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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	12/28/14
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Europe is in favor of recognizing a Palestinian state, Abbas claims
Ranking Senator: US Congress may suspend funds to UN if it 'takes over' peace process
Lapid: Jerusalem will not be divided 'no matter what happens' with the Palestinians 
Hamas: We will liberate Palestine and Jerusalem 
Firebomb thrown at Jerusalem home in suspected terror attack
Netanyahu hits back at Palestinians for ISIS comparison, warns of Iran 
Netanyahu: Iran increasing efforts to deepen terrorist activities in West Bank 
Iran: Hamas leader Mashaal set to visit Tehran 
Iran's army tests suicide drone in drills
The U.S. and Iran are aligned in Iraq against the Islamic State - for now
US stockpiles materiel ahead of major anti-IS offensive in Iraq
The Islamic State is failing at being a state
Syrian government claims it's 'ready to participate' in peace talks in Moscow
Putin signs new military doctrine declaring NATO to be Russia's No. 1 threat
Boko Haram suspected of using girls as suicide bombers
Al-Shabab leader with $3M price on his head surrenders in Somalia, official says
US, NATO to mark end of mission to Afghanistan
AirAsia 8501 Goes Missing Over Pacific After Pilots Request Course Change With 162 On Board
North Korea Internet Fails for Third Time in a Week
Hackers Claim Amazon, Sony Playstation, XBox Customers' Credit Card Numbers, Personal Information Leaked
Too many alerts: Endless notifications turning us into zombies
Police turn their backs on Mayor de Blasio during funeral for fallen NYPD cop
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Central Mid-Atlantic Ridge 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island
4.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland 
Mexico's Popocatepetl volcano spews ash 3.5 km into sky
Sabancaya volcano in Argentina erupts to 24,000ft
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 13,500ft
Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 13,500ft
Number of Malaysians displaced by worst-ever floods reaches 160,000 
Chaos in the Alps as massive snowfall traps 15,000 cars
Hong Kong confirms first case of deadly bird flu this winter
Legal marijuana drawing homeless to Colorado
Argentina's president adopts Jewish godson to counteract werewolf legend 
China to list legal places of worship, 'root out' illegal: Xinhua
12/27/14
Erekat: UNSC to vote Monday on draft demanding Israeli withdrawal from West Bank

Israel approves 243 new homes in East Jerusalem

Clock ticking fast towards next round of Gaza fighting

Islamic State fighters are moving ever closer towards Israel 

Assad orders Christmas Day strike on Islamic State territory

Syrian air force kills 45 civilians in stepped-up raids

Islamic State targeted in 31 strikes by US, allies

ISIS governor of Mosul killed in coalition airstrikes

With ISIS on its doorstep and nuclear talks stalled, Iran looks to flex its muscles

Iran's Army Employs Suicide Drone in Drills

The 'Lions of Allah' will strike at the west: Al-Qaeda warns that lone wolf attacks are just beginning

Oil trades above $60 a barrel as fighting intensifies at Libya's biggest terminal

Islamist gunmen attack African Union base in Somalia 

23 militants killed in army air raid in NW Pakistan

Security forces kill school massacre planner in Pakistan shootout

Obama: Afghanistan won't be 'source of terrorist attacks again'

Erdogan to Europe: Eradicate anti-Muslim racism before daring to criticize Turkey

Ukraine, pro-Russia rebels trade hundreds of prisoners

New Russian military doctrine says NATO top threat

Russia tests 10-warhead ballistic missile

Vladimir Putin Cancels Vacations For Kremlin Officials Amid Economic Crisis

'Noah's Ark': Russia to build world first DNA databank of all living things

S. Korea Ups Security After Cyberattack on Nuclear Plants

Iran expands 'smart' Internet censorship

North Korea blames the US for Internet outages 

North Korea calls Obama "a monkey" in latest hacking salvo

'The Interview' A Hit With Pirates, 750k Illegal Downloads in First 20 Hours

Abusers using spyware apps to monitor partners reaches 'epidemic proportions'

New 'illusion coating' hides objects from detection

The World's Biggest Car Company Wants to Get Rid of Gasoline

Shiveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 26,000ft

Popocatepetl volcano in Mexico erupts to 21,000ft

5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Punta de Burica, Panama 

5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Reykjanes Ridge 

Oklahoma earthquakes increase five-fold from previous year

Record numbers evacuated in Malaysia's worst floods in decades

9 killed, 10 missing in Sri Lanka mudslides

Pro-abortion reverend calls pro-lifers "wolves" and "false prophets" in Christmas greeting

IDF to support transgender recruits throughout sex change process

In 'religious freedom,' GOP finds sticky issue with same-sex marriage

Australian judge says incest may no longer be a taboo because of abortion and contraception

Conservative Virginia Minister Starts Prayer Campaign for Law Enforcement; 'This Lie That Police Are Out Hunting Down Black Men Has Got to Stop'

Egypt bans 'Exodus' over 'historical inaccuracies'
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Is ISIS in Psalm 83?
1. Hamas Shows Off Army 'Ready to Conquer Jerusalem'
1. Is God Turning the Bear? 
1. What Does Rapture Ready Mean?
1. It's not life's duration, but its donation
1. Featured Article: The Rapture, A Secret Jesus Couldn't Reveal 
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As you consider your gift giving this season, and your end of the year support, please add PROPHECY UPDATE to your list. You can help us end this year strong and start the new year on track. 
 

CLICK HERE TO GIVE - THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!
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Is ISIS in Psalm 83? - Bill Salus - http://www.prophecydepotministries.net/2014/isis-psalm-83/ 
 
 
A 3000 year old prophecy written in the book of Psalms appears to be alarmingly close to finding its final fulfillment. Psalm 83 identifies a 10-member coalition comprised of the Arab territories that mostly share common borders with Israel. Psalm 83:4 informs that this formidable alliance wants to destroy the Jewish state and banish the name of Israel once and for all. Psalm 83:6-8 provides the Old Testament identity of these belligerents, which could also include notable terrorist organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, ISIS and more. 
 
ISIS is the acronym for the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. "ISIS" is also known as "IS," which simply means the Islamic State and "ISIL," which stands for the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. The term ISIL, was adopted by the group after making sweeping territorial gains in Northern Syria and Northern Iraq. The subsequent name change implied that the organization would seek further regional advances.
 
The Levant is a term that generally identifies the greater Middle East region, which includes Syria, Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, the Gaza Strip, West Bank, and parts of the Sinai, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Coincidentally, all of these territories appear to be involved in the prophecy of Psalm 83. A simple Google search comparing ISIS to ISIL evidences that ISIS is clearly the more popularized name between the two. 
 
Some prophecy pundits are beginning to connect the dots between Psalm 83:8, which alludes to the ancient territory of Assyria, and ISIS. Listed below and explained afterward, are several reasons that this connection might be justified.
 
* The Ancient Territory of Assyria: The swaths of territory now in the possession of ISIS, closely resembles the lands controlled by Assyria at the time that the Psalm was authored. 
 
* The Dominant Role of Assyria in Psalm 83: Assyria appears to play a dominant role within the Psalm 83 confederacy.
 
* The Assyrian-Jordanian Connection: The Psalm makes a definite connection between Assyria and Jordan, which is possibly the next country that ISIS will seek to invade.
 
* The True Jordanian Descendants: The current ruling Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, has not directly descended from the Ammonites, Moabites and Edomites. These three peoples are the true indigenous ancestors of the Jordanians today. Therefore, Jordan's current regime may be ousted prior to the fulfillment of Psalm 83.
 
Before explaining the potential prophetic implications of the list above, it is important to note that ISIS could fade off of the world scene as suddenly as it emerged. The summer of 2014, caught the world by surprise, as this relatively unknown terrorist organization called ISIS quickly rose to prominence in the Middle East. However, ISIS could wind up being like the Muslim Brotherhood or the Hamas, which in times past have dominated the news, but now can scarcely command a back page news story.
 
EXPLORING THE ISIS and PSALM 83 CONNECTIONS
 
The Ancient Territory of Assyria
 
Probably the most interesting possible connection between ISIS of today, and Psalm 83 of yesterday, is the ancient territory of Assyria. When Psalm 83 was penned about 1000 B.C., Assyria mainly encompassed Northern Syria and Northern Iraq. Although the Assyrian Empire expanded significantly a few centuries later when it conquered Damascus in 732 B.C. and the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C., at the time that the Psalm was issued Assyria looked much like what ISIS presently possesses. 
 
The Dominant Role of Assyria in Psalm 83
 
Within the Arab confederacy of Psalm 83, Assyria appears to play a most prominent role. Psalm 83:8 specifically says that Assyria joins with and helps Jordan in the Psalm 83 conflict. Presently, the Jordanian army represents one of the weakest members within the Psalm 83 confederacy. The Jordanian Armed Forces exist in a defensive capacity, and their primary goal is to maintain the supremacy over Jordan of the ruling Hashemite kingdom.
 
Below is a comparison of the army rankings of the other probable countries involved in Psalm 83. (i) This comparison doesn't take into consideration that Hezbollah in Lebanon has about 100,000 missiles that are not included in Lebanon's ranking. Nor, does it factor in the fighting power of ISIS in Syria's or Iraq's rankings. With the inclusion of these facts, the argument can be made that Jordan's army will desperately need Assyria (perhaps ISIS) as an ally in this concluding Arab-Israeli war.
 
1.        Egypt #13
2.        Saudi Arabia #25
3.        Syria #26
4.        Jordan #67
5.        Iraq #68
6.        Lebanon #83
 
The Assyrian-Jordanian Connection
 
The point was made above that Assyria plays a dual role in Psalm 83. They fight against Israel alongside their Arab cohorts, but they also appear to closely align themselves with Jordan in the epic battle. The verse below says that Assyria joins with and helps the children of Lot, which represents Jordan. The children of Lot were Ammon and Moab. Today, Ammon represents Northern Jordan and Moab is associated with Central Jordan.
 
Assyria also has joined with them; They have helped the children of Lot. Selah  (Psalm 83:8)
 
The Hebrew word for "joined" is "lavah," and it can be translated as allied, or to stand with. In correlation, the Hebrew word for "helped" is "zeroa," and it can mean a strong shoulder of support or armed forces. (ii) What Psalm 83 appears to be describing is Assyria becoming a strong ally of Jordan's in the Psalm. They apparently not only align themselves with Jordan, but they somehow strengthen Jordanian forces in the fight.
 
This verse can be used to soundly debate those that teach that Psalm 83 is merely a prayer of lament on behalf of Israel against its historic enemies. Even though 2 Chronicles 29:30 clearly states that Asaph, the author of Psalm 83, is a prophet, some Psalm 83 naysayers refuse to treat this Psalm as a prophecy. To the contrary, Psalm 83:8 clearly specifies that Assyria proactively enjoins with Jordan in this confederate effort. At no time in Israel's history did this ever occur until Israel was rebirthed as a nation in 1948. In 1948, 1967, and 1973 Syria and Jordan were involved in wars alongside with other Arab countries to fight against Israel.
 
The True Jordanian Descendants
 
It is important to note that the current ruling regime in Jordan is of the Hashemite kingdom. The Hashemites are descendants of Ishmael, and not from Lot's children, Ammon and Moab. This means that the Hashemites are, at best, distant cousins to the Ammonites and Moabites, and as such, they don't necessarily have any ancestral territorial claims to the modern day country of Jordan. Ishmael is thought to have generally settled in the land, which best represents Saudi Arabia today.
 
Although the Ishmaelites are also listed among the Psalm 83 members, Assyria does not join with and help them according to the prophecy. This might imply that King Abdullah II, the current Hashemite ruler of Jordan, may be deposed. Arab leaders being deposed or assassinated has become fairly commonplace since the inception of the Arab Spring in January of 2011. Gone are Mubarak of Egypt, Gaddafi of Libya, and Saleh of Yemen, just to name a few.
 
Presently, the true children of Lot appear to be integrated within the Palestinians. The Palestinians are a conglomeration of predominately Arab peoples, but Ammonite and Moabite descendants are among them. Approximately 60% of Jordan's population is comprised of Palestinians and many of them are not supportive of the ruling Hashemite minority. In fact, some of them are pro-ISIS, because as Sunni Muslims they empathize with the plan of ISIS to establish a Sunni led Islamic Caliphate in the Levant.
 
Importantly, King Abdullah II is very troubled by ISIS. He believes that ISIS is a global terror threat and that Jordan could be the next country to be invaded by ISIS. The burgeoning terrorist organization has Jordan surrounded by Syria to the North and Iraq to the East. Jordan has received about 1.4 million refugees from the Syrian revolution and the ISIS crisis in Iraq. Some of these refugees are being recruited by ISIS. 
 
It's possible that the next military campaign of ISIS will be to invade Jordan. If they are successful they could possibly become aligned with the children of Lot as a dominant shoulder of strength in Psalm 83. Additionally, if they conquer Jordan they could technically take over defacto control of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Presently, the Waqf of Jordan maintains control of this holy site. 
 
Is it conceivable that ISIS may someday takeover Jordan and subsequently target Jerusalem, which is the third holiest site in Islam? Zechariah 12:2 informs of a future time when the surrounding peoples will lay siege on Jerusalem. I believe this verse could be addressing the surrounding Arab confederacy of Psalm 83. Fortunately for Israel, Zechariah 12:6 predicts that the Israel Defense Forces will foil this attack.
 
According to Jeremiah 49:1-6, the country of Jordan will fight in a future war. However, the war that Jeremiah predicts is not waged between ISIS and Jordan, but appears to be fought between Jordan and Israel. We gather this from Jeremiah 49:2, which says: 
 
Therefore behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "That I will cause to be heard an alarm of war In Rabbah (Amman) of the Ammonites; It shall be a desolate mound, And her villages shall be burned with fire. Then Israel shall take possession of his inheritance," says the LORD.
 
As a result of this war, Israel takes possession of his inheritance, which is the land within Jordan that promised to the Hebrew patriarch Abraham in Genesis15:18. This land rests between the Nile and Euphrates Rivers. The country of Jordan exists within these boundaries. This takeover should include the mountainous territory of Petra, in Southern Jordan, because Petra is where the Bible says the Messiah returns to rescue and redeem the faithful remnant of the Jews from the genocidal attempt of the Antichrist. Zechariah 13:8-9 and Isaiah 63:1-5 provide the details about this end time's episode. 
 
Major events have been predicted concerning Jordan and Israel, and ISIS may be the catalyst that kicks things off.
 
Just saying...stay tuned...
 
(i) World army rankings gathered on 12/19/14 at this website: http://www.globalfirepower.com/countries-listing.asp
 (ii) Hebrew word translations taken from New American Standard Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries.
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Hamas Shows Off Army 'Ready to Conquer Jerusalem' - Dalit Halevy & Ari Yashar - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/189178#.VJ8_bAD4 
 
 
In a propaganda film, Hamas portrays itself as a modern Islamic army, with advanced weapons for abductions, tunnel and attacks, naval raids.
 
The propaganda unit of Hamas's "military wing", the Ezzedine Al-Qassam Brigades, kicked into overdrive recently with a new film, which attempted to portray the terrorist organization's Gazan fighting force as a modern Islamic army, exhibiting advanced weaponry training for a wide range of scenarios - and with its sights on Jerusalem.
 
In the video a large unit of terrorists are shown with all the equipment of a modern army, from combat vests to advanced assault rifles. Several are seen bearing a flag reading "the army of Al-Quds (Jerusalem)."
 
The Hamas "army" is seen conducting an array of operations modeled on attacks launched against Israel from Gaza - including several attacks in recent weeks that the terror group has denied responsibility for.
 
It appears to be an attempt to showcase a recently-announced "popular army", which the Islamist terror group said it formed following Operation Protective Edge to "liberate Palestine".
 
In one scene, the terrorists are seen raiding a model IDF post and kidnapping an Israeli soldier. In another, a sniper is seen shooting an IDF soldier; just last Wednesday an IDF soldier was critically wounded by sniper fire during repairs on the security barrier, although Hamas denied it was behind the attack from territory it controls. Tellingly, however, the head of Hamas's reconnaissance unit was killed by IDF return fire during the incident.
 
Rockets, including the domestically produced M75, are seen being fired on numerous occasions throughout the propaganda film, after just two weeks ago a rocket was fired on Israel from Gaza in a breach of the truce, marking at least the third such case of rocket fire since Operation Protective Edge.
 
In response to the latest rocket attack, the IAF struck Gaza concrete factories used to rebuild the terror tunnels leading into Israel and built to attack Israeli civilians. Over 30 such tunnels were destroyed in the operation, but since it ended Hamas has been busily rebuilding them.
 
Indeed, the propaganda film shows Hamas terrorists in terror tunnels, preparing for new attacks. Likewise naval commandos sporting diver equipment are shown firing from boats, before hopping off into the water and continuing to fire with assault rifles made for maritime usage.
 
Aside from attempts to model itself as a modern, conventional army of sorts, the video is equally a clear attempt to emphasize the group's jihadi credentials, at a time when other actors - from Islamic Jihad to Al Qaeda and most recently ISIS - have in many ways stolen its thunder.
 
The opening scene includes a commander riding a horse, a common prop utilized by jihadi groups to hark back to the early Islamic armies; equally the white flag of jihad its terrorists are waving - though not identical - bears a resemblance to the classic jihadi flag adapted by groups such as Al Qaeda and ISIS.
 
At the end of the film, the Hamas army is seen crossing a security barrier and approaching Jerusalem with the Dome of the Rock glittering on top of the Temple Mount, clearly advertising the terror group's aspirations of creating a Palestinian state on the ruins of Israel.
 
Propaganda aside, the much-vaunted "commandos" of Hamas did not fair quite as well during the recent summer war with Israel. Numerous attempts to infiltrate via sea - comprised of terrorists most likely from the same "naval unit" as the one shown in the video - failed miserably, with the terrorists cut down by IDF fire almost immediately upon landing ashore.
 
Indeed much of the propaganda surrounding Hamas's "new" army is unlikely to be much more than that - an attempt to rebuild its image after a largely futile war with Israel which saw it, and the territory it controls, ravaged by fighting with little to show for it.
 
But Israeli intelligence officials will be studying such videos carefully, and those politicians and military leaders who pushed for a more decisive victory during Operation Protective Edge will likely view such a show of force as vindication of their position.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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To order and more information - Click Here
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Is God Turning the Bear? - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd155.html 
 
  
For about 70 years, between 1920 and 1970, the  USSR was ever expanding. Soviet leaders gobbled up  Ukraine, Azerbaijan,  Armenia, Georgia, Poland, part of  Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia, East Germany,  Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,  Hungary, Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia and much more.
 
In the early 90s, some nations rebelled and demanded their independence. Soviet leaders tried to hold the union together, but the rebellion spread, the Soviets lost their power and the USSR fell apart.
 
Some political leaders thought the collapse of the Soviet Union meant that the world had entered a new era of peace, but by the end of the decade a former KGB agent named Vladimir Putin had risen to power and became the acting president of Russia. 
 
He went on to become president, then prime minister and then president again. He changed laws, consolidated his power, cracked down on his opposition, rebuilt the military, developed close ties with Iran and quietly nurtured the dream of restoring the old  Soviet Union. Some even said he also wanted to take over all of Europe.
 
Mr. Putin liked to present himself as a strongman and his desire to restore the old USSR troubled some of the former Soviet Union nations. His intervention in Georgia, Kyrgystan, Ukraine, his annexation of Crimea and the fact that he threatened to use Russian power outside Russia's borders made them nervous. 
 
Several of those former USSR nations joined, or tried to join NATO, primarily for protection. They had broken away from the old power-hungry bear and didn't want to be subjugated and forced back in.
 
About eight months ago when Mr. Putin took over Crimea, western leaders finally decided that he had gone too far and he needed to be turned around. They demanded that he stop supporting the opposition forces in Crimea and threatened to impose sanctions on Russia if he didn't turn around and leave. Their initial sanctions were virtually meaningless and Mr. Putin scoffed at them, but western leaders continued to ramp up the sanctions and the bear began to hurt.
 
Almost overnight, there was a global glut of oil triggered by an economic downturn in Asia and Europe, fracking for oil in the U.S. and stepped up production of oil in Saudi Arabia. The price of oil quickly dropped from more than $100 per barrel to less than $60 per barrel. The Russian Ruble collapsed, the Russian economy went into a tailspin, and Russia was suddenly facing the prospects of a recession or possibly a depression.
 
The looming economic disaster and the likelihood that the Russian people might eventually rebel got Mr. Putin's attention. He now appears to be looking for a way to save face, turn around and leave Crimea. But he has promised the Russian people that he will retaliate against those who have imposed sanctions on Russia and he has promised that he will solve  Russia's economic problems in the next two years.
 
The Russian bear's actions made me think of the battle of Gog and Magog. Gog will try to expand his kingdom in the latter days and latter years. But God said, "I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth" (Ezek. 38:4). 
 
Is Mr. Putin Gog? Is God turning Gog around? How will Gog retaliate? I don't think anyone knows. We can only say that Russia must turn away from one target before God pulls her toward a second target (Israel).
 
God also said, "It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought" (Ezek. 38:10).  
 
What is this evil thought? The Bible doesn't say but it appears to be:
 
"To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land" (Ezek. 38:12). 
 
And some would add, "To satisfy the ancient Islamic hatred for Israel."
 
I don't know what Mr. Putin was thinking when he told the Russian people he will solve Russia's economic problems in the next two years, but China and India have offered to help Russia so it will take a little time for Russia's recession to reach full bloom.
 
Israel has acquired phenomenal wealth with minerals from the Dead Sea, oil and natural gas, agricultural success, cattle and goods; and Mr. Putin has not been reluctant to steal from other countries. We don't know when it will happen, but many would not be surprised to see the battle of Gog and Magog in the next two years.
 
A wounded bear is dangerous and this wounded bear may not be ready to go away. He may turn around and seek a different prey. But regardless of anything I have written, what he has been trying to do to  Israel will be done to him. He will become the prey and God will be known in the eyes of many nations (Obad. 1:15; Ezek. 38:23; 39:17-20).
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com
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What Does Rapture Ready Mean? - By Dan Payne - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/payne42.html 
 
 
This article will address a growing and troubling prophetic trend: The idea that the blood of Christ is not enough to save you from the wrath of the Tribulation, a "partial" Rapture.
 
Let's be clear:
 
Being "ready" for the Rapture begins with being covered by the blood of Christ,  continues with not being ashamed at His coming, and  ends with not suffering loss at His Judgment Seat.
 
The Bible says nothing about being "left behind" because you are a sinner. In the following verse the apostle John teaches the possibility of shame when Christ returns for us at the Rapture:
 
"And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming" (1 John 2:28).
 
The hope of the imminent Rapture has a sanctifying influence in the life of believers. We do not want to get "caught" doing something that we will be ashamed of when Christ returns.
 
We will be taken to the Judgment Seat of Christ where Jesus Himself will judge  all of those who have been redeemed by His precious blood:
 
"Each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire" (1 Corinthians 3:13-15).
 
"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work" (Revelation 22:12).
 
In Luke 21:36, when Jesus told us to pray that we "may be counted worthy to escape" the judgment of the Tribulation, He was speaking to the Jews of salvation from His wrath to come through the strength of the Cross. He was also exhorting all of us to draw strength through our continuous prayer as we watch the beginning of the birth pangs convulse over planet earth.  
 
Jesus further exhorts in the Parable of the Persistent Widow "that men always ought to pray and not lose heart" (Luke 18:1b).  
 
What is the fruit of persistent watching and praying?
 
"And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:7-8)
 
We who are Rapture ready ought to persistently call out to the Lord day and night in faithful prayer for Him to deliver us from this evil world of wickedness and persecution.
 
Being Rapture ready also means to work. In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the Lord equated laziness with a lack of faith. In contrast with His commendation of "good and faithful" for the profitable servants was His condemnation of "wicked and lazy" to the unprofitable servant.
 
No matter our handicap God always provides us with some form of ability. Abilities  not given by the Lord do not cancel out the abilities that were given by Him. 
 
Another way for us to be confident at His coming is to not be in love with the things of this world:
 
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John 2:15).
 
God will discern the thoughts and intents of your heart (Hebrews 4:12). Endeavoring to live a pure and holy life will certainly be a cause to "stand before Him". Even if you are not always successful in maintaining holiness, God will discern your intentions in correlation with your results.  
 
It is easy to see why Satan would want people sidetracked with worry instead of work.  
 
The unbelieving world's definition of a "Super-Christian" is diametrically opposed to God's definition.  The world looks at the outside and the Lord looks within.
 
Satan will always prefer us to focus on the flesh instead of on the Spirit. He knows that if we focus only on the outward intentions of men we will not be able to discern their inward intentions.  
 
Jesus clearly teaches that evil people who claim to be "Super-Christians" are still able to talk a good talk:
 
"Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks" (Matthew 12:34).
 
Jesus is saying that evil people who claim to be know-it-all Super-Christians are the most dangerous and evil of all. They will lead many sheep astray by their false humility and false holiness. They appear to be holy but their burdens are heavy.
 
"I go on mission trips to far-away places. I volunteer at the local soup kitchen. I try to make this world a better place." That may be all well and good but if those works are borne from proud intentions they will profit you nothing.
 
"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ" (Galatians 2:16a).  
 
Some false Christians hate faith and they command different actions of justification. Study and prayer have been replaced by diet and exercise as the new pillars of their "super" faith. Instead of focusing on evil things that defile the spirit they focus on things they perceive will defile the flesh: Yogurt replaces ice cream, yoga replaces fellowship with loved ones, etc.
 
Their twisted view of Christian "faith" conforms to another group of false Christians who roamed the earth some two thousand years ago. "They were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel" (Galatians 2:14a), either.
 
The apostle Paul warned Timothy of the rise of our generation of Super-Christians cut from the same mold as those of his day: "Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth" (1 Timothy 4:1-3).
 
The false Christianity described by Paul above knows no denominational boundaries. These demonic doctrines have permeated across continents and oceans and infected down to even the smallest of congregations.
 
And now the untruth of a partial Rapture doctrine is apparently springing forth from this same cult. It is very sad, very clever, and very destructive. Don't buy into it.  
 
"So that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 1:7-8).
 
"But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words" (Romans 6:17, 1 Thessalonians 4:14, 17-18).
 
It doesn't get any more plain than that. If you have obeyed the gospel from your repentant heart by believing that Jesus died and rose again for  your sins you will  NOT be left behind.
 
"Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless" (2 Peter 3:14).
 
 payne_daniel@outlook.com
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It's not life's duration, but its donation - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2014/12/its-not-lifes-duration-but-its-donation/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie exhorts readers to strive toward God's purposes
 
One thing I've noticed as I get older is how time seems to pass more quickly. When I was in elementary school, it seemed like sitting in class lasted forever. I would stare at the clock, waiting for the hands to move. But then as I grew older, the months went by more quickly. Then years went by more quickly. Now, even decades go by more quickly. And as I look at my life, I realize that I have more years behind me than I have ahead of me. Time passes so quickly.
 
Some people seem to be in denial about aging, so they undergo surgery and cosmetic procedures in an attempt to look younger than they actually are. Everyone wants to figure out how to prolong their lives. But here is the thing we need to realize: God has an appointed day for our birth and also for our death. As Job said, "A person's days are determined; [God has] decreed the number of his months and [has] set limits he cannot exceed" (Job 14:5 NIV). And the psalmist wrote, "Show me, LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting my life is" (Psalm 39:4).
 
Let's say that your doctor called you in to his or her office tomorrow morning and said, "We have just done tests on you after your last physical, and I have to tell you that you have only one year to live."
 
If that were the situation, how would you live your last year on Planet Earth? Would you live your life any differently?
 
In a 2011 interview, Greta Van Susteren asked Billy Graham this question: "If you were to do things over again, would you do it differently?"
 
He responded, "Yes. I would study more. I would pray more, travel less, take less speaking engagements. ... If I had it to do over again, I'd spend more time in meditation and prayer and just telling the Lord how much I love him and adore him, and I'm looking forward to the time that we're going to spend together in eternity."
 
When life comes to an end, certain things become more important to us.
 
The Bible tells us the story of a man who found out that his time on Earth was quickly coming to an end. His name was Hezekiah, and he was the king of Israel. In contrast to many of the kings who ruled over the Jewish people, Hezekiah was a godly man. He tore down the idols that had been erected to false gods, and he called Israel to return to the Lord. When Israel was threatened by their enemies, the Assyrians, it was King Hezekiah who asked the Lord for deliverance. God answered his prayer and destroyed 185,000 Assyrian troops on the battlefield. Hezekiah was a man of God, a man of faith.
 
But one day he became very ill - so ill, in fact, that he was about to die. God sent the prophet Isaiah with this message for Hezekiah: "Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not recover" (2 Kings 20:1).
 
Hezekiah wasn't prepared to accept this news, so he called out to God. He reminded God of what a faithful king he had been, and he asked God to spare his life. So God sent Isaiah back to Hezekiah with another message: "I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will heal you. ... I will add 15 years to your life" (2 Kings 20:5, 6 NLT).
 
That is a good thing, right? Not necessarily. The Bible give us this detail about Hezekiah's response: "But Hezekiah's heart was proud and he did not respond to the kindness shown him; therefore the Lord's wrath was on him and on Judah and Jerusalem" (2 Chronicles 32:25 NIV). Hezekiah's heart was proud, and his response was wrong.
 
During the additional 15 years Hezekiah was given, he gave classified information to his enemies - sort of a biblical version of WikiLeaks. An emissary from Babylon was sent to visit Hezekiah, and for some reason, Hezekiah showed him all the treasures of Israel. This motivated the Assyrians to invade and take the Jewish people into captivity for 70 years. It was also during this same time period that Hezekiah had a son named Manasseh, who ascended the throne after Hezekiah and effectively undid all the good his father had done.
 
So how should Hezekiah have responded when he found out that his life was coming to an end? He probably should have said something along the lines of, "Well, Lord, I would like to live longer if that is in Your will. But if this is my time, then fine." He should have put the matter into God's hands.
 
Jim Elliot was a young missionary who felt called by God to an unreached tribe in Ecuador. But he and his four colleagues were martyred in their endeavors. Though he had so much promise and so much life ahead of him, it was cut short. Yet he had written these words in his journal:
"I seek not a long life but a full one, like you, Lord Jesus."
 
When it is all said and done, it is not about simply living a long life; it is about living a life that is full and purposeful.
 
Corrie ten Boom, a survivor of a Nazi concentration camp, once said, "The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration but its donation."
 
So what kind of donation is your life making? Are there things that you need to stop doing that you know are unproductive? Are there things you need to start doing that would help you a great deal?
 
When it is all said and done, the only thing that will really matter is whether you accomplished the purpose God had for you.
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FROM THE HEART
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PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR CHRISTMAS AND YEAR END GIVING - THANKS!
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Rapture, A Secret Jesus Couldn't Reveal - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/secret/
 
 
I am frequently asked if the rapture is such an important event for the Church, why didn't Jesus say anything about it? Our Q & A format doesn't lend itself to a comprehensive answer to such a complex question, so here's the whole story. It begins 500 years before the cross with God's answer to a prayer from Daniel reminding Him that Israel's 70 year Babylonian captivity was just about over and He promised He would restore the nation when it ended (Jeremiah 29:10-11).
 
The Interrupted Prayer
 
Before Daniel could finish praying, God had already sent the angel Gabriel with His response.
 
Seventy weeks are determined upon your people and your Holy City to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most Holy (place) (Daniel 9:24).
 
God decreed that six things would be accomplished for Daniel's people (Israel) and Daniel's Holy City (Jerusalem) during a specified period of 490 years (seventy weeks of years) that would begin with the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem (Daniel 9:25) which had lain in ruins since the Babylonian conquest nearly 70 years earlier.
 
We should be aware that in Hebrew these six things read a little differently than they do in most English translations.  Literally, God had determined to;
 
 1.  restrict or restrain the transgression (also translated rebellion)
 2.  seal up their sins (as if putting them away in a sealed container)
 3.  make atonement (restitution) for their iniquity
 4. bring them into a state of everlasting righteousness
 5. seal up (same word as #2) vision and prophecy
 6. anoint (consecrate) the most Holy place (sanctuary)
 
In plain language, God would put an end to their rebellion against Him, put away their sins and pay the penalties they had accrued, bring the people into a state of perpetual righteousness, fulfill all the remaining prophecies, and anoint the Temple.
 
This was to be accomplished through their Messiah (Jesus) because no one else could do it.  Had they accepted Him as their savior their rebellion against God would have ended. Their sins would have all been forgiven, and the full penalty paid for them. They would have entered into a state of eternal righteousness, all their prophecies would have been fulfilled and the rebuilt temple would have been consecrated. (It should be noted here that although it appears to have been accepted by Him, God never dwelt in the 2nd Temple, nor was the ark of the covenant and its mercy seat ever present therein.)
 
And It Came To Pass
 
483 years of the time God had set aside for them had passed. Jesus and His disciples were walking up the Mt. of Olives toward Bethany where they were staying at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. It was just a couple of days before the crucifixion. The sun was getting low in the late afternoon sky, casting a soft amber light on the white Temple and its surrounding buildings that caused them to look like they were made of gold. It was such a beautiful sight the disciples called it to the Lord's attention.
 
In reply, Jesus said, "Do you see all these things? I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." (Matt. 24:2).
 
It was the second time they had heard Jesus say this. The first time was a couple of days earlier on what we now call Palm Sunday when He had told the people that because they didn't recognize the time of His coming, the city would be destroyed (Luke 19:41-44).
 
God was holding the nation accountable for their failure to understand the message Gabriel had given to Daniel. Daniel 9:25 revealed that the Messiah would present Himself to them as their King 483 years into that 490 year period. Sure enough, here He was, standing in their midst right on time, having fulfilled Daniel 9:25 and several other prophecies of His coming two days earlier on that first Palm Sunday.
 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus had told the disciples that after they got there He would be handed over to to the Gentiles and put to death, but on the third day He would be raised to life (Matt. 20:17-19). His execution was also part of Daniel's prophecy, where the phrase "cut off" in Daniel 9:26 means "to kill, eliminate, or destroy."
 
Only He Could Do It
 
Make no mistake about it.  Jesus had to die so the 6 promises from Daniel 9:24 could come true.  No one else in Heaven or on Earth could accomplish this. Do you realize what that means?  It wasn't killing the Messiah that put the Jews at odds with God.  After all, dying for them is why He came.   No.  It was that in killing Him, they refused to let His death pay for their sins so He could save them.  This had the effect of making His death meaningless to them. That's what severed the relationship.
 
Because of that, we now get the first hint that all would not go well. Following the crucifixion the people of a coming ruler would destroy Jerusalem and the Temple, the same Temple that God decreed would be consecrated.  The Israelites would be scattered abroad and peace would elude the world (Daniel 9:26).
 
We all know that Jesus was crucified and 38 years later the Romans put the torch to the city and the Temple destroying both. Surviving Jews were forced to flee for their lives and in the ensuing 2000 years I don't believe a single generation has escaped involvement in a war of some kind.
 
Jesus had fed the multitudes, walked on water, healed the sick and raised the dead and still they asked for a miraculous sign that He was their Messiah. Finally in frustration He responded, "A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. 12:38-40).
 
They would get their sign, but only after they had executed Him. Later, just a few days before His execution, He warned them again of the consequences for rejecting Him. "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit" (Matt. 21:43). He was speaking of the coming Church.
 
After the resurrection, having performed the miraculous sign He promised them, Jesus waited 40 days for them to acknowledge it. But upon being informed of the empty tomb the Jewish leaders bribed the soldiers to keep them quiet and refused to recognize the Lord's fulfillment of the sign of Jonah (Matt. 28:11-15). During the following 40 days, they never sought Him out although he remained among them and made 14 appearances to over 500 people during that time. That 40 days was the time of Israel's testing, their chance review all the proof and admit that He is who He claimed to be, Israel's Messiah.
 
He Never Said A Word About It
 
There's no indication from the Biblical record that Jesus ever spoke to the disciples about the fact that the coming Church Age would interrupt Daniel's prophecy seven years short of its fulfillment and delay its completion by about 2,000 years. In fact from Acts 1:6-8 we learn that 40 days after the resurrection they expected Him to restore the Kingdom to Israel.
 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"
 
He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:6-8).
 
Jesus told the disciples it wasn't for them to know the timing of the kingdom's restoration and immediately changed the subject to the coming Holy Spirit. I think the Lord was saying the offer of the kingdom was still on the table for Israel, but His focus was about to change. Obviously God knew they had rejected the kingdom at that time, but He was leaving the door open for them to accept it at some point in the future.
 
This is borne out by a prophecy He spoke through Hosea 750 years earlier.
 
"Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me" (Hosea 5:15). Please note the word "until" because it conveys the notion of "not now" rather than "not ever." The door is still open today.
 
Therefore, on that late afternoon on the Mt. Of Olives all the disciples could have known for sure was that 483 years of the 490 year prophecy of Daniel had passed, there were only 7 years left and Jesus had just told them that the Temple, all of its related buildings, and indeed all of Jerusalem were going to be destroyed. It must have been quite a shock to hear this.
 
Twenty Years Later
 
After Pentecost the Church consisted mostly of Jewish believers and was centered in Jerusalem. While it grew and attracted followers from around the area, it was still perceived as an outgrowth of Judaism. Even though the Lord had departed, Israel was being given more time to come around while the Church grew in its midst.
 
It wasn't until James explained things some 20 years later that the Church's leaders understood how Israel was being set aside while the Lord took out of the Gentiles a people for Himself (Acts 15:13-18). A word study on this passage will reveal a faint hint of the rapture. The Greek word translated "take" or "taking" conveys the idea of carrying away, removing, or taking to one's self. The people the Lord will take out of the Gentiles is the Church, carrying us away to his Father's house, like He promised (John 14:2-3).
 
Following the removal of the Church, His focus will shift back to Israel. The temple will be rebuilt, the remaining week of Daniel's prophecy will be fulfilled (Daniel 9:27) and the remnant of men will have their final opportunity to seek the Lord before His return with power and great glory.
 
As long as God was holding the door open for Israel, the full scope of His plan for the Church could not be revealed. Blessings like salvation by grace through faith alone, eternal security, and especially the rapture, never have and never will be offered to Israel.
 
Even under their version of the New Covenant, things will be different from the way it is for us. A temple, daily sacrifices for sin, and mandatory observance of Holy Days will still be the order of the day, although in a somewhat different form from Old Testament requirements.
 
But having waited long enough for Israel, God determined to implement His plan for the Church and now Israel would wait for Him. Individual Jewish believers would receive all the blessings intended for the Church but the nation called Israel would ease to exist in a covenant relationship with God until He had taken out of the Gentiles a people for Himself. This is why Paul said Israel has been blinded in part until the full number of Gentiles has come in (Romans 11:25).
 
Now I Can Tell You
 
The way was now officially clear for the Gospel of Grace to be preached to the Gentiles in its entirety.  Paul had previously received the Gospel of Grace directly from the Lord (Galatians 1:11-12). He had already begun preaching it and planting churches but had yet to speak of the rapture.
 
Paul was present at the Council of Jerusalem when he learned that Israel was being set aside while the Lord built His Church.  Shortly thereafter he became the first person on Earth to present a clear teaching on the doctrine of the rapture of the Church, repeating what the Lord had told him, and saying He was revealing a secret in doing so.
 
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality (1 Cor. 15:51-53).
 
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever (1 Thes. 4:15-17).
 
It was the secret Jesus couldn't reveal. 
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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