It was followed up by the 1823 poem, "The Night Before Christmas" by Clement Clarke Moore. An 1863 Harper's Weekly reprint featured a drawing of a fat man with a long white beard by cartoonist Thomas Nast. 
 
Clement Clarke Moore invented the eight tiny reindeer and named them in his poem.  The ninth, Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer was invented in a 1939 booklet written by Robert May and published by Montgomery Ward. 
 
The story is owned by The Rudolph Company, L.P. and, despite its popularity, it is not in the public domain, but is under license owned by the company.  The song was written by May's brother-in-law, Johnny Marks, and became a hit for cowboy singer Gene Autry in 1949.
 
Department store Santas were invented in Massachusetts in the 1890's. 
 
In the 1930's, the Coca Cola company adopted "Santa Claus" as its trademark, creating the image of the modern American Santa Claus that morons like the ACLU now claim is a "religious" figure.  
 
In the Left's knee-jerk, blind hatred of all things Christian, it now insists on banning Santa Claus as a religious figure in most schools.
 
Not because Santa Claus is a fraud, but because in their confusion, they think that he is a Christian icon.
 
Assessment:
 
Before you get all angry at Santa Claus and start tearing down your tree, tinsel and decorations in order to return to the true meaning of Christmas, there IS no true meaning of Christmas.
 
As noted, Christmas has nothing to do with Christ's birth -- Jesus was most probably born in the spring or fall, based on the Bible's identification of the shepherds tending their sheep atop a hilltop, rather than down in a valley where they would normally be during the winter.
 
The Bible mentions the birth of Christ because the babe in the manger would grow up to become the Savior of the world.  But it wasn't His birth that saves us.  He was born a helpless baby, like the rest of us.
 
At His birth, He had not made a Name for Himself.  He had done no mighty works.  What the Bible celebrates at His birth is what He would accomplish with His death.
 
"A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one's birth." (Ecclesiastes 7:1)
 
If there is a true meaning of Christmas, it is that it began the process that would culminate thirty-three years later with His death and Resurrection. 
 
In the most literal sense, the true meaning of Christmas is that it is the beginning of Easter.
 
Historically speaking, Jesus wasn't the reason for the season. The reason for the season was Roman politics.  So, what do we do about Christmas? 
 
Should Christians celebrate it?  I can find no reason why they shouldn't. 
 
Even though Christmas is a Roman invention and Santa is a Dutchman reinvented as a pitchman for Coke, the world sees them both as representatives of Christianity.
 
They aren't representative of Christianity at all, but the enemy (and his idiot minions) think that they are.  And anything that bothers the enemy is ok by me.
 
In recent years, there has erupted a war on Christmas. Why it that?  Because while Jesus was never the reason for the season historically, for Christians, He is the reason for the season now. 
 
So at Christmas, everybody hears about Jesus in some form or another, thanks to the war on Christmas, and Satan hates that.  
 
His invention of Santa Claus backfired -- Santa was supposed to become the reason for the season, crowding Jesus out of the picture, but instead, even his own minions equate Santa Claus with Jesus Christ.
 
Instead of kids forgetting all about Jesus and focusing on Santa and Rudolf and presents Christmas trees and all the trappings, every year at about this time, a war erupts over Christmas and Santa Claus and Rudolf. 
 
Once again, Satan's reach has exceeded his grasp.  Instead of it being exclusively dedicated to greed and selfishness and capitalism, every year a battle erupts over the "reason for the season" -- which always takes the focus off of Satan Claws and his minions and puts it back on Jesus.
 
The harder Satan tries to remove Jesus from the picture, the more central He becomes, which is not only as it should be, but also very instructive.  Satan made the same mistake two thousand years ago.
 
"Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." (1 Corinthians 2:8)
 
So in essence, the war on Christmas is a war between Satan and his minions, not a war between the forces of secularism and the forces of Christ. 
 
So should Christians celebrate Christmas?  What does the Bible say?
 
"He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks." (Romans 14:6)
 
The war on Christmas is intended to side-track Christians but instead, it just keeps rolling back over on the secularists.  The more that the ACLU tries to turn Santa Claus into a religious icon, the more ridiculous and desperate the enemy appears to be.
 
"For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak." (Romas 14:20)
 
There is no sin in celebrating Christmas as the Lord's birthday.  If one is regarding it to the Lord, then one is honoring the Lord and there is no sin in that. 
 
Christians celebrating Christmas makes the enemy very angry, or he would not be fighting against it so hard.  So this year, I'm going to celebrate it as hard as I can. 
 
Thank You, Jesus, for stepping out of eternity and into space and time to take on the form of a mortal man.  This Christmas, I will reflect on the kind of love that took, knowing that He knew what awaited Him at the end, before it ever began.
 
And, knowing how mad it makes the enemy, I'm going to enjoy it even more than usual.
 
Don't let the enemy steal the liberty procured for you at the Cross.  Be happy before God this Christmas, knowing that He wants you to be.
 
"Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. "(Romans 14:22)
 
And may God bless us, every one!
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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