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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWS HEADLINES
Yesterday's Prophecies - Today's Headlines
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	HEADLINES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
TRACKING BIBLE PROPHECY
http://www.trackingbibleprophecy.org/birthpangs.php
1. Talk Grows About Who Will Succeed Palestinians' Fading Mahmoud Abbas
1. Barack Obama's reckless foreign policy has put Israel in dire jeopardy
1. Opinion: Obama's Potential Third Term Undermining of Israel
1. Dichter: Seaport in Hamas hands is bigger threat than tunnels
1. Report: At least five Hamas men trapped in Gaza tunnel collapse 
1. Expelling terrorists' families to Gaza 'illegal': Attorney General 
1. Ax-wielding Palestinian terrorist attacks security guard 
1. Egyptian MPs demand sanctions for MP who met Israeli envoy
1. Egyptian MP: Netanyahu mediated between Obama and Sisi following the 2013 military coup 
1. New Sanders adviser speculated that Israel gassed Syria rebels
1. As ceasefire mostly holds in Syria, Netanyahu says Israel won't tolerate terror front on Golan 
1. Russia suspends airstrikes in some Syrian areas as truce goes into effect 
1. The Russia-Armenia alliance is threatening Turkey, a critical U.S. ally
1. Yemeni Civilians Killed by Airstrike on Market, Witnesses Say
1. Dozens killed, wounded in Afghanistan suicide attacks
1. Iran's pragmatic Rouhani cheers election wins, says gov't stronger
1. Sanctions lifted, Tehran looks to boost financial ties with Swiss
1. Deepening default fears cast shadow over Venezuela's oil flows
1. Global finance officials promise to shore up sagging growth
1. Wall Street Sees Weekly Gains as Gloom and Doom Subsides
1. Mortgage rates suddenly plunge, shocking industry experts
1. Apple's tech allies oppose the FBI, but still want your data 
1. Data breach affects 80,000 UC Berkeley faculty, students and alumni
1. At least 1,818 Clinton emails contain classified material 
1. Clinton sweeps South Carolina primary as 'Super Tuesday' looms
1. Super Tuesday turnout set to smash records
1. Hillary: 'We Don't Need to Make America Great,' 'Instead of Building Walls, We Need To Be Tearing Down Barriers'
1. Inside the Republican Party's Desperate Mission to Stop Donald Trump
1. Kasich on GOP insults: 'Enough of this trash'
1. Trump wants to weaken libel laws amid feuds with reporters
1. NBC Poll: 67% of Trump voters have negative view of US Muslims 
1. 'Greece is panicking as Europe slams door on refugees'
1. Tony Blair accused of conspiracy over mass immigration
1. Canby man shows off RFID microchip implant
1. Scientists create energy-efficient biological supercomputer
1. US DARPA successfully collects data from animals using 'brain modem' 
1. 5.9 magnitude earthquake hits the Western Indian-Antarctic Ridge
1. 5.4 magnitude earthquake hits near Sarangani, Philippines
1. 5.1 magnitude earthquake hits near Lambasa, Fiji
1. 5.0 magnitude earthquake hits near Kefamenanu, Indonesia
1. Tungurahua in Ecuador erupts to 23,000ft
1. Cotopaxi volcano in Ecuador erupts to 20,000ft
1. Sheveluch volcano on Kamchakta, Russia erupts to 20,000ft
1. Colima volcano in Mexico erupts to 19,000ft
1. Mauna Loa, Earth's Largest Active Volcano, is Still Stirring
1. Drought in South Africa creates maize shortage
1. Zimbabwe President Faces Criticism After Lavish 92nd Birthday in Drought-Stricken Zimbabwe
1. 'Pandemic' Asks: Is A Disease That Will Kill Tens Of Millions Coming?
1. Study: Allowing transgender children to live freely with gender they identify with will make them psychologically stronger
1. Spirit Awards: 'Tangerine' Star Mya Taylor Makes History as First Transgender Winner
1. NRB Says Members Must Affirm Gender, Biological Sex in New Statement of Faith
1. Pope Francis, Argentine president aim for unity after disagreement over gay marriage
1. Shock in Chinese village as women's corpses stolen for use in "ghost weddings"
1. Members of a U.N. peacekeeping force in the Central African Republic allegedly turned to sexual predation, betraying their duty to protect
1. Indian man 'kills 14 members of his family'
1. Ku Klux Klan rally in California erupts in violence; 3 stabbed, 1 critically
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	PROPHECY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
STAY INFORMED, GET EQUIPPED, BE ENCOURAGED
Pre-Millennium - Pre-Tribulation - PrePARED
*If you missed an issue or did not receive your daily copy - All Newsletters are archived at: 
 http://www.prophecyupdate.com/newsletter-archives.html 
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IN TODAY'S NEWSLETTER... 
1. Featured Article: Matthew 24 And The Pre-Trib Rapture 
1. Iran uses Syrian truce to deploy hundreds of Palestinian terrorists on Golan border  
1. Shaping Israel's Military Nuclear Doctrine 
1. EU's Tower of Babel may fall while leaders distracted  
1. Sweden: New surgical microchips the key to the future  
1. Economic Recovery? 13 Of The Biggest Retailers in America Are Closing Down Stores  
1. Bee Extinction Is Threatening the World's Food Supply, UN Warns 
1. Yes, God can use you to spread the Gospel
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Matthew 24 And The Pre-Trib Rapture - A Bible Study by Jack Kelley -
https://gracethrufaith.com/end-times-prophecy/matt-24-pre-trib-rapture/
 
Lately I've been receiving questions again about various rapture positions.  Several of these questions have to do with the claim that in the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) Jesus in effect said the Church will have to endure all of the seven years of Daniel's 70th Week including the Great Tribulation. In this study I will attempt to show why He could not have done so.
 
This won't be a verse by verse study of the Olivet Discourse, but rather a look at the verses within the passage that people use to support something other than a pre-trib view. If you want a verse by verse study you can go to my four part series entitled "The End times According To Jesus."
 
It's important to begin any study of this nature with a review of the overall context of the Olivet Discourse because it's the most important factor in understanding what Jesus was really saying and to whom He was saying it. It will also help us see what was going on in the disciples' minds.
 
It was just a couple of days before the crucifixion. Jesus and His disciples were walking over the Mt. of Olives toward Bethany where they were staying at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. The sun was getting low in the late afternoon sky, casting a soft golden light on the white Temple and its surrounding buildings. It was such a beautiful sight the disciples called it to the Lord's attention.
 
In reply, Jesus said, "Do you see all these things? I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." (Matt. 24:2).
 
It was the second time they had heard Jesus say this. The first time was a couple of days earlier on what we now call Palm Sunday when He had told the people that because they didn't recognize the time of His coming, the city would be destroyed (Luke 19:41-44).
 
He was holding the nation accountable for their failure to understand Daniel 9:24-27 where nearly 6 centuries earlier the angel Gabriel had told Daniel of a 490 year period that would begin when they received permission to rebuild Jerusalem and culminate in the end of the age. Gabriel told Daniel that the Messiah would come 483 years into that period (Daniel 9:25). Sure enough, here He was standing in their midst right on time.
 
There's no indication from the Biblical record that Jesus ever spoke to the disciples about the fact that the coming Church Age would interrupt Daniel's prophecy and delay its completion by about 2,000 years. In fact from Acts 1:6 we learn that 40 days after the crucifixion they expected Him to restore the Kingdom to Israel at that time.
 
It wasn't until James explained things to them some 20 years later that they understood how Israel was being set aside while the Lord took a people for Himself from among the Gentiles (Acts 15:13-18). A word study on this passage will reveal a hint of the rapture, and shortly thereafter Paul became the first person on Earth to present a clear teaching on the doctrine of the rapture (1 Cor. 15:51-53, 1 Thes. 4:16-17), saying He was revealing a secret in doing so (1 Cor. 15:51). 
 
Therefore, on that afternoon on the Mt. Of Olives all the disciples could have known for sure was that 483 years of the 490 year prophecy of Daniel had passed, there were only 7 years left and Jesus had just told them that the Temple, all of its buildings and indeed all of Jerusalem were going to be destroyed. It must have been quite a shock to hear this, and it prompted four of them (Peter, James, John and Andrew) to come to Him privately for clarification.
 
Comparing Daniel's prophecy with what the Lord Himself had repeatedly told them, they were beginning to understand that Jesus was about to die, and so the questions they asked Him had to do with when the Temple and the city would be destroyed, what would be the sign of His (second) coming, and of the end of the age, by which I believe they meant the fulfillment of Daniel's prophecy (Matt. 24:3)
 
These were Jewish men speaking with the Jewish Messiah about the future of Israel and in His 2 chapter answer Jesus referred to Israel repeatedly, but never said a single word about the largely Gentile Church or the amount of time that would pass before the final seven years were completed.
 
After some general observations about things that would happen, Jesus gave them this summary of the future.
 
"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.  Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,  but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come" (Matt. 24:9-14).
 
Not only is there no mention of the Church in this summary, several of the things He said are not even relevant to the church. They were intended for Israel. For example, it's Israel that has always been hated by all nations because of Him, it's Israel that has experienced many turning away from the Jewish faith, it's Israel that has to remain faithful to the end to be saved, and it's Israel that has been promised a Kingdom on Earth as a testimony to all nations.
 
What Will Be The Sign Of Your Coming?
 
Beginning in Matt. 24:15, Jesus gave the first specific sign of His coming and once again it concerned Israel. The abomination of desolation He spoke of requires a Temple, indicating a national presence for Israel in the promised land with people adhering to their Old Covenant relationship with God. We now know that hasn't been possible for nearly 2,000 years but the disciples had no idea.
 
The people Jesus told to flee when they see the abomination would be living in Judea, historically the area around Jerusalem. They were told to pray their flight won't take place in the winter, when the weather in Jerusalem can be bad, or on the Sabbath, because covenant keeping Jews are uniquely forbidden from traveling on the Sabbath (Matt. 24:15-20).
 
Jesus said the abomination of desolation will be the sign that the Great Tribulation is beginning (Matt. 24:21). This is a time when Jeremiah 30:1-11 tells us two things will happen; all the nations among which the Jews have been scattered will be destroyed, and Israel will be purified in preparation for the promised Kingdom (Jere. 30:11).
 
Jeremiah called this the time of Jacob's trouble (Jere. 30:7), which is the Old Testament name for the Great Tribulation, and said it will result in David becoming their king (Jere. 30:9) something that hasn't happened yet.
 
The Church is nowhere in view here and in fact both Paul (Romans 5:9, 1 Thes. 1:10) and Jesus (Rev. 3:10) promised that the Church will not be present for this.
 
"Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other" (Matt. 24:30-31).
 
Some claim this is a description of the rapture but if that's true it violates the Jewish context of the passage without any explanation or justification. It's based on the fact that the Greek word for trumpet appears both here and in 1 Cor. 15: 52.  But that is not an acceptable reason to tie these verses together, because there are other factors that make them obviously different.  One is that in 1 Thes. 4:16-17 the only angel mentioned is "the archangel" not some unknown number of angels scouring the heavens.  Another is that it turns the rapture from a signless, secret event into one that can't happen until there is a sign for all the world to see, and until the second coming is already in progress. It would mean that while all the world is standing there watching Jesus descend from heaven in power and glory, He will suddenly scoop up the Church and return to heaven without completing His trip to earth.
 
It would also violate His promise, made personally and through Paul, that He will keep us from the hour of trial that's coming upon the whole world, delivering us from the time and place of God's wrath.
 
Those who see the rapture here claim that the Church is "the elect" the Lord was talking about. But I disagree. Throughout the Old Testament, Israel was called God's elect and since Israel was the topic of their discussion, it's much more likely that's who the Lord had in mind. Also, according to Daniel 12:2-3 Israel's resurrection will take place at the Second coming making it possible that Matt. 24:31 is referring to Old Testament saints being rounded up to receive their resurrection bodies.
 
Finally, there's no mention of the Church being "the elect" in the gospels. In the only times the Lord mentioned the Church at all (Matt. 16:18 and Matt. 18:17) He did not use any form of the Greek word for "elect". The first clear description of the Church as the elect did not happen until Romans 8:33 which Paul wrote over 20 years later. In my opinion, to think that the disciples would have understood the Lord to be referring to the Church in Matt. 24:22 and Matt. 24:31 is an unwarranted assumption.
 
So far in His answer to the disciples the Lord has given us an overview of the end times (Matt. 24:3-14) and then a more detailed chronological order; abomination of desolation, the Great Tribulation, and the Second Coming (Matt. 24:15-31).
 
And Of The End Of the Age?
 
Beginning in Matt. 24:36 He turned His attention to things that will happen after He returns. These will signal that the end of the age has come, and they provide His  answer their final question. We know this because of the specific way in which He identified the day of His coming as "that day and hour" (Matt. 24:36) and "at the coming of the Son of Man" (Matt. 24.36, 39). He was speaking of the day of His return.
 
Some people say that no one will be eating and drinking, or marrying and giving in marriage before the Second Coming like they were in the days of Noah. They say the terrible effects of the Great Tribulation will have made that impossible. Therefore Matt. 24:36-39 has to be referring to the rapture. But I think they're missing the point. First of all, people have found a way to socialize and get married in the worst of times. But more importantly I think the Lord's point here was that just as people had no idea the world was about to end in the days leading up to the flood, no one will know the world is about to end in the days leading up to the second coming.
 
And notice how the Lord compared "the days before the flood" in Noah's time to "at the coming" of the Son of Man rather than the days before His coming. The worst time ever to come upon mankind will have just ended. Man's natural tendency after any catastrophe is to believe things will return to normal, but when they actually see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with power and great glory they will finally know things will never be the same again. That's why they will mourn when they see him coming (Matt. 24:30).
 
Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left (Matt. 24:40-41).
 
These verses are often used to support a rapture after the Great Tribulation. Aside from the fact that seeing them this way violates the context and chronology of the Lord's message, as well as His promise to the Church, there's a translation problem here. The Greek word translated "taken" means to "receive unto oneself" and a form of this word provides the clue of the rapture I mentioned in Acts 15:13-18 where it's translated "take for himself" (Acts 15:14). It literally means "to take for the purpose of carrying away." Before the Lord turns back to Israel to fulfill the missing 7 years of Daniel's prophecy, He will take for Himself a people from among the Gentiles and carry us away.
 
So the word "taken" in Matt. 24:40-41 is not a problem, but the word translated "left" means to "put away" and was often used in the context of a divorce.
 
Rather than being a description of the rapture, where Paul's definitive teachings never even mention unbelievers, let alone their disposition, these two verses are a summary of the Sheep and Goat judgment (Matt. 25:31-46). Both take place after the Second Coming and both involve the final destiny of believers and unbelievers who will survive the Great Tribulation and live to see the Lord's return.  Believers will be received into the kingdom but unbelievers will be put away into a place of eternal punishment.
 
The Lord finished his explanation of things that will mark the end of the age with several parables that describe the judgments He will conduct after He returns. I devoted an entire study to the subject of these parables that you can read in my two part posting, "Understanding the Olivet discourse Parables." For the purpose of this study let's just review the clues as to their timing to help you see they cannot be meant for the church.
 
Matt. 24:29 begins "Immediately after the distress of those days" and refers to the end of the Great Tribulation. Matt. 24:30 signals the Second Coming, with more detail contained in Matt. 24:36-44 including the first warnings that people on Earth will not know the exact day or hour of the Second Coming in advance. I believe this is due to the fact that both the Sun and Moon will have gone dark (Matt. 24:29) and it will be difficult to keep track of time.
 
Matt. 24:45-51 contains the parable of the faithful and wicked servants and describes how the Lord will deal with them "when He returns". It ends with another warning that people won't know the day or hour of His return in advance (Matt. 24:50).
 
Matt. 25:1-13 is the parable of the Ten virgins (bridesmaids). The opening sentence begins with "at that time". Everything from Matt. 24:30 forward has been about the Second Coming, so the phrase "at that time" refers to the time following the Second Coming. There are many other reasons why this parable can not be about the Church that are detailed in the study I referenced above. Like the others, this parable ends with a similar warning about the unknown day and hour of the Second Coming (Matt. 25:13).
 
Matt. 25:14-30 is the Parable of the Talents. By the opening word "again" we know that the Lord was referring to the same time as the previous ones.
 
And in Matt. 25:31-46  the Parable of the Sheep and Goats gives us the clearest indication of timing yet. It begins with, "When the son of Man comes in all His glory, and all the angels with Him ...". As I pointed out earlier it's the judgment of tribulation survivors, some of whom will be believers and will be welcomed into the Millennial Kingdom, while the others will be taken away to eternal punishment (Matt. 25:46).
 
The Church is the Bride of Christ, the most highly regarded group in the history of humankind, and the one with whom Jesus is closest. Failing to mention us even once in His signature discussion of the end times can only be explained by the fact that throughout the Olivet Discourse the Lord was focused on Israel and not the Church.  Therefore any attempt to use this passage in reference to the rapture of the Church requires taking portions of it out of context, and in some cases a reinterpretation of the text is necessary as well.  The Pre-Trib Rapture of the Church remains the only position that is consistent with a literal interpretation of the Scriptures. You can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah.
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Iran uses Syrian truce to deploy hundreds of Palestinian terrorists on Golan border - http://www.debka.com/article/25264/Iran-uses-Syrian-truce-to-deploy-hundreds-of-Palestinian-terrorists-on-Golan-border-
 
Under cover of the Syrian ceasefire that went into effect Saturday, Feb. 27, and the Russian air umbrella, Iran's Revolutionary Guards Corps finally managed to secretly install hundreds of armed Palestinian terrorists on the Syrian-Israeli border face-to-face with the IDF's Golan positions.
 
This is reported exclusively by debkafile's military and intelligence sources.
 
These Palestinians belong to Al-Sabirin, a new terrorist organization the Iranian Guards and Hezbollah are building in the refugee camps of Lebanon and the Gaza Strip. Their agents clandestinely recruited the new terrorists from among young Palestinians who fled the Yarmouk refugee camp outside Damascus and sought refuge in Lebanon. Hezbollah organized their return to Syria through south Lebanon - but not before training and arming them for penetration deep inside Israel to carry out mass-casualty assaults on IDF positions, highways and civilians.
 
So Iran and Hezbollah have finally been able to achieve one of the most cherished goals of their integration in the Syria civil war, namely, to bring a loyal terrorist force right up to Israel's border.
 
 Israel's military planners went to extreme lengths to prevent this happening. Last December, Samir Quntar, after being assigned by Tehran and Hezbollah to establish a Palestinian-Druze terror network on the Golan, was assassinated in Damascus.
 
 Twelve months before that, on Jan. 18, an Israeli air strike hit an Iranian-Syrian military party surveying the Golan in search of jumping-off locations for Hezbollah terror squads to strike across the border against Israeli targets. The two senior officers in the party, Iranian General Allah-Dadi and Hizballah's Jihad Mughniyeh, were killed.
 
 The hubbub in the run-up to the Syrian truce, coupled with Russia's protective military presence, finally gave the Islamic Republic and its Lebanese proxy the chance to outfox Israeli intelligence and secretly bring forward a terrorist force to striking range against Israel
 
This discovery was one of the causes of Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu's urgent phone call to President Vladimir Putin Wednesday, Feb. 24, two days before the ceasefire went into effect. He reminded the Russian leader of the understandings they had reached regarding the deployment of pro-Iranian terrorists on the Syrian-Israeli border. He also sent emissaries to Moscow to intercede with Russian officials.
 
 Putin's answers to Israel's demarches were vague and evasive, on the lines of a promise to look into their complaints.
 
 He also tried to fob Netanyahu off by inviting President Reuven Rivlin for a state visit to Russia. Putin promised to use that occasion for a solemn Russian pledge of commitment to upholding Israel's security in a tone that would leave Tehran in no doubt of Moscow support for the Jewish state.
 
 The Rivlin visit has been scheduled for March 16.
 
But it is clear that the prime minister and defense minister Moshe Ya'alon were too slow to pick up on the new terrorist menace Iran had parked on Israel's border. Now their hands are tied, say debkafile's sources. An IDF operation to evict the pro-Iranian Palestinian Al-Sabirin network from the Syrian Golan, before it digs in, would lay Israel open to the charge of jeopardizing, or even sabotaging, the inherently fragile Syrian ceasefire initiated jointly by the US and Russia.   
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Shaping Israel's Military Nuclear Doctrine - By Louis Rene Beres - http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/62369/shaping-israels-military-nuclear-doctrine-opinion/#3qibpjtlEv732lvg.97
 
Notwithstanding the July 2015 P5+1 Vienna diplomatic agreement with Iran, Israel will soon need to forge a more comprehensive and conspicuous strategic nuclear doctrine, one wherein rapt attention is directed toward all still-plausible nuclear enemies. Irrespective of precisely which national and/ or sub-national nuclear adversaries Jerusalem may sometime have to face, this indispensable doctrine will need to satisfy at least two intersecting criteria. In principle, therefore, it will need a) to identify and consider all available strategic options (deterrence, preemption, active defense, strategic targeting, nuclear war fighting); and b) to correctly correlate all of these overlapping alternatives with imperative survival goals.
 
"Everything is very simple in war," says Carl von Clausewitz, in his 19th-century classic, On War, "but the simplest thing is still difficult." By "difficulty," Clausewitz means (among other things) complexity.
 
In this connection, Israel's now systematically- configured doctrine will need to take close account of: c) certain possible interactions between assorted strategic options; and d) certain determinable synergies that could possibly obtain between enemy attacks. By focusing on synergies, or on what military planners more typically call "force multipliers," Israeli planners could acknowledge that in certain crucial matters of war and peace, the adversarial "whole" could become much more dangerous than the simple sum of its "parts."
 
Significantly, calculating these particular interactions and synergies will present Israel with a computational task of the highest order of intellectual difficulty. It follows, going forward, that the progressive refinement of Israel's nuclear deterrent must always be viewed as a primarily intellectual requirement, and not as a merely operational task or narrowly political expectation.
 
To begin its pertinent calculations, Jerusalem must first identify the basic goals of any Israeli nuclear deterrence posture, here with special reference to required enemy perceptions of both ability and willingness. Before a rational adversary of Israel could be suitably deterred by any Israeli nuclear deterrent, that enemy would first need to believe that Israel had both the capacity to launch appropriate nuclear reprisals for certain forms of aggression, and the will to undertake such a launch. In matters involving a prospectively irrational nuclear enemy of Israel, successful deterrence would then need to be based upon certain threats to enemy values other than national survival, and/ or would need to be complemented or supplanted altogether by strategies of preemption.
 
In law, such strategies are known as expressions of "anticipatory self-defense."
 
In some circumstances, it could conceivably help Israel to feign irrationality itself (defense minister Moshe Dayan stated: "Israel must be seen as a mad dog, too dangerous to bother"), but any actual Israeli resort to pretended irrationality could turn out to be a double-edged sword. Here, the principal danger posed would be a nuclear enemy that responds to Israel's apparent irrationality with its own "defensive" first strike. In such cases, the logic behind the "rationality of pretended irrationality" strategy would backfire upon Israel, perhaps even incentivizing an enemy to "preempt" an expected Israeli preemption.
 
Once again, everything here might seem simple, but could in fact be exceedingly difficult.
 
All things considered, Israeli planners would do best to remain focused on maintaining more recognizably secure and penetration- capable nuclear retaliatory forces, and also on deploying appropriately layered or multi-tiered systems of active defense.
 
In meeting the perceived ability criterion of successful nuclear deterrence, Israel will first need to demonstrate, inter alia, the substantial invulnerability of its own nuclear retaliatory forces to enemy first strikes. Like the United States, Jerusalem is increasingly likely to depend upon some form or other of strategic triad deployments.
 
Already, it is very likely that Israel has begun to embark upon serious sea-basing of a portion of the country's still-undeclared nuclear forces.
 
Looking ahead, it is plain that it will be in Israel's long-term survival interests to more fully commit to certain submarine- basing nuclear options. Israel is a tiny country, and its land-based strategic forces could sometime present to enemies as too vulnerable. In part, whether or not Israel should proceed to more explicit submarine- basing of its presumed nuclear retaliatory forces, it could still acquire meaningful deterrence benefits from a nuanced and incremental end to "deliberate nuclear ambiguity," or the "bomb in the basement."
 
Although somewhat counter-intuitive, Israel will soon have to clarify that at least certain specific sectors of its presumptive nuclear retaliatory forces are not only survivable, but also "usable."
 
Ironically, this could mean forces that would not appear, prima facie, as "too destructive" for operational military use.
 
From the early days of prime minister David Ben-Gurion, Israel has understood the overriding need to rely upon a "great equalizer," that is, on nuclear weapons and corresponding strategy. There are, of course, a great many circumstances in which any nuclear option would be unsuited - most obviously, in any plausible forms of regional counter-terrorism - but, in the end, there can be no viable substitute for such a residual option. Doctrinally, Israel has already rejected any notions of theater nuclear deterrence, and/or nuclear war-fighting; nonetheless, there are still some identifiable circumstances wherein a nuclear exchange might simply not be preventable.
 
On this point, Pakistan, in another prominent theater of assorted military nuclear risks, last year accepted a strategy of theater or tactical nuclear deterrence.
 
Among other things, this explicit acceptance signaled a dramatic shift away from classic Cold War patterns of "mutual assured destruction" (MAD) toward what Kennedy-era Americans used to call "flexible response" or (more recently) "nuclear utilization theory." Speaking of the Cold War, it is clear that we are now entering into a "Cold War II," and that Israel's military nuclear doctrine should already begin to factor this re-emerging polarity into its wider security-policy decisions.
 
In the end, some forms of nuclear war-fighting between Israel and particular enemies might not be avoidable. Such failure could take place so long as: 1) enemy state first-strikes launched against Israel would not destroy Israel's second-strike nuclear capability; 2) enemy state retaliations for an Israeli conventional preemption would not destroy Israel's nuclear counter-retaliatory capability; 3) conventional Israeli preemptive strikes would not destroy enemy state second-strike nuclear capability; and 4) Israeli retaliations for enemy state conventional first strikes would not destroy enemy state nuclear counter-retaliatory capability.
 
What this means, for Israeli security, is that Jerusalem must take appropriate steps to ensure the plausibility of 1) and 2) above, and, simultaneously, the implausibility of 3) and 4).
 
Submarine deployments could prove helpful or even indispensable to Israel's nuclear deterrence posture. Submarines, after all, still represent the ultimate stealth weapon, and a submarine force could essentially guarantee the ability to unleash a catastrophic retaliatory strike.
 
Because of Israel's irremediable lack of strategic depth, the small country's developing submarine force represents an "ace in the hole" element of strategic deterrence.
 
Already, Israel is upgrading its Dolphin I submarines purchases from Germany with additional Dolphin II submarines.
 
These boats are diesel powered, and unlike the US nuclear submarines are more or less limited by the length of time they can remain submerged. The INS Rahav, Israel's newest submarine from Germany, arrived in Haifa on December 17, 2015, and joined the INS Tanin, Tekuma, Leviathan, and Dolphin.
 
A sixth submarine has been ordered from Germany.
 
Israel's submarines have been designed and built to meet very specific Israeli requirements, and are larger than the original German boats. The Rahav is over 220 feet (67 meters) long, and weighs more than 2,000 tons. One must assume that this larger size is intended primarily to accommodate nuclear missiles. In essence, a complex sea-basing capability will be critical to maintaining Israel's nuclear deterrent.
 
In the seventeenth century, English philosopher Thomas Hobbes, in his literary (not nautical) Leviathan, soberly intoned that "Covenants without the sword are but words." Today, there is nothing about the 2015 Vienna Agreement that will in any way meaningfully curtail Iran's steady policy of military nuclearization. On the contrary, it may already be prompting the reciprocal nuclearization of certain Sunni Arab rivals in the region, most evidently Egypt and/or Saudi Arabia.
 
Looking ahead, Israel will need to rely increasingly on a multi-faceted doctrine of nuclear deterrence; moreover, certain elements of this "simple but difficult" doctrine will soon need to be rendered less "ambiguous." This will imply, in turn, an even more determinedly "synergistic" Israeli focus on prospectively rational and irrational enemies, including both national and sub-national foes.
 
Let it finally be known. Thomas Hobbes' Leviathan bears a direct intellectual connection to Israel's submarine of the same name. Diplomatic agreements can never save Israel. Israel's nuclear forces and associated doctrine can offer Israel relevant existential assurances, but only through a corollary policy of intelligent and calculated "non-use." In this apparently paradoxical relationship, Jerusalem can find counsel in the ancient strategic wisdom of Sun-Tzu. Says the oft-quoted Chinese strategist in The Art of War: "Subjugating the enemy's army without fighting is the true pinnacle of excellence."
 
This timeless advice on "deterrence" is even more compelling in today's nuclear world, more compelling than even Sun- Tzu himself could ever have imagined.
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EU's Tower of Babel may fall while leaders distracted - By Paul Taylor - http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-babel-analysis-idUSKCN0W10AQ
 
It's little wonder the European Union can't find common solutions to Europe's urgent problems when its main members are having such different national conversations.
 
Like the biblical Tower of Babel, Europe's ambitious construction is in danger of toppling because its peoples are not speaking the same political language.
 
Tune in to Germany and the fierce debate is all about how to cope with an influx of a million migrants, whether to limit the numbers and, in some quarters, how to stop them coming.
 
Switch to France and you're listening to a nation that thinks it is at war, still living under a state of emergency and in shock after last November's attacks by Islamist militants that killed 130 people in Paris.
 
Flip to Britain and the talk is all of national sovereignty and a possible Brexit in the build-up to a June referendum that might end the country's schizophrenic membership of the EU.
 
Look east to Poland and people are arguing over the new government's moves to curb the media and the constitutional court, over who may have been a Communist informer 40 years ago, and over the perceived Russian threat to eastern Europe today.
 
Around central Europe the discussion is about how to resist German pressure to take in a share of refugees.
 
Turn south and the Italians and Portuguese are engrossed in domestically focused debates about how to revive economic growth despite the EU's budgetary corset while cleaning up legacy bank problems. Spain meanwhile is preoccupied by Catalan separatism, political paralysis and the risk of a breakup of the country.
 
When those countries' leaders come to Brussels, they often cannot even agree what they should be discussing.
 
For the last two EU summits, Britain wanted the focus to be on its demands for a renegotiation of its membership terms to give Prime Minister David Cameron a "new settlement" he can sell in a June 23 referendum on whether to stay in the bloc.
 
He secured a deal on Feb. 19, but many fellow leaders were frustrated at having to spend time on what they see as side issues and rhetorical formulations when their house is on fire.
 
"Everyone in the room and corridors was rather irritated that here we are dealing with some rather obscure issues of child benefits indexation, while we have real problems in Syria, member states closing borders, major issues we should really be on instead of this," a diplomat involved in the talks said.
 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, fighting for her political life against domestic critics of her open door for refugees, wanted the EU to concentrate on urgent measures to secure Europe's external borders, register migrants, send home rejected asylum seekers and share out refugees among EU states.
 
Desperate to find a common "European solution" to the migration crisis, she has forced yet another European summit on March 7 with Turkey, days before three German regional elections in which anti-immigration rightists could make big gains. 
 
French President Francois Hollande, for his part, goes to Brussels seeking more cooperation against terrorism and support for military action against Islamic State in Syria and Libya.
 
His prime minister, Manuel Valls, irked German officials by using a trip to the Munich Security Conference to criticize Merkel's welcome for refugees and declare that Europe could not take any more migrants.
 
 
WANING AUTHORITY 
 
Unlike many past European crises, where disagreements could be postponed or salami-sliced into gradual steps that turned a political dispute into a technocratic process, there is no obvious way to delay or defuse the migration issue.
 
Events on the ground are moving faster than the EU's ability to manage them. Governments along the main Western Balkans migration route, under pressure from populist forces, are resorting to beggar-thy-neighbor solutions.
 
Austria, a key transit country, unilaterally imposed daily caps on migrant entries and asylum applications in mid-February.
 
In a sign of the waning authority of Brussels and Berlin, Austria brought together 10 central European and Balkan states last week - meeting without Germany, the EU authorities or Greece, the main arrival point for migrants - to coordinate national measures to choke off the northward flow of migrants.
 
As boatloads of migrants defy winter seas daily to cross from Turkey, that lockdown is rapidly turning Greece, the EU's most economically enfeebled state, into a giant refugee camp.
 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras has warned his country will not become "a warehouse of souls" and said he will hold up other European business if Athens' partners do not share the burden.
 
EU countries have largely ignored the quotas of refugees they agreed last year to take in, and Hungary is now planning a referendum on whether it should have to accept any.
 
Britain and France are keeping their heads down rather than helping Merkel, Europe's most experienced and respected leader.
 
Cameron won't take any refugees already in Europe for fear that public hostility to migration could cost him the referendum. Hollande too fears fuelling support for far-right populist Marine Le Pen if he offers Berlin more assistance.
 
Barring an improbable halt to arrivals from Turkey in the coming weeks, the most likely next step is that Europe's 26-nation Schengen zone of passport-free travel will be officially suspended for two years to pre-empt a disorderly collapse.
 
A major achievement of EU cooperation on a continent scarred for centuries by wars will be put into an induced coma to prevent it dying immediately. The result will likely be long lines at borders that had all but disappeared two decades ago.
 
At that point, Germany, with or without Merkel, will probably have to impose its own curbs on new migrants.
 
While Europe's weak and divided leaders remain distracted by internal debates, the union that provided the framework for post-World War Two prosperity will start to unravel.
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NOW BOTH DVDs FOR ONLY $29.95


NOW SHIPPING!!!

MAGOG RISING

More than 2,500 years ago, God gave the prophet Ezekiel an astonishing prophecy to give to the world, one that would be fulfilled in "the latter days." Many Bible scholars feel that the prophesied events, found in Ezekiel 38 and 39, could be fulfilled in the near future, and that we might already be witnessing the stage being set and the actors being moved into place, in light of current events happening in the Middle East, right now.
 
In Ezekiel 38, Russia, Iran, and an alliance of Muslim nations invade Israel due to a "hook placed in the mouth of Russia" to bring Russia down to invade Israel. That hook could very well be the natural-gas fields discovered off the coast of Israel or the more recent finding of massive oil deposits in the Golan Heights.
 
With Russian and Iranian military forces now cooperating  and engaging in combat in Syria, just miles north of the border of Israel, people are asking if these events are setting the stage for the fulfillment of what Bible scholars call the "War of Gog & Magog" that is supposed to take place in the End of Days?
 
Join us in this exciting new DVD as we examine Ezekiel 38 & 39 and the infamous war of Gog & Magog, and compare it to today's headlines and current events in the Middle East.

The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War
 About the time of the end the biblical prophet Ezekiel tells of a future invasion of Israel by a vast coalition of nations, known as the battle of Gog and Magog, we find this in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. As we read the headlines in the newspapers of today, and witness the conflicts in the Middle East, it's not hard to imagine that this invasion prophesied over 2600 years ago, could be fulfilled in the immediate future.  Ezekiel 36-37 predicts a gathering of the Jews to the nation of Israel, which will be followed by this massive invasion.  For 19 centuries, the Jewish people were scattered throughout the world, and until May 14, 1948, there was no nation of Israel to invade.  With the nation of Israel now a reality, the stage seems set for the war that will usher in the tribulation and the rise of the Antichrist; a war that will end with the destruction of Israel's enemies by God Himself, and lead to the signing of a peace treaty with the Antichrist.
 
As you read Ezekiel 38 and 39, it isn't just the creation of the nation of Israel that makes this prophecy seem likely to be fulfilled in the near future.  The nations that God tells us will form this coalition against Israel seem more likely now than perhaps ever before to form just such an alliance." The leaders of this coalition will be Russia and Iran, and currently both of these nations are right on Israel's doorstep, under the pretense of battling ISIS in Syria. I believe that there are a couple of unfulfilled prophecies that will lead-up to this massive invasion of Israel, and as we read today's headlines, we find that the fulfillment of these two prophesied events, could happen very soon! 
 
The Fate of Damascus and the Psalm 83 War

 
TO ORDER THIS NEW DVDS - CLICK HERE
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For every "Convergence" DVD that you purchase, you will receive a second one for FREE to out hand out or give away. For example, if you buy 5 DVDs, you will receive 10.

"CONVERGENCE of the End Time Signs" - Bible Prophecy fulfillment is in a period of acceleration, a time of Quickening, the world is racing towards Armageddon, now more than ever we must be ready! We are about to enter a time like no other time, a time that no man has ever seen, a time like no other time in the history of this world, as a matter of fact we are about to enter the end times. Since the dawn of mankind, there have always been wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, disease, strange-weather and false Christ's just as Jesus predicted. Fast forward nearly 2,000 years since Jesus made this prediction, and you have today's headlines lining up exactly with the Word of God. The big thing isn't that these events are happening today, is that they are all happening at the very same time! Bible prophecy is being fulfilled right before our very eyes.  Fulfilled prophecy is increasing in frequency and intensity just like birth pains, and Jesus said when you see these know that I am near, even at the door.


All the signs of the last days are converging at the same time. Bible Prophecy is happening right before our eyes and like birth pains,  the predicted events are happening more frequently and more intently. Never, in the history throughout the world have so many forces, including economic, scientific, techno-logic, ecologic, cultural, geopolitical, moral, spiritual and religion, converged together to bring this world that's already teetering over the edge into the abyss, to a point of no return. "CONVERGENCE" brings it all together and will clearly show where all this heading and what people need to do!


To Order this Video on DVD Click Here!
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Sweden: New surgical microchips the key to the future - Meaghan Bitters - http://www.vsuspectator.com/2016/02/26/new-surgical-microchips-the-key-to-the-future/
 
Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666. - Revelation 13:16-18
 
Imagine a world where people can enter buildings and turn on machines using a tiny microchip in their hands. Well, that future-at least for Sweden-isn't too far out.
 
A few office workers in Sweden are being injected with a microchip the size of a grain of rice "that will open doors, turn on machines and serve as a business card," according to Q13 Fox.
 
The Swedish company plans to eventually have the chip allow workers to pay for their meals at the office café as well. Epicenter is a high-tech office complex in Sweden. The point of this product is to test the efficiency of the technology.
 
"We want to be able to understand this technology before big corporates and big government come to us and say everyone should get chipped - the tax authority chip, the Google or Facebook chip," Hannes Sjoblad, chief disruption officer of Epicenter, said.
 
Government microchips are already a concern in America. NBC has reported their prediction of all Americans being micro-chipped by 2017. According to the recently passed H.R. 4872 bill, the implantable radiofrequency transponder system is intended to enable access to patient identification and health information. The bill also states that manufacturers of the microchips have to complete certain government testing requirements and submit a premarket notification before putting them on the market.
 
Such testing includes: biocompatibility, information security, software validation, migration testing of implanted responder, performance testing of implanted transponder, performance testing of inserter, performance testing and hazard analysis of electronic scanner, electromagnetic compatibility, electrical safety performance testing, sterility, magnetic resonance imaging compatibility, and labeling for any precautions for packaging and sterility.
 
Accusations of the government chipping all Americans and being able to locate people by their chip cannot be confirmed. As of now, the only information that can be confirmed is that the FDA has approved radiofrequency identification devices that enable access to patient identification and provide corresponding health information. Basically, these chips would be able to confirm the person to be who they say they are; an implanted social security, or health insurance card. More advanced chips that serve as a debit card are likely to be created in the future.
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Economic Recovery? 13 Of The Biggest Retailers in America Are Closing Down Stores - By Michael Snyder -
http://theeconomiccollapseblog.com/archives/economic-recovery-13-of-the-biggest-retailers-in-america-are-closing-down-stores
 
Barack Obama recently stated that anyone that is claiming that America's economy is in decline is "peddling fiction".  Well, if the economy is in such great shape, why are major retailers shutting down hundreds of stores all over the country?  Last month, I wrote about the "retail apocalypse" that is sweeping the nation, but since then it has gotten even worse.  Closing stores has become the "hot new trend" in the retail world, and "space available" signs are going up in mall windows all over the United States.  Barack Obama can continue huffing and puffing about how well the middle class is doing all he wants, but the truth is that the cold, hard numbers that retailers are reporting tell an entirely different story.
 
Earlier today, Sears Chairman Eddie Lampert released a letter to shareholders that was filled with all kinds of bad news.  In this letter, he blamed the horrible results that Sears has been experiencing lately on "tectonic shifts" in consumer spending...
 
In a letter to shareholders on Thursday, Lampert said the impact of "tectonic shifts" in consumer spending has spread more broadly in the last year to retailers "that had previously proven to be relatively immune to such shifts."
 
"Walmart, Nordstrom, Macy's, Staples, Whole Foods and many others have felt the impact of disruptive changes from online competition and new business models," Lampert wrote.
 
And it is very true - Sears is doing horribly, but they are far from alone.  The following are 13 major retailers that are closing down stores...
 
#1 Sears lost 580 million dollars in the fourth quarter of 2015 alone, and they are scheduled to close at least 50 more "unprofitable stores" by the end of this year.
 
#2 It is being reported that Sports Authority will file for bankruptcy in March.  Some news reports have indicated that around 200 stores may close, but at this point it is not known how many of their 450 stores will be able to stay open.
 
#3 For decades, Kohl's has been growing aggressively, but now it plans to shutter 18 stores in 2016.
 
#4 Target has just finished closing 13 stores in the United States.
 
#5 Best Buy closed 30 stores last year, and it says that more store closings are likely in the months to come.
 
#6 Office Depot plans to close a total of 400 stores by the end of 2016.
 
The next seven examples come from one of my previous articles...
 
#7 Wal-Mart is closing 269 stores, including 154 inside the United States.
 
#8 K-Mart is closing down more than two dozen stores over the next several months.
 
#9 J.C. Penney will be permanently shutting down 47 more stores after closing a total of 40 stores in 2015.
 
#10 Macy's has decided that it needs to shutter 36 stores and lay off approximately 2,500 employees.
 
#11 The Gap is in the process of closing 175 stores in North America.
 
#12 Aeropostale is in the process of closing 84 stores all across America.
 
#13 Finish Line has announced that 150 stores will be shutting down over the next few years.
 
These store closings can be particularly cruel for small towns.  Just consider the impact that Wal-Mart has had on the little town of Oriental, North Carolina...
 
The Town'n Country grocery in Oriental, North Carolina, a local fixture for 44 years, closed its doors in October after a Wal-Mart store opened for business. Now, three months later - and less than two years after Wal-Mart arrived - the retail giant is pulling up stakes, leaving the community with no grocery store and no pharmacy.
 
Though mom-and-pop stores have steadily disappeared across the American landscape over the past three decades as the mega chain methodically expanded, there was at least always a Wal-Mart left behind to replace them. Now the Wal-Marts are disappearing, too.
 
Of course there are many factors involved in this ongoing retail apocalypse.  Competition from online retailers is becoming more intense, and consumer spending patterns are rapidly changing.
 
But in the end, the truth is that you can't get blood out of a rock.  The middle class in America is shrinking, and there just isn't as much discretionary spending going on as there used to be.
 
And now that we have entered a new economic downturn, many retailers are finding that there are some local communities that can no longer support their stores.  The following comes from CNBC...
 
Though the shift to online shopping is no doubt playing a role in lighter foot traffic at malls, there's more to their changing economics than the rise of Amazon. Changing demographics in a town are another reason a shopping center could struggle or fail - for example, if massive layoffs in a particular industry cause people to move away to find employment.
 
"A lot of people want to try and tie it to the Internet or 'that's not cool,' or teens don't like it," Jesse Tron, a spokesman for industry trade group International Council of Shopping Centers, told CNBC last year. "It's hard to support large-format retail in those suburban areas when people are trying to just pay their mortgage."
 
In order to have a thriving middle class, we need good paying middle class jobs.  Unfortunately, our economy has been bleeding those kinds of jobs quite rapidly.  For example, Halliburton just announced that it is eliminating 5,000 more jobs after getting rid of 4,000 workers at the end of last year.
 
During the Obama years, good paying middle class jobs have been getting replaced by low paying service jobs.  At this point, 51 percent of all American workers make less than $30,000 a year.
 
And there is no way that you can support a middle class family with children on $30,000 a year.
 
We have an economy that is in the process of failing.  We can see it in the explosion of subprime auto loans that are going bad, we can see it in the hundreds of retail stores that are shutting down, and we can see it in the tens of thousands of good paying energy jobs that are being lost.
 
During the Obama years, interest rates have been pushed to the floor, the Federal Reserve has created trillions of dollars out of thin air, and the size of our national debt is getting close to doubling.  Despite all of those desperate measures, our economy continues to crumble.
 
We stole from the future to try to paper over our failures and it didn't work.  Now an economic downturn that will ultimately turn out to be even worse than the "Great Recession" of 2008 and 2009 has begun, and our leaders have absolutely no idea how to fix things.
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Bee Extinction Is Threatening the World's Food Supply, UN Warns - Daniel Oberhaus - http://motherboard.vice.com/en_uk/read/bee-extinction-is-threatening-the-worlds-food-supply-un-warns
 
Foreshadows -
And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. Revelation 6:5-6
 
Last Monday, members of nearly 100 national governments met in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur for a weeklong conference to discuss the threats facing animal pollinators such as bees, butterflies, and birds. According to delegates of the conference, these pollinators are increasingly threatened with extinction, a bleak reality that could have devastating consequences for human food supply in the near future.
 
The meeting was held at the behest of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), an independent working group comprised of 124 UN member nations. It marks the first time world leaders have convened on this scale to discuss the threat to the bees, birds, bats, beetles, butterflies, and other animals which transport the pollen necessary for the reproduction of over 75 percent of the world's leading food crops and 90 percent of wild flowering plant species.
 
"Without pollinators, many of us would not be able to enjoy chocolate, coffee and vanilla ice cream, or healthy foods like blueberries and brazil nuts," Lynn Dicks, a research fellow at Cambridge University's Department of Zoology and one of the 77 scientists to contribute to the report, said in press release. "The value of pollinators goes way beyond this. People's livelihoods and culture are intimately linked with pollinators around the world. All the major world religions have sacred passages that mention bees."
 
"We are in a period of decline and there are going to be increasing consequences."
 
The meeting precedes the release of a "mega-report" two years in the making which details the extent of the threat of pollinator extinction. It is the first assessment issued by the IPBES (which was formed in 2012) and although it will contain no new research, the report will offer an exhaustive overview of relevant scientific studies in tandem with indigenous and local knowledge.
 
The report, to be released to the public on February 29, was adopted by the IPBES delegates on Friday.
 
As detailed in the forthcoming report, human dependence on these pollinators, particularly bees, has only increased in recent decades. The volume of pollinator dependent crops (which range from cocoa to avocados) has increased by 300 percent in the last 50 years, and such crops account for approximately 35 percent of all agricultural land. While not all of these crops are solely reliant on animal pollination (some can take advantage of wind-pollination, for instance), the scientists involved with the report estimate that between 5 and 8 percent of all crop production is directly attributed to animal pollination.
 
Yet despite humanity's increasing reliance on animal pollinators for our food supply, the animal pollinators themselves are seeing significant declines in both wild and managed populations. Of particular concern among the pollinators are bees, which the scientists described as "dominant" pollinators because they visit about 90 percent of the leading global crop types.
 
Understanding the extent of the problem has proven difficult due to lack of data about pollinator populations. North America and Europe keep the best data, and the latter has found that at least 37 percent of bee species and 31 percent of butterfly species are seeing declining populations. There are about 20,000 recognized species of pollinators, and according to the scientists 2 in 5 species of invertebrate pollinators (such as bees and butterflies) and 1 in 6 vertebrate pollinators (such as bats and hummingbirds) are on the path to extinction globally.
 
Due to the lack of sufficient data from Asia, Africa and Latin America, the number of threatened species may be much higher. Yet even without this data, it is clear that animal pollinators are increasingly threatened by human activity, which may have far reaching consequences for human food supply.
 
"We are in a period of decline and there are going to be increasing consequences," Simon Potts, report lead author and director of the Centre for Agri-Environmental Research at the University of Reading, told the Associated Press.
 
One of the major problems in mitigating the threat of extinction faced by many animal pollinators is pinpointing the cause. This trend toward mass extinction cannot be reduced to a single cause, although the report singles out a number of leading culprits, such as: dedicating large swathes of farmland to a single crop (thereby destroying the diversity that allows pollinators to thrive); the use of certain pesticides (particularly neonicotinoid, which attacks bees' nervous system); habitat loss due to human development; and global warming.
 
Fortunately, however, many of these problems can be rectified through local action, particularly when it comes to changing the way farmland is used. In addition to the dedication of large tracts of agricultural land to just one crop, the destruction of grassland (which is particularly conducive to thriving pollinator populations) has proceeded at an unprecedented rate-take Europe for instance, which has seen the destruction of 97 percent of its grasslands since World War II. The key is to develop local solutions to such problems, a good example being Britain, which now pays farmers to plant wildflower hedges for bees on their land.
 
Although the plight faced by animal pollinators-and by extension the humans which depend on their activities-is a dire one, the IPBES report is an important step in beginning to address the problem. This sentiment was neatly summed up by Dennis van Engelsdorp, a University of Maryland bee expert, who highlighted the urgency of taking action to the Associated Press.
 
"Everything falls apart if you take pollinators out of the game," van Engelsdorp said. "If we want to say we can feed the world in 2050, pollinators are going to be part of that."
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Yes, God can use you to spread the Gospel - Greg Laurie - http://www.wnd.com/2016/02/yes-god-can-use-you-to-spread-the-gospel/
 
Pastor Greg Laurie asserts, 'the happiest Christians are the evangelistic ones'
 
Let's imagine you are out for a walk one night around your neighborhood when you suddenly hear people screaming. Startled, you look over your shoulder and see a house with flames leaping from the windows and roof. Someone out front of the house cries out, "There's someone in there!" Let me ask you, if you were to just keep on walking without giving a passing thought to those in such terrible danger, would that be wrong? At the very least, wouldn't you pull out your phone and dial 9-1-1? Even more, wouldn't you try to find a way into that burning house to rescue that person inside? To do nothing would be outright criminal.
 
In the same way, however, we walk by people - men and women we know or total strangers - who are without Christ and don't do a thing to help them. We don't even try to initiate a conversation about our faith. We just keep walking. And to be blunt, a fate even worse than a house fire awaits those who reject the offer of forgiveness through Jesus Christ. It is eternal fire. Eternal separation from God.
 
The last thing God wants is to send any man or woman - deeply loved by Him and made in His very image - to this place called Hell. That's why He sent Jesus to live a perfect life, to die a perfect death on the cross for our sins, and then to rise from the dead. 
 
You might protest, "God could never use someone like me!" Actually, He can and He will if you will let Him. It could even happen today - before this day is over. He won't force you to share your faith, but He may very well prompt you. And when you take that step of faith, He will empower and use you. Yes, you.
 
I want you to discover the adventure of being used by God, especially in this area of telling others about Jesus. God says that He is looking for people He can "show Himself strong on behalf of" (2 Chronicles 16:9, NKJV). He is searching for someone who will simply say, "Use me, Lord!" Would you be that person? If so, a wonderful adventure awaits you.
 
I want to let you in on a little surprise: Sharing your faith can be both exciting and - believe it or not - fun! As Psalm 126:6 reminds us, "Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them" (NIV). Jesus told us there is joy in Heaven over every sinner who comes to repentance (see Luke 15:7). So if there is joy in Heaven upon hearing the news of a conversion, there certainly should be joy in having a role in it.
 
Next to personally knowing Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord, the greatest joy I know of is leading others to Christ and watching them grow spiritually. And you can do that, too. It should be a joyful, happy thing to tell others about your relationship with God and explain how they can have one, too. I have found that the happiest Christians are the evangelistic ones.
 
Yes, there is a happiness we are missing out on if we are not sharing our faith. The apostle John wrote that his personal joy was made complete by sharing the message of Christ (see 1 John 1:4). The believers I know who make a habit of sharing the Gospel are truly happy people.
 
So here's the bottom line: What's your excuse for not sharing? Clearly, God could reach people without us. He could send angels down every street in the world with megaphones, declaring the Gospel. Instead, however, He has chosen to work through us. In fact, He almost seems to go out of His way to find the most unlikely candidates to accomplish His divine purposes.
 
You might say, "I'm not qualified. I'm not gifted or talented." Do you want to know a little secret? You are just the person God is looking for. He delights to use people who aren't necessarily self-confident. Why? Because when God does something amazing through them, He is the one who gets the glory, as He should. No, you may not feel qualified or "ready." But God isn't looking for ability as much as He is availability. God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called!
 
There have been so many times when I have felt drained and exhausted, both physically and mentally. I have even felt like my spiritual gas tank was close to empty. But then, when I started to share the Gospel with someone, or stopped thinking about myself and focused on another's needs and shared some truth from God's Word, I was replenished in every way. I started on empty and ended on full. Proverbs 11:25 tells us that "those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed" (NLT). 
 
You may be asking, "But where do I start?" As a matter of fact, there is an excellent opportunity coming up just a few days from right now. Harvest America is an annual live nationwide event, streamed to thousands of host locations including churches, theaters and living rooms. This is more than just a webcast. It is the body of Christ banding together to proclaim the Gospel live across the nation. The next Harvest America will be held on March 6, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. Central time, streamed live from AT&T Stadium in Dallas, Texas.
 
The event will feature top Christian artists including Chris Tomlin, Lecrae, Switchfoot and MercyMe, and I will be on hand to offer a clear Gospel message. To find a location near you, simply go to our website, harvestamerica.com.
 
This may be the opportunity - the open door - you've been waiting for to introduce your loved one, friend, or neighbor to the Lord Jesus. And all you have to do is invite them to come along with you for the event. Yes, they might say, "No." But who knows? They might also say yes - and walk right into the biggest decision of their lives.
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FROM THE HEART
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED THROUGH THIS MINISTRY, THEN WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD PLEASE REMEMBER PROPHECY UPDATE IN YOUR GIVING - WE ARE TRULY, TRULY, THANKFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Prophecy Update has no corporate sponsors. This ministry is paid for and prayed for by readers and supporters. Without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update, Please pray about becoming a monthly supporter - thanks!
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If ever there was a time to invest in God's Kingdom, it's now!
What on earth are you doing for Heaven's Sake?
"Share in the Blessings and Rewards that will last Forever!"
"Folks, it's all beginning to unravel. America is in more danger of falling than at any time in its history. But I believe Bible prophecy predicts this very decline. From this point on, we believers have to get serious. We are going to face discouragement, disillusionment and, most certainly, persecution in the time between now and the Rapture. But don't be discouraged or disillusioned. The coming turmoil will provide us unrivaled opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel. So be ready to share your faith and your hope with those who need Christ. We still have time to reap a great harvest of souls for God's kingdom!" - Hal Lindsey
1) We need your prayers!- We proclaim the Truth of the Word of God and we are under constant spiritual and sometimes even physical attack.
2) We need your encouragement!- We need to hear from you, let us know how the Lord is blessing you through this ministry so that we can share it with others.
3) We need your input! - If you have a prophetic article or story or if there is a news related item we missed, let us know. 
4) We need your financial support!- To put it quite simply, without your support, there would be no Prophecy Update.
I ask that you would prayerfully consider partnering with us to get the Word out and keep the world informed. Remember, your gift, no matter how small, does make a difference! You will be helping to touch lives, around the world, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the internet your generosity carries a global impact! - Thanks!
Our Prayer for You- "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else." 2 Corinthians 9:10-13
Prophecy Update is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt - non-profit organization, and all your donations are tax deductible.  
If you have been blessed by Prophecy Update and would like to help support this ministry financially. You can make a secure donation online by going to:
DONATE NOW 
Or Visit our website:
http://prophecyupdate.com/donations/ 

 

Or write us at:
 Prophecy Update 
P.O. Box 40516 
Bakersfield, CA 93384-0516 
  



		[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]

	[image: http://img.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]






	[image: http://files.ctctcdn.com/61c7cfcb201/f4a41e0a-9f46-4dd9-a591-aa9cf6afc25d.png]

We are very pleased to offer all our readers this FREE download on Bible Prophecy from the Evangelical Bible College of Western Australia - Just download and enjoy and be blessed! Feel free to share it with all your friends and family members.

Click below to download!

"AS YOU SEE THE DAY APPROACHING"
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If You Died Today, Would You Go To Heaven?
Find out, visit:
www.thegoodtest.net
www.gotquestions.org
www.wayofthemaster.com

Prophecy Update - GoodSearch Toolbar
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/prophecy-update
Our Prophecy Update Toolbar is free to download and allows you to raise money for our cause every time you search or shop online

DID YOU KNOW?
You can submit an article, leave a comment or praise report at email:
prophecyupdate@bak.rr.com

Maranatha! (Lord Come Quickly)
 
 "On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand, All other ground is sinking sand."
 
 "Let Us make the short time we have left count for all eternity!"
 
 YBIC-Randy
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