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	2/15/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
Denmark on high alert after one killed in Copenhagen terror attack, premier says 
Copenhagen shooting: Gunman opens fire near Danish free speech meeting attended by Lars Vilks, artist who drew Prophet Mohammed
2 dead in Copenhagen shootings; one victim was Jewish guard outside synagogue bat mitzva 
Danish police say kill suspect in Copenhagen attacks
Jewish groups condemn Denmark terror attacks, urge heightened protection for Jews 
Liberman calls for 'war on Islamic terror'
Liberman on Copenhagen attacks: Jews and Israel are on the frontlines against terror 
Netanyahu to European Jews: Terror attacks in Europe will continue, Israel is your home 
30 Homes in Wisconsin Vandalized with Anti-Semitic Graffiti
Liberman: If it were up to me, Hamas leaders would be 'underground in graves' 
Diskin: Netanyahu allowed Hamas to rebuild
Israel's Economy Minister Bennett Warns Hamas Already Rebuilding Cross-Border Tunnels
Abbas warns Israel over held Palestinian tax revenues 
Could the world be jealous of Israel's growth?
Hundreds of British artists announce cultural boycott of Israel 
Holocaust survivor fulfills aliyah dream before passing away at 94
Jewish Democrats to Boehner: End the 'Firestorm' Over Netanyahu
Great powers unlikely to accept flawed nuclear deal with intransigent Iran 
Inside secret Iranian Unit 190, weapons suppliers to terrorists throughout Mideast 
ISIS parades 17 captives through streets in cages 'to be burned alive' like Jordanian pilot
Islamic State Sprouting Limbs Beyond Its Base 
Islamic State targeted in 13 airstrikes in Iraq, Syria 
4K combat troops head to Kuwait, will become region's largest U.S. ground force
Tribal leader: Iraqi troops in Anbar could 'collapse within hours'
Sunni tribal leader and seven others killed in Baghdad ambush 
Kurds regain Syrian villages from Islamic State
Egypt ready for Libya evacuations as IS hostage photos emerge
Former Lebanon PM condemns 'insanity' brought onto Lebanon by Hezbollah 
Hezbollah on verge of routing anti-Assad Islamists in south Syria, Nasrallah deputy says 
Israel fears Hezbollah presence near Golan
Clashes between Shiite Houthis and Sunnis in Yemen leave 26 dead
Yemen crisis: GCC calls for UN action
Police Fire Tear Gas and Rubber Bullets at Bahrain Protesters on Anniversary of 2011 Uprising
Nigerian president calls for US help as Boko Haram invade city
Polio Team Attacked in Pakistan 
Cities plan to meet at White House to discuss extremism
U.S. alleges Russian fighting in Ukraine hours ahead of cease-fire
Both sides claim violations after Ukraine cease-fire starts
Germany warns of 'high price' of violating ceasefire in Ukraine
Legal ruling of state guardian scheme to be appealed
Woman calls 911 after drone crashes into home
Republicans struggle to avoid Homeland Security shutdown
While Obama talks cyber security, his hotel's computer system fails
Bank Hackers Steal Millions via Malware
Hadron Collider hopes for a 'super' restart
Big Bang Didn't Happen? New Theory Suggests Universe Has No Beginning, No End
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Madang, Papua New Guinea
5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Port-Vila, Vanuatu
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Visokoi Island, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
4.7 magnitude earthquake hits near Ali al Gharbi, Iraq
Study: Oklahoma's daily small quakes raise risk of big ones 
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 27,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 16,000ft
Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 14,000ft
Mauna Loa volcano on Hawaii showing signs of activity
Snow 'hurricane' to lash New England this weekend
NYC braces for coldest day in two decades
More than 170 whales stranded on New Zealand beach
GMOs invade fruit industry: Apples, pears, cherries and peaches to all become unlabeled GMO
Silicon Valley Seeks Cure For Aging
Measles fears: Mild case of mass hysteria
Aggressive HIV strain identified in Cuba, research says 
Schools start treating e-cigarettes as drug paraphernalia
Valentine's Day Group Wedding includes same-sex couples for first time 
Alabama's stand against gay marriage crumbles
Franklin Graham: 1960s Sexual Revolution Has 'Severely Weakened' America From Within
Take Me to Church? Half of Pastors Believe Faith Will Become Online-Only Experience
2/14/15


IS jihadists attack Iraq base housing US forces

ISIS Fighters Attack Iraqi Base Wearing Iraqi Army Uniforms

Attack on Iraq air base included several suicide bombers, Pentagon says 

Monitor: Kurds regain Syrian villages from Islamic State 

US moving to resupply Jordan's military with munitions 

George W. Bush Is Intervening in Iraq - Again

Congressional Chaos Over Obama's War Authorization

Report: Iranian leader Ayatollah Khamenei sent Obama secret letter 

Secret Iranian Unit Ships Illegal Weapons Throughout Middle East

Behind the Lines: Hezbollah, Iran, Syria join forces near Golan 'buffer zone'

Netanyahu too hesitant to order military attack on Iran, rival MK says 

Lieberman slams Netanyahu: Gaza op produced no results

Krauthammer: Obama Trying 'Regime Change' in Israel

Abbas: As long as settlement building continues there will be no negotiations 

Multifaith aid to refugees may yield new narrative for Israeli-Syrian relations 

Outgoing IDF chief Gantz: Middle East problems need more than a military leader 

IDF says 'matter of time' before ISIS in Sinai targets towns near Egypt border 

Car bomb attack on Sinai police station reportedly leaves 6 wounded 

Egypt police say they thwart 2 suicide attacks

Fierce fighting as Boko Haram Islamists attack northeastern Nigerian city 

United Arab Emirates latest to close Yemen embassy 

Yemen clashes kill 26 as embassy closures continue

Suicide attackers stage deadly assault on Pakistani mosque

Ukraine crisis: Poroshenko says peace deal in danger

Russia asks UN Security Council to support cease-fire agreement

US: Russia Resupplying Pro-Russian Forces as Cease-Fire Nears 

Russian Intel Ship Spying on US Missile Submarines

Discarded Russian submarines could cause a nuclear disaster in the Arctic

Argentine president facing probe in cover-up of Iran's alleged involvement in 1994 attack

Obama's 'Sneaky Attempt' to Help Illegal Immigrants

Pols warn Obama actions could let illegal immigrants who paid no taxes get gov't payouts

FCC Commish: Obama Taking Unprecedented Direct Control Over Internet Changes

Top tech CEOs snub Obama at cybersecurity summit

The Future of Crime: Smartphone Tracking, Neurohacking, and AI Assisted Murder

Did the NSA and the UK's Spy Agency Launch a Joint Cyberattack on Iran?

Obama adviser John Podesta's biggest regret: Keeping America in dark about UFOs

US stocks reach record as rebounding oil lifts energy stocks

7.1 magnitude earthquake hits the Northern Mid-Atlantic Ridge

6.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Taitung City, Taiwan

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits the Northern Mid-Atlantic Ridge

5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Reykjanes Ridge

5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Lae, Papua New Guinea

5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kavieng, Papua New Guinea

4.6 magnitude earthquake hits near Hofn, Iceland

Popocateptl volcano in Mexico erupts to 21,000ft

Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft

Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 14,000ft

It's Too Cold To Protest Global Warming At Yale

Snow-covered New England braces for another "monster storm"

Mystery blue snow fallout in Chelyabinsk alarms residents

Forest fires threaten to spread Chernobyl's fallout over Europe, report says

Sandstorm hits Israel causing the worst air pollution in years

'Indefensible': Report reveals extent of 'burn pit' pollution inhaled by US troops in Afghanistan

USDA Approves GMO Apples Despite Opposition from Apple Industry and Consumers

Sierra Leone quarantines 700 homes after Ebola case

India sees rapid rise in swine flu deaths and cases

Unvaccinated kids at 1 school quarantined after measles case

Oregon woman to become the first openly bisexual governor in US history 

From Auschwitz to gay pride parade 

Art world shakeup: Painting by Hitler sells for three times a Picasso

Public school teaches the shahada, the Islamic prayer for conversions

CNN's Cuomo: 'Our Rights Do Not Come from God'

New York City Hits Record for Longest Murder-Free Stretch - 11 days

Police in Canada foil Valentine's Day massacre plot
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. A Watchman's View of the 2015 Prophetic Calendar - Potential Key & Significant Events
1. Jordan's Spunky Kings
1. Amidst Obama retreat from Mideast, three regional leaders are forming a quiet but fiercely determined alliance against Iran & ISIS
1. More Signs
1. Police State: Orwell's Nightmare Becoming Reality?
1. High Horses and Low Blows
1. Featured Article: The Olivet Discourse ... Luke's Version  
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A Watchmans View of the 2015 Prophetic Calendar - Potential Key & Significant Events

(Best read from the web page, please click on the link above to view)
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Jordan's Spunky Kings - Bill Perkins - www.compass.org 
 
 
Dan. 11:41 "He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon.

 
[image: https://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/93aed03c-d8a8-4a9d-9472-a793031d900a.png]
 
 
The Bible is clear that in the future Tribulation period, Edom, Moab and Ammon, present day Jordan, will escape out of the Antichrist's hand. And that fact may be tied to the millions of Jews who will be fleeing to Edom to escape the Anti-chirst in the middle of the Tribulation. (Is 63.1, Rev 12:6, Is 2, Mat 24:15-20)
 
The Bible says the surviving Jews will spend 3 1/2 years somewhere in present day Jordan, in a place prepared and protected by God. Petra is in the middle of Edom. So it's interesting to see Jordan in the news in the Middle East, as prophesied over 2500 years ago.
 
We know from scripture that present day Jordan is referred to frequently in the Bible. Moses and the Israelites wandered in the Jordanian desert for much of their 40 year penalty. And it was Jordan where Moses viewed the Promised Land from Mt. Nebo. Today, the city next to the ancient ruins of Petra is named Wadi Musa, or The Valley of Moses.
 
Today, Jordan is in the news big-time! The recent horrific murder of the Jordanian fighter pilot has exposed the world to the sober truth of what we're dealing with in the Middle East. Which is pure Satanic evil.
 
The response by Jordan's King Abdullah II, to send his Royal Airforce to bomb away on ISIS targets, was a welcomed decision by everyone but our own government. Who knows the reason our government seems to delay or scale back any military effort dealing with Muslim countries? But the world applauded his no-nonsense response.
King Abdullah is one tough cookie. His exact words were that Jordan would attack ISIS "until we run out of fuel and bullets." And he is carrying through with his vow launching military air strikes daily in Syria and Iraq. He is a truly compassionate yet iron-fisted leader who knows his job is to protect his country.
 
King Abdullah is a polar opposite to our own President. Born in Jordan, he completed his military education at the prestigious Sandhurst Academy. Following his Jordanian studies he spent a year at Oxford studying Middle Eastern Affairs and then attended the School Of Foreign Service at Georgetown University in the United States.
 
After his schooling he spent several years active duty in Jordan's military as a pilot on a helicopter gun ship and then in the diplomatic area of Jordan's government. Quite a well-rounded education!
 
He also is a certified scuba diver, freefall parachutist and auto racing fan. He once even won the Jordanian National Rally Racing Championship.
 
And to top off his achievements, he married the quite stunning Queen Rania with whom he has four children. 
 
Queen Rania is sharp as a tack. She earned a degree in Business Administration from American University in Cairo, Egypt, after which she worked briefly at Citibank and Apple in Amman before marrying the future King of Jordan.
 
She vocally believes women in Jordan have the OPTION of wearing the headscarf and rarely wears one in public. 
 
When we travel to Jordan on our tours to Petra, we easily see the love and total respect the Jordanian people have for King Abdullah and his wife. I've never met one person in Jordan who would not lay his life down for the King and Queen.
            
How present-day Jordan came into being...  
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"To the victor go the spoils."
After WWI, the British and the French divided up the defeated Ottoman Empire. France got control of Syria and Lebanon and Britain took the land south of Lebanon and Syria. 

 
In their 1917 Balfour Agreement, Great Britain agreed to give land to the Jews to return to their homeland after some 1900 years of dispersion.  In 1920, the British and the French, winners of World War I, divided up pieces of the Ottoman Empire. 
 
As you can see in the above map, the French Mandate gave France control of Lebanon and Syria. The British Mandate gave the British control of what is today Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan and Israel.
 
Originally, the British Mandate gave Israel, called "Palestine," the entire area that today is known as Israel and Jordan. 
 
But the Arabs had a hissy-fit over Israel being given land right in the middle of all these Muslim nations. They ultimately prevailed to get Britain to take 2/3s of the land originally given to Israel and give it to the Arabs/Muslims, calling it Trans-Jordan.
 
Let me repeat. Britain, under Arab pressure, gave 2/3s of the original land allotted for the Jews to have as a homeland, to the Arabs. In the map above, the dark brown area labeled "Trans-Jordan," was originally "Palestine" which is what Britain called Israel in those days. Today "Palestine" is what the Arabs now call the West Bank and Gaza. Who can figure?
 
This new land lopped off from Israel was originally called "Trans-Jordan," later changed to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and today mostly referred to as just "Jordan." 
 
In 1921 King Abdullah I was given headship over this new country for helping the British and T.E. Lawrence (AKA "Lawrence of Arabia") to conquer the Ottoman Empire.
 
Abdullah I was assassinated in 1951 at the Temple Mount's Al-Aqsaa mosque by a Muslim zealot. Abdullah's son, Talal, immediately became King. However, Talal was mentally ill (he really was) and after some closed door meetings, Talal's son, Prince Hussein became ruler at age 17.
 
King Hussein ruled Jordan until his death due to cancer in 1999. His even-handed and fair legislation stood out as unique in the Arab world. 
 
Hussein reigned through four decades of Arab-Israeli conflicts, moving from being a hostile enemy of Israel to ultimately signing a peace treaty with them in 1994. Jordan is Israel's longest border of the four nations that surround her. 
 
Hussein also raised a lot of Arab eyebrows by marrying a beautiful American wife in 1978, Queen Noor. She brought American elegance and style to the title of Queen, quite unusual in the Arab world. 
 
It was Queen Noor who took one look at Petra and immediately had it cleaned up for tourists. She also had a number of Five Star hotels built near the entrance and personally was involved in the design, look and feel of the highly successful worldwide advertising campaigns.
Key dates in Jordan's history:
 
1948 - 

 
Along with five other nations, Jordan attacked Israel on the day it became a United Nations designated country. Jordan captured the West Bank of the Jordan River--"illegally occupying" what was given to Israel by the U.N.
 
1967- 
 
 Jordan was defeated by Israel in the Six Day War, losing the West Bank of the Jordan River.
 
1973 - 

 
Jordan chose not to join Egypt and Syria in the Yom Kippur War. In fact, one week prior to the attack, King Hussein was moved to fly to Israel by stealth helicopter, under the cover of darkness, to warn then Prime Minister Golda Meir of an impending attack.
 
In 1997 - 
 
A Jordanian soldier, later deemed to be mentally ill, opened fire near the Israeli border, killing seven Israeli school girls ages 13 and 14 and wounding six others. 
 
King Hussein immediately traveled to Israel to personally apologize to each one of the grieving families. 
 
He also visited those wounded in the hospital. All the while he was saying, "Your daughter is like my daughter. Your loss is my loss. I feel I have lost a child of my own."
 
The apologies to the Israeli families were carried on live TV and was broadcast to all of Israel and Jordan, showing Hussein walking side-by-side with Israeli Prime Minister Bibi Netanyahu. 
 
Because of King Hussein's actions, he not only became Jordan's most-beloved King, he became revered in Israel as well. The respect given by Hussein after the school children massacre was so much appreciated by the Israelis that once an Israeli guide on one of our trips quipped, "King Hussein is loved so much in Israel he could be elected Prime Minister!"
 
The 1994 Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty also initially opened an interesting door for tourism in Jordan--to Jews from Israel. In the middle of the mostly desolate southern provinces of Jordan is ancient Petra...to the Jews an archaeological wonder. It was the only place Israelis could drive across their border as tourists and return to Israel with little or no worry of being attacked. 
 
So for the first few years after the peace treaty was signed, literally tens of thousands of Israelis visited Petra, marveling at its intricate 2000 year old rock carvings. 
 
Eventually, the mass of Israeli visitors slowed to an insignificant crawl due to security concerns during the Intifada and has never recovered. 
 
But many Bible prophecy buffs, including myself, believe Petra is the location described in Revelation 12 as the place the Jews will flee to in the last 3 1/2 years of the tribulation. And now, by God's providence, if we're near the time of the Rapture, tens of thousands of Jews have already visited for a sneak-peek! LOL! Don't you just love how God orchestrates events for His purposes!
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Amidst Obama retreat from Mideast, three regional leaders are forming a quiet but fiercely determined alliance against Iran & ISIS - Joel C. Rosenberg - https://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.com/2015/02/15/amidst-obama-retreat-from-mideast-three-regional-leaders-are-forming-a-quiet-but-fiercely-determined-alliance-against-iran-isis-who-are-they-and-what-do-they-want/
 
 
Something curious is happening in the Middle East...
 
Amidst President Obama's repeated moves to withdraw American military power and influence from the Middle East and "pivot" to Asia, three regional leaders in the epicenter are forming a quiet, unexpected but fiercely determined alliance.
 
Why? To protect their people against two existential threats, one posed by the Shia Radical Islamists of Iran, the other posed by the Sunni Radical Islamists of ISIS.
 
Who are they?

 
*Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu;
*Jordan's King Abdullah II; and
*Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.
 
They are meeting secretly. They are talking regularly by phone, as well as with other leaders in the region from Saudi Arabia to the Gulf. Their senior advisors are also in regular contact, coordinating moves to counter their most serious enemies. They are not waiting for Washington. Indeed, they often see the White House and State Department as less than helpful, and sometimes opposed to - or not truly understanding - their national and shared interests.
 
As 2014 began, I wrote a series of columns about why we should keep our eye on these three (for a sampling, see here, here, here, here, and here.) As 2015 begins, I hold to this analysis. These men are critically important players who are actively trying to shape the future of the Middle East for the better, and who are trying to work closely with the U.S. despite resistance from the White House.
 
NETANYAHU - Prime Minister Netanyahu declared war on Hamas last summer amidst a jihadist rampage sweeping the region.  An experienced expert in battling jihad, few leaders have warned about the overall threat of Radical Islam - and specifically about the Iranian nuclear threat - not just to Israel but to the U.S. and the world more clearly or consistently than he.
 
"To defeat ISIS and leave Iran as a threshold nuclear power would be to win the battle and lose the war," Netanyahu told leaders at the UN last September. "ISIS and Hamas are branches of the same poisonous tree. They share the same fanatical creed....The Nazis believed in a master race. The militant Islamists believe in a master faith....Militant Islam is on the march. It's not militants. It's not Islam. It's militant Islam....Allowing Iran to reach nuclear capabilities will pose the greatest threat to us all."
 
He leads the most faithful and trusted ally America has in the Middle East (and arguably in the world), yet he is persona non grata in the White House, and far closer to his colleagues in Amman and Cairo.
 
ABDULLAH - King Abdullah II has declared war on ISIS and launch repeated rounds of airstrikes after a Jordanian pilot was burned alive by ISIS. He is pro-Western and has worked closely with the U.S. military and intel community for years.
 
What's more, the King and his top advisors are also actively engaged in trying to deconstruct and delegitimize the theology of Radical Islam. In 2005, the King issued the "Amman Message," a public call for Muslims to reject violent extremism, promote tolerance and moderation, and project innocent human life, based on a "Reformer" interpretation of Islam. Since then, some 552 Muslim leaders, scholars and clerics in 84 countries have signed the document in agreement. He has also worked hard to protect Christian minorities in Jordan.
 
The King, perhaps America's most trusted and faithful Arab ally, has the best relationship with Obama of the three - yet it is far from what it should be. The President reportedly was not even planning to meet with His Majesty on his recent trip to Washington, and apparently only changed his plans after learning of the Jordanian pilot's death. Even then, they met for less than 20 minutes.
 
El-SISI - President el-Sisi has declared war on the Muslim Brotherhood and other brands of jihad. In the summer of 2013, he and the Egyptian military brought down the Brotherhood that was strangling Egypt and was trying to impose Sharia law. He declared a ferocious war on the lawless jihadists operating in the Sinai desert, shut down many of the smuggling tunnels connecting the Sinai to the Gaza Strip, and committed himself to cutting off the arms and money flowing to the Hamas terror group operating in Gaza.
 
Most recently, he delivered a major speech in Cairo on January 1, 2015 challenging Muslim leaders to reform Islam and rescue it from the Radicals. "Is it possible that 1.6 billion people [Muslims] should want to kill the rest of the world's inhabitants - that is 7 billion - so that they themselves may live? Impossible!" el-Sisi told scholars at Al-Azhar University, the Harvard of Sunni Islam. "We are in need of a religious revolution. You, imams, are responsible before Allah. The entire world is waiting for your next move....I am saying these words here at Al Azhar, before this assembly of scholars and ulema (learned men) - Allah Almighty be witness to your truth on Judgment Day concerning that which I'm talking about now." 
 
Yet while el-Sisi has forged excellent working relations with Abdullah and with Netanyahu (especially important during the 2014 war with Hamas), the Obama administration refuses to treat el-Sisi as partner and ally of the United States. Instead, it condemned removal of the Muslim Brotherhood from power and called for Mohammed Morsi to be put back into power. (Morsi is the man who famously said during a campaign speech, "The Koran is our constitution, the Prophet is our leader, jihad is our path and death in the name of Allah is our goal.")
 
Meanwhile, the Obama team has refused to dispense more than $500 million in promised aid to Egypt. A top Egyptian official said U.S-Egyptian relations were in "turmoil" in 2013. The situation remained so bad that in the summer of 2014 el-Sisi declined an invitation from President Obama to come to meet him in Washington.
 
Two U.S. officials told me of a meeting they had with President el-Sisi in Cairo last year. The Egyptian leader told them he had a better working relationship with Netanyahu than with President Obama.
 
True, Israel signed a peace treaty with Egypt in 1979, and signed a separate peace treaty with Jordan in 1994. But that has not always meant the countries worked closely together. Indeed, there have been times of much stress and tension in each of these relationships.
 
But times are changing. The rise of the Radicals, and the retreat of Mr. Obama, is bringing these three leaders together in unexpected ways.
 
Each sees his country in grave danger from the forces of Radical Islam.
 
Each has chosen to boldly and aggressively engage in military action against the Radicals to protect their people, despite widespread criticism at home and abroad.
 
Each is also increasingly speaking out publicly about the nature of the threat - the poisonous, genocidal theology of the jihadists - and each is calling on the world both to understand the threat and help them first contain and then defeat Radical Islam before it is too late.
 
Yet to their astonishment, Netanyahu, King Abdullah and el-Sisi have come to realize that President Obama and his administration do not fully appreciate the magnitude of the threat, and that the Obama team is not fully committed to taking decisive action to neutralize the threat.
 
Will this alliance succeed to stopping Iran, ISIS and other Radicals? Only time will tell. But it's an important - though very sensitive partnership - and one the U.S. should be assisting, not resisting.
 



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[image: https://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/9299b7a9-a78f-4f2e-ad95-00cc8133853e.jpg]
CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs
	[image: CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs]

	CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs




"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE - This DVD will be released on *March 1st, 2015 - Pre-Order and reserve your copy today! When you pre-order a DVD, not only are you making sure that you get your copy early, you are also helping to support this ministry and the product of this movie - thank you!!! *(This is an estimate and could be sooner, prayerfully no later)

CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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More Signs - By Daymond Duck - http://www.raptureready.com/featured/duck/dd162.html 
 
 
The first prophecy about the Second Coming of Jesus was given in the Garden of Eden when God placed a curse on Eve. God said, "In sorrow thou shalt bring forth children" (Gen. 3:16  KJV). The modern language reads, "You will suffer birth-pangs." The RSV reads, "In pain you shall bring forth children."
 
Children are a blessing that God bestowed upon Adam and Eve when He created them. But they sinned. And because they sinned the birth of children is a time of sorrows and birth pains.
 
When the disciples asked Jesus about the signs of His coming, He mentioned five things: False christs, wars and rumors of wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes. He said, "These are the beginning of sorrows" (Mark 13:8). The modern language reads, "These are the first pains of childbirth." And the RSV reads, "This is but the beginning of the birth-pangs."
 
The sorrows and birth pains mentioned in Gen. 3:16 are an example of how the signs will be at the Second Coming of Jesus.  As the birth of a baby nears, the mother's birth pains increase in frequency and intensity.  
 
In like manner as the end of the age nears, false christs, wars and rumors of wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes will increase in frequency and intensity (they will get closer together, harder and more destructive).  
 
With this in mind, I want to mention a few things about the 51st Munich Security Conference (MSC). The conference is an independent event (not a UN or government sponsored event) that has grown in global significance.  
 
This year, about 400 prominent individuals and government delegations attended three days of meetings (Feb. 6-8, 2015). About 20 were heads of state, about 60 were Defense Ministers and the remainder included people such as U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry.
 
This year's meeting was organized by Mr. Wolfgang Ischinger, a former German Ambassador, former UN staff member and more. He said three things that caught my attention: 1) There has been an unprecedented upsurge in global crises over the past year, 2) The international order is collapsing right now, and 3) There is a massive need for global governance.
 
First, this "unprecedented upsurge in global crises over the past year" could be a warning from God or it could be a Globalist generated scare tactic or both. Nevertheless, it is what we can expect at the beginning of the birth pains and the word "beginning" suggests more, and worse to come.
 
Second, the collapse of the international order right now can be attributed to the decline of the U.S. and the EU plus the fact that the world is full of people who see this as an opportunity to enlarge their territory, power, wealth, prestige, etc. These events are triggering wars and rumors of wars.
 
Third, notice the proposed solution: "There is a massive need for global governance" (world government).  Many Globalists have said for years that the world needs a crisis to bring in world government.
 
So we have three major signs of the Second Coming: Birth pains, wars and rumors of wars and a call for world government.
 
Mr. Ischinger rightly said there has been "an unprecedented upsurge in global crises in the past year." He rightly said the international order is collapsing. But he is wrong to say that world government is needed to solve these problems. Revival in the church is the solution to these problems, but it doesn't look like that is going to happen. 
 
And that is a fourth sign-a lukewarm church.
 
Anyway, the Globalists are going to get their world government (Dan. 7:23; Rev. 13:7-8). And as reported in my last article those who recently met at The World Economic Forum want it speeded up. It will happen when God gets ready. The world leaders can't speed it up even one day, but we shouldn't overlook the fact that God could be laying it on their hearts to speed it up.
 
I planned on the last paragraph being the end of this article, but something is on my heart. America is falling away or departing from God.
 
Last Sunday night, I watched part of a video that showed members of the U.S. House of Representatives bowing their head in Nov. 2014 while a radical Muslim Imam prayed to Allah. You can find it by Googling: "U.S. House of Representatives Bows to Allah."
 
As far as I know, most or all of the Republicans and Democrats were present and most or all bowed for this radical to pray to the god of our enemies and none of them boycotted or were too busy to do it. But many Democrats, our president, our vice president and others are going to boycott or be "too busy" to attend a speech by our best ally, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu when he speaks to Congress about Iran's desire to build nuclear weapons, which the leaders of  Iran have repeatedly threatened to use on Israel (the little Satan) and the U.S. (the big Satan).
 
The Imam prayed, "O god, please help them with your guidance and your light." He ended with,  "O god, O god, improve the well-being of all inhabitants of this great nation and beyond. Amen." I really don't think the moon god can help them or America, but help sure is needed.
 
Prophecy Plus Ministries
Daymond & Rachel Duck
 daymond.duck@yahoo.com
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Police State: Orwell's Nightmare Becoming Reality? - By Jennifer Wishon -
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2015/February/Police-State-Orwells-Nightmare-Becoming-Reality/ 
 
 
From federal SWAT teams to police departments with military weapons, many people are afraid of what they see taking place in their communities.
 
When thinking about crime in our neighborhoods, we don't picture firefights in Iraq or Afghanistan.
 
While violent crime in America is reportedly decreasing, hundreds of law enforcement agencies use military-grade equipment to police their streets.
 
"There's a distinct difference between military soldiers and what their mission is and civilian police and what their mission is supposed to be, and those lines are way beyond blurred," Cheryl Chumley, author of Police State USA: How Orwell's Nightmare Is Becoming our Reality, told CBN News.
 
Among her concerns is an increase in the use of police SWAT teams, units specifically trained to deal with scenarios like active shooters and hostage situations.
 
A recent study by the ACLU finds SWAT teams often deployed to execute search warrants, a decision that has maimed and even killed innocent people.
 
One case in point is 19-month-old Bou Bou Phonsavanh, nearly killed last spring in the house where he was sleeping.
 
"It was about three in the morning and then the local SWAT team busted through the front door, threw a flash bang grenade," Chumley explained. "They had a no-knock warrant looking for a drug dealer -- threw a grenade. It landed in the baby's crib and the little boy's face was half blown off."
 
Mine-resistant, ambush-protected vehicles, or MRAPS as they're known, protect American troops from IEDs in war, and today at least 500 police departments also have them," she continued.
 
They come from the federal government through programs designed to offload excess equipment.
 
State and local police departments can get free or discontinued military equipment from the Department of Defense, Homeland Security, and other federal agencies.
 
The practice really took off after 9/11, due to legitimate concern over the threat of terrorism.
 
Today, nearly 500,000 pieces of military equipment have been transferred to police organizations, including the following:
 
◾92,000 small arms
◾44,000 night vision devices
◾5,000 Humvees
◾600 MRAPS
◾600 aircraft
 
According to Chumley, some police departments have even secured silencers for their weapons.
 
"A police officer is not a sniper, and I can't imagine any scenario where a civilian police officer would need to sneak up on somebody and shoot them before they have their due process through court," Chumley said.
 
President Barack Obama has issued an executive order directing the attorney general, secretary of defense, and others to look at how to improve the way military-grade equipment is distributed to state and local law enforcement agencies and how to ensure those agencies actually understand how and when they should use it.
 
But it's not just militarized police departments that have some folks worried. Remember the tense armed standoff between armed supporters of Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy and the Bureau of Land Management?
 
The situation prompted Rep. Chris Stewart, R-Utah, to introduce legislation to demilitarize federal regulatory agencies. Most of Utah is owned by the federal government.
 
"As I watched that I just became very uncomfortable looking at what were National Park Service SWAT teams or BLM snipers and these are regulatory agencies; they aren't law enforcement agencies," Stewart said.
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High Horses and Low Blows - J.L. Robb - http://www.omegaletter.com/articles/articles.asp?ArticleID=7989 
 
 
It's tough riding a high horse every day as I go about my Christian terrorism of writing about God and His many wonders, and mysteries. I don't know how to ride a horse, though I did it one time on Rosarita Beach in Mexico. I think I scared the poor horse, as tight as I was holding on; because the only way it would run is for the little Mexican boy to chase it. Then one lady's hair piece fell off (this was 1969), and the horse ate it. True story.
 
Last week President Obama spoke at the National Prayer Breakfast, following a wonderful speech by Darrell Waltrip of NASCAR fame. Darrell spoke of the great salvation that is offered to each of us by simply believing that Jesus is the Christ. This, of course, is what the National Prayer Breakfast is about.
 
Dignitaries from around the world attend the annual event, hosted by members of Congress and organized by The Fellowship Foundation. The Fellowship Foundation was founded in 1953 by Norwegian-born Abraham Vereide, a Methodist circuit rider in Montana and also the founder of Goodwill Industries.  Abraham Vereide's life was centered on Christ. Though the Prayer Breakfast is Christ-centered, people from many religions attend.  Jordan's King Hussein has spoken to the group as did Mother Teresa.
 
With this history, one would think Christian-bashing would be a poor choice for a guest speaker at the National Prayer Breakfast. Equating Christian terror to Islamic terror would seem to be somewhat inappropriate, especially for a speech from the President of the largest Christian country in the world.
 
Last Thursday at the event, President Obama, apparently concerned that the world of Christianity is dumping on Islam just because the Islamists (Islamist and Muslim terrorist are words that don't seem to have made it to his audacious vocabulary) have murdered a few "random" people, had this to say:
 
"Lest we get on our high horse and think this is unique to some other place, remember that during the Crusades and the Inquisition, people committed terrible deeds in the name of Christ," the president said. "In our home country, slavery and Jim Crow all too often was justified in the name of Christ."
 
"Murderous extremism," he continued, "is not unique to one group or one religion. There is a tendency in us, a sinful tendency that can pervert and distort our faith."
 
In my travels around Duluth, Georgia and other worldly places, I have heard the "What about the crusades?" comment so many times, and it is truly a ludicrous comment, especially coming from the President of the United States. Not that all the crusaders were nice guys, but most were. Every group has its scoundrels, but many crusaders were not mercenaries but wealthy businessmen, religious men that sacrificed their wealth.
 
Why?
 
To fight the Islamic terrorists who took over ancient Israel and the Holy Land, killing what few Jews remained after the 132 AD exile. They also killed Christians (they weren't so peaceful way back then) and anyone and everyone that did not believe as they believed. Sound familiar?
 
A history lesson for President Obama's speech writer:
 
The first Crusade of 1095 AD formed because.
*460 years earlier, in 635 AD the new Muslim religion took over their first Christian city, Damascus, three years after the death of Muhammad.
*In 638 AD, Arabic Muslims conquered Jerusalem.
*In 642 AD, 453 years before the First Crusade, Muslims conquered Egypt which was predominately Christian.
*In 652 AD, 443 years before the Crusade, Muslims began the plunder of Italy and Sicily.
*In 668 AD, Muslims began the siege of Constantinople, the Christian Capital.
*In 715 AD, Muslims began their three year conquest of Spain.
*In 716 AD, Lisbon is captured by Muslim armies.
*In 724 AD, Muslims capture the cities of Carcassone and Nimes in France where they loot the churches and monasteries and kill the preachers or enslave them. 
*In 846 AD, Muslim militants attack Rome, causing damage the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul. They do not leave until Pope Leo IV pays them off with 25,000 pieces of silver.
*In 869 AD, the island of Malta is conquered.
*In 876 AD, Muslims attack Campagna, Italy.
*In 884 AD, Muslims invading Italy burn the monastery of Monte Cassino.
*In 902 AD, Muslims conquer Sicily.
 
All of this and much more in only 300 years after Muhammad's death in 632 AD.
 
Examining the timeline above, it appears to me that the Christians turned the other cheek for 500 years, unlike the Muslims of 1400 years ago, and 1200 years ago and today. There is no love your enemy in their mindset, and history continues to repeat itself.
 
The term crusade has been so demonized by Muslims, Atheists and liberals without them having a clue as to why they existed. Bill Clinton used the term in a speech at Georgetown University, derisively, about the First Crusade and all the Jews that were killed on the way to Jerusalem, claiming this was the reason the Middle East was upset. I am not sure why the Middle East, which is predominately Muslim, would be upset over any Jewish deaths. President George W. Bush used the term, and now President Obama is using the term, which plays right into the hands of the Islamist extremists.
 
Thomas Madden's article, The Real History of the Crusades at CatholicCulture.org is quite enlightening. A Crusade historian, Madden had this to say:
 
Misconceptions about the Crusades are all too common. The Crusades are generally portrayed as a series of holy wars against Islam led by power-mad popes and fought by religious fanatics. They are supposed to have been the epitome of self-righteousness and intolerance, a black stain on the history of the Catholic Church in particular and Western civilization in general. A breed of proto-imperialists, the Crusaders introduced Western aggression to the peaceful Middle East and then deformed the enlightened Muslim culture, leaving it in ruins. For variation on this theme, one need not look far. See, for example, Steven Runciman's famous three-volume epic, History of the Crusades, or the BBC/A&E documentary, The Crusades, hosted by Terry Jones. Both are terrible history yet wonderfully entertaining.
 
But much can already by said with certainty. For starters, the Crusades to the East were in every way defensive wars. They were a direct response to Muslim aggression - an attempt to turn back or defend against Muslim conquests of Christian lands. ~ Thomas Madden
 
Unlike Christianity, Islam formed and expanded through war and violence.
 
God never asked the Jews to spread their religion to the world and convert or kill those who disagree. Quite the contrary. Judaism was for Jews, not anyone else. Because the Jews rejected the Messiah who had been sent to them specifically, the religion did expand in the form of Christianity, whose roots are Judaic. Christianity taught, unlike Judaism, to spread the Word to the nations of the world. But unlike Islam, Jesus told the flock to spread the message peacefully; but if the people didn't want to listen, shake the dust off your sandals and go somewhere else.
 
"If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace. "Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. "Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city. ~ Matthew 10: 13-15 NIV
 
As the Christian World fell to Islam, the emperor at Constantinople appealed to Christians in the West to come help save the Holy Land. Christian soldiers obliged and the Crusades were formed- to fight the Islamic takeover of the known world at that time.
 
Now about slavery. As bad as it is, it has been around long enough for Moses to have written about it in the bible 3,500 years ago. America was not the first country to incorporate slavery in the process of nation building. As a matter of fact, 4,000 years before America and Europe enslaved Africans, Africans were enslaving Hebrews for their nation building. Slavery still goes on today in Africa.
 
The speech writer left the history part out of the President's speech and failed to research the subject before letting his boss put his foot in his mouth.
 
Christianity, like every religion, has its baggage. But a religion of love your neighbor, love your enemy, turn the other cheek, if someone steals your coat give them a wardrobe... This is what Jesus taught and for the most part, Christians try to adhere as much as possible. The "eye for an eye" philosophy only results in ongoing war. Unfortunately, there are about 1.5 billion Muslims who believe the eye for an eye philosophy and thus have ongoing wars, with all of us. In 1,400 years it has not changed. It will not change until the final war which is not far off in the future is my guess.
 
Knocking Christianity or comparing it to ISIS at the National Prayer Breakfast was a huge faux pas.
 
Now I'm off to get a ladder so I can climb back on my high horse.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 


Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: The Olivet Discourse ... Luke's Version - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/the-olivet-discourse-lukes-version/ 
 
 
Students of prophecy often pay more attention to Matthew's version of the Olivet Discourse because of its greater length and detail. But when we bypass Luke's account, we miss one third of the Lord's message. That's because the disciples asked the Lord three questions and in Matthew 24 He only answered the last two. Also, it's Luke's answer to their first question that confirms the whole message as it relates to the End Times.
 
Here's why. When a prophet revealed events that would take place beyond the lifetimes of the people he was speaking to, the Lord often provided a short term partial fulfillment to validate the distant prophecy. This is because He had told the people that if what a prophet said didn't come true, then the people were not to fear him, for he hadn't spoken for the Lord. (Deut 18:21-22)
 
There are numerous partial fulfillments in Scripture that would serve as good examples of this, but perhaps the clearest one comes from John 5:43. Speaking to Israel, Jesus said, "I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him."  He was referring to the anti-Christ, who many in Israel will believe to be the Messiah when he comes on the scene at the beginning of Daniel's 70th week. But just before Jesus was handed over to be executed, Pilate offered to free Him as a sign of Roman mercy, traditionally expressed on Passover. He gave the people a choice, the innocent Jesus who came in His Father's name, or a convicted killer named Barabbas who came in his own name. The people chose Barabbas. It was the partial fulfillment that validated the Lord's prophecy of Israel and the anti-Christ in the 70th Week.
 
And as we'll see, the destruction of Jerusalem in 69AD was the partial fulfillment that validated the Lord's prophecy of the End Times. Let's take a look.
 
Luke 21:5-36
 
Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God.  But Jesus said, "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" (Luke 21:5-7)
 
According to Mark 13:3, it was Peter, James, John and Andrew who asked. And in Matt. 24:3 we can read their complete question. "When will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"
 
This is our first hint that things will be different in Luke's account. He only has the disciples asking the first question, the one about their immediate future.
 
As we get started, it's important to understand that none of the gospel writers thought of themselves strictly as historians. Had the Lord only wanted to document history, one gospel account would have been sufficient. Instead, each writer was assigned a different audience, and under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, tailored his account to meet the needs of that audience. Each also portrayed Jesus a little differently to show a particular side of Him. Matthew wrote to the Jews showing them that Jesus was their Messiah-King, the Lion of Judah.  Mark wrote to the Romans, describing Jesus as the humble Servant of the Lord.  Luke wrote to the Greeks, portraying Jesus as the Son of Man, and John wrote to the Church identifying Jesus as the Son of God.
 
Among other things, this was the fulfillment of four Old Testament prophecies of a figure God called "The Branch", a messianic reference. In Jeremiah 23:5 the Branch is called the King. In Zechariah 3:8 He's the Servant. In Zechariah 6:12 He's the Man and in Isaiah 4:2 He's the Branch of the Lord. In each case the word Branch is capitalized.  OK, now let's get to the Lord's answer.
 
He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away."
 
Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. (Luke 21:8-11)
 
In the beginning, His answer sounds a lot like those in Matthew 24:4-7 and Mark 13:5-8. But that's about to change.
 
"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them. But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.  All men will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life." (Luke 21:12-19)
 
These verses clearly describe the lives of the Apostles in the earliest days of the Church. Peter and John testified before the Sanhedrin. Paul was on both sides of this prophecy, first attacking Christians with a vengeance and after his conversion bearing witness to leaders like Felix, Festus, and Herod Agrippa. Of the original 12 disciples, only John died of natural causes, and all of them suffered through the most terrifying forms of torture without ever recanting a single word of their testimony.
 
"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. (Luke 21:20-24)
 
Once again, the bulk of this passage is identical to Matthew's account, but there are two striking differences showing us that they're not describing the same event. First, in Matthew 24:15 the warning sign that it's time to flee is the Abomination of Desolation standing in the Holy Place. Here it's the positioning of the Roman army around Jerusalem.
 
Normally it would be too late to flee when a besieging army could be seen encircling a city. But in 68-69AD the political situation in Rome was unstable to say the least. The former general of the Roman armies in the Middle East was a man named Titus Vespasian. He had recently turned his command over to his son, also named Titus, so he could position himself to become the next Emperor. (This came to pass upon the death of Nero in 68, and Vespasian was named Emperor on July 1, 69.)  He had been concerned that he would need more military backing to make his claim good, so even though the legions now under his son's command had already begun their siege of Jerusalem, Vespasian ordered them to disengage and return to Rome. When they began pulling back to prepare for the journey, the believers in Jerusalem who had been taught the Lord's warning hastened to escape the city.
 
But before the Romans could leave entirely, Titus Vespasian sent word to his son that the troops wouldn't be needed after all and ordered them to resume their siege of Jerusalem. By then all the believers had escaped.
 
In the month we call August of 69 AD the walls were breached and the Temple was captured. The interior furnishings caught fire and the heat caused the gold plating on the wooden ceiling beams to melt. As the liquid gold ran down the walls it flowed into the cracks between the stones. When the fire had gone out and the stones had cooled, the Roman soldiers tore the ruins apart stone by stone to get the gold that had flowed between them and solidified. Not one stone was left standing on another, in fulfillment of the Lord's prophecy (also in Luke 19:43-44).
 
In 70 AD the Roman army completed its conquest of the Holy Land in the siege of Masada. Although over one million Jews had perished, according to tradition not a single believer died in the destruction of Jerusalem. (Some historical accounts place the fall of Jerusalem and the Temple one year earlier in 68AD but the general consensus is that it happened as I've described it.)
 
The second difference in the two accounts is that while Matthew's version ends with the 2nd Coming and is world wide in its focus, Luke describes the Jewish diaspora and the ensuing control of Jerusalem by the Gentiles. In short, Luke's account has so far been confined to describing events concerning the fall of Jerusalem. He was describing the short term partial fulfillment within the lifetimes of the Lord's audience that validates the ultimate fulfillment at the End of the Age.
 
"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." (Luke 21:25-28)
 
Suddenly the Lord expanded His answer to include the whole world and the End of the Age. Those who are alive on Earth when the signs He described begin to happen are to understand that the culminating event will be the Lord's return, just like Matthew and Mark said.  And believers are told that when we first begin to see the signs, we should start looking at the sky in expectation, because the Lord will be on His way for us. Notice how the narrative changes from the third person, "men will faint from terror" and "they will see the Son of Man coming" to the second person, "lift up your heads" and "your redemption is drawing near".  He was distinguishing between believers and the rest of the world.
 
And pay particular attention to how the focus changes from the end of the sequence, "they will see the Son of Man coming", to its beginning "when these things begin to happen". If you didn't already know it from Paul's teaching you wouldn't recognize that He's hinting at two separate events, the Rapture and the 2nd Coming. But since you do, you can.  And you can also see that the second coming is at the end of the sequence, but our redemption (rapture) will take place at its beginning.
 
He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
 
"I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
 
"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." (Luke 21:29-36)
 
As in Matthew's account, the fig tree parable is not meant to signify Israel, but the speed with which these events will unfold once they begin. The fig tree was the last one to get its leaves in the spring, so they knew when they saw leaves sprouting on the fig trees, that summer was really close.  In the same way, the span of time between the beginning of the End Times signs and the Lord's return will be relatively short.
 
I think this summary was meant both for the generation alive during the fall of Jerusalem and the one that's here at the End of the Age. Thirty five years after the Lord spoke these words, the Romans began their three year campaign to complete the overthrow of the Jewish nation. Many who were taught this prophecy by the very men who got it straight from the Lord's mouth were still alive when this happened.  And at the End of the Age many who are alive as these signs begin to appear will still be alive at their conclusion.
 
The last sentence is especially meaningful. "Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." By watching for the sign of the Roman armies encircling Jerusalem and praying for deliverance (from all that was about to happen), believers on Earth at the time were able to escape the death and destruction of Jerusalem's judgment.  Just so, by watching for the End Times signs and praying for deliverance, the  believers on Earth in our time will be able to escape from the death and destruction of Earth's judgment (to stand before the Son of Man).
 
As you know, I don't believe the Lord ever gave a clear teaching on the Rapture of the Church. But with two brief mentions, "When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near" (Luke 21:28) and "pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man " (Luke 21:36) He gave the clearest hints of His entire earthly ministry that the Church will be delivered from the end times judgments. (60 years later, when He visited John on the Isle of Patmos, He confirmed this, saying, "Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth" (Rev. 3:10). Before the end times judgments begin we'll be standing before the Son of Man, having met Him in the air (1 Thes. 4:16-17).
 
The King James version of Luke 21:36 reads "pray that you may be counted worthy to escape" and there are those who use this verse to justify a partial rapture, saying only those believers who are worthy will be taken.  But it's important to remember that just as it was then, so it is now.   No one will be counted worthy based on his or her own merits.  We pray for our salvation and are made worthy by accepting the Lord's death as payment for our sins and believing in His resurrection, because by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy (Hebr. 10:14).
 
Now you can see that the partial fulfillment of the Lord's prophecy, found in the first century destruction of Jerusalem, confirmed the ultimate fulfillment of all that He said would happen soon to the entire world.  You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah.
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