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	1/18/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Hamas, PA hail ICC probe into Israeli-Palestinian conflict
Ya'alon: ICC should probe Palestinian terror groups, not Israel
Palestinians preparing lawsuits against Israeli leaders who ordered destruction of Gaza homes 
IDF legal division rejects ICC plan for 'war crimes' investigation
Israel lobbies foreign powers to cut ICC funding
Short of invading The Hague, not much US can do to thwart ICC probe of Israel
Japan's PM Abe to arrive in Israel on Sunday as part of regional tour 
Japan pledges $2.5bn to Arab states to help fight IS, cope with refugees
Belgium boosts security at Jewish sites, embassies to guard against attacks
British PM: The idea that Jews feel unsafe is sickening
'Down with France' shout anti-Charlie Hebdo protesters as 5 die in escalating violence in Niger
Charlie Hebdo: 'Islamist cyber attacks' hit France
Piers Morgan: Pope's Comments 'Endorse Violence' Against Satirists
Terror suspects held in Greece as European crackdown widens
Kurds battle Assad's forces in Syria, opening new front in civil war
Islamic State frees around 350 Yazidi captives in norther Iraq
Islamic State group reportedly throws homosexual off roof as punishment
Report: 3,000 in Turkey Linked to ISIS
Islamic radicals 'plotting to target Germany anti-Islamisation marches'
Morocco says it breaks up militant cell recruiting for ISIS
Shia Gunmen abduct Yemeni official in bid to derail new constitution
Islamists attack UN base in Mali, killing peacekeeper 
Cache of 'jihad meth' seized in West Bank 
US ex-officials to meet with North Korean nuclear chief amid standoff
"Russian Invasion Survival Manual" To Be Issued To Citizens In European Union
Greek elections: Syriza's young radicals plot a political earthquake for Europe 
Euro zone ponders yet another Greek bailout
Unfolding Greek Euro Tragedy Could Be Perilous For Germany
Oil plunges again in volatile week
5.8 magnitude earthquake hits near Semisopochnoi Island, Alaska 
5.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Tual, Indonesia 
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Yacuiba, Bolivia 
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Biga, Philippines 
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Tondano, Indonesia 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Severomuysk, Russia 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Chichi-shima, Japan 
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Valparaiso, Chile 
4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland 
Shiveluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
Popocatepetl volcano in Mexico erupts to 19,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 18,000ft
Soputan volcano in Indonesia erupts to 18,000ft
Pope cuts trip to typhoon-hit Philippine city due to impending storm
Worst smog of the year leaves Beijing choking as US embassy's air quality reading hits 545
California measles outbreak expands to 51 cases; more likely
Johnson & Johnson Receives $115 Million Grant to Speed Up Ebola Vaccine
Will the LGBT Movement Evolve Into Transhumanism?
Catholic Priest Says Homosexuality Is Gift From God, And That The Bible Is Not The Word Of God
Mother charged with setting baby on fire in N.J. road
Police: 2 dead, 1 wounded in Melbourne Florida mall shooting
1/17/15


Liberman: Breakthrough on peace possible by end of year

Swedish FM: Israel irritating allies over Palestine recognition

ICC opens inquiry into possible war crimes committed by Israel, Palestinians

Netanyahu denounces ICC, says war crimes probe 'proves it is part of the problem'

US slams ICC over war crimes probe of Israel

IDF forecast for 2015: Middle East 'mess' will continue

'Attacks in the Golan Heights are a matter of time'

Hamas accuses Israel of violating terms of Schalit deal

Report: Egypt uncovers explosives-laden tunnel between Sinai and Gaza

French flag burned on Temple Mount in a large rally against Mohammad cartoons

Ankara mayor: Mossad behind Paris terror attacks

Turkish premier says Israeli 'provocations' radicalizing Muslim world

After Paris attacks, security being stepped up in British Jewish communities

Algerian police and protesters clash after anti-'Charlie Hebdo' march

Saudi Arabia's top clerical body condemns Prophet Mohammad cartoons in 'Charlie Hebdo'

Obama's America: Kerry Has James Taylor Sing to French Leaders to Make Up for US No-Show

As Europe Moves Aggressively Against Terrorism, New Challenges Emerge

German police tipped off that Islamists may target rail stations

Report: 20 sleeper cells operating in Europe

Dozens held across Europe in Islamist suspect sweeps

Obama: Europe must better integrate Muslims

Obama, Cameron vow to take on 'poisonous ideology' of radical Islam

Obama, Cameron reject calls for more Iran sanctions now

War threat on Iran "heightened" if nuclear talks fail, Obama warns

US senator says will push ahead with Iran sanctions bill

Argentine president accused of cover up over investigation into Iranian bombing of Jewish center

African Union may seek UN mandate for force to fight Boko Haram

Suicide bomber kills at least 6 in northeast Nigeria's Gombe

Churches torched, Christian-owned shops raided by Muslims in Niger

Middle East is most violent area in the world for Christians, report says

Gunmen, army clash in central Mali; at least 3 killed

Six Ukrainian soldiers killed, fighting rages at airport

EU Parliament calls Russia potential threat to EU

Visa waivers could help terrorists enter US, Homeland Security chief says

Obama amnesty to qualify 2 million illegal immigrants for tax breaks, benefits

25 states sue Obama over amnesty, but some states are silent

Venezuela's 'protest city' on edge as economic crisis worsens

Justice Department Kept Secret Telephone Database

Schumer Demands Federal Action After Drone Gets in Way of Landing Plane in New York

Being pestered by drones? Buy a drone-hunting drone

NASA live stream cuts out after alien UFO sighting, claims blogger

Our Solar System May Host More, Undiscovered Planets Beyond Pluto

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Bungahan, Philippines

5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Machala, Ecuador

5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kokopo, Papua New Guinea

5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Su'ao, Taiwan

4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland

4.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Cap-Chat, Canada

Connecticut officials coordinate earthquake preparation

Newly awakened Hunga Ha'apai volcano creates large new Tongan island

Zhupanovsky volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 21,000ft

Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 17,000ft

Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 16,500ft

Typhoon Mekkhala Brings Flooding Rains to Philippines Through Weekend

NOAA, NASA say 2014 warmest year on record

Ocean Life Faces Mass Extinction, Broad Study Says

Genetically modified wheat is in the works again, but are we ready for it?

Thailand to recognize 'third gender' in new constitution: panel

Obama administration to urge U.S. top court to legalize gay marriage nationwide

Woman pleads guilty in exorcism murders of 2 kids

'Boy Who Came Back From Heaven' actually didn't; books recalled
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Watchman Warning: Israel in the Crosshairs of the Middle East War Drums
1. Warning: Nations turning 'against Israel'
1. The Snubbing of Jewish Israel Continues
1. Barack Hussein Obama and God's Judgment Upon America
1. God's message to mockers
1. Featured Article: Will He Find Faith On The Earth?  
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Watchman Warning: Israel in the Crosshairs of the Middle East War Drums - Jim Nash - http://watchmansview.com/Commentary_-_Israel_in_the_Crosshairs_of_the_Middle_East_War_Drums.html
 
 
Clear prophetic signs of what time it is!!
 
 A Continuing Update (#19) to: "Is The Psalm 83 Confederacy (Islamic Caliphate) Surrounding Israel?" 
http://watchmansview.com/Commentary_-_Is_The_Psalm_83_Confederacy_%28Islamic_Caliphate%29_Surrounding_Israel.html  
 
"So you also, when you see all these things, know that it [He] is near - at the doors!  Matthew 24:33 ...to this end, consider this weeks select news below and the commentary which follows...
 
Nasrallah: Hezbollah prepared for war deep into Israel, beyond the Galilee 
 
"We have made all necessary preparations for a future war with Israel," Hezbollah chief says...Hezbollah is prepared for military intervention in Israel's Galilee and beyond, deeper into Israeli territory, said the group's leader Hassan Nasrallah.  "We have made all necessary preparations for a future war with Israel,"...Nasrallah said that Hezbollah has more types of weapons than Israel can imagine... http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Nasrallah-Hezbollah-prepared-for-war-deep-into-Israel-beyond-the-Galilee-387826 ..."We have made all necessary preparations for a future war with Israel" could that statement be any more prophetic!  Hezbollah, a terrorist organization and proxy of Iran, appears to be ramping up for a final war with Israel.  Hezbollah is part of the "inhabitants of Tyre" among the ten Arab populations spoken about in Psalm 83:6-8... Nasrallah needs to read the Bible (Psalm 83) as his plan does not end well for Hezbollah in this soon coming war of extermination.  The Psalm states that the immediate neighbors surrounding Israel, will launch such a war for the purpose of "wiping out Israel as a nation" (verse 4). The nations described are those with a common border with Israel today (verses 6-8).  Does Israel win? The rest of the psalm is a prayer for the victory of Israel (verses 9-18) and we know from Zechariah 12:6 that Israel will be like "a firepot among pieces of wood and a flaming torch among sheaves, so they will consume on the right hand and on the left all the surrounding peoples..."  ...Clear enough for me!
 
Hezbollah's firepower of 150,000 projectiles exceeds all European armies combined 
 
The IDF must be prepared for three principal security scenarios in the near future, former national security adviser Maj.- Gen. (res.) Yaakov Amidror has said, naming them as a large-scale ground war against Hezbollah in Lebanon, attrition against Hamas in Gaza, and the possibility of a military operation in Iran..."The strongest of them is Hezbollah, which was formed with a dual purpose in mind: It represents Iran's long reach in the area and against Israel, and it aims to control Lebanon.  Hezbollah most closely resembles an army, and its arsenal totals some 150,000 missiles and rockets, several thousand of which can target any area in Israel.  "This rare and substantial firepower even exceeds the firepower possessed by most of the European states combined," Additionally, Hezbollah is armed with surface-to-sea missiles, anti-aircraft missiles, drones and modern anti-tank missiles... http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/IDF-must-be-prepared-for-action-against-Hezbollah-Hamas-and-Iran-387794 ...Hezbollah is a VERY serious adversary on the northern border of Israel and would get the first call to all out war with Israel when Israel strikes Iran's area of ancient Elam.  Hezbollah is either going to need to be taken out by Israel just prior to the Jeremiah 49: 34-39 strike, or at the same time the strike occurs...my comments as to the end result for Hezbollah are posted in the prior article above...God's Word says it, I believe it!
 
Islamic State has Breached Saudi Borders
 
While the world's media focused on the events of Charlie Hebdo tragedy, it has simply ignored the terrorist attacks in the Middle East. Moreover, this very attacked has highlighted a major shift in the situation in the region, putting the primary strategic partner of the US in the Arab world - Saudi Arabia at risk.  Early on January 5 four ISIL militants crossed the border of Saudi Arabia in the Northern Province area.  During a shootout with the Saudi border patrol that broke out when the militants attacked a checkpoint, one of the terrorists was killed while the other detonated an explosive belt, killing three Saudi soldiers.  The attack on the border checkpoint near the town of Arar means that now ISIL has officialy started assaulting Saudi Arabia...things are looking grim for the Saudi authorities, given the fact that a total of 5 to 7 thousand Saudi citizens are fighting under the Islamic State banner... http://journal-neo.org/2015/01/14/rus-granitsy-islamskogo-gosudarstva-doshli-do-saudovskoj-aravii/ ...ISIS infiltrating yet another bordering State to Israel, which is involved in the Psalm 83 War...ISIS now has a presence in every single State and terrorist organization named in Psalm 83!! ...is their any doubt that "The Psalm 83 Confederacy (ISIS - Islamic Caliphate) is Surrounding Israel?" 
 
Up to 700 Turkish Nationals Have Joined Islamic State
 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said up to 700 Turkish nationals have joined the Islamic State (ISIS) terrorist organization, sounding the alarm over the risk of attacks inside Turkey if the terrorists return home...He added that Turkey had barred entry to around 7,250 people from abroad who were planning to join ISIS and said 1,160 would-be terrorists were deported...
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/190000#.VLg6Y4v5s9V
...clearly ISIS plan is to surround Israel with a united Islamic Caliphate with the end goal of "wiping out Israel as a nation"...Biblical prophecy being fulfilled in real time before our eyes! 
 
Wild Cheers For Proposed Invasion Of Israel From NATO Ally
 
Turkish and Palestinian flags fluttered like angry birds in a crowd of thousands of people chanting "Allahu Akbar!" and "Down with Israel!"..."God willing, we will liberate Jerusalem together."..."Know this, that strong Turkey is the strength of Palestine and of Jerusalem. Turkey is the strength that represents all Muslims." ...Turkey broke off its once-friendly relationship with Israel in 2010 and then Erdogan turned on his former ally, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.  Turkey has a double-edged policy toward ISIS as it plays both sides of the war against the Islamic State. Erdogan also supported the Muslim Brotherhood takeover of Egypt, a move that eventually backfired as the Brotherhood was later tossed out of power by Egypt's military..."The prime minister is the number-two man and he's shouting 'Allahu Akbar' to the idea of them leading an invasion of Israel and taking Jerusalem,"..."Now, if anyone is doubting an Islamic takeover and Turkey is now emerging as a radical Islamic nation and they have the largest army in the region then they have their head in the sand...
http://www.wnd.com/2014/12/nato-ally-encouraged-to-liberate-jerusalem/
...once strong allies, Turkey and Israel are now bitter rivals.  The Turkish president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, recently and very publically criticized Israel's PM Netanyahu for participating in the march of solidarity with other world leaders in Paris, saying that Israel had been "waging state terror" in Gaza. A top Israeli official fired back, calling Mr. Erdogan an "anti-Semitic bully."...This development of Turkey aligning itself with Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal, is a troubling sign, and Turkey's strengthening economic ties with Russia, leaves little room for doubting, its prophesied end time role, as part of Ezekiel 38,39 to destroy Israel.
 
Iran Building Missile Sites in Syria
 
Iranian military leaders admitted this week to building and operating missile-manufacturing plants in Syria, where it was also revealed that Tehran is helping to build a secret nuclear facility...Iran's Supreme Leader ordered forces to build and operate missile plants in Syria, where Iran continues to fight on behalf of embattled leader Bashar al-Assad, according to regional media reports...Iran's military actions in Syria could constitute a gross violation of sanctions on the regime enacted by the United Nations and Western powers... http://freebeacon.com/national-security/iran-building-missile-sites-in-syria/ ...this latest development could certainly be the impetus for the fulfillment of Isaiah 17
 
Russia Is Losing Control Over The European Gas
 
Russia has reportedly struck a deal with Turkey for a new pipleine in a move to regain leverage on Europe.  Oil isn't Russia's only problem.  The energy exporter is losing its dominance over the European gas market...Russia provided one-third of the natural gas that European countries relied on both for heating their homes and running industries. Because Russia played such a huge role in the gas market, it was able to command high prices... http://www.businessinsider.com/russia-losing-european-gas-2015-1  ...this move stems from the recent created drop in the price of oil - see "Did The Saudis And The US Collude In Dropping Oil Prices?" http://oilprice.com/Energy/Oil-Prices/Did-The-Saudis-And-The-US-Collude-In-Dropping-Oil-Prices.html  ...The last three articles above are concerning the Axis of the Gog Magog War (Russia, Turkey & Iran - the largest players in the War of Ezekiel 38, 39), and the likely "hook in the jaw" for Gog, Prince of Rosh is the very significant Oil and Gas reserves that Israel now possesses, and other very significant reserves they may control after the soon coming regional wars (i.e., Psalm 83...which may expand Israel's land mass back to the Abrahamic Covenant borders God promised Israel).  With Russia currently being squeezed by the U.S. and the Saudis, who are not only punishing its two rivals, Russia and Iran, for their support of Bashar al-Assad's regime in the Syrian civil war, but another reason may revolve around who controls the oil and gas in the Middle East, and thus the weakening of Russia, Iran and Syria by flooding the world market with cheap oil (as we are currently seeing)...make no mistake, the Russia Bear is awake and will roar! ...As a key ally of Syria, supplying Assad with billions in weaponry, ("Gog") Putin, along with Iran, has found himself targeted by the House of Saud. Putin's territorial ambitions in the Ukraine have also put him at odds with US President Barack Obama and leaders of the EU.  Iran needs $140 a barrel oil to balance its budget and Russian economy is totally reliant on high oil prices.  Putin is a master player in the chess game of energy politics - how long with this go on before Putin strikes back with a vengeance?  The likely scenario is that Israel will strike preemptively, or will be forced into multiple regional Wars (Psalms 83, Jeremiah 49, Isaiah 17 & 19, Ezekiel 35, Zephaniah 2:4-15, Zechariah 12:1-9) and with a massive Israeli victory (prophesied) will resulting in increasing its borders ( http://watchmansview.com/New_Israel_Borders.html ) - after a short period of time, living in peace and security, it sets the stage and becomes the impetus for Russia to "make an evil plan...to take plunder and to take booty" and lead the Ezekiel 38 & 39 War against Israel...It is not hard to see how all of this is going to play out - as we get closer to the day of our redemption, the light and lens of Scripture overlaying the headline news is making everything unknown, visible and very clear "for the light is making everything visible" Eph 5:14a ...do not doubt it, we are at the door-step of the fulfillment of these very significant prophetic events! 
 
The timing of all of this could also (possibly) be very interesting...
 
"And I will show wonders in the heavens, and in the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke.  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of Jehovah."  Joel 2:30 -31
 
"The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before that great and glorious Day of the Lord." Acts 2:20
 
The Jewish Talmud (book of tradition / Interpretation) says; "When the moon is in eclipse, it is a bad omen for Israel. If its face is as red as blood, (it is a sign that) the sword is coming to the world." Therefore: Lunar Eclipse = bad omen for the Jewish people and Israel; Blood Moon = sword coming; Solar Eclipse = bad omen for the world.
 
Every time a blood moon pattern has appeared on Jewish feast days a big event affects the nation of Israel...See this webpage for some excellent history on key events affecting Israel http://www.pray4zion.org/thecomingbloodmoons.html  (other comment from this page are indicated by * below), also see comments in our Blood Moon Tetrad page http://watchmansview.com/Blood_Moon_Tetrad.html 
 
NASA's website predicts a total solar eclipse will occur on the 20th of March 2015. The eclipse takes place on the Jewish New Year for KINGS which is 1st of Nissan of the Jewish Calendar. The Moon will block out the Sun's light and caste a shadow of darkness upon the Earth. The Jewish New Year solar eclipse will be followed only one month later by the Jewish Passover lunar eclipse when the Moon will appear as Red Blood on April 4th, 2015. Speculation is mounting regarding the close proximity of Solar and Lunar eclipses occurring on Jewish Holidays only a month apart and in the middle of a Tetrad sequence also occurring on Jewish Holidays. The Bible contain several warnings regarding the occurrence of solar and lunar eclipses together.
 
 Repeated calls by radical Muslims for a world-wide jihad are now heard everywhere - from Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Egypt, the Palestinian territories in Israel, and even from Muslim groups in London and France. The scene is set to launch a major attack against non-Islamic infidels (as was just experienced in France). The suicide bomb mentality of these terrorist Islamists has over and over demonstrated that they have a fanatical, religious-driven hatred for their enemies and will not hesitate to plunge the whole world into chaos! ...Israel still remains their most important target *
 
In Biblical prophecies there is a direct correlation between signs in heavenly bodies and distressing events happening on earth.... We are rapidly approaching (or we are in) the time of the fulfillment of these signs.
 
Mark 13:24 - 46, "But in those days the sun shall be darkened (eclipse) and the moon shall not give its light (eclipse) then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."
 
Note, it DOES NOT say ON that (or those) days the Son of man will come, like some like to speculate, however "then they shall see" likely AFTER at some point or maybe close to those events..."before the coming of the great and awesome day of Jehovah"  Joel 2:30 -31 and "before that great and glorious Day of the Lord" Acts 2:20
 
Yeshua (Jesus) told His disciples what would be the signs of the end of the age and some of them involved signs in the heavens he closes commanding them to 'watch' 4 times. To be a "Watcher, and observe what is happening in the heavens" relating to the Last Day, when "unusual signs" are seen in the heavens we watch, pray and record.
 
> "Does YHWH (Yahweh God) use the moon for signs?" Yes: Genesis 1:14, Luke 21:25.
 
> "Are Feasts relevant to Yahweh, and related to the moon?" Yes: Leviticus 23.
 
> "Are blood-red moons prophetic in Scripture?" Yes: Joel 2:10, 31; Acts 2:20; Revelations 6:12.
 
"Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen..." - Luke 21:36 Yeshua (Jesus) spoke those words after He warned us of many of the events that will happen in the end times. They are especially relevant to us today when we consider the volume of current headlines that are now fulfilling Bible prophecy at an absolutely amazing rate. *
 
The United States should have never taken its protection off Israel!. The US is slowly distancing itself from Israel while aiding her enemies. As the US is drawing away, Israel will soon find another protector, which will bring her real salvation, namely Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus Christ). The situation in the Middle East is extremely volatile, and at any given moment a massive regional war could break out.  Iran and Russia are using Syria to draw Israel into a war, and they may be successful. There are many indications, as pointed to in the articles this week above, that the tension between Israel and her Muslim neighbours are close to a breaking-point. Iran's president and religious leaders continually make calls for the complete annihilation of Israel and the world does not come to Israel's defense!  Iran's nuclear programme has been accelerated and they have armed Hezbollah in Lebanon to the teeth and now we hear of Iran building missile sites in Syria.
 
We have the withdrawing of the United States from the world scene, a weakened yet dangerous Syria, and Russian armies in the Ukraine and Middle East ready for war. It only takes one spark to get it all going! The next weeks and months are very important to see how all of these things play out in the Epicenter.  It could be very eventful... as the Middle East is absolutely lining up to Bible prophecy! *
 
All of this begs the question "Does anyone know what time it is?  Does anyone really care?"  The words to this rock and roll hit recorded by the band Chicago in January of 1969 comes to mind, when thinking about everything addressed above coupled with recent messages by Jonathan Cahn, best known for "The Harbinger" and "The Mystery of the Shemitah: The 3,000-Year-Old Mystery That Holds the Secret of America's Future."...God seems to be giving us warning after warning of what time it is and what we can expect - the year of the Shemitah, the year of the blood moons, and many other end time signs being fulfilled on a daily basis...Is anyone listening?  Note the hour glass and the clock face on our Home Page (www.WatchmansView.com) - Does anybody really know what time it is? Does anybody really care?  ...you can listen to Cahn's message delivered recently starting at (forward to) the 2:00 minute point in the video to the 6:25 minute mark ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSliWmZhLow ).
 
WAKE UP CHURCH!! "for the light is making everything visible. That is why it says, "Wake up, sleeper! Arise from the dead" Ephesians 5:14NASB  "Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed" Romans 13:11ESV
 
"Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the Day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near." Joel 2:1
 
"Encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near."  Hebrews 10:25b
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Warning: Nations turning 'against Israel' - http://www.wnd.com/2015/01/warning-nations-turning-against-israel/ 
 
 
'Satan is using men like puppets to effect his purposes'
 
The nations of the world are turning against Israel. But that's in accordance with ancient biblical prophecy, according to documentary filmmaker and New York Times bestselling author Joel Richardson.
 
"Satan is using men like puppets to effect his purposes, to thwart the plans of God," Richardson said. "And so it's not just in the radical Islamic community; it's throughout Europe. The nations are turning against Israel. They said it would never happen again. The Bible said it would happen again before the return of Jesus."
 
Richardson went on the radio show "Point of View" this week to discuss his blockbuster new documentary, "End Times Eyewitness,"  produced by WND Films. His work shows how ancient biblical prophecies signaling the return of the Messiah are being fulfilled.
 
The movie also was just named as an official selection for the 2015 Christian Worldview Film Festival.
 
Richardson is the bestselling author of "The Islamic Antichrist" and the author of the soon-to-be-published "When a Jew Rules the World."
 
One such prophecy Richardson discussed says that the nations will turn against Israel. Richardson told "Point of View" host Kerby Anderson it is clearly happening today, and the devil himself is behind it.
 
The Bible also speaks of an Antichrist who will rise up in the last days. Richardson said he believes the Antichrist will be a Muslim. In fact, the biblical description of the Antichrist closely resembles the Islamic Mahdi, who Muslims believe will come to rule the world before the Day of Judgment.
 
"When you look at the Islamic traditions concerning the Mahdi, he has many striking similarities to the biblical Antichrist," Richardson said. "They actually teach that he will rule the world specifically from the Temple Mount, exactly as the Bible says the Antichrist will set up his seat, in the seat of God on the Temple Mount, proclaiming himself as God."
 
Richardson interviewed global Christian leaders, pastors, theologians and missionaries for "End Times Eyewitness." He also featured testimonies from some of the most prominent Islamic scholars in the world and leading Jewish thinkers, including:
 
*Rabbi Yehuda Glick, the Temple activist shot in an assassination attempt;
*Adnan Oktar, the bestselling author in the Muslim world and host of a big TV show in Turkey, who is promoting the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem. He states the Muslim messianic "Mahdi" figure is alive and well on planet Earth and that he is in communication with angels about his imminent appearance to the world; and
*Sheik Ekrima Said Sabri, the son of the late and notorious grand mufti of Jerusalem, who explains the Islamic eschatological belief that Jesus will return to lead a caliphate and require Christians to convert to Islam.
 
Richardson said there are strong signs that the Antichrist will arise out of Turkey. He sees the current nationalistic frenzy in Turkey as evidence that the country may be living under the Antichrist already.
 
"I can't even convey to Americans the level of nationalism and nationalistic fervor that is emerging out of Turkey," Richardson said. "This desire to revive the glory days of the Ottoman Empire, and it's mingled with Islamism."
 
Muslims not only await the Mahdi but also believe Jesus Christ will return at the end of time. However, they believe he will come back as a Muslim who will tell Christians they've been following the wrong faith all along.
 
"And so in many ways, the Jesus of Islamic eschatology has many similarities to the biblical false prophet that's referenced in Revelation 13," Richardson said.
 
Richardson said Muslims take their prophecies very seriously.
 
"If we are simply tracking what's going on in the world, especially the Islamic world, which is supremely relevant to the nation of Israel, then we need to recognize how much the Islamic world is being guided by these prophecies and really how apocalyptic the Muslim world has become," he said.
 
According to Richardson, ISIS is fighting so passionately because it believes it is fulfilling Islamic end-times prophecy.
 
"ISIS is a thoroughly apocalyptically driven movement, and they believe these prophecies are guiding them," Richardson said. "They believe they're in the last days, and that's often why they have such a make-it-or-break-it fervor. This is the final game to them."
 
Richardson wants people to know that biblical prophecy is not all about misery. The Bible speaks of revivals in Egypt and Assyria, and Richardson said those may already be taking place.
 
Assyria is roughly the region that ISIS now controls. Richardson said the displaced peoples of that region are turning toward Christianity.
 
"From what I hear, there's revivals breaking out in the refugee camps, because they've seen the true face of Islam," he said. "And so despite all that ISIS is doing - and despite all that Satan is doing - the Lord raises up a standard as well."
 
Richardson said he also saw the Lord beginning to move the people of Egypt.
 
"When I was there with the Egyptian church, they were just ecstatic despite the difficulties, despite the persecution, at the things that the Lord was doing," he said. "Everybody, universally - I mean, they were happening that day that I was there. They said, 'We have never seen Muslims coming to faith like we have the past month.' And this was a year ago."
 
Richardson made clear that prophecy is not just about the end times and the earth's destruction. It can also help Christians share the gospel, the "good news."
 
"We need to recognize that biblical prophecy is not all doom and gloom," he said. "There's strategic information that we can gain from it as we are trying to fulfill our primary mandate, which is proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom."
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
Dear Reader / Supporter,

 
As our way of saying thanks for all you do, we are giving you 50% off all DVD orders, including bundles, from now to 2015. Just enter the following code when checking out, GIFT50, you can use this code as many times as you like, thank you!
 

 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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The Snubbing of Jewish Israel Continues - Alf Cengia - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=7971 
 
 
It's early 2015 and it is business as usual.
 
While Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attended the massive rally against terrorism in Paris last Sunday, the White House abstained. U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder was in Paris for anti-terrorism talks, but not sited at the rally. Presumably it didn't fit the Ferguson standard of importance.
 
John Kerry cited local commitments as an excuse. When asked about criticism of the Obama administration's lack of representation, he said Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland was there. According to Fox News, Nuland had, in fact, participated in a Washington march.
 
Was anyone really surprised?
 
The astute Palestinian Authority's Mahmoud Abbas was there. Fatah and Hamas even denounced the attack on Charlie Hebdo. But, as one writer has already noted, they were very careful not to denounce the attack on the Parisian Jewish supermarket. This is because:
 
"...Hamas believes that attacks against Jews are legitimate. Condemning the killing of Jews would have meant that Hamas would also have to denounce its own terror attacks against Jews in Israel." (Emphasis mine)
 
Benjamin Netanyahu is used to being marginalized by the White House yet his attendance was also a problem for Parisian officials. In a Facebook post, Caroline Glick cited a "hostile report" in which the French claimed that Netanyahu's marching "with other leaders would detract from the message of unity in the fight against terrorism."
 
How so, exactly?
 
Among other things, officials wouldn't allow him to board the same bus as the other world leaders. When he insisted, they made him wait outside where he was susceptible to any possible assassination attempt. Then they wanted to position him in a second row seat where he wouldn't be seen. Notwithstanding that, Netanyahu still managed to find his way to the front, along with Abbas.
 
This sort of disgusting behavior reminds me of my old school days. Nobody wanted to be seen hanging around with the unpopular kids, especially if the bullies disapproved. Nothing has changed.
 
While the Paris March organizers were miffed at Netanyahu's presence, Parisian Jews were elated. In one video you can hear them shouting at different stages, "Bibi! We Love You! Help Us!"
 
I love Bibi - however, what the Jews need is the Lord. It's just a shame that the Organization entrusted with the Gospel in this dispensation often does its very best to marginalize them.
 
During his visit to Israel, the normally diplomatically-inclined Pope Francis interrupted Netanyahu to correct him. Netanyahu had mentioned that Jesus spoke Hebrew, so the pope interjected, "Aramaic." Netanyahu correctly responded that Jesus spoke Aramaic, but that He knew Hebrew.
 
Don't be misled into thinking it a minor point. Aramaic is a Semitic language, related to Hebrew, Arabic and other languages. As such, it is considered to be inclusive - Hebrew is not. The pope was following the politically correct narrative that one should not emphasize Jesus as a Jew - rather, we should think of Him as a Palestinian.
 
That the pope was compelled to publicly correct Netanyahu highlights the ongoing and historical tensions between the church and Israel. In what some might regard as an over-reaction (I don't necessarily think so), Caroline Glick warned:
 
 
"Israelis and Jews around the world need to be aware of what is happening. Francis is leading the Catholic Church in a distressingly anti-Jewish direction."
 
Jewishness is being demonized, and by implication so is support for Israel. This was captured very well in a recent must-read article (The Sanballat Syndrome) which looked back into the Old Testament example of Nehemiah's struggle with Sanballat in his efforts to restore the Jewish people. It compared that struggle with what is occurring today:
 
"It is becoming increasingly widespread (even for some praying believers who believe in a biblical destiny for the Jewish people) to get worn down by the enemy regarding God's heart for His people and His land."
 
It also rightly added:
 
"Those who oppose the return of the Jewish people to their land, who call that process an injustice, and who attempt to mobilize political opposition against it - these people are walking in the way of Sanballat."
 
It's an indictment on Christianity that many would prefer that the Jew was absorbed into an amorphous Palestinian culture and identity. One of many examples of this bias is the outcry of some Christians against the growing yearning for a Jewish Temple. In contrast, these same people express no qualms about a Mosque on the Temple Mount which denies Christ's divinity.
 
Much of the popular analysis of the Charlie Hebdo incident has glossed over the targeting of Jews in Europe. Jews have been leaving France in droves long before the supermarket attack. This is the proverbial elephant in the room that many commentators avoid.
 
Jews are increasingly not wanted in Europe, yet are criticized for migrating to Israel. When BBC Director Daniel Cohen said he'd never felt uncomfortable living in England as he had in the past year, one media article took him to task. Cohen was accused of having 'Zionist" biases, while his concerns were downplayed.
 
When one digs further into the nature of the website that produced the article, one understands what drives these prejudiced remarks. But Cohen isn't exactly alone. A recent study arrived at the conclusion that the majority of British Jews feel they have no future in the U.K.
 
It's hypocritical of world leaders go out of their way to defend the honor of Islam and the Qur'an (as the pope did recently) and yet shun Israel. And, predictably, some nutcases have already found ways to implicate Israel in the Paris attack. These should be treated with the disdain they deserve.
 
Speaking of hypocrisy, some have asked - if there had only been an attack on the Kosher Supermarket, would millions have marched? And as a friend rightly pointed out - where were the marches for the slaughtered Nigerians? These are reasonable questions.
 
As for Israel, we know how it will eventually end up:
 
Therefore your gates [Israel] shall be open continually; They shall not be shut day or night, That men may bring to you the wealth of the Gentiles, And their kings in procession. For the nation and kingdom which will not serve you shall perish, And those nations shall be utterly ruined. Isaiah 60:11-12
 
Note well that I didn't say it - God did!
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Barack Hussein Obama and God's Judgment Upon America - By Geri Ungurean - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/ungurean31.html 
 
    
"And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."
 
Back in early 2008, I got busy - determined to find out everything I could about Obama.  I read things that alarmed me.  The more I read, the more questions I had, and the more alarmed I became.
 
I first saw this man when he was the keynote speaker at the Democratic National Convention in 2004.  I had never before heard my sons talk about politics until that night. It was like a spell was cast over them. They talked about the articulate and "mind blowing" guy they heard speak at the DNC.  My stomach turned and my heart sunk to think that my boys were being sucked into liberalism.  Why did that happen? It happened because BHO had been groomed and primed for that night; his coming out of sorts, who was to become the darling of the youth. 
 
BHO and friends
 
I immediately found that he was a Soros puppet. No real news there.  I began to read about his friends.  Former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich: Sentenced to 14 years in prison for political corruption was one of his Chicago buds. 
 
 Tony Rezko was another BHO bud. He was sentenced to 10 and a half years for corruption and kickbacks. Oh, and there was the unrepentant home grown terrorist, Bill Ayers. BHO denied any meaningful association or friendship with Ayers. 
 
John Adams once said:
 
"Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passions, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence."
 
Breitbart News reported:
 
"As a presidential candidate in 2008, Barack Obama disavowed any connection with former domestic terrorist Bill Ayers, the Weather Underground radical who was one of Obama's early backers and his colleague on the board of the Woods Fund in Chicago. We now have proof that Obama's association with Ayers continued even after Obama had been elected to represent Illinois in the U.S. Senate-in the form of a now-scrubbed blog post placing Obama at the home of Ayers and his wife, fellow radical Bernardine Dohrn, on July 4, 2005."
 
Church Life
 
And then there was Reverend Wright - the gift that just kept on giving to our conservative side.
 
With his fiery Black Liberation theology sermons, deeply rooted in Marxism, and his "America's chickens are comin' home to roost" taunts at our nation, it looked like there might be trouble in River City for a while. But like everything else in BO's life, it just seemed to go away.
 
Planned Parenthood 
 
Then there was his passionate association with Planned Parenthood.  I remember watching videos of him addressing this godless organization, and he was laughing and joking around about keeping abortion (the murder of babies) available on demand.  He said "I know you guys out there like that, huh?"  Then a big round of applause.  I felt sick watching that. It was like I was watching the devil himself.
 
No friend to Israel
 
I found out through many reliable sources, that BHO was no friend to Israel. I seriously do not know what is wrong with my own people, but they vote for Democrats - no matter what. Before the election in 2008, I emailed compelling evidence that this man would not support Israel if he became our president, to many Rabbis across the nation. The responses I received were unreal. Most of them said that I didn't know what I was talking about, and that Obama loved Israel. And most of the Jewish people STILL voted for him in 2012!
 
Socialist or not?
 
I was curious to know about his life in Chicago as a State Senator. I happened upon a website for the Chicago Democratic Socialist Party of America. As I dug into that site, I saw that they had propped BHO up during his run for Senator. I saw that he was honored at dinners there.  It made me physically sick.
 
My husband and I belonged to a predominantly black church in our area. The head pastor was black and a little over half of the congregation was as well. The preaching was wonderful and the worship was amazing. We went to prayer meetings there on Wednesday evenings. I was naive enough to think that these black Christians surely saw through BHO. But I was wrong. The head pastor was a big Obama fan, and so were the rest of the black members. 
 
I called the pastor after I found an interview that he had done online, talking about how great it would be to finally have a black man as president. I confronted him about this, and asked him if he knew Obama's track record on voting regarding abortion, and his association with Planned Parenthood. The pastor accused me of "Being one of those white people who think that Obama is the Antichrist."  We left and never looked back.
 
I remember the night of the 2008 election. I remember sitting in a chair, almost frozen. It was a combination of grief and disbelief and anger and profound sadness.  It was that night that I realized that Obama was God's judgment against America. I wept and I prayed.
 
Apologizing to the World
 
Then came the apology tour to Muslim nations.  He was going around the world as if his mission was to destroy the image America had held in the world for such a long time. We're not perfect, but there is no better country in which to live.
 
We don't know much about this man who lives in the People's House. We do know that he was raised in Muslim schools. We've seen pictures of him bowing to a Saudi Prince. He said in his book Audacity of Hope:
 
 "I will stand with the Muslims should the political winds shift in an ugly direction." The quote comes from page 261 of the paperback edition of "The Audacity of Hope."
 
Hatred of Netanyahu
 
BHO's treatment of Bibi Netanyahu has been hard to watch. After instructing Bibi to go back to pre 1967 borders which would endanger the lives of Israelis, Bibi schooled BHO on why this would NOT be good for his people.  The disdain for Netanyahu was so thick, that one night BHO just left him in a room in the White House, while he went and had dinner. I was so embarrassed that night. I could feel the hatred that BHO had for Israel and her leader. 
 
Netanyahu warned both our Congress and the U.N. that Iran was close to having nuclear capabilities.  BHO has done everything in his power to allow Iran to continue in their quest to become a nuclear power.  
 
Muslim Brotherhood Buddies
 
Obama placed members of the Muslim Brotherhood in sensitive and key positions in his administration. He placed Mohamed Elibiary in a high position in our Homeland Security Department in 2011.  He was removed from that position in 2014. There is not much known why this man was fired.  Now, Elibiary is supposedly working in Texas to secure our border. REALLY? A Muslim Brotherhood member taking care of our border. Talk about the fox guarding the henhouse!!
 
Obama does NOT like calling terrorist attacks "Terrorist Attacks" instead of violence or workplace violence, even though the perpetrators yell out "Allah Akbar."  When speaking of ISIS, Obama invariably calls them ISIL. This is because the "L" at the end of ISIL stands for the Levant - an area of Arabic nations, but the Levant includes Israel too - as in "Wiping Israel off the map." He instructs his staff to say ISIL as well.  
 
Everything BHO does is calculated. I hear people say that he has no experience for this job as President. What they don't understand is that he DOES have experience for what his mission is about. Trust me; it's NOT about leading our nation. It is about fundamentally transforming America into a Socialist nation and dramatically weakening us on the world stage. We are no longer the America we once knew and cherished. It is truly a tragedy.
 
He stood in front of the very wicked U.N. and said this:
 
"The future must not belong to those who slander the prophet of Islam." Does this not speak volumes? There is no doubt in my mind that this man is a Muslim.
 
Class warfare and Racism
 
These past years have seemed at times like a nightmare. BHO has stirred up class warfare. He has made racism worse than it has been in decades. His friends are communists, gay rights advocates or members of the Muslim Brotherhood. He is not respectful of our military, and has fired untold numbers of Generals. I read that his litmus test for Generals is whether they would shoot on the American people if so ordered. I hope that is not true, but at this point, I believe it.
 
God's Judgment
 
We should have seen the judgment coming. We tossed God out of our schools. We allowed the slaughter of millions of innocent babies. Marriage, which is defined in the Bible as between one woman and one man, was deemed too old fashioned, and gay marriage is allowed in many of our States. Truth is now relative. No absolute truth anymore. HOW could God NOT bring his righteous Judgment against us? 
 
I wish I could say that I'm optimistic about America's future. I am not.  I listened to Jan Markell (Olive Tree Ministries) speak about which Presidents cursed Israel and which blessed her.  I listened as she reminded us about what blessing Israel brings, and what cursing her brings. As I listened to Jan, I was astounded at certain Presidents and their anti-Semitism, but also delighted to know that a few of our leaders did love Israel. A DVD of her presentation is available from Olive Tree website.
 
The one thing that keeps me sane is this: GOD is in control. NOTHING surprises Him. He places kings on their thrones and He dethrones them as well. It is ALL in His hand.  All of his Prophetic Word will be fulfilled. We Christians look forward to His glorious appearing, when He comes to catch us up to Himself in the clouds, and we will be forever with Him.  How wonderful is that?
 
So, Barack Hussein Obama was part of God's plan to accomplish His Prophetic Word. It has not been pleasant, but trusting in our Glorious Lord - that He knows what He is doing is how the Christian should look back on this dark time in our country. 
 
I hope and pray that our Father tells His Son Jesus that it's time to get us very soon. Don't you?
 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)
 
 "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
 
Shalom b'Yeshua
 
Grandmageri422@gmail.com
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God's message to mockers - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/01/gods-message-to-mockers/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie explains nature of Belshazzar's futile defiance
 
Although it's true that God is unbelievably patient and longsuffering toward us, there comes a moment when enough is enough, when the hammer drops, when the line is drawn, when the judgment is made.
 
Belshazzar was a man who thought he could openly and continually defy - and even mock - God and not pay a price. He was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, who was the most powerful man on earth in his day. There was no individual more famous and more wealthy than Nebuchadnezzar. He had everything going for him.
 
God had sent the prophet Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar, telling him that he needed to get his life right with God. But Nebuchadnezzar disregarded that and went on his way, doing what he wanted to do. So God's judgment came upon him. But during that time of judgment, Nebuchadnezzar came to his senses and then used his considerable position as the king to send out a decree telling all the subjects in his realm that he was now a believer in the true God.
 
About a year later, Nebuchadnezzar died, and sometime afterward, his descendant Belshazzar was ruling in his place. I believe that Belshazzar had been taught the things of God because the prophet Daniel said to him, "But you, Belshazzar ... have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this" (Daniel 5:22 NIV, emphasis added). Belshazzar had heard about God. He had heard what was true. But he went out of his way to defy those standards.
 
The Bible warns, "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life" (Galatians 6:7-8 NIV).
 
The J.B. Phillips translation puts it this way: "Don't be under any illusion: you cannot make a fool of God! A man's harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows. If he sows for his own lower nature his harvest will be the decay and death of his own nature. But if he sows for the Spirit he will reap the harvest of everlasting life by that Spirit."
 
Although Belshazzar's grandfather was a great believer, Belshazzar had no interest in God and no interest in spiritual truth. He was young. He was powerful. He was the king - and no one was going to tell him how to live.
 
But one night Belshazzar not only went out of his way to mock God, but apparently challenged the living God to a fight.
 
It wasn't enough that he and his nobles were drunk. It wasn't enough that his wives and concubines had been brought in. But he said, in effect, "I have an idea. Let's go and get those cups that the Jews used in their celebration and worship of God. Let's fill them with wine and then toast our false gods. That would really be fun." So they brought in these vessels and began to mock God.
 
What a fool this young king was, because outside the walls of Babylon at that very moment were King Cyrus of Persia and his military forces.
 
Now, Babylon was an incredible city, surrounded by 87-foot-thick walls that stood 350 feet high, with 250 watchtowers. The walls were large enough for six chariots to ride abreast around the circumference of the city. Surrounded by those massive walls with all of those watchtowers and all of the military at his beck and call, Belshazzar must have felt safe.
 
Ironically, according to a historical account, his father was out on the battlefield facing off with Cyrus and his forces. You would think that Belshazzar would have been assisting his father. You would think that he would have been doing what he could to hold the city. But instead, he basically said, "Who cares about Dad out there on the battlefield? Let's party!"
 
Adding to this is another interesting fact. God's prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah had specifically foretold the destruction of Babylon. Yet Belshazzar was oblivious to it all.
 
Belshazzar wasn't satisfied to just sin. He had to really sin. He had to push it as far as he could until he saw the handwriting on the wall. And because Belshazzar couldn't read the handwriting, the prophet Daniel was called in to interpret it for him. He recounted to Belshazzar the dramatic story of his grandfather's conversion. But then he said, "You are his successor, O Belshazzar, and you knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself. For you have proudly defied the Lord of heaven and have had these cups from his Temple brought before you. You and your nobles and your wives and concubines have been drinking wine from them while praising gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone - gods that neither see nor hear nor know anything at all. But you have not honored the God who gives you the breath of life and controls your destiny!" (Daniel 5:22-23 NLT)
 
What a statement. How gutsy. How bold. Belshazzar knew better. Daniel was saying, "You knew this, and you sinned in spite of that fact. Here is what your real sin is: God gave you the very breath you are drawing right now, but you have not glorified him."
 
The Bible concludes the story of Belshazzar with this: "That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two" (verses 30-31 NIV).
 
The modern world has its own Belshazzars who mock God, laugh at his standards, and rebel against him - and they die bitter deaths after lonely lives. And then there are those who wise up, and instead of fighting with God, they realize that he loves them. Instead of running from God, they run to Him.
 
Those who mock God, those who make a joke out of these things and laugh at Christians and their beliefs should know this: God is not mocked. Many people have tried. And like Belshazzar, they have failed.
 
There is a last night for everyone ... a last meal ... a last statement ... a last breath - and then eternity.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/
 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Will He Find Faith On The Earth? - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/spiritual-life/will-he-find-faith-on-the-earth/ 
 
 
I've studied what the Bible says about healing for years and years, and two things remain clear to me.  One is that Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8).   Another is He said anyone with faith in Him would do the things He did (John 14:12).  But the results we're experiencing in much of the Western Church today are far different from those attributed to Him in the Bible.  A logical mind can only conclude that something has changed.  Since it can't be Him, that leaves only us.
 
I've concluded that many of us have formed our opinions about healing either from hearsay or personal observation rather than God's word, while the Bible tells us to live by faith and not by sight (2 Cor 5:7).  To prove my point, count the number of times when you've personally witnessed someone being healed. Not heard about, but personally witnessed. If you're like most people you won't know of very many, maybe not any.
 
Maybe we don't see people being healed because we no longer expect to.  Somewhere along the way there's been a disconnect to the point where many believers are convinced that without giving us any warning God simply stopped healing people.  Some of those who promote this idea say it happened once the New Testament had been compiled. They base this on 1 Cor. 13:8-10 which says in part,
 
"where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears."
 
The Greek word for perfection in this passage also means complete, so they interpret what Paul wrote to mean that once the New Testament was complete, the gifts of the Spirit ceased.  The problem I have with this interpretation is that it never appeared anywhere in the Church record until about 1900 AD when it was used as a rebuttal against the appearance of Spiritual gifts in the Pentecostal movement.  Many protestant denominations (those where Spiritual gifts are not in evidence) hold this view today.  It should not surprise us that supernatural healing does not occur in those denominations.
 
Then there are believers who call themselves mid-Acts dispensationalists.  They assert that healing and other Spiritual gifts were signs to the Jews that Gentiles could receive the Holy Spirit, and as soon as Israel was officially set aside and the gospel went to the Gentiles these signs ceased. They say the epistle of James, which contains the most direct promise of healing through prayer anywhere in the New testament (James 5:14-16), was not intended for us today but was written only to Jewish believers in the early days of the Church.  Some of these folks hedge their bets by assuring us that God can heal people and sometimes does, so we can still pray for healing.  But we shouldn't be surprised it it doesn't happen. Our healing may not come until the resurrection.  At least they leave the door open for God to heal someone if He decides to.
 
Got Faith?
 
Many of us think all believers have great faith, so if we don't see anyone being healed it must be that the Lord no longer heals people. But we only have those around us with which to compare ourselves, and maybe today's average person's faith is not as strong as we think.  For example, do you know anybody alive today whose faith could qualify them for inclusion in Hebrews 11, called "The Hall of Faith" by many?
 
Here are a few who did qualify so you can see the standard. Abraham agreed to sacrifice his son, even though God's promise to him had not come true. He reasoned that God would raise Isaac from the dead rather than break His promise.  Elijah challenged the 400 priests of Baal to a public test of faith before a crowd of thousands.  As an old man Daniel faced the lions all night long as they got hungrier by the minute. According to tradition, John preached the Gospel while being lowered into a cauldron of boiling oil, and then kept on preaching while it bubbled away around him. Paul walked into city after city knowing that he would likely be beaten severely enough to require supernatural healing before he left. Could even our most successful "men of God" pull off anything like that today? Name the mega pastor, Christian author, or televangelist whose work would qualify them if Hebrews 11 was being written today. Now think of the growing number of pastors who won't give an altar call to their own congregation for fear of offending someone!
 
Do you suppose Jesus was looking at mankind's steadily weakening faith between His day and ours when He asked, "When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8).  Faith grows from a day by day dependence on God to fulfill his promises to us. We've had things so good for so long that we haven't needed even a faith the size of a mustard seed to prosper.
 
Here's How It All Began
 
When preparing the Children of Israel for entry into the promised land, God had Moses tell them these things.
 
He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your womb, the crops of your land-your grain, new wine and oil-the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks in the land that he swore to your forefathers to give you. You will be blessed more than any other people; none of your men or women will be childless, nor any of your livestock without young. The LORD will keep you free from every disease. He will not inflict on you the horrible diseases you knew in Egypt, but he will inflict them on all who hate you. (Deut. 7:13-15)
 
It's our nature to look to God when we have nothing and are struggling, and He blesses us in return. When I first became a believer, I concluded that one of the most popular products my company sold was not pleasing to God so I stopped selling it. Finding a way to make up for this huge loss in revenue was stressful, so I began getting up early in the morning to pray for guidance and give thanks for the blessings I'd received. Each morning I spent an hour on my knees in the living room before anyone else got up. The Lord blessed me through that time and brought me Christian clients with needs I could meet in a way that pleased Him. The lost revenue was more than replaced.
 
Remember Who Got You Where You Are
 
Someone wrote that religion gives birth to prosperity and the daughter consumes the mother. I believe he meant that God has always promised abundance to those who follow Him, but eventually man will make prosperity his religion and abandon God. Here's how God warned His people against this.
 
Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God. (Deut. 8:11-14)
 
You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. (Deut. 8:17-18)
 
As the blessings multiply and we become more secure it usually becomes harder to take the time to pray. We begin to feel that we no longer need to spend valuable time asking the Lord for direction. Also our confidence grows and we begin to believe our success is self generated. That means we don't spend as much time giving thanks. As I got busier and began traveling more, it was harder to devote that hour each day so I began trying to do two things at once, praying while I exercised or while I drove to work. It wasn't the same, and I saw how easy it would be to justify stopping altogether.
 
I was saved by a series of contracts with out of town clients the Lord sent me.  They gave me an uninterrupted hour each day on flights to various cities in the Western US when I could pray and read my Bible.  In a 10 year period I logged nearly 2 million miles into my frequent flier account, almost all of them on flights 60-90 minutes long. I often wonder how different things would have been had I simply convinced myself that I was too busy to pray any more, or that my success was due to my own talent and skill so I no longer needed to thank the Lord or seek His direction.
 
It Doesn't Take Much
 
The generation of Israelites who came into the promised land experienced many of the most faith building miracles of all time. But in Judges 2:10 we read this incredible statement.
 
After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.
 
Within a span of one generation the people had forgotten the Lord and the powerful miracles He had performed for them. The Book of Judges records one of the lowest points in their history. It shows us that it doesn't take much to destroy the faith of a nation.  For Israel it only took one generation of neglecting the Word of God.
 
With individuals it happens even faster. Stop praying for a day or two and you'll miss it. Stop for a month and you'll forget it. Oh, you'll still be going to Church and may even be involved in a project or two, or serve on a committee or board. Maybe you'll go around looking for people to minister to and pray for. You may even refer to yourself as a follower of Jesus, not just a believer.
 
Sometimes we call this "maturing in the faith" meaning we're not so dependent on God any more. But the most powerful believers among us never "mature" that way.  They never get to the point where they don't ask for His guidance or feel the need to express their gratitude. They never substitute works for faith.  Remember, Paul said everything that was written in the past was written to teach us (Romans 15:4).  If we don't learn the lessons of Israel's history, we'll be doomed to repeat them.
 
We Need More Exercise
 
In all likelihood we're entering a time when the world we grew up in will be no more. Our security will be shaken, our freedoms will be restricted, and our faith will be tested. Some of us will find ourselves back at square one after it's too late to start over. Now's the time to begin exercising our faith.
 
The faith to be saved was a gift from God (Ephes. 2:8) and keeping you saved is His job (2 Cor. 1:21-22). But you can exercise your faith to make it stronger by reading your Bible daily (Romans 10:17) and talking with the Lord about what you've read, asking for guidance in how to apply it. Faith only gets stronger when it's accompanied by action (James 2:17). After praying for direction, do something you believe God is calling you to do. You can begin with something as little as talking about Him with someone, helping out in a food kitchen or a rescue mission, or visiting a sick person. He'll point you to bigger things from there. Each time you take a step of faith, your faith will grow to prepare you for the next step.  As your faith grows you'll be more likely to witness a miracle, even a miraculous healing.
 
Above all, pray about everything, be fearful of nothing, and give thanks for anything.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7).  You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah 01-17-15.
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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