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	3/17/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Livni reportedly forgoes agreement to rotate prime minister's office with Herzog
Business leaders see peace boost if Netanyahu loses Israeli election
In private, Abbas, Palestinian officials reportedly voice hope that Netanyahu will lose
Netanyahu Says Never to a State for Palestinians
Flashback - We must divide the land: an interview with Isaac Herzog
EU chooses Italian negotiator as EU Middle East envoy
Tony Blair looking to expand peacemaking role in the Middle East
UNHRC to hear oral report on the Gaza probe on March 23rd
Hamas: 'Holy Obligation' to Attack Israel from Judea and Samaria
Liberman says if he's defense minister next fight with Hamas will be last
Is It Time for the Jews to Leave Europe?
Kerry's Gaffe Exposes 'IsraelPhobia'
US intel report scrapped Iran from list of terror threats
Gaps still remain between Europe and Iran in regards to nuclear talks
Uncertain whether differences in Iran talks can be resolved in coming days
US Senate panel could vote on Iran nuclear bill next week
Iran deal could start nuclear fuel race - Saudi Arabia
Iran's nuclear deal could open oil flood lowering prices even more
US insists that it will never negotiate with Assad after Kerry comments
Fabius: US assured France it has not changed stance on Syria
Obama Blames Bush For Rise Of ISIS
Britain: Assad Has No Place in Syria's Future
Kurdish official says Islamic State used chlorine in three attacks
Iraqi offensive for Tikrit stalls as casualties mount
Sources: Egyptian court seeks death penalty for Brotherhood leader and 13 others
Boko Haram ousted from key Nigerian cities
Australian counter-terror police 'stopping 400 per day'
Amid NATO exercises, Russia puts Northern Fleet on 'full alert'
Russia's President Vladimir Putin Reappears in Public After 10-Day Absence
Vladimir Putin: Russian leader dismisses 'gossip' over absence
Russia starts nationwide show of force
U.S. Basically Says Russia Sanctions Will Go On Forever
Ferguson turmoil draws U.S. evangelist's rapid response team
FBI's Plan to Expand Hacking Power Advances Despite Privacy Fears
Snowden: Mass surveillance won't stop terrorism
Hedge fund manager: It's a 'truly scary time'
What it means if Fed no longer says it's 'patient' on rates
Solar eclipse, Supermoon, Spring equinox: Friday will see three rare celestial events
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Kimbe, Papua New Guinea
Sangay volcano in Ecuador erupts to 26,000ft
Shiveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 25,000ft 
Aid Agencies Struggle to Reach Affected in Vanuatu After 'Monster' Cyclone Pam
Two Dozen Confirmed Dead, Thousands Displaced After Cyclone Pam Hits Vanuatu
Cyclone Pam: Video from Vanuatu shows vast devastation
South America's largest city is almost out of water
The melting of Antarctica was already really bad. It just got worse.
Earth has exceeded four of the nine limits for hospitable life, scientist claims
Al Gore at SXSW: We Need to 'Punish Climate-Change Deniers' and 'Put a Price on Carbon'
Remote-Control Cyborg Beetles Now Flying With Greater Precision
This 3D printer for small molecules might change organic chemistry forever
How biometrics could help smartphones predict the next Ebola outbreak
American who contracted Ebola now in critical condition
A local government in Wash. state tries to corner the marijuana market
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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 IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. If Netanyahu Loses, You Can Blame Barack Obama
1. A True Profile in Courage
1. Israel Walks Russia's Tightrope
1. This is the end? Pope gives up cryptic hint
1. Ignore God's Calendar At Your Own Risk!
1. Daily Jot: Israel elections--Speculative or prophetic?
1. Daily Devotion: What Makes a Person Wise
1. Featured Article: The Chronicles of Life and Death      
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If Netanyahu Loses, You Can Blame Barack Obama - By Michael Snyder - http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/if-netanyahu-loses-you-can-thank-barack-obama
 
 
It's no secret that Barack Obama greatly dislikes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.  But officially, Obama says that he is not trying to influence the outcome of the Israeli election.  Unfortunately, just like with so many other lies that Obama tells, that simply is not true.  A couple of months ago, it looked like Netanyahu was going to cruise to an easy victory in this election.  But then a flood of money and an army of Obama operatives started heading into Israel.  Now, the latest opinion polls project that Isaac Herzog's Zionist Union will take 26 seats in the Knesset, and Netanyahu's Likud Party is only being projected to take 22 seats.  Netanyahu is blaming this dramatic swing in the polls on an "international conspiracy", but he won't mention Obama by name.  However, anyone with half a brain can see what is happening.  Even CNN admits that "corks will be popping at the White House and State Department if Netanyahu loses".
 
The leader of the army of Obama operatives that has gone over to Israel is named Jeremy Bird.  He was the national field director for Barack Obama's 2012 presidential campaign.  And even though Netanyahu won't point a finger directly at Barack Obama, he has been willing to single out the organization that Bird is working for...
 
During the Tel Aviv rally Sunday, Netanyahu chided what he called funding "from abroad" of an activist group which has pushed for Netanyahu's ouster. The group, V15, is working with Jeremy Bird, one of President Barack Obama's former campaign strategists. Netanyahu, who has strong links to U.S. billionaire Sheldon Adelson, has attributed his drop in the polls to a "worldwide" conspiracy to oust him.
 
And of course there are lots of other Obama operatives working alongside Bird to oust Netanyahu.  In a previous article, I shared a list that had been compiled by WND...
 
--
 
Besides Bird, the 270 Strategies team includes the following former Obama staffers:
*Mitch Steward, a 270 Strategies founding partner who helped the Obama campaign build what the U.K. Guardian called "a historic ground operation that will provide the model for political campaigns in America and around the world for years to come."
*Mark Beatty, a founding partner who served as deputy battleground states director for the Obama campaign. He had primary responsibility for Obama's election plans for the battleground states.
*Marlon Marshall, a founding partner at 270 Strategies who joins the team after holding several key positions in national Democratic politics, most recently as deputy national field director for the 2012 Obama campaign.
*Betsy Hoover, a founding partner who served as director of digital organizing on the Obama campaign.
*Meg Ansara, who served as national regional director for Obama for America where she was responsible for overseeing the 2012 programs in the Midwest and southern states.
*Bridget Halligan, who served as the engagement program manager on the digital team of the 2012 Obama campaign.
*Kate Catherall, who served as Florida deputy field director for Obama's re-election campaign.
*Alex Lofton, who most recently served as the GOTV director of Cleveland, Ohio, for the 2012 Obama campaign.
*Martha Patzer, the firm's vice president who served as deputy email director at Obama for America.
*Jesse Boateng, who served as the Florida voter registration director for Obama's re-election campaign.
*Ashley Bryant, who served most recently as the Ohio digital director for the 2012 Obama campaign.
*Max Clermont, who formerly served as a regional field director in Florida for Obama's re-election campaign.
*Max Wood, who served as a deputy data director in Florida for the 2012 Obama campaign.
 
--
 
And it looks like a group that has been funded by the State Department may have been funneling money to these operatives.  In fact, a bipartisan Senate panel is now looking into these allegations...
 
According to the source, the probe is looking into "funding" by OneVoice Movement - a Washington-based group that has received $350,000 in recent State Department grants, and until last November was headed by a veteran diplomat from the Clinton administrations.
 
A subsidiary of OneVoice is the Israel-based Victory 15 campaign, itself guided by top operatives of Obama's White House runs, which seeks to "replace the government" of Israel.
 
"It's confirmed that there is a bipartisan Permanent Subcommittee inquiry into OneVoice's funding of V15," the source said, speaking on condition of anonymity about the American group, which bills itself as working for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
 
There are a lot of reasons why Obama and his operatives want Netanyahu out.
 
But one of the core issues is that they believe that Netanyahu is the main barrier standing in the way of a Palestinian state.
 
If Isaac Herzog becomes the next prime minister, the outlook for negotiations with the Palestinians will change almost overnight.  The probability that Obama will be able to cement his "legacy" with a historic Middle East peace deal will go up dramatically.
 
On the other hand, if Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu wins, he is already promising that there will not be a Palestinian state for as long as he is holding office...
 
Faced with a tight race for his political life, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stepped up the nationalist rhetoric on the eve of parliamentary elections, vowing a Palestinian state will not be established on his watch if he's re-elected.
 
In an interview published Monday in the NRG news website, Netahyahu said withdrawing from occupied areas to make way for a Palestinian state would only ensure that territory will be taken over by Islamic extremists. When asked if that means a Palestinian state will not be established if he is elected, Netanyahu said "indeed."
 
And Netanyahu is pledging to do all that he can to keep Jerusalem undivided forever...
 
"We will preserve Jerusalem's unity in all its parts. We will continue to build and fortify Jerusalem so that its division won't be possible and it will stay united forever," Netanyahu said. "Likud's victory is the only thing that can ensure the continuation of a national leadership and will prevent the establishment of a left-wing government."
 
Needless to say, what Netanyahu wants is the exact opposite of what Barack Obama wants.
 
Now we have reached a moment of truth.  What happens in this election is going to have enormous implications for Israel, the Palestinians, the United States and the entire planet.
 
It might be the most important Israeli election in at least 40 years, and in the end the final outcome may be tipped one way by Obama and his minions.
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A True Profile in Courage - Terry James - http://www.raptureready.com/terry/terry2.html 
 
 
Normally, I don't like to get overly involved in the specifics of congressional matters. However, these courageous congressmen who are taking the full vitriol of liberal Democrats, mainstream press and liberal, pajama-boy social media types need to know that they are supported in what is perhaps the most dangerous threat the world has faced since the Cuban missile crisis --if Iran gets nuclear weapons and the capability to deliver them (which, they apparently already have).
 
God is in Control, but He expects us to make His Voice heard, especially in these crucial days involving Israel, I believe.
 
 My own newspaper in Little Rock apparently refuses to print the following opinion piece I sent them, but instead printed many articles in opposition to Tom Cotton's and the others' letters opposing the terrible deal being made with Iran. This, despite Arkansas, in the mid-term elections, demonstrating that it is  the most conservative state in the union. Thus, I know the paper has received an overwhelming number of op-ed pieces favoring the courageous senators, but has refused to print them.  
 
We can reach many more than that one newspaper as Christians, as long as we are allowed access to Internet. 
 
Thanks and Blessings,
 
 Terry James
 

 
Tom Cotton-Our Very Own Profile in Courage
 
 John F. Kennedy, should he be suddenly allowed amongst the living, would have a tough time recognizing the party he once headed-the-in my view-now perverted party his brother, Ted, left in his wake.
 
The president who faced down Nikita Khrushchev during the missile crisis of October 1962, would, I'm convinced, be appalled at members in the Democrat Party calling "traitorous" patriots who would oppose America's bitter enemies. That is what Democrats and their leftist, wooly-minded, blogging, sycophants are calling congressional leaders who copied the Iranian terrorist regime on a letter saying those congressmen would not support a go-ahead deal, allowing development of nuclear weapons with the Iranian leadership, blood-vowed to wipe both Israel and the U.S. off the globe.
 
Arkansas' own newly elected senator, Tom Cotton-the senator who initiated the letter, joined by 46 other congressional members-is being subjected to every invective possible, magnified in its fervor a thousand times over by mainstream news and entertainment media. Cotton and the other patriots are accused of being traitors by exposing President Obama's "bad deal," as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called it in his speech to Congress on Tuesday, March 3.
 
The Democrats doing the name-calling in high-pitched squealing, like the proverbial stuck pig, conveniently forget the likes of Nancy Pelosi, Harry Reid, and John Kerry going to some of the world's worst tyrants, in person, to try to thwart efforts of President George W. Bush. They conveniently forget JFK's own brother, Edward M. Kennedy, back in the days of the Reagan Administration, going to the Soviet Union, in person, to assure then Premiere Yuri Andropov that he and the Democrat leadership would find ways to govern Ronald Reagan and his opposition to the Soviet regime's designs on the rest of the world.
 
John F. Kennedy, if his most famous literary work was in truth his patriotic thought process manifested, would, I have little doubt, consider for inclusion Senator Tom Cotton in his work Profiles in Courage.
 
I hope every Arkansan who is in touch with reality (and the fact that we are perhaps the most politically conservative state in the union shows most are in touch with reality) will recognize Tom Cotton and the others who joined him for the courage and wisdom they have shown in the face of political and media hatreds those patriots have only begun to experience.
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Israel Walks Russia's Tightrope - By Gedalyah Reback - http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/192735#.VQhKYJuUB9B
 
 
Israel has tried to convince Russia to draw back some of its military influence in the Middle East, but must be careful.
 
Russia is a constant thorn for Israelis. At times it might seem that the Russians have neither rhyme nor reason for the motives in the Middle East. At times they are willing to accept overtures from the pro-Russian Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman while simultaneously sending advanced weapons systems to Syria and building Iran's nuclear program.
 
If those moves seem haphazard or unclear strategically, Olena Bagno-Moldavsky of the Institute of National Security Studies would agree with you.
 
Russia's military and global strategy are somewhat disconnected from its financial interests. However, Russia is open to an evolving strategy because Western sanctions have dented Russia's power. As a result, Russia might be even more eager - possibly desperate - to find alternative spheres of influence.
 
According to Bagno-Moldavsky, Russia has been in the process of rebuilding its international influence since the late 2000s. Syria seemed like the only viable place to heavily invest Russian military power and nurture a 'satellite state' in the region.
 
But given Western sanctions over the Russian invasion and conquest of Crimea in the Ukraine, that means virtually any country in the Middle East is fair game.
 
"Their Ukraine policies have killed their relationship with Europe," says Bagno-Moldavsky. "Russia will try to present itself as an alternative to, rather than a participant of, the international mainstream."
 
Russia has fallen back on assets it already has. Ties with Syria are strong, but it is also a player in building the infrastructure of Iran's nuclear program. The two countries were also close during the Cold War, adding a lot of sentimentality to the relationship Moscow would be reluctant to abandon, especially if it appeared a though Russian influence were slipping out of the Middle East were Russia to back away from the Assads.
 
But stepping back is unlikely. Even if Russia is considering Syria a liability for Russia's reputation around the world, there is no clear advantage or disadvantage in Syria itself to justify a change in approach to the country (to the chagrin of Israel).
 
"The problem is that Syria is so unstable and unclear that there is no justification to change their strategy. Chances are that they won't change the situation in the near future. It is simply an unstable situation that demonstrates no overarching factor that might lead to a drastic change in Russian strategy in the Middle East," said Bagno-Moldavsky.
 
When asked if Iran was being leveraged by Russia to exert more influence over the negotiations between Tehran and the world powers, Bagno-Moldavsky thought Russia was too isolated for that.
 
"Their international standing as of now would not let it be an active partner in negotiations with Iran," she said.
 
Still, she thought that the sanctions against Russia might actually result in unintended but positive effects for Israel: Russia will need to diversify its diplomatic outreach.
 
"The idea of creating channels for bilateral relations includes  Iran, but sanctions might force Moscow to diversify the countries with which it is involved, particularly in places like the Middle East."
 
Russia's recent deal with the Egyptian government to build their first reactor has been seen by some people as both the inevitable nuclear proliferation resulting from a bad deal with the Iranians and the attempt by Russia to take advantage of poor US relations in the region. Still others see Russia planning for a future where Iran's nuclear program may no longer yield the financial fruit it could have without international controls.
 
"Russia is more opportunistic than strategic. They are looking for deals everywhere. Egypt does not substitute Iran for Moscow; rather they are trying to start new projects wherever they can. It is definitely an attempt to somehow be in the region."
 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman invested effort into having stronger relations with Russia, but he never seemed to be able to breach Russia's desire to continue supporting Syria and Iran. There was only one major incident where Israel's backchannels prevented a major Russian shipment of S-300 missiles to Syria in 2013.
 
"From the Israeli point of view, Russia has a history of supporting non-state actors and what weapons they provide could make things more complex if not weaker for Israel. Israel doesn't want to push Russia in a bad direction," said Bagno-Moldavsky.
 
Israel angered the United States last year by remaining neutral on the Russian invasion of Crimea, but even to European powers the Israeli position was "understandable" because of the risks involved in being too confrontational.
 
"From the Russian point of view, they definitely appreciate Israel staying neutral on the Ukraine issue. It contributes to this indirect understanding that Israel stays out of these issues, even to the point where Liberman was once rebuffed when he offered to mediate between Ukraine and Russia."
 
Israel has meager means, right now, to influence Russia's moves in the Middle East. The S-300 deal cancellation was a major victory for Israel's diplomatic arm, but Russia is still not just more powerful in terms of resources but also in its advantage diplomatically in the Mideast.
 
Beyond that, Jerusalem has successfully impressed something else on Moscow.
 
"Russia respects Israel's argument there is a need to maintain a balance of power in the region and Israel is very clear about that balance in terms of weapons," said Bagno-Moldavsky.
 
"Russia accepted Israel's position."
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CONVERGENCE - of the End Time Signs - DVD
Is Now Shipping!!!

 
Now, also available on USB Flash-drive 
or as a Digital Download
 
First Reviews:
 
"I loved this DVD, from beginning to end the message was clear that all the End Time Signs are converging upon the world, just as the Bible predicted. I cried during the part about the Jewish Aliyah when they landed in Israel and kissed the ground. Great Job!"  - D. Koerner - Bakersfield (Friend)
 
"This was Randy's best DVD yet, and now he has no reason not to come visit me. He can't use the, "Mom, I am working on the new movie excuse any more!" Also, thank you for hooking up and showing me how to use the DVD player you bought me last Christmas, love you, mom! - Randy's (I only live a mile away) mom.
 
I give this DVD four paws up! - Abby (Randy's Dog, who was also in charge of security during production)
 
 
-------------------------------------------------
 
Our Best DVD Ever
 
I believe CONVERGENCE, is the best DVD that we have ever produced! It's jammed packed full of stunningly vivid images and Hi-Def clips, that thoroughly show that we are in the end of the End Times, right before the Rapture and the Tribulation. 
 
100 % Worded
 
This DVD is 100% worded for the hearing impaired. Every word the narrator speaks, is clearly on the screen.
 
A Must See DVD
 
Every believer needs to watch this DVD and then share it with their friends, family members, and co-workers. Every church, and small bible study group, should watch this DVD and use it to evangelize. There is an invitation at the end of the DVD, that gives everyone the opportunity to ask Jesus into their lives!
 
Evangelistic tool
 
It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words, well, then a DVD, with thousands of images, must be priceless. Today's generation does not read books as much as us old school people. But, hand them a DVD, and they are more than likely to watch it. 
 
Timely
 
The CONVERGENCE DVD could not be more timely! It coincides exactly with today's headlines and current events, leaving no doubt, that all the end times signs are happening, just as Jesus predicted.
 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
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	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE -
This DVD is Now Shipping!!!


CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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This is the end? Pope gives up cryptic hint - http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/this-is-the-end-pope-gives-up-cryptic-hint/?cat_orig=faith 
 
 
Comments on short papacy show possible awareness of ancient forecast
 
An author who successfully predicted Pope Benedict XVI's resignation now is suggesting Pope Francis may be a believer in an ancient prophecy that foretells disaster for the Roman Catholic Church.
 
The pope unleashed an international frenzy of speculation when he recently commented, "I have a feeling my pontificate will be brief. ... It is a vague feeling I have that the Lord chose me for a short mission."
 
Bestselling author Tom Horn, featured on the blockbuster movie, "The Last Pope?," told WND in an exclusive interview that the statements imply the man once known as Jorge Mario Bergoglio sees himself as part of a prophecy.
 
Horn stated, "The comments by Pope Francis regarding possible assassination or retirement and that he may not be the pontiff much longer make me wonder if he is a believer in his role as the last pope (pope No. 112 in the 'Prophecy of the Popes'), which speaks of the destruction of Rome."
 
St. Malachy's "Prophecy of the Popes" is said to be based on his prophetic vision of the next 112 popes, beginning with Pope Celestine II, who died in 1144.
 
Malachy presented a description of each pope, culminating with the "final pope," "Peter the Roman," whose reign would end with the destruction of Rome and judgment.
 
But other Catholic prophecies also speak of the final subversion of the Roman Catholic Church.
 
As Horn notes, "Even St. Francis of Assisi - the current pope's namesake and one of the most venerated religious figures in history - gathered his devotees shortly before his death and prophesied, 'At the time of this tribulation a man, not canonically elected, will be raised to the pontificate, who, by his cunning, will endeavor to draw many into error and death. ... Some preachers will keep silence about the truth, and others will trample it under foot and deny it. ... for in those days Jesus Christ will send them not a true pastor, but a destroyer.'"
 
Horn believes Francis may also see his fate revealed as part of one of the famous "secrets of Fátima."
 
"The final secret of Fátima was supposedly given to three Portuguese children, Lucia dos Santos, Jacinta Marto and Francisco Marto, when they saw an apparition of the Virgin Mary (Our Lady of Fátima) in 1917."
 
As Horn observed, "There is a great deal of controversy over whether the third secret was ever completely released by the Vatican, but part of what was released describes a city, which some believe to be the Vatican City. The city is attacked and many priests, including the pope (described as the 'Bishop in White'), are killed by fighters who could easily be interpreted as members of ISIS."
 
This section of the prophecy reads,
 
... before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way [and] on his knees at the foot of the big cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the other bishops, priests, men and women religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions.
 
ISIS has vowed to "conquer Rome" by 2020 and has called for an alliance with the radical left to further its objectives. ISIS has also  included Catholic countries like Spain in its vision of the restored caliphate.
 
Pope Francis seems aware of the danger posed by the terrorist group. Only a few days before musing on the likely brevity of his papacy, the pope  spoke fatalistically about the danger of assassination. The pope declared his life or death is "in God's hands" and joked, "I have said to the Lord, 'You take care of me. But if it is your will that I die or something happens to me, I ask you only one favor: that it doesn't hurt.'"
 
Such levity, says Horn, conceals more disturbing questions about the nature of Francis' papacy and the manner in which he obtained his office.
 
Horn explains the Italian newspaper Il Fatto Quotidiano claimed to have uncovered a plot in 2012 to assassinate Pope Benedict XVI because of an internal power struggle. Horn asks, "Is that why Benedict 'retired' officially in 2012, though not publicly until 2013?"
 
Pope Francis is doing his best to convince the world about the stability of the papacy. Despite his reputation as an innovator, the pope has expressed  opposition to an age limit for future popes.
 
New York Times bestselling author Jerome Corsi also wonders about instability in the Vatican. In an interview with WND, Corsi said Pope Francis' comments about a short papacy surprised him.
 
"With Pope Benedict resigning, a new model of the papacy seems to be developing. Granted, Benedict is not day-to-day active, but he appears to give advice to Pope Francis when consulted. Do we already have two popes?"
 
"In the future, will popes have terms for which they serve, as presidents in the USA have term limits?" Corsi wondered. "Is Pope Francis the last pope to be appointed for life? Will Francis step down as Benedict did? We do appear to be in a new age where the papacy is undergoing redefinition."
 
But Horn said the events in progress may be something far more substantial than simply organizational changes.
 
"Francis appointed Pietro Parolin as his secretary of state, an Italian (Roman) whose name is Peter," Horn said. "If the Vatican were attacked or Francis and his Camerlengo (papal administrators) were to be killed at the same time or taken out of the way, this man would sit on the pope's throne and literally be known as 'Peter the Roman,' the final line in the Prophecy of the Popes."
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Ignore God's Calendar At Your Own Risk! - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/03/ignore-gods-calendar-at-your-own-risk.html 
 
 
     How do you think you would live your life if you didn't have a calendar? Would you miss important dates and appointments?  Just how would you live your life differently? Would the passing of time matter; or how would you keep track of forecasts, predictions, and forewarnings?  On a very simple level, think of it this way ... without a calendar, how would a farmer know when it was the proper timing to plant his crops? Or, if a doctor tells you that you only have a few months to live, how would you keep track of time, and how would you spend those remaining days?
 
     Well, since the world was created, man has turned to the heavens to track time and to prognosticate about his future.  But in these days of such advanced technology, we are looking down at our computers or our phones ... and I fear that it may jeopardize our survival.  We would do well to listen to such learned men as Jonathan Cahn, author of "The Harbinger" and "The Mystery of the Shemitah,"; both books that point us to God's signs and signals for the future of man.
 
     This year, 2015, is remarkable for heavenly portents of God's design for this world.  They have not gone unnoticed by secular man; but their weightier significance is lost on the uneducated.  So let me attempt to enlighten you, and I think you will find that what I am about to disclose is -- at the very least -- fascinating.  And you just might find that the implications are astounding!
 
     You might have heard meteorologists and weather forecasters predicting a solar eclipse on March 20th, just a few days away.  There has also been much talk about the "Blood Red Moon" events of 2014-15.  Since I see all things through a Biblical worldview, it shouldn't surprise you if I point out that these events and dates coincide with a Biblical calendar instituted by God.  After all, He tells us in Genesis 1:14 that He created the lights in the heavens "[to mark] seasons, days, and years".  These "lights" include the sun, moon, and stars.
 
     So, taking the next step ... what do I mean by Biblical calendar events?  Do I mean to say that God has established certain days and holidays that can be tracked in the heavenly skies and on an earthly calendar?  Absolutely!  Of course, man in the form of Julius Caesar and Pope Gregory XIII had to go and mess with the Jewish lunar calendar, as established by God.  So if we are to understand the exact dates we are about to discuss, then it is important to keep to the Jewish Calendar.
 
      Now, it is also important for us to realize that the Hebrew people have counted and observed 7-year cycles in their agricultural labors, as mandated by the Torah for the Land of Israel -- and they still observe this 7-year cycle in contemporary Judaism.  The 7th year in the 7-year cycle is called a Sabbatical year (God rested on the 7th day, the Sabbath), or a Shemitah year.  The Hebrews were to let the land rest, and were promised bountiful harvests if they followed this commandment.  They were "to release" the land from its activity, as well as releasing their brethren from their debts.  It was to be a year of freedom and relying on God.  
 
     Furthermore, there was a certain perfection of the Sabbath Year legislation. It provided for a double portion of rest every 50th year. Each 49th year would be a Sabbath Year (7 x 7), followed by a Jubilee Year in the 50th, so that for two consecutive years the people would be bound to restore the land, restore personal and economic freedom, and depend on God.  Land reverted back to its original owner, and slaves were set free.  It was to be a time of liberation and celebration!
 
     So why should all this be of interest to us?  Well, it turns out that there are a tetrad of Blood Red Moons in 2014-15, PLUS this event coincides with the beginning of the "Shemitah" as well as a "Jubilee Year".  That's right!  There is a convergence of all these God-ordained events within the time-frame of one year!  The current Shemitah Year began on September 25, 2014, and runs to September 13, 2015.  And let's not forget the Blood Moons and the upcoming Solar Eclipse.  
 
     In the Jewish tradition, a Lunar Eclipse has forecast a bad omen for the Jewish People or the Land of Israel.  A Blood Moon has meant that a sword (or judgment) was coming.  A Solar Eclipse has pointed to a bad omen for the world.  So, if we are to give any of this credence, we should be able to point to incidents in history in which these events have occurred and in which these predictions actually happened, right?
 
     Consider these interesting facts, and partial list of events:  
 
*  Four TOTAL lunar eclipses occurred on the Jewish Passover and Feast of Tabernacles in 162 - 163 AD, coinciding with the worst persecution of Jews... and Christians in the history of the Roman Empire. Within 3 years the Antonine Plague killed eight million people, a third of the population. 
 
*  Four TOTAL lunar eclipses occurred on the Jewish Passover and Yom Kippur Holidays in 842 - 843 AD. Shortly after the eclipses the Vatican church in Rome was attacked and looted by an Islamic invasion from Africa.
 
*  Four TOTAL lunar eclipses occurred on the Jewish Passover and the Feast of Trumpets Holidays in 1493 - 1494. Only months after King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain ordered all Jewish people to leave the country (after about 200 AD, Spain became and remained a second Jewish homeland for well over a millennia. So deeply woven into the fabric of Spain are the Jews that neither history can be fully studied without considering the influence of the other).
 
     And if you're thinking that this is all just coincidence, and nothing has happened in recent history, take a look at this event:
 
*  Fouyr TOTAL lunar eclipses occurred during the 1948-49 time period (one year) of the founding of the modern nation of Israel.
 
*  Four TOTAL lunar eclipses occurred on the Jewish Passover and Feast of Tabernacle in 1967 - 1968 coinciding with the 6 Day War when Israel recaptured Jerusalem. 
 
     So, you might be asking, "What does this have to do with me, here in the U.S.?"  Well, here is what has happened on the last two Shemitah years, which occurred in 2001 and 2008 ... 
 
*  Shemitah year 2001:  America was attacked,  killing nearly three thousand people on 9/11 and this sad day became America's new day of... discredit and humiliation!
 
*  Shemitah year 2008:  America experienced a stock market crash on September 29 when the market fell 777 points in one day. It was the greatest one-day decline in the history of Wall Street. 
 
     Author Jonathan Cahn is quick to point out that these events are synonymous with the 29th day of Elul on the Jewish calendar (which corresponds to our August-September).  The two biggest single-day stock market crashes in U.S. history occurred on the 29th of Elul -- Sept. 17, 2001 and Sept. 29, 2008.  In the 2008 crash, the Dow fell 777.7 points on the news that the House of Representatives voted down a $700 billion bailout deal.  (Perhaps you've heard that the number "7" has special meaning in a Biblical context ... divine completeness).  Kind of eerie, huh?   
 
     Now, if you're good at math, you've already figured out that the next Shemitah year is this year, 2015.  And this time, the 29th of Elul will occur on September 13, 2015.  Should we be looking for another catastrophic event to occur?  Don't put it past God, says Mr. Cahn.  "I see a similar phenomenon playing out in America.  [One can trace] the first signs of judgment to 1973, a Shemitah year, following the removal of prayer from public schools in the 1960s and then the Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion. That started a downhill spiral, with each judgment getting more pronounced, including the stock-market crashes of 1980 and 1987, followed by terror attacks and a market crash in September 2001, then another financial collapse seven years later in September 2008. The present Shemitah year started Sept. 25, 2014, and is now halfway to its climax in September 2015."  
 
     Is anyone willing to bet that we've changed course enough as a nation to avoid further judgment?  Combine all these occurrences with the Blood Moons and the Solar Eclipse, and it looks like a possible recipe for some sort of cataclysm or catastrophe.  
 
     Admittedly, if you have no interest in the Bible or God's sovereignty, or just think this is all serendipity at its finest, then you are not going to give this any credence.  That is certainly your prerogative. But there is enough evidence for me to keep a watchful eye on the heavens and to be cognizant of what day it is.  Might it not be wise for you to at least consider what the centuries have disclosed?
 
For more information about the Blood Moons, click here.  If you would like to know about Jonathan Cahn's warning to America, please click here: http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/more-signs-in-sky-point-to-coming-collapse/ 
 
Luke 21:36   "Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen..."
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Daily Jot: Israel elections--Speculative or prophetic? - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
I never have been a fan of speculative journalism--that is coming of with a scenario and discussing it as if it were fact. In journalism, we are supposed to write about the facts. Problem is these days, that there is so much deception that it is difficult to get to the facts. Now prophecy is another animal altogether. Prophecy is the facts yet to come and the events surrounding what will bring them about as they play out. The current situation in Israel is a prophetic one. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has held the line on negotiating with terrorists and has been strong on the protection of Israel. He has been like a candle in the wind of nonsensical liberal dogma seeking to destroy Israel.
 
Netanyahu is in the way. The occupant of the Oval Office and other leaders around the world that are trying to guide into existence an end time caliphate against Israel need a weak, leftist minded, Islamist Marxist-trusting leader at the helm in Israel. They need someone who will give in to having a hostile terrorist state cutting across the midsection of Israel. They need Iran to have nuclear power. They need the Islamic State to advance. They need to topple Bashar Assad's Syrian government. They need to topple any stable government that stands in the way of the Islamic State and Iran's upcoming Persian-Assyrian empire. They need it, not because they believe in prophecy playing out, but because they hate Israel. 
 
I do not want to give the impression that I favor the US "president" or the Islamic State because they are advancing prophecy. Those who know me and read my posts know that I renounce and deplore all they stand for. But I do see them as tools of the dark side in advancing end time prophecy. It is just that we as a people, as Christians and Americans, should not have leaders that favor satan and his move toward the Beast government of the end times--no matter how much we want Jesus Christ to return. It does not bode well for us. As the prophet Zechariah writes in 12:3, "And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces."
 
The Lord also says in Zechariah 12:9, "And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem." The US "president" has done all within his power to bring about that day where the enemies of Israel come against Jerusalem--he has destabilized the Middle East, helped birth the Islamic State, empowered the Muslim Brotherhood, and has campaigned against Netanyahu. He has taken America on a fast track to the prophetic dark side, a journey that is sure to have prophetic ramifications for each of us. We are to: never become weary in doing good; to overcome evil with good; to let our light so shine before men that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven. This does not mean hastening prophecy by allowing evil to advance. Making disciples is a more acceptable path.
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Daily Devotion: What Makes a Person Wise - Greg Laurie -www.harvest.org 
 
 
The decrees of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. -Psalm 19:7
 
As we look at all of the so-called government solutions that are supposed to improve our way of life in America, we see that they really haven't done so at all. That is because changing a person's environment does not change a person's heart.
 
The Bible doesn't teach that man is basically good, yet he does bad things because of bad influences. Rather, it teaches that man is basically sinful, and he is born sinful. He is not a sinner because he sins; he sins because he is a sinner. Sin comes naturally to all of us. The Bible tells us that. And it also tells us that human beings are capable of very evil things.
 
Those who believe that we can bring about a utopia on Earth through manmade solutions must be very disappointed by now. Because in spite of all our advances in technology, we still can't change the human heart.
 
Yet Psalm 19:7 tells us, "The instructions of the LORD are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple." The Word of God gives us incredible wisdom.
 
A number of years ago someone asked me, "Well, Greg, what do you do when you come to a verse in the Bible that you don't agree with?"
 
I said, "Change your opinion, because you are wrong."
 
I don't think that individual liked my answer all that much. But as Romans 9:20 says, "Who are you, a mere human being, to argue with God? Should the thing that was created say to the one who created it, 'Why have you made me like this?' "
 
The Word of God transforms us and makes us wise. And if you don't agree with the Bible, then change your opinion-because the Bible is always right.
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FROM THE HEART
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/49.jpg]  
IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Chronicles of Life and Death - Pete Garcia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=8010 
 
 
''God pours life into death and death into life without a drop being spilled.''  ~Author Unknown
 
Nobody likes to think of the day when his or her life will come to an end.  Our mortality is as inevitable as it is foreboding, so most people prefer to spend their days not thinking about it.  But death comes for us all, and in the end, acts as that great equalizer for all of mankind.  The rich, the poor, the great and small, famous and anonymous all have yet to escape deaths' surly grip.  In fact, the Bible speaks of only two men who have passed into the beyond without ever tasting death, that being Enoch and Elijah.
 
Man is mortal and the fear of losing our mortality has weighed heavily on man's consciousness since the days of Adam and Eve.  This fear has served as a powerful motivator for mankind to leave something behind for others to remember them by, some semblance of immortality if you will.  The idea being that after they're gone, the effects of them will still reverberate throughout the future generations.  I thought about this today as I was driving around the military base and saw a name above the gym of a Soldier who had died in the war.  The military does this frequently, as a token of paying respects to the fallen.  There are streets, buildings, libraries, and ships named after the famous when they die.  It is a simple gesture of man's desire to live on in perpetuity...even if by name only.
 
The Past
 
In former times, the pharaoh's and kings had grand monuments erected as symbols of their stature and power.  The Pyramids, Sphinx, Ziggurats, Hanging Gardens, Taj Mahal, and even Stonehenge were left as monuments for future generations to serve as prideful reminders of their former greatness.  Man's mortality has served as a great catalyst for men who desire to achieve immortality.  If man had eaten from the Tree of Life in our fallen state, I doubt that we would have progressed as a human race, nor would we find so many of these grand structures around because man would not need them.  So man leaves behind a legacy, and it is in this legacy that they think they can be immortalized.
 
It reminds me of how the Nobel Prize came into being.  Having been erroneously thought to have died in an explosion, a French newspaper prematurely published an obituary of Alfred Nobel, attributing his life to that of profiteering off of war and death by creating dynamite.  This of course, deeply affected Alfred and he did not want to be remembered as such.  In an effort to redeem his name, he set aside a bulk of his estate to establish the Nobel Prizes to honor men and women for outstanding achievements in physics, chemistry, medicine and literature, and for working toward peace.
 
Of course, the natural world and all it's trappings has a very skewed and pessimistic view of death.  To them, death is curtains.  Lights out. The end.  But to Christians, at least those of us who are not in love with this world see death as only the beginning of the real world, the eternal world in which we'd been anticipating lo these many years.
 
Remember Me
 
One of my most favorite passages in the Bible is that of the repentant criminal who hung next to Jesus.  A guilty criminal, deserving and receiving his just-desserts of the law, hung next to the ONLY innocent man who ever lived.  The criminal knew he was guilty, and chastised his fellow criminal, who hung crucified opposite of Christ, for joining the mocking crowds in saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" The remorseful criminal looked to Jesus and said...
 
"Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom."  And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."  Luke 23:42-43 (NASB)
 
I can't even imagine what it must have been like to hang there next to Jesus of Nazareth in sheer agony and open shame before the jeering crowds.  Those mocking Christ saw Him as a failure, a fraud, a hoaxer who made grandiose claims of tearing the temple down and rebuilding it in three days.  Only a handful of His followers faithfully stayed to watch their Messiah hang naked, bloodied, and humiliated that day.  But the repentant thief during this process had a change of heart.  At some point, he realized that the Man in the center was not like them because He truly was innocent.
 
I imagine that in hearing those words from Jesus, the world began to fade away for him as he began to cling to that promise of the One called the "King of the Jews".  I bet he was at peace with his fate upon hearing those words and at peace with that which would immediately transpire upon the closing moments of his life.  Those of us who have placed our faith in Christ are the repentant criminals hanging next to Christ, when we realize our own inability to save ourselves.  Our soul cries out to GOD "Remember me!" and we, as that repentant criminal must have heard, those same comforting words from Our Lord...that of personal and eternal redemption.  Anyone who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ has heard them.  So death no longer becomes the end but rather, as the Apostle Paul states, a new glorious beginning...because 'to be absent from the body, is to be present with the Lord' (2 Cor 5:8).
 
In our tri-natured state of being (Body/Soul/Spirit) we are reconciled to God instantly and we become at peace with Him, no longer subjects of God's wrath, but of God's infinite love.  We may not be able to put our fingers on it exactly, but the reality of it makes our spirit at peace with God, as He deposits the Holy Spirit into us as a guarantee of redemption.
 
The power of Christianity is tied to the Gospel, whose message is of the victory wrought at the Cross of Calvary.  It is the pivotal point in history where Jesus, as our Kinsman Redeemer redeemed the repentant man from eternal damnation in hell.  Christ's death, burial, and resurrection is central to the sole reason we can have hope in this world, and with great expectancy, the world to come.  Without the Cross-, our hope can only be tied to the things we leave behind.  With the Cross-, our hope is not tied to our own vain existence, but in what we expect to come once we cross from life into death through Jesus Christ.
 
The Mystery
 
There is coming a generation who will not see death.  Our God revels in doing the insanely miraculous (because only He can), and will provide the world a demonstration of His power over death and the grave by sending His Son to come back for the redeemed Bride, those believers who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ.  The Rapture of the Church is not a man-made doctrine, nor is it even a new doctrine, but one Christ Himself said would transpire.
 
In God's foreknowledge, He knew that man would sin and that through sin, death would enter the world.  God knew that the only way He could redeem man, was to send Himself as a man to pay the ultimate sacrifice because man could never achieve salvation in his fallen state as we could never measure up to God's ultimate standard of Righteousness.  God knew those people who would believe before time began, before the world came into being, or before the hosts of heaven were even created.  And in that foreknowledge, He also knew that He would exempt one generation from ever seeing death, so that He might be glorified. 
 
To the Apostle John...
 
...He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. (Revelation 1:17-18)
 
Those who reject the doctrine of the Rapture, forget Who holds the keys of death and Hades.  They forget Who controls the power over death and the grave.  They forget that Paul begins his chapter on the power of the resurrection with the Gospel:
 
Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Corinthians 15:1-5)
 
And ends this powerful chapter with the Rapture of the Church...
 
"Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."  (1 Corinthians 15:51-57)
 
The world builds memorials to keep alive the memory of those who came before us.  They build their monuments hoping that it will stand as a testament to man's greatness, not realizing they're just castles in the sand.  We work toward what is to come, which is imperishable, eternal, and far more glorious than anything this world can contain.  The Christian may fear how he or she meets death, but does not fear the other side of death's dark curtain.  And to one generation, death will flee from us just as the darkness flees the rising of the morning sun.
 
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord." (1 Corinthians 15:58)
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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