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	1/11/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Netanyahu to French, European Jews: Israel is your home 
Netanyahu, Lieberman, Bennett all headed to Paris for solidarity rally
World leaders to attend massive 'unity rally' in France
US officials had warned France over security for its Jews 
UK Jewish community warned to be vigilant 
French Jewish terror victims may be buried in Israel 
Abbas to attend massive Paris anti-terror rally
German anti-Islamic rallies may grow on terror fears after Paris attacks
Arson attack against German paper that reprints Charlie Hebdo cartoons 
Source: Terror cells activated in France 
Paris attack rallies Islamic extremists, may boost support
French Prime Minister Declares 'War' on Radical Islam as Paris Girds for Rally
French President Says Paris Attacks has Nothing to do with Islam
Violence fuels debate among Muslims over interpreting faith
Bloody Rivals: Paris attack helps Al Qaeda outshine ISIS
Report: Double suicide attack on Lebanese cafe kills 7 
Syria's al-Qaida wing allegedly claims Lebanon attack 
Ex-Pakistan Taliban members join IS group, behead man
Explosives strapped to girl kill 20 people at Nigerian market
Nigeria's Jonathan claims assassination plot as 'up to 2,000' feared killed in deadly Boko Haram attack
US slams North Korea offer on nuclear tests as 'implicit threat'
Gorbachev Issues New Warning of Nuclear War Over Ukraine
No Ukraine summit without progress on peace plan, Merkel tells Putin
Oil Price Blowback: Is Putin Creating A New World Order?
Iran pledges to help Venezuela to stem oil price fall 
5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Mabayo, Philippines 
5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Calama, Chile 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Taron, Papua New Guinea 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Firuzabad, Iran 
4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland 
4.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Akureyri, Iceland 
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 25,000ft
Shiveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 15,000ft
Contaminated equipment behind Cambodia village HIV outbreak
Dublin priest says he is gay during Mass - receives standing ovation
5 Million Join Philippines Jesus Parade Ahead of Pope's Visit; Two Dead, 1,000 Hurt Trying to Touch Statue of Jesus
China sees worst persecution of Christians in years
1/10/15


Al-Qaeda in Yemen claims directing Paris attacks as 'revenge'

French security forces kill gunmen, end terror rampage

4 dead at Paris kosher market after raid; one hostage taker on the run, Hebdo gunman killed 

Kosher supermarket attacker claimed IS bonds; wanted to target Jews and defend Palestine

Kouachi brothers had a massive weapons arsenal and set booby traps 

Hezbollah chief Nasrallah says terrorists damage Islam more than cartoons 

Al Qaeda turncoat who helped US nail Al-Awlaki warns of more sleeper cells

Two brothers arrested on terrorism charges in Canada

US warns of global 'terror' threat after French attacks

US urges citizens abroad to maintain vigilance following recent attacks 

WH: America Needs to 'Redouble' Effort to Explain True 'Tenets' of Islam

6 Times The Obama Administration Said Its Job Was to Promote Islam

German Muslims denounce Paris attack as 'abuse of the religion of peace'

Report: Hacker group anonymous 'declares war' on al Qaeda, Islamic State

Algerian Islamists call to 'strike Jews' in celebration of Paris attack 

Iran's Rouhani likens Paris terrorist attacks with Israel's policies toward Palestinians 

French Jewish groups call for massive attendance at 'Charlie Hebdo' remembrance rally 

Landmark Paris synagogue closes on Shabbat for first time since World War II 

Pro-Israel rally cancelled in Amsterdam over security concerns 

MK: Israel Should be Prepared to Absorb French Jews

With talks on ice, Palestinians' Mahmoud Abbas declares diplomatic war on Israel

Senate warns "strong response" prepared to Palestinian ICC action 

Abbas Decrees: Life Imprisonment for Selling Land to Jews

IDF prepares for sea attack by Hezbollah in the north of Israel

Report: Syria's Assad building facility for the production of nuclear weapons 

IS forced to defend supply lines in Iraq: US

Boko Haram Kills 'Too Many to Count' in Nigeria

Witness says Saudi blogger convicted of insulting Islam has been publicly flogged 50 times

Ukraine crisis: Rebels 'intensify Donetsk and Luhansk attacks'

Nordic countries point the way to cashless societies

Venezuela supermarket lines swell as shoppers scramble to buy basics

Record 92,898,000 Americans Not In The Workforce

6 reasons the math on Obama's college plan doesn't add up

Gov. Perry: Falling oil prices 'painful' for parts of Texas

People 'horrified' by self-driving cars, says survey, as trials begin

Bow-WOW! 'Smart collar' for dogs beams video to owners' phones

Virtual reality enters a new dimension

Mysterious booms rattle homes, scare livestock in Oklahoma 

Earthquakes increasing across North America

5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Chagos Archipelago region 

5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Sinabang, Indonesia 

5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Arzak, China

5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Hihifo, Tonga

Hunga Tonga volcano near Tonga erupts to 20,000ft

Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 19,000ft

Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 13,000ft

Earthquakes, Blizzards, Volcanic Activity All Hit Russia's Far East on One Day

Rare Snow Falls in Jacksonville, Florida During Thursday Cold Snap!

Hurricane-force gusts cause disruption to power and travel

South Australia faces heavy rain after bushfire

Western Drought Tops the List of 2014 Billion-Dollar Disasters in US

'Fears of man-made global warming exaggerated'

The Future of Medicine Is in Your Smartphone

In Africa, a Decline in New Ebola Cases Complicates Vaccine Development

Travelers under Ebola quarantine in Amarillo

NYC Health Officials Investigating Spike In Legionnaires' Disease Cases

26 children have died from flu as outbreak widens

Voodoo priests, doctors on frontline of Haiti's mental healthcare

Scientists Seek Religious Experience -- in the Brain 

NC City Forced to Remove 'Christian' Praying Soldier Veterans' Memorial; Unable to Pay $2 Million to Battle Secular Group

Supreme court delays decision on same-sex marriage bans

Gay Marriage Takes Center Stage in Israeli Election Campaign
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Netanyahu to French, European Jews after Paris attacks: Israel is your home
1. Assad's Secret: Evidence Points to Syrian Push for Nuclear Weapons
1. Britain's MI5 chief warns al Qaeda in Syria planning mass attacks on West
1. Watchmen Warning: Why Is Islam Confusing The West?
1. Nordic countries point the way to cashless societies
1. The real Jesus
1. Featured Article: What Does The Bible Say? The Resurrection   
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Netanyahu to French, European Jews after Paris attacks: Israel is your home - http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Netanyahu-to-French-European-Jews-after-Paris-attacks-Israel-is-your-home-387309
 
 
The Paris attacks could be start of a new wave of world wide terrorism Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned on Saturday night as he promised French Jews they had a home in Israel.
 
He spoke to the media as he prepared to fly to Paris Sunday to join world leaders in a mass solidarity vigil to mourn 17 terror victims killed in France last week, including four French Jews that died on Friday during an attack on a kosher supermarket in the country's capital.
 
"These attacks in Paris are the continuation of extremist Islam's war against our free civilization, in the West, in the entire modern world and also in the moderate Arab states," Netanyahu said.
 
"But if we ignore the true root of the problem, if we ignore the fact that extremist Islamic terrorism seeks to exterminate Western civilization as a whole, including the Jewish People, if we ignore this - what we are now seeing in Paris will be only the beginning. These are not frightening words or prophecies of rage, this is the simple reality and the time has come to recognize it," Netanyahu said.
 
To the Jews of France he said, "The State of Israel is not just the place to which you turn in prayer. The State of Israel is also your home. This week, a special team of ministers will convene to advance steps to increase immigration from France and other countries in Europe that are suffering from terrible anti-Semitism. "All Jews who want to immigrate to Israel will be welcomed here warmly and with open arms. We will help you in your absorption here in our state that is also your state," Netanyahu said.
 
Netanyahu is among many world leaders heading to Paris. Those who will attend Sunday's solidarity vigil include Germany's Angela Merkel, Britain's David Cameron, Italy's Matteo Renzi, Arab League representatives and some Muslim African leaders as well as Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu.
 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman, Economic Affairs Minister Naftali Bennett and on behalf of the Knesset former Shas chairman Eli Yishai will also attend the vigil to mark the worst assault on France's homeland security for decades.
 
Seventeen victims were killed in France three days of violence that began with an attack on the Charlie Hebdo weekly on Wednesday and ended with Friday's dual sieges at a print works outside Paris and a kosher supermarket in the city.
 
French security forces shot dead the two brothers behind the Hebdo killings after they took refuge in the print works and an associate who had planted explosives at the kosher supermarket in a siege that claimed the lives of four hostages, all of whom were Jewish.
 
The whereabouts of the partner of the Jewish deli attacker, 26-year-old Hayat Boumeddiene, remained unknown. A source familiar with the situation said that Boumeddiene left France last week and traveled to Syria via Turkey.
 
Netanyahu said that he had spoken on Saturday by telephone with Celine Shreki, a hostage in the kosher market in Paris.
 
"She is recovering. She told me about the terrorist's inconceivable cruelty and of the heroism of the young Jewish man who attempted to seize his weapon and shoot him; he was shot by the terrorist and died about 45 minutes later."
 
He expressed his sorrow for the murdered French citizens, journalists and police offices. 
 
"Our brothers and sisters in the French Jewish community, we grieve with you over the terrible loss. I would like to send condolences to the families of Yoav Hattab, Philippe Barham, Johan Cohen and Francois-Michel Saada," Netanyahu said.
 
Immediately after hearing of the supermarket attack on Friday  Netanyahu held a conference call with Liberman, Foreign Ministry Director General Nissim Ben-Shetrit, Mossad Director Tamir Pardo and National Security Adviser Yossi Cohen. After the meeting, Netanyahu instructed that all possible assistance be granted to the French authorities and that security directives be underscored at Israeli missions and Jewish institutions. 
 
On Friday night Netanyahu spoke with French President Francois Hollande and assured him that the "entire people of Israel are with you. Our hearts are with the families of the victims."
 
Netanyahu offered France any Israeli assistance it needed and asked Hollande in turn to heighten security at Jewish institutions.
 
When he spoke with French Prime Minister Manuel Valls said it was important to cut off financing for extremist Islamic terrorist organizations and to take action against incitement in Europe. 
 
"It is also essential to take action against countries that give support, shelter and passage to terrorism," he said.
 
Netanyahu also spoke with CRIF President Roger Cukierman and French National Assembly member Meyer Habib.
 
On Saturday night before heading to Paris Netanyahu said of the attacks, "This is a wave of terrorism that is spreading a global net of hatred, fanaticism and murder. After establishing its bases in the Middle East, terrorism is now sending its arms throughout the world. If the world does not take action quickly, we will find this terrorism gaining momentum and increasingly striking at other centers of the free world and in other places.
 
If the world does not take action quickly, we will find this terrorism gaining momentum and increasingly striking at other centers of the free world and in other places."
 
Opposition leader Isaac Herzog, who will not fly to France, said "every terrorist around the world must know that whoever harms a Jew due to his religion, Israel will demand his head."
 
Yesh Atid chairman Yair Lapid said the events in France broke his heart. He said the Europeans were realizing that terror must be handled with determination and without compromising.
 
Shas leader Arye Deri called on French Jews to make aliyah. He said they would be received in Israel with love.
 
Liberman also urged French Jews to immigrate. "I have no doubt that the best security is aliya to Israel," he told Channel 2.
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Assad's Secret: Evidence Points to Syrian Push for Nuclear Weapons - By Erich Follath - http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/evidence-points-to-syria-still-working-on-a-nuclear-weapon-a-1012209.html
 
 
At 11 p.m. on Sept. 5, 2007, 10 F-15 fighter bombers climbed into the sky from the Israeli military base Ramat David, just south of Haifa. They headed for the Mediterranean Sea, officially for a training mission. A half hour later, three of the planes were ordered to return to base while the others changed course, heading over Turkey toward the Syrian border. There, they eliminated a radar station with electronic jamming signals and, after 18 more minutes, reached the city of Deir al-Zor, located on the banks of the Euphrates River. Their target was a complex of structures known as Kibar, just east of the city. The Israelis fired away, completely destroying the factory using Maverick missiles and 500 kilogram bombs.
 
The pilots returned to base without incident and Operation Orchard was brought to a successful conclusion. In Jerusalem, then-Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and his closest advisors were in a self-congratulatory mood, convinced as they were that Syrian President Bashar al-Assad was seeking to build a nuclear weapon and that Kibar was the almost-completed facility where that construction was to take place. They believed that their dangerous operation had saved the world from immense harm.
 
But they also wanted to prevent the situation from escalating, which is why they didn't even inform the US of their plan prior to the bombing run. Olmert only called Washington once the operation had been completed. Orchard was also to remain secret in Israel so as to avoid anything that smacked of triumphalism. Nor did they want it to become known that North Korean nuclear experts had been spotted in Deir al-Zor helping out with the construction of the reactor. They hoped to provide Assad an opportunity to play down the incident and to abstain from revenge attacks.
 
And that is in fact what happened. Assad complained about the violation of Syrian airspace and the bombing of a "warehouse," but the official version also claimed that the Syrian air force chased away the attackers. The public at the time did not learn what had really taken place.
 
Now, secret information obtained by SPIEGEL indicates that the world is once again being misled by Assad. Syria's dictator has not given up his dream of an atomic weapon and has apparently built a new nuclear facility at a secret location. It is an extremely unsettling piece of news.
 
Suspicious Uranium Particles 
 
Back in 2007, it proved impossible to completely quell rumors about the mysterious building complex in the desert and its possible military purpose. In contrast to Israel and Pakistan, Syria is a signatory to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and is thus committed to using nuclear power only for peaceful purposes. And the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna demanded access to the site. In June 2008, Assad finally gave in to the IAEA's pressure and experts under the leadership of Olli Heinonen, a native of Finland, were allowed to inspect the destroyed Kibar facility.
 
It quickly became apparent that Damascus had done everything it could to destroy all traces of what had been going on there. But the atomic detectives from the IAEA were nevertheless able to find suspicious uranium particles -- a discovery that the Syrian government sought to explain away as a potential act of sabotage. Though the IAEA noted that its investigation did not turn up definitive proof, the organization requested access to three other facilities due to ongoing suspicions. The IAEA suspected that the trio of nuclear sites may be connected to Kibar, particularly the suspected enrichment facility Marj as-Sultan, located 15 kilometers north of Damascus. The Syrians refused, angered by what they called "unfounded defamation."
 
A clear picture of the background of the Israeli operation and the details of the commando raid was only made possible by a precise reconstruction by SPIEGEL in 2009, assembled following interviews with political leaders, nuclear experts and secret service experts. Assad, to be sure, denied having nuclear ambitions in a 2009 interview with SPIEGEL, saying: "We want a nuclear-free Middle East, Israel included." But the IAEA investigation report in May 2011 and a story in the New Yorker in 2012 made it clear even to skeptics that Syria had been playing with fire. "The Agency concludes that the destroyed building was very likely a nuclear reactor," the IAEA report notes with uncharacteristic clarity.
 
Afterward, all activity ceased at the destroyed site, as shown by regularly analyzed satellite images of the area. But did that mean that the Israeli attack really brought an end to all Syrian plans for the development of a bomb?
 
Continued Pursuit of the Bomb 
 
The factory had been on the verge of completion and many observers believed at the time that there could be a secret cache of fuel, at least enough for a year, standing by. According to IAEA research, Syria possesses up to 50 tons of natural uranium, enough material for three to five bombs once the enrichment procedure is completed.
 
The Institute for Science and International Security in Washington D.C. likewise has strong indications for the existence of such stockpiles and expressed its concern in September 2013. "This large stock of natural uranium metal poses nuclear proliferation risks," the institute wrote. "It could be obtained by organizations such as Hezbollah or al-Qaida or undeclared nuclear programs of states such as Iran."
 
According to findings of Western intelligence agencies, however, the situation is much more explosive than previously assumed. Based on documents that SPIEGEL has in its possession, the agencies are convinced that Assad is continuing in his efforts to build the bomb.
 
Analysts say that the Syrian atomic weapon program has continued in a secret, underground location. According to information they have obtained, approximately 8,000 fuel rods are stored there. Furthermore, a new reactor or an enrichment facility has very likely been built at the site -- a development of incalculable geopolitical consequences.
 
Some of the uranium was apparently hidden for an extended period at Marj as-Sultan near Damascus, a site that the IAEA likewise views with suspicion. Satellite images from December 2012 and February 2013 show suspicious activity at Marj as-Sultan. The facility, located not far from a Syrian army base, had become the focal point of heavy fighting with rebels. Government troops had to quickly move everything of value. They did so, as intelligence officials have been able to reconstruct, with the help of Hezbollah, the radical Shiite "Party of God" based in Lebanon. The well-armed militia, which is largely financed by Iran, is fighting alongside Assad's troops.
 
Intercepted Conversations 
 
Intelligence agency findings indicate that the material was moved to a well-hidden underground location just west of the city of Qusayr, not even two kilometers from the border with Lebanon. They managed the move just in time. Marj as-Sultan ultimately did fall to the rebels, but has since been retaken by government troops.
 
Since then, experts have been keeping a close eye on the site outside of Qusayr, one which they had largely ignored before, believing it to be a conventional Hezbollah weapons depot. Analysts compared earlier satellite images and carefully noted even the slightest of changes. Soon, it became clear to them that they had happened upon an extremely disconcerting discovery.
 
According to intelligence agency analysis, construction of the facility began back in 2009. The work, their findings suggest, was disguised from the very beginning, with excavated sand being disposed of at various sites, apparently to make it more difficult for observers from above to tell how deeply they were digging. Furthermore, the entrances to the facility were guarded by the military, which turned out to be a necessary precaution. In the spring of 2013, the region around Qusayr saw heavy fighting. But the area surrounding the project in the mines was held, despite heavy losses suffered by elite Hezbollah units stationed there.
 
The most recent satellite images show six structures: a guard house and five sheds, three of which conceal entrances to the facility below. The site also has special access to the power grid, connected to the nearby city of Blosah. A particularly suspicious detail is the deep well which connects the facility with Zaita Lake, four kilometers away. Such a connection is unnecessary for a conventional weapons cache, but it is essential for a nuclear facility.
 
But the clearest proof that it is a nuclear facility comes from radio traffic recently intercepted by a network of spies. A voice identified as belonging to a high-ranking Hezbollah functionary can be heard referring to the "atomic factory" and mentions Qusayr. The Hezbollah man is clearly familiar with the site. And he frequently provides telephone updates to a particularly important man: Ibrahim Othman, the head of the Syrian Atomic Energy Commission. 
 
The Hezbollah functionary mostly uses a codename for the facility: "Zamzam," a word that almost all Muslims know. According to tradition, Zamzam is the well God created in the desert for Abraham's wife and their son Ishmael. The well can be found in Mecca and is one of the sites visited by pilgrims making the Hajj. Those who don't revere Zamzam are not considered to be true Muslims.
 
North Korean Expert in Syria? 
 
Work performed at the site by members of Iran's Revolutionary Guard is also mentioned in the intercepted conversations. The Revolutionary Guard is a paramilitary organization under the direct control of Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. It controls a large part of the Iranian economy and also plays a significant role in Iran's own nuclear activities. Not all of its missions abroad are cleared with the government of moderate President Hassan Rohani. The Revolutionary Guard is a state within a state.
 
Experts are also convinced that North Korea is involved in Zamzam as well. Already during the construction of the Kibar facility, Ibrahim Othman worked closely together with Chou Ji Bu, an engineer who built the nuclear reactor Yongbyon in North Korea.
 
Chou was long thought to have disappeared. Some thought that he had fallen victim to a purge back home. Now, though, Western intelligence experts believe that he went underground in Damascus. According to the theory, Othman never lost contact with his shady acquaintance. And experts believe that the new nuclear facility could never have been built without North Korean know-how. The workmanship exhibited by the fuel rods likewise hints at North Korean involvement.
 
What approach will now be taken to Zamzam? How will the West, Assad and Syria's neighbors react to the revelations?
 
The discovery of the presumed nuclear facility will not likely be welcomed by any of the political actors. It is an embarrassment for everybody. For Syria and North Korea, both of which have periodically sought to shed their images as international pariahs. For Hezbollah, which hopes to emerge as Lebanon's strongest political power.
 
A New Assessment 
 
But the new development also comes at an uncomfortable time for the US government. Despite all official denials, Washington is currently operating in the region more-or-less in concert with Assad in the fight against the Islamist terrorist militia Islamic State. Furthermore, following the well-monitored and largely efficient destruction of Syrian chemical weapons, the US, Britain and France all believed that Assad's ability to wage unconventional warfare had been eliminated. The possible development of a Syrian atomic weapon, should it be confirmed, would necessarily lead to a new assessment of the situation.
 
The discovery presents a particularly difficult dilemma to Israel. The country has, to be sure, continued to bomb Hezbollah supply lines, but it apparently knew nothing of a possible new nuclear facility. Israeli leaders would be faced with the impossible decision between ignoring Zamzam or undertaking an extremely risky attack against a facility built deep underground. In contrast to 2007, bunker buster bombs would be required, with unforeseeable consequences for the environment. It would be an irresponsible decision, but one which Israeli hardliners could ultimately make.
 
 The international monitors in Vienna also don't look good, with IAEA boss Yukiya Amano having been deceived by Assad. In September 2014, the Japanese national urged "Syria to cooperate fully with the agency in connection with all unresolved issues." He hasn't yet received a reply. A sanction of last resort would be that of expelling Syria from the IAEA, an unlikely step given that Moscow continues to protect Assad, in the IAEA as in the United Nations.
 
Islamic State recently invited IAEA inspectors to investigate in areas under their control. The terror organization conquered the area around Deir al-Zor several months ago and offered the IAEA the opportunity to have another look around the Kibar facility. But the Vienna-based organization declined, not wanting to provide Islamic State with any kind of legitimacy.
 
Plus, Deir al-Zor is no longer the focal point. The international experts in Vienna now find themselves confronted with new challenges across the country on the border with Lebanon.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Britain's MI5 chief warns al Qaeda in Syria planning mass attacks on West - By Guy Faulconbridge -
http://news.yahoo.com/britains-mi5-chief-warns-al-qaeda-syria-planning-220625665.html 
 
 
Al Qaeda militants in Syria are plotting attacks to inflict mass casualties in the West, possibly against transport systems or "iconic targets", the head of Britain's MI5 Security Service said on Thursday.
 
Speaking after gunmen killed 12 people in an assault on a French satirical newspaper, MI5 boss Andrew Parker warned a strike on the United Kingdom was highly likely.
 
"A group of core al Qaeda terrorists in Syria is planning mass casualty attacks against the West," Director General Parker said in a rare public speech at MI5 headquarters in London. His last public speech was in October 2013.
 
In the speech, planned before the killings in Paris, Parker said seasoned al Qaeda militants in Syria aimed to "cause large-scale loss of life, often by attacking transport systems or iconic targets" in the West.
 
Al Qaeda killed nearly 3,000 people by attacking the United States with hijacked passenger planes on September 11, 2001. Militants inspired by the group killed 52 commuters in London on July 7, 2005 with suicide bombs.
 
Al Qaeda's leader Osama bin Laden was killed by U.S. special forces in 2011, and the threat posed by the network to the West seemed to recede in recent years.
 
But spies in Europe and the United States have been troubled that al Qaeda militants from Pakistan have appeared in wartorn Syria, in what some intelligence analysts say could be part of a plot to mount a major attack against the West.
 
Thursday's stark warning from one of the West's most influential spymasters mirrors a growing concern among Western political leaders and their Arab allies about the threat from the cauldron of militant groups in Syria and Iraq.
 
"DARK PLACES"
 
Parker said around 600 British extremists had traveled to Syria, many joining the militant group which calls itself "Islamic State" and has taken control of swathes of Iraq and Syria.
 
The group, an offshoot of al Qaeda, has beheaded two U.S. journalists and an American and two British aid workers in an effort to put pressure on a U.S.-led international coalition bombing its fighters in Syria.
 
Islamic State militants in Syria were plotting attacks on Britain and making sophisticated use of social media to incite British nationals to carry out violence, Parker said.
 
MI5, established in 1909 to counter German espionage ahead of World War One, had stopped three potentially deadly "terrorist plots" against the United Kingdom in recent months, he said.
 
"We face a very serious level of threat that is complex to combat and unlikely to abate significantly for some time," said Parker, who has argued strongly for more surveillance powers to spy on militant communications on the Internet.
 
He said that the security services needed to have access to such communications.
 
"My sharpest concern as Director General of MI5 is the growing gap between the increasingly challenging threat and the decreasing availability of capabilities to address it," he said.
 
Twitter and Facebook are so important to militants that technology giants should give security services greater access to their networks, the head of Britain's GCHQ eavesdropping agency said last year.
 
"The dark places from where those who wish us harm can plot and plan are increasing," Parker said. "We need to be able to access communications and obtain relevant data on those people when we have good reason."
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Watchmen Warning: Why Is Islam Confusing The West? - Hal Lindsey - http://www.hallindsey.com/watchman-warning-1112015/ 
 
 
All Western Cultures, including America, are greatly confused as to what to think about the Muslim religion. American political leaders have constantly told us that Islam is a "religion of peace." Presidents Bush one and two, President Clinton, and especially President Barak Obama all repeat this slogan like a 'mantra' of indisputable truth. Yet Islam's own foundational books and its history show conclusively that this is not true. The problem is based in a contradiction within the very foundation of Islam.
 
There are Muslims who believe that Islam is a peaceful religion and they prove it from verses in Islam's two most holy and foundational books - the Koran and Hadith.
 
Yet in the history of Islam's origins, the first four successors of Mohammad known as the "Divinely Guided Ones," who personally knew and studied under Mohammad, were anything but peaceful. Inspired by verses from the Koran and the sayings of Mohammad later gathered into the Hadith, they exploded off the Arabian Peninsula and started a conquest that inside of 100 years conquered peoples and lands from the Atlantic into the Pacific. So what did the 'Divinely Guided Ones' see in the Koran and Hadith that the "peaceful" Muslims of today do not? Listen carefully, because the answer to this question will help you understand the paradox of trying to deal with Muslims. 
 
In the early days of Mohammad in Mecca, he was only accepted by a few as Allah's Prophet. So he had few followers and no army to protect him and enforce his teachings. He finally fled to Medina where he flourished and won many converts in just a few years. From these converts of Medina, he built a powerful army. Now we have to integrate these conditions with the "revelations" that Mohammad received in each situation. During the early days in Mecca, his "revelations" were primarily about peace, kindness and justice. 
 
These have come to be known as the early Meccan verses of the Koran. During Mohammad's days in Medina, his "revelations" became increasingly aggressive, violent and conquest oriented as his followers grew into an army. After he broke a covenant with Mecca, invaded and conquered them, his "revelations" called for spreading Islam and converting people by the sword. 
 
At least 109 of those "later Meccan verses" are now known as the war verses. Since every verse of the Koran is held to be absolutely infallible and binding upon the faithful, it presents a real problem. The "war verses" not only over-ride the peaceful verses of the early Meccan "revelations," they contradict them. I am going to quote from some of those verses and let you see for yourself what they clearly say. But I strongly recommend that you go to the Religion of Peace Website.
 
*Koran (4:76) "Let those fight in the way of Allah who sell the life of this world for the other. Whoso fighteth in the way of Allah, be he slain or be he victorious, on him we shall bestow a vast reward." The martyrs of Islam are unlike the early Christians who were led meekly to the slaughter. These Muslims are killed in battle, as they attempt to inflict death and destruction for the cause of Allah. 
 
*Here is the theological basis for today's suicide bombers. Koran (4:89) "They who believe fight in the cause of Allah ..." This is an absolute, easy to understand statement from Allah. If you believe, you will fight in the cause of Allah. If you do not fight, you really don't believe in Islam. Fight is "Jihad" and means physical conquest.
 
*Koran (8:12) "I will cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve. Therefore strike off their heads and strike off every fingertip of them." Here Jihad is not just to bring the conquered into submission, but also to strike terror into the hearts of those who would resist by the use of savagery. Thus acts of Terror for the spread of Islam to the Infidel are commanded in the Koran. So we should not be surprised with the savage, senseless killing of women, children and the helpless by Muslim suicide-martyrs in the cause of "Allah Akbar".
 
*Koran (9:5) "So when the sacred months have passed away, then slay the idolaters wherever you find them, and take them captives and besiege them and lie in wait for them in every ambush, then if they repent and keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate, leave their way free to them." The literal truth of this is that converts are to be won by war and the sword. All idolaters, such as Jews and Christians, are to be slain. However, if they repent, which means to forsake their religion and convert to Islam, they are to be spared. They are to be commanded to continue in daily prayers and pay the poor tax (zakat), which are two of the Pillars of being a Muslim.
 
What a contrast, Christians are to proclaim and plead with people to receive the gift of pardon the Lord Jesus Christ died in their place to purchase for them. Muslims are commanded to bring the world into submission to Allah at the point of a sword. As the Bible says, "Herein in love. Not that we loved God, but that He first loved us and gave His Son as the payment for our sins." (1 John 4:10)
 
*Koran (9:29) "Fight those who believe NOT in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if they are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued."  The Koran refers to the Jews and Christians as "people of the Book" or Bible. They believe we have rewritten it and filled it with lies. We are to therefore to be brought into submission by force until we feel the domination of Islam over us.
 
*Koran (61:4) "Surely Allah loves those who fight in His way." 
 
Well, so much for the Religion of Peace. The Koran and Hadith teach in other verses that those who fight in the cause of spreading submission to Allah will have the greatest rewards in heaven. And the Martyrs will have the highest place of all with 72 virgins to fulfill their wildest sexual fantasies.
 
Now the main point is this. Not all Muslims have become devout enough to believe and act upon "these war verses." But when a Muslim like Major Hasan becomes devout and truly believes these war verses from Mohammad's latter Meccan "revelations", he ceases being a peaceful Muslim and becomes a martyr in the cause of bringing "infidels" into submission to Allah by an act of terror.
 
Young frustrated Muslim men can potentially be latent time bombs. So to treat this clear and apparent danger with misguided "political correctness" is suicidal as a nation. France just suffered a terrible lesson in this.
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Nordic countries point the way to cashless societies - By Rebecka Roos and Alister Doyle - http://news.yahoo.com/nordic-countries-point-way-cashless-societies-143338597--sector.html
 
 
Nordic countries are leading a shift by rich nations towards cashless societies, providing a test case for whether the lower cost and convenience of using cards and smartphones for payments outweigh the risks of fraud and some people being left behind.
 
Helped by wide use of computers even among the elderly, broad trust in the state and big business and only small black economies, people in Sweden and neighboring countries are fast embracing cards, the Internet and apps for financial transactions, and forsaking notes and coins.
 
"We are headed more and more for a cashless society," said Jan Digranes, a director at Finance Norway, which represents banks and other financial institutions.
 
Sweden, home of music streaming firm Spotify and the Candy Crush mobile phone game, ranks top in the European Union for card payments, with 230 transactions per inhabitant in 2012, just above Denmark and Finland and well ahead of Britain on 167, Germany 39 and Italy 28, according to the European Central Bank. 
 
Non-EU members Norway and Iceland are also among top users of cards worldwide, their central banks say.
 
For banks and businesses, the big benefit is lower costs. 
 
A report by the Norwegian central bank last month said the total cost of each cash transaction -- including handling notes and coins in banks -- was estimated at 7.1 crowns ($0.92) against only 4.1 crowns per card transaction.
 
For consumers, abandoning cash is often about convenience, though some are worried the poor, elderly and disabled can lack access to technology and credit, or just prefer notes and coins. 
 
Swedes often make the smallest purchases, such as for chewing gum, with a credit card and can use the Swedish banks' jointly-developed smartphone app Swish to repay a small debt to a friend. Another app allow drinkers to buy beers in a bar without queuing.
 
    In the Stockholm subway, it is impossible to buy a ticket with cash, while some unemployed people selling street magazines now also accept electronic payments.
 
    Mike Shabwan, selling flowers on a Stockholm square, said sales had risen by 10 percent since he started use the Swedish service iZettle in his smartphone to accept card payments.
 
    "And it is also cheaper and easier for me because the money comes directly into the bank," he said.
 
MOBILEPAY
 
In Denmark, "MobilePay" -- an app launched by Danske Bank to allow payments via a smartphone -- was judged by public radio as the best new word of the year for 2014. It now has 1.8 million users in a nation of 5.6 million people.
 
But Jarl Dahlfors, chief executive of cash handling firm Loomis, says the cashless trend may have gone too far for "unbanked people" such as many elderly.
 
And "do we really want everything we buy to be registered?" he asked, touching on the loss of privacy involved in switching from cash purchases to card and online payments. 
 
Then there are the risks of electronic fraud.
 
According to Swedish Justice Ministry data, electronic fraud has doubled in the country in the past decade to about 140,000 cases in 2013. The boom is partly because a successful Internet-based computer scam can quickly generate thousands of cases.
 
To limit risks with MobilePay, Danske Bank advises clients to keep their phones locked when not in use and guard them as they would a credit card or cash.
 
In Norway, Mastercard is experimenting with a fingerprint identification system developed by Norway's Zwipe, embedded into credit cards, hoping to make them more secure.
 
Anna Eriksson, spokeswoman of the Swedish Association of Senior Citizens, said elderly people need guarantees that cash can be used freely everywhere. 
 
"Maybe we need incentives for older people to get an iPad to learn what's positive about paying bills through a computer," she said. 
 
Still, there are silver linings, even in the rise of electronic fraud. Bank robberies -- which can involve violence -- fell in Sweden to a record low of five in 2012 from 16 the year before.
 
The Swedish central bank is far from phasing out cash; it will launch new notes and coins this year. 
 
But it predicts the amount of cash in Sweden will fall by between 20 and 50 percent by 2020 compared with 2012.
 
And as the first generation of Internet users grows older, it seems likely that attachments to notes and coins will fade.
 
"It is an ongoing evolution," said Peter Fredell, CEO of Swedish Seamless, which developed the payment app Seqr that handles around 3 billion transactions in stores, restaurants and e-trade annually.
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The real Jesus - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/01/the-real-jesus-2/?cat_orig=faith 
 
 
Greg Laurie stresses remarkable statement by Simon Peter in Caesarea
 
Have you ever had one of those days when everything was going along beautifully, and then all of a sudden, a crisis hit? It may have caused you to ask, "Why me, God? What did I do to deserve this?"
 
The Bible asks the question, "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" (Romans 11:34 NIV) The answer to that question is I have - on many occasions. I've tried to give God counsel and direction: "Lord, this is the plan here. This is what we need to do. Now, just do it the way I tell you, because I love you and have a wonderful plan for your life." Then God has the audacity to bypass my recommendations and counsel and do it his own way. I'm being sarcastic of course. God knows exactly what he is doing.
 
As I think about my attitude many times, I realize that I'm not alone. I have found my soul mate in the pages of the Scriptures: the outspoken, thoroughly honest Simon Peter. You have to love a guy like this because he was so utterly human. He said what we probably would have said in the same situations. He was impulsive, impetuous, hotheaded, and at the same time, he was very honest, courageous and intelligent. And perhaps he was the most accessible of all the followers of Jesus.
 
I'm so glad Peter's story is in the Bible. I can look at the life of the apostle Paul and admire him, and I can look at John and think he was a great man. But I can look at Peter and say, "There's hope for me." Not only are Peter's great victories recorded, but his defeats, foibles and shortcomings are there for us to see as well. But that doesn't make me think less of him. Instead, it gives me hope that God can work in my life, too.
 
In Matthew 16 we find an important question that Jesus asked of his disciples in a place called Caesarea Philippi. We also find the remarkable answer Peter gave to that question.
 
Up to this point, Peter had been going through a process of transformation. He had watched Jesus perform miracles, even healing Peter's own mother-in-law of a fever. Peter had the incredibly wonderful, faith-building experience of walking on the water with Jesus. So each day, Peter's faith grew, and his understanding grew. And then one day he was brought face-to-face with an inescapable question from Jesus that everyone, at some point in their lives, must answer:
 
"When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, 'Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?'" (Matthew 16:13 NKJV)
 
Where Jesus asked this question of the disciples is important. Caesarea Philippi was strongly identified with various religions, and for many years it had been a center for Baal worship. The Greek god Pan also had shrines in Caesarea Philippi, and Herod the Great had built a temple there to honor Caesar Augustus.
 
But here in the midst of this pagan superstition, against a very dark background, Peter made his confession of who Jesus was: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God" (Matthew 16:16). In this pagan area, Peter made this profession of his belief and faith in Jesus Christ.
 
At this time there was a lot of confusion as to who Jesus really was. It had not yet dawned on most people that Jesus was indeed the long-awaited Messiah of Israel. Some, like King Herod, thought that he was John the Baptist, back from the dead. (Herod's paranoia stemmed from his personal responsibility for John's death.) Others thought Jesus might be Elijah, while others thought he might be Jeremiah.
 
Maybe they saw in Jesus the features of these individuals. Maybe they saw the boldness and fire and character of John the Baptist. Or maybe they saw the miracle power of Elijah. Maybe they saw in Jesus the grief and sorrow like Jeremiah had felt over people. Yet in all of these identities, no one had quite figured it out yet.
 
But Peter, the great fisherman, gained an insight that was missed by the others, including the always-perceptive John. It was Peter who got it. And it really is the work of God when he opens the eyes of a person to see the truth of the gospel. Peter was getting it. His eyes had been opened. And not only that, it was Peter who had the guts to say it publicly in front of the others: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." He had identified Jesus for who he really was: the Son of God, God in human form, the Messiah.
 
Today, more people profess faith in Jesus Christ than probably any other time in American history. Yet people are still confused as to who he is.
 
As we look over the pages of history, it's interesting to hear the statements that have been made about Jesus Christ - including the claim that he was merely a great moral teacher. Responding to that claim, C. S. Lewis wrote, "A man who was really a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic ... or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. ... But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to."
 
Jesus really leaves us with only two choices: either accept him and believe that he is indeed God the Son, or reject him. There are no other options.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: What Does The Bible Say? The Resurrection - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/bible-say-resurrection/ 
 
 
For believers, the resurrection from the dead is perhaps the greatest promise the Bible offers. The idea of eternal life in a state of perpetual bliss goes well beyond amazing for those who read the Scriptures literally.
 
Most of what we know about the resurrection comes from the New Testament. But from reading about it there we can tell it isn't exclusively a New Testament idea. As an example, the Sadducees knew about a resurrection, even though they didn't believe in one (Matt. 22:23).
 
That's because first clear mention of a resurrection appears in the Old Testament book of Job.
 
"I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes-I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!" (Job 19:25-27).
 
Job knew he was a sinner who would die. But he also knew that God would send a redeemer to pay the price for his sins, enabling him to live again, not as some undefined spiritual entity, but as a physical being, a new version of himself. And with his own eyes he would see his redeemer standing on Earth.
 
Isaiah also spoke of a bodily resurrection in which he would participate.
 
"Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like the dew of the morning, and the earth will give birth to the dead" (Isaiah 26:19).
 
Daniel was the first to reveal that there would actually be two types of resurrections, one for believers and one for everyone else.
 
"At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-everyone whose name is found written in the book-will be delivered.  Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt" (Daniel 12:1-2)
 
From our understanding of Matt. 24:21 we know the angel was telling Daniel this would happen after the great tribulation, but he did not tell him the two resurrections would be separated by 1,000 years. We learn that from Revelation 20:4-5. Daniel also disclosed that the resurrection of unbelievers would be a far different experience from the one believers will enjoy.
 
In John 5:28 Jesus confirmed this, saying,
 
"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out-those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.
 
These verses gave birth to the notion of a first and second resurrection, which has been misunderstood by many. There are more than two resurrection events, but there are only two types of resurrections, one type for believers (commonly called the first resurrection) and the other type for unbelievers (commonly called the second resurrection).
 
People who haven't been taught this correctly sometimes have trouble understanding that the first resurrection began with Jesus and the holy people who came out of their tombs at the same time (Matt. 27:52-53), continues with the resurrection/rapture of the Church (1 Thes. 4:16-17), and concludes at the time of the 2nd Coming when Old Testament believers (Daniel 12:2) and Tribulation martyrs will be raised up (Rev. 20:4). The second resurrection, the one for unbelievers, will take place at the end of the Millennium (Rev. 20:5).
 
Of course, the Bible's early references to a resurrection only tell us it was known to the Jewish people. To the Gentiles this was a brand new idea that needed further explanation. Because of that, most of the detail we have about the resurrection comes from Paul who devoted a chapter to answering questions about it. So let's go there and review what he had to say about it.
 
1 Corinthians 15
 
Paul began by reminding his readers how important the Lord's resurrection is to believers. In fact it's so important that our salvation depends on believing in it.
 
"For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures" (1Cor. 15:3-4).
 
And in Romans 10:9 he said if we confess with our mouth "Jesus is Lord" and believe in our heart that God raised Him from the dead we will be saved. This verse made it official. Belief in the Lord's resurrection is a requirement for salvation.
 
In 1 Cor. 15:17 he said if Christ is not raised then our faith is futile and we are still in our sins. That's because when He went to the cross, Jesus took all our sins upon himself and paid for them there. His resurrection is our proof that all our sins are forgiven because if any of them remained on Him, He could not have been raised to sit at the right hand of the Father. He would still be in the grave and we would still be accountable for our unpaid sins.
 
Having established the necessity of believing in the Lord's resurrection, Paul turned to ours. He said since we're all descended from Adam we've all inherited a sin nature that makes us subject to death. But just as death comes to us through Adam, so also the resurrection of the dead comes to us through Christ (1 Cor. 15:20-22). Therefore His resurrection is not only proof that our sins have been forgiven, it's also proof that we who believe will be resurrected to eternal life.
 
A few verses later. Paul posed a hypothetical question about the kind of body resurrected believers will have. Answering his own question, Paul likened the death and resurrection of a believer to the planting and growth of a seed. The seed we put into the ground does not bear any likeness to the plant that will grow from it. God gives it a body as He has determined and to each kind of seed he gives its own body (1 Cor. 15:35-38). An apple seed becomes an apple tree. A kernel of wheat becomes a stalk of wheat. Each specie has its own kind of body.
 
"So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body" (1 Cor. 15:42-44).
 
These verses tell us that like the seed and the plant from which it grows are different, so the earthly body and the resurrection body are different. Notice Paul didn't say, "If there is a physical body there is also a spiritual body" because that would imply that the resurrection body is not tangible, but is an intangible spirit.
 
Paul was speaking about believers here. In saying there is a natural body he was referring to a body designed for Earth. Therefore, a spiritual body is a body designed for Heaven.
 
But in the story of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), Jesus said all the parties in the after life could see each other even though a wide chasm separated them. Lazarus, a believer, was comforted there. But the rich man, an unbeliever, felt agony, experienced thirst, and asked if Lazarus could dip a finger in water and cool his tongue. This meant both had to have a tangible body, but their natural bodies had been buried in the ground. They must have received these bodies after they died. Whether they were their resurrection bodies or whether they were "transitional" in nature remains a mystery, but the passage does show that the dead receive some kind of physical body to replace the earthly one they've discarded, whether they die as believers or not.
 
When Jesus came out of the tomb he had a physical body, but with supernatural abilities. Mary could cling to Him (John 20:17), the disciples could see Him and watch Him eat (Luke 24:36-43). Yet He had suddenly appeared to them within the walls of a locked room (John 20:19). When He ascended to heaven they watched Him go up into the clouds. Later when John saw Him at the Throne of God, He looked to John just like He did after His resurrection (Rev. 5:6). His resurrection body was tangible and physical, yet it had supernatural abilities and was suitable for heaven.
 
Speaking of our resurrection bodies, John said, " Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2).
 
No one in their natural state can inherit the kingdom of God, we all have to be transformed. Just as we've all born the likeness of Adam, we will all bear the likeness of Christ (1 Cor. 15:49-50). So, if you want an idea of what your resurrection body will be like, read what the Bible says about His.
 
For Church Age believers who have died, this transformation will take place at the resurrection of the Church. But suddenly, without any kind of introduction or explanation, Paul revealed there will also be a transformation of living believers, and it will take place at the same time as the resurrection.
 
"Listen," he said, "I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable and we will be changed" (1 Cor. 15:51-52).
 
By saying "I tell you a mystery" Paul indicated he was revealing a secret to them, something that had never been clearly taught before. In connection with the resurrection of Church Age believers who have died, living believers will be instantaneously transformed from mortal to immortal without passing through death, and together with our resurrected brothers and sisters in the Lord we will rise to meet Him in the air for our journey to His Father's house.
 
This combination of resurrection and rapture will take the Church off the earth forever, ending the Age of Grace and clearing the way for the remaining seven years of the Age of Law to be concluded. These seven years will see the final fulfillment of Daniel's 70 weeks prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27), followed by the return of the Lord to Earth and the final event in the first resurrection, the resurrection of Old Testament believers (Daniel 12:1-2) and tribulation martyrs (Rev. 20:4).
 
1,000 years later, the unbelieving dead from all time will be raised to face their final judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).
 
What About Them?
 
Some have asked about people who die during the Millennium. This will include those who survive the end times judgments and go into the Millennium in their natural bodies, as well as their descendants who will be born during that final 1,000 years. Matt. 25:34 tells us all of the former will be believers, and its safe to assume some of the latter will be as well.
 
With the exception of one obscure phrase, the Bible does not mention the destiny of these people. That exception is Rev. 20:15 which says, "Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire." John said this in the context of the resurrection at the end of the Millennium.
 
If only unbelievers will be brought to judgment at this time, then their names will obviously not appear in the book of life. As we've seen, all Church age believers will be resurrected/raptured before Daniel's 70th Week begins. Old Testament believers, whose names are written in the book of life, will be resurrected at the second coming, along with tribulation martyrs (Daniel 12:1, Rev. 20:4). That seems to cover every believer from the Creation to the Second Coming. If that's the case and there aren't any unbelievers in the book of life, why did John feel it was necessary to mention the book at all? Perhaps it's a hint that believers who die during the Millennium will also be part of the second resurrection. Only time will tell.
 
What we know for certain is that the Bible says every one who has lived will live again, and there are only two types of resurrection, one for believers and one for unbelievers. The only variable in all this is the type of resurrection we will participate in. Jesus said we will either rise to live, or rise to be condemned, and it will all come down to what we believe about Him.
 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son" (John 3:16-18). And that's what the Bible says.
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