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PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	1/14/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Plaintiffs in 1st ever PA terrorism trial in US: 6 terror attacks linked to Arafat 
Jerusalem begins diplomatic fight against UN Commission inquiry on Gaza 
Foreign Ministry tells its envoys: Israel to face stiff economic price for poor diplomatic standing 
Israel's facing worsening international isolation, warns Foreign Ministry paper
UN to hold meeting on growth of anti-Semitism
Abbas in Turkey: We'll Go to the UN Again Very Soon
Canadian firm to use Iron Dome tech for electrical smart grid 
Jimmy Carter says Israeli-Palestinian conflict 'one of the origins' of Islamist violence 
Al-Qaeda's 7 step plan formed in the 90s: from 2010 Arab governments will be toppled, in 2013 an Islamic state shall appear, 2016 is time for "total confrontation"
New ISIS video appears to show child executioner killing alleged Russian spies
Islamic State babies invade Twitter
Up to 5000 European jihadis fighting in Syria pose serious risk for Europe, Europol chief says 
Surveys show spike in British anti-Semitism
Jewish-owned D.C. business targeted by self-described ISIS militants
White House hit for using security as 'excuse' for no-show at Paris rally
Obama to work with lawmakers on authorization of force against Islamic State 
'Five Eyes' countries to meet on anti-terrorism fight 
Merkel says Germany will use "all means" to fight intolerance 
German judge frees teenage wannabee jihadi brides, saying they committed no crime 
Europe's Muslims feel heat of backlash after terror spree in Paris
Muslim mayor of Rotterdam says new arrivals must adapt or 'pack your bag and leave'
'Islamic State must be wiped out' - French defense minister 
French parliament extends military intervention in Iraq 
Swiss activists plan PEGIDA anti-Muslim march amid rising tensions across Europe
EU Should Prosecute Preachers Endorsing Violence: UK Muslim Association
The Troubling Math of Muslim Migration 
Suicide bomber kills 2, wounds 14 at mosque in northeastern Nigeria 
Cameroon claims 143 Boko Haram militants killed in military camp attack
Egypt court overturns last Mubarak conviction. Will he walk?
State Department: New Iran sanctions violate deal, will be vetoed 
North Korea offers to meet US on rejected nuclear test proposal 
US takes aim at North Korea's remaining financial links 
Pro-Russian separatists destroy airport, reportedly kill 12 on bus in attacks across Donetsk
10 Are Killed in Ukraine as Diplomacy Hits a Wall
'Aggressive' timetable for launching Obama immigration actions raising concerns
Food Stamp Beneficiaries Exceed 46,000,000 for 38 Straight Months
Microsoft hints at 'Minority Report'-style customer recognition for retailers
Britain debates whether security agencies need increased surveillance powers
Obama Backs Government-Run Internet
Obama says hacks show need for cybersecurity law
IRS Warns Of Slower Tax Refunds, More Identity Theft Risk
Banks prepare plans for Greek eurozone exit 
World Bank Cuts Global Economic Outlook Despite Oil Price Drop
UAE says OPEC will no longer shore up oil price
Obama Is Said to Be Planning New Rules on Oil and Gas Industry's Methane Emissions
Radiation burst in year's first big solar flare
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Lae, Papua New Guinea 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Chichi-shima, Japan 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Raoul Island, New Zealand
4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland
4.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Akureyri, Iceland 
9th Earthquake Rattles Eastern Connecticut
Earthquake gives R.I. a little shake before dawn Monday
New earthquake swarm in Tungafellsjokull volcano in Iceland
Santa Maria volcano in Guatemala erupts to 15,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 15,000ft
Tongan volcano eruption puts flights on alert
Photos: First spectacular images of underwater Tongan volcano explosion
High Pollution Levels from Eruption in East Iceland
Rise in mass die-offs seen among birds, fish and marine invertebrates
Hybrid 'super mosquito' resistant to insecticide-treated bed nets
Taiwan culls 6,000 more geese to curb bird flu outbreak
Officials: Thousands Possibly Exposed In Disney Measles Outbreak
Indian state slams plan for centers to make LGBT youths 'normal'
Colorado church denies funeral for lesbian woman
Less than HALF of children grow up in a home with a mother and a father
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Nasrallah: Israel can't even imagine Hezbollah's weapons arsenal
1. Iran Building Missile Sites in Syria 
1. Could Russia Broker Middle East Peace?
1. The "Blood Moon" War Commencing Now as Reports Surface of Nukes!? Is the Middle East War About to Fulfill Ezekiel's Prophecy? Major!!!
1. Be Careful What You Worship
1. Daily Jot: That freedom thing
1. Daily Devotion: The Power of Integrity
1. Featured Article: Fulfilled Prophecies of the Last Days   
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Nasrallah: Israel can't even imagine Hezbollah's weapons arsenal - Yasser Okbi and Maariv Hashavua - http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Nasrallah-Israel-cant-even-imagine-Hezbollahs-weapons-arsenal-387731
 
 
Hezbollah has more types of weapons than Israel can imagine, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah told the Arab-language Al-Mayadeen television network  during an interview on Wednesday. 
 
"Hezbollah has weapons that the enemy can expect and we have ones that they aren't expecting. Our resistance has not been damaged, and Israel is mistaken if it thinks it has," Nasrallah said.
 
According to the Hezbollah leader, Israel is interested in a conflict that would be a landslide victory for it, however he claims that such a win is completely unrealistic. "If Israel attacks Lebanon, our resistance is strong and our ability to win is great."
 
In October, Hezbollah planted and detonated two bombs in the Mount Dov region along the border with Lebanon, with one device wounding two IDF soldiers.
 
A second blast tore through the same area about 30 minutes later, but failed to cause injuries or damage.
 
The wounded soldiers belonged to the Combat Engineering Corps bomb squad unit, which was accompanying Golani Brigade soldiers on patrol in the area.
 
Both bombs were planted on the Israeli side of the border.
 
The IDF responded by shelling two Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon.
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Iran Building Missile Sites in Syria - Adam Kredo - http://freebeacon.com/national-security/iran-building-missile-sites-in-syria/
 
 
Iranian military leaders admitted this week to building and operating missile-manufacturing plants in Syria, where it was also revealed that Tehran is helping to build a secret nuclear facility.
 
An Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) commander stated in a recent interview that the country's Supreme Leader ordered forces to build and operate missile plants in Syria, where Iran continues to fight on behalf of embattled leader Bashar al-Assad, according to regional media reports.
 
IRGC Aerospace Commander Haji Zadeh touted Iran's capabilities and bragged that Iran has gone from importing most of its military hardware to producing it domestically, as well as for regional partners such as Assad.
 
"A country such as Syria which used to sell us arms, was later on to buy our missiles," Zadeh was quoted as saying earlier this week by the Young Journalists Club. "Right now the missile manufacturing firms in Syria are built by Iran."
 
It has long been suspected that Iranian forces operating in Syria are providing weaponry to Assad's forces. Zadeh's remarks confirm that Tehran is committed to a long fight in Syria and hopes to turn the country into an Iranian proxy state.
 
Iran's military actions in Syria could constitute a gross violation of sanctions on the regime enacted by the United Nations and Western powers.
 
Zadeh also bragged about Tehran's ability to build missiles capable of travelling at least 2,000 kilometers, far enough to reach into Israel and other Middle Eastern countries, according to the report.
 
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei has made it a priority for Tehran to produce advanced missiles, Zadeh said.
 
"The Supreme Leader wanted us to make the missiles prices, something which he had noted earlier than that," he was quoted as saying.
 
Meanwhile, Germany's Der Spiegel reported over the weekend, based on leaked intelligence and other sources, that Iran has been helping to build a secret nuclear facility in Syria.
 
Western sources fear that Tehran is attempting to continue its controversial and clandestine nuclear work in Syria, where it does not have to battle against international nuclear inspectors and Western powers seeking to curb Iran's nuclear ambitions.
 
Obama administration officials have sought to downplay the developments and said that they will not raise the issue with Iran during an upcoming round of talks over its program.
 
"Will you discuss this issue with the Iranians in the upcoming talks?" a reporter asked State Department spokeswoman Marie Harf on Monday.
 
"No," Harf replied. "The upcoming talks are about the Iranian nuclear program."
 
When pressed on the issue, Harf said that nuclear talks only focus on Iran's domestic program and nothing else.
 
"We don't discuss other issues with them at those talks, as you all know," she said.



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	
Could Russia Broker Middle East Peace? - Paul J. Saunders - http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/01/13/could-russia-broker-middle-east-peace
 
 
The hope that Russia could succeed where the United States has failed in brokering an Israeli-Palestinian peace often surfaces as frustration with Washington's management of the peace process grows. In 2014, Russian officials and observers complained that the Barack Obama administration pushed Moscow aside and then failed to accomplish anything. This is largely true. But could Moscow do better? Almost surely not. 
 
The desire for Russia to take center stage derives from widespread perceptions that the United States is too partial to Israel and that Moscow would be more balanced. But being a successful mediator requires more than a collection of diplomatic positions. 
 
 The most immediate problem is whether there is in fact any basis for an Israeli-Palestinian settlement, regardless of who tries to help. At this point, there is no clear basis for optimism. Still, the prospect of a full and final peace in the Middle East has long attracted a considerable number of professional optimists, apparently including Secretary of State John Kerry, who hopes that Israel's March 17 elections might produce new opportunities for a deal. Nevertheless, even if one assumes that peace is within reach with the right constellation of external actors and pressures, Russia lacks both the capabilities and the will to serve as the principal mediator. 
 
Moscow does indeed have a good relationship with Israel and has acted on that basis, including in its decision to withhold delivery of S-300 air defense missile systems to Iran. Moreover, Moscow has generally been able to compartmentalize its differences with Israel over the peace process while developing stronger bilateral ties. At the same time, Russia has a good relationship with the Palestinian Authority (PA), and PA President Mahmoud Abbas wants Moscow to play a bigger role in the peace process. (Russia, in turn, wants the Arab League more involved.) 
 
Whether or not Russia's approach would be more "balanced" than that of the United States, Russia fundamentally lacks the capability to play a leading role in resolving the Israeli-Palestinian problem. Moving beyond narrow issues like the exact location of borders and the fate of particular settlements, a successful and enduring two-state deal requires two things: security for Israel and financial support for the PA. For Russia to be a lead mediator, Moscow would have to be credible in providing or arranging both of these. 
 
This leads to some very pointed questions. Is Russia prepared to guarantee Israel's security and survival? If Moscow made those guarantees, would Israel find them sufficiently credible? Could Moscow successfully press Israel to make difficult choices? Would Washington encourage Israel to do whatever would be necessary to finalize a Moscow-led deal? Could Russia orchestrate long-term development assistance and budget support for the PA - even before oil prices plunged to produce Russia's current financial crisis, not to mention since then? Would Moscow get tough with the PA after a settlement to crack down on violence by anti-peace groups? 
 
 Taking the financial questions first, Russia's contributions to the PA so far have been quite modest - just $2 million in humanitarian assistance in 2012, compared to over $50 million from the United States and $176 million from the European Union that year. Despite wanting a bigger role in the Quartet, Russia does not actually provide any financial support to its Jerusalem-based representative office led by Tony Blair. 
 
One might argue that Russia could persuade wealthy Arab governments to finance the PA if Russia succeeded in bringing them more fully into the peace process. While this is theoretically possible, their past conduct provides little basis for optimism. Moreover, once the Palestinian-Israeli dispute is resolved, the Palestinians and their terrible hardships will cease being a political cause around which Arab governments can mobilize their publics and will likely instead become one more competing request. 
 
Russia's ability and willingness to provide meaningful and credible security guarantees to Israel is even more limited than its ability to pay the PA's bills. President Vladimir Putin has used force along Russia's borders when important Russian interests were at stake, but has not done so elsewhere. Indeed, outside the former Soviet Union, Moscow's most aggressive military move since 1992 may arguably have been President Boris Yeltsin's decision to send 200 paratroopers to capture Kosovo's Pristina airport in 1999 - a short-lived act of bravado that would hardly reassure anyone counting on Moscow's military help. Today's Russian military is not designed to send significant forces anywhere outside its immediate neighborhood. 
 
No less important, a real Russian commitment to defend Israel - or even to arm Israel without sending troops - could be problematic in Russia's relations with Arab governments. The United States can manage this contradiction because it simultaneously provides security guarantees to many others in the Middle East and because as the world's predominant military power and largest economy, it is a desirable partner even when some of its actions and commitments are unwelcome. At the same time, from Israel's perspective, Moscow's constant insistence on discussing everything in the United Nations before doing anything might also be a significant drawback. While many like to complain about US unilateralism, it can be reassuring to allies and friends. 
 
Ultimately, however, Moscow won't offer security guarantees not only because of the reactions it might produce elsewhere, but also because the issue of Israeli-Palestinian peace is not central to Russian foreign policy. Russia generally favors peace and stability in the Middle East over the alternatives, but has many higher priorities. This is most readily demonstrated by reading some of the guiding documents of Russian foreign policy, Russia's Foreign Policy Concept and Putin's decree "On Measures to Implement the Russian Federation Foreign Policy" - released shortly after he returned to the Kremlin in 2012. While it would be a mistake to take either document too literally, it is telling that Putin's executive order does not mention the conflict at all. The longer and more bureaucratic Foreign Policy Concept declares Russia's aim to work with others toward a "long-term settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict in all its aspects" in paragraph 88. Russia's actual behavior reflects the modest place that the Israeli-Palestinian dispute occupies within its hierarchy of foreign policy objectives. 
 
Of course, that Russia is likely not able to lead the peace process does not mean that Russia has no role in it or that Moscow cannot make valuable contributions. On the contrary, the fact that one of the parties to the dispute clearly wants Russia to have a more significant part in the process (as do some if not many Arab governments) makes Russia's involvement and acquiescence important in finding a lasting solution. Nevertheless, notwithstanding the shortcomings in US efforts to bring peace to the Middle East, there is a big difference between contributing and leading. And it is a difference that senior Russian officials themselves likely recognize well.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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The "Blood Moon" War Commencing Now as Reports Surface of Nukes!? Is the Middle East War About to Fulfill Ezekiel's Prophecy? Major!!! - Lisa Haven - http://beforeitsnews.com/prophecy/2015/01/a-blood-moon-war-now-igniting-as-reports-surface-of-three-nukes-in-iran-is-the-middle-east-war-about-to-fulfill-bible-prophecy-is-ezekiels-war-nearing-2466584.html
 
 
Rumors of an Iran and Israel war have surfaced for years and raised the eye brows of many Bible prophecy scholars. The reason for this is because when it comes to end times the Bible has alot to say about Israel and her neighbors. In fact Iran (which was the Biblical Persia) was specifically mentioned in the Scriptures 2,600 years ago in Ezekiel 38. And today there is talk of three nuclear war heads in Iran, which they could very well use in attempt to 'wipe Israel off the map'.
 
If one carefully studies the scriptures they can see the alignment and fulfillment of these end times prophecies. In the video below I dive through the possibilities of this war, the nukes in Iran, the link to the blood moons, and what could be ahead....
 
http://youtu.be/SW6gOeLeXts
 
"Gog and Magog War" that is the dubbed name given by eschatologists to the prophecy found in the book of Ezekiel 38-39. In this prophecy Magog (Russia) and their counterparts unite and rise against the nation of Israel.  We have yet to see the fulfillment of this Biblical prophecy, however today we are witnessing the formation of this alliances.
 
"The word of the Lord came to me: "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog [Russia], the chief prince of Meshek and Tubal [Former Soviet States]; prophesy against him and say: 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, Gog [Russia's Leader], chief prince of Meshek and Tubal." Ezekiel 38:1-3
 
Russia is Magog and Gog is their leader. Meshech and Tubal are believed by many to be the former Soviet States, which includes Ukraine. It is clear according to these Scriptures that the Russian leader will rule over some of the former Soviet States, which is exactly what we witnessing in Ukraine. Furthermore in 2008, Russia invaded the country of Georgia attempting to take the South Ossetia from them. Could these aggressive acts by Russia clue us into Putin's desire to rebuilt the Soviet Union and fulfill Biblical prophecy?
 
"I will turn you around [Russia and its alliances], put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army-your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords." Ezekiel 38:4
 
Putting hooks, or a bit into the jaw of an animal is a way of forcing the animal, such as a horse, to move in the direction the rider desires. This means that Gog-Russia's Leader- will unwillingly be influenced to lead this war by God Himself. In other words, circumstances will be such that Gog will have no choice but to follow God's will.  It is theorized by some eschatologists that Russia could get pulled into the war in attempt to retaliate for an offence committed by Israel to one of their allies.
 
"Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets, also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops-the many nations with you. "Ezekiel 38:5-6
 
Iran is Persia. Cush is Ethiopia and Sudan (Algeria and Tunisia are possible candidates also). Libya is Put. Gomer is Germany and some other European counterparts. Armenia and Turkey are Beth Togarmah. These countries form the rest of the participants in the Gog and Magog War. Ezekiel tells us that this will be a massive army with many people under the leadership of Russians leader, who the Bible dubbed as Gog.
 
Before this portion of the prophecy takes place, however, Russia must govern a portion of the former Soviet States (Ezekiel 38:1-3) which is what we are now witnessing. Russia flexing their muscle to invade Georgia in 2008 and recognizing South Ossetia as an independent state, and invading Ukraine in 2014, with Crimea breaking away and aligning with Russia.
 
One common denominator that we see in this nation alliance, in Ezekiel 38:5-6, is that many are Muslim nations. This is important because at the very core of Islam is the belief that Israel does not have the right to exist. Many believe Allah called them to destroy the Jews and re-take Jerusalem.
 
Furthermore what is interesting is that Persia is listed as Russia's alliance. Currently, both Russia and Iran are teaming up. But what makes this alliance more unsettling is the fact that Iran is developing nuclear technology and their Islamic ideology suggests that these weapons could be used to destroy Israel and any nation that stands with them.
 
It is believed by many that when Israel feels threatened enough they will strike Iran with nuclear power, which would spark the Gog and Magog War and force Russia into battle in retaliation for their alliance with Iran. At that point many Muslim believing nations: Ethiopia, Sudan, Libya, Turkey, Armenia, parts of Europe and the others, will join in battle with Russia against Israel.
 
"Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog [Russia's Leader]: 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: In that day, when my people Israel are living in safety, will you not take notice of it? You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty army. You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land. In days to come, Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I am proved holy through you before their eyes." Ezekiel 38:14-16
 
Israel will be dwelling in their land safety when Russia decides to attack. This could be due to the fact that a 'peace treaty' is signed that ushers in "false peace" in Israel. It is this peace-treaty which ignites the start of the Biblical tribulation and aids in ushering in the Antichrist. Either way, whatever makes Israel feel safe, this is what draws Russia into the battle.
 
"'This is what will happen in that day: When Gog attacks the land of Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign Lord. In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel.  The fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the beasts of the field, every creature that moves along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground. I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign Lord. Every man's sword will be against his brother.  I will execute judgment on him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with him.  And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that I am the Lord.'" Ezekiel 38: 18-23
 
God will reveal Himself in this war through judgment and he will pour out his wrath on the nation of Russia and its allies. He will cause earthquakes, volcanoes, thunderstorms, and the like to fall on  this army. Some eschatologist believe Israel will use nuclear force. Either way, this will be one of the most horrific events in history and it will shake the very foundation of the world.  
 
"Son of man, prophesy against Gog and say: 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, Gog, chief prince of Meshek and Tubal.  I will turn you around and drag you along. I will bring you from the far north and send you against the mountains of Israel. Then I will strike your bow from your left hand and make your arrows drop from your right hand.  On the mountains of Israel you will fall, you and all your troops and the nations with you. I will give you as food to all kinds of carrion birds and to the wild animals.  You will fall in the open field, for I have spoken, declares the Sovereign Lord. I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in safety in the coastlands, and they will know that I am the Lord.
 
"'I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know that I the Lord am the Holy One in Israel.  It is coming! It will surely take place, declares the Sovereign Lord. This is the day I have spoken of." Ezekiel 39:1-8
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Be Careful What You Worship - Belle Ringer - http://www.salvationandsurvival.com/2015/01/be-careful-what-you-worship.html 
 
 
In the wake of the murders in Paris, the world appears to have come together to proclaim their love of liberty, free speech, democracy, and unity.  Media and journalists from around the world have vowed that they will not give way to any attempts to silence their voices.  At the center of the argument for the right of freedom of the press is Charlie Hebdo, the satirical newspaper that, until this past week, was primarily known for its cover.  From what I can tell, it was not hugely successful in France; in fact, most Parisians felt it was distasteful  -- which is a mild word; disgusting is more like it (just google sample covers and you will see why I call them blasphemous) -- and its readership was actually small in comparison to more popular publications like Le Monde.
 
      But, everyone in Paris recognized Charlie Hebdo's covers because, as an article by Jonathan Scriven in The Spectrum points out, the magazine "satirizes, offends, provokes, shocks, and denigrates .... everyone."  So, because of the attacks on its editorial offices, Charlie Hebdo has become a symbol for liberty and freedom; not only for the French, but the world.  As such, it finds itself with a louder voice and a wider audience. 
 
      The world has now rallied in support of the first Charlie Hebdo cover since the murder of 12 of its staff members.  As CBS News website reports, the cover "shows a weeping Muhammad, holding a sign saying "I am Charlie" with the words "All is forgiven" above him. Zineb El Rhazoui, a journalist with the newspaper, described the cover as meaning that the journalists were forgiving the extremists for the killings."  There is an accompanying two-page spread "claiming that more people turned out [in the public rallies] to back the satirical weekly, "than for Mass." 
 
      While I applaud the new editors of the magazine for defying the efforts of Islamic extremists to frighten them from representing freedom of the press, I think we must make sure that we see the world's new heroes in an accurate light.  I say this, because of the underlying disparagement of religion and faith that may be going unnoticed.  I say this because the lead editorial, in the irreverent manner of the magazine, extolled secularism and doubled down on their goal of ridiculing religion. 
 
      The editors made sure the world understood their position.  The editorial read in part, "For the past week, Charlie, an atheist newspaper, has achieved more miracles than all the saints and prophets combined. The one we are most proud of is that you have in your hands the newspaper that we always made."  Message received.  Even in the midst of such carnage, Charlie Hebdo will refuse to consider the majesty of God.  In fact, they will make themselves "like a god"; feeling themselves worthy of adulation, glorification and praise for what they have accomplished, and for their stand against religion.
 
       Just make sure you pay close attention to exactly what it is that will be praised and promoted in the coming days.  It is my understanding that the French take great pride in their separation of church and state; in effect, they have developed what might be called "State Secularism".  It is this secularism that Charlie Hebdo advocated and championed.  But have they forgot that they weren't the only victims of last week's horrific slaughter?  There was a religious component to the hate spawned by the Islamists.  It was the Jewish community, and that's an important fact that must not be diminished.
 
      In our idealism, and in our rush to make this horrendous tragedy about the freedom of expression, doesn't that also include the freedom to express your faith?  We must not ignore that Jews and their faith were a deliberate target of the terrorists.  (In fact, there is some suspicion that the policewoman that was killed before one of the terrorists overran the Jewish supermarket diverted him from his true target:  a nearby Jewish school).  The world also needs to take note of the growing anti-semitism in Europe, and protect the rights of Jews and all faiths, as much as they are willing to protect the freedom of thought and the written word.
 
      I was saddened to read in The Jerusalem Post, "that the response of some on the radical Left in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo massacre was to attack Jews - once again - and encourage publication of anti-Semitic cartoons, supposedly for "balance." " So, you see, freedom of religion and religious expression is undeniably under assault.
 
      When an unabashedly atheistic magazine, such as Charlie Hebdo, freely ridicules all facets of religion, and is raised to nearly Divine status, I can't help but be concerned that their anti-religion agenda is being given too big of a spotlight.  I am not advocating censorship; but neither do I celebrate an anti-God ideology.  So, while I applaud the new leaders of Charlie Hebdo for not bowing to terroristic threats, I want to make sure that we don't lose perspective on the underlying, yet transparent, derision of faith that is receiving so much publicity.  And whether they recognize Him or not, even Charlie Hebdo's staff will one day see Jesus Christ coming with all the angels and all the nations will be gathered before Him.  It will make the crowds that gathered in Paris, on Charlie's behalf this past week, seem like nothing. 
 
Acts 17:29    "Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man."
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Daily Jot: That freedom thing - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com
 
 
There was a reason why the early settlers and eventually the Founders of the United States left Europe: Freedom. No matter how the revisionists and deceivers try to rewrite the history of America, it was the desire to be free that led to the formation of these United States. Freedom of religion and freedom of speech. They go hand in hand. The freedom to own property and personal effects that are not to be intruded upon by government, the freedom to own weapons for self-defense and to hold an overreaching government in check, the freedom to conduct your personal business in a lawful and private manner--these were essential to those who began this country. It's what makes Americans American.
 
The freedom to worship was not about tolerance for Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and so on. Those were considered foreign and strange practices by the early settlers and founders. It was about freedom to worship the God of the Jews and Christians, the God of the Bible, without being forced to worship the way the government wanted you to. You see, the Pilgrims, the Huguenots, the settlers at Jamestown had no other God, but God. Many were being persecuted by so-called "Christian" churches, by state run churches, by their respective governments for their desire to worship God the way they saw fit according to their faith as it was translated from the BIBLE. 
 
These folks would never had considered Islam even a religion because of the commandments in the Bible found in Exodus 20:3-17.  Number 1: "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."  Number 2: "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any think that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me." It is found in the writings of the Pilgrims, for example, that they took this very seriously. 
 
Islam was hailed as a hostile and evil bunch by our founders. They knew full well and took seriously 2 Corinthians 6:14, "Be you not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? and what partnership has light with darkness?" Islam was, and always has been, a threat to freedom everywhere it goes. It is incompatible with the American way of life. It is incompatible with representative government. It is oppressive and deadly. It does not qualify as religion in the spiritual sense, unless, of course, satanism is considered religion. How ridiculous have we become with this political correctness and tolerance? It defies common sense. It goes against that freedom thing.
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Daily Devotion: The Power of Integrity - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
That you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. -Philippians 1:10-11
 
In ancient Rome, fine pottery was relatively thin and fragile and often would develop cracks after firing. Rather than remake the piece, unscrupulous shops would fill the cracks with hard, dark wax and then sell it as new.
 
So you would take your purchase home and put it outside, and in the blazing Mediterranean sun, parts of it would start to melt. Then you would take that pottery back to the shopkeeper and say, "What have you done? This isn't right. I want one without wax."
 
That is what Paul meant when he prayed that the believers in Philippi would be "sincere and without offense." Sincere is sometimes translated "without wax." So Paul was essentially saying, "Move forward in your life without moral failure." He wrote in 1 Corinthians 10, "Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. (verses 32-33). Another way to translate that is, "Don't give an unbeliever a reason to not believe."
 
Jesus saved his most scathing words not for struggling sinners but for hypocritical believers, those who appeared to be one thing but really were another.
 
So let's make sure we are not people who bring reproach to the name of Jesus Christ. Each of us has a sphere of influence. Each of us has a group of people who are watching us carefully. They are scrutinizing every word and hoping we will mess up. When you walk with God, live a godly life, and do what He wants you to do, it drives some of them crazy. And so it should. It is the power of a good testimony.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Fulfilled Prophecies of the Last Days - By Carl Worline - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/worline14.html 
 
 
Prophecy is history written in advance.  Bible prophecies about what is going to happen in the end times were written from 1900 to 3500 years ago.  God challenged anyone else to come up with prophecy like that which is found in the Bible. 
 
God offers this to us as proof that He is who He says He is.  The Old Testament tells us that God gave us prophecy so that the people of the earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no other.
 
Bible prophecy is given to mankind in order to help validate and authenticate the word of God and it is a promise as well as a prediction.
 
Christians who study prophecy and eagerly look forward to the coming of our Lord will earn the Crown of Righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8).   I. for one, really want the privilege of having and wearing that crown.
 
The Bible is absolutely unique.  No other religious writings of any kind contain predictive prophecies like the Bible.
 
* Not the Islamic Koran or the Hadith.
* Not the Jewish Tanaka or the Talmud.
* Not the Hindu Vedas or the Bhagavad Gita.
* Not Confucianism's Five Classics or the Analects.
* Not Taoism's ao-te-ching, or Zhuangzi, or Daozang.
* Not the Druze Rasail al-hikmah (Epistles of Wisdom).
* Not the Shinto Kojiki or the Nihon Shoki.
 
This is the first time in history that all of the prophetic scenarios that the prophets predicted are actually in view.  We are being plunged into a period of time about which the Bible says more than about any other period in history, including the time when Jesus walked the shores of  Galilee and climbed the mountains of  Judea. 
 
Everything is now coming together in the perfect prophetic storm.  We are, quite literally, being plunged into the climax of human history.
 
There is prophecy in each and every book of the Bible.  The Second Coming is mentioned in 23 of the 27 books of the New Testament.  Of the 46 Old Testament prophets, less than 10 speak of Christ's first coming, but 36 speak of His Second Coming.
 
Jesus said that He was coming back again 21 times in the New Testament.  If Jesus says this we should truly believe Him.
 
The Bible clearly teaches that the understanding of end time prophecy will be progressive in nature.  We will understand more of the prophecies as we get closer to the time of their fulfillment.  Daniel did not understand the prophecies that had been entrusted to him.  When he complained to the Lord about this the Lord told him to not worry but to write them down as instructed because they were sealed until the end times.
 
As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said "My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?"  And He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time (Daniel 12:8-9 NAS).
 
Jeremiah was also told that his prophecies would not be understood until the end times.
 
The anger of the Lord will not turn back until He performed and carried out the purposes of His heart.  In the last days you will clearly understand it (Jeremiah 23:3).
 
The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back until He has performed and until He has accomplished the intent of His heart.  In the latter days you will understand this (Jeremiah 30:24).
 
We are now in the last days of the end times.  In order to understand what is happening we have to look at them from two perspectives.  One of these perspectives is the prophecies that have been fulfilled with respect to  Israel.  The other perspective is all of the other fulfilled prophecies that deal with the last days.
 
Fulfilled Prophecies of  Israel in the Last Days
 
For the first time in history an extinct nation came back into existence.  Israel became a nation once again exactly as God promised (Joel 3:1-2, Amos 9, Jeremiah 31, Ezekiel 36).
 
God restored  Israel as a nation in a single day, exactly as promised (Isaiah 66-8).
 
Prior to restoring the nation of Israel the Hebrew language was on the brink of extinction.  Once again, just as God promised, the Hebrew language was restored (Zephaniah 3:9).
 
The Bible predicted that during the Jewish Diaspora Israel would become a wasteland (Deuteronomy 29:23-28, Ezekiel 36:8-11, Ezekiel 36:34-36).  For nearly 1900 years Israel became a nearly uninhabited, desolate wasteland.  Today the land flourishes far beyond any of her surrounding neighbors.
 
The Bible predicted that Israel would blossom in the last days and export produce to the world (Isaiah 27:6, Isaiah 35:1-2, Ezekiel 36:34-36).  With God's blessing Israel's increased rainfall and irrigation technology have caused the land to blossom.  Israel exports $800 million of produce each year and over $200 million in ornamental plants and flowers.
 
The Bible predicted that Israel would prosper economically (Ezekiel 38:12-13).  Israel exported $42 billion dollars worth of goods in 2006, as compared with her neighbor Jordan, who exported $5 billion dollars worth of goods in the same year.  Eighty percent of  Europe's citrus imports come from  Israel.
 
The Bible predicted that Jerusalem would be rebuilt in the last days on its old ruins, which is exactly what happened (Jeremiah 30:18, Zechariah 12:6).
 
Ezekiel told us over 2500 years ago that in the last days the Arab people will claim the land of Israel which God gave to the Jews (Ezekiel 35:5, 10; 36:2,5).
 
The Bible says that in the end times Israel will be in possession of  Jerusalem.  This happened on June 7, 1967 as a result of the Six-Day War (Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Revelation 11:1-2). 
 
The Bible predicted that Jerusalem would be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:24). From 70 AD until the Six-Day War in 1967, Jerusalem was under Gentile control.
 
The Bible says that in the last days the possession of Jerusalem will be a major source of international conflict (Zechariah 12:3). Zechariah called Jerusalem a burdensome stone and a cup of trembling.  
 
Over 2,500 years ago God knew that in the last days Jerusalem's very existence would cause the world to shudder even though it is a small city with no natural resources, no port, as well as having insignificant manufacturing and industrial capabilities.  Prior to 1948 world diplomatic leaders seldom mentioned Jerusalem.
 
The Bible also tells us that in the last days Israel will be embroiled in peace talks that will include many nations (Daniel 9:27).
 
Ezekiel prophesied that Jerusalem's Eastern Gate would remain closed until the Messiah returns (Ezekiel 37:15-22).  Today, as prophesied, the Eastern Gate remains sealed.
 
The Bible says that in the last days all of the friends that Israel had will be gone, abandoning the Jews (Jeremiah 30:14).
 
The Lord warned Israel that it would be hated and persecuted by all nations because of Him (Matthew 24:9).
 
Today we see the Gaza Strip and the  West Bank partitioned off for the Palestinians and the Golan Heights partitioned off for Syria.   Jerusalem has also been partitioned with the Palestinians adamantly demanding East Jerusalem for their capital. 
 
The Bible says that in the last days Aliyah will be taking place.  Aliyah is a Hebrew word that means the physical return of the Jewish people (Jewish Diaspora) to their ancient Promised Land from abroad.  
 
 Ynet News recently reported that 2014 was a record year for Aliyah (Ezekiel 36:22-28 and Isaiah 11:10-12).
 
The Bible says that in the last days world politics will be focused on  Israel (Zechariah  12:13).
 
Israel will be surrounded on every side by enemies.  The alignment of all of the nations mentioned in Psalm 83 and Ezekiel 38 against Israel has occurred exactly as Asaph and Ezekiel described.
 
God said that in the last days Israel would be invincible (Zechariah 12:6-9).  Since 1948 tiny Israel has been attacked in 3 major wars and several lesser wars.  Yet, despite being vastly outnumbered, they have defeated all attacking foes.  An invincible  Israel makes no sense unless you believe God's Word.
 
Even though  Israel will be the focus of many fulfilled prophecies in the last days, most Jews will remain blind to the fact that Jesus is their Messiah until the very end (Luke 19:41-42, Luke 13:34-35, Romans 11:25-26).
 
Other Fulfilled Prophecies of the End Times
 
Jesus, Himself, told us that we are to watch for general indicators that will be a signal to Christians that we are, indeed, in the end times and that the rapture is near. What are these general indicators?
 
Earthquakes will increase in frequency and intensity and will be occurring globally (Matthew 24:7, Luke 21:11, Isaiah 24:19-20, Revelation 6:12-14, Revelation 16:18-20). 
 
Matthew 24 and Luke 21 speak of strange weather occurring in the last days.  Can anybody deny that our weather today can only be described as supernaturally freakish?  Even more frightening is that our weather seems to be becoming even more freakish with each passing month.
 
Our freakish weather seems to be contributing to an alarmingly large number of forest fires all around the world.  Trees that are many hundreds of years are now gone. At the moment, as I write this, Australian firefighters are battling the worst wildfires in 30 years.  
 
Romans 8:20-22 tells us that creation, itself, longs to be free from the curse and suffers from the increase in frequency and intensity of natural disasters that are not specifically named.   Unexplainably strange sinkholes are opening up in places all around the world.  Equally as strange are sounds that are being heard all over the world that have no apparent source and come from no apparent direction.
 
Joel 2:30 tells us that in the last days there would be signs in the heavens and in the earth that would include, among other things, "fire" and "pillars of smoke."  Volcanic activity has been increasing at an alarming rate in frequency and intensity as formerly dormant volcanoes come back to life.  Pillars of fire and smoke are closing large blocks of airspace to commercial air traffic.
 
Hosea 4:1-3 tells us that in the last days the land will mourn because of man's sin and that all who live in it will waste away.  Hosea told us this will include the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and even the fish in the sea will die.
 
* Mass animal die-off were first reported in the news on New Year's Eve 2010/2011when approximately 5,000+ red-winged blackbirds and starlings fell out of the sky in Bebe, Arkansas.
* In 2011 there were 138 reported cases of mass animal die-offs.  
*  In 2012 the number of mass animal deaths rose to 465 events that occurred in 67 countries around the world.  
*  During 2013 there were 798 reported mass animal death events that occurred in 93 countries.
*  In 2014 there were 649 reported events of mass animal deaths that occurred in 76 countries.  
 
Matthew 24:7 tells us that famines will be common in the last days.    Currently, one out of every six people in the world does not get enough to eat.  Aid agencies estimate that as much as one-third of the earth's 6 billion people are victims of starvation.  Every day 34,000 people die from famine related causes.
 
The Bible tells is that in the last days deadly diseases (pestilence) will be rampant.  Examples of current deadly diseases that are spreading include AIDS, Ebola, Hanta virus, dengue, West Nile, SARS, bird flu, cholera, yellow fever, mad cow disease, lyme disease, drug resistant strains of many old diseases, and many more. 
 
Diseases we considered conquered, such as polio and the plague, are making a strong return.  In sub-Saharan  Africa 23 million children are infected with the HIV virus.   Ironically, just a few decades ago scientists were forecasting that advances in medicine might soon eradicate deadly diseases (Matthew 24:7, Revelation 6:8, Luke 21:11).
 
We were warned that many will rejoice in their unrighteousness (2 Thessalonians  2:12).  People are now calling good evil and evil good.  A perfect example of this is the way homosexuality and same sex marriage is being forced upon us as an honorable and even preferred alternative lifestyle while those who see homosexuality as sin are labeled as homophobic (Isaiah 5:20). 
 
  Homosexuals are so proud of their sin that they march in the streets demanding to be recognized as a special, privileged class (2 Peter 3:3-4 and 2 Timothy 3:1-5.
 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 says: "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves...without natural affection."  I interpret this verse as a reference to an increase in homosexuality throughout the world in the last days.
 
We are warned in the Bible that there will be a falling away of believers and an increase in false prophets (2 Timothy 4:1).  Many Christians and church doctrines have departed from the faith.  Many Christians have also become lukewarm in their faith (Revelation 3:15).  There is now a mixture of true believers and false believers within the church body (Matthew  13:24-30).
 
As foretold in the New Testament, despair is increasing (2 Timothy 3:1).
 
There has been an increase in lawlessness and evil during these the last days (Luke 17:26 and 2 Timothy 3:15).  
 
The world is getting darker and waxing more evil by the minute.  The swiftness with which the darkness is setting in is unsettling. We were told that there would be an increase in blasphemy (2 Timothy 3:2). Sadly, this has come to pass.  
 
Unimaginably filthy things are openly being said about our mighty God and our precious Savior.  Those who worship Satan are coming out of hiding and finding new ways impose their beliefs and agenda upon us. There are now public places in our great nation where satanic displays are allowed at Christmas and where Satan is invoked at public meetings.
 
Humanity has become increasingly materialistic and lovers of pleasure (2 Timothy 3:1-5).
 
Idolatry has been common place.  Idolatry is worshiping anything or anyone other than God (Revelation  9:20).  We worship the rich and famous and long to be like them instead of being like people of God.
 
The love of many has grown cold (Matthew 24:11-13).  Abortion kills millions.   Feeding the homeless and hungry is becoming a crime in some places, punishable by fines and imprisonment.  We find it more important to turn corn into ethanol to use as fuel in our automobiles while so much of the world's population is dying from starvation and starvation related causes. 
 
False Christs and false prophets are very effective in the art of deception (Matthew 24:24).  False prophets and religious cults now flourish (2 Peter 2:1).  It is very common today to find people who reject the Bible out of hand because they have heard it misrepresented by false teachers.
 
The false prophets mentioned above are money hungry, smooth talkers (2 Peter 2:3).  A growing number of TV evangelists epitomize this.  They twist the Scriptures to make merchandise of the unwary.
 
There has been an increase in the persecution of Christians in these last days (Matthew 24:9).  Jews and Christians are hated for their faith in and connection with Christ (Luke 21:17).  Today Christians are being killed in Islamic nations around the world in an ever increasing escalation of violence and murder.  
 
Christianity now faces extinction in the  Middle East and in other places around the world.  Jihadist groups throughout the Islamic world have taken it upon themselves to slaughter those who are preaching the gospel.
 
Mankind is desperately seeking peace (1 Thessalonians 5:3) but yet there is still warfare all over the earth (Mark 13:8 and Matthew 24:6).  It is estimated that more people have died in wars during the 20th Century than in all other previous wars throughout all of recorded human history.
 
Today mockers of prophecy and the Word of God abound (Jude 1:18 and 2 Peter 3:3-4).  
 
Many Bible scholars believe that Zachariah 5 and Zachariah 14 strongly indicate that mankind will have nuclear weapons in the last days, especially when these chapters are examined using the Strong's Concordance with a Hebrew lexicon.
 
The Bible tells us that in the last days many will deny that God created the earth or that God once flooded the Earth (2 Peter 3:5-6).  Today science and Christianity have become bitter rivals.  Science attempts to claim the moral high ground by citing "facts" while hypocritically refusing to consider any fact that is linked in any way to scripture.
 
Children have certainly become disobedient and rebellious (2 Timothy 3:2).
 
Humanity is now able to cross the globe rapidly (Daniel 12:4).  Our skies have become so crowded around the world that it is often difficult to safely separate aircraft, even with the use of computers.
 
A system of real time global communication now exists (Revelation 11:9).  Today information travels at the speed of light.  In the apostle John's day information traveled at the speed of a donkey.
 
Science is now rapidly advancing (Daniel 12:4).  It is conservatively estimated that the sum of man's knowledge is doubled every 18 months.
 
Technology already exists that is capable of tracking the world's population and finances (Revelation 13:16-17).  This technology is currently being developed at an alarmingly fast and efficient pace.  It just hasn't been forcefully imposed yet.
 
The gospel is being preached to all nations (Matthew 24:14, Mark  13:10, Revelation 14:6).  The Bible has been translated into 2,400 languages and dialects covering over 90 percent of the world's population.   Satellites and the Internet have also played a major role in bringing the word of God to all nations.
 
Huge oil and natural gas reserves have been discovered beneath the sands of Israel.
 
The Bible says that in the last days the world will be headed toward a one world religion (Revelation 13; 17:7-18; 18:1-8).  Today we see a movement called Chrislam that attempts to find common ground that will allow Christians and Muslims to co-exist and is based on the assumption that we both worship the same god.  That is a lie from the very pit of hell.
 
There are the strong beginnings for a push toward a worldwide global government (Revelation 13:1-2; 17:12-13, Daniel  7:23-26).
 
Before He was crucified, Jesus told the Sanhedrin that they would not see Him again until they said, "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord" (Luke  13:35). 
 
This indicates that the Sanhedrin would have to be in existence before His Second Coming.  The Sanhedrin were dispersed, as was the entire Jewish nation, after the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD.  In 2004 the Sanhedrin formally came back into existence.
 
Conclusion
 
 The proverbial writing is on the wall and it is telling me that the end of the Age of Grace is at hand.  The pause in Daniel's timeline that occurred at the 69th week is about to end.  God has taken a people unto Himself during that pause and the fullness of the Gentiles is now being reached (Romans  11:25 and Acts  15:13-18).  
 
The stage has been set and the actors are in place.  Bible prophecy has been fulfilled (and continues to be fulfilled).  The entire world senses that something big is about to happen.   Christians who are awake and watching are waiting with eager anticipation for the Rapture of the church.  
 
Sleeping Christians find restful peace illusive due to a stirring in their soul that they just cannot escape.  Atheists are angry because they also feel that something is just not right. Even the mockers are angry. There are far too many signs that the Age of Grace is about to end for them to ridicule. 
 
Every prophetic sign seems to point to an imminent Rapture. Salvation is currently a free gift to all who will admit they are sinners and sincerely ask Jesus for forgiveness and salvation.  What is your personal relationship with God? 
 
Jesus said when you see these things begin to come to pass to lift up your head and look because your redemption draws near (Mathew 24:33, Mark 13:29, and Luke  21:31).  We have definitely reached the beginning of these things.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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