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	2/22/15
HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY 
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
After Israeli elections, Palestine issue to once again take center stage 
Bennett: "a Palestinian state may be established by 2017"
A possible fresh start in the Middle East? 
Kerry warns on viability of Palestinian Authority if Israel blocks funds 
Kerry Sets Up Israel as Fall Guy if Palestinian Authority Goes Bankrupt
New Likud Ad Reminds the US Opposed Foundation of Israel Too
'Four out of 10 new immigrants to Israel consider returning to country of origin' 
Iran Responds to Liberman: We'll Destroy Tel Aviv in 10 Minutes
Israel to US: Emerging nuclear deal allows Iran to dominate Middle East 
Kerry acknowledges 'significant gaps' in nuclear talks with Iran
Arab nations said deeply worried by Iran nuke deal
Diplomacy in high gear with Iran after new IAEA report raises concern 
Netanyahu: 'Astonishing' that talks continue with Iran despite it hiding info from IAEA 
Israeli PM says coming month 'critical' regarding Iran
Unwelcome mat: White House tries to counter Netanyahu visit
White House may snub AIPAC as it seeks to undercut Netanyahu speech
Giuliani Destroys Obama in Epic Speech: Netanyahu Is 'A Man Who Fights for His People, Unlike Our President'
'Dirty Money' polluting Iranian politics, interior minister says 
Israel demands UN condemn Iran's Holocaust-themed cartoon contest 
Explosion at residence of Iran ambassador in Libya 
Libyan chemical weapons 'seized by extremists'
How Islamic State is expanding its empire of terror 
GOP senators demand answers over disclosure of mission to oust ISIS from Mosul
Four killed in explosion in Syria's Qardaha, state media reports 
Syria forces execute 10 children of rebels: monitor
Teen 'jihadi brides' reportedly complete journey from Britain to Islamic State in Syria 
European jihadis find travel to Islamic State increasingly difficult 
Obama policy to bring Syrian refugees into US raises concern among Republicans, intelligence community
Terror group calls for attacks on malls in US, UK and Canada
New Boko Haram videos hint at ties with ISIS
Nigerian forces retake border town of Baga from Boko Haram 
Gunmen abduct 89 boys in war-torn South Sudan, UN says 
U.S. nears deal to modify military pullout from Afghanistan
Defense chief says training Afghan forces 'becoming the heart' of US mission
Myanmar says more than 130 dead in fighting near China border
Ukraine claims 12 cease-fire violations overnight
Ukraine PM says cease fire non-existent, Putin on a larger mission
Pro-Russia rebel build-up near port city alarms Ukraine military
Pro-Russian Rebels to Begin Weapons Pullback in East Ukraine: Leader
Kerry says arming Ukrainian forces has not been ruled out 
Ukraine: Kerry threatens further sanctions over 'craven' Russian actions
Ukraine crisis: Prisoner swap boosts ceasefire
'Die, America!' banners on view as Russians protest
Obama to seek emergency order restarting immigration programs
DHS rushing amnesty contracts at 'full-throttle pace': source 
U.S. refinery strike spreads to one-fifth of national capacity 
USGS: Fracking causing several Okla. earthquakes, debate continues
5.5 magnitude earthquake hits near Dobo, Indonesia
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Lae, Papua New Guinea
5.3 magnitude earthquake hits the southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Shihezi, China
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Ansermanuevo, Colombia
5.2 magnitude earthquake hits near Dadali, Solomon Islands
5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Miyako, Japan
Minor earthquake swarm in Katla volcano, Iceland
Sheviluch volcano on Kamchakta, Russia erupts to 30,000ft
Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 22,000ft
Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
Fuego volcano in Guatemala erupts to 15,000ft
Siberian Express: Arctic Blast Leaves 20 Dead from Hypothermia; Schools Close to Avoid Brutal Cold
Record cold continues; next week could be colder
India struggles with deadly swine flu outbreak
Could 3 Parent IVF get approved in the United States?
Atlanta libs trying to open gay-only school for kids as young as pre-K
2/21/15


IDF accused of deliberately targeting UNIFIL peacekeepers in Lebanon 

Report: Iran has direct military presence on Israel's borders

Liberman: We Need to Stop 'Whining' About Iran and Take Action

Netanyahu throws cold water on IAEA report claiming Iran restraining its nuclear program 

Arab governments express concern over Iran deal, potential for Mid-East nuclear arms race 

Iran has stopped questionable nuclear centrifuge testing, IAEA report claims 

'CIA sting against Iran's nuclear program could prompt IAEA reassessment' 

German panel on anti-Semitism ripped for not including Jews

German Jews hide Jewish magazine for fear of anti-Semitic attacks 

Paris Jews urged to move to small city in central France to escape anti-Semitism

Israel is ready for a large number of people immigrating from Europe

Norwegian Muslims to form human ring around Oslo synagogue 

White House Summit on Violent Extremism Opens With Muslim Prayer - No Other Faiths Represented

Graeme Wood: ISIS believes Jesus will come to their aid

Missing schoolgirls: Police appeal for three London teenagers feared to have gone to Syria to join ISIS

Islamic State militants claim suicide attacks in Libya that kill 42 

Could ISIS' foray into North Africa draw another Western intervention in Libya? 

Libya FM: Islamic State threat 'urgent'

New US Secretary of Defense silent on date of Mosul offensive, says US will take supporting role 

U.S. defense secretary: Mosul assault should be launched at right time to succeed 

U.S. Sees Need of up to 25,000 Iraqis to Retake Mosul

1,700 Russian nationals fighting alongside the Islamic State in Iraq 

Ukraine crisis: Moscow rally against 'coup' one year on

Ukraine official cites heavy losses in Debaltseve siege

Putin says Russia's military strength unmatchable: Interfax

Britain cannot defend itself against Putin's military might, top brass warn

Russian expansionism may pose existential threat, says Nato general 

Russia 'undermining' global world order: US

Putin says Russia will never yield to foreign pressure

Russian bombers testing the RAF hark back to cold war for Putin and the west 

Greece's Tsipras attacks sanctions on Russia

Is Greece's new leader Alexis Tsipras going to be Russia's 'Trojan donkey'?

Atheist Leaders of Europe Increase in Number With Alexis Tsipras Becoming First Openly Atheist Greek Prime Minister

Greece, euro zone creditors reach accord on loan 

West Coast dockworkers reach tentative contract after labor strife snarled trade with Asia

Dow sets first record close for 2015, S&P at high on Greece deal

Third banker mysteriously dies this year, joining 36 banker deaths from 2014

Afghan central bank branch employees raid their own bank and run 

US Defence Secretary Ash Carter in Afghanistan seeking 'lasting' success

North Korea holds missile and artillery live firing drill

Students object to online courses recording facial features, knuckles, voice

DHS intelligence report warns of domestic right-wing terror threat 

New woes for HealthCare.gov: Tax filing delays after wrong info sent to nearly 1 million

Ben Carson Says Obama Could Be Guilty Of Treason

Rudy Giuliani clarifies Obama comments by claiming the President has been influenced by communism, socialism

Venezuelans on edge after Caracas mayor arrested on 'endless coup' claim

Unusual comet dive-bombs the sun

6.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Miyako, Japan

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near Shizunai, Japan

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits near L'Esperance Rock, New Zealand

5.3 magnitude earthquake hits the Southern Mid-Atlantic Ridge

Sinabung volcano in Indonesia erupts to 45,000ft

Sheviluch volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 25,000ft

Kliuchevskoi volcano on Kamchatka, Russia erupts to 20,000ft

Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 20,000ft

Reventador volcano in Ecuador erupts to 15,000ft

Australia cyclones cause 'complete and utter devastation'

Australia prepares for floods in aftermath of major cyclones

Rare snowstorm blankets Jerusalem, Israeli desert

Siberian Express Grips Midwest, Northeast, South; Four Cities Set All-Time Record Lows

120-year-old record low broken in D.C., one of many today and in the past week

Most of Great Lakes Surface Frozen for Second Straight Year

Republicans To Investigate Climate Data Tampering By NASA

Measles outbreak at 149 cases in eight states, Canada and Mexico

Measles outbreak: California bill would end all vaccination loopholes except medical

Committee passes, sends full House bill to trim Washington state's vaccine exemptions

Newly Found Virus Linked to Kansas Death After Tick Bite 
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
 (Featured Article at Bottom)
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Israel to US: Emerging nuclear deal allows Iran to dominate Middle East
1. Last days? Heavenly signs abound during Netanyahu speech
1. ISIS Redraws the Map of the Middle East
1. Openly Atheist Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras Leading Rise In Anti-God EU Leaders
1. Called Out of Darkness
1. Praying with passion and precision
1. Featured Article: Occupy Until I Come       
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Israel to US: Emerging nuclear deal allows Iran to dominate Middle East - http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Israel-to-US-Emerging-nuclear-deal-would-allow-Iran-to-dominate-Middle-East-391719
 
 
Israel's disagreements with the Obama administration over the parameters of an emerging agreement between the West and Iran have been known for years, but are only beginning to manifest in a public way as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's speech to Congress is just weeks away, Strategic Affairs and Intelligence Minister Yuval Steinitz told The Washington Post over the weekend.
 
Steinitz articulated his government's position that the agreement being discussed does not adequately safeguard against an Iranian "breakout" to the bomb should the Tehran regime decide to sprint toward building an atomic weapon.
 
"From the very beginning, we made it clear we had reservations about the goal of the negotiations," Steinitz told the newspaper's chief foreign affairs analyst, David Ignatius. "We thought the goal should be to get rid of the Iranian nuclear threat, not verify or inspect it."
 
The deal being discussed would leave Iran with the capability to develop an atomic device within a year while also enabling it to continue enriching uranium at high quantities, a prospect that Israel opposes.
 
Steinitz said that while he understood Washington's desire to reach an agreement that would keep Iran's nuclear program on stand-by for at least a decade - enough time for a new leadership to emerge - this approach presented serious challenges.
 
"You're saying, okay, in 10 or 12 years Iran might be a different country," Steinitz said. "[This is] dangerous" since it fails to take into account the fact that the regime is "thinking like an old-fashioned superpower."
 
"To believe that in the next decade there will be a democratic change in leadership and that Iran won't threaten the US or Israel anymore, I think this is too speculative," the minister told The Washington Post.
 
Steinitz said that Israel initially believed that the Iranians would only be permitted to enrich a symbolic amount of uranium, but when the Netanyahu administration got word that the agreement being discussed would leave Iran in possession of thousands of centrifuges, it decided to escalate its rhetoric against the negotiations.
 
With the West bogged down with other crises, the Iranians could take advantage and "sneak out" of the agreement by quickly developing a bomb, Steinitz said. With the verification mechanisms stipulated by the agreement, it would already be too late for the Americans to catch Iran in the act.
 
"Iran is part of the problem and not part of the solution," Steinitz said, before adding, "unless you think Iran dominating the Middle East is the solution."
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Last days? Heavenly signs abound during Netanyahu speech - http://www.wnd.com/2015/02/last-days-heavenly-signs-abound-during-netanyahu-speech/ 
 
 
'Our own nation will be judged depending on how it acts in this moment' 
 
Religious leaders are warning that the United States is nearing a day of judgment based on its treatment of the nation of Israel.
 
What's more, they say, signs in the heavens are coinciding with what is shaping up to be an unexpectedly controversial address by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on March 3 and a fiercely contested Israeli election weeks later.
 
Pastor Mark Biltz of El Shaddai Ministries warns that "our nation will be judged" based on whether the United States sides with or against the Jewish state.
 
Biltz believes signs in the heavens and correlations with feast days on the biblical calendar show such a judgment may be coming soon.
 
"When Netanyahu speaks before Congress on March 3, this is the day before the Fast of Esther when the enemies of Israel, specifically Persia/Iran, had planned to destroy the nation of Israel," he said. "The next day is Purim, which celebrates the day Israel achieved victory over Iran. The timing significance of this is just as important as the timing of the blood moon."
 
Biltz, author of "Blood Moons: Decoding the Imminent Heavenly Signs," warns that the next blood moon is scheduled to appear over Passover, which begins April 3, just one month after Netanyahu's speech.
 
And this will be preceded two weeks earlier by a total solar eclipse on March 20, three days after the Israeli election, and coincides with Nisan, the beginning of the New Year according to the biblical calendar.
 
Total eclipses don't take place on any other known planet, point out intelligent-design scientists. They only take place on Earth, the finely tuned planet where life exists that can actually view them. Biltz points out that the Bible says in Genesis that the sun, moon and stars were created specifically as signs for mankind, so His creation would know about the feasts (or appointed times) to have relationship with their Creator.
 
These prophetic warnings come amid unprecedented tumult in the American-Israeli relationship.
 
President Barack Obama and other leading Democrats say they will not be attending Netanyahu's speech, and the White House condemned House Speaker John Boehner's invitation as a breach of protocol.
 
Rep. Keith Ellison, the first Muslim elected to Congress, is circulating a letter signed by 22 other House Democrats urging Boehner to delay the speech.
 
Top staffers in the Obama administration are also heavily involved in the political opposition to Netanyahu, who faces an election on March 17.
 
"God tells us in Genesis 1:14 that the heavenly bodies were created to serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years," Biltz said. "But the word seasons is better translated as divine appointments, and here we have a solar eclipse and then a blood moon falling on the New Year and Passover respectively - all at a time when the Jewish state is under great persecution. God is trying to tell us something about a divine appointment."
 
Pastor Ray Bentley of Maranatha Chapel in San Diego, California, enthusiastically agrees with Biltz and warns that Christians need to be "praying like they never prayed before."
 
"Rabbis have a saying," Bentley said, "that the word coincidence is not a kosher word. These kinds of signs show we are in a powerful, phenomenal time, a time of great testing for both Israel and the world."
 
Bentley believes Israel is facing a "second Holocaust" and that Christians need to become more vocal in their defense of the Jewish state.
 
Pastor Biltz agrees and says the fact that Israel has become a partisan issue is nothing less than tragic.
 
"This shouldn't be political," Biltz said. "This is about the survival of Israel. Iran is the issue of the day. It is developing nuclear weapons. And our own nation will be judged depending on how it acts in this moment."
 
Both Biltz and Bentley cited Joel 3:2 to justify their positions. The verse says the nations will be judged by God for having scattered the people of Israel among the nations and divided its land.
 
As Biltz puts it, "God says he will divide the sheep from the goats, one nation from another, and he will do it on the basis of those who supported Israel and those who didn't."
 
Laurie Cardoza-Moore, founder of Proclaiming Justice to the Nations and special United Nations envoy for the World Council of Independent Christian Churches, said Israeli-American nations are at a crucial juncture.
 
"This is a critical turning point," she said. "It seems that with Obama's presidency, every year that goes by the relationship between Israel and the United States becomes more strained, and not because of the Israeli prime minister. The overwhelmingly majority of Americans support Israel and believe Israel has the right to defend itself against terrorism. But this president is trying to undermine Prime Minister Netanyahu."
 
Cardoza-Moore believes Obama's agenda goes behind simple opposition to Netanyahu.
 
"I see this as anti-Semitism," she said. "The president of the United States has bought into the BDS movement."
 
The BDS movement is the "Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions" campaign taking root on college campuses and in churches around the country. The goal of the campaign is to economically strangle the Jewish state to force concessions to the Palestinians.
 
However, Cardoza-Moore believes Netanyahu will receive a rapturous reception in Congress, "the body that really represents that American people. You will see standing ovation after standing ovation for this man."
 
In her film, "The Forgotten People: Christianity and the Holocaust," producer Laurie Cardoza-Moore documents the growing hatred of Jews, the parallels between Nazism and radical Islam and why Christians must take a stand for justice and defend the people and nation of Israel.
 
Pastor Bentley warns that "the nations will be judged collectively" on what they do in this moment. And he believes Christians need to be talking just as much about prophecies of the End Times as they do about prophecies of the past.
 
"We are told that Israel will be alone during this time," Bentley said. "We may be seeing the beginnings of that process."
 
Cardoza-Moore sees the controversy over Israel as core to the survival of the United States.
 
"There will be judgment upon this nation based upon how we act right now," she said. "That's all I can say."
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ISIS Redraws the Map of the Middle East - David Rosen - http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/02/20/isis-redraws-the-map-of-the-middle-east/ 
 
 
The recent beheadings of 21 Coptic Christians by the Islamic State (IS) has drawn worldwide condemnation and led the Egyptian military to launch air strikes in Libya.  The beheadings are part of a self-conscious form of political spectacle, one intended to garner worldwide media attention - which it did.  The violent actions were also intended to rally support for the organization's goal of establishing a caliphate, an orthodox Islamic state controlled by a single political and religious leader and governed under Sharia law.
 
Equally critical to its campaign, and too-often unappreciated by media pundits, IS seeks to redraw the traditional borders of what was once known as the Levant.  This is a geographic territory little mentioned today, but since Old Testament days has been a war zone of contesting armies and belief systems.  Among these confrontations were the Christian Crusades, eight campaigns that dragged on from 1095 to 1272 AD; some say it lasted until 1798.
 
National borders are not fixed, divinely established and eternal.  Rather, they are political constructs, revealing more of the dynamics of political power then the identity of those so governed.  No better example of this is the U.S., in which any number of tactics was used to both extend and preserve the nation's borders.  These efforts include outright theft (land of Native peoples), purchase (Louisiana territory), war (with Mexico), subversion (seizure of Hawaii) and civil war (to stop the South from succeeding).
 
IS is aggressively pursuing a campaign to reverse traditional notions of territoriality, particularly that established by European colonialists following World War I and the breakup of the Ottoman Empire.  Is the Islamic State's violent challenge to existing boarders of Middle East countries a negative rebellion against globalization?
 
The word "Levant" derives from the French term, lever, "to rise," and refers to the direction of the rising sun from the perspective of the eastern Mediterranean of ancient Greece and Rome.  It is synonymous with "Mashriq," referring to "the east" or "the sunrise."
 
The Levant roughly extends 400 miles north from the Taurus Mountains to the Arabian Desert at the south, and across some 70 to 100 miles east from the Mediterranean Sea into the Zagros Mountains of Upper Mesopotamia.  Some insist that it includes Jordan, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Cyprus and part of southern Turkey, but not the Caucasus Mountains or the Arabian Peninsula.  In Biblical times, the Levant's southern part - what's known as Syria today - was called Canaan.
 
In June 2014, IS released a video, "Breaking of the Borders," following its capture of the frontier crossing between northern Syria and Iraq.  The victory was a stepping-stone to its capture of Mosul, Iraq's largest northern city, and which it still controls.  "This is not the first border we will break, we will break other borders," proclaimed the video's narrator.
 
"I say to the Islamic Ummah [community]," the speaker adds:  "Now we are in Iraq.  Allah, glorified and exalted ... smashed these borders, the borders of Sykes-Picot, and now the Muslim can enter Iraq without a passport."
 
The reference to "the borders of Sykes-Picot" recalls a secret deal concocted by Great Britain and France in May 1916 to carve up the Ottoman Empire in anticipation of victory in the Great War.  During the war, the Ottomans allied with Germany and the Central Powers against Britain, France, Russia and the U.S.  With war's end, the victors took out their knives and carved up a territory dating from 1299.
 
Six centuries of pre-modern rule came to an end and with it a new geopolitical order came to power. The deal, cut by Sir Mark Sykes (Britain) and Francois Georges Picot (France), established spheres of influence for the European great powers.  The deal was rooted in the negotiators' desire to secure control over the principle 20th century energy source, oil.  France claimed Syria; Britain got the southern part of Syria covering parts of Mesopotamia (what would become Iraq, Lebanon and parts of Palestine); and an international zone included parts of Palestine.  The boundaries established by the deal remain more-or-less in place today.
 
The 2007 movie, Charlie Wilson's War, starring Tom Hanks, makes merry the CIA's adventures in Afghanistan in the early-'80s.  It wonderfully recalls the good-old days of the last great battle of the Cold War and how ever-clever U.S. politicians and undercover operatives fueled a local insurgency that contributed to the collapse of the Soviet Union.  The movie makes insurgency great fun.
 
As evident from the experience of Osama bin Laden, many Islamic warriors got their start collaborating with U.S. interests in Afghanistan.  The U.S. invasion of Iraq planted the seed from which IS evolved as both a political and military entity.   In 2002, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a Jordanian and leader of Tawhid wa al-Jihad (Organization of Monotheism and Jihad), established al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI).  Following Zarqawi's death in 2006, AQI morphed into Islamic State in Iraq (ISI).  In April 2013, ISI, with a military presence in Iraq and Syria, was rebranded the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIS).  The Islamic State (IS) was decreed in June 2014.
 
IS seeks to overturn the Great Powers' division of the Levant, thus reshaping traditional national territories into a religious-political caliphate.  It has a military and political presence in Syria and Iraq; it is creeping into Lebanon and now Libya (involving the murder of Christian Egyptians).  IS even promises to "free Palestine."
 
IS is but one of the insurgent movements challenging European colonists' notions of the nation state set up by Sykes-Picot or other such schemes.
 
The European Union (EU) suggests one failed approach.  It was established in 1957 to facilitate the economic, social and cultural integration - symbolized by the euro and open boarders - of individual countries.  It originally consisted of six countries and, today, involves 28 countries and over 500 million people.  Since it's founding, there've been calls for the EU to become a "United States of Europe," with individual countries becoming analogous to U.S. states.  However, with the rise of rightwing movements in the France, the UK and other countries as well as Greece's possible exit, a further reconfiguration of Europe seems unlikely.
 
The Kurds suggest an alternative transnational political identity.  Based in a well-run and strongly militarized area of northern Iraq, it could well emerge as an independent nation state if (as many hypothesize) Iraq breaks up.  More troubling, it could then serve as an anchor state aligned with Kurdish separatists in Turkey, a NATO state.
 
An IS off-shoot, "AfPak," is spearheading a campaign to create what it calls Islamic State of Khorasan.  It covers a region spanning Afghanistan and Pakistan as well as parts of Iran, Central Asia, India, and Bangladesh.  (The border between Pakistan and India was established in 1947 under what is known as the "Radcliffe Line," laid out by yet another British colonialist, Sir Cyril Radcliffe.)
 
Boko Haram, which means "Western education is forbidden," is terrorizing northern Nigeria.  An Islamic fundamentalist group, it has engaged in beheadings, mass killings and the kidnapping of schoolgirl.  It originally sought to unite Anglophone Nigeria with its Francophone neighbor Niger, which has a larger Muslims population.  It is extending its terrifying tentacles into Niger, Cameroonian and Chad.
 
The aggressive violence of Islamic fundamentalists in the Levant and Nigeria are reactionary responses to a profoundly destabilized world order.  They represent a rejection of what is understood in the West as "civilization," of secularism, science, democracy, arts, gender equality and sexual pleasure.  They are the latest - last? - battles of patriarchy.
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"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.
All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!

CONVERGENCE - This DVD will be released on *March 1st, 2015 - Pre-Order and reserve your copy today! When you pre-order a DVD, not only are you making sure that you get your copy early, you are also helping to support this ministry and the product of this movie - thank you!!! *(This is an estimate and could be sooner, prayerfully no later)

CLICK HERE TO ORDER
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CHECK OUT ALL OUR AMAZING DVD'S

The End of Times - Israel God's Timepiece - The Rapture - After the Rapture - As in the Days of Noah - Gog and Magog - Perilous Times - The Antichrist - Living on Borrowed Time - Angels,  Aliens & Armageddon - There will be Tribulation - Jerusalem A Cup of Trembling - The Revelation Series - 
The Daniel Series
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VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
 
 
READ SOME OF OUR REVIEWS:
 
"Awesome - Great Work - Congratulations!"  - D. Koerner
 
"I found it really moving" - D. Bower
 
"The scene inside the church was awesome. I need to go home and lay on my face. Great work man!"- R. Miller
 
"Awesome video! I watched it last night with my family, and we loved it, and plan to share the word about it" -   C. Young
 
"My wife and I watched the video and it is outstanding. Biblically solid...... we especially like the clear bible referencing and quoting. The video is a moving tapestry tightly weaved with spectacular photography, bible references, and the signs of the times put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The gospel is presented clearly with tender love. We pray that this DVD gets distributed far and wide. I hope youth ministers have the courage to show this DVD rather than the garbage materials of the emergent church movement." - John Wicklund Board President for Olive Tree Ministries 
 
"I received The End of Times DVD today. It is Superb! For those that don't know much, or anything about Bible Prophecy, this DVD should really open their eyes, a great teaching tool. For those that have grown cold or indifferent in the Lord, this should awaken them." T. Nelson 
 
"The DVD provides an effective mix of biblical teaching and history, interspersed with the happenings in Israel today.  Particularly effective is the emotional ending showing the return of Jewish people worldwide back to Israel and traveling with a sense of destiny.  Many commentators have said Israel is God's hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand on God's timepiece.  The video is a great introduction and myth-buster for those who do not know of the importance of Israel in God's eyes or who believe Israel has as much significance in today's world as Madagascar or the Canary Islands." - John Wicklund, Chairman Olive Tree Ministries Board of Directors
 
Got the DVD today and just finished watching it...outstanding!!! Loved it!!! - G. Madison - Oklahoma
 
 I watched "Israel God's Timepiece" last night and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have loved Israel ever since I read the book "Exodus", when I was in the Army in 1958. I do everything I can to support Israel and get people involved in what they are going through, and more than that, to pray for Peace in Jerusalem, according to Psalm 122. Your DVD was a fitting tribute to this wonderful, spectacular country and God's very own "baby". Thanks for taking the time to put it together. Very well done. - J. Masters - Mississippi
 
It is really a professional production and I see why it is so well received. In fact we felt it is actually the best film we have seen on end time events. - Bill & Brenda Hicks
 
 At first I thought it was going to be another routine message but as it progressed it became more and more impressive. It was a great message. Congratulations on a very well presented and produced DVD. - R. Webb - Williamsburg
 
Another effective witness from Randy and Prophecy Update. The "There will be Tribulation" video describes the purpose and the sequence of events during the final seven years prior to the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. The linkage to many Old Testament prophecies clearly show the importance of the nation of Israel to this seven-year period. The pictures in the video document a world already full of tribulation- how terrible will be those seven years. Great teaching tool for small groups and youth ministers to present the gospel message through the topic of 
bible prophecy. - John Wicklund Chair- Olive Tree Ministries Board of 
Directors
 
 "Moving and Inspirational" - D. Koerner, Bakersfield, CA
 
 "Your Presentation will literally scare the h-ll out some people. There is enough scripture and warnings of what is coming to cause, anyone, who has put off accepting the Lord's salvation through Jesus to repent now!" - Don Mills - Director of Programming - CSN Radio - Twin Falls, ID
 
 
Brother Randy, to say it was a great movie documentary is an understatement. Thank you for doing the Lord's work. This movie gave me the chills. - Terrance Alan - Kaukauna, WI
 
 
Thanks so much for the DVD There will be Tribulation...I watched it the other day, finally.   It is well done and really holds your attention. In fact, it's unrelenting...which of course is what it needs to be. - Rich and JoAnne - Temecula, CA
 
 
VISIT OUR STORE BY CLICKING HERE
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Openly Atheist Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras Leading Rise In Anti-God EU Leaders - Geoffrey Grider - http://www.nowtheendbegins.com/blog/?p=31040 
 
 
Europe is rapidly realigning itself behind the charismatic new Greek leader
 
"But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things." Daniel 11:38 (KJV)
 
Like Pope Francis in Rome, new Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras is making dizzyingly-fast change in Greece that is having a ripple effect across Europe. The anti-God leader's example has given rise to atheist leaders in other Euro nations.
 
Round and round she goes, and where she stops only the prophets know...
 
Alexis Tsipras, who was sworn in earlier this week as the new Prime Minister of Greece, has become his country's first openly atheist leader. A survey noted that atheist leaders in Europe are becoming more prominent, with France and Croatia also being led by non-religious figures.
 
Already there are comparisons between Tsipras and Obama. The adoring crowds. The rock star status. The people really don't know much about their new PM. Sound familiar?
 
Tsipras was sworn in on Monday after his Syriza party won the elections in Greece, but he chose not to take a religious oath at the ceremony. Reuters noted that Tsipras, whose left-wing party has opposed austerity measures, broke fromtradition when he decided to take a civil, rather than a biblical oath.
 
Quartz analyzed public statements from European leaders and identified at least two others who have also said that they are atheists - French President Francois Hollande and Croatian Prime Minister Zoran Milanović.
 
Hollande, who was raised a Roman Catholic but left the religion, said in 2002: "I have reached a point where what is clear to me is the conviction that God doesn't exist, rather than the contrary." He separately added that he respects all faith, but chooses not to have one. 
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Called Out of Darkness - By Howard Green - http://www.raptureready.com/soap2/green21.html 
 
 
 Have you noticed there is a comfort level that exists around people who act, believe and live the same way for the most part? Conversely, there is a level of discomfort when people are around others who live by a different standard. Nowhere is this comfort or lack thereof more evident than when the life of truly born again Christians intersect with the world around us.
 
 Not only do we notice the comfort levels fluctuate, but along with that comes a palpable level of tension. This is the place where the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of God meet. When Christians come out from among the world and live holy lives in the company of the unsaved...the difference between the two kingdoms couldn't be greater.
 
 It's a sad day when the lines between many who call themselves "Christian" and people in this dark world are virtually indistinguishable. Our generation is marked by pseudo-Christians who are dabbling in the darkness instead of being called out of darkness.
 
 1 Peter 2:9-12: "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
 
  Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation."
 
Why did God call us out of darkness?
 
 He called us out of darkness so we can bring glory to His name. The world will see our deeds, love, and even our conduct as we live among them. One day soon, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord. There is a clear distinction between the repentant person and the one who won't repent and it will culminate on judgment day.  
 
 Those who reject Jesus day after day will remember the way believers lived for Him and every time they rejected Him. They will bow the knee and proclaim He is Lord to the glory of God. It will be too late to repent and ask Jesus to be their Lord then.
 
 The Bible gives a number of reasons why we are to live holy lives and one of the most important is our witness to the world. Although many will reject Jesus right up to the moment of death or His return...some people will trust Him as their Savior. The Lord draws people by His Spirit and this happens in a number of ways and one is by the witness of a Christian life. It is critical that Christians live in a way that is in stark contrast to this world and it's darkness.
 
 Matthew 5:14-16: "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."
 
1 Peter 1:13-18: "Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, 'You shall be holy, for I am holy.'  
 
And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot."
 
The Scriptures above make it clear that Christians are to live in a way that is diametrically opposed to this world system and culture. Why is it that so many "Christians" are indistinguishable from the worldly unsaved people around them and why doesn't the fruit of their life match the profession of faith they proudly proclaim on Facebook, Twitter, to their fellow church members or others?
 
 I don't know what motivates one to play games with the Lord, but I suppose it has much to do with lack of true conversion and pride. This Christian posturing and evangelical cloak people wear allows them a sense of belonging into a sort of quasi-Christian social club.
 
 You might be the recipient of accolades and positions within your church or fellowship because some folks thrive on this evangelical club mentality. That is religion, not biblical Christianity. Here's the thing...God isn't fooled. He isn't impressed with our posturing, spiritual platitudes, and religious clubs we are cultivating. Look at the way He tells us to live in this world:  
 
 We are to abstain from the passions of the flesh as sojourners and exiles here. We are supposed to keep our conduct honorable in the world. We are to let our light shine before others all of the time...not just between 9:00 and 11:30 on Sunday mornings.
 
 Peter refers to us as obedient children and exhorts us to run from former passions being holy in all of our conduct because God (our Father) is holy. We were rescued from the futility of our former ways by the blood of Jesus. This is how we are to live at all times and most certainly before the world because they are watching.
 
 News flash: The world is laughing. They have had their fill of disingenuous "Christians" who are playing religious games. They are sick of the same old song and dance of "Christians" who claim to be one thing and clearly demonstrate they are no different by the way they live. We should despise legalism and hyper grace teaching because both are equally manmade and worthless. Both extremes do nothing to build up Christians and mature faith. Far from being legalistic...the holy, righteous, godly life we are commanded to live is one that bears fruit. This is the kind of living the world does take notice of.
 
 The lost sinner in the world may be the guy you work with or your neighbor. It may be the church member sitting on the same pew or it might be a family member. I can assure you...many are watching your life and mine. True Christians must continue to walk the narrow way and live holy. If you are a game player and one who has one foot in the world and one foot playing "Christian" by means of association, you need to stop and repent.
 
 Why should the world listen to pseudo-Christians? Some people in the world are looking for something and hungry but don't know what for. Unfortunately the only "Christian" witness they see lives just like they do. These pseudo-Christians aren't living as those who are called out of darkness. Instead they are busy watching the  Real Housewives of...wherever.  
 
 They can't miss episodes of Breaking Bad or Weeds...two very popular shows that glorify the darkness of the drug culture and its lifestyle. That is two examples of filth masquerading as entertainment. They will move heaven and earth for a sporting event or concert, but neglect fellowship with true Christians.  
 
 They may secretly flirt with someone who is not their spouse and later...proudly wear a Promise Keepers shirt or attend the church marriage seminar. They may use crass language in the workplace or home and allow their kids to "play" violent video games, but they will join the popular boycott because their church friends will be pleased.
 
 These are just a small example of the filth that is being consumed by many who name the name of Christ.  This isn't a call to pillar of the community or solid citizen morality. This is a call to holy living instead of being indistinguishable from this world. As a whole, how did the evangelical church go from reading the Bible and books by Tozer, Spurgeon, and others to consuming the same amounts of garbage and filth the world does in just forty short years? 
 
 It's because God, the Bible, and holy living were substituted by and large with seeker sensitive pseudo-Christianity.
 
 There is no way people can have it both ways, but there are many so-called "Christians" who are living as though they can have this world and heaven too. God is watching and the world is watching. There has always been some in the church who are unmistakably not true Christians. Let me ask you a question:
 
 Christian friend, have you ever seen a time like the one we live in where there is such a separation between true born-again Christians and those who are sort of "Christian?" Truly born- again believers want to fellowship, live increasingly godly, and yield to His will. The pseudo-Christians want to have...their best life now.
 
 Colossians 3:1-4: "If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
 
 I don't know the day or hour, but I believe we are living in the days very near the Lord's return. He told us He was coming soon. Knowing this...how should we live? We must live according to the will of God...not our own. I know many of you reading this article will agree when I say:   
 
"I want to live in such a way that the world will either hate me for being a follower of Jesus, or want to follow Him as well because they have seen His presence in me."
 
There really is no middle ground here, live a life on fire for Jesus or live for yourself. We have been called out of darkness and truly born again believers don't dabble in it. Those of you who are following hard after the Lord, please be encouraged to finish well. Those of  you reading this article and wanting the best of the world and God, I want to lovingly warn you that time is running out to repent.  
 
 God is a jealous God and He wants nothing less than all of you...not divided affections. If you are comfortable in this world and feel at home here, you need to evaluate your affections in light of what the Bible says about the follower of Jesus.  
 
 Have you been called out of darkness?
 
 People in the world need the hope of the gospel. This will never be demonstrated in the life of a lukewarm Christian. The saving gospel is best demonstrated in the life of a truly repentant, converted, faithful person who is living holy while the world around them including pseudo-Christians are not. Some will come to Jesus because of the gospel and live out in a life yielded to Him.
 
 1 John 2:15-17: "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world-the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life-is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
 All for Him,
 Howard
 concerningthetimes.com  
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Praying with passion and precision - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2015/02/praying-with-passion-and-precision/ 
 
 
Pastor Greg Laurie looks at King David's relational pleas to his God
 
In times of trouble, we often turn to the book of Psalms, and so we should. When Jonah was swallowed by the great fish, he cried out words that are found in the Psalms. Jesus referred to the Psalms often. In fact, when He hung from the cross, He quoted from the Psalms.
 
Have you ever been betrayed by someone you loved? Perhaps even a member of your own family has turned against you. Have you ever faced seemingly insurmountable odds? Has it ever seemed as though there was no way out of your particular dilemma? If so, then you have a good idea of how David felt when he penned the words of Psalm 5.
 
David had made a number of mistakes in his life. He committed many sins that haunted him in his later years. Because of his multiple marriages, he had children who were partially related to one another, half brothers related to half sisters. It certainly wasn't the Brady Bunch. There was a lot of conflict and problems in his family as a result of his multiple marriages.
 
One of his sons was named Absalom. David also had a daughter named Tamar. Absalom and Tamar were full brother and sister. But one day, Tamar's half brother Amnon raped her. Absalom, her full brother, was outraged by what Amnon had done. He also was angry that his father had not taken stronger measures to deal with Amnon. So Absalom arranged to have Amnon killed. The result was that Absalom was banished from the kingdom. After a period of time, Absalom was allowed into the kingdom in again. But in the process, he was turning the hearts of the people away from his father, the king.
 
When you get down to it, the chickens were coming home to roost, as the old expression goes. David was reaping the results of the seeds of sin he had sowed many years earlier. Years before, following his sin of adultery with Bathsheba and his attempt to cover it up by having her husband murdered, the prophet Nathan told him, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. ... Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house'" (2 Samuel 12:7, 10-11 NKJV).
 
Out of his own household David was reaping the results of his sin. In his older years, David was fleeing for his life. After he readmitted his wayward son Absalom back into his kingdom, Absalom devised a plot to overthrow the king. He actually was leading a coup. Over a period of time, he stole the hearts of the people from his father and was getting ready to take over, causing a very aged King David to desert his throne and flee for his life into the wilderness. 
 
During this time of difficulty David penned three psalms in the wilderness: Psalm 3, 4 and 5. He began Psalm 5 with these words: "Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. Give heed to the voice of my cry, My King and my God, for to You I will pray. My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning I will direct it to You, and I will look up" (verses 1-3).
 
If ever there were a time David needed to be sure that God was listening to his prayers, it was that time. David really needed to know that God was with him. And in Psalm 5 we find a prayer that hits the mark. There are three things that stand out about it.
 
First, there was a holy boldness: "Give ear to my words, O LORD." The phrase "give ear" in Hebrew literally means "to broaden the ear as with the hand." It's the idea of someone who is a bit hard of hearing who cups his hand around his ear to hear what's being said. David was saying to God, "Lord, I want you to cup your hand around your ear and listen to what I am about to say."
 
Then he said, "Give heed to the voice of my cry." That phrase is even more daring in the Hebrew. It means "to prick up the ear," which is what happens with a dog. You know how dogs are. They can hear things you can't hear, and suddenly their ears go up. David was saying, "Lord, I want you to prick up your ear." In other words, "Lord, I want you to really listen."
 
Where did he get the audacity to speak to God that way? How did he dare to stand before God and say, "Cup your hand around your ear and listen carefully?" He said it because he had a relationship with God. The reason David could say, "Give ear to my words, O LORD" was because he went on to say, "My King and my God." He had a relationship with God that gave him freedom of access.
 
Secondly, there was a real burden. He said, "Consider my meditation." The Hebrew word used here for meditation is an unusual word because it hints at an unspoken prayer, an aching, a longing and a yearning of the innermost being. Essentially, David was saying, "Consider my yearning. Consider my aching heart. Consider what is going on deep inside of me, the cry of my soul." Sometimes a good prayer is a groan. David had a burden deep inside.
 
Lastly, there was clear focus. "David said, My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning I will direct it to You, and I will look up." Another version puts it this way: "Every morning you'll hear me at it again. Every morning I lay out the pieces of my life on your altar and watch for fire to descend" (MSG). It is speaking of an order, of a structure and a focus in prayer. David was saying, "Not only am I praying with boldness, not only am I praying with passion, but I am praying with precision. I am praying with clarity. I am aiming my prayer in a certain direction."
 
So how did things turn out for King David? I would say quite well. Through a quick chain of events, David was returned to his throne, and Absalom ended up hanging by a tree as he fled for his life. God turned it around and put David back where he belonged. And it all happened through prayer as David cast it on the Lord.
 
What a difference prayer can make. Take your problems and burdens and cast them on the Lord, and he ultimately will have his way. No matter how bleak your scenario is right now, God can turn it around.
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 
 
 or 
 www.prophecyupdate.mycharitybox.com 


Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
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Featured Article: Occupy Until I Come - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley - http://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/occupy-come/ 
 
 
Some of you are aware that we post a "Question Of The Day" on Facebook each day. Recently one of these questions received more comments than any other we've ever posted by a wide margin.
 
It concerned a woman's frustration because in a recent conversation her friends confirmed that they believe in an any moment rapture but then went on to tell her their plans for the next 10-20 years, what they expect to do when they retire, what kind of career they hope their children will have, and how they can't wait to have grand children. She felt like they were just paying lip service to the nearness of the rapture and were more focused on their long term hopes and plans for this world.
 
I agreed with her, saying that what people pay attention to in their life gives you a clue as to what their intentions are for their life. When people spend more time talking about their long range plans for their life in this world than they do about their longing for the Lord to return for the Church and what they're doing for Him while they wait, it tells us they intend to be here for a long time.
 
The comments I received in response to this posting were all over the place. A few agreed with the questioner, but most thought there is nothing wrong with making long term plans for our lives because we can't know for sure when He's coming. And more than one person said, "We can't just abandon our lives and go camp on a hill waiting for Him."
 
Several quoted the phrase "Occupy until I come" from the Parable of the Ten Minas (Luke 19:11-27) as their justification for making long term worldly plans, but I wonder how many of us realize the context in which the Lord said this.
 
In the parable, a man of noble birth was going on an extended trip and was leaving his servants in charge of a portion of his wealth saying, "Occupy till I come."
 
As you know a parable is a heavenly story put into an earthly context where every character is fictional and represents an actual one. In the Parable of the Ten Minas the man of noble birth represents Jesus, and His servants represent us.
 
The Greek word translated "occupy" in the King James translation of Luke 19:13 can mean to be occupied in anything, but in the context of the parable it means to "carry on a business." In place of "occupy till I come" some English translations have the nobleman saying, "Put this money to work until I come back." Others say, "Engage in business with this until I return."
 
While there are a number of ways in which different translations convey this idea, I didn't find a single one that indicated the nobleman was just telling his servants to idly wait for him as in "camping on a hill." Nor did I find one that had the nobleman telling them to do whatever they wanted while he was gone. They all conveyed the idea that he expected them to conduct his business on his behalf using the resources he was leaving with them.
 
Therefore, the phrase "occupy until I come" doesn't mean we're free to live our life according to whatever priorities we've established while we wait for the rapture. It means we're to be occupied in the work He's given us until He returns, and have something to show for it. The fact that the nobleman criticized the servant who preserved the money he'd been given but didn't increase it at all lends credence to this interpretation. He expected a return on his capital.
 
What Work Has He Given Us?
 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-this is your true and proper worship (Romans 12:1).
 
Romans 12:1-2 could be called Paul's interpretation of the phrase "Occupy until I come." I say that because the Greek word translated "worship" in Romans 12:1 is not the one that would normally be used. In fact, it actually means "service" and that's the way many translations render it. The King James translation calls it our "reasonable service". In Romans 12:1 Paul urged us to offer ourselves to God to perform whatever service He has in mind for us as our response to the mercy He has shown us. And how are we supposed to know what that is? Verse 2 gives us the answer.
 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans 12:2).
 
Do you know what God's will for your life is? We can discover His will for us by refusing to accept the pattern of this world with it's "bigger this and more of that" mentality and allowing our minds to be renewed and become focused on the much more meaningful plans God has for our life.
 
You can make this discovery at any point in your life. The minute you decide to give your life to the Lord and start seeking His will for you, He will meet you right where you are. The only radical change you'll have to make is in the area of your priorities. God has to replace you or anything else you might currently have in your number 1 position. But even then, He knows you have family and financial responsibilities and will not expect you to abandon them.
 
Remember, in the early Church there were no paid positions. Every one was a volunteer, and earned his or her own living. Even today there are untold numbers of bi-vocational pastors, para-church ministries, missionaries, etc. who earn their own way in life, yet consider the work they do for the Lord as their reasonable acts of service and their number 1 priority.
 
Remember, the mission fields aren't all in far away places. They are all around us. There are people everywhere who need food, shelter, and clothing. There are sick people who need visitors to comfort them, lonely people who need someone to talk to, ministries who need volunteer help, the list goes on and on. Some are even missionaries to their own local congregation. Also, there are two kinds of missionaries; those who go and those who send those who go.
 
Gifted For Service
 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in everyone. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good (1 Cor. 12:4-7).
 
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines (1 Cor. 12:10-11).
 
The ten minas the nobleman gave to each servant can represent the Spiritual gifts we've all been given to enable us to accomplish the Lord's will for us. And just as the nobleman expected his servants to put what he had given them to work, so does the Lord expect us to put the gifts He's given us to work for him. Listen to these words He spoke.
 
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matt. 5:14-16).
 
Do you know what spiritual gifts He's given you to help you achieve His will for your life? We all have them, you know. We just need to discover them, and put them to use. That will happen as we seek His will for our life.
 
No One Knows The Day Or Hour
 
Most people have no idea that the Lord only spoke this phrase in reference to the 2nd Coming, never the rapture. Even so, no one knows exactly when the rapture will happen. But the Bible gives us a number of signs as to when the end of the age will arrive, and tells us the rapture will precede it. And for the first time in history, every one of those signs is visible today.
 
Paul said the coming Day of the Lord should not take us by surprise because we're children of the light (1 Thes. 5:4-5). That means we've been given all the information (light) we need to know the times and seasons of His Coming. The only people who can be taken by surprise are those have not made themselves familiar with end times prophecy, whether by accident or design.  In other words, those who say we can't know the nearness of the rapture simply haven't made an effort to inform themselves.
 
Read what the Lord said to the generation that wasn't expecting Him the first time He came.
 
"When evening comes, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,' and in the morning, 'Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.' You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times" (Matt. 16:2-3).
 
It was not that they couldn't have known He was coming, because their Scriptures contained hundreds of prophecies of His first coming, many of which pointed to their time. It was that His coming had become less important to them than knowing what the day's weather would be, so they didn't bother learning about it. He could say the same thing to much of the Church today.
 
Some scholars are calling what's happening in our time the convergence of signs. That means we don't just have a few signs showing up, which would be exciting enough. It means that all the signs we were told to look for can now be found and they are all converging on a point in our not too distant future. No generation since His first coming could say this.
 
Does This Mean I Can't Have A Life Of My Own?
 
Truth be told, the Bible never promised us a life of our own. In fact it says, "We are not our own. We've been bought at a price" (1 Cor. 6:19-20). But God never forces any of His children to do anything. The single condition for our salvation is to "believe in the One He sent" (John 6:28-29). So you can have a life of your own. If all you want is to have your "fire insurance" policy paid up, you did that by becoming a believer (Ephes. 1:13-14). Even if you never do a single thing for the Lord and all your works are burned up in the fires of judgment, you yourself will still be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames (1 Cor. 3:15).
 
In Romans 12:1 Paul said, "Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy ..." He didn't order or command us, he urged us. Even the Holy Spirit is only our counselor, not our commander. No one will force you to do anything.
 
Instead, what this means is you can have a better life than the one you've planned for yourself. Jesus said, "I have come that they might have life and have it abundantly" (John 10:10). In the first place, when you turn your life over to the Lord, He will see to it that all your needs are met, so you won't have to worry at all about what tomorrow might bring (Matt 6:31-34). He will see that everything works together for your good (Romans 8:28). He will give back to you all out of proportion to what you give to Him (Luke 6:38). He will make you rich in every way so you can be generous on every occasion (2 Cor. 9:11), and you'll be storing up untold treasure in heaven (Matt. 6:19-21) as well.
 
So you see, neither camping on a hilltop and waiting nor getting on with life while waiting is the Biblically correct approach. To occupy till He comes is to be engaged in the conduct of the business He has called us to.
 
Final Thoughts
 
In closing, I'm reminded of my favorite paraphrase of James 2:17 where the apostle wrote, "Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by deeds is dead." The version I like goes, "If what you say you believe does not result in action, maybe you don't really believe it." If you're not longing for the rapture and engaged in the Lord's work while you wait for it, then maybe you don't really believe it's coming soon.
 
When viewed from a strictly human perspective, the rapture of the Church is the most incredible event in history. The resurrection of believers is the fulfillment of a promise that was made on the cross, the delivery of the greatest blessing ever given to mankind. And among resurrected believers, no other group has been or will be blessed as richly as the Church. Paul said God is doing this so that in ages yet to come He might demonstrate the incomparable riches of His Grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus (Ephes. 2:7).
 
But even above all this, He has chosen one generation of the Church to pass directly from mortal to immortal without experiencing death. This generation will be standing on Earth in our mortal, sin filled bodies and then in the twinkling of an eye we'll be transformed directly into a perfect, immortal version of ourselves.  Immediately, we'll transported to the home He has spent the last 2,000 years preparing for us to begin a life with Him that is literally beyond imagining. And it could happen any day now.
 
But what if it doesn't happen today? I was a business consultant when I became a believer 30 years ago. One of the services I provided was to help individuals and companies identify and achieve long term goals. Following my own example, I had binders full of five year plans for my self and my company which I faithfully tracked each month and completely updated annually.
 
I had learned about the rapture early in my life as a believer and, like most people, I was immediately excited about it. When I felt the Lord telling me to put my plans for my life aside and follow the path He had laid out for me instead, I thought, "Why not? We won't be here that long anyway." I decided to stop making my own plans for the future, and began letting Him implement His plan instead. Later I realized that this is what He meant in Matt. 16:24-25.
 
 "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it."
 
That was 30 years ago, and I haven't made any future plans for me or anyone else since. The life I have today is nothing like the one I had planned for myself. But it's more exciting and more fulfilling than anything I could have imagined. I still see the rapture as an "any day now" event and I'm ready to go the instant I hear the trumpet. But I also realize that if that doesn't happen today, the plan the Lord is unfolding in my life is the next best thing that could have happened to me, because I'm occupying until He comes. You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah 02-21-15.
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Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy









			[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]









		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]



	Stay Connected



	[image: Facebook]   [image: Twitter]   [image: LinkedIn]   [image: Pinterest]



	Prophecy Update - PO Box 40516 - Bakersfield, CA 93384









	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB1.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB2.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB3.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB4.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB5.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB6.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB7.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB8.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB9.png]
	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/PM_NPN_ShadowRB10.png]




	





[bookmark: _GoBack]
image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.png




image11.png




image18.jpeg
Earthauakes - Hurricanes - Tor-
nadoes - Tsunamis - Floods -
Droughts - Landslides - Sink-

holes - Wars -Terror - Violence -

lSlmWace.
Global Econom: World Re-

ligion - False Tea
Spots - Bird qu
nic Eruptions Pestiler
tal Tattcos <“§|omefr{c

edge Increasing.-
Same Sex \"hrr




image12.png




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg
The Mystery of

Melchizedef

Dr. Chuck Missler

Join us as we explore some’
fascinating challenges to our

previous understandings of .

H “Availablein:
things that shape our T
ultimate destiny. MP4 Download

—

uy Now

ON1A HOUSE |




image13.png




image22.jpeg




image23.jpeg




image24.gif
[=3% Forward to a Friend




image14.png




image25.png




image26.png




image27.png




image28.png




image15.png




image29.png




image30.png




image16.jpeg




image17.gif




image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




