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Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	1/15/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Lieberman: Before regional deal can be reached, Abbas must go
'US Consulate in Jerusalem arming Palestinian guards'
Plans for new French immigrant housing in West Bank settlements to be reviewed Monday 
French Jewish leader: 'Aliya should come from love, not fear' 
French Muslims Claim "Shape Shifting" Jews Carried Out Paris Attack to Make Muslims Look Bad
'We told you so' - Israeli embassy in Ireland posts photo of Mona Lisa in Muslim headdress 
Jerusalem cleric, Muslim world slam publishing of new Charlie Hebdo cartoons 
Radical Imam Anjem Choudary Calls Charlie Hebdo Front Page 'Act Of War'
Turkish newspaper gets police protection after publishing Charlie Hebdo cartoon 
A sausage saga: UK publisher bans pork references in children's books 
In France, a growing debate over why some speech is protected and some isn't
France arrests 54 for defending terror; announces crackdown
US Steps Up Airport Security After Al Qaeda's 'Hidden Bomb' Recipe
New Security Realities Revealed by Al-Qaeda's First Western Attack in a Decade
Al Qaeda Gave Charlie Hebdo Killers $20K
Assad says European governments responsible for Paris terror attacks 
Syria urges intelligence sharing in anti-terror war 
ISIS sympathizer arrested after allegedly plotting US Capitol attack
Portland teen accused of threatening to blow up NE Portland deli 'in the name of Allah,' court records say
22 Jihad Training Camps in the US - FBI Refuses to Take Action
Female captives forced to give blood to wounded IS fighters 
Iran Building Missile Sites in Syria
Nuclear talks resume with warnings to Congress over Iran sanctions 
Iran's Rouhani says countries behind oil price drop will suffer
Gazprom warns EU to link to Turkey pipeline or lose Russian gas
Egypt considers gas imports from Israel 
555 Trillion Reasons Why Central Banks Won't Let Rates Normalize
An Asteroid Will Be Making A Close Call This Month, Visible With Backyard Telescopes
First notable flare of 2015 as dramatic 'mid-level' eruption takes place on the solar surface
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Tinabogan, Indonesia 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Uglegorsk, Russia 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Hihifo, Tonga 
Alaska shook from record number of earthquakes in 2014 
Unprecedented Earthquake in Playa del Carmen and Tulum
Earthquake rate steadies in Oklahoma, experts say
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 24,500ft
Ruiz volcano in Colombia erupts to 22,000ft
Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 15,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 13,000ft
Scores killed as floods hit Malawi and Mozambique
EU lawmakers pass controversial GMO food law
New DNA technique may reveal face of killer in unsolved double-murder
Sony hack gives Obama political capital to push cybersecurity agenda
CIA finds no wrongdoing in agency's search of computers used by Senate investigators
BMW sounds alarm over tech companies seeking connected car data
Woman dies in Egypt of H5N1 bird flu, second death this year 
America's measles-pocalypse is beginning all over again
Pot-based sex spray for women hitting Colorado shelves
New law requires gender-neutral single-stall bathrooms in California city
Sperm Washing Clears Gay Dads' Babies of HIV, Says Hollywood Actor
Christian Florist Can Lose Personal Assets for Declining Gay Wedding Due to 'Relationship With Jesus,' Judge Rules
Christians rally to defend fire chief who wrote 'anti-gay' book
Innocent street children are caged up like dogs in preparation for Pope Francis' visit to the Philippines
Pope Francis changes schedule to visit Sri Lankan Buddhist temple 
Pope given Buddhist temple's highest honor
Pope's Philippines Visit to Coincide With Arrival of Tropical Storm
Bartender claiming to be Jesus Christ indicted for threatening to murder John Boehner
Muslim Call to Prayer to be Chanted Every Friday at Duke University
China bans burqa in biggest Muslim city
Martin Luther King Jr. enlisted to fight illegal immigration, Obama amnesty
U.S. House passes security funding bill blocking immigration actions
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Hezbollah's firepower of 150,000 projectiles exceeds all European armies combined
1. Iran Announces Construction of Two New Nuclear Plants
1. Saudi Arabia in oil-price war with Iran, Russia
1. Gog's Evil Thought
1. This Is Exactly How Markets Behave Right Before They Crash
1. Daily Jot: Is it what we have been waiting for?
1. Daily Devotion: How Backsliding Starts
1. Featured Article: How Do We Judge    
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Hezbollah's firepower of 150,000 projectiles exceeds all European armies combined - http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/IDF-must-be-prepared-for-action-against-Hezbollah-Hamas-and-Iran-387794
 
 
The IDF must be prepared for three principal security scenarios in the near future, former national security adviser Maj.- Gen. (res.) Yaakov Amidror has said, naming them as a large-scale ground war against Hezbollah in Lebanon, attrition against Hamas in Gaza, and the possibility of a military operation in Iran.
 
The military must prepare for these challenges while providing ongoing security, Amidror, a senior researcher at the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, said in a report published on the center's website.
 
The feat "will be neither easy nor cheap," he added.
 
"The most significant threat to Israel's very existence is the possibility that some time in 2015, Iran will reach a deal with the West that would allow it to pursue some form of nuclear military capability. This process will not come to fruition this year, but a bad deal with the superpowers would be an important milestone for Tehran," Amidror warned.
 
Looking ahead to 2015, Israel faces threats posed mainly by non-state entities motivated by Islamic ideology.
 
"The strongest of them is Hezbollah, which was formed with a dual purpose in mind: It represents Iran's long reach in the area and against Israel, while at the same time it aims to control Lebanon, where the Shi'ites are the largest ethnic group," Amidror added.
 
Hezbollah most closely resembles an army, and its arsenal totals some 150,000 missiles and rockets, several thousand of which can target any area in Israel.
 
"This rare and substantial firepower apparently even exceeded the firepower possessed by most of the European states combined," Amidror said in the report.
 
Additionally, Hezbollah is armed with surface-to-sea missiles, anti-aircraft missiles, drones and modern anti-tank missiles.
 
"It is well organized into a military-style hierarchy and appears to possess command and control systems of high quality. It was established by Iranian leaders, but its leadership has always consisted of Lebanese people who were closely linked to Iran's interests," the report continued. "Hezbollah assisted the Shi'ites by providing for their needs in the civilian sphere as a base for building its military power."
 
Hezbollah is busy with its intervention in Syria, a war it deems crucial for its own survival, according to Amidror. "It fights beside the Syrian Alawites because it needs them to stay in power. If Assad survives, Hezbollah's status in Lebanon will increase, as will its status in Damascus."
 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip also constitutes a steadily rising security threat, one that is able to manufacture its own long-range rockets and tunnel grid.
 
Hamas is left with 3,500 rockets after a 50-day war with Israel. Now, "the big question is the speed at which Hamas can regain the capabilities it has lost. For Hamas, the current regime in Egypt is a formidable obstacle. Hamas has the markings of a well-organized military organization, as well as an impressive ability to learn and improve," Amidror wrote.
 
Islamic Jihad in Gaza cannot be discounted as a threat either.
 
Amidror noted that in 2015, no real army threatens Israel's security any longer. Egypt's military does not hold Israel as a prime target, and Egyptian military leaders have yet to consolidate their hold on power, the former national security adviser argued.
 
The Syrian army is completely engaged in the civil war, "and while it still possesses a substantial arsenal, its units have been compromised, its morale is extremely low, and many of its commanders fear for their lives if the other side should win. The once enormous Iraqi army, at one time seen as having the ability to change the balance of power on the eastern front against Israel, has ceased to exist."
 
Additionally, Amidror stated, "the small but professional Jordanian army is looking east and north, toward the crumbling states of Iraq and Syria.
 
Islamist terrorists are thriving within the power vacuum in both countries, and Jordan may already be in their crosshairs."
 
Gulf states, led by Saudi Arabia, are arming themselves with the best of Western weaponry to prepare themselves for Iran.
 
Radical jihadi elements are basing themselves in the Sinai Peninsula and Syrian Golan, but the threat they pose to Israel is less significant, due to their current lack of strength, he said.
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Iran Announces Construction of Two New Nuclear Plants - Adam Kredo - http://freebeacon.com/national-security/iran-announces-construction-of-two-new-nuclear-plants/
 
 
Iran has begun construction on two new nuclear plants as negotiations with America over its contested program continue in Geneva, according to Iranian President Hassan Rouhani.
 
Construction of the nuclear plants, which Iran claims are for peaceful energy purposes, was revealed on Tuesday, the day before Secretary of State John Kerry was to meet with his Iranian counterpart for talks in Geneva.
 
News of the two new nuclear plants come on the heels of reports that Iran has been operating advanced missile sites in Syria and also building a secret nuclear plant there.
 
Rouhani touted the new nuclear construction following a meeting with investors in Iran's southern Bushehr province, where the nuclear facilities are being built.
 
"Construction of two new power plants will increase the capacity of Bushehr province's power generation to 2,000 megawatts," Rouhani was quoted as saying by the country's state-run Fars News Agency.
 
Rouhani claimed that the new nuclear construction is proof of Iran's peaceful intents on this front.
 
"The Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant is an example showing that Iran is only looking for a civilian use of the nuclear energy and for power generation," he was quoted as saying.
 
The new nuclear plants are being constructed with help from Russia, which signed an agreement in March with Iran to aid in the endeavor.
 
A State Department spokesman did not immediately respond to a request for comment about Rouhani's announcement.
 
Meanwhile, Kerry told reporters in Geneva on Wednesday that both sides are "working hard" to reach a final agreement later this year.
 
Talks with Iran were extended through mid-2015 after leaders failed to reach what was supposed to be a final agreement in Vienna last year.
 
Iran is scheduled to receive from the United States another $490 million in unfrozen cash assets on Jan. 21, according to a State Department official. This will be the third such $490 million cash release to Iran since nuclear talks were extended in November.
 
Iranian military leaders announced earlier this week that Tehran has been building and operating missile factories in Syria, where it has been fighting on behalf of embattled leader Bashar al-Assad.
 
German reports also have claimed that Iran is building a clandestine nuclear site in Syria.
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Saudi Arabia in oil-price war with Iran, Russia - F. Michael Maloof - http://www.wnd.com/2015/01/saudi-arabia-in-oil-price-war-with-iran-russia/?cat_orig=money 
 
 
Riyadh avenging Moscow's backing of nemeses Assad, Iran
 
Saudi Arabia is extending its own international jihad not only through its export of Wahhabism, an extreme form of Sunni Islam.
 
The Islamic kingdom is now going after Russia, a main backer of the kingdom's sectarian opponent, Shiite Iran, by targeting its oil production clout to adversely impact the Russian economy.
 
Sources say the United States might even be colluding with Saudi Arabia to cause a dramatic drop in the international oil price in an effort to punish Russia not only for its support of rebels in Ukraine but for its backing of embattled Syrian President Bashar al-Assad as well as Iran.
 
The Saudi strategy is to flood the international market to harm the economies of Russia and Iran, both of which need the international price to be above $100 a barrel to break even. The price of oil today is less than $50 a barrel.
 
Until now, the Saudis and the other members of OPEC, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, used the level of production to keep oil prices high, with the price peaking at $147 a barrel in 2008.
 
By maintaining higher oil production and consequently driving down the international oil price, the Saudis hope to recapture market share that it has lost to Russia and Iran, its main competitors.
 
However, Saudi interest isn't restricted to economic competition. There also are geopolitical and geostrategic considerations.
 
In September, Secretary of State John Kerry met with Saudi King Abdullah and worked out a deal that the U.S. would work to topple Syria's Assad in exchange for Riyadh joining the U.S.-led coalition against ISIS.
 
In such a deal, the Saudis then not only would topple Assad, a Shiite-Alawite allied with Iran, but also impede goal of its Islamic rival to create a Shiite crescent from Iran to Iraq, Syria and Lebanon.
 
A proposed $10 billion pipeline that has been in the planning stages since 2011 would help solidify a Shiite crescent. The pipeline would originate in Iran, go through Iraq and Syria, a "predominantly Shiite axis through an economic, steel umbilical cord," as Middle East expert Pepe Escobar described it.
 
In addition, the Canadian-based Global Research think tank said Assad in 2009 had refused to allow Qatar, a Saudi ally, to construct a natural gas pipeline from its North Field to go through Syria then into Turkey and onward to Europe.
 
According to Global Research, this turndown, combined with the proposed Iran-Iraq-Syria pipeline, "ignited the full-scale Saudi and Qatari assault on Assad's power."
 
Even Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has acknowledged recently that the dramatic drop in oil prices has been "politically motivated" and called it a "conspiracy."
 
This same political conspiracy also extends to Russia, which has invested billions of dollars in economic and military assistance over the years to Syria and also is a close ally of Iran, where it has built the Bushehr nuclear reactor, with at least two more planned for construction.
 
Just as the Saudis have been vehemently opposed to Russia's aid to Assad, Russian President Vladimir Putin has the daggers out for Saudi backing and apparent control over the Chechen jihadi fighters who continue to launch attacks in the country and are providing assistance to the Syrian opposition.
 
With Saudi manipulation of the oil price, the Russians not only are reeling from this development, but the low prices come at a time when Western sanctions are hitting the Russian economy.
 
The cumulative effect of these developments are causing the Russian economy to go into recession, prompting Moscow to call on the Russian population to stay calm.
 
Because Russia has some $400 billion in foreign exchange reserves, it's in little danger of a total economic collapse, although the Russian private sector which suffer the most impact with its reported $700 billion in debt.
 
The impact on possible Saudi manipulation of oil prices to impact the Russian economy also is having an effect on Putin's plan to develop the Eurasian Economic Union, or EEU, in competition with the U.S. and the European Union.
 
The Eurasia Union now has four countries - Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kyrgzystan and Kazakhstan - designed to offer a customs-free region that, with the possible addition of other countries in the region, would approximate the former Soviet Union.
 
Russia had designs of Ukraine also joining the EEU, but portions of the country balked, leading last year to the crisis that prompted the ouster of the pro-Moscow president and Russia, in turn, taking over the Crimea, which historically has been of strategic value for its Black Sea fleet.
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Gog's Evil Thought - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd157.html 
 
  
Isaiah prophesied that war will break out between Syria and Israel at the end of the age. He said that Damascus, Syria will be destroyed forever in one night (Isa. 17:1-14). Damascus has been destroyed and rebuilt many times, but it has never ceased to exist as a city in one night because no army has ever had the ability to destroy it in one night. It will cease to exist as a city in one night in the future and it will take a very big bomb to do that.
 
Concerning this war, Isaiah used the phrase, "In that day" three times in chapter 17 (verses 4, 9 and 10). "In that day" is a Bible phrase that refers to the end of the age. This war will take place at the end of the age.
 
Ezekiel prophesied that a Russian leader will think an evil thought (Ezek. 38:10), assemble a group of allies and attack Israel in the latter years and latter days (Ezek. 38:8, 16). This war will take place after Israel has returned to the Promised Land and is dwelling safely (Ezek. 38:8). 
 
Some say "dwelling safely" means after the Antichrist confirms the seven-year covenant with many for peace in the Middle East (Dan. 9:27). But it doesn't have to mean that because Israel is dwelling safely now under the protection of God who will not allow her to be defeated (Amos 9:15).
 
Having said that, the Bible does not tell us which war will happen first:  Syria and Israel or Russia and Israel. But based on the fact that none of the nations that share a border with Israel (the so-called inner circle of nations) are mentioned in Russia's war with Israel (the so-called outer circle of nations) many prophecy writers, including myself, believe the war between Syria and Israel will happen first. Some even think Syria's war with Israel could lead to Russia's war with Israel.
 
As we follow the news, Russia is like a wounded bear. She has a controversy with Israel over some missiles she shipped to a facility near Damascus a few weeks ago. Israel believes those missiles were destined for transfer to Hezbollah in Lebanon. Russia says Israel attacked them. Residents near Damascus reported hearing about ten loud explosions. Russia demanded an explanation from  Israel and sent a letter of protest to the United Nations.
 
 Russia even posted a statement on the nation's Foreign Ministry's website that reads:
 
Moscow is gravely concerned about this dangerous turn of events, the circumstances of which require explanations. In any case, there is no doubt that the use of force in international affairs is unacceptable and deserves to be condemned. 
 
Russia also has a controversy with the U.S. and EU over sanctions they have placed on Russia because of the bear's annexation of Crimea. Those sanctions along with the plunge in oil prices have destroyed Russia's already fragile economy.
 
So the bear is wounded and thinking about lashing out. And it has been reported that a French official is saying Russia has asked Hezbollah and possibly Syria to develop contingency plans for a war with Israel. The report says Russia hasn't asked Hezbollah and Syria to attack Israel.
 
But Russia has asked them to be ready to attack Israel, if the U.S. and EU keep applying sanctions. Do you get the point? The Bible predicts a war between Syria and Israel at the end of the age and Russia has apparently asked Syria to develop contingency plans for a war with Israel.
 
I recently asked, "Is Mr. Putin Gog?" And I said, "I don't think anyone knows."  Is Gog's "evil thought" possibly Russia telling Hezbollah and Syria to develop contingency plans for an attack on Israel? Most prophecy writers would probably say no, but we know it could lead up to it.  
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com
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This Is Exactly How Markets Behave Right Before They Crash - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/exactly-markets-behave-right-crash 
 
 
When the stock market starts to behave like a roller coaster, that is a sign that a major move to the downside is right around the corner.  As I have stated repeatedly, when the market is very calm it tends to go up.  But when the waters start getting really choppy, that is a clear indication that stocks are about to plummet.  In early 2015, volatility has returned to Wall Street in a big way.  At one point on Tuesday, the Dow was up more than 300 points.  But then the bottom dropped out.  From the peak on Tuesday, the Dow plunged nearly 700 points in less than 30 hours before recovering more than 100 points at the end of the day.  The Dow has now experienced the longest losing streak that we have seen in 3 months, but that is not that big of a deal.  Of much greater concern is the huge price swings that we have been seeing. Remember, the three largest single day stock market increases in history were right in the middle of the financial crisis of 2008.  So if stocks go up 400 points tomorrow that is NOT a good sign.  What we really need is a string of days when stocks move less than 100 points in either direction.  If stocks keep making dramatic moves up and dramatic moves down, history tells us that it is only a matter of time before they collapse.  Any student of stock market history knows that what we are witnessing right now is exactly how markets behave right before they crash.
 
Examine the chart below very carefully.  It is a chart of the CBOE Volatility Index from 2006 to 2008.  As you can see, volatility was very low as stocks soared during 2006.  Then things started to get a bit choppy in 2007, and investors should have recognized this as a warning sign.  Finally, you can see that the VIX absolutely skyrocketed during the financial crisis of 2008...
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VIX 2006 to 2008
 
Looking back, it seems so obvious.
 
So why aren't more people alarmed this time around?
 
As CNN is reporting, the VIX is up almost 20 percent so far in 2015...
 
 
Volatility has returned with a vengeance this January. The Dow has been moving up or down by at least 100 points nearly every day this year.
 
CNNMoney's Fear & Greed Index is showing signs of Extreme Fear again. And a volatility gauge known as the VIX, which is one of the components in our index, is up nearly 20% so far this year.
 
Meanwhile, there are lots of other signs of trouble on the horizon as well.
 
For example, the price of copper got absolutely hammered on Wednesday.  As I write this, it has fallen more than 5 percent and it has not been this low in more than five years.
 
In financial circles, it is referred to as "Dr. Copper" because it is such a valuable indicator regarding where the global economy is heading next.
 
For example, in 2008 the price of copper was close to $4.00 before plummeting to below $1.50 by the end of that year as the global financial system fell apart.
 
Now the price of copper is plunging again, and many analysts are becoming extremely concerned...
 
One growing global worry is the steep decline in copper, which is used in many products and is often viewed as good gauge on how China is doing. The price of copper hit its lowest price since 2009 on Wednesday at $2.46. Copper is down nearly 7% this week alone.
 
Meanwhile, the recession (some call it a depression) in Europe continues to get even worse, and the euro continues to plunge.
 
On Wednesday, the euro declined to the lowest level that we have seen in nine years, and Goldman Sachs is now saying that the euro and the U.S. dollar could be at parity by the end of next year.
 
That is amazing considering the fact that it took $1.60 to get one euro back in July 2008.
 
Personally, I am fully convinced that Goldman Sachs is right on this one.  I believe that the euro is going to all-time lows that we have never seen before, and this is going to create massive problems for the eurozone.
 
With all of these signs of trouble out there, the smart money is rapidly pulling their money out of stocks and putting it into government bonds.  This usually happens when a crisis is looming.  It is called a "flight to safety", and it pushes government bond yields down.
 
On Wednesday, the yield on 10 year U.S. Treasuries fell beneath the important 1.8 percent barrier.  We will probably see it go even lower in the months ahead.
 
As the rest of the world economy crumbles, the remainder of the globe is looking to America to be the rock in the storm.  For example, the following quote that I found today comes from a British news source...
 
'The global economy is running on a single engine... the American one,' the World Bank's chief economist, Kaushik Basu, said. 'This does not make for a rosy outlook for the world.'
 
Well, they may not want to rely on us too much, because there are plenty of signs that our economy is slowing down too.  For example, we learned today that December retail sales were down 0.9% from a year ago, and this is being called "an unmitigated disaster".  Americans were supposed to be taking the money that they were saving on gasoline and spending it, but that apparently is not happening.
 
Back on October 29th, I wrote an article entitled "From This Day Forward, We Will Watch How The Stock Market Performs Without The Fed's Monetary Heroin".  In that article, I warned that the end of quantitative easing could have dire consequences for the financial system as bubbles created by the Fed began to burst.
 
And that is precisely what is happening.  In fact, many analysts are now pinpointing the end of QE as the exact moment when our current troubles began.  For instance, check out this excerpt from a CNBC article that was published on Wednesday...
 
"Stuff happens when QE ends," said Peter Boockvar, chief market analyst at The Lindsey Group. "It's no coincidence that the market started going into a higher volatility mode, it's no coincidence that the decline in commodity prices accelerated, it's no coincidence that the yield curve started flattening when QE ended."
 
Indeed, the increase in volatility and its effect on prices across the capital market spectrum was closely tied to the Fed ending the third round of QE in October.
 
We are moving into a time of great danger for Wall Street and for the global economy as a whole.
 
If we continue to see a tremendous amount of volatility, history tells us that it is only a matter of time before the markets implode.
 
Hopefully you will be ready when that happens.
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Daily Jot: Is it what we have been waiting for? - Bill Wilson - www.dailyjot.com 
 
 
House Speaker John Boehner made a passionate plea against the occupant of the Oval Office using illegal authority to unilaterally change immigration law. The Speaker, in leading passage of several amendments to a Homeland Security funding bill, sought to reverse the "president's" intent to make lawbreakers citizens. Boehner's efforts passed by a 237 to 190 margin. The "president" says he will veto the bill, even if it means shutting down Homeland Security. His socialist Democratic Party members are outraged that Republicans would take a "full-force assault on immigrants," as put by Progressive Caucus (translate: Communist) member, Sheila Jackson Lee. A showdown is eminent. 
 
Now you will have all the scare tactics, fear mongering and race baiting coming out of the rich Capital Hill woodwork. The Progressive Caucus (named so because it is politically incorrect to have a caucus named the Communist Caucus) wants anarchy to undermine the country, hence allowing illegal aliens--people who started their journey in the United States by breaking the law--to become citizens. This is also the "president's" position. At the same time, when they have repeatedly claimed that Islam is a "peaceful religion," they are now saying that Islamic terrorist attacks like the one in France make it even more important to fund Homeland Security. 
 
There is a double edge to this sword. Homeland Security is a huge bureaucracy dealing with the problem of Islamic terrorism in the US. It's approach is to spy on all of us, to oppress all of us, to police all of us in order to keep a handful of Islamists from killing us. At the same time, the "president" has prevented Homeland Security from enforcing border security laws, thus allowing an untold number of Islamic terrorists to cross into the US undetected. What appears to limit Homeland Security's mission is the politically-correct notion that it cannot profile or target Islamists or other communist malcontents in its efforts to fight terrorism. The Progressives are happy with both edges of the sword. It suits their goals. 
 
Boehner has set a path for compromise and the opposition is digging in. Americans gave an overwhelming victory to Republicans during the last election to oppose this "president" and effectively repeal much of what has been done to ruin this country during his time in office. That means results. Boehner is not proven until he is successful. Trying isn't doing. There are more fronts to attack--legal, criminal, civil--this "president" has violated the Constitution with impunity and all avenues should be employed to hold him accountable. Just as the servant who buried the talent instead of multiplying it. Jesus said in Matthew 25:30, "And cast ye the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness." These leaders govern by the consent of the people. Accountability begins in our house.
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Daily Devotion: How Backsliding Starts - Greg Laurie - www.harvest.org 
 
 
Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News. -Philippians 1:27
 
Stop and think for a moment about people who backslide spiritually. It doesn't happen overnight. You don't call up your mature Christian friend and say, "Hey, dude. Want to backslide? Seriously? Pick you up at 7:00."
 
There might be some foolish person out there who has done that, but generally this isn't the case. Backsliding usually starts with tolerating something that is sinful, something you never would have gone near before, but now you accept. You sort of put up with it and maybe even play around with it, thinking, Oh, it isn't going to hurt me. I am so strong. I have walked with the Lord all of these years. I have memorized so many Bible verses.
 
Don't think you can't still fall.
 
Have you ever seen a baby rattlesnake? They have their little fangs and their little tails and their little rattles. It could actually look cute if you are into that sort of thing. But then it bites you. And the venom of a baby rattlesnake is more potent than that of an adult rattlesnake. 
 
In the same way, backsliding starts with accommodating. You sort of turn a blind eye to something. Then you give in to it and legitimize it. And then you start making excuses for it and defending it. The next thing you know, you embrace it as a normal lifestyle. But that is not the behavior of a real saint, of a real follower of Jesus.
 
If you want to finish well in the race of life and live joyfully, if you want God to complete the work He has begun in you, then you need to press on as a follower of Christ. He will give you the strength to do it. But you need to ask for that strength every day.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs115/1111272225814/img/5.jpg]  
If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: How Do We Judge - Ron and Nathele Graham - www.straitandnarrowministry.com 
 
 
Many issues face Christians today and if we aren't solidly grounded in God's word these issues can cause us to question right and wrong. Our government and entertainment industry both choose to condone things that are sin in the sight of God. The Christian who doesn't study the Bible and apply it to life may believe these worldly people over God's eternal word. If a Christian takes offense at the filth and sin embraced by much of the world we are called "holier than thou" and mocked. If we take a stand for God's truth we are accused of being judgmental, and even if our accusers don't know any other Scripture they throw out "Judge not, that ye be not judged." Matthew 7:1. Those who live according to worldly standards seem to think a Christian should accept everything without "judging", but is that what Jesus meant when He said "judge not"? Absolutely not. Later in this same passage of Scripture He says "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?" Matthew 7:15-16. Unless we use judgment how can we "beware" of anything? 
 
Scripture is our guide in judging actions; it is God's direction for our life, not human ideas. "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." John 7:24.The Greek word for judge is "krino". According to Vine's Expository Dictionary, in this verse it means "to form an opinion". This is what Jesus meant when He said "judge with righteous judgment". We are to form our opinions based upon righteous judgments, and a Christian's righteousness comes from Jesus. The unbiblical actions of individuals need to be discerned and turned away from. In Matthew 7:1 above, this same Greek word is used, but the context means "to assume the office of a judge". Assuming the office of a judge and condemning a person based upon human terms is very different than forming an opinion based on God's word. In the Christian community today it seems that we are so worried about not "condemning" that we forget to "judge with righteous judgment". If we look at the world through the lens of the Bible we can navigate our lives on earth much more responsibly and judge with righteous judgment. 
 
"Thou shalt not kill" Exodus 20:13. This is translated from the Hebrew word "ratsach" and refers to a premeditated act, such as abortion. News headlines are filled with the horrors of suicide bombings, school shootings, and terrorist attacks. We shake our heads and wonder how people can be so cruel. Yet we seem to accept abortion as no big deal. In judging this deplorable act we need to use all the righteous judgment we have available to us through Jesus Christ. Life begins at the moment of conception, but God knew that little person long before that moment. "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." Jeremiah 1:5. God said this to Jeremiah. Before Jeremiah was conceived in his mother's womb God knew him and knew he would be a prophet. What wonders does God know about your child? Scripture tells us that God knew that child before conception. "Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward." Psalm 127:3. If you are a doctor who performs an abortion or a mother who wants to have an abortion, or has already had one, remember that God is willing to forgive. There is no sin you can commit that He won't forgive if you earnestly repent. In judging this act, Christians must remember not to assume the office of judge, that is God's place not ours. It is our place to guide those who have participated in this sin to find forgiveness through Jesus. Don't condone this act or be a part of it. Your firm stance on God's word just may help to save a child's life and also bring the mother to understand the love and forgiveness that comes from truly repenting and turning to Jesus.
 
A closely related evil is fornication. Basically, fornication is any sexual act outside of a one man/one woman marriage. The relationship between a husband and wife was instituted in the Garden of Eden and is used as a model of the relationship between Christ and His ekklesia (the called out Body of Christ). "And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh." Genesis 2:23-24. Today the entertainment industry sees nothing wrong with casual sexual relations; movies and music make it seem acceptable. Even public schools teach children about this, but instead of teaching abstinence they teach children that it is acceptable for them to do whatever they want. I know a sex education teacher who had no problem teaching children government approved materials, but when her daughter was to take the class the girl was taken out of public school and homeschooled. It seems it was fine for the mother to teach other children this ungodly material, but she would not allow her own daughter to learn it. God's word teaches us that sexual relations are only to be within a marriage. Because this beautiful relationship between a husband and wife has been perverted by humans we have many forms of sexually transmitted disease and children who are conceived then aborted. Many who claim to be Christians participate in fornication and seem to see nothing wrong in it. God's word tells us otherwise. "Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge." Hebrews 13:4. Note that "God will judge". When a woman was caught in adultery and brought before Christ for condemnation, our Lord showed love and forgiveness. The accusers became the accused and left without stoning the woman. Jesus told the woman to go her way but stop participating in this sin. Instead of judging and condemning these deplorable acts, Christians are to help someone out of their sin and into a relationship with Christ. If you claim to be a Christian and are among the "whoremongers and adulterers", ask God to forgive you, then stop the sin. Don't accept fornication as just the way of life. Judge the sinful act, but lead the participant away from sin and to Christ.
 
Our government also condones homosexuality, which is an abomination to God. No matter how hard they try to make it seem "normal" it is not. "Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination. Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion. Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: Leviticus 18:22-24. God judges nations because of homosexuality and all sexual perversions. This is not an obscure passage of Scripture, but a truth seen throughout the entirety of Scripture. "Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet." Romans 1:24-27. Too many professing Christians say that society has changed and they consider these verses to be obsolete. Scripture says "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever." Hebrews 13:8. In other words, Jesus never changes and He never changes His mind about how these scripture verses are to be interpreted even by our current generation. As with all sin, it is God who judges and punishes, but we are to base our judgment on Scripture and not condone or participate in this lifestyle.
 
There is much wickedness in the world. Wickedness and evil is all promoted by Satan and designed to turn people away from God. Music and movies are huge promoters of wickedness. The lyrics to many songs promote Satanic rituals and sinful acts.  Many movies are made that are designed to invoke sympathy for the bad guy, making evil seem good. Christians don't want to be accused of being closed minded or judgmental, but our silence screams approval. "Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house." Proverbs 17:13. It is not judging to turn off the TV or to turn off music that promotes evil. There are many young people raised in Christian homes who are rebelling and the parents cannot understand why. Yet, those same parents have called evil good by not standing against wickedness by allowing songs and movies into their home. "He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the LORD." Proverbs 17:15. If you don't use righteous judgment to recognize wickedness you are no different than a person who mocks God's truth. "The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he loveth him that followeth after righteousness." Proverbs 15:9. Let God judge wickedness, but use His word to pursue righteousness. 
 
Do you take God's word seriously? If you do then you will always stand up for our Savior and Lord. It won't matter if people condemn your biblical stance and call you judgmental. God's truth is the only measuring line for our lives and nothing else should matter. Using Scriptures as a guide for what is acceptable behavior is not condemning anyone for their actions, but it is forming a godly opinion. As Christians we should feel compelled to share God's ways with others and bring them to a relationship with Christ as their Savior. Be careful, though. You need to be sure to get the beam out of your own eye before pointing out another person's sin. "For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye." Matthew 7:2-5. As you search Scripture to find how to judge evil and good, you need to apply it to your own life. Be sure that when you look in a mirror you see Christ reflected there. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 2 Timothy 3:16-17. We all fall short of perfection and we all need to study Scripture and correct our own sin. Then we will be better able to help others out of their sin. 
 
As the world draws closer to the final days, evil will increase and grow stronger. Don't be afraid to judge, or form an opinion about, what God says is sin and stand against it. Many people would rather live in darkness than come out into the light. "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them," 2 Corinthians 4:3-4. If someone accuses you of being "holier than thou", smile and take the compliment. If you stand firm on God's word the mockers will have been made aware of their wrongdoing. Take every opportunity to share the Gospel with others. Tell them of God's love and forgiveness. You may just open the way for a lost soul to avoid God's final and eternal judgment.
 
God bless you all,
 
Ron and Nathele Graham
twotug@embarqmail.com
www.straitandnarrowministry.com
ron@straitandnarrowministry.com
 
Previous commentaries archived at http://www.raptureready.com/featured/graham/graham.html
 
All original scripture is "theopneustos" - God breathed.
This commentary was started by Ron Graham before his death on March 14, 2013, and finished by his wife, Nathele Graham.
 
If you would like to be on my mailing list to receive the commentaries, just drop me an email and let me know.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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